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Having now written and released the 
book Totalitaria, I fully understand 
what Steyn meant. I watch ordinary 
people going about their ordinary lives, 
listening to the ordinary TV news bul-
letins at the end of each ordinary day, 
and it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to watch the great bulk of humanity 
oblivious to what is coming down the 
track toward them.

The reality is that many people are 
already so pre-conditioned to accept 
what’s coming that they don’t recognise 
they are suffering from boiling frog 
syndrome. Take this correspondent to 
Leighton Smith’s Newstalk ZB show:

“Leighton, the truth is, you are 
mostly correct, Climate Change is 
predominantly a natural phenomenon 
and has been deliberately turned into a 
crisis to bring the world under a regime 
of Global sustainability.

“It was in 1991 the Club Of Rome 
published The First Global Revolution 
in which it stated: “In searching for a 
common enemy against whom we can 
unite, we came up with the idea that 
pollution, the threat of global warming, 

Turkeys vote in favour  
of early Christmas
Twelve years ago, in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, commentator Mark Steyn coined 
the phrase “sleepwalking to national suicide” in relation to the West’s approach to 
its existential crisis.

The reality is that many people are already 
so pre-conditioned to accept what’s coming 
that they don’t recognise they are suffering 

from boiling frog syndrome

Editor

water shortages, famine and the like, 
would fit the bill.”

“Climate Change has been an 
extremely effective catalyst to gently 
nudge the population into thinking as 
a Global Collective to tackle serious 
problems facing humanity (such as 
population) rather than concentrating 
solely on National interests.

“The de-industrialization of the West 
is of vital importance if the planet is to 
maintain the ability to sustain future 
generations.  

“So, you may be correct that Climate 
Change is a straw-man crisis but it has 
had a tremendous effect on the public’s 
conception of what it means to live in a 
Global Society – and surely that has to 
be a positive outcome.”

When otherwise sensible people 
recognise they are being played for 
fools, but nonetheless go along with it 
because they’ve been fooled into believ-
ing the end goal is worthwhile, there is 
little hope left.

Take another correspondent to ZB who 
asked why Leighton Smith was criticising 
the introduction of insidious Common 

Core national education standards based 
on a syllabus devised by the UN and 
assisted by billionaire Bill Gates:

“I would have thought you, for one, 
would be supportive of an education 
system that identifies skills and directs 
a child, from an early age, towards 
work he/she is best suited to.

“The Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion has been developing technology 
that can monitor a child’s behaviour in 
the classroom setting  such as cameras 
that can scan a subjects body language 
or eye behaviour to identify learning 
difficulties and abilities early on. This 
is why computers in the classroom are 
essential as they further facilitate in the 
monitoring of a child’s development.

“This is essentially the real-world 
implementation of Communitarian-
ism: everybody has a role to play in the 
community ; that role simply has to be 
identified early on.”

And who determines what “role” 
each child will be guided towards? 
Whatever happened to a basic educa-
tion and the child deciding what they 
want, instead of being groomed by the 
State since toddlerhood?

Read Totalitaria this summer. It’s a 
wake up call.
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TOTALITARIA BECKONS
Brilliant read so far...Scary!!

O Jackson, Auckland

BRAINWASHING 101
Very good so far. I am at the UN 

educating the children part – utterly 
repugnant. The brainwash contin-
ues apace!

Thanks for all your hard work in 
putting this together in such a read-
able style and I appreciate seeing 
where NZ fits into this whole ghastly 
hellhole we seem to be rushing 
headlong into.

L Cooper,Thailand

TOTALLY MINDBLOWING
Ian, I just want to commend you 
on your latest book – many of the 
conclusions and revelations I have 
also personally investigated and 
arrived at – as I have researched 
and looked for answers to why we 
have to endure so many concerns 
in our lives.

I was in the Police for 11 years. In 
the criminal courts which persecute 
the people – I had a level of trust in 
the system – back in the day before 
the Govt made significant changes 
to the powers of the attorney gen-
eral and started dictating – what 
and who could be persecuted – we 
are seeing that unfold today – 
Banks and Roastbusters concerns 
– the Police are not to blame at all 
– Govt policy is – suppressing and 
preventing reporting of crime and 
investigation – so as to look good 
and protect power.

Thank you for putting in a book all 
my own research and findings. You 
are right on the money – offer unity 
and humanitarian aid – and then 
install the complete opposite.

We can now see why there is such 
a deliberate attack on values, fami-
lies and any religion which teaches 
those values. Divide and Rule is the 
name of the game.

Nick Preece, Via email

TOTALLY HOOKED
Firstly, congratulations on yet 
another well researched and written COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

Poetry

book in Totalitaria. Having devoured 
it cover to cover I’ve just ordered 
another eight copies to give to fam-
ily and friends, and I suspect I’ll be 
back for more.

I’d love to think others are doing 
the same and that your book 
receives the publicity and profile 
that it deserves.

We’ve always been aware that we 
would likely be alive to see a one 
world government, a cashless soci-
ety and perhaps the announcement 
of who the antichrist is.

We thought we have likely got 
until approx 2028, some 15 years 
away. Having read your book and 
seeing the speed at which things are 
being put in place, we agree it could 
be as soon as five years before it all 
could happen.

I heard or read somewhere that 
you said when it happens it would 
be great to live in a very remote 
location, with very big gates, a very 
long driveway, and have the ability 
to defend oneself.

“Ignorance is bliss” no longer 
applies to us.

Name supplied, Via email

Wanderland
I found the vorpal sword in Rome
a jumble sale surprise,
the Jabberwocky in Montréal
in Cirque du Soleil disguise.

I missed the Cat in a Dutch Cafe.
a smile when he should have been,
but Rabbit still writes twice a year
from the Court of the Queen.

There’s been no word from Alice
no sign or passing trail,
so still I search the mirrorlands
where sometimes dreams prevail.

But if memory alone must suffice
then I recall our last goodbyes…
the gold in her hair almost hiding
the silver in her eyes.

Gwyn Ryan
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David Eckert was pulled over by police 
in Deming, New Mexico, for failing 
to come to a complete halt at a stop 
sign in the Walmart parking lot. He 
was asked to step out of the vehicle 
and waited on the sidewalk. Officers 
decided that they didn’t like the tight 
clench of his buttocks, a subject on 
which New Mexico’s constabulary is 
apparently expert, and determined 
that it was because he had illegal drugs 
secreted therein. So they arrested him, 
and took him to Gila Regional Medi-
cal Center in neighbouring Hidalgo 
County, where Mr. Eckert was forced 
to undergo two abdominal X-rays, 
two rectal probes, three enemas, and 
defecate thrice in front of medical staff 
and representatives of two law enforce-
ment agencies, before being sedated 
and subjected to a colonoscopy – all 
procedures performed against his will.

Alas, Mr. Eckert’s body proved to be 
a drug-free zone, and so, after 12 hours 
of detention, he was released. If you’re 
wondering where his lawyer was dur-

ing all this, no attorney was present, 
as police had not charged Mr. Eckert 
with anything, so they’re apparently 
free to frolic and gambol up his rectum 
to their hearts’ content. Deming Police 
Chief Brandon Gigante says his officers 
did everything “by the book.” That’s 
the problem, in New Mexico and 
beyond: “the book.”

Getting into the spirit of things, Gila 
Regional Medical Center subsequently 
sent Mr. Eckert a bill for $6,000. It 
appears he had one of what the presi-
dent calls those “bad apple” plans that 
doesn’t cover anal rape. Doubtless, 
under the new regime, Obamacare 
navigators will be happy to take a trip 
up your northwest passage free of 
charge. That’s what it is, by the way: 
anal rape. The euphemisms with which 
the state dignifies the process – “cav-
ity search” – are distinctions that exist 
only in the mind of the perpetrator, 
not the fellow on the receiving end. 
Fleet Street’s Daily Mail reports that 
this is at least the second anal fishing 

expedition mounted by local authori-
ties. Timothy Young underwent a 
similar experience after being fingered 
by the same police dog, Leo, who may 
not be very good at sniffing drugs but 
certainly has an eye for a pert bottom. 
At the time of Mr. Young’s arrest, Leo’s 
police license had reportedly expired 
a year-and-a-half earlier, but why get 
hung up on technicalities?

Messrs Eckert and Young may yet 
win their cases. But one notes that the 
Supreme Court has dramatically cir-
cumscribed Fourth Amendment pro-
tections against unreasonable search 
and seizure when it occurs at America’s 
border, and, post-9/11, the “border” 
has been redefined to mean anywhere 
within 100 miles of the actual frontier. 
Many European countries are not 100 
miles wide in their entirety. A hun-
dred-mile buffer zone from Belgium’s 
northern border, for example, would 
be well south of the southern border 
and deep into France. But Deming falls 
within the 100-mile Fourth Amend-
ment-free zone, and so, I note, between 
the seacoast and the Quebec border, 
does the whole of my own state of 
New Hampshire. It would be prudent, 
perhaps, for Granite Staters to affect a 
loose-buttocked saunter when strolling 
around the White Mountains.

Of course, even with millions of 
cancelled health care policies free-
ing up medical staff, it is unlikely that 
the authorities could ever give the 

Mark Steyn

At a time when over 4 million people have had their health insurance cancelled, it’s 
good to know that some Americans can still access prompt medical treatment, even 
if they don’t want it.

 The euphemisms with which the state 
dignifies the process – “cavity search” – are 

distinctions that exist only in the mind of 
the perpetrator, not the fellow on  

the receiving end

Totalitaria – coming to  
a parking lot near you
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full Deming PD treatment to the bulk 
of the populace. Perhaps that’s why 
Americans do not seem to get terribly 
exercised by these cases. There are 
more than 300 million people, and the 
chances of Leo taking a fancy to one’s 
own posterior are relatively remote. 
Yet, tyranny is always capricious, and 
the willingness of police and compliant 
doctors and nurses to go along with 
it ought to disturb a supposedly free 
people, no matter how comparatively 
rare it may seem.

