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Many New Zealand women have 
undergone similar genetic testing and 
opted for similar procedures. But how 
much is this kind of breast surgery 
being defined by corporate interests, 
and what are the real risks?

For a start, the gene test is only sold 
by one company in the entire world. 
That company stands to make a lot of 
money from a global panic – around 
US$3,000 per test.

Secondly, everyone – men and 
women – carry a BRCA 1 or 2 gene. 
What Jolie was testing for was a muta-
tion that affects only a small percent-
age of people, but which places those 
people at a higher risk of developing 
breast cancer, ovarian cancer, prostate 
cancer or melanoma.

It is not a certainty that someone 
with the mutation will develop those 
cancers, but the risk is certainly higher.

However, roughly one in eight 
women will develop breast cancer over 
her lifetime anyway, even with nor-
mally-functional BRCA genes. 

BRCA-related cancers are often 
“triple negative” meaning they are 

Getting a worry off her chest
The dramatic act by Angelina Jolie this month to undergo a double mastectomy for 
cancer preventive purposes shocked the world, and raised the profile of the BRCA1 
gene mutation into the stratosphere globally.

A double mastectomy will reduce your 
risk, but it will not eliminate it. Conversely, 

lifestyle and environmental factors play a 
big role as well

Editor

very hard to treat because they don’t 
respond to the usual drugs like 
Herceptin or Tamoxifen. Ironically, 
they do respond to Vitamin D. That 
vitamin, technically not a vitamin but 
a steroid hormone, has been shown in 
lab tests to aggressively attack cancer 
cells by a process known as ‘apoptosis’. 
From that, it is believed high levels of 
vitamin D in the blood act as a kind of 
police force, detaining and destroying 
cancer cells before you ever become 
aware of them. A study published last 
year in the Annals of Surgical Oncology 
reveals women with low levels of Vita-
min D are three times more likely to 
develop a triple-negative tumour than 
women with high levels of Vitamin D.

What does all this mean for women 
looking for guidance?

It means that there are no easy 
answers, no quick fix solutions. A dou-
ble mastectomy will reduce your risk, 
but it will not eliminate it. Conversely, 
lifestyle and environmental factors play 
a big role as well.

Another study out this month found 
that women who became pregnant and 

gave birth in their late teens/early 20s 
slash their lifetime risk of breast cancer 
by half, because of the hormonal 
changes that pregnancy and breast-
feeding induce in breast tissue.

Suggesting that we start families in 
our late teens is counter-cultural now, 
although it was the norm throughout 
the rest of human history. The iden-
tification of risk-reduction measures 
for breast cancer doesn’t mean that 
everyone has to follow them – that 
remains a matter of personal choice 
where women can weigh up the risks 
and rewards of any given course of 
action for themselves.

Facts are facts. What we do when 
confronted with those facts is over to 
us. Angelina Jolie was told she faced 
an 87% risk of developing aggressive 
breast cancer on the basis of family his-
tory and the gene mutation. She made 
the choice that was right for her.
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WE NEED TERRACED HOUSING
The overwhelming reason for the 
high cost of housing throughout the 
western world is the pyramid/ponzi 
scheme run by and for the benefit 
of banks and the real estate ‘pro-
fessionals.’  This scheme is based 
upon the limitless amounts of debt 
ridden fiat money the banks are able 
to create out of thin air due to the 
fractional reserve banking system.  I 
recommend Ian Wishart’s ‘Daylight 
Robbery’ as an introductory course 
on this.

It is simply an impossibility for 
a community to make its housing 
unaffordable if the money used to 
purchase the properties consists 
solely of accumulated savings from 
that same community.

From 2000 to 2007, the cost of 
housing doubled in real terms across 
America (absolute basket cases 
like Detroit, care of the banksters, 
excepted).  In New Zealand, pro-
vincial towns with nothing like the 
population or commercial pressures 
of Auckland have still seen house 
prices double in real terms over the 
last few decades.  By 2002, even in 
the remotest parts of Ireland, house 
prices had hit ridiculous levels, 
despite wholesale urban sprawl and 
the construction of unneeded and 
now empty houses across the coun-
try.  This is not wealth creation, it is 
wealth extraction and debt slavery to 
the banksters.  Ireland’s national debt 
was 25% of GDP, but after all of the 
unsecured private bank debt used to 
fuel this bubble was passed onto the 
taxpayer, the national debt expanded 
ballooned overnight to 125% of GDP.  
For debts created out of thin air.

The drivers of housing unafford-
ability in Auckland, a city with very 
low population density by world 
standards, and an unfortunate 
geography with regard to transport 
systems, include:

(a)  Tax distortions and actual 
incentives; 
(b)  Unlimited creation of money 
through the fractional reserve 
banking system or cheap overseas 
borrowing; 
(c)  The ability of foreigners to COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

Poetry

buy property as an ‘investment,’ 
an ‘investment’ that creates no 
wealth but whose debt must be 
serviced; 
(d)  Chinese migrants or potential 
migrants in receipt of large loans 
at cheap rates, all created by the 
Chinese central bank out of noth-
ing, and 
(e)  Mindless mass migration to 
only one city.
What we need in Auckland, after 

the funding of the pyramid scheme 
has been stopped, is a combination 
of decent sections and houses for 
families with children, and denser 
accommodation like the most desir-
able parts of New York, London and 
Paris, lovely terraced buildings that 
were, when built centuries ago, just 
ordinary buildings, but done well. 

John Scarry, Auckland, abridged 

It is impossible
It is impossible not to be
happy, when you hear,  unexpectedly,
the soft drone of a single-engine plane
making its way through a sky-lane
of summer-sheer blue.
I heard it, too.

It is impossible not to be
happy, lying back in the long grass,
noting up high a lazing cloud pass
pillow-plumped white, shape-changing for me

as I dream of a land, a long time ago
when no cares had come…peach blossom so
very blush-pink against that sky,
rich with promise, filling my eye 
with trees to  climb, fruit to come
tumbling down warm from the sun
of childhood never-ending.

But it did, unbidden. While we dreamt
our days away in precious play
the almost closing door of far away
shows how unaware we went.

But not quite closed as yet
to time not gone. Do not forget
that world you always know…
if you will have it so.

Jenifer Foster.
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That’s correct. On a question of foreign 
policy or counterterrorism strategy, 
men of good faith can make the wrong 
decisions. But a failure of character 
corrodes the integrity of the state.

That’s why career diplomat Gregory 
Hicks’s testimony was so damning – 
not so much for the new facts as for 
what those facts revealed about the 
leaders of this republic. In this space in 
January, I noted that Hillary Clinton 
had denied ever seeing Ambassador 
Stevens’s warnings about deteriorat-
ing security in Libya on the grounds 
that “1.43 million cables come to my 
office” – and she can’t be expected to 
see all of them, or any. Once Ambas-
sador Stevens was in his flag-draped 
coffin listening to her eulogy for him 
at Andrews Air Force Base, he was 
her bestest friend in the world – it was 
all “Chris this” and “Chris that,” as if 
they’d known each other since third 
grade. But up till that point he was 

just one of 1.43 million close personal 
friends of Hillary trying in vain to get 
her ear.

Now we know that at 8 p.m. Eastern 
time on the last night of Stevens’s life, 
his deputy in Libya spoke to Secre-
tary Clinton and informed her of the 
attack in Benghazi and the fact that 
the ambassador was now missing. An 
hour later, Gregory Hicks received 
a call from the then–Libyan prime 
minister, Abdurrahim el-Keib, inform-
ing him that Stevens was dead. Hicks 
immediately called Washington. It was 
9p.m. Eastern time, or 3 a.m. in Libya. 
Remember the Clinton presidential 
team’s most famous campaign ad? 
About how Hillary would be ready to 
take that 3 a.m. call? Four years later, 
the phone rings, and Secretary Clinton’s 
not there. She doesn’t call Hicks back 
that evening. Or the following day.

Are murdered ambassadors like 
those 1.43 million cables she doesn’t 

read? Just too many of them to keep 
track of? No. Only six had been killed 
in the history of the republic – seven, 
if you include Arnold Raphel, who 
perished in General Zia’s somewhat 
mysterious plane crash in Pakistan in 
1988. Before that you have to go back 
to Adolph Dubs, who died during a 
kidnapping attempt in Kabul in 1979. 
So we have here a once-in-a-third-of-
a-century event. And at 3 a.m. Libyan 
time on September 12 it’s still unfold-
ing, with its outcome unclear. Hicks is 
now America’s head man in the coun-
try, and the cabinet secretary to whom 
he reports says, “Leave a message after 
the tone and I’ll get back to you before 
the end of the week.” Just to underline 
the difference here: Libya’s head of gov-
ernment calls Hicks, but nobody who 
matters in his own government can be 
bothered to.

What was Secretary Clinton doing 
that was more important? What was 
the president doing? Aside, that is, 
from resting up for his big Vegas 
campaign event. A real government 
would be scrambling furiously to see 
what it could do to rescue its people. 
It’s easy, afterwards, to say that noth-
ing would have made any difference. 
But, at the time Deputy Chief Hicks 
was calling 9-1-1 and getting executive-
branch voicemail, nobody in Wash-
ington knew how long it would last. 

Mark Steyn

The Benghazi lie
Shortly before last November’s election I took part in a Fox News documentary on 
Benghazi, whose other participants included the former governor of New Hampshire 
John Sununu. Making chit-chat while the camera crew were setting up, Governor Sununu 
said to me that in his view Benghazi mattered because it was “a question of character.”

Remember the Clinton presidential team’s 
most famous campaign ad? About how 

Hillary would be ready to take that 3 a.m. 
call? Four years later, the phone rings, and 

Secretary Clinton’s not there
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A terrorist attack isn’t like a soccer 
game, over in 90 minutes. If it is a 
sport, it’s more like a tennis match: 
Whether it’s all over in three sets or 
goes to five depends on how hard the 
other guy pushes back. The govern-
ment of the United States took the 
extremely strange decision to lose in 
straight sets. Not only did they not 
deploy out-of-area assets, they ordered 
even those in Libya to stand down. 
Lieutenant Colonel Gibson had a small 
team in Tripoli that twice readied to 
go to Benghazi to assist and twice was 
denied authority to do so, the latter 
when they were already at the air-
port. There weren’t many of them, not 
compared to the estimated 150 men 
assailing the compound. But they were 
special forces, not bozo jihadists. Back 
in Benghazi, Tyrone Woods and Glen 
Doherty held off numerically superior 
forces for hours before dying on a roof-
top waiting for back-up from a govern-
ment that had switched the answering 
machine on and gone to Vegas.

Throughout the all-night firefight in 
Benghazi, Washington’s priority seems 
to have been to do everything possible 
to deny that what was actually hap-
pening was happening at all. To send 
“soldiers” on a “mission” to “fight” the 
“enemy” was at odds with the entire 
Obama narrative of the Arab Spring 
and the broader post-Bush Muslim 
world. And so the entire U.S. military 
was stood down in support of the 
commander-in-chief ’s fiction.

As Mr. Hicks testified, his superi-
ors in Washington knew early that 
night that a well-executed terrorist 
attack with the possible participa-
tion of al-Qaeda elements was under 
way. Instead of responding, the most 
powerful figures in the government 
decided that an unseen YouTube video 
better served their political needs. 
And, in the most revealing glimpse 
of the administration’s depravity, 
the president and secretary of state 
peddled the lie even in their mawkish 
eulogies to their buddy “Chris” and 
three other dead Americans. They lied 
to the victims’ coffins and then strolled 
over to lie to the bereaved, Hillary 
telling the Woods family that “we’re 
going to have that person arrested and 
prosecuted that did the video.” And she 

did. The government dispatched more 
firepower to arrest Nakoula Basseley 
Nakoula in Los Angeles than it did to 
protect its mission in Benghazi. It was 
such a great act of misdirection Hillary 
should have worn spangled tights and 
sawn Stevens’s casket in half.

The dying Los Angeles Times 
reported this story on its homepage 
(as a sidebar to “Thirteen Great Tacos 
in Southern California”) under the 
following headline: “Partisan Politics 
Dominates House Benghazi Hear-
ing.” In fact, everyone in this story is 
a Democrat or a career civil servant. 
Chris Stevens was the poster boy for 
Obama’s view of the Arab Spring; he 
agreed with the president on every-
thing that mattered. The only differ-
ence is that he wasn’t in Vegas but out 
there on the front line, where Obama’s 
delusions meet reality. Stevens believed 
in those illusions enough to die for 
them. One cannot say the same about 
the hollow men and women in Wash-
ington who sent him out there unpro-
tected, declined to lift a finger when 
he came under attack, and in the final 

indignity subordinated his sacrifice to 
their political needs by lying over his 
corpse. Where’s the “partisan politics”? 
Obama, Clinton, Panetta, Clapper, 
Rice, and the rest did this to one of 
their own. And fawning court eunuchs, 
like the ranking Democrat at the hear-
ings, Elijah Cummings, must surely 
know that, if they needed, they’d do it 
to them, too. If you believe in politics 
über alles, it’s impressive, in the same 
way that Hillary’s cocksure dismissal – 
“What difference, at this point, does it 
make?” – is impressive.

But the embassy security chief, Eric 
Nordstrom, had the best answer to 
that: It matters because “the truth mat-
ters” – not least to the Libyan presi-
dent, who ever since has held the U.S. 
government in utter contempt. Truth 
matters, and character matters. For the 
American people to accept the Obama-
Clinton lie is to be complicit in it.

Mark Steyn, a National Review 

columnist, is the author of After 

America: Get Ready for Armageddon.  

© 2013 Mark Steyn
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Future crime – the problem  
of habitual offenders
One of the major tenets of our justice system is we only punish people for what they 
have done, and not for what they might do in the future. 

David Garrett

While that principle causes no prob-
lems for 99.9% of us – or even for a 
similar percentage of offenders – there 
are a very small number of habitual 
sex offenders who cannot be dealt with 
only on the basis of what they have 
already done. We need also to consider 
what they almost certainly will do in 
the future.

The most recent well known example 
is Stewart Murray Wilson, the so-
called “Beast of Blenheim”, most 
recently of Wanganui. Wilson has now 
been recalled to prison. He breached 
his parole conditions after only weeks 
partially back in the community fol-
lowing a lengthy sentence for hor-
rendous sexual offending over an 
extended period. Despite knowing the 
consequences, Wilson could not stop 
himself from contacting at least one 
woman and beginning to “groom” her.

Wilson mostly preys on women and 
adolescent girls – but there are, sadly, 
many much more odious individuals 
than him. One such is Lloyd McIn-
tosh, a habitual paedophile who has 
been described as New Zealand’s most 

dangerous sex offender. McIntosh was 
sentenced to ten years in 1993 for sexu-
ally assaulting a nine month old baby. 
He served the full sentence, and shortly 
after his release in 2003, sexually 
assaulted and raped a two year old boy. 
Like Wilson, McIntosh cannot control 
his urges, and his urges compel him to 
rape toddlers.

The oldest prisoner in New Zealand 
is a profilic sex offender called Alf, who 
is currently in his 80’s. He has begun 
the Kia Marama sex offender treatment 
programme three times – and each time 
been removed from the programme for 
attempting to groom and then molest 
younger inmates who are also doing the 
programme. Like McIntosh and Wilson, 
Alf cannot control his urges, and his 
reoffending is a virtual certainty if he is 
allowed back into the community. For 
that reason, he will almost certainly die 
in prison, as the authorities are legally 
able to hold him.

The problem is not new – we have 
always produced what an American 
executioner sardonically referred to 
as “God’s mistakes”. One famous New 

Zealand example is Stanley Reid, a 
habitual sex offender in the 1920’s and 
30’s. In 1944 Reid raped his landlady, 
and then slit her throat with a straight 
razor, leaving her blood soaked body 
in a wardrobe for her daughter to find. 
Because the Labour government of the 
time had suspended capital punish-
ment, Reid escaped the noose which 
would have been his fate a few years 
either side of his worst crime.

Reid was held in jail until 1985, when a 
Christchurch priest – Father Jim Conse-
dine – and a group of fellow do-gooders 
prevailed upon the government of the 
day to release “poor old Stan” into the 
community to live out his life. Six weeks 
later, at the age of 83, “poor old Stan” 
tried to rape a nun, telling her he had 
“always been a bad bastard”.

 So what can and should we do with 
offenders like Wilson and McIntosh? 
Thankfully they are rare; probably only 
a couple of dozen of them among New 
Zealand’s thousands of sex offenders. 
As is often the case, the Americans 
have grasped this particularly difficult 
nettle ten or twenty years ago.

In many American jurisdictions sex 
offender registers are maintained by 
the state, and notify citizens of newly 
released offenders in their midst. But 
what of those whose reoffending is 
simply a matter of time? We have cho-
sen to avoid the difficult issues arising 
from locking people up for what they 
might do, and simply wait for the next 
horror to happen. 

To its credit, the government is 

Despite the suspiciously high success rate 
of the Kia Marama programme, there is a 

category of sex offender who simply cannot 
be rehabilitated. Their repugnant urges will 

always be uncontrollable



June/July 2013 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 11

Future crime – the problem  
of habitual offenders

moving very cautiously into the legal 
minefield created by putting restric-
tions on habitual offenders for what 
they almost certainly will do – but just 
might not – in the future. A new ten 
year supervision order has been created 
which will enable people like Wilson 
and McIntosh to be “monitored” in 
the community for up to ten years, 
notwithstanding that their prison 
sentences have ended, and the Parole 
Board has no further jurisdiction over 
them. But is that enough?

