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People cancelled their subscriptions. 
The hounds of hell were unleashed as 
community fury reached a zenith.

You know why it did? Because this 
murder case had been tried by the 
media, and tried badly in the process. 
Fifty thousand armchair critics who 
thought they knew it all signed up to a 
Facebook page demanding a boycott of 
Breaking Silence. How dare the mother 
speak. “We’ll wait for the Coroner’s 
report, he’ll put King and Wishart in 
their place!,” said one.

As this magazine was going to press, 
news broke that the Coroner’s verdict 
was finally being released.

We’ve devoted stories in both halves 
of this magazine to the case, both the 
details of the Coroner’s report, and 
separately the cross examination (or a 
portion of it extracted from the book 
Breaking Silence) of Chris Kahui.

Much of New Zealand, relying on 
uninformed debate on talkback, at the 
pub, at work or on Facebook, and much 
of that fuelled by incorrect media reports 
of the original case, had assumed that 
because Chris Kahui was “not guilty” 
and had been acquitted in one minute, 
that therefore it had to be Macsyna King.

The book got it right

credibility and not to be relied upon.”
The Coroner has found that baby twins 

Chris and Cru Kahui were killed while 
they were in the sole care and custody of 
their biological father Chris Kahui.

“There is not a scintilla of evidence” 
said the Coroner, that Macsyna King was 
involved in any way with the murders.

Of the cellphone call conspiracy 
theory, the Coroner after hearing all 
the evidence from cellphone providers 
and traffic experts, says it is “inherently 
implausible that Macsyna would have 
interrupted her evening out with her 
sister to return to Courtenay Crescent, 
happened to arrive during the 20 min-
ute period when her partner happened 
to be out, fatally assaulted the twins 
and then left, devised an alibi that was 
consistent with cellphone records that 
she was unaware of [Coroner’s empha-
sis] and then successfully persuaded 
Stuart King, Emily King and Pou Hepi 
to cover this up.”

Ironically, the book Breaking Silence 
remains the only place you are going 
to read most of the evidence in the 
Kahui case. The Coroner’s ruling is 
suppressed in places and is not being 
released to the public.

 

A year ago, this country was in uproar at the prospect of a book published by yours truly 
on the truth behind the Kahui twins murders. They were baying for my blood in the streets.

The Coroner has found that baby twins 
Chris and Cru Kahui were killed while they 

were in the sole care and custody of their 
biological father Chris Kahui

Editor

The public were egged on by Kahui’s 
legal team, not deliberately but purely in 
the way they hung Macsyna out to dry to 
the jury as an alternative suspect, with a 
series of badly woven conspiracy theories.

So now that we have waited a year, 
what has the Coroner actually found?

Firstly, that the Kahui legal team’s 
conspiracy theories about Macsyna 
King having the opportunity to kill 
were “not…evidentially tenable. 
Accordingly, each falls to be rejected.”

Of the claim that as a mother King 
“must have known”, the Coroner says 
bluntly:

“The court finds that Macsyna King 
was materially misled by Chris Kahui 
as to the health of the twins,” despite 
her attempts to find out.

Materially misled, as in “lied to”, 
false explanations, and a cover-up by 
Chris Kahui.

This is the same Chris Kahui who 
never took the witness stand at his 
murder trial. Who appeared every day 
in court, clean-shaven, baby-faced and 
shy. The jury never heard him lie. But 
the Coroner and this journalist did.

“The Court found his evidence seri-
ously conflicting in nature, lacking in 
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ARE WE PAYING FAR TOO MUCH 

FOR INFRASTRUCTURE?

Y
ou hear the numbers being bat-

ted around in the news so much 

that it’s easy to become immune 

to them: $3.9 billion, $5.6 bil-

lion, $6.7 billion. They represent 

various costings for either a new harbour 

bridge for Auckland, or a harbour tunnel. 

Throw in government reports of either 

$2.8 billion for the Waterview tunnel first 

proposed for Helen Clark’s Mt Albert 

electorate, or $1.4 billion for a surface 

motorway on the same route (and eventu-

ally $1.4 billion for a tunnel again, at half 

the original planned length). Then add 

$2.4 billion for the proposed central rail 

tunnel, $2.5 billion for a highway between 

Pakuranga and Onehunga. If your eye-

balls aren’t rolling around in your head 

by now like the lemon icons on a one-

armed-bandit at Sky City, you’re probably 

already comatose.
It’s like Monopoly, but without the 

chance of picking up a Community Chest 

card advising “Congratulations, bank 

makes $15 billion error in your favour”.

With all this expenditure planned, teams 

of boffins and corporates are drafting pro-

posals suggesting taxpayers and road users 

share the capital cost burden, with flat rate 

tolls as high as $8 per trip being considered 

for any vehicle using the motorways.

With all this money potentially being 

sucked out of the public’s pockets each 

day, you’d hope we were getting the best 

possible prices on our infrastructure 

projects, wouldn’t you?
Maybe, maybe not.
A comparison by Investigate magazine 

of New Zealand infrastructure costs 

compared with similar projects in Asia, 

the US, Australia and Europe raises ques-

tions about just how much fat is built into 

the project budgets.
To set the scene, let’s examine some of 

the biggest engineering marvels of the 

last two decades.

We need major investment in new roading infrastructure, but are New 

Zealanders being unwittingly fleeced of billions in the process? That’s the 

question IAN WISHART attempts to answer as he compares the cost of 

Auckland’s proposed new harbour crossing with similar projects overseas

BRIDGING 
FINANCE
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ARTICLE WENT A BRIDGE  
TOO FAR?
Firstly I have to say enjoy Investi-
gate magazine very much and like 
the way some PC hot topics are not 
shunned away from.

I do have, as a civil engineer 
with a bit of insight in these mat-
ters, some comments to make on 
the article on infrastructure costs 
‘Bridging Finance’.

Yes, the Waterview Connection 
has a budget of 1.4B, that is correct, 
however it is not just the 2.5km of 
tunnel but a full new interchange 
at the northern end tying into SH16 
and a few km of motorway to the 
south, tying into the current Maioro 
Street interchange as well. Taking 
that into account the total length 
is about 5.5km and then the costs 
are not $560M/km as suggested but 
$255M/km which brings it in the 
more comparable ranges with the 
other projects you mention. Also; 
the budget may be that amount of 
money, but it is not necessary going 
to be the final cost of the project; 
final cost may be well under that.

The comparison you 
make between projects is an “apples 
to running shoes” comparison (not 
even ‘apples to pears’!) as no 2 civil 
engineering projects in the world 
are remotely similar. Geotechnical 
ground conditions, urban or rural 
surroundings, legislation and other 
(environmental/social) require-
ments make every project so unique 
that even 2, at face value, similar 
stretches of motorway construction 
can differ wildly in price. It starts 
already with what the land pur-
chase costs, what obtaining con-
sents costs, what the foundations 
need to look like, is the project in 
an earthquake sensitive zone (or 
are there other key risks that need 
to be addressed), what are labour 
and material costs in a country, 
how easily available are materials/
equipment (we are here in a bit of a 
remote part of the world and don’t 
have, for example, tunnel bor-
ing equipment laying around in a 
yard) etc. etc. etc.

I reckon you get the point and I 
was merely just somewhat disap-
pointed with the article being less 
well investigated than the standard 
(I hope) normally is or seems to be.

Edwin Zwanenburg, via email

Editor responds: 
Thanks for your comment. Yes, 
I tried to get a feel by talking to a 
senior figure in the industry. Each 
location has its hindrances, and 
some of the ones I highlighted over-
seas were much more problematic 
from an engineering point of view 
than Auckland.

I realise we cannot just trans-
port Chinese labour costs to New 
Zealand, but I think it’s important 
for the public to get a feel for what 
major projects have cost elsewhere. 

COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

The Cat and the Finch

Suburban daybreak. Trees tinctured with birdsong
Gesture the waking sun. In penurious winter dark
Cornucopias run dry. The rustle of feather and beak

That all the drunken summer harped and sang
Sinks to a creeping murmur. Barren now leaf and bark,
And there is no food in the bitter wild.

Last night I saw Man fill their bath with seed.
A sentry bird on branch a warning called,
Saying Be early, early, early! for our cup is filled.

And fifty dawnward finches gather now to feed.
I feel the hindbrain stir within my blood.
My roaring whiskers tell me Prey, prey, prey!

Yet as I crouch with sweeping tail to slay
a green-eyed finch accosted me and said
‘That you shall not, that you shall not,

For the same hand feeds us both.’ Then the flood
Turned in my blazing heart and claws.
Said I: ‘We are friends as well as foes

And here you may feed and share this place.
The feather and the paw shall live at peace
And this I shall not, this I shall not.’

David Greagg

Communiques

Poetry
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Naval gazing
The view from my office on the eighth floor of Bowen House includes a chunk of 
Customhouse Quay where the Police launch, the Lady Elizabeth IV, ties up.

Richard Prosser

She’s an impressive looking tub, an 
18-metre catamaran with aggressively 
angular lines and a purposeful shiny 
aluminium finish. With a suitable gun 
turret on her bow, say a 20mm twin-
mount, I reckon she’d pass muster as a 
respectable enough patrol boat.

My Thorndon Quay apartment 
overlooks another bit of the waterfront. 
Smack in the line of sight are the log 
loading docks, and more often than not 
there will be a Korean bulk carrier tied 
up alongside, in the process of being 
piled high with North Island radiata.

This morning however it was the 
HMNZS Canterbury which was 
anchored where the log carriers and 
the car transporters usually lie. I have 
every respect for our Navy and the fine 
people who sail in her, but it has to 
be said that even with a gun turret (a 
naval version of the 25mm Bushmaster 
cannon fitted to the Army’s LAVIII 
white elephants wheeled APCs) the 
Canterbury doesn’t look like a warship.

In this writer’s opinion that’s prob-
ably because she isn’t a warship. You 

can dress it up any way you like, but 
Canterbury’s design is based a roll-on, 
roll-off, Irish Sea ferry, and the addi-
tion of a helicopter deck and a coat of 
grey paint don’t change any of that.

Canterbury was the centrepiece of 
the previous Labour Government’s 
Project Protector programme, which 
aimed to “modernise” the RNZN by 
equipping it with a bunch of shiny new 
ships intended to suit that peacenik 
administration’s “no defence” agenda.

In reality, Project Protector effec-
tively demilitarised the Navy in the 
same way that the scrapping of the 
RNZAF’s combat wing demilitarised 
the Air Force. Yes, they bought some 
new ships. But the Offshore Patrol 
Vessels are not frigates, and none of 
the new assets were built to military 
spec. Project Protector was run on a 
fixed budget, with ships built down 
to a price, not up to a specification. 
Real Naval vessels have multi-channel 
redundancy inbuilt into command 
and control infrastructures; multiple 
streams of wiring, piping, and cabling, 

to enable the ship to continue func-
tioning even if one or more pathways 
are damaged in combat. They have two 
or three shafts and screws instead of 
one. They have real and actual weapons 
systems. All this makes a genuine war-
ship very much more expensive than 
its grey-painted civilian counterpart. 

Canterbury can at least carry the 
NZDF’s Seasprite helicopters, and 
embark the new NH-90, even if both 
helos have their own issues, and 
notwithstanding the fact that we don’t 
have anywhere enough of either type, 
or that lack of money and personnel 
means that we can’t assign the ship 
with a permanent chopper, or indeed 
man it even if we did.

The Seasprites were a new build of a 
retired design, and although New Zea-
land hasn’t had the same issues with 
our SH-2Gs as have the Australians 
with their refurbished models, they 
have still been a source of problems-a-
plenty. Corrosion and vibration dam-
age conspire to keep much of the fleet 
grounded or on reduced hours, and a 
global lack of parts for what is almost 
an orphan aircraft – otherwise oper-
ated only by Poland and Egypt – make 
the task of maintaining the type that 
much more difficult.

Why didn’t we buy the tried and 
tested SH-60 Seahawk instead? Prob-
ably because it was too expensive for 
Labour’s anti-defence apologists.

The NH-90 newly acquired by the 
RNZAF has been touted as the best 
thing since sliced cheese, but it too is 

Our Navy and our Air Force are by 
definition our first lines of defence, because 

it is only by sea or by air that our isolated 
maritime nation may be approached, and 

neither service is in any fit state to meet that 
tasking requirement
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bedevilled by difficulties unforeseen 
at the time of purchase. Screens which 
need to be fitted to prevent debris from 
entering the engine intakes will mean 
that the choppers can’t fly in heavy snow 
conditions. The seats can’t support the 
weight of a fully equipped infantryman, 
they don’t come with gun mounts as 
standard, the software for the onboard 
computers doesn’t meet New Zealand’s 
requirements, and just like the LAV, the 
NH-90 won’t fit in a C-130 Hercules. On 
top of that, we have bought just eight 
new helicopters to replace 14 Iroquois, 
and with the best capabilities in the 
world, eight choppers can’t be in four-
teen places at once.

Why didn’t we buy a proven machine 
like the UH-60 Blackhawk or the EH-101? 
Again, probably because of the price tag. 
Is there a pattern developing here?

Well, there are some things which 
can’t be skimped on, and defence is 
one of them. I have been banging on 
about this for a decade now, and I’m 
not about to stop. New Zealand doesn’t 
spend enough money on our defence 
forces, plain and simple. We are a 
wealthy nation; our rates of obesity are 
undeniable testament to that fact. Poor 
countries don’t have fat people. 

Countries with similar populations 
to our own, and who are like us in 
other regards, spend considerably more 
than this country on ensuring their 
safety and security, without breaking 
the bank or causing the sky to fall.

Norway, Finland, Singapore; small 
modern nations with many parallels to 
New Zealand, all have universal mili-
tary service in one form or another, 
considerably larger professional 
military forces than this country, and 
an impressive rack of combat jets in 
each case – 140 for the Singaporeans, 
125 for the Finns, and 70-odd for the 
Noggies. How is it, and why, that these 
comparable countries find this realistic 
level of investment in defence resourc-
ing so much more essential than does 
New Zealand, and also so much more 
affordable?

The answer of course is twofold. 
The first part is their acceptance of the 
need for real industry as the basis for 
economic wealth and growth, against 
our own bizarrely naive insistence that a 
first-world lifestyle should be affordable 

from the proceeds of a commodity-
based third-world economy; but that is 
another topic for another day. The sec-
ond is their acceptance of the existence 
of threat, and their willingness to be 
ready and prepared to meet it, against 
our  – again – bizarrely naïve insistence 
that there is no threat, that we live in the 
mythical Benign Strategic Environment 
much beloved of a certain former Prime 
Minister. These fellow nations have all 
been bombed and invaded, and like our 
neighbours across the Tasman who also 
suffered assault from the air, they are 
resolved to maintaining the vigilance 
and capability to prevent it from ever 
happening again. 

We, however, appear to have forgot-
ten the threat of an invasion which 
came so close, but which, thanks to the 
intervention of the United States, never 
happened (Japan had banknotes and 
postage stamps already printed for its 
new New Zealand colony) to the point 
that we now pretend it never existed.

Well it did and it does, and one day, 
whether we are ready or not, it will 
come and visit us again; and every day 
that passes, brings that day one day 

closer. This is not paranoia or scare-
mongering; it is a simple acceptance of 
the facts of history. 

Our Navy and our Air Force are by 
definition our first lines of defence, 
because it is only by sea or by air that 
our isolated maritime nation may be 
approached, and neither service is 
in any fit state to meet that tasking 
requirement.

The Army has had some new equip-
ment in recent years, but it remains 
as woefully under-resourced in terms 
of money and people as the rest of the 
NZDF. Personnel attrition rates are at 
an all-time high and morale is at an 
all-time low.

It is time, people, it is high time, that 
New Zealand swallowed a big dose of 
reality where defence is concerned. 
We need to spend more money on it. 
We need to give the NZDF a proper 
military focus again. All three services 
need a real sharp end. This country 
needs to stop navel-gazing, and take 
a good hard look at our Navy, our Air 
Force, and our Army, instead. The 
NZDF can still be saved, and it can still 
be our saviour – but only if we act now.
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Media types like to talk about “the 
narrative”: News is just another form of 
storytelling, and certain plot lines grab 
you more than others.

The easiest narrative of all is any-
thing involving young people. “I 
believe that children are our future,” 
as the late Whitney Houston once 
asserted. And, even if Whitney hadn’t 
believed it, it would still, as a point 
of fact, be true. Any media narrative 
involving young people presupposes 
that they are the forces of progress, 
wresting the world from the grasping 
clutches of mean, vengeful old men and 
making it a better place.