Meanwhile, an unarmed woman 
was gunned down on the streets of 
Washington, D.C., for no apparent 
crime other than driving too near 
Barackingham Palace and thereby 
posing a threat to national security. As 
disturbing as Miriam Carey’s bullet-
riddled body and vehicle were, the 
public indifference to it is even worse. 
Ms. Carey does not appear to be guilty 
of any act other than a panic attack 
when the heavy-handed and heavier-
armed palace guard began yelling at 
her. Much of what was reported in the 
hours after her death seems dubious: 
We are told Ms. Carey was “mentally 
ill,” although she had no medications 
in her vehicle and those at her home in 
Connecticut are sufficiently routine as 
to put millions of other Americans in 
the category of legitimate target. We 
are assured that she suffered from post-
partum depression, as if the inability to 
distinguish between a depressed mom 
and a suicide bomber testifies to the 
officers’ professionalism. Under D.C. 
police rules, cops are not permitted to 
fire on a moving vehicle, because of the 
risk to pedestrians and other drivers. 
But the Secret Service and the Capitol 
Police enjoy no such restraints, so the 
car doors are full of bullet holes. The 
final moments of the encounter remain 
a mystery, but police were supposedly 
able to extract Ms. Carey’s baby from 
the back of a two-door vehicle before 
dispatching the defenseless mother to 
meet her maker.

Did I mention she was African 
American? When a black teen dies in a 
late-night one-on-one encounter with a 
fellow citizen on the streets of Sanford, 
Fla., it’s the biggest thing since Selma. 
But when a defenseless black woman is 
gunned down by a posse of robocops 

in broad daylight on the streets of the 
capital, the Rev. Jackson and the Rev. 
Sharpton and all the other bouffed 
and pampered grievance-mongers are 
apparently cool with it.

This isn’t very difficult. When you 
need large numbers of supposedly 
highly trained elite officers to kill an 
unarmed woman with a baby, you’re 
doing it wrong. In perhaps the most 
repugnant reaction to Ms. Carey’s 
death, the United States Congress 
expressed its “gratitude” to the offi-
cers who killed her and gave them a 
standing ovation. Back in the Eighties, 
the Queen woke up to find a confused 
young man at the end of her bed. She 
talked to him calmly until help arrived, 
and he was led away. A few years later, 
Her Majesty’s Canadian Prime Minis-
ter, Jean Chrétien, was confronted by 
an aggrieved protester. As is his wont, 
he dealt with it somewhat more force-
fully than his Sovereign, throttling the 
guy, forcing him to the ground and 
breaking his tooth, until the Mounties 
arrived to rescue the assailant from the 
Prime Minister. But, had the London 

and Ottawa intruders been gunned 
down by SWAT teams, I cannot imag-
ine for a moment either the British or 
Canadian Parliament rising to applaud 
such an outcome. This was a repulsive 
act by Congress.

Miriam Carey is already forgotten, 
and the lawyer her family hired has 
now, conveniently, been jailed for a bad 
debt. I am not one for cheap historical 
analogies: my mother spent four of her 
childhood years under Nazi occupa-
tion, and it is insulting to her and mil-
lions of others who know the real thing 
to bandy overheated comparisons. But 
there is a despotic trend in American 
government. Too many of our rulers 
and their enforcers reflexively see the 
citizenry primarily as a threat. Which 
is why the tautness of one’s buns is now 
probable cause, and why in Congress 
the so-called people’s representatives’ 
first instinct is to stand and cheer the 
death of a defenseless woman.

Mark Steyn is the author of After 

America: Get Ready for Armageddon.  

© 2013 Mark Steyn
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We can be trusted with 
fireworks – and much more
The other week we celebrated Guy Fawkes night by setting off boxfuls of booming 
sparkling flashing things which delighted my children, and many thousands of others 
all over the country. 

David Garrett

But nowadays that fun is preceded by 
stories about frightened animals, a few 
idiots who let off fireworks in places or 
at times they shouldn’t, and the inevi-
table mutterings about banning private 
family fireworks altogether. If we don’t 
fight back, I believe the kind of display 
I put on for my children last weekend 
will literally be history very soon. 

Our forebears have been celebrat-
ing Guy Fawkes Night for 400 years. 
It would be fair to say that the failed 
“gun powder plot” and the fate of 
the unfortunate Mr Fawkes is of no 
relevance at all to us, and are in truth 
just a convenient if rather silly pretext 
to have a little incendiary fun. 

In this country, almost everyone over 
40 has memories of Dad half burying 
a carefully angled milk bottle in the 
back lawn from which to let the sky 
rockets off after dark. Sky rockets were 
banned many years ago after some well 
publicized instances of fools aiming 
them at each other and letting fly. Then 
it was crackers. I cannot now remem-
ber what the excuse for banning them 
was. Again, everyone in middle age 

or beyond has a memory of throwing 
double happy’s behind some sibling or 
friend whose attention was elsewhere, 
and delighting in the resulting fright.

Boys wishing to impress others 
would hold said double happy’s by 
the tips of two fingers and let them 
explode – if you didn’t lose your nerve 
and drop it first. I suppose someone 
must have got some burnt fingers from 
that exercise, but there can’t have been 
many, because you never heard about 
it. Again, I suppose, thirty years ago 
there must have been instances of idi-
ots firing sky rockets at each other, but 
I don’t remember anyone in our very 
typical working class neighbourhood 
ever doing so, or anyone being hurt as 
a result of such foolishness.

It is easy when one is aging to 
mythologize the “good old days” when 
people were not stupid enough to do 
any of the above, or place fireworks in 
a child’s pram, as happened a couple of 
years ago. On this occasion – though 
I stand to be corrected – I think the 
good old days may be recalled cor-
rectly. I doubt the annals of any news-

paper would disclose such an incident 
prior to about 30 years ago. Why would 
that be? Well, here’s one theory.

Any clown who put a cracker in a 
baby’s pram in the 1960’s – when my 
enjoyment of “bonfire night” was at 
its height – would have been swiftly 
subjected to some rough justice from 
whoever was in charge of the baby. 
With rare exceptions, if the offender 
was a child or a teenager, he would 
have received some more similar 
treatment from his parents when they 
came to hear of it. If the matter was 
serious enough to come to the atten-
tion of the police, the said miscreant 
would almost certainly have been off to 
borstal or jail for a month or two. 

It is often said we have become a 
more punitive society – in fact the 
opposite is the case. A few years ago I 
read a biography of Elton John, which 
included detailed coverage of an inci-
dent in New Zealand in 1974, when Mr 
John’s manager assaulted journalist 
Judith Baragwanath and another per-
son. The assault was not particularly 
serious – no weapons were used – and 
generous compensation was paid to the 
victims. To no avail. 

The Manager with the uncontrollable 
temper was sentenced to a month in 
jail – which he duly served, his appeal 
being denied by the then equivalent 
of the High Court. Thirty odd years 
later, it is actually quite difficult to get 
yourself locked up – at least for a first 

In this country, almost everyone over 40 has 
memories of Dad half burying a carefully 
angled milk bottle in the back lawn from 
which to let the sky rockets off after dark
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offence. Only a fairly serious aggra-
vated assault or robbery will do it, or a 
property offence involving a large sum. 
Offenders now appear before the court 
on average 12 times before they are sent 
to prison.

The custodians of today’s nanny state 
will of course argue that my theory is 
nonsense. Who knows who is right? 
What is certain is we have descended 
to the point where rather than harshly 
punish cretins for anti-social behav-
iour, the rest of us who would never 
abuse fireworks have another simple 
pleasure denied us – or least more and 
more rules are imposed on that plea-
sure, with the end result being the now 
almost inevitable banning of it. 

Instances of legislation and regula-

tion aimed at the lowest common 
denominator and the idiot are all 
around us, and more are constantly 
passed by parliaments of every hue. In 
2003 when I returned from living for 
four years in Tonga I was astounded to 
learn that one now must have a yellow 
flag attached to the propeller of a boat 
when it is being towed. Presumably 
this is to prevent idiots who might not 
notice the boat in front of them, and 
run into it. Never mind that the road 
rules require one to be able to stop in 
half the clear distance of road ahead, 
meaning the following driver should 
never be anywhere near the boat.

But back to those fireworks. We 
should be able to buy fireworks 
– including crackers and rockets – 

whenever we like, and let them off 
to celebrate whatever occasion we 
chose. Most of us can be trusted to 
be sensible, and considerate of our 
neighbours. Instead of assuming we 
are all fools and passing laws based on 
that premise, our nannies in parlia-
ment should legislate for harsh puni-
tive sanctions for idiots who misuse 
fireworks – or any other potentially 
dangerous amusement – and leave the 
rest of us alone. 

If we don’t change our mindset as a 
country it is virtually certain that my 
eight year old son will not be allowed 
to delight his children with sparkling 
banging flashing things on the back 
lawn. And that would be a terrible 
shame.



12 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Dec 13/Jan 2014

O
n the last day of his life, Josia Cotto’s 
parents gave him a choice. The 
6-year-old boy had been fighting 
an inoperable brain tumor for 10 
months. When his mother, Niasia 

Cotto, found him in his bed, unresponsive and 
unable to open his eyes, “we knew there was noth-
ing else that we could do,” she said.

An ambulance took Josia to a hospice room at a 
local hospital. His parents covered him in a soft, 
blue-and-white blanket, hugged him and held his 
small hand for the last time.

“We told him the choice was his, whether to keep 
fighting or be in peace with God,” said his mother. 
“He chose.”

Josia’s parents would have paid any price to save 
him.

The US FDA has moved to try and shut down a controversial 
cancer treatment doctor whose patients visit from around the 
world, including New Zealand. As USA Today’s LIZ SZABO 
reports in this special investigation, Dr Stan Burzynski stands 
accused of selling false hope at very high prices – a vulture in a 
white coat. As IAN WISHART reports in the sidebar, the backlash 
has caught a traumatised New Zealand family in its wake

SELLING 
FALSE 
HOPE
Backlash Against US ‘Cancer’ 
Doctor Hits New Zealand Family

A Texas doctor, two months, earlier, had given 
them one: $25,000 upfront, by cash or check.

Clinging to hope, the couple took Josia to see 
Stanislaw Burzynski, a Houston doctor claiming to 
be able to do what no one else can: cure inoperable 
pediatric brainstem tumors.

Virtually any other doctor might have recited the 
same sad statistics: Although doctors can now cure 
83% of pediatric cancers in the U.S., there is usually 
no hope for kids with Josia’s tumor. Perhaps 5% 
survive five years.

Burzynski – an internist with no board certifi-
cation or formal training in oncology – has said 
publicly that he can cure half of the estimated 200 
children a year diagnosed with brainstem tumors. 
The Cottos were told that treatment could cost over 
$100,000, mostly out of pocket, because insurance 
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There are many reasons why Burzynski has been 
able to stay in business so long. He has benefited 

from state laws that limit the Texas Medical Board’s 
authority to remove his license, as well as the ability 

of terminally ill patients to collect damages. His 
devoted followers are willing to fight for him

plans often refuse to cover Burzynski 
Clinic treatments.