Lloyd McIntosh managed to rape 
a toddler when he was last out in the 
community being “monitored”. The 
stark reality is such men simply have 
no conscience or scruples, and exist 
simply to satisfy their urges – and 
those urges are to sexually offend in 
ways the rest of us find repugnant and 
horrifying. So what is the alternative to 
“monitoring”, which carries inevitable 
risks of reoffending?

Coalinga State Prison in Califor-
nia is designed for people like Reid, 
McIntosh, and Wilson. Its inmates are 
people who have reached the end of 
their court given sentences, but still 
constitute an unacceptable risk to the 
rest of society – particularly children 
and young people.

Inmates at Coalinga have consider-
ably more freedom than in a normal 
prison. They are allowed to move about 
the prison facilities and grounds freely. 
There is a “mall” with shops, includ-
ing a barbershop and a canteen. Those 
prisoners who wish to can undertake 
various kinds of therapy. Significantly, 
most chose not to – they don’t believe 
there is anything wrong with them. In 
their minds, they are simply misun-
derstood. Those who decline treatment 
have effectively selected themselves 
into a category of prisoner who will 
never be released.

Neither however will the major-
ity of the rest of the Coalinga prison 
population, treatment or no treatment. 
Despite the suspiciously high success 
rate of the Kia Marama programme, 
there is a category of sex offender 
who simply cannot be rehabilitated. 
Their repugnant urges will always 
be uncontrollable. Our children and 
young people will always be at risk 
from them.

There are of course numerous sound 
philosophical and moral reasons not 
to lock people up for what they might 
do. Or even, if one is talking simply 
theoretically, for locking them up for 
what they almost certainly will do, but 
just might not. In the end if becomes a 
balancing exercise. 

Perhaps a good comparison is the 
admission into evidence of prior 
crimes against a person accused of a 
crime strikingly similar to crimes he 
has been convicted of in the past. If the 
evidence is strong enough, such “pro-

pensity evidence” can be admitted. 
In my view, there is a similarly 

strong philosophical and moral case 
for locking people like Wilson and 
McIntosh permanently away from the 
women and children – or in McIntosh’s 
case the babies – they simply cannot 
stop themselves from molesting. The 
alternative is “wait for the next victim”, 
and for me, that is simply not an alter-
native I believe a sensible society must 
adopt, simply to ensure that human 
rights are accorded those who compul-
sively commit sub-human acts.
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 “T
he Auckland Accord is 
a limp wristed disap-
pointment after 8 years 
of public discussion, 9 
Annual Demographia 
Surveys, 2 major 

Inquiries and extensive national and 
international research on these issues. 
It fails to deal effectively with the cur-
rent artificial land scarcity values and 
inappropriate infrastructure financing.

“It is particularly disappointing to 
see “inclusionary zoning” and old style 
building targets mentioned within the 

document. Regrettably, the document 
is particularly irresponsible while 
Auckland housing inflation is currently 
running at 12% ... meaning a doubling 
in house prices in under 6 years.”

Them’s fightin’ words, as old Granny 
Hillbilly might have said back in the 
sixties. The comments savaging the 
agreement hammered out between the 
Government and Auckland City to 
supposedly free up land for develop-
ment come from Christchurch’s Hugh 
Pavletich, co author of the Annual 
Demographia International Housing 

Affordability Survey.
You might think it strange that a 

Cantabrian is exercised to cogitate 
on Auckland’s housing problems, but 
Pavletich knows Auckland and Christ-
church have a lot in common: both 
cities are being used as guinea pigs by 
urban planners.

Already, the “supercity” local gover-
nance structure for Auckland is being 
prepped for other major urban areas 
nationwide, and if Aucklanders are 
finding it a disaster, the rest of New 
Zealand wants to know.

THE HIDDEN 
AGENDA
What’s really driving the 
Auckland Unitary Plan?
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Auckland and Christchurch are 
two cities dealing with major town 
planning blueprints. Both have a 
growing number of residents up 
in arms about planning changes. 
IAN WISHART joins the dots and 
links them back to a UN plan called 
Agenda 21. This is why residents 
have good reason to worry

eventually sold to corporate farm com-
panies operating on global scales, con-
trolling food production “efficiently” 
with a ready market in metropolii 
around the globe, trapped in their 
apartments with no gardens or food 
production capacity of their own.

Auckland’s unitary plan, unveiled 
by Len Brown’s council only two 
months ago, now faces a massive grass 
roots revolt as Aucklanders wake up 
to what’s really planned. A staggering 
56% of Auckland land faces being re-
zoned to carry three storey apartment 

blocks – well into the suburbs. All of 
this because councillors and urban 
planners don’t want the city spread-
ing much beyond its present borders. 
Existing homes will be replaced by 
rows of terraced housing as developers 
are given carte blanche to squeeze as 
many people per square inch as they 
can into the city.

“High-rise apartment towers loom-
ing above the Papakura town centre, 
eight-storey apartment blocks in 
Takanini and new centres of industry 
in Drury and Hingaia could be on the 

At the heart of both Auckland and 
Christchurch’s planning is the octo-
pus-like “Agenda 21”, a United Nations 
blueprint for globalisation born from 
the 1992 Rio Earth Summit on climate 
change. At the heart of Agenda 21 is 
what critics call the ghettoisation of 
cities into urban jungles of concrete, 
glass and steel – no backyards for 
kids to play on, roads choked because 
they’re carrying more people from the 
infill sections in the suburbs, and a 
growth in crime.

Under Agenda 21, rural land is 
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The essential question for Auckland, and later the 
rest of New Zealand, is whether people still want 

to attain the dream of watching their kids grow up 
playing on real grass, and eating their own food from 

a real vege garden, or whether they are happy living 
in the concrete jungles

cards if the draft Auckland Unitary 
Plan comes to fruition,” reported Stuff.
co.nz back in March.

“The plan, which was released on 
Friday, is the rulebook that will shape 
Auckland’s growth over the next 30 
years. Much of the plan focuses on how 
to house Auckland’s growing popula-
tion which is expected to hit 2 million 
by 2032.

“It proposes widespread rezoning to 
allow for higher-density housing and 
expansion of the city’s urban limits 
into land now zoned rural.

“Papakura is envisioned as a “metro-
politan centre” on a par with Manu-
kau, Sylvia Park, Newmarket and 
Takapuna, with medium and high-rise 
apartments up to 18 storeys allowed in 
the town centre.”

The essential question for Auckland, 
and later the rest of New Zealand, is 
whether people still want to attain the 
dream of watching their kids grow up 
playing on real grass, and eating their 
own food from a real vege garden, or 
whether they are happy living in the 
concrete jungles.

For Hugh Pavletich and others, the 
solution is in genuinely opening up 
rural land for development, to bring 
down land prices.

“Failure to provide affordable land 
on the fringes, triggers massive hous-
ing inflation and rocketing rents,” 
Pavletich says. “Auckland and Christ-
church housing are already in excess of 
7.0 times household income (adjusted 
from this year’s Demographia Survey 
data from the September quarter of 
last year) … with now around 80% 
of the major Australian cities more 
affordable.”

For commentators like Pavletich, the 
solution is simple:

“The True Market Value of rural 

land in New Zealand is in the order of 
$10,000 through $40,000 per hectare. 
Already, Local Authorities have artifi-
cially inflated the fringe Urban Values 
to about $500,000 per hectare on the 
fringes of tiny Rolleston; over a million 
bucks on the fringes of the poor City 
(median household incomes a woeful 
$55,000 per annum … a disgrace-
ful $45,000 in the devastated East) of 
Christchurch and a stratospheric $2 
million per hectare plus on the fringes 
of Auckland,” he says.

Len Brown, for what it’s worth, 
lives on a lifestyle block. Those 
lifestyle block values will sky-

rocket if the Unitary plan goes ahead, 
because they’ll be green refuges for the 
wealthy to flee to. Yet, if urban land 
was sold for $50,000 a section, argue 
critics, affordable homes could be had 
for as little as $150,000 on the fringes of 
Auckland and Christchurch.

Opening up that rural land, they 
argue, would be a way of deflating the 
upwards pressure on urban housing 
markets without popping the bubble 
completely overnight – a controlled 
readjustment if you will.

It won’t happen if the Agenda 21 
planners get their way, however. Back 
at the initiation of Agenda 21 in 1992, 
Earth Summit director Maurice Strong 
made plain his vision for society:

“Current lifestyles and consumption 
patterns of the affluent middle class – 
involving high meat intake, use of fos-
sil fuels, appliances, home and work air 
conditioning, and suburban housing 
are not sustainable.”

Fast forward 20 years and the United 
Nations is now seriously talking about 
making you eat cockroaches as part 
of “sustainable” living. You won’t have 
a house, just a leaky inner city apart-

ment where, odds-on, you’ll be able 
to hunt your own cockroaches of an 
evening. Not after the lights are turned 
off after 8pm, though, when Earth 
Hour is made compulsory, all night, 
every night, in the interests of energy 
“efficiency”.

With Maurice Strong’s comments 
ringing in your ears, the redevelop-
ment of Christchurch and the Unitary 
plan for Auckland start to make sense. 
Agenda 21 documents published by 
the Huffington Post talk about “Smart 
Growth” concepts: “Dense human 
settlements subject to increasing 
controls on how we live and increasing 
restrictions on our mobility.”

Does that sound like apartment liv-
ing in Auckland? Under that agenda, 
families living in the city would 
ultimately be stripped of the ability 
to own a car – breaking a tradition of 
freedom of movement that goes back 
to the original taming of the Horse 
thousands of years ago.

Although never passed as law in its 
own right in NZ, Agenda 21 forms the 
basis of the Resource Management 
Act and much of the Local Govern-
ment Act. It is implemented across the 
country with the help of networks in 
local government, including ICLEI, 
which operates in the US and Australia 
as well to coordinate Agenda 21 targets 
across the West.

“The International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) is the 
international environmental agency for 
local governments. It was established 
in 1990 at the World Congress of Local 
Governments for a Sustainable Future. 
The congress was held at the United 
Nations in New York in response to the 
needs of local authorities; cities, towns 
and counties; that are taking on increas-
ing responsibility as managers of both 
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the local and global environment…
ICLEI and its membership are cur-
rently acting in response to several of 
the objectives established for the world 
community at the United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1992,” reported the UN.

Among ICLEI’s tasks is to rapidly 
roll out Agenda 21 across the globe at 
local council levels, so the concepts are 
so enmeshed in town planning that it 
is impossible to reverse them. Interest-
ingly, public/private partnerships are 
a key aspect of ICLEI as well, where 
favoured corporates get the right to clip 
the ticket on projects.

ICLEI helps its members, says the 
UN, by: 
•	“serving as an international clear-

inghouse on sustainable develop-
ment and environmental protection 
policies, programmes, and tech-
niques being implemented at the 
local level;

•	initiating joint projects or cam-
paigns among groups of local gov-
ernments to research and develop 
new approaches to pressing environ-
mental and development problems;

•	organizing training programmes 
and publishing reports and techni-
cal manuals on state-of-the-art envi-
ronmental management practices;

•	serving as an advocate for local 
government before national and 
international governments, agencies, 
and organizations, to increase their 
understanding and support of local 
environmental protection and sus-
tainable development activities; and

•	assisting local authorities to develop 
new products and service concepts 
to meet their needs by engaging 
partnerships with private sector 
firms.”

“During the Earth Summit, ICLEI’s 
Local Agenda 21 proposal was 
endorsed. The initiative was created to 
assist municipalities in their imple-
mentation of Agenda 21 by establishing 
ongoing, local sustainable development 
planning processes.”

ICLEI boasts a three year partner-
ship with the New Zealand govern-
ment to roll out more of Agenda 21 in 
this country under the guise of climate 
change:

“ICLEI-A/NZ – 3 year agreement 
with Ministry for the Environment. 
Formal partnerships with 

– Local Government New Zealand
– EECA – Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Authority
“Ministry of Transport and Min-

istry for Economic Development are 
involved in the Programme,” reports 
ICLEI official Diana Shand.

Among its stated interests: “Sustain-
able urban planning and growth strate-
gies”. If you are interested to know, 
ICLEI’s “Communities for Climate 
Protection” programme encompasses 
“19 CCP-NZ councils covering 63% of 
NZ population”.

The Ministry for the Environment 
describes Agenda 21 as a ‘soft law’ 
obligation New Zealand has adopted, 
and says further: “Agenda 21 is a plan 
for use by governments, local authori-
ties and individuals to implement the 
principle of sustainable development 
contained in the Rio Declaration. 
This 40-chapter document has signifi-
cant status as a consensus document 
adopted by about 180 countries. 

“New Zealand’s legislation is largely 
in accord with the themes of Agenda 
21 (for example the Resource Manage-
ment Act 1991 and Local Government 
Act 2002). Action needs to be directed 
towards implementing this legislation 
in the best possible way.”

Which brings us back to the Auck-
land housing plan.

If you think a housing accord 
between the Government and the 
Auckland Council is anything more 
than window-dressing, you’re probably 
dreaming. Whatever is done will still 
be in accord with Agenda 21’s stated 
goals: it has to be.

And those goals will determine the 
future lifestyle of every New Zealand 
city and town, unless locals educate 
themselves rapidly about Agenda 21 
and ICLEI.

“Individual rights must take a back 
seat to the collective,” stated former 
ICLEI vice chair Harvey Ruvin in a 
script straight out of Karl Marx’ Com-
munist Manifesto.

In May 2011, the UN Commission 
on Sustainable Development laid out a 
ten year goal calling for “construction 
policies and governmental subsidies 

for sustainable housing”, which is 
exactly what National Cabinet Min-
ister Nick Smith’s “accord” claims to 
deliver, along with increasing choking 
of roads until commuters are forced 
onto bicycles or public transport. The 
UN and ICLEI also want apartments in 
cities service by downtown Laundro-
mats so that washing machine use can 
be restricted.

Some critics, like those who 
challenged Agenda 21 in the US 
state of Georgia, say the plans 

being implemented to force middle 
classes into urban apartment living 
are an attempt to force social equity 
by removing the property aspirations 
of the middle classes. Again, a central 
tenet of Soviet policy during the Cold 
War as well.

Whether Aucklanders and Christ-
church residents accept their fate 
as town planning guinea pigs for 
the United Nations Agenda 21 crew 
remains to be seen, but don’t for a 
moment expect anyone in central gov-
ernment to ride to the rescue.

Nor can you hope for any assistance 
by appealing to the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights. That document, whilst 
enshrining a whole swag of ‘rights’, 
carries a massive caveat right at the end 
in Article 29 of the Declaration, which 
states: “These rights and freedoms may 
in no case be exercised contrary to the 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations.”

In other words, UN doctrine trumps 
your human rights. Welcome to the 
brave new world.
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In April, British peer Lord Monckton toured New 
Zealand with the Climate Realists organisation and 
was attacked for talking about a slowdown in warming. 
Now, ironically, the latest climate studies are backing 
him up. IAN WISHART reports

Climate 
of FEAR
MORE HOME TRUTHS ABOUT THE DWINDLING 
THREAT FROM CLIMATE CHANGE
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A funny thing hap-
pened on the way to 
the global warming 
panic forum: the sun 
stopped shining, the 
world stopped warm-

ing and even the climate scientists 
began dialling back on the dire predic-
tions. Well, some of them.

In late May, Nature Geoscience 
published a new peer-reviewed study 
by a number of senior climate scientists 
working on the new IPCC AR5 climate 
report, due out later this year. A leaked 
draft of the AR5 contained claims 
that temperatures could reach up to 
six degrees higher than current levels 
– a big increase from the two to four 
degree increase forecast in AR4. Now, 
however, their own research in Nature 
Geoscience shoots down both of those 
forecasts.

Using real-world temperature data 
from the past decade, the research 
team have found temperature increases 
are highly unlikely to top two degrees 
by 2100 as previously claimed, and may 
rise only 1.3 degrees by then.

One of the study’s authors, Nic 
Lewis, comments:

“Best estimates of 2.0°C for equi-
librium climate sensitivity (ECS) and 
1.3°C for the – arguably more policy-
relevant – transient climate response 
(TCR) are obtained, based on changes 
to the decade 2000–09, which provide 
the best constrained, and probably 
most reliable, estimates.

“The 5–95% uncertainty ranges are 
1.2–3.9°C for ECS and 0.9–2.0°C for 
TCR.

“The take-home message from this 
study, like several other recent ones, 
is that the ‘very likely’ 5–95% ranges 
for ECS and TCR in Chapter 12 of the 
leaked IPCC AR5 second draft scien-
tific report, of 1.5–6/7°C for ECS and 
1–3°C for TCR, and the most likely 
values of near 3°C for ECS and near 
1.8°C for TCR, are out of line with 
instrumental-period observational 
evidence.”

Significantly, the new study pulled in 

Climate 
of FEAR

both satellite and ocean heat monitor-
ing records.

Despite such studies showing climate 
change may not be catastrophic after all, 
doom merchants continue to dominate 
media coverage of the debate. New 
Zealand’s own Antarctic Research 
Institute hit the headlines in May over 
predictions that sea levels could rise by 
as much as 40cm a decade because of 
irreversible Antarctic ice melt. Naturally 
their predictions got wide media cover-
age. Just as naturally, they were non-
factual scaremongering at their worst.