In the West, young people actually 
believe this. Thus, in 2008, Barack 
Obama, being the preferred choice of 
America’s youth, was, by definition, the 
candidate of progress and the future. 
In humdrum reality, his idea of the 
future doesn’t seem to be any more 
futuristic than the pre-Thatcher statist 
wasteland of Britain in the Seventies, 

but that didn’t stop the massed ranks 
of fresh-faced youth chanting “We 
are the hope’n’change!” in adoring 
if glassy-eyed unison behind him at 
every campaign rally. Four years later, 
half of recent graduates can’t find full-
time employment; Americans’ college 
debt is now larger than credit card 
debt; the number of young people with 
summer jobs is at a record low; and 
men in their late twenties and early 
thirties trudge upstairs every night to 
the same bedroom in which they slept 
as a kindergartner.

And that’s before they’re perma-
nently buried by interest payments 
on the multitrillion-dollar debt and 
unfunded liabilities from Medicare. 
Yet in 2012 the rubes will still vote 
for Obama and be congratulated by 
the media for doing so. Because to be 
young is to vote for hope and change.

Likewise, halfway across the world, 
the Arab Spring was also hailed as the 
voice of youth, tweeting its universal 

message of hope and change. A year 
on, it’s proved to be rather heavier 
on change, and ever lighter on hope. 
Egypt’s first freely elected head of state 
is a Muslim Brotherhood man. In the 
parliament of the most populous Arab 
nation, the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
party and its principal rival, the Even 
More Muslim Brotherhood, between 
them won nearly three-quarters of 
the seats. In traditionally relaxed and 
secular Tunisia and Morocco, elections 
have been won by forces we are assured 
by the experts are “moderate Islamists” 
– which means that, unlike the lavishly 
bankrolled American protectorate of 
Afghanistan, they won’t be executing 
adulterous women in the street, or at 
any rate not just yet.

So what are they doing? In Libya, 
British Commonwealth war graves 
have been desecrated, something that 
never happened under Col. Gadhafi 
even at the very lowest of low points in 
relations between him and the West. 
But hey, one can forgive Libya’s sud-
denly liberated young men a spasm of 
very belated anti-imperialism, right?

Meanwhile, in northern Mali, 
the dominant Ansar Dine group is 
currently engaged in destroying the 
ancient shrines of Timbuktu, including 
the famous door of the 15th-century 
Sidi Yahya mosque that was supposed 
to be left closed “until the end of the 
world.” Bring it on, baby!

No Britons or Europeans were 
involved in the creation of these 
shrines.

Mark Steyn

This youth movement 
has women covered
The mistake made by virtually the entire Western media during the Arab Spring was 
to assume that social progress is like technological progress.

The mistake made by virtually the entire 
Western media during the Arab Spring 

was to assume that social progress is like 
technological progress – that, like the wheel 
or the internal combustion engine, women’s 
rights and gay rights cannot be disinvented. 

They can, very easily 
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Rather, it’s a dispute between the 
region’s traditionally moderate Sufi 
Islam and the ever more assertive 
Wahhabist model exported world-
wide by Saudi Arabia with Western 
petrodollars. The shrines are official 
UNESCO World Heritage sites, but 
then so were the Buddhas of Bamyan 
blown up by the Taliban in Afghani-
stan a decade ago. What’s next on 
the condemned list? Abd al-Latif 
al-Mahmoud, Bahrain’s “Sheikh of 
Sheikhs” (he’s like a supersized sheikh) 
has invited Egypt’s President Morsi 
to “destroy the Pyramids and accom-
plish what the Sahabi Amr bin al-As 
could not” – a reference to the Muslim 
conqueror of Egypt back in the seventh 
century.

Less controversially, Egypt’s Salafi 
Party does not see the need to destroy 
the Pyramids but does favour cover-
ing them in wax. The Pyramids are the 
last of the Seven Wonders of the World 
still around in the 21st century, but 
that’s no reason not to destroy them, as 
part of the new pan-Islamic identity’s 
contempt for any alternative claims 
of allegiance – cultural, national or 
historic.

The old dictators represented nobody 
but themselves, their cronies, and 
their Swiss bank accounts. The new 
democratic rulers embody all too 
well the dispositions of their people. 
In the years immediately after 9/11, 
many Western commentators argued 
that Islam needed a reformation. 
This overlooked the obvious fact that 
Islam had already reformed, thanks to 
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood, Iran’s 
revolutionary mullahs, and Saudi 
Arabia’s principal export – not oil, but 
globalized ideology. I’ve lost count of 
the times I’ve found myself sitting at 
dinner next to a Westernized Arab 
woman d’un certain age who was at 
college in the Fifties, Sixties or Seven-
ties, and listened to her tell me that 
back then “covering” was for wizened 
old biddies in upcountry villages, the 
Islamic equivalent of gnarled Russian 
babushkas. The future belonged to 
modern, uncovered women like her 
and her classmates.

The assumptions of her generation 
were off by 180 degrees: The female 
graduating class of Cairo University in 

the Fifties looked little different from 
Vassar. Half-a-century later, every 
woman is hijabed to the hilt. Moham-
mad Qayoumi, now the president of 
San Jose State University, recently 
published some photographs from the 
Afghanistan he grew up in: The girls 
in high heels and pencil skirts in the 
Kabul record stores of the 1960s aren’t 
quite up to Carnaby Street cool, but 
they’d fit in in any HMV store in pro-
vincial England. Half a century later, 
it was forbidden by law for women to 
feel sunlight on their face, or leave the 
home without male permission. Even 
more amazing to my female dining 
companions, today you see more cov-
ered women in London’s East End or 
the Rosengård district of Malmö, Swe-
den, than you do in Tunis or Amman.

The mistake made by virtually the 
entire Western media during the 
Arab Spring was to assume that social 
progress is like technological progress 
– that, like the wheel or the internal 
combustion engine, women’s rights and 
gay rights cannot be disinvented. They 
can, very easily. In Egypt, the youth 
who voted for the Muslim Brotherhood 
are more fiercely Islamic than their 
grandparents who backed Nasser’s 

Revolution in 1952. In Tunisia, the 
young are more proscriptive than the 
secular old-timers who turned a blind 
eye to the country’s bars and brothels. 
In the developed world, we’re told that 
Westernization is “inevitable.” “Just 
wait and see,” say the blithely compla-
cent inevitablists. “They haven’t yet had 
time to Westernize.” But Westerniza-
tion is every bit as resistible in Brussels 
and Toronto as it’s proved in Cairo and 
Jalalabad. In the first ever poll of Irish 
Muslims, 37 percent said they would 
like Ireland to be governed by Islamic 
law. When the same question was put 
to young Irish Muslims, it was 57 per-
cent. In other words, the hope’n’change 
generation are less Westernized than 
their parents. 36 percent of young 
British Muslims think the penalty for 
apostasy – i.e., leaving Islam – should 
be death. Had you asked the same 
question of British Muslims in 1970, 
I doubt the enthusiasts would have 
cracked double figures.

Unlike the dopes droning the halfwit 
slogans at the Obama rallies, these 
guys mean it. The children are our 
future. That’s the problem.

©Mark Steyn 2012

Gaza City, Gaza Strip, Palestinian 
Territory – Palestinians hold national and 
Egyptian flags as they celebrate in Gaza 
City, the victory of Muslim Brotherhood's 
presidential candidate, Mohamed Morsi, 
in the Egyptian elections on June 24, 
2012. / Majdi Fathi/ZUMA Press/Newscom



12 HISMAGAZINE.TV | Aug/Sep 2012

T
he elephant in the room 
that was ignored by 
the jury in 2008 is the 
honesty of Chris Kahui. 
The man never testified 
at his trial, never spoke. 

His lawyers ensured he was dressed 
well, clean-shaven and baby-faced. But 
he never faced the hard questions he 
was later asked at the inquest, and the 
jury that acquitted him in one minute 
might not have been so hasty if they’d 
had a chance to hear him facing the 
music.

For example, although his law-
yers had been at pains to try and say 
Chris had not directly blamed his 
baby son Shayne for the injuries to 
the twins, during cross examination 
at the inquest he was reminded what 
he had said in one of his police video 
statements:

“No, it was just when he was on the 
... when I put them on the couch he was 
standing on them. He did not mean to, 
so I took him off.”

“So you say that you saw Shayne 
standing on them?” 

 “Yeah, when they were on the 
couch,” claimed Kahui to police. 

Eyeballing him on the witness stand, 
Macsyna King’s lawyer Marie Dyhr-

berg asked, “so, do you agree that what 
you said there is, you are saying you 
actually saw Shayne standing on the 
twins while they are on the couch?” 

“Yes, that is what I said,” confirmed 
Kahui on oath, directly contradicting 
his sworn statement to the inquest. 

“[But] you have just said that, ‘No, 
you actually did not see that’,” pounced 
Dyhrberg, “so having looked at that, 
can you now tell us: Did you see 
Shayne in the nursery standing on the 
twins while they were on the couch? “

“No, I could – – -” 
“No?” 
“No.”

“So what you said to the Police then 
that is wrong?” 

“ Yep,” said Kahui on the witness 
stand. 

“What you said there on page 48 
– what you said to the Police about 
seeing Shayne standing on the twins, is 
that wrong what you said?”

“Yeah, I got that wrong.” 
“You go further and you are talking 

about Shayne being on the couch when 
the twins are on the couch and are you 
now saying that is wrong, what you 
said to the Police?” 

“ Yeah, I think he was on the floor 
crawling, yeah,” replied Kahui.

The Self-Destruction

THE CORONER’S VERDICT 
CLEARING MACSYNA KING OF 
ANY INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
MALTREATMENT OF THE KAHUI 
TWINS MIGHT HAVE COME AS 
A SURPRISE TO THE PUBLIC, 
BUT NOT TO ANYONE WHO SAT 
THROUGH THE CORONER’S 
INQUEST. IN THIS EXCLUSIVE 
EXTRACT FROM THE BOOK 
BREAKING SILENCE, AUTHOR 
IAN WISHART DETAILS SOME OF 
THE QUESTIONING THAT LED TO 
KAHUI’S DOWNFALL
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of Chris Kahui
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So not only had Chris Kahui changed 
his story about feeding times, he had 
changed his story about seeing his son 
on the couch, standing on the twins.

He was caught on more discrepan-
cies, such as the suggestion all the way 
through his statement to the inquest 
that he’d been absent looking after his 
mother most of the time after the twins 
came home, and Macsyna had been the 
main caregiver. The implication of this, 
when taken with the so-called historic 
injuries, is that the mother must have 
had the opportunity to inflict those. 
Additionally, it allowed defence lawyers 
to argue that the mother should have 
noticed the signs of abuse, whereas the 
father had so little to do with the twins, 
how would he know?

MS DYHRBERG: Yes, if you look at 
this statement, you were really trying 
to say, “Hey, look, Macsyna really did 
it all, I hardly did anything to do with 
the twins.” 

CORONER: Do you think someone 
reading that statement might get that 
impression – that idea, that Ms Dyhr-
berg is suggesting? 

MR KAHUI: If you really looked into 
it like that, yes. 

MS DYHRBERG: Because I will just 
– just point to just a few parts, because 
where you say there on page 1: “I spent 
almost everyday at hospital with mum 
and I slept there a lot as well. Looking 
back I left Macsyna to do everything 
for the twins. She was alone in the 
house with them and my eldest son, 
Shayne, who was only just one, almost 
everyday.” 

So would you agree that what you 
are saying there is, you really were not 
around and the only one who was was 
Macsyna in terms of looking after the 
twins, would you agree with that? 

MR KAHUI: It looks like that, yes. 

MS DYHRBERG: And did you 
deliberately put that in this statement 
because you wanted this Inquest to 
believe Macsyna is the one who – could 
only have been the one who hurt the 
children first – – – 

MR KAHUI: No. 
MS DYHRBERG: – – -you deliberately 

wanted to set out that impression, did 
you not? 

MR KAHUI: No, it was not, no. 
MS DYHRBERG: But it is not right, 

is it? 
MR KAHUI: No, it is not, no. 
MS DYHRBERG: In your statement to 

the Police, the three video statements, 
you did tell them that you had quite a 
role in looking after the twins, did you 
not? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, I did. 
MS DYHRBERG: And Shayne? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MS DYHRBERG: You knew precisely 

what was in this statement and you 
agreed that this was the statement that 
should come to this Court, that is true 
is it not? 

CORONER: Is that true? 
MR KAHUI: I just read it roughly 

through, sir, and signed it. 
CORONER: No, is it true what Ms 

Dyhrberg was putting to you or was 
it untrue? Put the question again, Ms 
Dyhrberg? 

MS DYHRBERG: When you said that 
you read this roughly, that simply is 
not true, is it? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, it is true. 
MS DYHRBERG: And when you said 

in this hearing that you were careless 
about some of your answers, that is 
simply not true, is it? 

MR KAHUI: I think I was being a bit 
careless, yes. 

MS DYHRBERG: In fact, Mr Kahui, 
you knew exactly everything that was 

in this statement and understood it, 
did you not? 

MR KAHUI: No. 
MS DYHRBERG: Did you not care 

that you made a truthful statement for 
this Court? 

MR KAHUI: I did care. Yes, I did. 
MS DYHRBERG: So you say you did 

care but you just read it roughly? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: Did you think that it was 

okay, knowing this document was to be 
produced to a Court of law, just to read 
it roughly, it being a very important 
matter to you? 

MR KAHUI: I think I did not go over 
it more than I should have, like I did 
not understand it as – – – 

CORONER: Did you know this – I 
am sorry, you did not go over it as 
much as? 

MR KAHUI: As I should have.
CORONER: As much as you should 

have. 
MR KAHUI: Yes. No. 
CORONER: Did you know this was 

a very important document and that it 
contained evidence that was different 
to that which was given in the criminal 
court? 

MR KAHUI: I did not actually read 
all my statements and stuff, or go over 
my videos, so. 

CORONER: You see, in the fourth 
line on page one of that statement you 
say “there are some matters which I 
wish to add”. Do you see that, page 
one, fourth line down? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: “There are some matters 

which I wish to add”. 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: But when one reads 

this statement there are all kinds of 
changes, are there not, in relation to 
what you had said earlier to police? 

He could have chosen not to answer questions 
on the grounds of self-incrimination, but 

because he had already been found not-guilty of 
murder he can never be charged with that again, 

even if the evidence points overwhelmingly 
towards his guilt
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MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: You know that? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: The statement does not 

say “There are some matters that I wish 
to change”, does it? 

MR KAHUI: No, there is not, no. 
CORONER: If you knew that the 

document contained a lot of changes 
from what you have said earlier, would 
you not have wanted the document to 
be accurate? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, as accurate as can 
be, yes. 

CORONER: And would that not 
mean that you had to pay special 
care in reading it to make sure it was 
accurate? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, it would have. 
CORONER: It had been read to you 

by your solicitors you say. 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: When it was read to you 

did you find anything that was read to 
you that was wrong? 

MR KAHUI: At the time I did not 
think it was wrong, no. 

Kahui was in the unusual position of 
not being able to wriggle out of testify-
ing to the inquest. Ordinarily, he could 
have chosen not to answer questions 
on the grounds of self-incrimination, 
but because he had already been found 
not-guilty of murder he can never be 
charged with that again, even if the evi-
dence points overwhelmingly towards 
his guilt. And because Kahui is as free 
as a bird and can never be charged, he 
had no option but to front up to the 
inquest and speak. And the police law-
yers had no intention of letting him off 
lightly. They too wanted answers about 
his misleading statements:

MR MOUNT [Counsel for Police]: 
Those words, “I left Macsyna to do 
everything for the twins” are wrong?

MR KAHUI: Yes.
MR MOUNT: You have told us 

already you did not write this 
statement.

MR KAHUI: Yes.
MR MOUNT: It was written out by 

your lawyers.
MR KAHUI: Yes.
CORONER: Did you tell them what 

to put in it, yes or no?
MR KAHUI: No.
CORONER: You did not?

MR KAHUI: No, I did not.
MR WILKINSON-SMITH: Well sir 
CORONER: Yes.
MR WILKINSON-SMITH: Obviously 

we are now getting into the area of 
lawyer/client privilege.