Burzynski, 70, calls his drugs “anti-
neoplastons” and says he has given them 
to more than 8,000 patients since 1977.

He originally synthesized these 
sodium-rich drugs from blood and 
urine – the urine collected from 
public parks, bars and penitentiaries. 
Although they’ve been made in a 
lab since 1980, they still carry a disti 
nctive and unpleasant odor. And 
while the experimental drugs have 
not been approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration, Burzynski has 
described them like the holy grail 
of cancer therapy: safe, natural and 
highly effective. He has also prescribed 
them as a treatment for AIDS, lupus 
and other conditions.

Some patients are convinced that he 
saved their lives.

Mary Jo Siegel of Ventura, Calif., 
says she believes Burzynski cured her 
lymphoma. James Treadwell from 
Coronado, Calif., credits Burzynski 
with curing his brain tumor. Jenny 
Gettino of Syracuse, N.Y., says Burzyn-
ski cured her daughter of an infant 
brain tumor.

James Treadwell, of Coronado, 
Calif., is a proponent of alternative 
cancer treatments by doctor Stanislaw 
Burzynski. He was treated for a brain 
tumor.

Yet the National Cancer Institute 
says there is no evidence that Burzyn-
ski has cured a single patient, or even 
helped one live longer. He has not 
backed up his claims by publishing 
results from a randomized, controlled 
trial – considered the gold standard 
of medical evidence – in a respected, 
peer-reviewed journal.

And Burzynski’s drugs pose a risk of 

serious harm, including coma, swell-
ing near the brain and death, accord-
ing to the NCI and informed consent 
documents that patients sign before 
beginning treatment. While Burzynski 
has touted his treatments as an alter-
native to chemotherapy, a 1999 NCI 
study found that antineoplastons can 
cause many of the same side effects as 
conventional chemo: nausea, vomiting, 
headaches, muscle pain, confusion and 
seizures.

Many blame the system for failing to 
protect patients.

“He’s a snake oil salesman,” says 
pediatric oncologist Peter Adamson, a 
professor of pediatrics and pharmacol-
ogy at Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia. “This has gone on for so many 
years, it’s really unbelievable.”

For 36 years, critics say, Burzynski 
has been selling false hope to desperate 
families at the most vulnerable time of 
their lives.

“When you want so hard to believe 
something, you end up listening to 
your heart and not your head,” says 
Lisa Merritt, whose husband, Wayne, 
was treated briefly by Burzynski in 
2009. The couple say that Burzynski 
misled them about the type of treat-
ment that would be offered, as well as 
the cost. Burzynski, she says, is “the 
worst kind of predator.”

There are many reasons why Burzyn-
ski has been able to stay in business so 
long. He has benefited from state laws 
that limit the Texas Medical Board’s 
authority to remove his license, as well 
as the ability of terminally ill patients 
to collect damages. His devoted follow-
ers are willing to fight for him. He also 
has exploited the public’s growing fas-
cination with alternative medicine and 
suspicion of the medical establishment.

At times, Burzynski also has had an 
especially influential ally: the Food and 
Drug Administration.

FDA CHANGES COURSE
Although “there were some stormy 
relations with the FDA” in the past, 
Burzynski said in an interview, “now, 
we have a productive relationship.”

For years, the FDA tried to prevent 
Burzynski from prescribing unap-
proved drugs.

In 1995, a federal grand jury indicted 
Burzynski on 75 felony charges, includ-
ing criminal contempt, mail fraud and 
violations of the Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act. As a condition of his bail, a 
judge ordered him to stop prescribing 
antineoplastons. For a time, it looked 
as if Burzynski might never treat 
another patient.

Dozens of Burzynski’s patients 
flocked to Washington to defend him, 
arguing that taking away antineo-
plastons was akin to a death sentence. 
Siegel, who credits Burzynski with 
curing her lymphoma 22 years ago, has 
testified on his behalf five times – once 
at his criminal trial and four times at 
hearings on Capitol Hill.

Facing both a political and public 
relations firestorm, the FDA in 1996 
abruptly changed course. It offered to 
allow Burzynski to continue treating 
patients, but only through an official 
trial.

“With one stroke of the pen, the FDA 
made legal what it had previously said 
was illegal,” says Burzynski’s attorney, 
Richard Jaffe.

Yet even Jaffe has acknowledged that 
the trial – now in its 17th year – was 
more about politics than science. In his 
2008 memoirs, Galileo’s Lawyer, Jaffe 
called it “a joke.”
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“It was all an artifice, a vehicle we 
and the FDA created to legally give the 
patients Burzynski’s treatment,” Jaffe 
said.

“With political help, you can get the 
FDA to say yes,” says Siegel, 63.

The indictments led to two trials. In 
1997, one of Burzynski’s criminal trials 
ended in a hung jury; the other, an 
acquittal.

Today, the FDA refuses to comment 
on Burzynski.

NO NEW DRUG APPLICATION
Even his staunchest supporters wonder 
why Burzynski’s drugs are nowhere 
close to receiving FDA approval.

“He’s curing cancer,” says Siegel, 
who co-founded the Burzynski Patient 
Group to spread the word about his 
therapies. “So why, why won’t the FDA 
approve it?”

Like many of Burzynski’s supporters, 
Siegel suspects that the medical com-
munity and drug industry are aligned 
against him.

“Why does a doctor who can pro-
duce such extraordinary results con-
tinue to be attacked today?” Siegel asks. 
“The reason is because Dr. Burzynski 
and his patented discovery pose the 
greatest threat to an entrenched medi-
cal monopoly.”

In fact, the FDA hasn’t had a chance 
to approve Burzynski’s drugs. He has 
never officially asked.

Although Burzynski said he has 
completed 14 intermediate-phase stud-
ies, he has yet to file a new drug appli-
cation, the final step toward getting a 
drug approved.

That hasn’t stopped Burzynski from 
using his relationship with the FDA to 
recruit patients.

Stacey Huntington says she took 
her daughter to see Burzynski last 
year partly because the FDA’s over-
sight made his therapies seem safer 
and more promising. “My fear took us 
to Houston, and the hope he gave us 
made us proceed,” says Huntington.

In an interview, Burzynski said 
developing new drugs is complex and 
takes time.

Yet the FDA has approved 108 cancer 
drugs since Burzynski began his trial.

Cure rates for one type of pediatric 
brain tumor – medulloblastoma – are 

now 85%, according to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in Memphis. 
Doctors can cure 95% of kids with 
Hodgkin lymphoma (a cancer of the 
lymph system), acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia (a blood cancer) and retino-
blastoma (an eye tumor).

Fran Visco, president of the National 
Breast Cancer Coalition, describes 
the FDA’s tolerance of Burzynski as 
“outrageous.”

“They have put people at risk for a 
long time,” says Visco, an attorney and 
breast cancer survivor. “That’s com-
pletely unacceptable. How can anyone 

look at these facts and believe that 
there is a real clinical trial going on ... 
rather than just using the FDA and the 
clinical trial system to make money?”

Burzynski dismisses criticism of 
his work, referring to his detractors as 
“hooligans” and “hired assassins.”

As for criticism from former 
patients, Burzynski says, “We see 
patients from various walks of life. We 
see great people. We see crooks. We 
have prostitutes. We have thieves. We 
have mafia bosses. We have Secret Ser-
vice agents. Many people are coming to 
us, OK? Not all of them are the greatest 
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Although researchers do sometimes provide 
experimental drugs outside of clinical trials, exceptions 

should be rare, with perhaps one or two cases per 
trial. In Burzynski’s case, these “compassionate use” 

exceptions were common, FDA records show

people in the world. And many of them 
would like to get money from us. They 
pretend they got sick and they would 
like to extort money from us.”

History will vindicate him, Burzyn-
ski says, just as it has vindicated other 
persecuted medical “pioneers,” such as 
Louis Pasteur. In the future, Burzyn-
ski says, everyone will use his thera-
pies, and the cancer treatments used 
today – such as surgery, chemotherapy 
and radiation – will be regarded as 
barbaric. “There will be a time when 
people will see the light,” he says, 
“and our treatments will be used by 
everyone.”

FDA IMPOSES NEW 
RESTRICTIONS
The FDA’s patience with Burzynski 
apparently wore out after Josia died.

In a report sent to the FDA after the 
boy’s death, Burzynski’s staff acknowl-
edged that his last blood sample, taken 

the day he passed away, showed a 
blood sodium level of 205 millimoles 
per litre, a level that is typically fatal. 
Burzynski’s staff blamed that reading 
on a “false laboratory report based on a 
contaminated sample.”

Yet hypernatremia is one of antineo-
plastons’ most common side effects, 
known to doctors for two decades.

One of Burzynski’s own informed 
consent documents – the form that 
patients sign before they begin treat-
ment – put the risk at 21%.

On July 30, 2012 – six weeks after 
Josia’s death – the FDA forbade 
Burzynski from giving antineoplastons 
to any new children.

Six months later, the FDA expanded 
its “partial clinical hold,” forbidding 
Burzynski from giving the drugs to 
new adult patients, according to the 
Burzynski Research Institute’s 2013 
filing to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. About 10 patients who 

were already receiving antineoplastons 
were allowed to continue, to avoid 
interruption of care.

According to FDA inspections per-
formed after Josia’s death, Burzynski 
has failed to report at least 18 hyperna-
tremia cases.

The FDA publicly announced the 
restrictions on Burzynski’s clinical 
trial for the first time in September.

According to the FDA, the Burzynski 
institutional review board – an outside 
body charged with protecting patients 
– failed that most basic duty. In a 
letter announcing the restrictions, the 
agency said it has “no assurance” that 
the board was “adequately protecting 
the rights and welfare of the human 
subjects.”

The FDA based its decision on 
“objectionable conditions” and a “con-
tinuing pattern of deficiencies found 
during the last three inspections,” the 
letter said.

FDA inspectors also faulted Burzyn-
ski personally, as principal investigator 
of the study, according to inspections 
conducted from January to March. 
Copies of these reports were obtained 
through a Freedom of Information 
Act request. Addressing Burzynski, 
the inspectors wrote, “you failed to 
protect the rights, safety and welfare of 
subjects under your care.”

Inspectors charged Burzynski, as 
principal investigator, with a variety of 
other serious offenses, some dating to 
2001. Among them:
•	 Inflating success rates in 67% of 

cases, by inaccurately reporting how 
tumors responded to treatment.