“Antarctic ice melt may result in sea 
levels rising by up to 5 m and as fast 
as 4 cm per year. Even with the most 
optimistic scenarios for stabilizing 
atmospheric carbon-dioxide concen-
trations, the world can no longer avoid 
2°C of warming by 2100, meaning we 
are already committed to irrevers-
ible meltdown of Greenland and West 
Antarctica. The questions is when, how 
much and how fast!,” warns the ARI, a 
taxpayer-funded organisation.

Given the findings of the Nature 
Geoscience paper that the ‘scary’ high 
estimates of temperature rise are 
wrong, it’s not hard to see that the 
foundation that ARI claim is based on 
has collapsed, leaving its other conclu-
sions, like dominos, to fall as well.

They don’t just fall because the 
temperature increase estimates were 
wrong, however. They fall also because 
the taxpayer-funded scientists at the 
Antarctic Research Institute hadn’t 
bothered, in their public statement, to 
reference the scientific data on whether 
sea levels were actually capable of 
physically rising that fast.

It’s an issue I covered in the book Air 
Con because NASA’s outspoken climate 
activist James Hansen has made simi-
lar statements about sea level rise this 
century:

“I find it almost inconceivable that 
‘business as usual’ climate change will 
not result in a rise in sea level mea-
sured in metres within a century. Am 
I the only scientist who thinks so?” 
asked Hansen.

Possibly, now, he just might be. 
According to a study by the Scripps 
Institute of Oceanography and Colo-
rado University’s Institute of Arctic 
and Alpine Research, Hansen has more 
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chance of finding a snowball in global 
warming hell than he does of seeing 
the sea level rise by five or ten metres.

The study took on board the claims 
Hansen and other global warming 
believers have made about melting ice, 
but then did something that hasn’t 
been done before – they checked to see 
how fast the glaciers would actually 
have to melt to achieve a multi-metre 
rise in sea levels, and whether this was 
actually possible.

“Despite projections by some scien-
tists of global seas rising by 20 feet or 
more by the end of this century as a 
result of warming, a new University of 
Colorado at Boulder study concludes 

that global sea rise of much more than 
6 feet is a near physical impossibility,” 
begins a bulletin from the University.

“For Greenland alone to raise sea 
level by two metres by 2100, all of the 
outlet glaciers involved would need 
to move more than three times faster 
than the fastest outlet glaciers ever 
observed, or more than 70 times faster 
than they presently move,” one of the 
Colorado team, Tad Pfeffer, explained. 
“And they would have to start moving 
that fast today [2008], not 10 years from 
now. It is a simple argument with no 
fancy physics.”

The reason it’s simple is because 
glaciers don’t just melt overnight, no 

matter how hot it’s been. The ice not 
only has to turn to water, but the water 
has to find its way out. The world’s 
fastest outlet glaciers, incidentally, are 
moving at a hefty 12 kilometres a year, 
so Greenland’s glaciers, all of them, 
would have to start whizzing out of 
their valley beds at speeds approaching 
one kilometre a week, and continue 
moving that fast, day and night, for 
the rest of this century, just to achieve 
Hansen and Gore’s fantasy of a two 
metre sea level increase.

Logistically then, the chances of a big 
sea level rise are almost non-existent, 
even with global warming.

“The gist of the study is that very 
simple, physical considerations show 
that some of the very large predictions 
of sea level rise are unlikely, because 
there is simply no way to move the ice 
or the water into the ocean that fast,” 
said Pfeffer.

Their study, published in Science, 
indicates the NASA GISS chief ’s claim 
is possible, but only on paper, and 
arguably even then only after a long 
night of weed-smoking.

“We consider glaciological condi-
tions required for large sea level rise to 
occur by 2100 and conclude increases of 
2 metres are physically untenable. We 
find that a total sea level rise of about 
2 metres by 2100 could occur under 
physically possible glaciological condi-
tions but only if all variables are quickly 
accelerated to extremely high limits.”

Like others, Pfeffer says the research 
is a warning to political leaders to 
make sure they’re certain of the science 
before they start spending money like 
water.

“If we plan for 6 feet and only get 
2 feet, for example, or visa versa, we 
could spend billions of dollars of 
resources solving the wrong problems.”

This, of course, brings us back to 
the scaremongering New Zealand 
scientists. It turns out their dramatic 
forecasts were also a plea for funding, 
at a time when their own city, Christ-
church, is facing a $40 billion rebuild, 
much of it taxpayer-funded.

The Antarctic Research Institute jus-
tifies its funding request by claiming to 
have a better handle on Antarctic melt 
than others:

“Whereas most climate models, 
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including those used by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
are based on a linear sequence of 
progressive and predictable changes, 
the melting of polar ice is the result of 
complex interactions that have resulted 
in non-linear, even runaway rates of 
melting during times of past warming.”

The ARI paper claims New Zealand 
climate scientists are the world experts 
on Antarctic ice melt and are well-
placed to lead research on runaway sea 
level rise:

“Even though 80% of the heat from 
global warming ahs [sic] gone into 
the Southern Ocean, the international 
community is only now focusing atten-
tion on the important role of the water 
mass beneath ice-shelves contributing 
to ice shelf disintegration. We still have 
very few measurements of the water 
mass beneath an ice shelf, let alone an 
understanding of how changing ocean 
currents around Antarctic will destabi-
lise the ice shelves. New Zealand is well 
placed to lead an international initia-
tive to obtain the first transect of data 
from beneath the Ross Ice Shelf.

“The international research commu-
nity is establishing terrestrial observ-
ing systems through the Scientific 
Committee on Antarctic Research and 
New Zealand has already taken the 
lead in developing the Antarctic Envi-
ronments Portal to ensure policy ready 
Antarctic research knowledge is made 
immediately available to national and 
international decision makers.” 

This is what the climate change 
debate is actually all about. It’s 
not so much about the climate, 

which is always changing, but about 
“funding” plucked from taxpayers. In 
order to be fleeced, the sheep first have 
to be conned into believing there’s 
good reason to pay hundreds of dollars 
more each year to power companies, 
petrol companies and the government 
in the name of combating climate 
change.

Skeptics have long argued that cli-
mate change has been vastly overrated, 
and that it’s little more than a Trojan 
horse ushering in a massive global 
bureaucracy – taxpayer funded of 
course – with massive control and red 
tape over people’s lives.

One man who knows this argument 
well is Christopher Monckton, 3rd 
Viscount of Brenchley and a prominent 
climate change skeptic.

Monckton’s April tour of New Zea-
land played to nearly three thousand 
people nationwide, and even forced the 
mighty New Zealand Herald to run a 
correction after an early hatchet-job by 
the climate science community.

“They’re all pursuing a political 
agenda with which I don’t particularly 
agree, but as scientists they should 
be pursuing a scientific agenda and 
should not be straying into politics 
unless they’re open about what they’re 
doing. What they must not do is to 

appeal to their own authority and say 
‘we are scientists, Monckton’s a layman 
therefore he knows nothing. Because as 
it happens I’m not as much of a layman 
as I may look.”

It’s a quirk of the climate change 
debate that you have to be a ‘climate 
scientist’ to be qualified to have an 
opinion. Unless, of course, you are 
railroad engineer Rajendra Pachauri 
heading the UN IPCC, or journalist 
Al Gore making movies about it, or 
Sunday School teacher Bill McKibben 
of 350.org fame.

Monckton is not a climatologist, 
but like many in this debate he has 
studied the literature deeply and is well 
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“I think one of the best things that’s going to come 
out of the global warming story, “is the realisation 

that just because scientists wear the robes of a 
druid high priest, doesn’t mean they should be 
given the sort of deference that a druid expects

acquainted with the scientific method. 
University studies in mathematics – 
and its consequent emphasis on logic 
– assisted greatly.

The British peer points to breath-
less media coverage of the 
recent New Zealand drought, 

fuelled by climate scientists on the 
front page of the Herald calling it 
“the new normal” because of climate 
change, as an example of unscientific 
“bunkum”.

With recent official temperature data 
confirming Earth has experienced no 
statistically-significant global warm-
ing since 1998, Monckton makes a 
brutally simple point: “Global warming 
that was predicted for tomorrow, but 
which has not happened for a couple of 
decades, cannot have caused yester-
day’s drought in New Zealand or hot 
weather and wet weather in Australia, 
because that which has not happened 
cannot have caused that which has.

“This is very elementary logic. You 
do not need to have a science degree to 
be able to work that out for yourself.”

When you extend that out, you can 
see it covers virtually every other scare 
story related to global warming. If 
there’s been no increase in warming 
for fifteen years, it cannot suddenly be 
responsible for more tornadoes/floods/
hurricanes/alien invasions (select 
disaster du jour, as needed). Whatever 
is happening is just weather.

US hurricane experts have made 
similar points. There has not been an 
increase in global activity, merely an 
increase in reportage by a news media 
sensitised to climate events. Sometimes 
superstorms like the one that hit New 
York last year happen in populated 
areas, sometimes they happen out in 
the oceans and disturb no one.

To upset predictions even further, 

not only has global warming been at 
a standstill for 15 years, but now some 
scientists are warning we may be dip-
ping back into another mini ice age. 
Each of the last five northern hemi-
sphere winters has been worse than 
the previous one, and this year’s was so 
cold that Europe and North America 
have continued to experience massive 
snow dumps and blizzards well into 
spring. Add into the mix a sun that has 
noticeably quietened down to levels last 
seen in the Little Ice Age, and we could 
be in for another interesting century, 
but not in the way climate scientists 
originally anticipated.

Not that they regard the minor 
inconvenience of the year without 
a spring as a PR problem. Quite the 
opposite, in fact.

There has been a growing trend 
among climate scientists and the media 
to claim all major weather events, even 
blizzards in springtime, as evidence of 
global warming. Monckton claims the 
believers are desperate to put flesh on the 
bones of a claim that first surfaced in the 
final version of the UN IPCC’s second 
Assessment Report, AR2, that a human 
influence on climate had been found. 
Once you establish a ‘human influence’, 
anything can be blamed on it.

“In the second assessment report 
(draft) the scientists came to the 
conclusion that there was no basis 
for thinking that we were having any 
influence on the climate at all, nor was 
it possible to discern when we might 
have such an influence. But that was 
deleted, even though they said it five 
times, and replaced by a remark from 
one single scientist to the effect that a 
human influence on global climate was 
discernible.

“That’s become the party line, a 
‘consensus’ of one man…that’s an odd 
approach, mathematically-speaking.”

To reinforce the new ‘consensus’ in 
the AR3 and AR4 reports, Monckton 
argues, the climate science community 
swung in behind the so-called “hockey 
stick” graph that purported to show 
modern warming was the highest ever in 
recorded history. The stick only worked 
if you could get rid of the inconvenient 
Medieval Warm Period a thousand years 
ago which, by all accounts, was as hot or 
hotter than we currently are now.

If the MWP remains in the calcula-
tion, then modern warming is not out-
side the bounds of natural norms, and 
therefore no discernible human finger-
print on warming can be established.

This is the core of current arguments 
about climate. No one really denies 
that the planet has been warming up 
until recently, the question is whether 
we were warming naturally out of the 
Little Ice Age that ended in the 1850s, 
or whether the warming has been 
forced by rising CO2 levels caused by 
humans using cars, heaters, electric 
lights and supermarkets.

The climate control conglomerate 
would have you believe the latter, and 
hence the justification for massive 
action to rein in human behaviour. But 
if the sceptics are right and the warm-
ing is mostly natural, then we could be 
spending trillions and sacrificing basic 
freedoms to prevent something we 
ultimately can’t stop.

“In the Fourth Assessment Report 
they used a statistical technique, again 
flagrantly bogus,” adds Monckton, 
“of taking the measured temperature 
record and applying four separate 
‘trend lines’ to it, very carefully chosen, 
so that the most recent trend line was 
steeper than all the others, and then 
drawing from that the conclusion that 
the rate of global warming was acceler-
ating and that we were to blame.

“But that, when I checked with a pro-
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fessor of statistics to confirm my own 
suspicion, was a bogus technique. Now 
there’s the Fifth Assessment Report 
where they’ve used models to project 
future temperature increases that bear 
no relation to reality.”

Which brings us back to the Nature 
Geoscience paper at the beginning of 
this article. Monckton was interviewed 
at the start of April saying the AR5 pre-
dictions are bogus. Here, again, is what 
the scientists are now admitting:

“The take-home message from this 
study,” explained study co-author Nic 
Lewis, “like several other recent ones, 
is that the ‘very likely’ 5–95% ranges 
for ECS and TCR in Chapter 12 of the 
leaked IPCC AR5 second draft scien-
tific report, of 1.5–6/7°C for ECS and 
1–3°C for TCR, and the most likely 
values of near 3°C for ECS and near 
1.8°C for TCR, are out of line with 
instrumental-period observational 
evidence.”

So much for the claims in the Herald 
and elsewhere that Monckton was 
wrong. 

“They keep doing these bogus tech-
niques. Sometimes it is because they 
are ignorant,” says the Viscount, “and 
sometimes it’s because they know per-
fectly well what they are doing and they 
are intent on pushing a particular line.”

The Chicken Little press release 
from the New Zealand Antarc-
tic Research Institute, promot-

ing massive sea level increases of four 
or five metres within a century (sea lev-
els are currently increasing anywhere 
between zero and three millimetres 
a year, or 30cm a century), is another 
case in point. We’ve shown how its reli-
ance on temperature increases higher 
than two degrees has been falsified by 
the Nature Geoscience study, and we’ve 
shown how the speed of melt has been 
falsified by the Scripps Institute study. 
Now comes another one.

The Canadian Institute for Advanced 
Research has just published a study 
suggesting melt rates of ice sheets – 
already dubious as seen – have been 
overestimated by climate scientists:

“For decades, scientists have used 
ancient shorelines to predict the 
stability of today’s largest ice sheets 
in Greenland and Antarctica,” the 

authors of the study, published in the 
journal Science, say. “Markings of a 
high shoreline from three million years 
ago, for example – when Earth was 
going through a warm period – were 
thought to be evidence of a high sea 
level due to ice sheet collapse at that 
time. This assumption has led many 
scientists to think that if the world’s 
largest ice sheets collapsed in the past, 
then they may do just the same in our 
modern, progressively warming world.

“However, a new groundbreaking 
study now challenges this thinking.

“Using the east coast of the United 
States as their laboratory, a research 
team led by David Rowley, CIFAR 
Senior Fellow and professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, has found that the 
Earth’s hot mantle pushed up segments 
of ancient shorelines over millions of 
years, making them appear higher now 
than they originally were millions of 
years ago.

“ ‘Our findings suggest that the 
previous connections scientists made 
between ancient shoreline height and 
ice volumes are erroneous and that 
perhaps our ice sheets were more stable 
in the past than we originally thought,’ 
says Rowley. ‘Our study is telling sci-
entists that they can no longer ignore 
the effect of Earth’s interior dynamics 
when predicting historic sea levels and 
ice volumes’.”

In other words, the more the news 
media and money-seeking climate 
researchers assure you they know 
about human-caused climate change, 
the less it turns out that we do actu-
ally know. In this case, every scare 
story you’ve ever heard about the rapid 
melting of the West Antarctic ice sheet 
may in fact be wrong, because research 
up to now failed to account for plate 
tectonics pushing land up and down, 
confusing estimates of historic sea 
level.

“The team studied the coast from 
Virginia to Florida, which has an 
ancient scarp tens of metres above 
present-day sea level. Until now, many 
research groups have studied this 
shoreline and concluded that during a 
warm period three million years ago, 
the Greenland, West Antarctic and a 
fraction of East Antarctic ice sheets 
collapsed, raising the sea level at least 

35 metres. But the new findings by 
Rowley and his team suggest that these 
ice sheets, particularly the East Antarc-
tic Ice Sheet (the world’s largest), were 
probably more stable.”

Although this news, too, did not 
emerge until after Lord Monckton’s NZ 
tour had ended, it underlines the mes-
sage he took to audiences around the 
country: yes, the planet is warming, 
but probably not catastrophically, and 
you need to factor in the motivations of 
those trying to scare you:

“I think one of the best things that’s 
going to come out of the global warm-
ing story,” Monckton says, “is the reali-
sation that just because scientists wear 
the robes of a druid high priest, doesn’t 
mean they should be given the sort of 
deference that a druid expects. 

“We’ve got to realise that scientists 
are human too, subject to just the same 
financial motivations as the rest of us. 
They know perfectly well if they can 
get a good scare going by taking advan-
tage of the near-total lack of scientific 
knowledge on the part of the political 
classes, they can make themselves rich 
by manufacturing scares, and ped-
dling and marketing these scares to 
politicians.

“The politicians will, I think in the 
next few years, begin to wake up to 
the fact that everything you get from a 
scientist has to be checked and double-
checked, just as any scientist in the 
good old days would have done.”
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Q: “You recently voiced support for 
historians who claim that New Zealand 
was settled much earlier than com-
monly accepted. Are you merely sup-
porting free speech and political incor-
rectness, or do you genuinely believe 
that there were other civilizations here 
in NZ before the arrival of Kupe circa 
1250AD?”

DR: “Let me just start off and say 
this, Maori are not the indigenous 
people of Aotearoa New Zealand. 
There were many other races already 
living here long before Kupe arrived. I 
am his direct descendant and I know 
from our oral history passed down 
44 generations. I believe this needs 
to be investigated further because 
every Maori community talks about 

Waitaha, Turehu and Patupaiarehe. 
This goes hand-in-hand with the other 
research. As Maori, we have come to 
a time of maturity where we need to 
debate these issues. I want to get to a 
genuine consensus about this issue, 
although I think academics want it 
to disappear. If we start talking about 
it and investigating it, it’s an exciting 
opportunity to explore. 