CORONER: I know we are.
MR WILKINSON-SMITH: If my 

learned friend is going to suggest 
that this is simply something that has 
been made up by his lawyers, that will 
unfortunately mean I will have to with-
draw – that is quite a strategy, sir, and 
I really wonder whether that needs to 
be explored, and that is the difficulty. I 
would have thought it would be abun-
dantly obvious that this is the result of 
lots and lots of discussions and this is a 
document that has then been prepared 
and Mr Kahui has gone through. He 
has told us he made some changes, but 
I really wonder at the utility of that line 
of cross-examination and the problem 
it can create if Mr Mount is trying 
to – if it means this becomes an issue 
it would mean that Mr Kahui, all his 
defence team and myself would have to 
withdraw, and I think that would be, 
given that we seem to be the only ones 
that are willing to explore any theory 
other than that Chris Kahui did this, 
would be very detrimental.

So I just really wonder why my 
learned friend is pushing on this. There 
are other ways of doing it. He could 
simply say “Well that is not accurate, is 
it?” and Mr Kahui can accept that. But 
if he is going to stray into client and 
lawyer discussions, I doubt we have got 
anything to hide, but I think the Code 
of Conduct would mean I would have 
to withdraw, and that would be very 

disappointing given that that would 
also apply to Ms Smith and to Ms 
Wilkinson-Smith, because Mr Mount’s 
questions would be creating a conflict.

Of course, Mr Mount is in a similar 
position – there would be areas we 
could go into which might create a 
conflict for him, and we need, and it 
would only be, you know, we should 
try and avoid that unless it becomes 
something central.

CORONER: Yes. Thank you, Mr 
Wilkinson-Smith. Mr Mount, what do 
you say about that? 

MR MOUNT: Sir, this is a very impor-
tant document. The witness has signed 
it as true and correct. It fundamentally 
and dramatically changes his position 
from what he has said earlier on at 
least one key issue – probably the main 
issue in the trial. In my submission it 
must be appropriate to ask Mr Kahui 
whether in fact this is his statement or 
whether it has been written for him by 
someone else.

Imagine a jury’s reaction if they had 
witnessed that exchange. The lawyers 
agreed to find a different way to ask 
the questions, but the point had been 
made, and at the centre of it remained 
the biggest question of all: how honest 
is Chris Kahui?

In my view, Chris Kahui’s lawyers 
had a clear agenda – they would call it 
‘strategy’. During trial it was obvious 
they wanted blame shifted to Macsyna 
King, and during the inquest that was 
equally their aim. But again you have to 
ask the question, would a sensible jury 
have found Kahui not guilty after one 
minute’s deliberation, if he had been 
forced to take the witness stand at trial? 
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The Coroner, for one, could be for-
given for thinking Chris Kahui could 
not actually lie straight in bed, literally.

CORONER: Is it appropriate to put a 
baby, who has just had an episode like 
Cru had, back into bed as though noth-
ing had happened? 

MR KAHUI: No. 
CORONER: Is it all right to do that? 
MR KAHUI: No. 
CORONER: No. What time did you 

look at the twins on the Tuesday morn-
ing when you awoke? 

MR KAHUI: I do not know the exact 
time, but I got up to see if they – if his 
breathing was okay. 

CORONER: I am sorry, when you got 
– did you say when you got off to sleep 
Cru’s breathing was okay? 

MR KAHUI: No, when I woke up in 
the morning. 

CORONER: Sorry, when you woke up 
in the morning his breathing – – – 

MR KAHUI: I checked it, yes, I 
checked to see if he was breathing okay. 

CORONER: Right. Did you sleep on 
the sofa in the room in which Cru lay? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, I did. 
CORONER: And did you go to sleep? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: All right. Now, at page 

3 of the statement that you produced 
to the Court you say that you slept on 
the sofa so that you could hear if Cru’s 
breathing got worse again. 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: If you were asleep how 

could you hear whether Cru had 
stopped breathing or not? 

MR KAHUI: I was like – I was like 
trying to get up every so often to check 
if he was – like if he was still breathing 
and stuff. 

CORONER: Well, how often did you 
get up? 

MR KAHUI: I tried to stay up most of 
the night. 

CORONER: Well, you have told me 
you went to sleep. 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: Now, what is the – just 

think very carefully, you have told me 
that you tried to get up to listen to his 
breathing, but you say you went to 
sleep. How often did you get up? 

MR KAHUI: I stayed up most of the 
night, just to keep an eye on his breath-
ing and then I just lay there and nod 

off and then wake up and just keep 
checking him. 

CORONER: But a baby’s breathing is 
so faint you would actually need to be 
looking at its little face to see whether 
it is breathing, would you not? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, I would, yes, and I 
would get up and check that. 

CORONER: But, you see, how could 
you be checking the faint breathing of a 
baby by simply getting up from time to 
time to see if it is still breathing? 

MR KAHUI: Just get off the couch and 
check them.

There was no evidence from any 
witness that Chris Kahui was sleep 
deprived on the day Macsyna took the 
twins to hospital. If he had truly stayed 
up all night – despite saying in his 
statement that he slept – then he would 
have been awake since at least 9am the 
previous day. By the time he was inter-
viewed on video by police on Tuesday 
evening, he would have been awake at 
least 33 hours. He showed no signs of 
such deprivation in the video.

Often when it looked like Chris 
Kahui was sailing into dangerous 
waters, he was frequently rescued by 
his lawyer, prompting a stern rebuke 
from Coroner Garry Evans.

“You see, I get the distinct impres-
sion, rightly or wrongly, Mr Wilkin-
son-Smith, that you are pressing this 
Court in a manner that may constrict 
my questioning.”

But Chris Kahui’s most dangerous 
moments came when he was questioned 
about when the babies actually fed. This 
issue is crucial, because the act of not 
just sucking but actually drinking, and 
how the children responded during the 
feeds, allows forensic experts to time the 
attack. If babies were drinking prop-
erly and alert, the trauma must have 
occurred after that time.

For the sake of the conspiracy theo-
rists who won’t believe the evidence 
unless they see it with their own eyes, I 
intend to quote this portion of Kahui’s 
cross-examination almost verbatim. It is 
extremely important testimony and this 
will be the only easily accessible docu-
ment to the public that contains this 
much of the inquest transcript.

At the inquest, Kahui was reminded 
what he had told detectives the night the 
twins went to hospital.

MR MOUNT: You told the police that 
night that after Macsyna left on the 
Monday everything was okay?

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: And that is true? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: That the boys were fine? 
MR KAHUI: Yes.
Kahui was then asked whether he had 

fed the twins at 5pm, as per their sched-
ule and expected wake-up routine.

MR MOUNT: You did tell the Police 
that you fed the boys at about 5 o’clock? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, I did. 
Remember, he was making this state-

ment only 24 hours later. The events 
of the previous afternoon should have 
been absolutely fresh in his mind, and 
Kahui agreed they would have been.

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: Yes. And you knew it 

was important to tell the Police every-
thing you knew? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: Because you knew that 

the Police wanted to know all of the 
details about what had happened to the 
twins. 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: And you were trying to 

help the Police as much as you could 
and tell the truth. 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: So what you told the 

Police about feeding at 5 o’clock now 
that is correct, is it not? 

MR KAHUI: I do not remember. 
MR MOUNT: I understand you might 

not remember now, but in this inter-
view you are just remembering what 
happened a little over 24 hours earlier, 
so we really have to go off what you 
told the Police, do we not? 

MR KAHUI: Yes.
MR MOUNT: Is there any reason why 

you would have told the Police some-
thing wrong? 

MR KAHUI: I just do not think I got 
the – I mean, I am not accurate on 
those times. 

MR MOUNT: Okay. Let us not worry 
about whether it was 5 o’clock or 
whatever time. You definitely fed them 
again after that feed where April fed 
Cru, right? And before the CPR? 

CORONER: Is that correct? 
MR KAHUI: I am not too sure, sir. No. 
MR MOUNT: Can you think of any 
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reason why you would have told the 
Police something wrong? 

MR KAHUI: No. No, sorry. 
MR MOUNT: So when you think 

about it wrong, even if you got the time 
5 or 6 o’clock wrong, it is correct that 
you did feed them again after – – – 

MR WILKINSON-SMITH: Well, 
sir, he has asked that three times, he 
has said he does not know, and I am 
worried my learned friend is trying to 
make it sound like a submission. 

CORONER: No, he is not making it 
sound like a submission, he is trying to 
get to the truth. 

MR WILKINSON-SMITH: Well, the 
answer is he does not know. He has said 
that three times, and in my submission 
he has given his answer on that and 
three times is – to ask it twice might be 
arguably objectionable, but asking it 
three times and to get the same answer, 
I do not think – it does not necessitate 
to be asked for a fourth time. 

CORONER: The witness is not an 
ordinary witness and there may be a 
need for an extraordinarily different 
approach. Carry on, Mr Mount, but 
bear in mind what has just been said by 
Mr Wilkinson-Smith. 

MR MOUNT: Perhaps I will approach 
you in this way. Feeding the twins was 
a big job? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: I think you said it could 

take an hour? 
MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: For one person to feed 

both twins would take even longer 
than an hour? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, it would. 
MR MOUNT: Feeding the twins was 

probably the number one most impor-
tant thing you had to do when you 
were looking after them? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: When the Police officer 

was talking to you, she was very interested 
in what had happened with feeding? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: After you told her that 

you fed the twins at about five o’clock, 
she went back and she confirmed it a 
second time with you? 

MR KAHUI: Sorry? 
MR MOUNT: We have just seen in 

that second clip that the Police Officer 
went back and confirmed with you, 
this is the reference at page 7, con-
firmed with you that you had fed them 
about five o’clock? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
MR MOUNT: You were not trying to 

lie to her, were you? 
MR KAHUI: No, I was not trying to 

lie to her, no. 
MR MOUNT: So would you accept 

that what you told the Police that day 
must be right? 

MR KAHUI: Well – I do not know if it 
was exactly that time, so. 

MR MOUNT: I appreciate you might 
not remember now whether it was 
exactly five o’clock or exactly what time 
on the clock it was, would you accept that 
you did feed them some time between 
Macsyna leaving the house and CPR? 

MR KAHUI: I could have. 
MR MOUNT: You could have? 
CORONER: Mr Kahui, as time goes 

on, our memories get dimmer, they 
start to fade – our memories of events, 
do they not? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, they do. 
CORONER: You can remember 

events best during the few days after 
the event and then as time goes on you 
might not remember them so well, do 
you think that is true? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: Would you agree that 

what you told the Police in the inter-
view, the day after the event, would be 
likely to be true, that is that you fed the 
babies about five o’clock? 

MR KAHUI: Yes, it could be true, I am 
not certain that it was at that time, yes. 

CORONER: I know you are not cer-

tain now, but would you have told the 
Police that you fed the babies about five 
o’clock unless you were certain of that 
or unless you remembered it? 

MR KAHUI: I would have, yes, I 
think I was just going off my head. 

CORONER: Going off your -? 
MR KAHUI: Like off my – from the 

time I had actually remembered feed-
ing them to that time, yes. 

CORONER: You mean from the time 
that April last fed them? 

MR KAHUI: Yes. 
CORONER: What, on a six-hours basis? 
MR KAHUI: Yes, I would have been 

going from that. I do not exactly know 
– I know I said it in there, I do not actu-
ally know if I did feed them at that time. 

CORONER: You do not know 
whether you did? 

MR KAHUI: I do not remember, yes. 
CORONER: But at the interview you 

said you did, did you not? 
MR KAHUI: Yes, I did. 
CORONER: And you agree that your 

memory would have been better for 
events then than it would be now? 

MR KAHUI: Yes.
The cross examination doesn’t capture 

the full flavour of just how far Chris 
had taken his feeding story. In one of 
his police video interviews, he not only 
states that they fed at 5pm on the Mon-
day, but that they also fed “normally” 
at 11pm before quietly going to sleep. In 
his first two video interviews, Chris also 
claims he fed the twins on the Tuesday 
morning after the breathing incident, 
and that Cru – who’d been unconscious 
the night before – took ¾ of his usual 
feed. These are pretty explicit comments, 
and he made them within 24 hours of 
the events in question. At the inquest 
this had all changed…

Extracted from the book Breaking 

Silence, which carries the most 

comprehensive details of Chris Kahui’s 

cross examination ever published.

Often when it looked like Chris Kahui was 
sailing into dangerous waters, he was frequently 
rescued by his lawyer, prompting a stern rebuke 

from Coroner Garry Evans
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N
o democracy can 
survive and remain 
healthy if the decision-
making passes from 
the individuals who 

should be determining its directions…
its very people. When the creeping 
power of the state and its usurpation of 
decision-making have produced a feel-
ing of powerlessness, resentment, even 
apathy on the part of individuals, then 
what eventuates is what GK Chesterton 
warned of, that “A tired democracy 
becomes a dictatorship.”

Some hold with good reason that 
a supposedly democratic country 
where vitally important decisions are 
inflicted on the citizens by Members of 
Parliament who have become power-
ful ministers of the Crown, in fact, 
determining the country’s directions 
under a highly controlling leader, but 
who have never been actually elected to 
Parliament, cannot legitimately be con-

sidered a genuine democracy. Certainly 
we are now faced with the situation 
where List MPs who have never passed 
the scrutiny of an electorate, and who 
were in fact chosen not by grassroots 
party members but individually 
selected by Prime Minister John Key 
himself – and so owe their first loyalty 
to him – have imposed and continue to 
impose on us all decisions in which we 
have had no part.

Is this healthy? Is it time for reflec-
tion as a country? 

Travelling by train recently across 
France from Bordeaux to Switzerland, 
having been in England during the 
striking celebration of support for the 
British monarchy – (our ties to which 
have afforded us important constitu-
tional protection now under threat) 
– I had time to reflect. Unforgettable 
was the magnificent pageant of the 
great fleet of around a thousand boats 
from all around the world, big and 
small, triumphantly coming down the 
Thames in honour of Queen Eliza-
beth’s Diamond Jubilee. None were 
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Contrary to a not uncommon perception, I 
found individual French helpful, kind, patient, 

often with a quick wit and sense of humour that 
crossed cultural boundaries

more enthusiastically greeted than 
the gallant little ships of Dunkirk, so 
important in saving from Nazi tyranny 
a Britain that stood alone – while the 
free world held its breath. England 
now also remembered a young woman 
who, too, had taken her part in the 
war effort. More than a million people 
turned out to support her as history 
once more sailed the Thames.

Pivotal moments in our own times… 
sometimes past before we properly 
realise them. How free any longer, is 
and will, be New Zealand – how free 
the free world?

Watching the French country-
side flash by with its vine-
yards and old farmhouses, 

orange-roofed and mellow in the sun-
light of the region that my great-grand-
father left to settle in Akaroa, I was 
struck by lessons learned, re-learned…
some never learned. The contrast 
between the people of a country and 
its government? This journey, not in 
one of France’s main north-south show 
trains, but overland to Switzerland, 
skirted great cities, historic flashpoints 
from Bordeaux to Toulouse, over-
nighting at the great walled city of Car-
cassonne where the memory of ancient 
butchery still palpably lingers in its 
steep, cobbled streets below the tower-
ing castle. Then on to Lyon – and along 
the whole way, as tunnels and bridges, 
fences, embankments, small stations 
flashed by, dark garish graffiti scrawled 
everywhere, metres-high, made a 
shocking and depressing impact, 
providing its own commentary. It was 
only when the welcome climb began up 
towards Switzerland, Geneva, Zurich, 
Lucerne, against the background of 
beautifully preserved countryside and 
highly contented cows that the spoiling 
of the countryside virtually stopped. 

France looked like a country that had 
given up in its battle against vandal-

ism, a form of barbarism in which the 
deliberate spoiling, the aggressive self-
assertion, the grotesque imagery struck 
me as paralleled by today’s reversion 
to primitivism which includes in this 
country the growing defacing of the 
human body by tattooing. Every siding 
we saw, every train pulling into sta-
tions had its carriages walls covered by 
this graffiti, an all-prevailing ugliness 
even seen on isolated barns near the 
farmhouses. Something seems to have 
gone very wrong with France.

Not the people encountered. Con-
trary to a not uncommon perception, 
I found individual French helpful, 
kind, patient, often with a quick wit 
and sense of humour that crossed 
cultural boundaries. Like the time I 
absentmindedly enquired of a conduc-
tor, Parlez-vous Francais? Instead of 
Anglais, and he replied in French with 
a twinkle that he rather hoped so… 
before we both began to laugh. Or the 
time the helpful waiter we had begun 
to know in Bordeaux was briefly racked 
with anxiety when I again distract-
edly asked for Jus de Fromage…instead 
of Jus de Pomme, before his look of 
consternation, mingled with anxiety to 
please, made me hastily correct what 
I was saying – whereupon he virtually 
collapsed with relief and mirth… and 
subsequently smiled and waved when-
ever we went past. 