•	 Destroying patients’ original records.
•	 Failing to report “unanticipated 

problems” to the institutional review 
board – sometimes for six or seven 
years. [In the inspections conducted 
this spring, officials noted four 
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cases from 1998 or 1999 in which 
patients were hospitalized for serious 
issues – such as pneumonia, lack 
of consciousness or bleeding in the 
skull – that Burzynski researchers 
failed to report until 2005. The FDA 
found similar problems in a 2001 
inspection, when officials noted that 
Burzynski failed to report problems 
such as pneumonia, blood infections 
and pancreatitis, a life-threatening 
inflammation of the pancreas].

•	 Failing to protect patients from over-
dosing. [Forty-eight patients suffered 
a total of 102 drug overdoses from 
2005 to 2013].
While the overdoses made some of 

these patients excessively sleepy, one 
had a seizure and another was hospi-
talized in intensive care with a breath-
ing tube.

This represents a continuing prob-
lem, dating to reports of overdoses in 
inspections as early as 2001.

Burzynski’s review board also 
repeatedly rubber-stamped his requests 
to give patients antineoplastons outside 
of a clinical trial, the FDA’s September 
letter suggests. In some cases, those 
decisions were made without consult-
ing patients’ medical records, or were 
made not by oncologists, but by a 
single member of the board, a “water 
rehabilitation” specialist with no medi-
cal training.

Although researchers do sometimes 
provide experimental drugs outside of 
clinical trials, exceptions should be rare, 
with perhaps one or two cases per trial, 
Adamson says. In Burzynski’s case, 
these “compassionate use” exceptions 
were common, FDA records show.

Enrolling patients for compassion-
ate use can be lucrative. Although 
researchers cannot charge for experi-
mental drugs, Burzynski does bill 
patients for related supplies and 
services.

In Burzynski’s defense, Jaffe notes 
that inspection reports represent pre-
liminary findings. The FDA has not yet 
issued final conclusions.

And Burzynski has taken issue with 
many of the FDA’s findings.

In his written response about the 
FDA’s claims that he inflated his suc-
cess rates, Burzynski said that he “com-
plied with all criteria for evaluation of 

response and made accurate assess-
ments for tumor response.”

As for overdoses, Burzynski said in 
an interview that his staff works hard 
to train patients and their families to 
administer antineoplastons correctly.

None of the overdoses was fatal, he 
said.

“The amount of medication that 
these patients receive is not danger-
ous,” Burzynski said. “At worst, they 
would sleep for a few hours.”

Visco, the breast cancer advocate, 
says she’s encouraged to hear that the 
FDA has put Burzynski’s trial on hold.

“It is about time that the FDA 
stepped in to stop Burzynski from 
subjecting more patients to harm,” she 
says. “I do not know why it took so 
long.”

BURZYNSKI STILL 
HAS OPTIONS
The FDA can’t put Burzynski out of 
business. No matter what happens to 
his trial, Burzynski holds a license to 
practice medicine in Texas.

So does his son, Gregory Burzynski, 
a doctor who’s helping to carry on his 
father’s business. As vice president of 
the Burzynski Clinic, his son, 34, works 

closely with his father and “oversees 
many operations” of the clinic, accord-
ing to its website.

These days, doctors at the Burzyn-
ski Clinic are looking beyond anti-
neoplastons. They mostly prescribe 
chemotherapy.

That’s a huge shift. During Burzyns-
ki’s criminal trial in the 1990s, patients 
who rallied to his defense carried signs 
reading, “Say No to Chemo.”

But the Texas Medical Board, which 
has repeatedly tried and failed to put 
Burzynski out of business over the 
years, still questions Burzynski’s care.

The board charged Burzynski in 2010 
with violating state medical standards by 
prescribing legal cancer drugs in “ran-
dom” and unapproved combinations, 
with no known benefits but clear harms.

Burzynski got those charges dropped 
in 2012, by successfully arguing that he 
didn’t sign any of the prescriptions in 
question.

Burzynski is scheduled to go before 
the medical board again in January, 
based on a complaint filed by Stacey 
Huntington, whose daughter was 
treated with antineoplastons for a 
brain tumor. At the meeting, a board 
panel “will hear the case and make 
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recommendation to the full board 
about what disciplinary action, if any, 
is appropriate.”

Huntington, who paid Burzynski 
nearly $34,000 for about six weeks of 
care, says she’s concerned about both 
billing irregularities and the qual-
ity of her daughter’s treatment. Her 
daughter, Abra Hall, 27, developed 
a life-threatening blood infection 
called sepsis after leaving the clinic to 
continue treatment at home. The infec-
tion developed in a catheter in Hall’s 
chest, which was used to administer 
the antineoplastons, Huntington says. 
One month after developing sepsis, 
Hall was hospitalized again with a lung 
infection. Hall also developed seri-
ous complications from high doses of 
steroids, Huntington says.

Huntington says she decided to 
speak out to prevent other families 
from being taken advantage of.

“When you get a diagnosis of cancer, 
you are pretty vulnerable,” she says. “I 
think they take advantage of that.”

COTTOS NOT SURE 
WHAT TO THINK
Niasia and Jose Cotto hold a photo of 
son Josia in their Linden, N.J., home on 
Oct. 12. The boy died of a brain tumor.
No one told Josia’s parents about any 
of this.

Not Burzynski. Not the FDA.
Jose and Niasia Cotto had no idea 

that their son’s death prompted an 
investigation by the FDA, until they 
were contacted by USA TODAY.

The Cottos had long believed that 
Burzynski could have cured their son 
if only they had taken Josia to see him 
first, before giving him radiation and 
chemotherapy. They had even hoped 
to launch a non-profit, A Life for Josia 
Foundation, to help other children 
with cancer gain access to Burzynski’s 
treatment.

Now, they don’t know what to think.
Although more than a year has passed 

since they lost their son, the Cottos say 
they see reminders of him everywhere. 
Niasia, 32, says she feels his presence 
in simple things, such as the light of a 
bright star on a dark night.

“He’s still with us,” says Jose, 33. “I 
know God had his plan and his pur-
pose for Josia.”

By Ian Wishart 

F
or two years, Aucklanders 
Michelle and Shane Bessant 
have been publicly fundrais-

ing for the money that would enable 
their almost-four year old son Jesse 
to be treated by the Burzynski Clinic 
in Houston.

Jesse has been plagued since birth 
with an extremely rare gangliogli-
oma brainstem tumour, believed to 
be the first case formally on record 
in New Zealand. Although techni-
cally a ‘benign’ tumour, it may still 
be a killer because of its position on 
the brainstem.

New Zealand and Australian 
neurosurgeons have told his family 
there is nothing they can really do – 
an operation to try and remove the 
cancer would most likely kill Jesse in 
the process, and because it is benign 
the usual remedies of chemotherapy 
and radiation have little impact on it.

It’s hardly surprising the Bessant 
family were not overly impressed 
with mainstream medicine…a bevy 
of doctors and specialists, includ-
ing the much-vaunted Starship 
Children’s Hospital, had failed to 
diagnose the tumour until Jesse was 
nearly two years old.

“By 3 months of age,” writes his 
mum Michelle on their website 
(jessebessant.co.nz), “Jesse had 
developed a ‘flat head’ even though 
we had tried changing his sleeping 
position, wedges, rolls etc to encour-
age him to sleep on his other side, 
these things didn’t work. Jesse also 

had his 12 week immunisations and 
became very sick. The following week 
we noticed Jesse’s face had drooped 
on one side, he also became sick again 
so we took him to the A&E. Jesse was 
diagnosed with Tonsilitis, we were 
concerned about his facial palsy and 
raised our concerns with the Doctor 
but were assured that there was noth-
ing to worry about and sent home 
with Antibiotics.

“A few months later Jesse became 
very ill, vomiting, seizuring and 
feverish, we rushed him into Star-
ship Children’s Hospital where he was 
diagnosed with a viral infection. We 
again raised our concerns with Jes-
se’s doctor about his facial palsy and 
were again reassured it was nothing 
to worry about, that he was a healthy 
little boy. We weren’t prescribed any 
medication as it was a viral infection 
and were told to take Jesse to his GP 
if his symptoms worsened.”

The symptoms did worsen – medics 
suggested Chicken Pox and Scarlet 
Fever, and then the facial droop was 
joined with a head tilt and a lazy eye. 
The response of the medical profes-
sion – without doing a scan – was 
to assume Jesse needed eye surgery, 
which was subsequently undertaken 
privately at expense to the family.

The eye surgery didn’t work either. 
Having thrown medicine at Jesse 
and cut him open for unnecessary 
surgery, doctors initially decided they 
needed to operate yet again, says 
Michelle Bessant: 

“The surgeon recommended a 

JESSE BESSANT’S STORY
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second eye surgery, apparently Jesse 
fell in the 10% of unsuccessful sur-
geries. Unhappy with this we asked 
if we could seek a second opinion to 
make sure there was nothing under-
lying that might be causing Jesse’s 
problems. The surgeon agreed and 
in hindsight suggested that maybe 
she should have ruled out any other 
causes before performing the surgery. 
We were then referred to a Paediatric 
Neurologist.

“This is when our world came crash-
ing down. The Paediatric Neurologist 
immediately organised an MRI which 
revealed a 2cm by 2cm lesion on Jes-
se’s brainstem and it was ‘inoperable’. 
Friday the 2nd of September 2011 will 
be forever etched in our memories as 
the worst day of our lives.”

Mainstream medicine had wasted 
the best part of two years failing to 
diagnose the problem until it was too 
late – pediatric neurosurgeons in New 
Zealand had the gall to tell the family 
they had not been able to diagnose 
the tumour because “it is so rare” – a 
claim clearly disproven by the fact that 
the moment they finally switched the 
MRI machine on the tumour showed 
up no problem at all.

With no assistance available from 
New Zealand oncologists, the Bessant 
family turned to the Burzynski Clinic 
which, for US$150,000 a year, offered 
to treat little Jesse for two years as part 
of its antineoplaston “trial”.

The family established its fundrais-
ing website and a Facebook page. It 
received sympathetic coverage in 
the Herald and somewhere in excess 
of NZ$84,000 has so far been raised 
through public donations and charity 
fundraising events.

But the publicity campaigns coin-
cided with Burzynski being attacked 
yet again in the USA as a quack, 
and when American bloggers criti-
cised Burzynski’s exploitation of the 
Bessant family by trying to extract 
US$300,000 from them for treating 
a tumour that is nearly always fatal, 
Michelle Bessant felt compelled to 
defend herself.

“Michelle,” wrote one commenter, 
“please read this testimonial that you 
won’t find on Burzynski’s site, from a 
patient who wasted over 100 thousand 

dollars on his sham treatments http://
lymphomation.org/story-kandj.htm. I 
sincerely hope you don’t waste your 
time with Burzynski.”