My ancestors like Kupe came to the 
Hokianga in search of other people. In 
the Waima ranges, there was a pipi shel-
ter on the mountains, and the kuia used 
to talk about the fair skinned people up 
there. A lot of people identify as Paniora 
(translated as Spaniard), indicating that 
the Portuguese and Spanish washed up 
on ancient ships in Northland. In 2002, 

I went to the Austronesian Leaders 
Conference in Taiwan and we discussed 
similarities with Taiwanese Aborigines. 
We traced our origins and the Maori 
and Polynesian connection to China. 
All the leaders such as myself and Matiu 
Rei, Aborigines, Solomon island-
ers, Rapa Nui and Hawaiians were all 
interested in early settlement theories. 
There is a lot of writing about the whole 
ancestral link. 

Really, Maori didn’t navigate here, 
we came on a tidal drift. Te Tai Toke-
rau is actually the tidal drift from the 
Tokelau islands. When my ancestors 
arrived at the shores of Aotearoa, there 
were people here to greet them. The 
question is: who are those people? It 
goes hand-in- hand with our oral his-

David Rankin: does the name sound familiar? He is a chief and 

elder of Ngapuhi, a fearless warrior unafraid of controversy 

because he has a strong conscience and a powerful pedigreed 

whakapapa to back him up. David represents the culture within 

Maoridom of speaking your mind and knowing that the truth 

will set you free. Famous for a quip about lodging a treaty claim 

for control of the wind, Rankin spoke recently to elocal magazine 
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tory. There are questions written by Ian 
Wishart, Noel Hilliam and others that 
need to be answered.”

Q: “What do you think the ramifica-
tions would be if Maori appeared not 
to be the indigenous people of New 
Zealand?”

DR: “That would put all our treaty 
claims in question and our indigenous 
rights at the UN. It would open up a 
whole can of worms. I do believe if we 
start approaching it the right way other 
Maori would be keen to discuss it. I 
think there has been a rot been allowed 
to set in to Maoridom since the Lange 
government took power in the early 
1980’s. In many ways, all the changes 
that have taken place have taken the 
basic responsibility away, their mana, 

from being true Maori, like working 
for a living, educating themselves and 
their families, leading strong lives and 
observing the laws of the land. If you 
are able to work then work! Help your 
fellow Maori and Pakehas be success-
ful in life. Being Maori and, let’s face it, 
you only need to be 32% by government 
standards, does not mean you need to 
take the easy way out and have your 
hand out. I have never taken anything 
from the government, I am self made, 
strong and I say stop the funding. 
Maori need to return to the warriors 
they once were. It may be hard at first 
but intergenerational beneficiaries are 
embarrassing to my culture.”

Q: “What does the word ‘indigenous’ 
mean to you?”

DR: “Because I can be politically 
incorrect, it’s more of a hippie, New 
Age, feel-good academic word. It’s an 
airy fairy thing. Really, in Maori soci-
ety in the past, it was about survival of 
the fittest, like all human beings.

It’s about what every individual per-
ceives, it’s what is important to them, 
it’s your spiritual side. It’s all about the 
individual.

Q: “Tell me about the Hone Heke 
Foundation. What are its aims/
purpose?”

DR: “To provide scholarship for 
young Ngapuhi. It’s about how we 
improve the lot of our people, not from 
the perspective of handouts, but about 
thinking in a different direction and 
getting Maori to be active participants 

PHOTO: elocal
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That would put all our treaty claims in question and our 
indigenous rights at the UN. It would open up a whole 

can of worms. I do believe if we start approaching it the 
right way other Maori would be keen to discuss it

in our society. For Maori development, 
I have a capitalist approach. It’s about 
how much Maori can develop from 
the sweat of their own brows. I’m a 
self-made man, a property developer. I 
don’t believe in handouts.”

Q: “Some would say that you are a 
moderate Maori voice and that you 
balance the media presence of Labour 
and Maori Party-Maori. Is it fair to 
label you a moderate?”

DR: “It’s the centre ground between 
right and left. I like hard right views 
and I like hard left views because I like 
debate. That’s how real Maori society 
works. You debate the issues to find 
common ground.”

Q: “What have the media got wrong 
about Ngapuhi in the past?”

DR: “The media’s got wrong that we’re 
a failing people, that we’re not getting 
anywhere. They only focus on Waitangi 
Day crazy dogs. They never report about 
the hundreds of Maori who live in Grey 
Lynn and Ponsonby who are amongst 
the top 1% of earners in the country. 
These are highly successful business 
people who have low profiles.”

Q: “Yvonne Tahana of the NZ Herald 
claimed in 2008 that Te Matarahurahu 
wants to privatise control of the Wait-
angi grounds. What is Te Matarahura-
hu’s policy on the Waitangi grounds?”

DR: “The Waitangi treaty grounds 
should have been investigated prior to 
the signing of the Treaty. The owner 
of the grounds is actually Te Matara-
hurahu: we are a very smart and savvy 
people. We were the first subtribe to sign 
the Treaty of Waitangi. We realise that 
there are business opportunities and an 
economic base to create at Waitangi.”

Q: “What do you think about 
the privatisation of state-owned 
enterprises/assets?”

DR: “As a New Zealander: I don’t 
like the privatisation. I like SOEs to 
remain in the hands of all New Zea-
landers. I don’t like the sale of power 

companies. I’ve seen the railways and 
Telecom all go before. Now another’s 
passing. I don’t want our assets sold. 
People have invested in these things: 
no one has a right to sell our family 
silver, our inheritance.”

Q: “A lot of media were alarmed 
when you proposed to lodge a WAI 
claim for control of the wind. What’s 
the latest news on this policy?”

DR: “That claim was put forward 
as an act of defiance, a protest against 
the sale of our assets. Once sold, we 
would have to look at who actually 
owns the resource. A lot of Kiwis took 
it the wrong way instead of asking 
themselves, what is this guy actually 
saying?”

Q: “You challenged the operators of 
Te Tii Marae over charging Waitangi 
Day visitors. What has been the result 
of this?”

DR: “The marae gets taken over 
by allsorts. On Waitangi Day, all the 
village idiots come out. Everyone must 
be able to see what goes on on Wait-
angi Day and media are required on 
the marae because they transmit our 
aspirations. By closing them off, you’re 
blocking off New Zealanders and 
Maori around the country.”

Q: “What is your vision for a utopian 
New Zealand?”

DR: “As Maori, we shouldn’t be at 
the bottom of the heap. We should be 
active participants in society. We have 
to enhance and take on everything that 
is Pakeha to participate. At the end of 
the day it is a Pakeha world and we can’t 
hide in our valleys. We’re living in the 
most changing time ever: benefits, free 
hospitals and education may not exist.”

Q: “What trends should New Zea-
land steer clear of?”

DR: “Selling off our SOE’s to 
overseas investors. I buy properties all 
the time, I’m now trying to compete 
against Pakeha guys in suits at auctions 
bidding against me who are a front for 

overseas Chinese investors.
Because I’m a capitalist, I want every-

thing that gives me advantage. I don’t 
like policies that punish the rich because, 
when you punish the rich, the rich will 
punish the poor. An example is the 
Capital Gains Tax. You need to hold onto 
your rich and your educated people.”

Q: “What else do you have to say 
about New Zealand?”

DR: “I don’t want to sound like 
Pauline Hanson but you cannot bring 
in refugees that can’t add value to our 
country. I’m not aligned with any polit-
ical party. David Shearer is invisible; he 
hasn’t given me anything to agree on! 
I don’t agree with anything the Green 
Party says because we’ll become so 
politically correct it will suffocate us. 
I like hard line policies. Every single 
person in this country must produce. 
I don’t mind paying for the sick and 
elderly but every able bodied person 
should go to work.”

Q: “A cultural divide in NZ is being 
felt. What can we do to fix it?”

DR: “That’s a difficult question. So 
many disparities have been created 
since the Lange government, not only 
between Maori and Pakeha but but 
also Maori against Maori. We’ve seen 
new upper echelons of Maori society 
created but nothing filtering down 
to the poor. I do see hope in young 
people, I do believe that young Maori 
and Europeans are integrating…we 
are seeing the change, it will come, we 
will get back to the notion of nation 
and the notion that we actually need 
each other. We should still celebrate 
our ‘bipolar’ society and not embrace 
our multicultural society too quickly 
because at the end of the day time will 
change everything. I see change in 
young Maori, they are successful now, 
masses are coming out of university, 
masses have got jobs and are compet-
ing with Europeans and Europeans are 
integrating with Maori.”
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The Treaty is like a marriage licence to say that two 
partners will behave themselves…I think [a new 
constitution] is just a waste of money, we have to 
start focusing on what is best for this country

Q: “Competing with or against?”
DR: “In European society, Europeans 

compete against each other anyway, 
to be the best. We don’t want to have a 
handicapped past. Most of my children 
can cut it in the Pakeha world and that’s 
the new direction that we’re going to go.”

Q: “What is Pakeha culture?”
DR: Rugby sevens is Pakeha culture; 

Pakeha is the culture of the 21st cen-
tury. The Chinese, the Indians want 
Pakeha culture, it’s only Maori that 
don’t want Pakeha culture. Pakeha cul-
ture is the culture of money, and that 
is a very important culture to aspire to. 
My Maori culture is my spiritual side. 
I myself will compete against Pakeha 
in any situation and I can operate in 
that world quite easily. It’s a powerful 
culture and English is the language of 
money. Even the Chinese with all of 
their money still want to be Pakeha.”

Q: “Do you think NZ spawns 
racism?”

DR: “It can be both ways. Chinese 
can be racist against Pakeha, Maori 
can be racist against Chinese, Pacific 
Islanders can be racist against Maori. 
Racism isn’t about stereotyping, it’s an 
individual thing. I’m wondering if Hone 
Harawira is racist because he comes 
from a minority… I know lots of Chi-
nese who don’t like Maori… It’s human 
nature, it’s all about being human.”

Q: “Many consider the Waitangi 
Tribunal to be a racist environment 
were Maori can’t claim against Maori 
for injustices, and Pakeha don’t get a 
hearing.”

DR: “It wasn’t set up by Maori, it 
was set up by Pakeha. You can’t blame 
Maori, it’s actually the politically 
correct Pakeha… the tribunal a lot of 
times doesn’t work, a lot of the times 
it’s actually divisive so no wonder it 
has that reputation. If it were up to me 
I would not have started it in the first 
place as Maori are not the indigenous 
people of this country.”

Q: “The current government wants 
to close historical Treaty claims by 
2020. What are your thoughts on that?”

DR: “If they can resolve them and 
get them out of the way, that is good. 
I’m glad they’ve negotiated with Tuhoe 
so we’ll no longer see nonsensical 
behaviour from Tame Iti. Once we’ve 
settled, there will be no comeback. 
Once you start blaming people, you 
don’t have ground. Get [your tribe’s 
settlement] out of the way. I don’t think 
it’s really worked for the Maori (The 
Waitangi Tribunal) as it has made a 
handful very, very, wealthy and not 
benefited the Iwi’s overall. The gravy 
train has got to stop.”

Q: “What do you think of the cur-
rent administration of the Waitangi 
Tribunal and its decisions?”

DR: “It’s a grey area, I think that 
it makes a lot of recommendations 
but it’s a toothless tiger. If we wait 
around thinking that we will get rich 
from treaty settlements, it’s a waste 
of time, being given your own thing 
back. I absolutely take my hat off to 
(Ngai Tahu leaders) Mark Solomon 
and Tipene O’Regan because they have 
made wise decisions for their people 
and they can compete with and outdo 
Pakeha. Tainui’s leader slows them 
down. Ngai Tahu think like Europeans 
and they’re not into nepotism and their 
attitude is ‘The right person for the 
right job.’”

Q: “What message do you want to 
get out to the 200,000 people reading 
this?”

DR: “We have to recondition our 
mindset and think about the changes 
that are going on in our country. I 
think as Maori and Pakeha we have 
to start looking at our relationship 
because we are living in a multicultural 
society. The rights of Maori and Pakeha 
are becoming less because the new 
immigrants coming into our country 
have exactly the same rights as people 

who have paid taxes for generations. 
We have to work closely with our treaty 
partners and embrace each other for 
a strong future, after all it’s the people 
who make the country not the other 
way around.”

Q: “Does NZ need a new 
constitution?”

DR: “Does the Treaty even work? 
The Treaty is like a marriage licence 
to say that two partners will behave 
themselves… I think [a new constitu-
tion] is just a waste of money, we have 
to start focusing on what is best for this 
country because we’re living in austere, 
changing times and in ten years the 
face of NZ will be entirely different and 
we will be following the rules of a new 
master. We can’t compete. We have 
lived through the best times of this 
country and we have to be prepared for 
not very good times in the future.”

Q: “Who is the new master?”
DR: “We’re seeing the demise of the 

West and the rise of the East and you 
just can’t compete against the numbers, 
and people that train their children 
from the age of four. We’ve become a 
lax society while the new masters go 
to work seven days a week. These are 
the new masters of the world, focused 
on business opportunities and mak-
ing money. Look at America; look at 
Europe – they are falling over, and our 
lifestyle is going to change. It frightens 
me that if you don’t work hard, save 
your money and buy property and 
assets we will live in a new society of 
very rich and very poor. Everything 
we’ve grown up with that matters to 
us – free education, free hospitals – 
they’re not going to be there, because 
we can’t compete.”

This interview originally ran in the 

March edition of elocal magazine, and 

can be found on their website, elocal.

co.nz. Elocal publishes stories and 

features relevant to the Auckland market

http://www.elocal.co.nz
http://www.elocal.co.nz
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E
arly in The Lord of the 
Rings Frodo Baggins says 
of the rustic inhabitants 
of his home, The Shire, 
that he had often thought 
that they were too dull 

and stupid for words, and that an 
Earthquake or an invasion of dragons 
would do them good.

He doesn’t mean it, of course, and 
when the call comes he risks, and in 
a sense sacrifices, his life to save them 
from just such a fate.

Most of us have probably felt like 
Frodo at some time. H. G. Wells 
pioneered many of the great themes 

of science-fiction including interplan-
etary invasion and time-travel. He also, 
in The War in the Air and other stories, 
pioneered the “domestic catastrophe.” 

Written just after the Wright Broth-
ers’ first flight, it tells of a great war 
in the air which spreads around the 
world. Frontiers, front lines and neu-
tral zones become meaningless, and 
there is a general collapse of civiliza-
tion. The hero, an Englishman named 
Bert Smallway, is a typical lower-mid-
dle-class townsman, who, discovering 
an unexpected streak of ruthlessness 
and daring in himself, ends up as a 
clan chief in a Britain that has returned 

to feudalism. Previously too timid to 
approach a girl who attracts him, he 
now disposes of his rival in love by the 
simple but effective expedient of shoot-
ing him in the back.

There were also about this time a 
large number of “invasion novels” 
dealing with predominantly French, 
later German, attacks on England, but 
these were generally more concerned 
with straight-out military problems 
than with psychological and cultural 
ones. Australia had a number of equiv-
alent novels, mainly dealing with the 
“yellow peril” and Chinese or Japanese 
conquest. (At least one of these was 
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promoted by politician Alfred Deakin 
to help terrify the Australian States 
into Federation). Again, however, these 
were largely simple political tracts.

One theme of The War in the Air 
was also present in Wells’ great novels 
The War of the Worlds and The Time 
Machine, and also touched upon 
in his The History of Mr Polly: they 
all contain pictures of “soft” cosy, 
civilized people confronted with 
catastrophic violence and terror and 
unable to cope with it. The first hint in 
The Time Machine that something is 
terribly wrong is made  with a beauti-
ful subtlety: meeting for the first time 

a crowd of Eloi, the beautiful race 
dwelling at ease upon the surface of 
the Earth in the distant future, Wells’ 
time-traveller notices (with no more 
than puzzlement) that there are no old 
people among them.

In The History of Mr Polly, Wells 
describes two brawling shop-keepers:

“There on the pavement these inex-
pert children of a pacific age, untrained 
in arms and uninured to violence, aban-
doned themselves to amateurish and 
absurd efforts to hurt and injure one 
another – of which the most palpable 
consequences were dusty backs, ruffled 
hair and torn and twisted collars.”

(That story was published in 1910. 
The protagonists would soon acquire 
their fill of expertise.)

These were quite different to the 
Victorian and Edwardian heroes of 
John Buchan, Rider Haggard or even 
Kipling: soldiers, engineers, hunters, 
brave, tough and capable men, able 
to handle a savage environment – the 
ideal of the knight brought up to date. 
These heroic adventurers, however, 
were individuals, who, one way or 
another had gone seeking the adven-
turous life of action and self-reliance 
and were prepared for it. The image of 
the unprepared society or community 

The Catastrophe
Literature, 
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was something quite different. Some 
of Kipling’s writing was in this general 
area – his Roman centurions protected 
a fragile civilization from the barba-
rism outside. Gibbon in the 18th Cen-
tury had been aware of the same thing, 
when he wrote that in the declining 
Roman Empire “Prosperity had relaxed 
the nerve of discipline.”