Goodwill that crossed boundaries, 
helped perhaps by the fact that I have 
enough French to be understood. How-
ever, what struck me as a myth (except 
perhaps in Paris where apparently Eng-
lish is widely spoken) is the claim that 
nearly everyone in France speaks Eng-
lish. On the contrary about 90% of the 
French people encountered in cafes, 
restaurants, the hotel, shops, at rail-
way stations, officials here and there, 
even in the three departments of the 
municipal archives in Bordeaux that I 
visited for research purposes, did not 

speak English. Moreover, most were 
not indifferent to this fact, but apolo-
getic, embarrassed, and self-deprecat-
ing…un peu. One beautifully coiffured 
older woman in a shop sadly tried to 
explain that she had no practice… And 
incidentally, it was interesting to notice 
the care many older women took with 
their appearance, standing well, many 
still very attractive, even when classi-
cally austere, more than holding their 
own compared to the younger women.

Kindness and helpfulness are uni-
versal. But what French officialdom 
has not taken on board any more than 
have iwi activists here (so very much 
disadvantaging part-Maori children 
by demanding their immersion in an 
demonstrably inauthentic and rein-
vented “Maori’ language – how does 
one teach mathematics, chemistry, 
physics, electronics, and many abstract 
concepts in authentic Maori?) is that a 
government obsession with maintain-
ing the priority of French presents any 
other than French-speaking travellers 
with an almost impossible task: In a 
now supposedly one-globe environment, 
all messages were written spoken, or 
more frequently gabbled only in French. 

The contrast with Switzerland later 
was striking, and it was no surprise to 
find a far better organised, relaxed and 
helpful environment for the traveller. 
There all the signs and announcements 
were in French, German and English, 
the trains, too, clean and comfort-
able, leaving from well-advertised 
and signposted platforms with their 
seats largely facing forward. France, in 
contrast, was shockingly ill-organised, 
or else simply perverse in its provi-
sions. In a very large station such as 
Toulouse, its several train platforms, 
connected by neither lifts nor acces-
sible escalators, but merely by stone 
steps stretching underground and up 
to neighbouring platforms in sequence, 
again, all signs – as with the usual rat-
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a-tat announcements – were in French 
only. Heaven help the non-French-
speaking traveller.

Moreover, in a kind of wilful stupid-
ity, only eight minutes warning was 
given at any of these stations to notify 
passengers from which platform the 
train was shortly leaving, in order 
to join an instantly moving crowd 
attempting to heave luggage up and 
down and under the tracks to get to the 
right platform in time. Moreover, the 
(quite probably graffiti-adorned) long 
trains sometimes had the first-class 
carriages at the front, sometimes at the 
back – one had to race against time to 
find out. There were never any trol-
leys, nor porters, no help with heavy 
suitcases up steep and narrow steps 
into the inadequate transit and storage 
space between carriages which piled 
up with others’ suitcases or bikes. I 
was reminded that once trains carried 
a luggage van – platforms had trolleys 
and porters. Was this progress?

Nor was it the case that French 
officialdom could not give more than 
the ridiculous eight minute notifica-
tion of a particular platform designated 
for a leaving train. On one occasion I 
managed to elicit information from a 
helpful official wandering around near 
a ticket office – a rarity in it. In the face 
of a refusal from the sour apparatchik 
behind the glass window, he himself 
obligingly unfolded an official form 
with all the day’s listings. We then 
skipped a chance to get breakfast to get 
to this far platform well ahead of time, 
to make sure, with suitcases, overnight 
plane bags, wearing jackets too hot in 
the heat – to save carrying them – and 
in my case, trying to stop my over-
heavy handbag holding all tickets, 
wallet, passports, travel cards, etc. 
slipping off a now damaged shoulder. 
After all at least a refreshment trolley 
was due on this long leg of the journey. 
But it never eventuated, and our first 
real meal was at 6 p.m. that night, after 
having been forced to travel back-
wards for hours, uncomfortable for 
the queasy, because French officialdom 
can’t be bothered reversing the seats 
in the trains when appropriate with a 
change of direction.

The traveller facing backwards, 
then views the countryside once it has 

passed, instead of welcoming it com-
ing towards him – disconcerting and 
irritating. And then there is the actual 
having to stand on a stretch of journey 
in a first-class carriage, booked ahead 
to make sure there was room on the 
train…

What one inevitably reflects 
upon is that France seems 
to have lost the plot. Over a 

two-day journey to Switzerland I saw 
not one family in France using these 
trains, no children or teenagers at all. 
The challenge of manoeuvring awk-
ward or heavy luggage up and down 
those concrete steps over, and under, 
and over again platforms one must 
navigate at the last minute militates 
against this. Moreover, the anti-visitor 
attitude which provides no directions 
or helpful information in English, the 
universal language of so many other 
countries including East European and 
Scandinavian peoples, as 
well as British, Austra-
lians, New Zealanders 
, Americans and Cana-
dians epitomises a lack 
of reality, if not sheer 
bloody mindedness, on 
the part of the French 
bureaucracy, myopic, out 
of touch and unwelcoming.

Add to this the surprising discovery 
that most of the French cooking that 
we encountered was average, some 
surprisingly awful, even in the tourist 
centre of a major city like Bordeaux. 
Something is in decline in a country 
famous for its cooking when one hands 
back to an apologetic waiter French 
fries – brulées! – with burnt an accu-
rate description, and when one leaves 
halfway through a meal in another 
well-placed café, subsequently find-
ing that others’ internet reviews have 
labelled its food as unforgivably bad.

In contrast, however, to the constant 
disparagement of those British cultural 
roots shared by so many New Zealand-
ers and now under attack in this coun-
try – (described by English philosopher 
Roger Scruton as “ ‘the repudiation of 
inheritance and home…’ the contemp-
tuous rejection of everything that one’s 
parents and grandparents respected, 
fed by the vanity of a new and sup-

posedly enlightened 
way of looking at the 
world” – so much of 
England deserves to be 
celebrated. The contrast 
between the constant 
sniping about colonial-
ism in this country and 

so much of what England has going for 
it is cause for a closer look at this attack 
continually mounted upon the forbears 
of a majority of New Zealanders. And 
it was in England, in the heart of Kent, 
that we came upon a very old Brit-
ish pub which deservedly achieved its 
award for the best lunch in England! 

Our English forebears deserve to be 
honoured – and even those of us with 
other cultural roots, mine, French and 
Celtic, with no English ancestry that 
I know of, have long loved this coun-
try, growing up as children steeped 
in its literature, initially its wonder-
ful children’s stories, then what its 
great writers and poets handed down, 
in particular their love of this land, 
every corner, every twist and turn 
and aspect – and of its long-enduring 
people. Time for reflection… Why 
has this splendid inheritance of the 
mind, a celebration of its people and 
its land, which so contrasted with the 
graffiti-covered countryside of France, 

The anti-visitor 
attitude which 
provides no 
directions or helpful 
information in 
English epitomises a 
lack of reality 
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been so long withheld not only from 
the present generation of New Zealand 
children but, tragically, impoverished 
that of their parents?

We were lucky enough, in the 
early weeks of sunshine, to 
see through our own eyes 

this time along the oak-lined country 
roads, lit by mile upon mile of the 
white light of May, Hawthorn blos-
som, white elderflowers, the delicacy 
of Queen Anne’s Lace. And in the deep 
woods of West Sussex, stretching far 
back through hundreds of centuries, 
we waited by badger setts at night, 
hearing a fox bark close by or catch-
ing glimpses of one, then two, by the 
side of the tracks. Deer in the twilight, 
heads suddenly lifted high, called 
their young before melting into the 
undergrowth. Bats wheeled close by 
above small woodland streams, and 
owls still come to roost in the great 
barns – while not far in the distance 
the planes climb high 
about Gatwick airport, 
silhouetted against a 
rising moon.

Then the stunning 
architecture of those 
great cathedrals; Chich-
ester with its tomb of 
the armoured knight, 
his lady holding his 
hand, she turned towards him, immor-
talised in Phillip Larkin’s home An 
Arundel Tomb – and knowing one is 
standing where one of England’s most 
loved poets saw what one can now see:

“…Their final blazon, and to prove 
Our almost-instinct almost true: 
What will survive of us is love.”

Somehow, some spirit of the past has 
fled from the still breathtaking interior 
of King’s College Chapel in Cam-
bridge, and while one stands in awe 
at the stunning architecture of great 
York Minster, built at the crossroads of 
the Roman occupation of Britain, the 
money changers in the temple; the buy-
ing and selling of goods and services 
within; the laying out of dining tables 
inside the nave on top of artificial lawn 
for a special occasion: all this is quite 
wrong. It was above all, in Ely Cathe-

dral, where candles were being lit in 
front of the back altar, illuminating 
against the growing dusk the beauty 
of the stained-glass windows that a 
feeling of palpable holiness steeped 
from its stone and its history. This, and 
the strikingly noble effigies of two of 
its tombs, survived the anomaly of the 
fundraising so wrongly also taking 
place nearer its entrance. 

In West Sussex I found that last 
resting place of the French-English 
Hilaire Belloc in the little village of 
West Grinstead close to the great South 
Downs Way, that high chalk ridgeway 
stretching across Britain, tramped for 
millennia by wave after wave of visitors 
dating back to Neolithic times. Belloc, 
one of the greatest of the 20th century 
English writers and poets has had his 
body of work quite deliberately with-
held from young New Zealanders who 

deserve to have been made familiar 
with our splendid heritage of literature. 
He loved West Sussex and immor-
talised this lovely area in his evocative 
and moving poem, The South Country. 

… “If I ever become a rich man, 
Or if ever I grow to be old, 
I will build a house with deep thatch 
To shelter me from the cold, 
And there shall the Sussex songs be 
sung
And the story of Sussex told

I will hold my house in the high wood 
Within a walk of the sea, 
And the men that were boys when I 
was a boy 
Shall sit and drink with me.”

What can one say about the fact that 
so much bequeathed to us by previ-

Tomb of Richard 
Fitzalan, Earl of 
Arundel, and his 
second wife Eleanor. 
Sculpture, 14th 
century. Chichester 
(West Sussex, England)
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ous generations is not taught in our 
schools, although New Zealanders 
are continually, so very untruthfully 
being told that they have no cultural 
heritage…while the message of Maori 
triumphalism in every area of our 
national life is trumpeted? Instead of 
their own heritage, withheld, too, from 
all part-Maori now sharing English 
ancestry, our young, for a full half 
century now, have had the war poets 
centre-staged in English literature 
classes as these can so usefully be used 
in the cause of pacifism, the indicting 
of our forebears – all very useful in that 
war against the West waged by the fifth 
columnists who infiltrated our educa-
tion system. If it isn’t the war poets, it 
is the banalities of a Sam Hunt and the 
untalented, unskilled posturing of the 
wannabes, who quite demonstrably 
aren’t. These include recent poet Laure-
ates, and almost inevitably, much-fêted 
University backed performers. Their 
inadequacy when compared with the 
richness of our real heritage is not only 
embarrassing – it is arguably culpable.

It was impossible not to reflect 
upon how much this country owes 
Britain in terms of our now shame-

fully neglected cultural heritage, richer 
by far through its roots stretching back 
to ancient civilisations and the many 
peoples who contributed to its trea-
sure trove… Romans, Greeks, Celts, 
Arabs, Egyptians, Yugoslavs, Phoeni-
cians… virtually every known race in 
the world with whom our peripatetic 
ancestors came into contact. And yet 
this richness has been squandered, 
forced aside by the centre-staging for 
political, economic and ego-driven 
social advantage of a radicalised activ-
ism which has a unique, but basically 
restricted, primitive inheritance of 

Actually I got so used to the increase in salary 
I told the Prime Minister you’d better be good 

because if the other guys get in I’ll sell myself over 
there to keep my ministerial salary. I just got a new 

house, man – I can’t afford it on a backbencher 
salary so I’m up for grabs. ” – Pita Sharples

supposed Maori superiority – attacking 
European “colonialism”.

The advantages to Maori of the 
colonisation of this country have been 
immense – but never acknowledged. 
It is worth reflecting that the lesson 
learned from the tragedy of today’s 
Africa is now recognised to be that 
there were, and are, far worse things 
than colonisation, including constant 
warfare, barbarism, cannibalism, tribal 
over-lordship and its tyranny – and that 
these include today’s post-colonialism…
It is even now mooted that there is one 
thing worse than colonialism for what 
were Third World peoples – and that 
this is post-colonialism… when “The 
Captains and the Kings depart…”

There are today important questions 
to be faced, whether the West is once 
more at the crossroads, at risk again of 
a powerful Germany still ambitious to 
be the powerhouse of Europe, seek-
ing to bring all European nations into 
a “One ring to rule them all“ circle of 

compliance, envisaged as dominated by 
a One World Government long in the 
planning with an economic powerhouse 
which Germany undoubtedly intends to 
dominate. The misgivings of those who 
long foresaw the folly of the imposing of 
the Euro on markedly different econo-
mies have been well and truly substanti-
ated as an even more insidious agenda 
unfolds – the push to achieve political 
dominance with the compliance of all 
the Euro-involved countries to arrive at 
what would be virtually a totalitarian 
state like that of the former discredited 
Communist bloc, compelling obedience 
from its member countries by overrid-
ing their constitutions.

The typical equivocating by Brit-
ain’s present Prime Minister – no 
doubt as with Tony Blair and our own 
John Key – (endorsing, in the face of 
national opposition in this country, 
the infamous anti-smacking legislation 
– while ignoring the wishes of New 
Zealanders so that he could endorse 
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stability, a genuine democracy and excellent race 

relations across its four peoples, Switzerland 
impresses the traveller with the recognition of the 

respect its countrymen have for their own flag
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this requirement of the UN) have one 
thing in common – the ambition of 
self-promoting individuals with an eye 
to featuring on the world stage after 
parliamentary death. They can only 
do so while they remain acceptable 
to the powerbrokers of Europe. What 
may save Britain once again will be 
if enough of Cameron’s Conservative 
party ministers have the courage to 
listen to the anti-EU feeling held by the 
majority of Britons to control him.

A cabinet challenging a self-willed 
leader? This isn’t happening 
in New Zealand, where any 

perception that we had a democracy 
has been gradually seen for what it is. 
Where in the past we had individual 
MPs of sufficient integrity to cross the 
floor of the House and vote in con-
science against their own party, today’s 
MPs can be relied upon to simply 
endorse the wishes of the party leader, 
refusing to even respect that of their 
constituents in order to retain their 
power and perks within Parliament. 
Maori leader Pita Sharples made this 
quite plain, quoted by Patrick Leyland 
in 2010: “Actually I got so used to the 
increase in salary I told the Prime 
Minister you’d better be good because 
if the other guys get in I’ll sell myself 
over there to keep my ministerial salary. 
I just got a new house, man – I can’t 
afford it on a backbencher salary so I’m 
up for grabs. ”

Why should we doubt this? No won-
der John Key so confidently asserts, 
obviously quite rightly as he knows his 
man, that the Maori Party is not going 
to break its agreement with National. 
The rest is simply posturing by both 
parties for advantage.

Is this all we deserve, parliamentar-
ians basically out for number one?

Not so the Swiss, I thought as our 
train moved towards the great success 

story of the West, leaving behind the 
paradox that is France – intelligent, 
fine people everywhere, served by 
largely unhelpful officials and a politi-
cal environment foolishly ignoring the 
reality of English as a near-universal 
language, withholding official com-
munication in any but their own. 
Moreover, one cannot but wonder 
how the French have so long been 
conned into celebrating their bloody 
revolution, one of the most infamous 
periods in European history, where, 
during what should have been an age 
of enlightenment, the French allowed 
the prolonged, barbarous butchering 
of so many innocent people, not so 
much in reaction against the excesses 
of the aristocracy, but because of the 
hatred, spite, hubris and envy of the 
leaders of the revolution. What should 
be a national day of shame instead 
celebrates this long period of bloody 
barbarism, cruelty and vindictiveness. 