“While I appreciate everyone is 
entitled to their own opinion,” noted 
Michelle, “I would appreciate it if you 
would remove your blog link to my 
son’s name. As parents we are going 
through the toughest most heart-
breaking time in our lives, something 
we do not wish any other family to 
ever go through. We are not desper-
ate parents who have gone into this 
blindly, we have done an immense 
amount of research on Dr Burzynski 
including many, many cancer treat-
ments available. We have done the 
research and have chosen a treatment 
that we feel is in the best interest of 
our son. It is very upsetting to read 
your comments & linking them to my 
son’s name.”

The responses flew thick and fast, 
most pointing out that because of the 
pitch for public funds, prospective 
donors had the right to know about the 
controversy surrounding the Burzyn-
ski Clinic operation, and equally that 
the Bessant family needed to know 
the facts about Burzynski.

The general consensus was that 
while the Bessants had a right to make 
an alternative treatment choice in the 
absence of any viable treatment from 
mainstream medicine, the fundrais-
ing pitch and positive media coverage 
gave the Burzynski Clinic credibility it 
did not deserve, argued critics.

At the end of the day, they said, 
New Zealanders would be US$300,000 
worse off, Burzynski would be 
$300,000 richer, and the outcome 
would still be the same. The Bessants, 
naturally, cling to hope – it is all they 
can do. It’s a hard call. Starship offers 
no hope. A controversial American 
doctor claims to offer a glimmer, but at 
a huge cost with no guarantees. What 
would most parents do?

That publicity burst was a year 
and a half ago. This month, as news 
came through that Burzynski’s FDA 
antineoplastons ‘trial’ had been shut 
down, the Bessants posted this on 
their Facebook page:

“Unfortunately we have not started 
treatment. The FDA closed new enrol-

ments to the trial and we are wait-
ing to hear from the Clinic if or when 
this will change. We have our fingers 
crossed that the trial will be re-opened 
again for new entrants and that Jesse 
can get in. It is a real shame that this 
has happened as we believe this treat-
ment can and does save lives, espe-
cially those suffering with brain can-
cer. It has been very disheartening to 
have fundraised for so long to raise 
enough funds to start and then be told 
to wait & for how long we don’t know. 
The funds raised are sitting in a trust 
account for Jesse & will remain there 
until we can get him into the trial or if 
something else comes along. We want 
to thank everyone who has helped 
us fundraise, made donations and 
spread the word about Jesse. It has 
been a very difficult Journey for our 
family and we’ve been blown away by 
the support we’ve received. We will 
not give up hope and will continually 
research other options as they come 
along, but we still remain hopeful that 
we will get Jesse into the trial in Texas.

“Jesse has been doing very well. His 
last two MRI scans were stable with 
very little increase in tumour size. He 
will be turning 4 in December and he 
really has come a long way in the past 
year. He has been seeing a physio-
therapist and speech therapist and 
we’ve noticed great improvements 
in confidence with his movements, 
focusing on tasks, more clarity with 
his speech and he is using a lot more 
words. He still attends his weekly swim 
class at Rangitoto Swim School who 
very generously continue to sponsor 
Jesse’s lessons, and he also attends 3 
half days of pre-school a week.

“We will keep you up-to-date as 
news comes along about treatment 
options and hopefully we’ll be able to 
get started, fingers crossed for this to 
happen. Thank you all again for your 
support, we truly appreciate it. The 
Bessant Family x.”

If you wish to donate to the Jesse 
Bessant appeal, the bank account 
details are:
Jesse Noah Bessant. ANZ – 
Browns Bay 01-0121-0211912-30. 
Donations can also be made via 
the website www.jessebessant.
co.nz or www.teamjesse.co.nz

http://lymphomation.org/story-kandj.htm
http://lymphomation.org/story-kandj.htm
http://www.jessebessant.co.nz
http://www.jessebessant.co.nz
http://www.teamjesse.co.nz
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I
n the late 1960s, Time magazine 
famously posed the question, 
“Is God Dead?”

What most people didn’t 
know was that Time’s publisher, 
Henry Luce, was a follower of 

Helena Blavastky’s insidious brand of 
Satanism, and thus had a strong moti-
vation for stoking the fires of religious 
doubt.

Luce himself was dead within 
months of publishing that question, 
and undoubtedly knows the answer 
now. However, the gauntlet he threw 
down has increasingly been picked up 

by every Tom, Dick and Harry with a 
theological grudge.

The latest in a long line of pretend-
ers to the Death of God throne is New 
Zealand theologian Lloyd Geering in 
his ‘Christmas’ book, From The Big 
Bang To God.

It’s hard to know where to start with 
the Geering book. His theories were 
decisively debunked in the 2007 book 
The Divinity Code, and six years later 
his ideas are no less deficient than they 
were previously. One thing, however, is 
significant:

Both Big Bang To God and my own 

new book Totalitaria reach the same 
conclusion – the world is on the brink 
of an announcement of an impending 
world government and with it a “new 
world religion”. Totalitaria warns you 
of what’s coming, while Geering’s book 
actively embraces and encourages that 
future.

In effect, Totalitaria is the red ‘wake-
up’ pill from the Matrix, while Big 
Bang to God is the blue pill, drugging 
its readers and urging them to switch 
to that new religious vision.

To get there, however, Lloyd Geering 
first has to convince his readers that 
God, in the sense of the Judeo-Chris-
tian concept, is out of date, obsolete, so 
‘last millennium’. Does he get there? 
Not by anything remotely resembling 
scholarship, and here’s why I say that.

“The idea of evolution undermines 
the validity of Christianity by render-
ing the idea of a Creator God unneces-
sary,” Geering writes. “With remark-
able simplicity the essence of the epic 
tale of evolution [tells] how, beginning 
with the lifeless material (dust) of 
Earth, we humans simply ‘grew’ from 
simpler forms of life.”

Now, you might get away with 
such a statement in front of a class of 

The battle over belief has moved into the 
bookstores this Christmas, with renegade 
theologian Lloyd Geering trying to argue 
in his new book From The Big Bang 
To God that God is dead, based on the 
scientific evidence. IAN WISHART, the 
author of the new book Totalitaria, takes 
apart Geering’s arguments

Is God 
DEAD?
NOT IF YOU ARE HONEST ABOUT THE EVIDENCE
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The actual science doesn’t seem to bother Lloyd 
Geering, however. In his book, he continues 

to make leaps of logic from one unproven 
assertion to another, eventually constructing 
an entire argument based on false statements 

or qualifiers like “might” and “if”

seven year olds, or even at an atheists’ 
convention somewhere, but it does not 
even begin to come close to an accurate 
and informed statement about the cur-
rent science on the origin of life. Evolu-
tion describes a process that claims to 
show how the first organisms changed 
into different life forms. Putting aside 
the scientific problems with even that 
simple statement, evolution does not 
have an explanation for where those 
‘first organisms’ came from.

No respectable evolution text 
in the world makes the claim 
that life evolved from dust and 

‘grew’ into human form, because there 
is no evidence for this.

Sure, some scientists have theorised 
about the possibility, but their theories 
always run into the brick wall of reality 
– the experiments to create unique life 
in a test tube have all failed, despite the 
best brains on the planet trying using 
all the best ingredients and lashings of 
lightning.

Geering grudgingly admits this, writ-
ing “We do not yet know how the first 
cell came to be formed, nor has anyone 
been able to synthesise the basic chemi-
cal components into a living cell.”

Nonetheless, to prove to his readers 
that God is not ‘necessary’ to explain 
the origin of life, Geering draws on the 
words of Charles Darwin who thought 
life could have commenced in “a warm 
little pond, with all sorts of ammonia 
and phosphoric salts, lights, heat, elec-
tricity etc present, so that a protein com-
pound was chemically formed ready to 
undergo still more complex changes.”

Except, as Geering had already been 
forced to admit, none of these experi-
ments have worked. Not one. Life did not 
begin in a warm prehistoric puddle. It 

won’t even begin in the most beneficial 
laboratory conditions known to man.

This is an example of Geering ignor-
ing the actual science to go off on a 
tangent of his own. He writes that 
Darwin’s was pretty close to “the mark, 

for at White Island, an active volcano 
off the coast of New Zealand, scientists 
have discovered primordial forms of 
life in a very hot lake.”

No they haven’t! Sadly, there are 
no references or citations in Geer-
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ing’s book, so the reader has no way of 
checking whether Geering is just mak-
ing stuff up to suit his argument. But 
what scientists have found are existing 
modern life forms that have adapted to 
thrive in the harsh conditions of volca-
nic vents. Just the same way polar bears 
are adapted to living in the ice, some 
bacterial life has adapted to living with 
heat and harsh chemicals. Some bac-
teria eat oil spills. That tells us nothing 
about the origin of life. It only tells us 
that existing life forms have spread 
to every corner of the planet and take 
advantage of every niche.

No one has managed to create life in 
conditions equivalent to a volcanic vent 
either.

One world renowned scientist who’s 

had plenty to say on empty arguments 
like these is DNA biochemist Dr Rob-
ert Shapiro who tore strips off a study 
published in the journal Nature that 
suggested a “drying lagoon” could have 
provided the necessary concentrated 
primordial soup for life to arise.

“I calculated that a large lagoon 
would have to be evaporated to the size 
of a puddle, without loss of its contents, 
to achieve that concentration. No such 
feature exists on Earth today.

“The drying lagoon claim is not 
unique. In a similar spirit, other pre-
biotic chemists have invoked freezing 
glacial lakes, mountainside freshwa-
ter ponds, flowing streams, beaches, 
dry deserts, volcanic aquifers and the 
entire global ocean (frozen or warm as 

needed) to support their requirement 
that the ‘nucleotide soup’ necessary for 
RNA synthesis would somehow have 
come into existence on the early Earth.

“The analogy that comes to mind is 
that of a golfer, who having played a golf 
ball through an 18-hole course, then 
assumed that the ball could also play 
itself around the course in his absence. 
He had demonstrated the possibil-
ity of the event; it was only necessary 
to presume that some combination of 
natural forces (earthquakes, winds, 
tornadoes and floods, for example) 
could produce the same result, given 
enough time. No physical law need be 
broken for spontaneous RNA formation 
to happen, but the chances against it are 
so immense, that the suggestion implies 
that the non-living world had an innate 
desire to generate RNA. The majority of 
origin-of-life scientists who still support 
the RNA-first theory either accept this 
concept (implicitly, if not explicitly) or 
feel that the immensely unfavorable 
odds were simply overcome by good 
luck,” says Dr Shapiro.