One image of The War in the Air that 
lodges in the memory is the survivors 
of post-catastrophe England wad-
dling about in winter swathed in layers 
of newspaper which has otherwise 
become useless. They do not know 
how to weave or shear sheep, and have 
few other ways of keeping warm. The 
adaptable eventually survive, though 
their lives are relatively poor, nasty, 
brutish and short. The rest perish 
quickly. 

That much-overlooked writer John 
Christopher tells in The Death of Grass 
how a virus kills all the grasses – which 
includes all the wheat and rice as well 
all the grazing grass. A small fraction 
of the human race may survive on 
roots like potatoes and fruits. Those 
not able to think in terms of survival 
and getting hold of weapons and defen-
sible and productive land, die (P. G. 

Wodehouse reversed the catastrophe 
convention: all his novels can be seen 
as occurring in a sunny, cosy England 
in which the catastrophe of the First 
World War had not occurred. Indeed 
nothing really tragic had ever hap-
pened. Perhaps there is some connec-
tion between this and the fact that 
when he was swept up by the Second 
World War, he did not know how to 
cope, and as a civilian internee he fool-
ishly but innocently made broadcasts 
for his German captors).

The catastrophe and the ques-
tion of civilized man’s ability to 
meet it seem to have been never 

too far submerged beneath the appar-
ently placid surface of late Victorian 
and Edwardian complacency. As 
Wells’ time-traveller, observing the 
effete, helpless humans of the distant 
future reflected: “We are kept keen on 
the grindstone of pain and necessity, 
and here was that hateful grindstone 
broken at last!”

It seems to have been an idea which 
also haunted Tolkien. Some of his 
hobbits show unexpected reserves of 
toughness, but towards the end of the 
story we find that the inhabitants of the 

Shire have also become somewhat over-
civilized and have allowed themselves 
to be bullied and tyrannised by the evil 
wizard Saruman, even though he has 
been stripped of his magic powers. 

The hobbits returning from the 
Quest of destroying the evil Ring, 
toughened by wars and adventures, 
soon rouse the rest to throw Saruman 
and his henchmen out, but we see 
the Shire Hobbits have gradually lost 
initiative and the spirit of independent 
action. As one farmer who had tried to 
do something previously said, “folks 
wouldn’t help.”

One of the saddest aspects of The 
Lord of the Rings is that one closes it 
with the knowledge that the hobbits are 
doomed. Their country, although, or 
even because, it is now protected by the 
good King Elessar, has shrunk from an 
independent land to a reservation. 

In an early draft of The Lord of The 
Rings Tolkien said the hobbits are now 
becoming extinct, and though this is 
not specifically stated in the book as 
finally published, enough is said to 
make it obvious. King Elessar, after the 
evil experience of Saruman, forbids 
men to enter the Shire, but before this 
no such ban was necessary – the hob-
bits had looked after themselves.

In an attack on The Lord of the Rings 
the left-wing writer Michael Moorcock 
claimed that it celebrated insularity:

The little hills and woods of that Sur-
rey of the mind, the Shire, are “safe”, but 
the wild landscapes everywhere beyond 
the Shire are “dangerous”. Experience of 
life itself is dangerous.

Moorcock’s ideologically-based 
criticism is in general untrammelled by 
inconvenient facts, and this was in fact 
the opposite of one of the points The 
Lord of the Rings is repeatedly mak-
ing – the Hobbits of the Shire (which 
can indeed be taken as England) were 
in danger partly because they were not 
experienced or interested in what was 
happening beyond their borders. 

In the introduction to The Lord of the 
Rings, Tolkien said the Hobbits saw the 
Shire:

as a district of well-ordered business, 
and there in that pleasant corner of 
the world they plied their well-ordered 
business of living; and they heeded 
less and less the world outside where 
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dark things moved, until they came to 
think that peace and plenty were the 
rule of middle-earth and the right of 
all sensible folk. They forgot or ignored 
what little they had ever learned of the 
Guardians, and of the labours of those 
that made possible the long peace of the 
shire. They were in fact sheltered, but 
they had ceased to remember it.

They were forgetting that the world 
contained “the high and perilous.” Even 
the strong Tom Bombadil, who was 
not a hobbit but some sort of nature-
spirit, and had withdrawn into his own 
country, was in danger unless others 
protected him. Indeed throughout The 
Lord of the Rings various people on the 
good side are endangered by their reluc-
tance to look outwards and confront an 
enemy growing ever stronger. This com-
placency, or perhaps reluctance to face 
gathering peril, nearly destroys even 
the wise Ents and Elves and the valiant, 
martial men of Rohan and Gondor. It 
seems an endemic and nearly fatal flaw 
of the good side and must be constantly 
corrected.

The same point is made in other 
situations in Tolkien’s writing: in The 
Hobbit some of the inhabitants of Lake-
Town have become so complacent they 
believe the dragon is merely legendary 
though he is in fact within easy strik-
ing distance of them. Their compla-
cency, too, nearly destroys them. There 
is a similar situation in Farmer Giles of 
Ham (working both ways: some insular 
dragons foolishly come to believe that 
knights are mythical).

In C. S. Lewis’s final Narnia story, 
The Last Battle, the last disaster falls 
when most of the good animals of 
Narnia are shown to have become 
too passive to rebel against an obvi-
ously wicked false prophet, Shift (“We 

daren’t!”). Their (literal) damnation is 
perhaps sealed by an incident which 
is not even mentioned, but which the 
alert reader can pick up from hints: 
they allow a lamb who has spoken out 
and questioned what is going on to be 
quietly done away with.

George Orwell several times made 
the point that civilized people could 
not be civilized unless less civilized 
people guarded them. In Constantine 
Fitzgibbon’s When the Kissing had to 
Stop a pacifist left-wing British Labour 
Prime Minister somewhat resembling 
Michael Foot, trustingly allows a resur-
gently Stalinist Russian military pres-
ence into Britain. The good people are 
horrified but do not know what to do. 
They meet and discuss possible plans 
but, imbued with the habits of democ-
racy, do not do anything until it is too 
late. Most of the surviving British char-
acters, left and right, are last seen being 
unloaded in Arctic death-camps. 

Kipling had his own repeated 
attacks on complacency. He had 
the archtypical British soldier, 

Tommy Atkins, sing (I quote from 
memory):

“Oh, it’s Tommy this, and Tommy 
that, and ‘Tommy, go away!’

But it’s ‘Thank you, Mr Atkins’ when 
the band begins to play,

Oh, it’s Tommy this, and Tommy that, 
and ‘Tommy, How’s your soul?’

But it’s “Thin red line of ‘eroes” when 
the drums begin to roll …”

Paul Lake’s Cry Wolf: A Political 
Fable, which I reviewed in The Ameri-
can Spectator of February 6, 2008, in 
the tradition of Orwell’s Animal Farm, 
tells of a farm run by domestic animals 
after the old owner has died (In this 
story, unlike Orwell’s, the old owner 

– perhaps symbolising traditional 
wisdom and belief –  was benevolent 
and wise). They survive and prosper 
as long as wild animals are kept out, 
they work hard and the rules the old 
farmer taught them are obeyed. Then a 
wounded doe is admitted out of com-
passion, and their rules and disciplines 
are gradually relaxed from that point, 
always for the best of reasons, and their 
culture compromised until at last the 
wolves and bears come storming back. 

I read in yesterday’s paper of a Brit-
ish Labour MP and former Minister, 
jailed for corruption, who took a 
$6,000 watch into prison. Naturally it 
did not remain in his possession long 
– a perfect example of the inability to 
mentally adapt to another and fiercer 
world. It is frightening to think of a 
country being governed by not merely 
by crooks, but by crooks so out of 
touch with what reality involves.

There have been, of course, a number 
of modern “Catastrophe” novels in 
realistic settings. In John Wyndham’s 
1950’s novel The Day of the Triffids 
a misfunctioning bioweapon blinds 
most of the world’s population. The 
tiny handful of sighted people are 
again thrown on their primitive 
resources to survive and to care for 
as many blind as possible. They must 
learn farming from scratch, with all 
the capital of such things as petrol 
steadily depreciating. In Wyndham’s 
The Kraken Wakes, Alien invaders melt 
the ice-caps, similarly throwing human 
beings back into a state of survival of 
the fittest and the foresighted. “Find a 
good hill-top and fortify it!” a scientist 
advises the hero when the first tiny rise 
in the sea-level is detected.

As one might expect, the best modern 
catastrophe novels are American. One 

In his Dies the Fire electricity ceases to work and 
so do guns (it is suggested some Alien intervention 
has caused this). The cities become infernos 
of cannibalism, while in the country eccentric 
hobbyist skills like making bows and arrows, curing 
skins or horse-breaking become priceless assets

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1933771429/theamericansp-20
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This Jew-hatred is unlike the anti-Semitism of the 
past. A large part of it is based on spiritual envy 

and jealousy – the envy of the weak for the strong, 
the envy of a society which has lost all its traditions 
for a society which has kept 5,000 years of tradition

of the most prolific and thoughtful of 
modern catastrophe authors is S. M. 
Stirling. In his Dies the Fire electric-
ity ceases to work and so do guns (it is 
suggested some Alien intervention has 
caused this). The cities become infernos 
of cannibalism, while in the country 
eccentric hobbyist skills like making 
bows and arrows, curing skins or horse-
breaking become priceless assets. 

The film Tremors is interesting here: 
giant carnivorous worms attack a 
remote American community. Several 
of the inhabitants are eaten by them, 
one is chased up a telephone pole and 
marooned there till he dies of thirst,  
but two of the worms are killed by 
“survivalists” – the sort of people left-
liberals have nightmares about – who 
have a basement full of high-powered 
guns and who know how to make 
explosives from domestic ingredients. 
Tremors is a light-hearted adventure 
film but can be seen to contain as grain 
or two of truth among the chaff.

In all the best of these stories the 
really important thing is not the 
mechanical details of how things can 
be made to work (in Tremors there is 
no real attempt to explain where the 
invading monsters come from), but 
whether or not people have the mental 
resilience and adaptability to survive in 
a changed world. 

Or even an adaptability to meet 
the challenges of ordinary life. One 
wonders what Wells, or indeed any 
other Victorian or Edwardian would 
have made of the true story of the two 
auxiliary policemen in Britain recently 
who stood by as a child drowned in 
a shallow lake because, as an official 
statement put it, “They had not been 
trained to wade.”(One finally mustered 
sufficient initiative to call for help). A 
similar incident occurs in The Time 
Machine, when the useless Eloi look 

passively on while a girl is drowning, 
but that was meant to be in the year 
802,701.

Following the recent British riots, the 
Daily Telegraph’s chief political com-
mentator, Peter Oborne, wrote a story 
headlined “The moral decay of our soci-
ety is as bad at the top as the bottom.”

Now I am well aware that 
reporters do not write head-
lines. Nonetheless, the whole 

tone of Oborne’s article was that the 
MPs who cheated on their expense 
accounts recently were as bad as the 
rioters.

Criminality is criminality, and the 
MP’s conduct is at least equally as 
deserving of punishment as that of 
the rioters. I have already written, 
indeed, that the two may be con-
nected. However, only a completely 
sheltered person in a milieu insulated 
from reality can believe that physi-
cally assaulting another person is the 
same as, or no worse than, cheating on 
an expense account. It shows a quite 
terrifying inability to comprehend 
what real life actually involves. The soft 
livers become not only helpless, but 
callous: their imaginations and capac-
ity for empathy atrophy along with 
their muscles and reflexes. H. G. Wells 
gave us a human race divided into the 
helpless Eloi and the savage, vicious 
Morlocks. Reading the British papers 
it seems as if a new Homo Britannicus 
has been bred combining the worst of 
both species – Eloi and Morlock in one. 
One commentator made the point that 
when the police failed, and, bewildered 
and hamstrung by political correct-
ness, allowed the mobs to run riot:

Overwhelmingly, the most active and 
effective groups have been Middle East-
ern and Asian immigrants, who actu-
ally know from bitter experience how 

tenuous the state actually is, and who 
understand that they must rely on com-
munity and kin. Turks, Kurds and Sikhs 
have formed community defense groups 
that sometimes look more like militias 
than neighbourhood watch groups, and 
the gangs, wisely, have learned to avoid 
those areas.

All this, I think, ties in with other 
things. Among them, the rampant 
hatred  among many people of Israel 
and Jews.

This Jew-hatred is unlike the anti-
Semitism of the past. A large part of it 
is based on spiritual envy and jealousy 
– the envy of the weak for the strong, 
the envy of a society which has lost 
all its traditions for a society which 
has kept 5,000 years of tradition. In 
an ironic reversal of historical stereo-
types, the alienated masses without 
patriotism or sense of national identity, 
the “rootless cosmopolitans” of today, 
envy the Jews their Spartan patriotism, 
their toughness, determination and 
capability. Every Jewish youth has been 
taught to use modern weapons. Every 
British youth is breaking the law if he 
or she carries a pen-knife. Yet it is the 
British youth that has run amok in 
conscienceless and indeed homicidal 
rioting. Jews were once hated because 
they were seen as weak and Oriental. 
Now they are hated because they are 
seen as strong and Western. Again, The 
Lord of The Rings has something to say 
about this: the wraiths both hate and 
desire the blood of the living. 

I don’t want to get into the moral 
rights and wrongs of the Palestinian 
question here, but there is no doubt 
many other States – Burma, China, 
Zimbabwe, to name three, let alone 
North Korea, by any  yardstick behave 
worse than Israel while attracting 
nothing like the same hatred.  Who 
cares if Malawi or Uganda brutally 
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evicted all their Indian traders and 
seized their shops to redistribute 
among their own corrupt political 
class? Only the Israelis are hated so 
because somewhere deep down people 
see in them an image of what they 
themselves ought to be. We have all 
seen at school the weak, wet mammy’s 
boy who does not seek to improve 
himself or to emulate, but rather hates, 
the capable, successful athlete, or even 
the brainier child.

Israel is, of course surrounded by 
enemies intent on its annihilation. It 
cannot afford to sink into the soft life. 
Nor, for different reasons, can Singa-
pore, which has had the self-stated aim 
of being a “rugged society,” though it is 
a few years since I have been there and 
I don’t know if that slogan is still used 
today. It is not surrounded by enemies, 
but its economic circumstances leave 

little margin for slackness if its people 
are to continue in reasonable comfort 
or even to survive. Strikes, for example 
seem in Singapore to belong to a differ-
ent moral universe.

It seems logical that societies with 
universal military training  would be 
best equipped to survive catastrophe 
and also have a greater sense of civic 
discipline ingrained in their members, 
but that of course is now being made 
politically impossible.

I am not quite sure how it fits in, 
but this factoid does not seem totally 
irrelevant: we have all seen films of the 
complete ruin of Berlin at the end of 
World War II. 10 days after Germany 
surrendered, the Berlin underground 
railway was running again. At the 
same time the London underground 
railway was on strike. 

The British papers recently reported 

the case of a man who made an official 
complaint that his holiday at a fish-
ing port had been ruined because 
the wharf smelt of fish. Was this the 
action of an isolated silly pillock, such 
as we will always have with us, or was 
it an indication of something more 
ominous: an indication of a society 
fantastically ignorant of the simplest 
facts about how the world works?

It is a famous survivalist challenge: 
“Turn off all your electricity for 24 
hours and see how well you can func-
tion!” The increasing dependence of 
all the major industrial civilizations 
on computers at all levels from major 
industrial process control to domestic 
budgeting and e-mails and ATMs has 
made that challenge more pointed.

Meanwhile, we should take catastrophe 
literature seriously. It may be the only real 
early-warning system we shall get.
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Jim knew exactly what Moira was on about. He 
went through this ritual every year when the 
date edged closer to the summer solstice. He 

thought to himself, “I should Google the difference 
between the equinox and the solstice. I know that 
the solstice marks the longest and shortest day, but 
I never worked out what the equinox meant.”

Now Moira could see that Jim was day dream-
ing, so she harrumphed, “don’t bother, I will do it 
myself”. Jim had heard that tone before and knew 
immediately that he was in trouble. Moira’s tactic 
worked and Jim sprang into action.

“I have a plan,” he announced, and before he was 
able to share his clever idea with his bride of many 
years, she responded, “I don’t care if you could pin 
a tail on it and call it a weasel, I want you to get out 
there and clean the barbeque.”

That confirmed he was in trouble, and accord-
ingly he decided that this might not be the best 
time to share his pearl of wisdom and so he rustled 
himself and went out to the deck to determine the 
state of the barbeque.

As soon as he took the cover off, he recalled the 
last time they had used it, he might have had an 
extra glass or two of red wine and had promised 
himself, “I’ll clean that in the morning”. He quickly 
ducked off to the laundry to source a bucket of 
soapy water and scraper.

As Jim scrubbed the hot plate and grill he 
thought to himself, “No drama, I will use my secret 
idea and win her over with how smart I am.”

In order to divert attention away from himself, 

The problem with money…

invest by peter hensley 

Jim inquired who Sarah and Brock were.
Moira’s tone softened a little, “You should 

remember them, they had to move to the South 
Island for Brock’s work about fifteen years ago. 
They are planning to move back here to retire 
shortly and want to drop in and chat about their 
investment strategy”.

This was a common occurrence. Over the years Jim 
and Moira practiced and preached the road to wealth. 
Always spend less than you earn and never borrow 
more than you can afford. Those two principles had 
seen them prosper from humble beginnings.

Their gregarious nature and obvious fiscal steward-
ship acted like a magnet to those eager to learn the 
principles that would lead all practitioners along the 
road to wealth. Initially they were surprised by the 
attention they generated. Over time they accepted the 
responsibility to teach and guide those keen to source 
the wisdom Jim and Moira took for granted.