And in New Zealand, we have 
the constant disparagement of the 
determined campaigning against 
our history-carrying flag by those 
whose misanthropic attitudes towards 
our forbears – and what has been in 
so many ways the great legacy they 
handed on to us . It is reflected in the 
call to reject what our flag symbolises, 
to replace it by a fern leaf. This cam-
paign is unlikely to succeed any more 
than the constant push to remove our 
ties with the British Crown – our most 
important bulwark against politicians 
seizing even more power for them-
selves. Canada’s change to a maple 
leaf, what many see as an inadequate 
emblem, was highly unpopular, for 
good reason. And we should make 
no mistake about why the symbolism 
and ties to the past represented on our 
own flag are being constantly attacked. 
These aggressive movements are all 
part of the radicalised attack on the 

West, basically underpinned and stabi-
lised by Christianity with its emphasis 
on individual conscience – plus the 
right to dignity and the responsibili-
ties of the individual. The reality of the 
fact of responsibilities is too often the 
forgotten part what is necessary for any 
democracy to survive.

 A far more successful country in 
achieving stability, a genuine democ-
racy and excellent race relations across 
its four peoples, Switzerland impresses 
the traveller with the recognition of the 
respect its countrymen have for their 
own flag. Flown proudly everywhere 
throughout the countryside, its cheer-
ful white cross on a red background 
can be found on houses, shops, railway 
stations, and on the steamers sail-
ing out on Lake Lucerne to the island 
where the Swiss regard their nation as 
finally having been forged, at Ruti, the 
so-called cradle of the Swiss Confed-
eration, on a meadow beneath rugged 
mountains. The legend of William Tell 
and his resistance, too, is the symbol of 
rebellion against the kind of arbitrary 
rule and undemocratic, venal decision-
making we now have in this country.

What is undeniable is that Switzer-
land, whose citizens have very sensibly 
resisted joining the EU, has prospered 
more than all other Western countries 
because its people themselves, not its 
very much part-time government, 
make the final decisions concerning 
its legislation and directions. In other 
words, individuals are expected to 
contribute, and, assisted by vigorous 
and informed debate, to shoulder the 
consequences of their own decision-
making for their country – refusing 
to have these inflicted upon them by 
politicians. Moreover, in contrast to 
our own now fragmented cities where 
New Zealanders are increasingly forced 
into too close habitation by the unaf-
fordability of family-friendly suburban 
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sections, with lawn and vegetable 
garden, and so compounding the 
intrusive problem of noise caused by 
idiocy, drunkenness and conscience-
less behaviour, Switzerland has also 
insisted on a particular and prime 
requisite for social harmony – peace 
and quiet for its citizens in their own 
homes to relax, work, or sleep – with-
out noise inflicted by mindless inner 
city inhabitants.

It is striking that the Swiss do not 
allow Friday and Saturday night par-
ties, for example, to interfere with 
neighbours. One’s noise is expected 
to remain within one’s own boundar-
ies, something we are well overdue to 
emphasise in this country to replace 
the inadequate policy-policing by our 
too liberal noise control officers – more 
really realistically described as noise 
accommodation officers. The Swiss 
attitude is that you can be anything 
you like as long – as you don’t disturb 
anyone else – a marked contrast to the 
philosophy here of the I-can-do any-
thing-I-like brigade. I was cheerfully 
enlightened to the fact by ex-patriot 
New Zealand friends who, in contrast 
to what this country has become, 
celebrate the fact of Swiss civility and 
courtesy -and show no wish to return. 
In Switzerland, you want to have a 
celebration party? Then you drop a 
polite note to your neighbours with an 
apology, and let them know that it will 
be ending about 11 p.m. in case they 
would like to absent themselves for 
the evening. I was very struck by the 
notice in the helpful hotel we stayed at 
in Zurich, which, under the heading 
“Rules of House”, stated “We kindly 
ask for absolute silence in the hallways 
from 11 p.m. until 8 a.m...” That is a 
civilised society.

What has been impossible not to 
reflect on as a consequence of this 
recent trip was that the Swiss have 
grown up politically and intellectually 
as a people , but that New Zealanders 
in the main have not – or, alternatively, 
that as a society we have deteriorated 
in our expectation of what is and isn’t 
important to this country and its 
people… not only to come of age but 
to not lose touch with, and honour, the 
best of our past – as it comes under 
determined attack from those wishing 

ultimately wishing us 
harm. 

In the lovely city of 
Lucerne I was struck by 
the extraordinary compe-
tence and tragic pathos of 
one of the world’s greatest 
sculptures found in a 
grotto of the inner city, surrounded by 
a group of trees behind a pool of quietly 
trickling water. The Lion of Lucerne, 
what Mark Twain called the “saddest 
and most moving piece of rock in the 
world” is a quite stunning sculpture 
of a wounded lion – in memory of the 
loyalty and courage of Swiss guards 
massacred in the 1792 French revolution. 
The detail and expression on the lion’s 
face alone is compellingly moving.

Only too inevitably, then, it 
was recently rubbished by a 
much-fêted Dominion colum-

nist who, coincidently, must have been 
in Lucerne at the same time. Concepts 
of honour, courage and fidelity – even 
to the point of laying down one’s life 
for others – have become a very easy 
target for the self-appointed élites, that 
second-rate commentariat disparaging 
the heritage of the West. This colum-
nist did neither this very special city 
nor this great sculpture justice. 

Whereas the British are still capable, 
of rallying, under the cultural protec-
tion of the monarchy as an institution 
(rather than that of its more wayward 
family members) to celebrate the best 
of their past… as in the magnificent 
spectacle of the procession of ships 

making their way down 
the Thames, once more 
into history, we are the 
poorer for withering 
under the attack which 
has been launched upon 
us. A determination to 
honour the best of the 

past and its significance for the present, 
as the historian Kenneth Clark pointed 
out in his book and television series, 
Civilisation, is essential for any such 
civilisation to survive.

In New Zealand, however, the writ-
ing is on the wall, differently from lit-
erally as in France, not so much in the 
form of the physical but political and 
intellectual graffiti infiltrating society 
in recent decades, so that the growing 
feedback from those of an older and 
wiser generation, more steeped in the 
lessons of the past – as well as from 
well- intentioned but now disappointed 
past immigrants – is that the lovely 
country they arrived in has gradually 
squandered its inheritance.

So we have. But for our children and 
grandchildren’s sake... what excuse do 
we have to not begin reclaiming it? 

As the only realistic way of doing 
so is to insist upon the one step in 
particular the very smart Swiss took 
to become the foremost country that 
they now are, why would you, too, not 
support the only movement with the 
potential to achieve this? It is the 100 
Days – Claiming back New Zealand.  

© Amy Brooke

www.100days.co.nz

The Lion of Lucerne, 
carved out of natural 
rock in 1820, outside 
the Gletschergarten 
(Glacier Garden) in 
Lucerne /Newscom

http://www.100days.co.nz
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Is drinking while pregnant a major cause of crime?

mother 

made me do it
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troversial one, and raises the question: 
What is the right way for FAS sufferers 
to be treated when they have commit-
ted crimes?

Back here in New Zealand, Director 
of Rethinking Crime and Punishment, 
Kim Workman, says we, in this coun-
try are going about it the wrong way. 

While no research has been done 
here, a University of Washington 
study discovered that 35 per cent of all 
FAS sufferers in America have been 
in prison. As well as that, a Canadian 
study revealed that males with FAS 
are 19 times more likely to end up in 
prison, and that 20 per cent of all pris-
oners are behaviourally impaired due 
to pre natal alcohol consumption.

“My observation would be, that that 
would probably be about right for New 
Zealand,” says Workman.  “There’s a 
whole lot of issues that can affect those 
offenders when they come into the 
criminal justice system.” 

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome is at the 
top end of the Foetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) scale, and while not 
many people suffer from extreme cases 
of FAS, many will still suffer behav-
iourally from their mothers’ consump-
tion of alcohol while they were in the 
womb.

These sufferers are more likely to 
engage in low level offenses such as 
shoplifting and theft, according to 
Workman, and are also more likely to 
be repeat offenders, as they lack the 
ability to learn from their mistakes.

“They have no impulse control. They 
see something they like, they take it. 
They don’t think of the future conse-
quences of their behaviour. They have 
difficulty taking responsibility for 
their actions and they make very bad 
judgements.

e don’t follow death 
row debates that 

closely in New Zealand, 
but in the United States 

right now argument is 
raging in Texas over Mark 

Anthony Soliz, a Foetal Alco-
hol Syndrome (FAS) sufferer 

trying to escape the death pen-
alty on the grounds that he is mentally 
retarded because of the disorder.

Soliz, 30, whose mother consumed 
copious amounts of alcohol, used 
drugs and sniffed paint while preg-
nant, was convicted of murdering 
Nancy Weatherly on June 29, 2010 fol-
lowing a drug-fuelled crime spree that 
left another man dead and two injured. 

According to evidence presented at 
the trial, Soliz knocked on the door 
of the elderly woman’s home, and – 
ignoring her pleas for mercy – shot 
her in the head, later laughing at her 
accent. 

Soliz, and a few others in relatively the 
same position as he, is pinning his hopes 
on the case of Daryl Atkins, who was 
sentenced to death after, at the age of 18, 
shooting and killing a man in 1996. 

With an IQ of 59, Atkins was ruled 
by the US Supreme Court in 2002 
(Atkins vs Virginia) to be mentally 
retarded and therefore he should be 
excluded from the death penalty, as 
they believed it would violate the 
Eighth Amendment’s prohibition 
against cruel and unusual punishment.

It is with this precedent in mind that 
Soliz’ defence lawyers seek to achieve 
a reprieve for him, claiming that FAS 
sufferers should be treated the same as 
those with mental retardation, as they 
have diminished mental capacities, even 
though their IQ’s usually test higher.

The debate is an interesting and con-
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“The other thing is that they are 
extremely susceptible to peer pres-
sure and they often will, for example, 
confess to crimes that they didn’t com-
mit because they want to please their 
mates. So they’ll take the rap. They also 
have a bad habit of making confes-
sions willingly, even though they may 
not have committed a crime. Often it 
becomes an issue of trying to please the 
police or whoever.” 

The argument put forward by many 
defence lawyers is that those with 
FASD have diminished capacity and 
are highly suggestible, meaning that 
their ability to testify and present their 
case is somewhat limited, and some 
don’t understand what’s happening in 
the trial.

P unishment and rehabilitation, 
Workman says, are not the 
things we should be focussing 

on for people with this disorder.
“The rehabilitation is not much use 

to them because they can’t reason. 
They have no cognitive ability and so 
the only thing you can do is provide 
them the support and medication, 
probably. You can give them things like 
job training, family support and so on 
which will help them keep out of trou-
ble, but you can’t provide them with 
therapeutic interventions because they 
simply are incapable of responding.”

Workman stresses that there is a 
wide range of FASD sufferers, with 
most on the lower end committing 
lesser crimes, while others, though not 
many, on the top end, who can be com-
pared to someone with a very serious 
mental deficiency.

“In each case I think it would have 
to be a matter of medical opinion as to 
whether they were up to understanding 
what they were doing or not,” he says.

“A lot of the people that I’ve had 
dealings with who were at the lower 
end, keep on coming back into prison 
all the time, for repeat offending. A 
lot of those guys, if they get put on 
probation and they’re on parole, and 
they have to report, they never turn 
up on time, they forget the appoint-
ments, you can’t give them complex 
or multiple instructions or conditions 
because they just forget about them. So 
the most you can do with those people 

is provide them with a high degree of 
regulation around their behaviour. 
And that means having family and 
other support to keep reminding them 
of how they should behave and what 
they should be doing.

“They’re incapable of working out that 
they’re going to get caught again, so they 
just carry on doing the same things all 
the time. Disorder, drunk and alcohol 
offending, receiving stolen goods, con-
verting cars is another one. They keep on 
coming back. The thing about them is; 
the seriousness of their offending doesn’t 
change. They keep on committing minor 
crimes at the same level.”

Workman believes that if we were to 
assess criminals in New Zealand for 
FASD, we could adjust their treatment 
accordingly.

“You can say ‘let’s not do rehab, 
that’s not going to work. Let’s provide 
them with some job skills and training 
and some life skills and then make sure 
that they have support.’

“Why aren’t we actually identifying 
who these people are at the outset and 
working out the best way of managing 
them? If 20% of our prisoners suffer in 
some degree or other in Foetal Alcohol 
Syndrome, why aren’t we responding 
to that in the same way we’re respond-
ing to people with head injuries? Often 
people with head injuries have short 
fuses and they’re explosive and can 
be quite dangerous and some of these 
guys can be too because they have 
anger outbursts.

“I think you need to say to your-
selves ‘What is the best thing you can 
do with this person to reduce their 
reoffending?’”

Many people with FASD cope well 
when in prison, because of the struc-
ture and routine. However, when 
they get back out, the lack of routine 
means they fall back into the same old 
patterns.

In US death row inmate Atkins’ 
case, Workman believes it is difficult to 
decide what should be done, given that 
somebody with an IQ of 59 probably 
does not have the capacity to under-
stand the moral difference between 
right and wrong.

“If a psychiatrist could establish that 
they were incapable of understand-
ing the difference then it clearly might 

impact on the decision not to impose 
the death penalty because it would be 
considered a cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, in the States, I guess, under 
the constitution.”

So how big a part does FASD play 
when those who have it commit a 
crime? In Workman’s opinion, most 
people suffering from it would not 
commit the crimes if they did not have 
the disorder, as FASD eliminates their 
ability to apply any moral reasoning 
to a situation, and causes them to act 
spontaneously on impulses, without 
thinking through the consequences. 

“They get caught up in the moment. 
If there’s a fight or if there’s something 
happening, they’ll buy into it. Often 
they want to gain approval from their 
mates. They have very low self-esteem 
so they see it as a way of building their 
self-esteem. If they didn’t have that 
syndrome, when you look at the fact 
that they’re 19 times more likely to 
end up in prison than people without 
it, you can certainly say, clearly, if 
they didn’t have the syndrome, they 
wouldn’t do a lot of these things.”

Workman stops short of saying it’s a 
get out of jail card.

“I wouldn’t go so far as [saying it is] 
a legitimate excuse, but it’s an explana-
tion, put it that way.

“One of the things we know about 
people at the extreme end of Foetal 
Alcohol Syndrome is they’re incapable 
of showing any empathy towards peo-
ple. They don’t understand that when 
they hurt somebody, the impact of 
that, they’re incapable of understand-
ing that. They often see something and 
they want it. Somebody might suggest 
to them, they should kill somebody, 
and they’ll do it because they want to 
please people. That becomes a driver 
that overcomes any moral reasoning 
because they’re incapable of moral 
reasoning.”

Workman says it is also important 
that FASD sufferers are dealt to in a 
simple way. For example, in cases where 
they are put on parole, giving them a set 
of rules to follow won’t often work. 

“One case I saw, I think it was in 
Canada, all the parole condition had 
was one instruction. ‘You have to be 
home at 7.30pm every night.’ That was 
it. So it was like a curfew. But then 
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what the probation staff did was alert 
all this person’s friends that that was 
the condition so that they reminded 
them to be home at 7.30pm because 
if you don’t have someone to remind 
them, they actually forget. They don’t 
have any ability to plan beyond today. 
They can’t work out what they want 
to do in three months’ time or a year’s 
time or whatever. It’s beyond them.”  

The nature of crimes that FASD 
sufferers are most likely to be commit-
ting are offenses such as drink driv-
ing, drug-related offending, burglary, 
shoplifting etc. These are usually repeat 
offenses, due to their inability to make 
rational decisions.

They are also very susceptible to 

being egged on by others or taking 
extreme risks to impress others.

The key to dealing with FASD suffer-
ers and preventing them from commit-
ting further crimes is not simply put-
ting them in prison for however long it 
takes, according to Workman. Instead 
of rehabilitation, our focus needs to lie 
in establishing structure in their lives 
in the wider community. 

“I think life skills training is good 
because if they can get into a structure 
with a job that they can do and they 
can get paid and they’ve got a routine 
in their life and a lot of support around 
them, you know, family support or 
friends to support them, then it’s likely 
that the reoffending will stop or at least 

reduce.” He says. “If you leave them 
unsupported and leave them alone, 
then they’ll just keep on reoffending.”

It is clear, he argues, that Foetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorders need 
to be taken into account more when 
dealing with and rehabilitating 
criminals. More focus needs to be put 
on researching the disorder in New 
Zealand and figuring out how best to 
deal with sufferers going through the 
Criminal Justice System. Such research 
in a New Zealand context might, says 
Workman, come up with a more effec-
tive way of reducing petty crime.