The actual science doesn’t seem to 
bother Lloyd Geering, however. 
In his book, he continues to make 

leaps of logic from one unproven asser-
tion to another, eventually constructing 
an entire argument based on false state-
ments or qualifiers like “might” and “if”:

“These primitive forms of life may 
have emerged in the ocean near vents 
in the Earth’s crust,” says Geering, 
“where greater heat and the presence 
of unusual mega-molecules triggered a 
planet-altering singularity.”

What?
How many assumptions are built 

into that statement? Mega-molecules 
enabled life? As Dr Shapiro points 
out, scientists at the cutting edge of 
origin of life research have reached “a 
different conclusion: inanimate nature 
has a bias toward the formation of 
molecules made of fewer rather than 
greater numbers of carbon atoms, 
and thus shows no partiality in favor 
of creating the building blocks of our 
kind of life. (When larger carbon-con-
taining molecules are produced, they 
tend to be insoluble, hydrogen-poor 
substances that organic chemists call 
tars.) I have observed a similar pattern 

Like a dagger in the heart of Lloyd Geering’s “chance” theory, scientists 
have recently found further evidence of intelligent design in nature. 
The molecular engines that power bacterial flagella (the tail that propels 
some bacteria) are well documented mysteries. But a new piece of 
evidence on the block is an insect featuring interlocking gears, similar 
to those you’d find in a car engine. Such discoveries are inexplicable as 
anything other than evidence of design, not chance.
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Geering’s bottom line argument is that it is out of 
bounds for Christians to say “God made this but 
we don’t know how”, yet it is perfectly OK to say 

“The Universe made this but we don’t know how”

in the results of many spark discharge 
experiments.”

Shapiro concludes his analysis of the 
current science by saying we can’t even 
get anything to replicate, using our 
best designers, so what hope exists in 
nature:

“The spontaneous appearance of any 
such replicator without the assistance 
of a chemist faces implausibilities that 
dwarf those involved in the prepara-
tion of a mere nucleotide soup. Let us 
presume that a soup enriched in the 
building blocks of all of these proposed 
replicators has somehow been assem-
bled, under conditions that favour their 
connection into chains. They would 
be accompanied by hordes of defective 
building blocks, the inclusion of which 
would ruin the ability of the chain to act 
as a replicator. The simplest flawed unit 
would be a terminator, a component 
that had only one “arm” available for 
connection, rather than the two needed 
to support further growth of the chain.

“There is no reason to presume 
that an indifferent nature would not 
combine units at random, producing 
an immense variety of hybrid short, 
terminated chains, rather than the 
much longer one of uniform backbone 
geometry needed to support replicator 
and catalytic functions. Probability 
calculations could be made, but I prefer 
a variation on a much-used analogy. 
Picture a gorilla (very long arms are 
needed) at an immense keyboard 
connected to a word processor. The 
keyboard contains not only the sym-
bols used in English and European 
languages but also a huge excess drawn 
from every other known language 
and all of the symbol sets stored in a 
typical computer. The chances for the 
spontaneous assembly of a replicator 
in the pool I described above can be 
compared to those of the gorilla com-
posing, in English, a coherent recipe 
for the preparation of chili con carne. 

With similar considerations in mind 
Gerald F. Joyce of the Scripps Research 
Institute and Leslie Orgel of the Salk 
Institute concluded that the spontane-
ous appearance of RNA chains on the 
lifeless Earth “would have been a near 
miracle.” I would extend this conclu-
sion to all of the proposed RNA substi-
tutes that I mentioned above,” says the 
DNA scientist.

So if you are reading Lloyd Geer-
ing’s book and you come across 
his assertion that it probably hap-

pened “just so”, by chance, ‘trust me on 
this’, bear in mind that mental picture 
of the gorilla typing the recipe for chilli 
con carne.

If Geering’s book is not scientifically 
accurate, then why has he written it? 
Readers of my new book Totalitaria 
may already suspect the answer when 
they discover Geering saying his book 
is “providing material for the new Great 
Story that has the potential to unite the 
whole human race as it faces the chal-
lenges of the twenty-first century.

“This book is an attempt to sketch 
that new Great Story of where we came 
from, who we are and where we are 
heading.”

“Great Story” it might be, but as 
you have seen Lloyd Geering’s effort 
is far from being a true story, because 
it leaves out inconvenient facts and 
misleads its readers. 

Geering, in fact, turns out to be a 
disciple of the One World Govern-
ment/New World Order/ One World 
Religion lobby.

“Only the rise of a new and appropri-
ate religion could generate the mass 
willpower needed to reverse the human 
destruction of Earth and begin to build 
a viable and sustainable future. Is such 
a religion possible? What would it be 
like?” asks Geering.

The agenda of From The Big Bang To 
God is made obvious then – Geering 

wants to crush belief in the Christian 
concept of God so that a new “religion” 
can rise up in its place.

Don’t believe it? Let’s listen to Geer-
ing for a moment:

“Globalisation, caused by the very 
finiteness of Earth, marks a significant 
turning point in human evolution…
merging all ethnic groups and cultures 
into one unified human species and 
thus creating one new, global culture.”

Citing the occultist Jesuit freemason 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Geering 
says Teilhard believed the human spe-
cies is “on the threshold of becoming a 
super-society within which the collec-
tivity of consciousnesses would form 
a higher level of consciousness that he 
dared to call super-consciousness... 
‘a spiritual centre, a supreme pole of 
consciousness, upon which all the 
separate consciousnesses of the world 
may converge’.

That convergence, argues Geering, 
must involve a “Green...naturalistic 
religion of the future” based upon 
worshiping the Earth where people feel 
“compelled to respond positively and 
obediently to what the natural world 
demands of us...

“The basis for this embryonic 
religion of the future is the new Great 
Story that I have tried to tell in this 
book. We must not only allow it to 
replace the biblical story of origins and 
its counterparts in other traditions, but 
also use it to inspire us with the sense 
of awe and holiness that permeated the 
former religions.”

So just how shaky is Lloyd Geering’s 
“Great Story”?

We’ve already seen that Lloyd Geer-
ing doesn’t let the facts get in the way 
of a great story. In the early chapters of 
his book there’s an odd mix. At times 
he seems to follow the scientific argu-
ment for intelligent design laid out in 
The Divinity Code almost religiously. 
He concedes the overwhelming odds 
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against the existence of human life, 
and admits the universe needed to be 
‘just so’ for you to be even reading this. 
Geering even calls this “miraculous” 
in his conclusory chapters. But he is so 
hung up on denying the existence of 
the Christian God, that he attributes 
the miracle to the Universe itself – 
which is simply dressing the Creator up 
in the nature religion’s clothes.

At other times, as noted, the facts are 
tossed aside because he desperately wants 
to argue “God is dead” but can’t make 
the point stick if he gets bogged down in 
messy inconveniences like the failure of 
the pre-biotic soup experiments that he’s 
trying to prove his case with.

Geering’s bottom line argument 
is that it is out of bounds for 
Christians to say “God made 

this but we don’t know how”, yet it 
is perfectly OK to say “The Universe 
made this but we don’t know how”. 
As arguments go, it is not the most 
rational one I’ve encountered on the 
subject. On the basis of the forego-
ing, you could equally say “The good 
fairy Tinkerbell made this but we don’t 
know how” – simply insert the desired 
object of worship into the gap and the 
qualifier is valid for all.

Where else does Geering stretch 
credulity?

Well, he agrees the Big Bang is 
miraculous, and he agrees with my 
argument in The Divinity Code that 
because Time only came into existence 
at the moment of the Big Bang, it is 
illogical – as Richard Dawkins often 
suggests – to ask what came before 
that, or ‘who made God?’:

“The fact that there was no time 
before the Big Bang makes it illogical 
to ask what led up to that event,” writes 
Geering.

The former religious studies profes-
sor then skates past another inconve-
nient fact – the Bible’s repeated claim 
that God exists outside of the realm of 
Time – and blithely states:

“For now it is sufficient to say that 
the nature of the Big Bang rules out 
any literal understanding of the bibli-
cal statement, ‘In the beginning God 
created the sky and the earth’.”

Strictly speaking, if you wanted to 
be “literal” you would correctly record 

the statement as “the heavens and the 
Earth”. And if you wanted to be objec-
tively impartial, you would have to con-
cede, as many top scientists have done, 
that the Big Bang bears eerie testimony 
to a one-off, never repeated creation 
event that has no rational explanation.

Again, Geering admits the problem 
but ignores the elephant in the room – 
any explanation is preferable as long as 
it is not God:

“Philosophers have long discussed 
the question of the creation of the 
universe as the issue of why there is 
something and not nothing. The very 
character of the Big Bang as a singular-
ity implies that this is a question that 
has no answer, that there is no reason 
or cause for the universe to exist.”

In that quote, Geering mixes up 
two unrelated ideas. The reality that 
we may never know why the Big Bang 
happened (the question that has no 
answer), does not mean that there is 
“no reason or cause”. We may not ever 
know, for example, why someone shot 
President John F Kennedy or who shot 
him (the event being an unrepeat-
able singularity as well). That doesn’t 
change the fact that there was a reason 
and a cause, even if we’ll never know it.

Lloyd Geering’s Big Bang book is full 
of such massive leaps of logic. He then 
jumps from his erroneous ‘there was 
no cause’ statement to declare:

“But if the Big Bang occurred for no 

reason, then the alternative must be 
given serious consideration: it was by 
sheer chance that the universe came 
into being.”

As you can see, Geering simply 
substitutes “Chance” for “God” as the 
answer to a question he has already 
admitted is unanswerable. He may as 
well say the Big Bang was caused by 
elves sneezing. The whole premise of his 
new book goes out the window with this 
sub-standard logic, because the nub of 
his entire argument is that his analysis 
of the Big Bang proves God does not 
exist, and therefore that the Universe 
is driving itself, aided by the emerging 
superconciousness of humankind.

If you find Lloyd Geering’s argu-
ments intellectually convincing, then 
there’s probably nothing more that 
medical science can do for you. 

God, I submit, remains very much 
in the frame whilst all around us the 
intelligentsia desperately seek any 
other explanation they possibly can.

Do yourself a favour and read Totali-
taria instead.

Merry Christmas.

From The Big Bang to God, Lloyd 

Geering, Steele Roberts & Associates, 

2013, 196 pages, $29.99

Totalitaria: What If The Enemy Is The 

State?, Ian Wishart, Howling At The 

Moon Publishing, 2013, 352 pages, illus. 