They had ceased to be amazed that few of their vis-
itors had ever considered the consequences of living 
beyond their means. Over the years Jim and Moira 
had established that the concept of spending less 
than one earned, whilst being blindingly obvious, 
proved to be less common than common sense.

Sarah and Brock were early adopters of this philos-
ophy and had proven to be excellent students. Their 
current problem was the yield or income return they 
were receiving from their investments was declining 
and the forecast level of retirement income was look-
ing dismal. They were keen to hear Moira’s solution 
to their dilemma. They were also keen to partake of 
some of Moira’s legendary home baking.

Moira’s skills at cooking had evolved from 
necessity. In their early days, Jim had been the 
traditional bread winner and Moira undertook 
the home duties and child rearing activities. Jim, 
always on the lookout for ways to increase their 
income, took on extra jobs when available. Moira 
balanced this by reducing their expenses where 
ever she could. Home baking was an obvious way 
that she could contribute to the cause. Their com-
bined efforts could produce only one result. They 
quickly eliminated their mortgage and their con-
tinued enforced saving habits saw them accumulate 
wealth well in excess of their peers.

Happy in the knowledge that their wealth was 

Investors who are seeking greater 
return on their investments are 
obliged to take on increased 
investment risk. They have to invest 
in securities that generate returns 
that are higher than the traditional 
bank deposits
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increasing, Moira saw no reason to change the habits of a 
lifetime. As the family grew, she felt a responsibility to learn 
how to manage their investments. She also convinced Jim 
they had a responsibility to share their knowledge, not only 
the basic concepts of the two rules of wealth, but also the 
underlying theory of investment.

Jim proudly served the steak and chicken skewers which 
complimented Moira’s salad and comprised mainly home 
grown ingredients. Moira was surprised that there was no 
greasy after taste which she had always associated with 
Jim’s barbeque. Before she could comment on his cooking 
prowess, Sarah raised the topic of reduced interest rates and 
subsequent effect it was having on their investment income.

This topic was already affecting many of their friends and 
was very evident in their own portfolio. Moira jokingly said, 
“Well Sarah, you might have to go back to work.”

“Not likely, I am getting too old for that, but I would like 
to identify a way to increase the yield from our investments”

“Well, the solution is obvious,” Moira responded.
“It might be obvious to you, but it isn’t to us. What should 

we be doing that we are not currently doing?”
“You and many others. At this stage of the investment 

cycle, investors who are seeking greater return on their 
investments are obliged to take on increased investment 
risk. They have to invest in securities that generate returns 
that are higher than the traditional bank deposits.”

Jim, sitting quietly, watched the concept float gently across 
the table and suddenly Sarah’s back straightened ever so 
slightly and a look of understanding appeared on her face. 
“Ah, that’s what they mean when they say we should invest 

in the bank by buying shares in the bank and not term 
deposits.”

Moira could see her student grasp the notion. “The divi-
dends paid by most of the banks are higher than the term 
deposits they are paying customers. It would be even higher 
if the Government allowed us to claim Ozzie franking 
credits.”

“So we would be better off buying shares in general?” 
Sarah said.

“Yep, however you have to follow some basic rules, the 
first is to be diversified, the second is to buy shares in com-
panies that are profitable and have a policy that those profits 
are distributed to the shareholders.”

Sarah asked “How do I find out this information?”
“You can ask Dr Google or your broker. Either way works, 

but remember to include a large dose of common sense. Now 
Jim you better get these dishes in the kitchen and I want you 
to clean that barbeque today, don’t you dare leave it grubby 
like you did last time.”

“The barbeque is clean already my dear” Jim replied 
smugly. “One of your cooking shows suggested using al-foil 
on the hotplate, it worked like a charm, no mess and no 
rusty after taste.”

“Well you still have the lunch dishes to do. Get your skates 
on and I will see our guests out.”

Copyright © Peter J. Hensley June 2013.  

This article is meant to be Class Advice and a copy of Peter 

Hensley’s disclosure statement is available on request and is 

free of charge.
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gadgets

1Ruark Audio MR1
As speakers for computer 

systems they’re ideal, but they are 
also equally at home as speakers 
to improve the sound of flat panel 
TVs and as extension speakers 
for our own R2i/R4i models. 
Even alone they are capable of 
providing the basis of a complete 
music system and with Bluetooth 
and apt-X built-in, audio can be 
streamed and played wirelessly 
through MR1s with CD like sound. 
The MR1s have been fashioned 
to compliment our award winning 
R-Series and are immediately 
recognisable as a Ruark design. 
The hand crafted cabinets with 
cool metal fittings and fine mesh 
grilles are highly tactile and finished 
in a choice of Rich Walnut, or our 
new Soft White and Soft Black 
lacquer finishes, their style and neat 
proportions will compliment all 
applications and locations.
www.ruarkaudio.com

4Jabra Revo Wireless
No wires doesn’t mean 

compromised sound quality. With 
Revo Wireless headphones, it 
means freedom of movement and 
massive sound that doesn’t skip 
a beat. Turntable Touch Control 
allows you to easily play, skip or 
pause your music and manage 
calls. Hear and be heard with clear 
calls, tap to pair with NFC and 
keep your tunes going with long 
playback. Designed to be used and 
abused, Revo Wireless is solidly 
built with an aluminum frame, 
steel hinges, and a shatterproof 
headband for extreme flexibility. 
Drop, bend and fold-tested to 
the max to ensure it can take 
whatever life has in store. Hard 
to the core and soft to the touch 
– Revo Wireless headphones are 
super comfortable with a padded 
headband and plush, memory foam 
ear cups.  
www.jabra.com
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2Samsung Galaxy S4

Make your life richer, 
simpler, and more fun. As a 
real life companion, the new 
Samsung GALAXY S4 helps 
bring us closer and captures 
those fun moments when we 
are together. Each feature was 
designed to simplify our daily 
lives. Furthermore, it cares 
enough to monitor our health 
and well-being. To put it simply, 
the Samsung GALAXY S4 is 
there for you. The Samsung 
GALAXY S4 captures all the 
action wherever you are. Don’t 
just look at your photos, hear 
what they have to say and 
relive those exciting memories. 
Take multiple exposure pictures 
and edit them together to 
add a special dramatic touch. 
Once done, spread the fun and 
instantly share your albums with 
friends and family.
www.samsung.com

3Nikon Coolpix A
Meet the COOLPIX A, a 

one-of-a-kind Nikon camera that 
produces high-resolution photos 
and Full HD 1080p videos in a 
class of their own. The COOLPIX 
A is exceptional in every aspect. 
For exceptional image quality, 
it employs a Nikon DX-format 
CMOS sensor, the same type used 
in our outstanding DX-format 
D-SLR cameras. For exceptional 
clarity and low-light performance, 
it features one of the most 
impressive NIKKOR lenses we’ve 
ever put on a COOLPIX camera. 
For exceptional versatility, it’s 
compatible with many Nikon 
accesories like a Wi-Fi adapter 
that lets you instantly share your 
photos. Simply put, the COOLPIX 
A produces the kind of photos and 
videos that will leave your dazzled 
friends and family asking, “What 
kind of camera do you have?”
www.nikon.com

http://www.ruarkaudio.com
http://www.jabra.com
http://www.samsung.com
http://www.nikon.com
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mall

1Dell XPS18
Introducing the world’s 

thinnest and lightest portable all-
in-one featuring an 18.4” full HD 
touch display and the best battery 
life in its class. Dell’s innovative 
tablets and all-in-one desktops 
offer myriad features, including 
the latest Intel Core processors 
and Windows operating systems 
so you can play hard and work 
smarter. Interact with your 
favorite apps and games or keep 
in touch with family and friends 
on Dell’s multi-touch tablets. 
These sleek systems are the 
perfect combination of power 
and portability. Simplify your 
space with a powerful all-in-one 
desktop. Watch movies, scan 
email or flip through photos on 
these compact PCs.
www.dell.com

3Pebble Watch
Pebble is the first watch built 

for the 21st century. It’s infinitely 
customizable, with beautiful 
downloadable watchfaces and 
useful internet-connected apps. 
Pebble connects to iPhone and 
Android smartphones using 
Bluetooth, alerting you with a 
silent vibration to incoming calls, 
emails and messages. Apps bring 
Pebble to life. We’re building 
some amazing apps for Pebble. 
Cyclists can use Pebble as a bike 
computer, accessing the GPS 
on your smartphone to display 
speed, distance and pace data. 
Runners get a similar set of data 
displayed on their wrist. Use the 
music control app to play, pause 
or skip tracks on your phone with 
the touch of a button.
www.getpebble.com

4Hyper-Track Guide
A lightweight trainer that 

enables you to run on the 
road or out of bounds without 
compromising performance on 
either surface. Construction 
features a seamless upper and 
mesh for reduced chafing and 
allows your foot to breathe. 
Comfortable EVA Northotic 
footbed rests atop the CRADLE 
GUIDE dual-density midsole 
to enhance your natural stride. 
Abrasion-resistant rubber pods 
are strategically placed on the 
soles to provide additional 
traction on the trail.
www.thenorthface.com

2Cookoo Watch
Have you ever missed a 

call because you couldn’t hear 
your phone? Or found yourself 
constantly checking for a new 
text, email, or Facebook message? 
The Cookoo watch will let you 
know what’s happening on your 
phone in real time – even if you 
can’t see or reach it. The smart, 
user-friendly interface will easily 
keep you connected and help 
manage your phone, apps, and 
social networks. The Cookoo App 
keeps you in control of the alerts 
and notifications you receive 
on the Cookoo watch. Use the 
default settings or customize your 
own. Select which notifications 
you want to receive and whether 
you want to be notified by an 
icon, beep, or vibration.
www.cookoowatch.com

1

2
3

4

http://www.dell.com
http://www.getpebble.com/
http://www.thenorthface.com
http://www.cookoowatch.com
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Six months after the launch of Windows 8 and shortly 
after a quarterly earnings report that surprised some 
with its solidity, Microsoft watchers are asking:

Is the company the slow-yet-steady tortoise that’s gain-
ing on the flashier hares of the business – the Googles and 
Apples?

Or do the plunging PC market, lukewarm response to 
Windows 8, and still-minuscule presence in tablets and 
smartphones foretell an ominous future?

And what should people make of recent news such as 
activist investor ValueAct Holdings’ market-moving invest-
ment in Microsoft largely based on its cloud technology 
potential, official confirmation that the company is working 
on smaller Windows-based touch devices, and rumors of 
all the changes coming with “Blue,” the wave of sweeping 
updates ahead for many Microsoft offerings?

The consensus among analysts seems to be that Microsoft 
is a company in transition, experiencing growing pains and 
pockets of great promise as it moves from dominance in a 
world centered on Windows and PCs to becoming a com-
pany that delivers services and devices.

While the “services” part of the equation is taking off – 

Office 365, the subscription model for Microsoft’s Office 
suite, is on pace to become a $1 billion business by the end 
of June, for instance – it’s not doing as well on the “devices” 
side, other than with its Xbox console.

And while the growth curve for Windows is flattening, 
Office remains strong, and Microsoft’s Server and Tools 
business, which encompasses products and services aimed 
at corporate use, continues to grow steadily each quarter.

“A lot of people fail to recognize that Microsoft has a lot of 
diversification,” said Al Gillen, an analyst with research firm 
IDC. “If the Windows client business ceased to grow ever 
again, and I don’t think that will happen, the other divisions 
in the company are moving along without being held back 
by the Windows business.”

That said, the Windows business is still among the top 
revenue-generating divisions at Microsoft and perhaps the 
most closely associated with the company.

Revenue in the Windows division, after an accounting 
adjustment, was flat for Microsoft’s latest reported quarter, 
which ended March 31.

Many analysts saw that as a relatively good performance, 
given that PC shipments went down about 11 to 14 percent 

tech by janet i. tu

Windows 8, six months on
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during that quarter, according to research firms Gartner 
and IDC.

But veteran Microsoft analyst Rick Sherlund, with invest-
ment bank Nomura, points out that profits, after the adjust-
ments, were down 20 percent year-over-year in the division.

“The slow PC sales showed up in lower profits, which was 
masked on the revenue side in the form of the sale of hard-
ware,” Sherlund said.

By “hardware,” Sherlund means Microsoft’s branded tab-
lets, the Surface Pro and Surface RT, which, though widely 
reported to not have sold as well as Microsoft had expected, 
contributed to the division’s revenue.

The problem is, the profit margin on the hardware is lower 
than for software, Sherlund said.

Microsoft has remained silent on how many Surface units 
it has sold.

It also hasn’t updated sales figures for Windows 8 since 
the beginning of the year, when it said it had sold 60 million 
Windows 8 licenses, on par with how Windows 7 was doing at 
this point in its life cycle. (Windows 8 was launched Oct. 26.)

In its news release on the declining PC shipments, IDC 
placed a large part of the blame squarely on Windows 8, say-
ing “the radical changes to the UI (user interface), removal 
of the familiar Start button, and the costs associated with 
touch have made PCs a less attractive alternative to dedi-
cated tablets and other competitive devices.”

Sherlund acknowledges that Microsoft has had a hard 
time breaking into the tablet market, but he thinks the com-
pany has another chance later this year when Intel releases 
a new line of processors, dubbed Haswell, which promises 
longer battery life. He also expects better sales as more 
manufacturers release cheaper and more forms of convert-
ible ultrabook-tablet devices.

Initially, people will buy those ultrabooks – ultrathin and 
lightweight laptops – for use as notebooks, he said. “But over 
time, they’ll begin to use more and more touch, and as more 
content is available through the touch capabilities, people 
will begin to use it more as a tablet.”

But the risk, he said, is that even after Haswell ships, 
people don’t buy ultrabooks, and instead turn to cheap 
Chromebooks, just as they’re already turning to tablets.

“What’s at stake here is a lot of high-margin businesses,” 
said Sherlund, who added that he thinks it’s important for 
Microsoft to get Office onto Android and iOS devices. “The 
company’s on the slippery slope of declining PC sales. It’s 
critical that Microsoft take advantage of multiple platforms 
and not just Windows.”

Another move that may help Microsoft is “Blue,” the inter-
nal code name for a wave of updates expected this year for 
Microsoft products such as Windows and Windows Phone.

Microsoft has not said much officially about Blue, aside 
from a blog post from corporate communications head 
Frank Shaw, who wrote: “Product leaders across Microsoft 
are working together on plans to advance our devices and 
services, a set of plans referred to internally as ‘Blue.’ “

But rumors have abounded, including that Windows Blue 
will see the return of the Start button familiar to users since 
Windows 95 – though it’s unclear whether that button will 

bring up the traditional Start menu or whether the button 
will merely exist as a way of getting back to Window 8’s 
square-tiled Start screen. The other persistent rumor is that 
Windows 8 users will have the option to boot directly to 
desktop, bypassing the tile-screen interface altogether.

It’s noteworthy that much of the speculation centers on 
these screens because they constitute the biggest changes 
Microsoft made in developing Windows 8. Those changes 
have been something of a lightning rod among critics of the 
new design.

The company is expected to make more announcements 
about Blue at Build, its annual conference for independent 
developers, happening this year in June.

Another move that may 
help Microsoft is “Blue,” the 
internal code name for a wave 
of updates expected this year 
for Microsoft products such as 
Windows and Windows Phone
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He’s 26, likes industrial and electronic music, has a 
bleached-blond Mohawk haircut and sometimes, 
Mikhail Davidov said, he starts his day “at the crack 

of noon.”
The late hours are in front of a computer, working on 

reverse engineering, tearing apart computer programs to 
find their vulnerabilities.

Sometimes he works 18 hours straight. “There are few 
hackers out there who are ‘morning people,’ “ Davidov said.

These days, the front lines for security don’t only include 
soldiers carrying weapons.

They include computer whiz kids like Davidov, who 
works for the Leviathan Security Group, a 20-person firm 
that operates out of second-floor offices in a renovated 1918 
building in Seattle.

Chad Thunberg, chief operating officer of Leviathan, said 
he can relate to Davidov, remembering his own younger days.

Thunberg, who is 35 and married with two children, said, 
“I’m considered a grandpa in my industry. There was a time 
when I was the Mikhail equivalent. You live and breathe 
security.”

Cyberattacks are costing corporations – and consumers – 
a lot. In a six-year span starting in 2005, data breaches in 33 
countries, including the U.S., cost the firms involved more 
than $156 billion, according to the nonprofit Digital Foren-
sics Association.

Every second, in various parts of the world, there are 18 
cybercrime victims – some 1.6 million a day – according to a 
2012 Norton by Symantec study.

Last week, the Wenatchee World newspaper reported that 
a Leavenworth, Wash., hospital said hackers stole more 
than $1 million from the hospital’s electronic bank account. 
The Chelan County, Wash., treasurer said it had been able 
to retrieve about $133,000 by notifying recipient bank 
accounts, most in the Midwest and East Coast.

And the Associated Press reported that LivingSocial, an 
online deals site, was hacked and the personal data of more than 
50 million customers may have been affected – names, email 
addresses, date of birth of some users and encrypted passwords.

Then there are the Chinese hackers, who blasted into the 
news in February when Mandiant, an Internet security firm, 
released a report saying that a group linked to the People’s 
Liberation Army had systemically stolen confidential data 
from at least 141 American firms.