Additional US reporting from 

McClatchy-Tribune newspaper group
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Jim was out preparing for his morning constitu-
tional when he heard their neighbour call out 
to her partner sitting on the front porch, “And 

what are you planning to do today Neville?”
“Nothing,” Neville responded.
She replied, “You did that yesterday”.
Jim smiled when he heard Neville retort, “I 

wasn’t finished”. Jim knew that Neville enjoyed 
watching the tide come and go from his vantage 
point on the deck. Neville and his partner Sandra 
had been retired a long time and had always been 
neighbours of Jim and Moira. 

They had witnessed Jim and Moira prosper over 
the years and knew that their prosperity was not a 
random occurrence. In the olden days, Neville and 
Sandra were like many of their age, hard working, 
dedicated souls living from paycheck to paycheck. 
Neville sensed there was something special about 
their neighbours and one day heard Moira say, “All 
that will be, when you get there, is what you send 
on ahead”.

He knew that she was talking about retirement 
and that he and Sandra were keen to learn more. 
One thing led to another and they became found-
ing members of the Jim and Moira fan club. They 
were quick learners and it did not take long for 

The secret of success

invest by peter hensley 

them to realise the fundamental wisdom that 
Moira was sharing. 

In the early days, Moira’s skill of ‘doing’ far 
outweighed her skill of ‘teaching’ the fundamentals 
of money literacy. Her awareness of how others 
approached their finances broadened over time 
and since then her teaching style had softened 
dramatically. 

Moira thought that everyone knew that the first 
step of money management was to spend less then 
you earned. This concept was foreign to Neville and 
Sandra, evidenced by their ever growing collection 
of mortgages, loans and other debts. Thankfully 
Moira offered to assist and over time their neigh-
bours adjusted their spending habits. 

Sandra warmed to the new way of life much 
easier than Neville. She understood maths and 
enjoyed the practical aspect of being in control of 
their spending, rather than it being in control of 
them. In the early days there was always too much 
month left over at the end of the money. 

Initially Moira insisted on a budget. Neville 
remembered the words, “You need to tell your 
money where to go, not sit back and wonder where 
it went. The only way to do that is to write it down”. 

Moira also insisted that it should be a joint exer-
cise as both Neville and Sandra 
had to buy into the process 
otherwise it was unlikely to work. 
Sandra was able to see the long 
term benefits immediately, how-
ever Neville (being a man) took 
longer to work it out. 

Once Neville came on board 
with the project, he started help-
ing Sandra collect coupons and 
looking for other ways to reduce 
their outgoings. Progress was 
slow at the start. Looking back 
Neville confided that their debt 
acted as an anchor. They had 
allowed it to get out of control. 

Moira’s insistence on a budget 
meant that her neighbours had 
a visual record of their progress. 
As soon as their regular expenses 
dropped below their income, she 
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started on their debt repayment program. Sandra 
naturally assumed they would apply the surplus 
towards the debt with the highest interest rate, but 
Moira had another idea. She arranged for them to 
channel their unallocated surplus to the debt with 
the smallest balance. 

It didn’t take long for Sandra to work out that 
this strategy would speed up their overall progress 
and allow them to see real tangible improvements 
by freeing up the expense allocated to the smaller 
debt once it had been extinguished. 

In the early days it was common for Neville to be 
openly critical of those who appeared to be finan-
cially better off than themselves. That was until 
he understood the process. Once he and Sandra 
adopted Moira’s plan for a brighter financial future, 
his attitude changed markedly and he started to 
yearn for life on the other side of the tracks. 

As the days drifted by, their debts were slowly 
eliminated and then all of a sudden, they were 
totally debt and mortgage free. Now that was a 
milestone they celebrated in style. In line with their 
new fiscal philosophy they rewarded themselves, 
not because they deserved it, they did it because 
they could afford it. They took themselves off to 
Hong Kong for seven days. This would prove to be 
the first of many well planned international jaunts. 

Jim had kept up to date with their neighbour’s 
progress as Neville had been an enthusiastic sec-
ond in charge of Jim’s vegetable garden. In the early 
days Jim grew vegetables as a means of reducing 
their own expenses and assisting with their own 
budget. It then grew (with Neville’s help) to be a 
local institution. In keeping with their community 
spirit, Jim and Moira always gave their excess pro-
duce to those in the neighbourhood. 

This generosity fostered an informal neighbour-
hood watch program as everyone got to know Jim 
and Moira when they did their local delivery run. 

Neville and Sandra were the inaugural graduates 
of Moira’s school of fiscal commonsense. They learnt 
to live within their means. Once they had mastered 
that, they set about eliminating their indebtedness. 
Upon their return from Hong Kong they set about 
learning the next stage of their fiscal journey. 

One of Moira’s favourite sayings was “Those who 
understand interest, collect it, those who do not, 
pay it.” Now that Sandra and Neville had grasped 
the concept, they were keen to start the process of 
collecting. Little did they know it would turn into 
an enjoyable habit.  

Then, with Moira’s help, they learnt that a bond 
is where investors loan their money to companies 
in return for interest. They learnt that they could 
buy shares on the stock market and that some com-
panies paid dividends to their share holders, whilst 
others did not. They learnt that the term, “invest-
ment risk” sometimes meant loss of capital and at 

the same time they learnt that diversification was a 
tool to protect them on the downside, but limited 
their upside. 

Sandra and Neville were excellent students as 
evidenced by his position on the deck. He was at a 
stage in life where he enjoyed doing nothing. And 
if he didn’t get it finished one day, he could carry it 
over to the next. 

Copyright © Peter J. Hensley March 2012. 
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In line with their new fiscal 
philosophy they rewarded 
themselves, not because they 
deserved it, they did it because 
they could afford it
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gadgets

4Surface tablet
From touch to type, office 

to living room, from your screen 
to the big screen, you can see 
more, share more, and do more 
with Surface. Create, collaborate, 
and get stuff done with Office. 
Explore your world with fast, 
fluid Windows 8 apps. Discover 
new music, movies, and games in 
the Windows Store. At 9.3mm, 
Surface for Windows RT is just 
thin enough to still sport a full 
sized USB port. Surface has a 
10.6”, 16:9 widescreen HD 
Display. Surface comes with 
an integrated Kickstand and a 
revolutionary, 3mm thin, pressure 
sensitive cover that doubles as 
a fully functioning keyboard and 
trackpad. 
www.microsoft.com

3NuForce Cube
The NuForce Cube is 

engineered to be your all-in-one 
mobile audio center. If you want 
good sound wherever you go, 
then you’ll find it an amazingly 
convenient and easy to carry 
companion. In one tiny cube-
shaped enclosure, we have 
united a quality headphone 
amplifier, high performance 
speaker, and audiophile grade 
USB DAC. Whether your music 
source happens to be a computer, 
cell phone or other portable 
music device, the Cube can 
accommodate them all while 
significantly improving their 
sound. With the Cube, listeners 
no longer have to sacrifice great 
sound for portability. 
www.nuforce.com

1

23

4

1Epson WorkForce 
Pro WP-4540

Featuring super fast auto two-
sided print speeds, plus automatic 
two-sided copying / scanning 
/ faxing, the WorkForce Pro 
WP-4540 delivers professional 
quality output while achieving up 
to 50% less cost per page than 
colour laser. The 30-page two-
sided Auto Document Feeder 
allows you to quickly copy, 
scan or fax one- or two-sided 
documents. Best of all, the WP-
4540 offers low hassle, extra 
large, easy to install cartridges, 
with a high-yield of 2400 pages 
Black, 1200 pages colour. Built-
in wireless networking makes 
it easy to share your all-in-one 
printer with others. RRP: $599
www.epson.co.nz

2Solar Keyboard for 
Mac, iPad or iPhone

Say good-bye to battery 
hassles, this wireless keyboard 
is powered by any light – low 
light and lamp light, indoors and 
out. Fully charged, it works for 
at least three months – even 
in total darkness. The easy-
switching Bluetooth connection 
makes typing on your Mac and 
switching to type on your iPad 
or iPhone as simple and easy as 
pushing a button. The perfect 
match for your Mac, you get 
a familiar layout with all the 
keys you expect – Command, 
Brightness and Eject keys and 
more. And the slim, minimalist 
design goes wherever you go 
with your Mac, iPad or iPhone.
www.logitech.com  

http://www.microsoft.com
http://www.nuforce.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.logitech.com
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1Sony RX100
Exquisite image quality and 

high-end handling are available 
for the first time in a truly 
compact camera. The Cybershot 
RX100 features a massive 1” 
sensor and large-aperture F1.8 
lens. Combined with supreme 
ISO sensitivity, you’ll enjoy 
richly-detailed results with 
remarkably low noise even in 
challenging lighting conditions. 
Whether you’re a pro looking for 
a premium compact camera, or 
simply want to take your point 
and shoot photography to the 
next level, the RX100 offers 
excellent quality and SLR-like 
operation in a sophisticated, 
pocket-friendly package you’ll 
want to take everywhere.
www.sony.com

3Samsung  
GALAXY S III

Samsung GALAXY S III just gets 
us. Little things, like staying awake 
when you look at it and keeping 
track of loved ones. Designed for 
humans, it goes beyond smart 
and fulfills your needs by thinking 
as you think, acting as you act. 
Why not get a response from your 
phone? Tell it to wake up! Even 
better, you can tell GALAXY S 
III to turn off the alarm for a few 
minutes and let yourself sleep a bit 
more. When you are messaging 
someone and decide to call them 
instead, simply lift the phone to 
your ear and Direct call will dial 
their number for you. No more 
fumbling through call logs or 
contacts. 
www.samsung.com

2Bell&Ross BR01-93
This Bell & Ross BR01 

Instrument BR01-93 24H 
GMT watch presents a sporty 
46 mm black carbon powder 
coated stainless steel case with 
super luminous hands and 
Arab markers for superb night 
legibility, a screw-in crown, 
and a functional black rubber 
strap. Features on this BR01 
Instrument piece include an 
automatic movement with a 
24-hour GMT function, small 
seconds, and date. The Bell & 
Ross BR01-93 24H GMT watch 
is water resistant to 100 meters.
www.bellross.com

4GoPro WiFi  
combo kit

What’s better than one GoPro 
camera? Two, naturally. But what 
about 50? Well, control over 50 
GoPro Hero cameras is exactly 
what you’ll get with the freshly 
announced WiFi BacPac + WiFi 
Remote Combo Kit. The combo 
will allow you to WiFi-enable 
both your HD Hero and HD 
Hero2 cameras, a la BacPac, 
which is an attachable casing. 
Then, the WiFi Remote will go 
with you wherever your creative 
and sport-tastic desires may lead, 
including underwater, to control 
up to 50 GoPro cameras at a 
time from up to 600 feet.
www.gopro.com

1
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http://www.sony.com
http://www.samsung.com
http://www.bellross.com
http://www.gopro.com
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Microsoft unveiled a new version this month 
of its Office software suite designed with 
its upcoming Windows 8 operating system 

in mind. 
The updated Office applications have been 

rejiggered to work more easily with touch-screen 
devices. One of the prime features of Windows 8 is 
its Metro interface, which was designed for smart-
phones and tablets.

“This is the most ambitious release of Office 
we’ve ever done,” CEO Steve Ballmer announced at 
a news event.

The new version of Office is designed to be 
extraordinarily flexible, Ballmer said. Users will 

be able to run it on touch-
screen tablets and PCs. They 
will be able to interact with it 
using their fingers, styluses, 
keyboards or mice. And they 
can purchase it as packaged 
software or subscribe to it as a 
service. 

Microsoft has only over-
hauled two of the applications 
– the OneNote note-taking 
program and the Lync col-
laboration software – so that 
they will work under the 
Metro interface. All the other 
applications can be used only 
in Windows’ traditional desk-
top interface.

But the company has added 
features to all of the Office 
applications. Word, for exam-
ple, will get a new “reading” 
mode that mimics an e-reader. 
Users will be able to turn pages 
and add notes to documents 
much like they would using 
Amazon’s Kindle app.

Excel’s upgrade will allow 
users to see a quick preview 
of charts and tables without 
having to go through the steps 

of creating each one first. The entire suite of Office 
software is designed to embrace some of the latest 
technology trends. By default, the new Office will 
save users’ documents and settings on Microsoft’s 
servers. That will allow users to access all their 
documents and settings regardless of what Office 
compatible device they are using, from a Windows 
PC to a Windows phone. 

Social networking also will be highlighted. Users 
will be able to share documents on Facebook or 
LinkedIn and instantly connect with contacts on 
Skype while within the Outlook email program. 
And Microsoft is turning its SharePoint service 
into something of its own social network, allowing 
users to post messages, comment on others’ mes-
sages and share links or videos.

The new version of Office includes plenty of new 
and promising features, said Mike Silver, an analyst 
at Gartner, a technology research firm. But he 
added that it may struggle to catch on. 

Microsoft is planning to end its support for 
Windows XP, the still widely used 10-year-old ver-
sion of the operating system, in less than two years, 
noted Silver. Organizations that are still running 
XP are largely focused on moving their comput-
ers and users off of it, rather than worrying about 
upgrading to the latest version of Office, he said.

Spending time to evaluate the new version of the 
software suite “is time that a lot of organizations 
just don’t have,” said Silver. Office’s new features 
“may encourage them to upgrade, but it may not be 
right away,” he added. 

Microsoft declined to say when the new Office 
will be available or how much it will cost. 

The new Office will come in multiple versions 
and will go by multiple brand names. For example, 
the online version will maintain its “Office 365” 
moniker, while the retail version will go by Office 
2013. The version of Office that will run on comput-
ers using chips designed by ARM won’t include the 
Outlook email program that’s included in other 
versions of the software. But at the news conference 
this month, company representatives repeatedly 
referred to the software suits simply as “Office.” 

Silver said that all the different names could lead 
to consumer confusion. “Microsoft’s naming is a 
real mess at this point,” he said. 

The company said it will release more details on 
the software this fall.

Office has become Microsoft’s cash cow, provid-
ing more than 30 per cent of its sales and more 
than half of its revenue in its current fiscal year. But 
the new version of the suite comes as Microsoft’s 
products are beset by heightened competition. 

Touch-friendly 
Office

tech by troy wolverton

New features
Metro style: Two of the Office applica-

tions – OneNote and Lync – have been 

redesigned to work natively under the 

Metro interface that is the centrepiece of 

Windows 8. Other applications will con-

tinue to run under a version of Windows’ 

traditional desktop.

No messy ink: Many of the applica-

tions allow users to annotate documents, 

take notes and underline changes using 

a stylus. Microsoft hopes these features 

will replace physical notepads and users 

hand-editing printed documents.

In the cloud: Office documents and 

users’ settings are saved to Microsoft’s 

servers by default so that they can be 

accessed on multiple devices. 

Socially aware: Users can share 

documents on Facebook and LinkedIn. 

They can instantly connect to contacts 

on Skype from within Outlook. And the 

new version of SharePoint offers a news 

feed much like that found on most social 

networks. 

Reading and writing: Word gets a 

new “reading” mode that allows it to imi-

tate an e-reader application. 
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Last year, Robin Mason got letters alleging her computer 
was flagged for downloading a pornographic movie 
and that she was being sued in federal court. She said 

she was also informed she could make the embarrassing 
case go away for a settlement of several thousand dollars.

The accusation stunned the single mother, who is still 
flustered when recounting the moment.

“It freaked me out,” she said. “I never even watched a 
porno. I’m not that kind of person.” 

Mason was one of 5,829 John and Jane Does across 
America who were sued by West Coast Productions Inc., 
the purveyors of Booty Talk, and many more titles unprint-
able in a family magazine. In an interview, Mason was too 
embarrassed to mention the title, laughing nervously and 
saying it was “too nasty.” 

Since 2010, more than 250,000 people have been accused 
of illegally downloading movies off the Internet using a 
technology called BitTorrent, which makes transferring 
large files easier.

“We have a lot of consumers out there who think that 
getting something for free is OK, that it isn’t stealing,” said 
Elizabeth Morgan, an attorney who handled the case for 
the movie makers when it was refiled in federal court in the 
US. “New technology like BitTorrent makes piracy easier. It 
facilitates piracy. It’s a new way to steal.”

Others contend the lawsuits are a new way for lawyers 
to make money. The cases are dubbed “trolling lawsuits” 
for the way they encourage lawyers to dig up thousands of 
potential defendants and sue them, often in one fell swoop. 
Many are so-called John Doe suits, filed against people 
unknown to the movie makers and their attorneys. 

In 2010, Voltage Pictures, 
makers of the Academy 
Award-winning The Hurt 
Locker, filed suit in federal 
court against “Does 1-24,583.” 
Law firms hire techies to 
track down those who have 
allegedly downloaded movies 
over the Internet by uncloak-
ing the anonymity of their 
Internet Protocol address, or 
IP address, a unique numeric 
identifier assigned to their 
computer modem.