$38.99
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The Battle For 
BEACHES

COMMENTARY
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T
here are currently 
three major claims for 
customary title (owner-
ship rights) of the fore-
shore and seabed under 
the Marine and Coastal 

Areas Act. The areas in dispute are 
on the East Coast of the North Island 
and one on the Coromandel penin-
sula, which latter covers two separate 
stretches of the coast.

The biggest claim is that by Ngati 
Porou – a claim for about 200 km of 
the coast north of Gisborne. Specifi-
cally this stretches from the Pouawa 
Stream, just north of Gisborne, all the 

way up to East Cape and around it for 
some distance to Potikirua, west of 
Lottin Point. This tribe is also claiming 
ownership of the seabed out to three 
nautical miles. 

The Gisborne District Council has 
put in a submission opposing this grab 
for what has been a precious pub-
lic coast by this small, private tribal 
grouping. They could hardly have done 
otherwise since the function of a local 
council is to represent the interests of 
its ratepayers and the privatisation of 
the hitherto publicly owned beaches 
as a result of National’s Marine and 
Coastal Areas Act is certainly not in 

the interests of the non-iwi citizens of 
Gisborne or indeed of the wider New 
Zealand public.

Sixty-seven submissions have been 
made in respect of this claim and, in 
what I regard as a typical display of 
his pro-iwi bias and his unscrupulous 
methods (Finalyson was a former 
iwi lawyer), Treaty Negotiations 
Minister Chris Finlayson has used 
his office to dilute these submissions 
into a very brief form and has given 
them to his hand-picked independent 
assessor, retired High Court judge, 
Judith Potter, to make a non-binding 
“assessment”.

Researcher John McLean argues vast swathes of 
the New Zealand coastline are under treaty threat
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Do we really want the beautiful Mahia peinisula 
to become the ‘Mafia’ peninsula, with thuggish 

wardens throwing their weight around on 
fishermen, surfers and other beach users the 

same way Cape Reinga has its highway robbers?

In view of Finlayson’s tactics in 
creating the Marine and Coastal Area 
Act, one should not be too surprised 
if Potter gives Ngati Porou what they 
want regardless of the fact that they 
do not qualify for customary marine 
title since they are unable to show 
“exclusive” occupation of the coast 
since 1840 “without substantial inter-
ruption”. “Exclusive” means that they 
alone have used it without “substantial 
interruption”.

Until National passed the 
Marine and Coastal Area Act 
in 2011 the beaches, coast and 

seabed were publicly owned and from 
the earliest days of settlement colonists 
rode their horses and trekked over 
all parts of the New Zealand coast, 
as walking or horse riding along the 
sandy beaches was much easier than 
going inland through the trackless 
forests. Thus any claim that a tribe 
might have enjoyed exclusive use of 
parts of the coast line without substan-
tial interruption is plain nonsense. But 
Finlayson is not one to let the facts 
get in the way of his ever more outra-
geous giveaways of public resources to 
his favoured tribes.

How can Potter come up with an 
assessment based on the facts when the 
submissions, outlining the facts, have 
been so diluted by “summarisation” on 
the part of Finlayson’s Office of Treaty 
Settlements? The poor woman will be 
working from a skewed brief. One of 
those who made a submission on this 
claim was the Council of Recreational 
Associations of New Zealand (COR-
ANZ), which represents those who use 
the outdoors for their various activi-
ties. Their submission consisted of 20 
pages with maps. However, despite 
the large number of organisations and 
members that CORANZ represents, 

Finlayson’s department reduced this 20 
page submission to three sentences!

Just three sentences will go to Justice 
Potter. Would you trust a verdict based 
on just half a page of the original 20 
page evidence?

At present regional and unitary local 
councils have responsibility for the 
ocean and seabed out to 12 nautical 

miles and, in the event of Ngati Porou 
succeeding in any part of their claim, 
they will be in a position – over time 
– to stop people fishing, surfing, etc. 
and stop the construction of buoys, 
wharves, etc. They will also be able to 
declare whole areas (probably the best 
fishing grounds and surf breaks) “wahi 
tapu” (forbidden territory), meaning 
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that any member of the public who 
steps on such an area of our formerly 
publicly owned beaches can be fines up 
to $5,000, with tribal wardens being 
empowered to patrol such areas – yet 
another result of the Marine and 
Coastal Area Act.

Meanwhile, the Ngati Pahuwera tribe 
is claiming customary title over about 
30 km of coastline either side of the 
mouth of the Mohaka River, between 
Wairoa and Napier. This is a traditional 
area for Napier folk to fish, walk their 
dogs, swim, surf, etc. 

The claim by the Rongomaiwahine 
tribe to a large area of coast around 
the Mahia peninsula. It extends from 
the mouth of the Nuhaka River, then 
around the whole of the Mahia penin-
sula and up as far as Whareongaonga 

point, just south of Young Nick’s Head.
This claim is being opposed by both 

the Gisborne District Council and the 
Hawkes Bay Regional Council as well 
as by CORANZ and by its secretary, 
Dr. Hugh Barr, in his private capacity. 
Dr. Barr probably knows more about 
the foreshore and seabed issue than 
anyone else, having written the defini-
tive book on the subject, The Gathering 
Storm over the Foreshore and Seabed 
and having written the foreshore and 
seabed section of the best selling book, 
Twisting the Treaty. 

The Mahia claim is more urgent than 
the others as it is already in the High 
Court in Wellington and is proceeding. 
Do we really want the beautiful Mahia 
peinisula to become the ‘Mafia’ penin-
sula, with thuggish wardens throwing 

their weight around on fishermen, 
surfers and other beach users the 
same way Cape Reinga has its highway 
robbers?

Thus, with these three claims, the 
people of the Hawkes Bay – Gisborne 
area stand to lose more than half the 
coast between Napier and East Cape.

There are two separate areas of 
the Coromandel coast that are part 
of a single claim by Ngati Porou ki 
Hauraki. The first of these covers a 
large triangle of coast, sea and islands. 
The coast that is under threat by this 
claim extends from Waikawau Bay, 
down to and including Kennedy Bay 
and out as far as Anareke Point. It 
stretches out to sea and includes Cuvier 
Island and the Mercury Islands.

The second piece of the Coroman-
del coast up for tribal grab under 
this claim stretches from Otonga 

Point, south of the coastal settlement of 
Whiritoa, itself south of Whangamata, 
down the coast through Mataora Bay 
to the northern edge of Horokawa, and 
extending 3.5 km out to sea, off Mayor 
Island.

These four claims are just the tip of 
the iceberg of what is to come from the 
coastal tribes as they realise the full 
extent of the bonanza that the Marine 
and Coastal Area Act has given them at 
the expense of the traditional rights of 
the general public – Maori and Pakeha 
alike. This notorious, thieving and rac-
ist Act, described on page 8 of Twisting 
the Treaty as “the greatest swindle in 
New Zealand history”, was passed by 
the National Government for no other 
reason than to buy the support in 
Parliament of the small, unrepresenta-
tive and race based Maori Party. In 
doing so the Key government betrayed 
its own supporters as well as the wider 
public, including generations unborn.

Under Finlayson’s Marine and 
Coastal Area Act the people of New 
Zealand will lose more and more of 
our precious coast. The only way to 
reverse this thieving and racist process 
is to repeal the Marine and Coastal 
Area Act. But that will never happen so 
long as the Finlayson-Key government 
remains in office. 

Think about it when you are lying on 
the beach this summer. 
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The European economy used to be very 
simple: The Germans manufactured excel-
lent goods, exported them to its European 

partners and piled up annual trade surpluses of 
$260 billion-$400 billion.

The German banks recycled this money into U.S. 
and Spanish mortgages, Greek, Portuguese and 
Italian bonds and Irish banks, which meant those 
countries had the cash to continue buying German 
exports.

Then the financial crisis hit. The German banks 
lost some of their investments, particularly in the 
United States, panicked about the rest and stopped 
recycling the money.

Angela Merkel’s German government then used 
its political muscle in Europe, and at the European 
Central Bank, to protect the German banks and 
their European investments. The debts had to be 
honored and the investments saved. Various rescue 
packages were cobbled together with bailout funds 
for Ireland, Greece and Portugal and another fund 
to recapitalize Spanish banks.

With support from the International Monetary 
Fund, the European Union financed these various 
support mechanisms. At the same time, since the 
stricken European countries still needed to buy 
German goods, the ECB, in effect, financed Euro-
pean trade and built up on the books a German 
credit of close to $1 trillion under a system known 
as Target 2.

What Germany didn’t do was recycle its trade 

Invasion of the Hun

invest by martin walker

surpluses. Those have continued to accumulate and 
Germany currently enjoys a larger trade surplus 
than China.

In a simpler world, the leaders of the poorer 
European countries would have devalued their cur-
rencies, making their exports cheaper and German 
imports too expensive to buy. The system would 
have come back into balance.

But because the Europeans made the strategic 
political decision to preserve the euro at all costs, 
devaluation wasn’t an option.

Logic then suggests that the Germans should 
find another way to recycle their surpluses into the 
stricken countries with useful investments in new 
plant and infrastructure. Wary of throwing good 
money after bad, the Germans haven’t done so.

But for many Germans this is a morality tale in 
which feckless Greeks and Spaniards lived high off the 
hog on borrowed German money. Worse still, they 
didn’t use the available time and investment to reform 
their labor markets, upgrade their technology and 
retrain their employees to become more competitive.

The Germans also know that with one of the 
oldest populations and lowest birthrates in Europe, 
they need to take care of their savings to finance 
future pension costs. The country’s unfunded 
pension liabilities are around three times its gross 
domestic product.

The U.S. Treasury, with support from the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (where the No. 2  official, 
David Lipton, is a U.S. Treasury veteran), is critical 
of the German position and has made the unusual 
public statement that: Germany’s anemic pace 
of domestic demand growth and dependence on 
exports have hampered rebalancing at a time when 
many other euro-area countries have been under 
severe pressure to curb demand and compress 
imports in order to promote adjustment.

What that means in plain English is that the 
U.S. Treasury is accusing the Germans of export-
ing misery and forcing mass unemployment and 
impoverishment onto its European partners. There 
is some truth in this but the Germans have also 
allowed the ECB to keep the partners alive by drip-
feeding credit and offering to buy their bonds to 
keep them at least nominally solvent.