In his State of the Union address, President Barack Obama 
warned, “Now our enemies are also seeking the ability to 
sabotage our power grid, our financial institutions and our 
air traffic control systems.”

That makes Internet security a booming industry, at an 
estimated nearly $1 billion a year in 2012, according to the 
consulting firm Frost & Sullivan.

Another “white hat” hacker is Adam Cecchetti, 31, who 
used to work at Leviathan and then in 2010 became one of 
the founders of Deja vu Security, which operates out of a 
second-floor renovated loft in Seattle’s Capitol Hill. Some-
times, he has colored his hair blue.

Davidov and Cecchetti are on the front lines of fighting off 
the “black hat” hackers. Yes, that is how they describe their 
enemy.

The latter includes those sending out phishing emails that 
look like they came from a legitimate source but are fakes 
trying to get your passwords and credit-card information.

Or maybe they are black hats trying to compromise a 
company’s website just so they can boast about it in hacker 
circles.

For the white hats, their unique skill at finding where a 
program is vulnerable and how to close the digital doors 
that the black hats use to penetrate a website is worth 
$120,000 to $130,000 a year, Thunberg said.

“Companies are being attacked by bad people, and if they 
want to defend themselves, they have to attract these scarce 
people,” he said. “There are maybe 1,000 individuals of this 
nature in the world. They have this unique hacker mind-set.”

Their clients aren’t exactly keen to publicize that they seek 
Internet security, said Thunberg, and that’s often written 
into their contracts with Leviathan. Thunberg said his com-
pany’s average contract size is for around $70,000. Citing 
privacy, he said only that most are Fortune 1000 companies.

But one client that didn’t mind talking is a Washington, 
D.C.-based company called Silent Circle. For $20 a month, it 
offers a service that encrypts voice, text and video on a user’s 
smartphone, tablet or computer.

Their customers, said Jon Callas, Silent Circle’s chief tech-
nical officer, include U.S. businesses “doing work in China 
and Eastern Europe and other places where they don’t want 
their phone calls tapped.”

‘White hat’ 
hackers

online by erik lacitis

In a six-year span starting 
in 2005, data breaches in 
33 countries, including the 
U.S., cost the firms involved 
more than $156 billion
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science by erik lacitis

It was a Friday afternoon, Aug. 31 of last year 
that Eric Agol, a 42-year-old associate professor 
of astronomy at the University of Washington, 

looked at his computer screen and saw something 
astounding.

The algorithm Agol had put together and run had 
found an Earth-like planet 1,200 light-years away. 

It was orbiting its own sun, in a “habitable zone,” 
nicknamed the “Goldilocks zone,” meaning its 
temperatures are suitable for liquid water, and pos-
sibly life.

You could say Agol’s work puts him at the 
crossroads of some complex questions, which he 
answers with faith.

These days, astronomers don’t really peer 
through giant telescopes. 

They look at computer data. 
This new planet – 40 per cent bigger than Earth, 

with a 267-day year – showed up as a dip in a bunch 
of dots across the screen. The dip was from a shadow 
created as the planet crossed the star it was circling.

Agol’s finding had been missed by the numerous 
other scientists studying the digital information from 
NASA’s orbiting Kepler telescope, named for 17th 
century astronomer Johannes Kepler and launched in 
2009 specifically to discover stars in our galaxy that 
are orbited by habitable, Earth-size planets.

Agol is a low-key guy, but he admits, “I definitely 
was excited.”

By the time his results were vetted by fellow 
astronomers, and a paper was published in the 

journal Science by the Kepler team of 44 co-
authors, it was April 18 of this year.

In all, five planets were found around that star-
called the Kepler-62 system because it was the 62nd 
star where planets had been confirmed. Obviously, 
the astronomers don’t place much weight on com-
ing up with sexy names for their discoveries.

Of those five planets, the one found by Agol, 
called Kepler-62f, and another planet, Kepler-62e, 
were in that habitable zone.

William Borucki, the Kepler science principal 
investigator, would tweet: “I consider Kepler-62e 
and 62f golden discoveries.”

But not wanting to raise expectations about 
finding an “Earth 2.0,” he cautioned, “But, we’re 
hunting for platinum.”

Still, in the astronomy world, it was exciting news.
“We only know of one star that hosts a planet 

with life, the sun. Finding a planet in the habit-
able zone around a star like our sun is a significant 
milestone toward finding truly Earth-like planets,” 
a news release from NASA stated, quoting Thomas 
Barclay, a Kepler scientist.

For Agol, the search for a habitable planet has 
him pondering philosophical matters. 

He is a man of faith. 
Faith in science, and good at it, having received a 

Faculty Early Career Development award from the 
National Science Foundation.

And he has faith in a higher power. Agol and his 
wife, Esther McKean, and two young sons, attend a 
nondenominational Christian church pretty much 
every weekend.

He knows that makes him a bit unusual.
“Certainly for Seattle,” says Agol, referring to this 

area’s reputation for being relatively unchurched. 
“And among scientists.”

According to a 2009 Pew Research Center poll, 
95 per cent of the general public believes in some 
form of deity, but only 51 per cent of scientists do.

But the way Agol sees it, big leaps of faith have to 
be taken in science, too.

“It’s a big leap of faith to believe there are par-

Astronomer discovers Earth-
like planet, keeps the faith

Finding a planet in the 
habitable zone around a star 

like our sun is a significant 
milestone toward finding truly 

Earth-like planets
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ticles called electrons, and they are the same everywhere 
in the universe, billions of light years away, the same as the 
ones we are studying in a laboratory,” he says.

“There is evidence to indicate that’s correct, but, neverthe-
less, it’s a belief that you can’t prove.”

And so Agol is comfortable believing that a higher power 
created the universe, even if, “I don’t think religion can 
answer that by giving you a detailed scientific answer.”

These days, Agol keeps running his computer program, 
searching for more planets in that prized habitable zone. 

By his calculations, there are 242 other stars like Kepler-62 
in our Milky Way galaxy that have a planet similar to the 

one he discovered that Friday afternoon last year.
And, he says, the Kepler spacecraft is only looking at 

about one-four-hundredth of the sky, which means there are 
400sets of stars it’s not observing.

So multiply 242 times 400, and that’s nearly 100,000 stars 
in our galaxy with planets like Kepler-62f. 

He says the potential for life on 62f is improbable, but if 
the odds were a million to one with other planets found, 
“this one might be 10,000 to one or 100,000 to one.”

Meanwhile, he keeps the faith.
“There’s lot that science can’t answer,” says Agol. “In fact, 

never will be able to answer.”

Agol is comfortable believing 
that a higher power created 
the universe, even if, “I don’t 
think religion can answer 
that by giving you a detailed 
scientific answer”



Vinyl’s resurgence

Y ears ago, Fred Dehler built his 
son Tom a shelf made of cinder 
blocks and wood planks so he, 

an avid record collector, had a place to 
put his prized possessions.

On a Saturday afternoon decades 
later, it seemed little had changed as 
father once again provided son a safe 
haven for his records. For seven hours, 
Tommy Dehler holed up in his father’s 
garage to host a sale featuring thou-
sands of classic vinyl albums.

By 9 a.m., a crowd already had gath-
ered, according to the Dehlers, and if 
one thing was clear it was that there is 
definitely a demand for vinyl.

“We’ve got a pretty good following 
... and they’re diehards,” Tom Dehler 
said.

Dehler, who hosted a similar sale at 
Pioneer Place in St. Cloud two years 
ago and hosts about three sales a year 

music by ben katzner

with a neighbor in Maple Grove, said 
vinyl seems to hold a special place in 
people’s hearts.

“(At Pioneer Place) most people came 
in and were like, ‘Thanks for coming 
today,’ and I was like, ‘No, thank you 
for coming and bringing your money,’ 
“ Dehler said.

While vinyl record hunters helped 
pad Dehler’s pockets Saturday, recent 
reports show a resurgence of vinyl 
record sales has made an impact on the 
nationwide music scene as well.

For the fifth consecutive year, more 
vinyl albums were purchased than any 
other year in the history of Nielsen 
soundscan charts, according to the 
organization. Vinyl sales accounted for 
1.4 percent of all album sales and 2.3 
percent of all physical album sales.

In 2012, 4.6 million vinyl records 
sold nationwide, according to soudscan 
data. The number rose from 2011 when 
3.9 million vinyl albums were sold 
nationwide.

In St. Cloud, Record Store Day – 
conceived in 2007 as a way promote 
independently owned record stores – 
was April 20 and was once again a suc-
cess for customers in the hunt for vinyl 
records. At the Electric Fetus, more 
than 50 people waited on the sidewalk 
in anticipation of the doors opening.

Jeffrey Pederson, music buyer for the 
store, said the day has proven to be an 
important event for those looking to 
add to their collections.

“Vinyl never really went away, but in 
the ‘90s and 2000s it was harder to get 
it,” Pederson said. “It’s really cool to see 
a dad and his kid (at the store) and he’s 
passing on the tradition of vinyl to his 
kid. Or young 20-somethings digging 
through records. It’s really cool to see 
people excited about it.”

Pederson believes one of the reasons 
vinyl is hanging around in the digital 
age is because it offers a richer sound 

than CDs or downloaded music.
“There’s a larger range you get off 

vinyl,” he said. “You’re really going 
to hear a big difference with the right 
speakers.”

Pederson noted that each record’s 
uniqueness can be part of the draw.

“Your record might have a little pop 
or hiss ... every record is different. You 
don’t get that with a CD,” Pederson 
said.

Dehler said that vinyl records tend 
to elicit more of a physical and visual 
interaction between product and 
customer.

“When CDs came along, I thought 
they were cool and everything, but 
they just didn’t feel like the real 
artifact,” he said. “I think when MP3s 
came out, that really dominated. Obvi-
ously, iTunes has become the world’s 
biggest record ... I think there’s a whole 
generation of people that are miss-
ing the cover art and the liner notes. 
(Things that) when you see them you 
think, ‘Wow, this is really cool.’ “

Audiophiles’ delight
At Dehler’s sale, Christine and Bob 

Schultz picked through 16 crates and 
settled on about 30 albums.

The couple said they started collect-
ing vinyl records about a year ago and 
have been on the hunt ever since. They 
enjoy the sound quality vinyl has to 
offer. Bob Schultz also said sales like 
Dehler’s are the perfect score for vinyl 
hunters.

“I’m an audiophile so it’s got to 
sound good,” he said. “I’d like to see 
sales like this happen more often.”

Dehler, whose personal vinyl collec-
tion currently includes between 2,000 
and 3,000 records, said he couldn’t 
agree more. As long as there are 
albums, he’ll do what he can to get his 
hands on them.

“I’ve always been a record collector,” 
he said. “It’s kind of been in my blood.”
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THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE LOST ART OF GROWING 
FRUIT, VEGETABLES, NUTS AND HERBS IN YOUR 

BACKYARD OR LIFESTYLE BLOCK
Learn how to plant, graft, sustain, harvest and serve your produce...

FROM THE NOVICE TO THE EXPERT, 
The Ultimate Food Garden is indispensable, 

packed with tips and sound advice

Ask for it at Whitcoulls, The Warehouse, Paper Plus 
and all good bookstores, or online at 

w w w. i a n w i s h a r t . c o m

THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF PLANTS WE 
CAN GROW FOR FOOD – MANY THAT 
WE’VE NEVER EVEN HEARD OF.

In this must-have new guide to food-bearing 
plants of all descriptions, Selby Gouldstone 
profiles familiar and exotic food plants of all 
varieties, with detailed, easy to follow advice 
on how and where to plant, how to protect 
from pests and weather, and how to harvest 
and even dish up your backyard bounty.

A proven garden bible: Since its first 
publication in New Zealand and Australia 
in the 1970s and new editions in the 1980s, 
Selby Gouldstone’s highly-popular book 
Growing Your Own Food-Bearing Plants has 
remained the go-to reference for gardeners 
growing for food and health.

Completely updated: Now in its 4th Edition 
as The Ultimate Food Garden, you’ll read 
the secrets to growing, nurturing and using 
hundreds of plants from Alfalfa to Zucchini 
and everything in between under four broad 
categories: fruit, nuts, vegetables & herbs

food garden book.indd   1 21/05/2013   2:02:45 p.m.

http://www.ianwishart.com


44 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | June/July 2013

What you don’t know…

WHY CAN’T KIWIS FLY? 
By Gerard Hutching
Penguin Books, $30.00
I am a total sucker for this kind of 
book. It sits comfortably alongside a 
growing collection I have of compa-
rable tomes like The Book of General 
Ignorance, Strange Facts and True, 
The New Zealand Book of Lists, A 
Mess of Iguanas, A Whoop of Goril-
las: An Amazement of Animal Facts, 
Six Impossible Things Before Breakfast, 
What We Believe But Cannot, and my 
own New Zealand’s Top Ten.

Using the question and answer 
format, it lists 182 queries spread over 
234 pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather. 
And if you didn’t think New Zealand 
is an odd place, this book will surely 
convince you otherwise. Even if you 
don’t live in Wellington you probably 

know it’s among the windiest cities on 
earth (173 days with wind gusts over 60 
kph), but did you know New Zealand 
was once part of Zealandia, a continent 
nearly half the size of Australia? Or 
that in the 1980s and 1990s the Fox and 
Franz Joseph glaciers advanced while 
elsewhere in the world nearly every 
other glacier retreated? (Reason: heavy 
rainfall). And there are 3144 glaciers in 
New Zealand. Wow!

I’ll list some of the items that were 
unknown to me or caught my eye. The 
Mackenzie basin in the South Island 
has the blackest sky on earth which 
means that the naked eye can pick 
up between 6000 and 10,000 stars. In 
some built-up Europe star cities you’ll 
only see around 200. While Wellington 
has one of the world’s most well known 
fault lines, Auckland has a plethora of 
volcanoes. The top of an old volcano is 
the safest place to be, Hutching cheer-
fully informs us. While there has been 
only one eruption in the last 10,000 
years – Rangitoto 600 years ago – an 
eruption could easily occur in the next 
1000 years (or sooner). Warning time 
could be anything from 11 hours to 11 
days. Wellington is more likely to get 
its big quake first. But on the other 
hand, we all need to keep an eye on 
Lake Taupo as its eruptions are on a 
grand scale – enough to devastate most 

bookcase by michael morrissey

of the North Island. 
We all know bears hibernate but did 

you know that alpine wetas can be fro-
zen and revived? It was news to me that 
bellbirds are brighter then you think 
and that the kiwi has a huge forebrain, 
so our image of the national emblem 
as slightly dim, needs to be revised. 
Why does the wrybill have a sideways-
turning beak? Gerard, this question 
has been keeping me awake at nights. 
(Answer: all the better to prise food.) 
Though I knew the Perano brothers 
were the most prolific whalers in Cook 
Strait up until whaling ceased in 1964, I 
was unaware that the Soviets had been 
illegally hunting humpback whales in 
New Zealand waters. Apparently it is 
unwise to eat whale meat because it can 
cook and turn rancid inside the blubber! 

And lest we forget – why did people 
once think it was a good idea to put 
bottles of water on their front lawns 
to discourage dogs from relieving 
themselves? Because the dogs would 
be frightened by their reflection in the 
water or even the glitter of the water. 
When I first heard of this notion, I 
simply could not believe it. Guess 
what? The dogs didn’t believe it either. 
Did Chinese explorer Zheng discover 
New Zealand in 1421? NO! The ships 
he claimed as “evidence” were Euro-
pean ships from more recent centuries. 

Using the question and answer format, 
it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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Were there ever moose in Fiordland? 
YES! But they had been introduced as 
“big game” targets in 1910. They were 
hunted in 1930 and thought extinct 
soon after. However, another specimen 
was shot in 1952. In 1972, a park ranger 
became fixated and is still hunting for 
one 41 years later ... without success. 
But in 2002, a DNA-tested moose hair 
was found ... STOP PRESS! In the 
winter of 2013, a tourist in Fiordland 
was amazed to see a Chinese gentle-
man dressed in antique oriental garb 
emerge from the bush atop a large bull 
moose ... hey, did you believe it for just 
a second? I hope not.

At times Hutching allows for a variant 
theory – for instance, the orange roughy 
may live to 150 but it may be much 
shorter lived. And at other times, he 
can be over emphatic. He says the giant 
weta is the world’s heaviest insect at 71g 
but failed to mention that the larvae 
of the Goliath beetle can weigh 115g. 
Dinosaurs were made extinct because 
of the impact of a giant asteroid – right? 
Sure, I believe it, but there are several 
variant theories – volcanic action, an ice 
age or gradual climate change to which 
dinosaurs failed to adapt.

New Zealand – like the Galapagos 
Islands – is or has been characterised 
by several giant species – tallest flight-
less bird (moa), largest eagle (Haast’s 
eagle), heaviest insect, (giant weta), 
largest lobster, largest parrot (kakapo), 
largest rail (takahe) – and the world’s 
largest buttercup! And thanks to Joan 
Wiffen, we can lay claim to a chunky 
dinosaur weighing 50 tons. All big and 
all good. Read and be informed.

THE VATICAN DIARIES
By John Thavis
Penguin Books, $30.00
Let’s get a couple of things straight 
from the outset – this brilliant 
“expose” of the inner workings of the 
Vatican has nothing about the current 
pope – much of its focus is on the con-
trasting personality styles of Pope John 
Paul II and the recently retired pope, 
Benedict XVI. Plus a minute examina-
tion of various Vatican institutions and 
functionaries. Also let it be noted, the 
author is a Catholic, as is the reviewer. 