While transmitting or receiving data, each computer 
leaves a trail through its IP address. The attorneys then go 
to court to subpoena the user’s Internet provider to get the 
name of the person behind that address. If the court allows 
that to happen – and there has been mixed success in that 
– then the computer user generally gets an email or a letter 
threatening a lawsuit if he or she doesn’t pay a settlement.

Settlement figures vary, but are usually in the $2,000-
$5,000 range. Attorney, Blair Chintella, who defended 
Mason, said the amounts have been honed over the past 
couple years to pressure people to settle quickly.

“It’s a price point,” said Chintella. “It’s about or slightly 
below what it takes to hire an attorney.” 

The amount, he said, is a figure that people will often pay 
because they are frightened or embarrassed, even if they 
did not download the movie. In essence, Chintella said, the 
method is legal extortion.

The lawsuits against BitTorrent users represent the latest 
round of copyright-related legal action media companies are 
using to stem the onslaught of unauthorized downloads of 
their products.

The technology facilitates the transfer of large files by break-
ing down data into smaller pieces and sending it to the com-
puter seeking them, where the data is reassembled as a whole. 
Each member of the network uploads and downloads, and 
they are unknown to each other. The US company that created 
the network claims more than 100 million users worldwide.

BitTorrent technology makes it harder for media compa-
nies to track who is stealing their content because there is 
no central clearinghouse distributing the data, as there was 
a decade ago with Napster, the site that facilitated illegal 
downloading of music before it was shut down.

John Steele, an attorney who has sued 30,000 people (or, 
more precisely, 30,000 IP addresses), isn’t apologetic toward 
those sued for allegedly downloading movies.

“I don’t feel sorry for them,” he said. “For many years they 
got away with it. They are upset because they are completely 
busted.” 

Several courts have ruled that the John Doe mega-cases 
are an abuse of the system, holding that attorneys are 
improperly trying to shoehorn a load of disparate instances 
into one case, and using one filing fee to pursue a suit, 
instead of paying 300 – or even 24,528 fees. In the past year, 
two federal judges in the US have broken up Doe cases, tell-
ing the attorneys to file smaller, more specific cases.

BitTorrent’s popularity leads  
to mass copyright litigation

online by bill torpy
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science by janice lloyd

Subtle changes in the way a person walks can 
be an early warning sign of cognitive decline 
and a signal for advanced testing, researchers 

reported this month at the Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference in Vancouver, Canada.

The findings are the first to link a physical symp-
tom to the disease, which up until now required 
doctors to begin a diagnosis by focusing on 
cognition and administering lengthy neurological 
exams. The evidence in the five studies is “robust,” 
experts say. They note walking changes can occur 
even before cognition decline surfaces.

The presentation on the opening day of a week 
of meetings follows a plan the U.S. government 
announced in May to help train doctors in earlier 
detection and to find a cure by 2025.

“Monitoring deterioration and other changes in 
a person’s gait is ideal because it doesn’t require 
any expensive technology or take a lot of time to 
assess,” says Bill Thies, chief medical and scientific 
officer for the Alzheimer’s Association.

The disease afflicts 5.4 million in the USA, and 

the number is forecast to spike to 16 million in 
2050 as Baby Boomers age.

“Walking and movements require a perfect and 
simultaneous integration of multiple areas of the 
brain,” says Rodolfo Savica, author of a study at the 
Mayo Clinic .

Walking changes occur because the disease 
interferes with the circuitry between areas of brain. 
Savica ruled out other diseases, such as Parkinson’s 
and arthritis, as possible causes.

In the Mayo Clinic study, researchers measured 
the stride length, cadence and velocity of more 
than 1,341 participants through a computerized gait 
instrument at two or more visits roughly 15 months 
apart. Those with lower cadence, velocity and 
length of stride experienced significantly larger 
declines in global cognition, memory and execu-
tive function.

“These changes support a possible role of gait 
changes as an early predictor of cognitive impair-
ment,” Savica says.

Another large study of 1,153 adults with a mean 
age of 78, by researchers at the Basel Mobility 
Center in Switzerland, found that gait became 
“slower and more variable as cognition decline 
progressed.”

Participants were divided into groups based on 
cognitive diagnoses: cognitively healthy, mild cog-
nitive impairment (MCI) or Alzheimer’s dementia. 
Gait was measured using a walkway with 30,000 
integrated sensors. Those with Alzheimer’s walked 
slower than those with MCI, who walked slower 
than those who were cognitively healthy.

One annual test might not work with everyone, 
though. “You’d be surprised how many people say 
to me ‘He doesn’t walk that well at home’ when I 
give them a gait test in the office,” physician Lisa 
Silbert says.

Silbert conducted research on 19 dementia-free 
volunteers at Oregon Health and Science Univer-
sity in Portland. They measured gait speed during 
MRIs and gait speeds at home. Participants walked 
faster in the lab than at home. Slower in-home 
walking speed was associated with smaller total 
brain size. Dementias cause brain shrinkage.   

A person’s gait could be early 
sign of Alzheimer’s
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50 years of fun,  
The Beach Boys 
still going strong

T wenty-nine studio albums – the 
harmonies are still there.

Fifty years on the road – and 
it’s still fun.

While they’re not exactly boys any-
more, The Beach Boys represent a big 
part of music history.“We worked on 
the album for a while and got our har-
monies back together,” Brian Wilson 
says during a recent phone interview 
with the Journal. “It’s been an amazing 

music by adrian gomez
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time for us because the tour is sold out. 
It shows that people are still really into 
our music.”

The band’s latest album debuted 
at No. 3 on the Billboard 200 Album 
Chart, which is the group’s highest-
charting album in 37 years. It also 
became the band’s first Top-10 studio 
album since 1976’s “15 Big Ones.”

The album also helped extend the 
group’s span of Billboard 200 Top-10 

albums to 49 years and one week. The 
Beach Boys passed The Beatles and now 
remain behind Frank Sinatra, who holds 
the record with 52 years of Top 10 albums.

“It’s been a great run for us and we’re 
so fortunate for fans finding us still,” 
Wilson says. “There’s a new generation 
that are captured by our music and it’s 
amazing to see the different genera-
tions of fans in the audience.”

The new album also marks new 
music from the band. Wilson says the 
band concentrated specifically on get-
ting the music, especially the harmo-
nies, right.

“I think it’s our harmonies that peo-
ple have connected with,” he explains. 
“They are an important part of our 
band and it was necessary to work on 
them until everything came out right.”

The Beach Boys have seen their ups 
and downs over the course of their 50 
years as a band.

It was initially comprised brothers 
Brian, Dennis and Carl Wilson, their 
cousin Mike Love, and friend Al Jar-
dine. They were managed early on by 
the Wilsons’ father, Murry.

The band’s current lineup is Wilson, 
Love, Jardine, David Marks and Bruce 
Johnston.

Brian Wilson was the band’s leader, 
composer, arranger and producer and 

We’ve wanted to do a rock and roll album 
for a long time and hopefully we’ll get the 
chance to do one

was responsible for writing most of the 
band’s early singles and albums.

The band signed with Capitol 
Records in mid-1962 and Wilson wrote 
or co-wrote more than two dozen Top-
40 hits including “Surfin’ Safari,” “Sur-
fin’ USA,” “Surfer Girl,” “Little Deuce 
Coupe,” “Be True to Your School,” “In 
My Room,” “Fun, Fun, Fun,” “I Get 
Around,” “Dance Dance Dance,” “Help 
Me Rhonda” and “California Girls.”

Although Wilson says he’s written 
many songs, there is one that sticks out.

“‘California Girls’ has a special place 
in my heart,” he explains. “There’s 
something about the rhythm that just 
makes it a great song. There aren’t 
many songs that sound like it out there 
and then you add the harmonies and it 
becomes classic.”

After the sold-out run of this tour, 
Wilson says Love will head to South 
America to lead The Beach Boys tour 
there.

“As for the rest of us, we’re going to 
enjoy this and maybe work on another 
record,” he says. “We’ve wanted to do 
a rock and roll album for a long time 
and hopefully we’ll get the chance to 
do one. I think it’s something that fans 
wouldn’t expect and I’m not sure what 
it would be like. It’s another challenge 
for us to take on.”
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Being Frank
LETTERS OF FRANK 
SARGESON 
Selected and edited by  
Sarah Shieff 
Random House, $49.99
Sarah Shieff is going through a very 
busy phase. She has just published 
Speaking Frankly (which I have reviewed 
at some length in Landfall on line, publi-
cation pending) and contributed a chap-
ter on the current Jewish Lives in New 
Zealand (reviewed in HERS) and, under 
review here, the selected letters of Frank 
Sargeson, that towering self-conscious 
founding father of New Zealand fiction. 
Sargeson’s laconic idiomatic American-
influenced short stories – influenced by 
Sherwood Anderson, Ernest Heming-
way and John Steinbeck – as opposed 
to the somewhat ersatz neo-colonial 
literature that preceded the Depression-
inspired maestro of Edmond Rd, Taka-
puna, Auckland, prompted a generation 
of less gifted writers who clogged the 
drains of New Zealand letters and thus 
often – without meaning to – hindered 
our cultural development. I am refer-
ring to the numerous would-be Sarge-

son clones (for reasons of cultural deli-
cacy I won’t mention any names ...yet). 
Apart from the outstanding examples of 
Janet Frame, Maurice Duggan, Graham 
Billing (author of New Zealand’s great-
est novel The Chambered Nautilus) and 
the reviewer, the Beige Tone was drea-
rily copied from Frank. These literary 
drones should have drunk his Remora 
and cultivated a more original style.

The sturdy heft of the Frank Sarge-
son book (himself a waif of a man) sug-
gests it is capable of stopping a bullet 
(.22 only). It’s an extraordinary read for 
it includes letters from every notable 
literary figure of the Sargeson era from 
1927 to 1981. Dr Shieff did not flinch 
from the burdensome task of reading 
6000 letters (to 450 people) in order to 
select the 500 (to 107 correspondents) 
that make up this collection. I sus-
pect the age of the great letter-writing 
writer is drawing to a close – thanks 
to the relentless mechanisation of 
contemporary communication, we 
are likely to be epistle-anorexic in the 
grim future. Techno-banality is reduc-
ing articulation to verbal grunts and 
clichéd telegraphese.

The best – the finest – cure for 
a nasty text messaging habit – is a 
Sargeson letter. They are chatty, liter-
ary, both wry and dry, and just often 
enough to make it interesting, bitchy. 
(Robyn Hyde: “silly bitch”). One is 
struck by the breadth of Sargeson’s 
reading – a span of literary familiarity 
that is unlikely to be found in the mind 
of an academic limited, as most are, to 
having expertise in a few selected top-
ics. The leading recipients of Sargeson 
letters were: Charles Brasch (374), J.R 
Cole (253), Janet Frame (214) E.P. Daw-
son, (211), and naturally, C.K. Stead 
(142). As many of Sargeson’s contem-
poraries lived nearby, letter writing 
may not have been so necessary to 
(say) Kevin Ireland, Graeme Lay, or 
A.R. D Fairburn. Allen Curnow only 

bookcase by michael morrisey

received one, but then they were rivals. 
Sargeson also corresponded with 
several famous overseas writers such as 
E.M.Forster, John Lehmann, Sherwood 
Anderson (whom he greatly admired) 
and William Plomer.

Sargeson is at his most interesting 
when he has mixed feelings, as for 
instance towards Karl Wolfskehl, an 
urbane, cultivated German-Jewish war 
refugee, a part of Stefan George’s circle, 
and widely regarded as a significant 
poet. Sargeson admired Wolfskehl’s 
great learning and European sophistica-
tion but came to feel overwhelmed by 
it. It didn’t help that Wolfskehl was over 
six feet tall and Sargeson no more than 
about five feet five. Sargeson also had 
an almost irrational dislike of Maurice 
Shadbolt (both man and work) – one 
of the few prominent Auckland writers 
not in the large Sargeson circle (yes, I 
was included).

The voluminous correspondence, 
phone calls and the ongoing dinners 
and entertainment mainly of writers 
at night ensured that Sargeson was one 
of our most sociable writers. When 
the daily afternoon stint in the garden 
is added to his busy day, it meant that 
it was impossible for Sargeson to be a 
highly prolific writer. But he remains 
easily our most loved and influential 
author. We love you still, Frank. RIP.

THE OCCUPIERS:  
New Zealand Veterans 
Remember Post-War Japan 
By Alison Parr
Penguin, $44.99
The Second World War continues to 
haunt us. The usual unspoken rule 
is relevant books need to be focused 
exclusively on the years between 1939 
and 1945, with perhaps a bit of leeway 
about the start (see The Second World 
War by Antony Beevor).

The Occupiers, tells the little known 
story of the part some 12,000 New Zea-
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landers played during 1946-48 restoring 
peaceful harmony to a country with 
two cities destroyed by atomic bombs 
and other cities partially destroyed by 
firestorms caused by heavy bombing. 

Though many Kiwis saw the devastation 
at Hiroshima some wound up working 
in peaceful remote places like the island 
of Etajima. Relations between local Japa-
nese women and the visiting New Zea-
landers achieved a remarkable degree of 
harmony without the casual intimacy 
to which we have become accustomed 
in our highly sexualised contemporary 
society.

Many who had missed the war itself 
were eager to go for the adventure and, 
to as it were, take part in the war’s tail 
feather. Not all were volunteers – some 
4000 kiwis were compulsorily shipped 
out from Naples, Italy in February 1946. 
However, some 9000 volunteers came 
over from the home shores.

The mission of the occupiers, known 
as the J Force, was to demilitarise and 
democratise Japan. Part of their job 
was to search for hidden arms and war 
supplies. And the women’s job? Clerical 
work and keeping the men company. 

They were to provide “cheerful and 
hospitable clubs run with taste and 
imagination”. Nonetheless, it was said 
the main problem was not the Japa-
nese, but boredom. War itself, when it 
is not ‘exciting”, is reported to consist 
of long periods of waiting i.e. boredom 
– except combat will eventually arrive.

Though prostitution was illegal, it 
was present to a small degree. But more 
open mixing between the local Japanese 
women and New Zealand men was 
allowed near the end of the sojourn. The 
idyll was broken by a sole murder by a 
Kiwi soldier. The Occupiers is not a book 
that will readily raise the pulse but it’s a 
curiously reassuring account of human 
inter-racial harmony following the most 
dreadful of wars.

Understandably, the genuine RSA 
members looked down on the return-
ing J Force folk. They were not made 
welcome into the RSA clubs until the 
1970s. But once again, peace reigns.

Dream Team: How Michael, Magic, Larry, 
Charles, and the Greatest Team of All Time 
Conquered the World and Changed the Game 
of Basketball Forever
By Jack McCallum
Ballantine, $39.99
It’s been 20 years since the “Dream Team” was 

a phenomenon, a group of rock stars in bas-

ketball uniforms that turned the 1992 Summer 

Olympics in Barcelona into a spectacle never 

before seen. Jack McCallum’s fascinating 

new book, Dream Team: How Michael, Magic, Larry, 

Charles, and the Greatest Team of All Time Conquered the 

World and Changed the Game of Basketball Forever, explores 

that team, which easily won the gold medal, from all angles. 

It featured NBA superstars Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, 

Larry Bird and the extremely talented but often controversial 

Charles Barkley, along with seven other Hall of Famers.

McCallum, who covered the NBA’s golden age of the 1980s 

and ‘90s for Sports Illustrated, was embedded with the team 

from the first practice to the medal stand in Barcelona. For 

this book he went back and interviewed the players to get a 

fresh perspective.

He wisely does not waste time detailing the games. The 

Dream Team hardly broke a sweat in winning the qualifying 

tournament and then defeating its eight opponents in the 

Olympics by an average margin of 43.8 points. Instead, he 

takes readers behind the scenes to card games among the 

players; Barkley’s late-night excursions down Las Ramblas, 

a popular street in Barcelona, with fans tagging along; and 

to various golf courses where Jordan spent most of his time. 

Readers learn how the players put their huge egos aside to 

pursue gold, and the friendships that developed, including 

the odd couple of Bird and Patrick Ewing of the Knicks.

The selection of players, McCallum writes, is “one of the 

stickiest subjects in the history of the NBA.” An invitation from 

the selection committee validated a player’s status as one of 

the NBA’s elite. Plus, the first Olympic team to feature pro play-

ers would always have a special place in history. As McCallum 

writes, Magic committed early and helped set the tone. But 

“no one would be on the team if Jordan didn’t want him on 

the team.” That is where Detroit’s Isaiah Thomas comes into 

the story. Thomas, a perennial All-Star coming off two NBA 

titles with the Pistons, had some bad history with Jordan. The 

Dream Team had to have Jordan; Thomas was left out.

McCallum devotes an entire chapter to the scrimmage 

that team members played in Monte Carlo. As McCallum 

writes, “The gym was all but locked down.” The media saw 

only the last part of the historic practice, but McCallum was 

able to get a tape and does a masterful job re-creating what 

was essentially the greatest pickup game in history, com-

plete with heated trash talk between Jordan and Magic, who 

were on opposite teams. As McCallum writes, “It was a closed 

universe, a secret little world, when ten of the best basketball 

players in the world began going at each other.”

The United States will send superstars such as Miami’s 

LeBron James and Laker Kobe Bryant to London this month 

to try to win gold. But as McCallum’s book points out, there 

was only one Dream Team, an unprecedented collection 

of talent that included some of the greatest players in the 

game’s history.

Reviewed by Michael Rose
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The value of nothing

Amy Brooke

Australian writer Nicolas Rothwell, is 
referring to the arts, but his comments 
are also relevant to our pseudo-elites’ 
attitude to our European heritage, 
“and, above all, the Crown and our 
flag.”

I was reminded recently how few 
among our supposed intelligentsia 
have even an inkling of what has gone 
wrong with our education system 
… or, if they have, never stand up to 
state this. Instead, we constantly have 
inflicted on us the certainties of pos-
sible knaves, or fools… not to put too 
fine a point on it…the pontifications 
of the mediocre, complicit in their 
doubtless well-meaning endorsements 
of a now undeniably failed education 
system where the only light to be found 
still shines from a few exceptional 
schools standing up to our Education 
Stupocracy.

What New Zealand badly needs is a 
Michael Gove, doing an excellent job 
reversing teaching theory and practice 
which has caused such obvious damage 
in Britain. We, too, have had inflicted 
on us experts and prime ministerial 

advisers (as in so many other areas) 
distinguished by their apparent sheer 
ignorance of what really has been 
happening in our state schools. Any 
opposition has been largely mounted, 
mostly inadequately, by those who, 
knowing better, but often bullied by 
their colleagues, have confined their 
disquiet to academic journals instead 
of taking the fight to the media and to 
the public, where it belongs. 

But to the point. Most now know 
teacher unions, in conjunction with 
education “experts”, are the biggest 
obstacles to quality education for 
our children and grandchildren. The 
second-rate, but ambitious, gravitate 
only too instinctively into positions 
of power, and a mob of compliant 
colleagues is easily led. I recall a Staff 
Common Room where bullying, 
manipulative and/or sarcastic union 
representatives repressed any likely 
questioning from teachers who lacked 
the simple courage to stand up to 
them. Real teachers, often ostracised in 
their fight against the degradation of 
their teaching areas and the ridiculous 

impositions and compliance require-
ments placed on them, either leave, 
or simply carry on doing their best – 
against the odds.

What on earth can we really add to 
query a system where policy and cur-
riculum requirements were set until 
very recently by an individual who 
barely even scraped through School 
Certificate? When so many New Zea-
landers have been so obviously cheated 
of even basic teaching of their mother 
tongue that they speak poorly – and 
are functionally illiterate – shouldn’t 
we be questioning “experts” like those 
who decided it was good enough for 
failing pupils to use text messaging 
abbreviations – and still pass examina-
tions in formal English?

American high school students today 
read books intended for children far 
younger than their own age groups. 
We are no different with the neglect 
of our literary heritage in schools and 
the substitution of what is essentially 
modernist rubbish as a sop to politi-
cal correctness and pupil indoctrina-
tion. As Rothwell added …”If there 
are achievements, dishonour them.; if 
there are masterworks, neglect them; 
consign them to some discreet scrap 
heap of obscurity.”

Our education has, and it does. No 
wonder teachers’ unions are fighting 
tooth and nail against parents being 
told the truth about how their children 
are performing, railing against stan-

“The past can make people uncomfortable: many of those who survive from that 
strange place know more than us; they have seen more; their perspectives, most 
alarmingly, are different and cast doubt on the universal validity of our own”.

Most now know teacher unions, in 
conjunction with education “experts”, are 
the biggest obstacles to quality education 

for our children and grandchildren



Aug/Sep 2012 | HISMAGAZINE.TV 47

dards which very many of them would 
also fail. I well recall the headmaster 
of a college in Marlborough being so 
shocked by the sheer illiteracy of his 
teachers’ comments on their pupils’ 
report cards that he rewrote these, to 
avoid bringing the school into disre-
pute. It would have been more honest 
to send them out and reveal what was 
actually happening.

A highly relevant account of the 
consequences of the attack on our edu-
cation system by the ideologically and 
politically motivated is to be found in 
edited extracts from an assessment by 
John Mills, a former Senior Inspector 
whose father founded The Correspon-
dence School. Tracing the centralisa-
tion of our educations system since the 
1970s, Mills notes that distance and 
time allow a “standing back” look at 
earlier events.

 “Prior to the mid-sixties the admin-
istration and control of education was 
largely spread around the country. 
When national control was first estab-
lished, the thought was that it would 
only require a director in charge with 
one or two typists! …

“In those earlier days Kindergar-
ten groups were largely locally set up 
and run. Primary schools were run 
by Education Boards, each covering a 
province. These were locally elected, 
sufficiently large to employ professional 
staff – architects, accountants, stores 
people, and so on. Parents and teachers 
had ready face-to-face consultations 
with board staff and board members. 
Education administration belonged to 
the people. It was truly democratic. The 
boards also housed teams of inspec-
tors of primary schools. These were 
professional ex-teachers constantly in 
the schools and in direct touch with 
what was happening in classrooms. 
Boards were sufficiently big to have 
considerable political clout, and their 
requests and opinions had to be treated 
seriously by those who ultimately con-
trolled the purse strings.

“Secondary schools were controlled 
by Boards of Governors, locally elected. 
These had people of standing and ability 
on them. Teams of secondary inspectors 
in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, 
and later Hamilton, attended to the 
professional side. They were all senior, 

experienced, ex-teachers – they knew 
the “coal-face” – and were constantly in 
the classrooms of the schools in their 
patch…. readily accessible by parents 
and the public generally. Once more, 
truly democratic. Boards of Governors, 
especially of the larger schools, also 
had considerable political clout. The 
inspector teams, too, carried consider-
able weight in deciding what was to be 
taught, and how. 

“During the late 1960s and early 70s 
a major shift in educational policies 
and control began. Over-liberal, politi-
cally motivated people began to be 
appointed in the central department 
and moves instituted to shift control 
and direction from the people outside 
the central department in Wellington.

“The inspectorate was abolished. Its 
replacement, the Education Review 
Office, was controlled directly in Wel-
lington. Some of its initial members 
had very limited experience of class-
room work, and their reviews tended 
to rely on paper reports rather than “on 
the ground” inspections. The inspec-
torate had had a very great hand in 
policy, curricula, and administration, 
and all this now reverted to people in 
offices in Wellington.

“Boards of Education also carried 
too much influence for the “central-

ists” and so they were replaced by small 
boards for each primary school. These 
were too small to have any political 
clout, and were often manned by busy 
locals with no experience in admin-
istration and no way of employing 
competent, professional staff. And so 
control effectively came back to the 
Wellington bureaucrats.”

What else was lost, leading to the 
final white-anteing of quality in educa-
tion by the introduction of the NCEA 
system, we can look at along the line. 

 Basically, what we now have is not 
education, but as, Christopher Derrick 
points out, in Escape from Scepticism, 
“A mentality which evaluates all things 
in terms of economic or practical 
advantage” knowing the price of every-
thing – and the value of nothing. 

Good enough for our children?
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Dawkins and secular hypocrisy

Matt Flannagan

While there is undoubtedly some 
hypocrisy within the church, it’s also 
pervasive outside it. Secular culture 
often contains absurd ironies and 
hypocrisy which are conveniently 
ignored. 

A great example was the media 
fiasco over William Lane Craig’s visit 
to the United Kingdom last year. Craig 
is distinguished philosopher known 
professionally for his work in philoso-
phy of time and philosophy of religion. 
Alongside his scholarly work, he has 
also developed a reputation as a prolific 
public speaker and debater, debating 
many of the world’s leading sceptics. 
His combination of scholarly ability 
and effective debating skills has earned 
him a reputation as one of the world’s 
foremost Christian apologists. 

Craig’s visit to the UK attracted 
media attention when Richard 
Dawkins, author of the bestselling God 
Delusion, publically and resolutely 
refused to debate him. Dawkins publi-
cally stated earlier of his critics that 
“he did not care” who they were, he 
would “dialogue” with them and “win 

the argument”. He also had publically 
debated numerous critics significantly 
less qualified than Craig, notably 
Ted Haggard. These facts, alongside 
Dawkins implausible and inconsistent 
reasons lead to accusations of coward-
ice and hypocrisy from other academ-
ics such as Daniel Came, a philosophy 
professor at St Hugh’s College Oxford. 

 In the UK newspaper the Guard-
ian, Dawkins gave two reasons for his 
refusal: 

According to Dawkins, Craig 
“parades himself as a philosopher, 
but none of the professors of philoso-
phy whom I consulted had heard his 
name”. Dawkins omitted to mention 
that this was not the first time he had 
publically denigrated Craig’s schol-
arly credentials. On a previous occa-
sion, Daniel Came  had e-mailed him 
stating “Professor Craig has a PhD in 
philosophy and a PhD in theology. He 
is Research Professor in Philosophy at 
Talbot University. He has published 
more than thirty books and over a hun-
dred papers in reputable peer-reviewed 
journal. Given your passionate and 

unconditional commitment to truth, I 
can only think that you were not aware 
of Professor Craig’s credentials when 
you made the above reference.”  

So Dawkins’ claim that no philoso-
pher he had consulted had ever heard 
of Craig was less than honest. A less 
charitable person might describe this 
as simply slander.

Dawkins’ concern about Craig’s 
alleged lack of scholarly creden-
tials also seems odd seeing that he 
(Dawkins) had earlier accepted an 
invitation to debate actor Kirk Cam-
eron.  Apparently, having two PhD’s, 
authoring over 100 papers, and writing 
30 books on a topic makes you unqual-
ified to speak on it. But being the star 
of the 80s TV series Growing Pains 
does qualify you. It’s also ironic that 
Dawkins would accuse Craig of lacking 
scholarly credentials on the matter 
given that he (Dawkins) is a biologist 
and NOT a philosopher of religion.

Dawkins’ next excuse was that Craig 
is “morally unfit” to debate him.  To 
substantiate this he cites not from any 
of Craig’s scholarly writings, but two 
blog posts Craig had written on with 
the conquest of Canaan. At face value, 
the early chapters of the book of Joshua 
portray God as commanding the kill-
ing of every man, woman and child in 
Canaan. I say “appears”, here because 
latter sections of the book of Joshua 
and its sequel in Judges proceed on the 
assumption this never occurred, and 

When I was a non-Christian I was forever hearing about how Christians are hypocrites. 
When I converted to Christianity at 17, one thing that struck me is how often these 
charges were a case of the pot calling the kettle black.

It’s also ironic that Dawkins would accuse 
Craig of lacking scholarly credentials on the 
matter given that he (Dawkins) is a biologist 

and NOT a philosopher of religion
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studies into ancient conquest accounts 
of this genre have noted the widespread 
use of literary hyperbole whereby 
victories are described in sweeping 
rhetoric of killing absolutely everyone 
when in reality they were nothing of 
the sort.

As it happens, Craig does not take 
these accounts at face value. While he 
rejects a hyperbolic reading, he sug-
gests the commands are best under-
stood as a command to destroy the 
nations as a collective group, not to 
destroy every individual. The com-
mand, on Craig’s view, is a command 
to drive the inhabitants out of the 
land (which they had legal title to), 
with only the die-hard occupants who 
refused to leave being killed. Moreover, 
Craig expresses scepticism that women 
and children were remaining at the 
time of the attack.  

In one place however, Craig granted 
the face value reading for the sake 
of argument and argued that even if 
one accepts this, one can still coher-
ently claim that a loving and just God 
could have issued the commands in 
question.  While a loving and just 
God would, in normal circumstances, 
condemn killing of the innocent, in 
highly unusual, rare circumstances, 
a loving and just being could, for the 
sake of some greater good, permit or 
command such killing. Craig is clear 
that he is talking about rare, highly 
unusual circumstances where kill-
ing brings about some greater good. 
Moreover, Craig believes that, with 
the exception of a couple of incidents 
recorded in the bible, God has not ever 
issued such commands, and we should 
be extremely sceptical of any claim that 
he has today.  

In the Guardian, Dawkins takes the 
position Craig adopted for the sake 
of argument as Craig’s actual view, 
and issued a vitriolic attack on Craig. 
Dawkins asks “Would you shake hands 
with a man who could write stuff like 
that? Would you share a platform with 
him? I wouldn›t, and I won›t. Even if I 
were not engaged to be in London on 
the day in question, I would be proud 
to leave that chair in Oxford eloquently 
empty.”

Now I have shaken hands with Craig 
and attended conferences with him, 

and while I don’t endorse some of the 
arguments he gives for his conclu-
sion, and while Craig in fact criticises 
my views in one of the articles that 
Dawkins cites from, I am inclined to 
agree that it’s possible for a loving and 
just God to command killing inno-
cent people in rare circumstances to 
bring about some greater good. But 
what interests me here, is Dawkins’ 
outspoken denunciation of such an 
idea. This is ironic, because elsewhere 
suggest Dawkins has committed to this 
conclusion 

In a documentary he hosted entitled 
The Genius of Darwin on UK’s channel 
four, Dawkins interviewed Princeton 
Philosopher Peter Singer.  Dawkins 
opened the interview by stating that   
Singer was “one of the most moral peo-
ple in the world,” and that he “certainly 
[had] the one of most logically thought 
out ethical position in world.”

The irony of this is that Singer is (in)
famous for his advocacy of  infanti-
cide: the killing of new-born infants. 
In his book Practical Ethics, Singer 
has argued that atheism and Darwin-
ism lead to the conclusion that human 
infants have no greater moral stand-
ing than that of other animals such 
as pigs or cows. He concludes that the 
only reason it’s wrong to kill an infant 
is that doing so upsets the parents or 
other people in society who desire that 
it lives. If an infant is disabled, so that 
its parents do not want it, killing it is 
permissible. Singer does not limit his 
conclusion to the severely disabled. He 
goes so far as to argue that even mod-
erately disabled children can be killed 
provided that the parents replace the 
child by having another healthy one. 
Doing so brings about greater happi-
ness in the world and hence a greater 
good.  

Even more ironic, is the moral 
theory which Singer uses to undergird 
his position. Singer argues that moral 
claims are best understood not as true 
or false statements about what is right 
or wrong, but as imperative or com-
mands that people issue to each other.  
A moral rule is correct, if it would be 
commanded or prescribed by a fully 
informed rational person who was 
totally aware of all the consequences 
of the action and totally impartial. In 

Practical Ethics, Singer argues such a 
person would endorse infanticide.

It’s evident from watching the The 
Genius of Darwin that Singer’s position 
was known to Dawkins as he men-
tioned it on several occasions.  

So in the world of Richard Dawkins, 
Craig is morally unfit to share a 
platform with him because he believes 
that in rare, unusual circumstances 
in the past, a loving and just God 
commanded killing the innocent 
for some greater good. On the other 
hand Singer, who holds that infan-
ticide is permissible today, in a wide 
variety of common situations because 
a fully impartial person would com-
mand it, is the most moral person in 
the world with the most “logically 
thought out ethical position in the 
world”.  The only significant differ-
ence between these perspectives is that 
Singer endorses infanticide in a much 
wider range of possibilities than Craig 
does, and that Craig believes that the 
loving fully rational, impartial person 
actually exists.  It’s hard to see how 
this difference makes Craig “morally 
unfit” to shake his hand while Singer 
is one of the most “moral people in the 
world”, worth fawning over on UK TV. 
It makes about as much sense as the 
claim that a distinguished philosopher 
of religion is not academically qualified 
to debate philosophy of religion, while 
a famous teen heart throb from an 80’s 
sitcom is. 

Is Dawkins a hypocrite, a liar, a 
cynical opportunist or just logically 
confused? I leave my readers to decide.