After the warmup of reminding us 
that Pope John Paul II used to flagel-

late himself with a leather whip, Thavis 
gets down to the business of examining 
the lesser known functionaries who 
make the Vatican tick. First up, there’s 
Giuseppe Fiorucci who is responsible 
for ringing the great bell of the Vatican 
when a pope dies and on other impor-
tant occasions. As is well known, the 
issuing of black or white smoke is the 
indicator that a new pope has been 
elected. But suppose the smoke is grey? 
The decision to ring the bell must, like 
the Papal decrees on morals and faith, 
be infallible. So Fiorucci isn’t going 
to ring the bells just because a Swiss 
guard told him to – the order must 
come from the top. Nonetheless, Thavis 
maintains the Vatican is not as discreet 
and inscrutable as some people think.

I was mildly surprised though I 
shouldn’t have been to read that even 
such a learned man as Benedict XVI 
may have his comments fine-tuned by 
other Vatican spokesmen. The pope’s 
support of Mexican bishops’ excom-
munication of Catholic legislators who 
approved a pro abortion law was refined 
to being that they should not take com-
munion – a softer option. According to 

Thavis, Pope Benedict was often initially 
outspoken, but often then claims he was 
misunderstood leading to a less aggres-
sive view or had his own views modified 
for him into a later official version. Pope 
John Paul was more of a straight shooter 
– he preached against polygamy in Swa-
ziland where the reigning king has at 
least four wives picked from thousands 
on offer.

Chapter three “Nuestro Padre”, 
the longest in the book, takes a long 
hard look at the case of Father Mar-
cial Degollado, spearheaded by J. 
Paul Lennon, a former member of the 
Legion of Christ. Founded by Father 
Marcial back in 1941, the order enjoyed 
great favour in the Vatican for obtain-
ing large numbers of recruits to the 
priesthood. Though accused of sexual 
misconduct back in 1976, nothing had 
been done. Despite multiple accusa-
tions, the Vatican took until 2006 to 
adjudicate. Marcial was retired to a life 
of prayer and could no longer practise 
as a priest. Pope Benedict reformed 
the order. When Marcial died, further 
scandal emerged – the apparently 
homosexual cleric had a phony identity 
and a mistress and child. In this case, 
Benedict emerged as on the side of the 
angels, so to speak.

Among other outrageous clerics cov-
ered in this exhaustive researched book 
was the theatrical Father Reginald 
Foster, a learned but outspoken Latinist 
who declared Benedict’s exhortation 
on the Eucharist as too verbose. He 
also made the mistake of doing a show 
with irreverent comedian Bill Maher. 
The scholar was also seen to quaff large 
amounts of white wine in front of visi-
tors. In other words, he was a character 
worthy of a Woody Allen film. 

The Vatican Diaries is an enthralling 
and detailed account of numerous Vat-
ican personalities and their machina-
tions in the name of political decorum, 
written in a chatty but incisive style. 
Highly recommended for Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike.

Much of its focus is on the contrasting 
personality styles of Pope John Paul II and 
the recently retired pope, Benedict XVI
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movies by amy kaufman & rick bentley

T he Great Gatsby wasn’t the 
No. 1 film at the box office this 
month, but Warner Bros. execu-

tives may be breaking out the bubbly 
anyway.

Baz Luhrmann’s 3-D take on F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s 1920s novel lost out to 
Iron Man 3, the superhero behemoth 
that has already made nearly $1 billion 
worldwide. In its second weekend of 
domestic release, the Marvel Studios 
production collected $72.5 million, 
according to an estimate from distribu-
tor Walt Disney Studios.

That left Gatsby to settle for the 
runner-up position, though the film 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio surpassed 
industry expectations with a healthy 
opening of $51.1 million. The only other 
new film to hit theatres nationwide this 
weekend, the Tyler Perry-produced 
comedy Peeples, flopped with just $4.9 
million.

Iron Man 3, in which Robert Downey 
Jr. reprises his role as billionaire play-
boy Tony Stark, has now raked in $949 
million globally. International ticket 
sales account for roughly 70 per cent of 
that total, as the picture has made more 
than double what the second Iron Man 
did overseas in 2010. It is doing par-
ticularly well in Korea and the United 

Kingdom, though it is performing best 
in China, where it has sold $95.3 mil-
lion worth of tickets so far.

Meanwhile, because Gatsby did not 
receive exceptionally positive reviews, 
many in town surmised moviegoers 
might not be interested in the adult 
drama – a genre typically driven by 
critical response. Despite the mixed 
notices, an older crowd turned up at 
the multiplex for Gatsby over the week-
end, as 69 per cent of the audience was 
older than 25. The opening weekend 
crowd – only 33 per cent of whom saw 
the movie in 3-D – assigned the picture 
an average grade of B, according to 
market research firm CinemaScore.

The film stars DiCaprio as the classic 
literary figure Jay Gatsby, a wealthy 
man who has everything he wants save 
for his lost love, played by Carey Mul-
ligan. Exit polls indicated that movie-
goers were attracted to the film largely 
because of DiCaprio but also because 
of the film’s highly touted soundtrack 
featuring Jay-Z, Lana Del Rey and 
will.i.am.

“The audience is telling us that the 
No. 1 attraction is Leo – no doubt 
about it,” said Dan Fellman, president 
of domestic distribution for distributor 
Warner Bros., which co-financed the 

$100 million production with Village 
Roadshow Pictures. “But it’s not play-
ing like a chick flick – about 41 per cent 
of the audience was male. It’s counter-
programming for those who want to 
see something that’s not in the typical 
summer genre.”

Indeed, the film is yet another box-
office win for 38-year-old DiCaprio, 
who helped turn Quentin Tarantino’s 
Django Unchained into a hit last 
winter. But the movie is a bigger suc-
cess for filmmaker Luhrmann, who 
scored his biggest opening by far with 
Gatsby. His last film, 2008’s big-budget 
flop Australia, debuted with just $14.8 
million, while even the buzzed-about 
Moulin Rouge took in only $57.4 mil-
lion during its entire run in the United 
States and Canada.

Gatsby will face competition from 
Star Trek Into Darkness, but Warner 
Bros. is hopeful that the movie’s pre-
miere at the Cannes Film Festival will 
give it a publicity boost. The glitzy pic-
ture landed the coveted opening-night 
spot at the French festival, and much 
of the film’s cast – which also includes 
Tobey Maguire, Joel Edgerton and Isla 
Fisher – will be on hand to walk the 
red carpet outside the famous Palais.

As for Peeples, the comedy marks 
the lowest opening ever for a movie 
with Perry’s name attached to it. The 
filmmaker only produced the movie, 
but “Tyler Perry presents” was included 
in the movie’s title on its promotional 
materials.

The critically panned movie stars 
Craig Robinson and Kerry Washington 
as a couple whose engagement news 
throws off the balance of a family 
reunion. The film, produced by Lion-
sgate for about $15 million, received a 
B-minus CinemaScore.

Great Gatsby makes a good 
showing at box office
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D irector J.J. Abrams proved with 
2009’s Star Trek that it is OK to 
boldly go where others had gone 

before, as long as the journey is exciting, 
original, entertaining and respectful 
to legions of loyal fans. His film, which 
found the balance between reprising 
and reimagining, was a direct hit.

In his second voyage on the Starship 
Enterprise, Abrams has perfected that 
approach. Star Trek Into Darkness is 
the best work since Gene Roddenberry 
brought the franchise to life in the 1960s.

Abrams shows a deep and passion-
ate loyalty for all of the incarnations of 
Star Trek, while also bringing a fresh 
approach that makes the familiar seem 
all the more fabulous.

Star Trek Into Darkness has the 
Enterprise crew taking on a threat that 
has the power to wipe out Starfleet 
Command. It’s up to the impulsive 
Capt. James Kirk (Chis Pine) to lead a 
mission to stop the threat. It’s a mission 
that means going against almost every 
regulation in the Starfleet manual.

The warp power of the film comes 
from Pine, who has managed to channel 
the cockiness and swagger that William 
Shatner used to breathe life into the char-
acter a half century ago without going so 
far as to make Kirk a caricature.

As with the original series, Kirk’s 
brashness has a damper in Mr. Spock 
(Zachary Quinto). It would have been 
easy for Quinto to play Spock’s lack of 
emotion in a robotic, wooden manner. 
The original Spock, as a half human 
and half Vulcan, could control his 
emotions. This Spock is a few percent 
more human, which allows for just 
enough emotion to give Quinto some 
additional room to play.

The entire cast is just as reverent and 
original when it comes to taking over 
the familiar characters. That’s why 
scenes without Kirk or Spock resonate 
with the same energy.

Action films live or die by their vil-
lain. And Star Trek Into Darkness gets 
plenty of life from Benedict Cumber-
batch as the mysterious John Harrison. 
He has the kind of larger-than-life 
presence to play the foreboding foe 
Kirk needs. There’s a lot more to the 
character, but like so much of the film, 
there are some things that are best 
discovered during the voyage.

What happens between Kirk and 
Harrison is delivered at a breath-taking 
pace. The movie starts at warp speed 
and never slows until the haunting 
refrains of the original theme song her-
ald the arrival of the closing credits.

The film moves so quickly, it’s hard 
to pick up the many references to past 
Star Trek offerings. Despite all of these 
hidden gems, the script by Roberto 
Orci, Alex Kurtzman and Damon Lin-
delof can be just as easily enjoyed by 
those not familiar with the franchise. 
It’s a solid summer movie thrill ride for 
anyone willing to buy a ticket.

Abrams showed with his original 
foray into the Star Trek world that 

he had the vision and creative might 
to relaunch the franchise. With this 
second turn at the helm, he’s taken 
that groundwork and launched it 
into a whole new galaxy of fun and 
entertainment.

As long as Abrams is in charge, the 
new Star Trek movies will live long and 
prosper.

STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS
Cast: Chris Pine, Zachary 
Quinto, Zoe Saldana, Karl Urban
Directed by: J.J. Abrams
Running time: 132 minutes
Rating: PG-13 for violence
GGGG

The entire cast is just as reverent and 
original when it comes to taking over 
the familiar characters. That’s why 
scenes without Kirk or Spock resonate 
with the same energy
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I recall some years back speaking to 
an economist wondering at the aggres-
siveness of the teacher unions...their 
supine, indoctrinated members as ever 
Lenin’s “useful fools”, persuaded, bul-
lied and controlled by left-wing leaders 
who, at the time, openly admitted an 
agenda now gone underground. He 
was dismissive of my conclusion that 
this teacher-controlling, highly politi-
cised hierarchy, hand in glove with the 
Marxist-dominated Wellington bureau-
cracy (running rings around basically 
lightweight ministers, such as Lock-
wood Smith at the time – Hekia Parata 
now typically so) – contained the most 
dangerous unions in the country. Later 
he conceded the evidence all points to a 
determined, destructive attack on edu-
cation mounted through these highly-
programmed leaders. 

Reviewing at the time for the 
Christchurch Press, I noted the litany 
of the same names, the books featur-
ing selected authors highly influential 

in universities and training colleges, 
straddling both the teaching and liter-
ary establishment in collusion with, or 
employed by, the Wellington bureau-
cracy presiding over the dumbed-down 
new curricula; working indefatigably to 
remove the accountability of external 
examinations, nationwide – in order 
to substitute internal assessment – 
that handiest of tools for incompetent 
teachers. (We should note that the 
present National Standards are nothing 
of the sort, enabling selective choosing 
and teacher-tweaking.)

The attack was against “bourgeois” 
society – except that the word bour-
geois is out of fashion. It is basically 
the family that the same ideologists 
want to destroy, well aware that the 
well-grounded, sensibly conservative 
family is the most stable unit of society. 
Hence the now targeted derision of 
the word “conservative”. Their aim is 
to intimidate and undermine parents; 
to increase the number of government 

agencies overseeing the upbringing 
of their children; and attack parental 
values through “education”. Although 
their lip service was/is to target the 
disadvantaged to improve their lot, in 
effect, they work tirelessly to reduce 
their chances. Hence their near 
virulent antagonism to the notion of 
Charter Schools, removed from their 
all-controlling agenda.

So, too, with the move to politicise 
and restrict the learning of young 
part-Maori children, useful fodder 
for politically ambitious iwi cynically 
seeking the advantage of increased 
membership. Far from an emphasis 
that the windows of the world are open 
to them in the new global interaction, 
what is substituted is that it is in the 
highly sanitised culture of their ances-
tors that they should be confined.

Neo-Marxist educationists forced 
teachers into abandoning the phonic 
teaching of reading, substituting the 
confusing and non-logical Look and 
Say. Knowing that language is the tool 
of thinking, that becoming proficient in 
using its grammar and syntax is the best 
possible way to teach children to think 
– and to evaluate what is taught to them 
– they saw to its removal from the cur-
ricula, along with arithmetic, spelling, 
good speech standards, the promotion 
of great literature – all the basic profi-
ciencies which once saw primary school 
children far better educated than today’s 
secondary school leavers.

It is no exaggeration to assert that among the most destabilising, valueless influences 
going to weigh upon – in fact wage war on your son or daughter, grandchild, nephew or 
niece – are the onslaught of untruths pushed at them in today’s state schools. 

The attack was against “bourgeois” society 
– except that the word bourgeois is out of 
fashion. It is basically the family that the 

same ideologists want to destroy, well aware 
that the well-grounded, sensibly conservative 

family is the most stable unit of society

Once we were soldiers
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First capture the children, if you 
want to take over the country. Within 
every tyrannical regime, school age 
children are programmed to report on 
their parents. At one college in Nelson, 
a gullible, brainwashed young female 
teacher sits with a circle of potential 
“young leaders” – in itself an egotisti-
cal, even pernicious concept. Problem-
atically, with the especially chosen (or 
self-chosen) planning to show others 
the way, hubris begins to set in…
as with this naïve individual happily 
reporting how she informs these teen-
agers their parents’ thinking is wrong. 

We should make no mistake. Politi-
cal correctness, an under-estimated 
tyranny, has been undermining New 
Zealand’s once far freer, happier soci-
ety for the last 50 years. The radicalised 
’60s flowering of its poisonous plant – 
noxious neo-Marxism – as intolerant, 
bullying, and essentially tyrannous, as 
its communist and fascist predecessors 
– is taking over our society, attack-
ing Western values fundamentally 
sustained by Christianity. Its obvious 
success, particularly in using ridicule, 
claims of “discrimination”, “intoler-
ance”, invoking “hate speech” – and 
the new card, being “offended” – are 
socio-political weapons, cynically 
wielded to intimidate opponents and 
pressure politicians. 

The substitution of the rise of a divi-
sive and virulent atheism, ridiculing the 
notion that we are ultimately and finally 
answerable for the values we respect or 
discard, taken to its nihilistic conclusion 
– unsupported by any evidence – pos-
tulates that there is ultimately no point 
to living. Its aggressive proponents 
exemplify the narcissism of a generation 
taught the search for pleasure – par-
ticularly sexual pleasure – should be a 
priority. After all, if the human spirit is 
finally extinguished, then a life centred 
on oneself would seem to be logical. Few 
ever buy into this…

Our society is internally at war, 
every possible area utilized to impover-
ish its values, demoralise opposition. 
Emotionally-loaded language heads 
all radicalised propaganda, such as 
the recent gay “marriage” propaganda 
of “equality” – utterly irrelevant – 
but apparently what persuaded a 
mixed bag of Parliamentarians to 

avert their thinking from its looming 
consequences.

Boundaries will continue to be 
pushed; teachers face the loss of their 
practising certificates if they refuse 
to endorse same-sex marriage. The 
requirement is coming that children 
must be propagandized about gay 
“marriage” in sex education lessons. 
Action will be taken against parents – 
already happening overseas – in some 
cases now threatened with prosecution 
or actually imprisoned for with-
drawing children from such classes. 
Students are conditioned to think sex 
is the desirable norm. In intermediate 
schools, children are being told to wear 
a condom. One-night stands are not 
uncommon, often assisted by alcohol. 
Teenagers report that, being steeped 
for years in sex education classes, 
they were taught to regard it as no big 
deal…After all, their subsequently 
damaged lives are not the business of 
the sex “educationists”…

Utterly dominated by their unbal-
anced activists, all teachers today are 
required to endorse – as essential to 
their careers – what is now widely 
recognised as a legal lie claiming 
the Treaty of Waitangi embodies a 
“partnership” between Maori and 
the Crown. In every possible subject 
area, reference, in fact, subservience, 
is demanded for this nonsense, the 
rationale for teachers now forced to 
learn a pidgin Maori, inflicting it on all 
pupils. This, when the introduction of 

a genuinely useful foreign-language is 
decades behind best European practice. 

That unhinged bullying of the Teach-
ers Council, replacing the universal 
English language – proficiency in 
which is also far more valuable to 
Maori children – with as many inau-
thentic, newly-coined “Maori” phrases 
as possible, now demands that teach-
ers no longer use the word learners. 
They must, ridiculously, substitute 
“akonga”… New Zealand the radical-
ized “Aotearoa”.

The political correctness of these 
apparatchiks is now a tyrannical 
plague spreading into every area of 
our national life. Nowhere is it more 
destructive than in the takeover of 
education to capture our children, 
intellectually and morally.

The fightback by parents overseas 
must here be duplicated. Not just by 
the flight into private schools, but by 
individuals inspiring other individuals 
to refuse to succumb to this bullying. 

Here it has hardly begun. But once 
we were soldiers.
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