There is one measure, probably 
not realistic, that would solve 
Europe’s problems at one stroke. 
Germany could announce that 
henceforth its pensions would 
be payable only in Greece, Spain, 
Italy and Portugal
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The hope now is that the tide has turned. The exports of 
Spain and Portugal are growing fast, productivity levels 
have jumped significantly and budget deficits are shrinking. 
But their levels of debt are mounting close to a sum so huge, 
already reached by Greece, no realistic prospect of growth 
could repay it.

Europe’s businesses fear slow growth, so they are reluctant 
to invest. Consumers are strained so companies fear to raise 
prices and now deflation looms. As a result, this month the 
ECB lowered its basic interest rate to 0.25 percent, in what is 
starting to look like a European replay of Japan’s lost decade.

There is one measure, probably not realistic, that would 
solve Europe’s problems at one stroke. Germany could 
announce that henceforth its pensions would be payable 
only in Greece, Spain, Italy and Portugal.

The consequent shift of elderly Germans and their annual 
state pensions of some $400 billion would solve Southern 
Europe’s financial problem, relaunch a property boom and 
create lots of jobs in health and personal care. With so many 
fewer old people to keep warm, Germany’s energy bill would 
tumble. And within a generation, many young Southern 
Europeans would have become by necessity bilingual in 
German.

The bottom line is that German cannot continue forever 
taking money from the rest of Europe without sending 
something in return. If the Germans won’t send jobs or 
investment, they have few other options but to send people, 
preferably those like pensioners who are self-financing 
and who might enjoy retirement in the sun to winters in 
Westphalia.
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3iLuv Syren
Be entertained by the 

Syren call of this eccentrically 
designed speaker. Outfitted with 
a strategically located full-range 
speaker and bass radiator, Syren 
will impress you with sound that 
surpasses all your expectations. 
The top and bottom firing ports 
deliver powerful 360-degree 
sound that will move your 
crowd to jump, dance and sing! 
Syren isn’t just a music player; 
it has a built-in microphone and 
speakerphone for hands free 
phone calls. And here’s the best 
part: Syren is equipped with 
NFC-enabled Bluetooth so you 
can forget about annoying cables. 
Syren lets you conveniently 
stream music from your mobile 
device with Bluetooth. Tuned for 
acoustic excellence even at high 
volume levels, Syren is a perfect 
party pleaser. 
www.iluv.com
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4TheQ Camera
As with everything about 

theQ, sharing is incredibly easy 
thanks to the ecosystem that 
we’ve built. Just log in to our 
website theQ LAB and setup 
your camera only once. You can 
select social networks, apply 
filters and save your photos 
online – all in one place. But 
don’t worry – everything is 
hidden from public access, so 
you’re in total control over 
what you share and what stays 
private. With theQ, you can lose 
yourself in the shot – but you’ll 
never lose those shots, as they’re 
all saved online automatically 
in theQ LAB. Equipped with 
onboard 3G, theQ pushes all 
your photos wirelessly to your 
favorite social networking 
sites. Just tell it which sites you 
use and you can forget about 
uploading ever again. 
www.theqcamera.com

1Panasonic GX7
The Panasonic Lumix 

DMC-GX7 is a premium 
interchangeable lens camera, 
that has been built for those who 
don’t like to compromise. With 
a lightweight full Magnesium 
alloy body, enhanced styling 
with a new high-res tiltable (90 
degrees) Live View Finder, and 
in-body Image Stabilisation, 
the GX7 really is the ultimate 
G Series camera. A new 16 
Megapixel 4/3” Live MOS 
Sensor and Venus Engine help 
set a new benchmark for still 
image quality and also ensures 
excellent motion picture quality, 
with smooth results from Full 
HD 1920 x 1080 50p recording 
in AVCHD Progressive and MP4 
with stereo sound. With NFC 
& Wi-Fi capability, the DMC-
GX7 offers fantastic control, 
connectivity and ability to share. 
www.panasonic.co.nz

2Nymi
The Nymi tells the world, 

you are you, allowing you to 
securely communicate your 
identity to all of your favourite 
devices. Your Nymi lets you 
use your unique cardiac rhythm 
to authenticate your identity, 
allowing you to wirelessly take 
control of your computer, your 
smartphone, your car and so 
much more. As you wake up 
know that wherever you go 
the Nymi will be interacting 
with your devices, creating a 
smart, password and key-free 
environment. If you’re the 
kind of person who likes to be 
connected to their emails, texts 
and social updates, you’ll never 
be behind with the Nymi. When 
you clasp the Nymi around your 
wrist it powers on. You will stay 
authenticated until your Nymi is 
taken off. 
www.getnymi.com

http://www.iluv.com
http://www.theqcamera.com
http://www.panasonic.co.nz
http://www.getnymi.com
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3Revo SuperConnect
Functionalism meets 

craft and technology, a next-
generation audio device that 
beats at the heart of your 
musical ecosystem, providing 
whatever soundtrack you need. 
Radio from around in the globe, 
access to your personal music 
collection or an almost limitless 
supply of songs from the world’s 
leading music streaming service. 
SuperConnect is equipped to 
receive a wide range of digital 
radio standards including DAB, 
DAB+, FM with RDS and 
internet radio – providing access 
to over 16,000 stations from 
around the world. A detailed 
graphical OLED display and 
joystick control add a touch of 
modernity, while patented audio 
electronics and driver technology 
deliver 15W of clear digital audio 
with clarity and deep, rich bass.
www.revo.co.uk

1Qualcomm Toq
Revolutionary Qualcomm 

Mirasol reflective display 
technology uses the natural light 
around it, unlike traditional LCD 
displays which are backlit, to allow 
the Qualcomm Toq smartwatch 
display to become more visible 
in bright sunlight and to last for 
multiple days on a single wireless 
charge. The Qualcomm Toq 
smartwatch controls which tracks 
play from your smartphone while 
you listen on these optional 
headsets. There’s no wire to your 
music source, no wire between 
the two optional headsets and it 
charges wirelessly from the charging 
dock. Delivering stunning sound, 
they feature high quality stereo 
audio with a dedicated tweeter and 
woofer for a superior sound stage. 
Designed for optimal comfort, 
they are super lightweight and the 
speakers sit above your ear canal.
www.toq.qualcomm.com

4Philips Beardtrimmer 
Experience ultimate control 

with an exclusive laser guide, 
allowing you to create the 
exact look you want with total 
confidence. The unique laser 
guidance system projects a sharp 
line of light to pre-align your style 
before you trim. It will point out 
where the hairs will be cut so 
you get it right every time. To 
select your preferred trim length, 
just turn the zoom wheel on the 
handle until the length you want 
is displayed. Your chosen length 
is now ‘locked in’ for a precise 
and even trim. The dual-sided 
reversible trimmer gives you the 
versatility to create your unique 
look. The trimmer’s small size and 
angled design make it easy to see 
what you are doing for accurate 
fine lines and details. The blades 
stay extra-sharp to always cut 
hairs neatly and effectively.
www.philips.com

2Xperia Z1
Amazing photos and videos. 

Innovative apps. And a fantastic 
screen experience. All wrapped 
inside the most elegant package. 
Discover how Xperia Z1 is the best 
smartphone imaginable. Xperia 
Z1 is built with the very same 
components as Sony’s compact 
digital cameras meaning it really is 
the best smartphone for capturing 
images. Xperia Z1 combines a large 
1/2.3” 20.7MP Exmor RS for 
mobile image sensor, Sony’s award-
winning G Lens and intelligent 
BIONZ for mobile image processing 
engine. We’ve also included 
Superior Auto, allowing you to get 
the best from these technologies 
without having to worry about 
camera settings. The result? The 
most stellar pictures you can 
imagine. And thanks to SteadyShot, 
you can shoot beautifully smooth 
and stable videos too. 
www.sonymobile.com

1

2
3

4

http://www.revo.co.uk
http://www.toq.qualcomm.com
http://www.philips.com
http://www.sonymobile.com
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Worried that computer hackers attacking 
banks and media companies could easily 
shift targets, the airline industry is taking 

preemptive steps to ensure it doesn’t become the 
next victim.

Although the “hacking” of planes midair to bring 
them down is unlikely, many networks, including 
airline reservation systems and airport parking 
meters, could be vulnerable to cyberattacks, which 
could disrupt air travel, weaken travelers’ confi-
dence and deal a major blow to a fragile economy.

“The aviator guys are getting together because 
they see what’s going on in every other sector,” 
said Paul Kurtz, chief strategy officer for computer 
security firm CyberPoint International. “It’s just a 
matter of time before the bad guys start wondering, 
‘How do we start making money off attacking the 
aviation industry?’ “

New technologies and tighter budgets have added 

to the complexity of safely transporting 2.6 billion 
air passengers a year worldwide. But officials at 
airlines, airports and aircraft makers believe they 
can develop enough safeguards to limit the effects 
of hackers.

Boeing Co., which by the nature of its business 
has always focused on aircraft safety and reliabil-
ity, is now also stressing network and computer 
systems security. Worries about defects such as 
hydraulic leaks have been brought up alongside 
concerns that a miscreant could surreptitiously 
inject malicious commands somewhere in the 18 
million lines of computer programming that help 
power its latest jet, the 787 Dreamliner.

“I know the media worries about the kid in seat 14B 
on his laptop hacking the flight controls,” Michael 
Sinnett, Boeing’s vice president of product develop-
ment, said at an industry conference this summer. 
“I’m here to tell you that’s not going to happen. But 

tech by paresh dave

Airline industry to fight hacking
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the question is, ‘Do I have to worry about a guy inside my sys-
tem for four years before the code even hits the streets?’ “

Most of the code is written by Boeing contractors, and 
Boeing and aviation regulators test for errors. Even after-
ward, Boeing assumes programs will do something unex-
pected and prepares backup plans.

For pilots, large suitcases filled with instruction manuals 
have been reduced to laptops and, more recently, tablet com-
puters. Weather updates and other flight-related information 
– once relayed via air traffic controllers or paper printouts – 
are increasingly beamed by Wi-Fi and the new NextGen air 
traffic control system directly into the cockpit.

Kurtz said protecting those links is relatively easy in the U.S.
“But somewhere in Asia or Africa, the updates and main-

tenance might not be as (buttoned-down),” he said.
Yet not all airports in the U.S. are ready to guarantee 

secure connections for airlines. LAX has been among the 
large airports at the forefront of strengthening defenses 
through education and monitoring.

But Dom Nessi, LAX’s chief information officer, said that 
the airport doesn’t offer airlines a dedicated connection 
because “we don’t think we can give them a secure service.”

Like other airports, LAX remains a juicy target for hackers. 
A phishing attack in late June and early July tried to deceive 
airport employees into opening fraudulent emails, Nessi said.

The airport’s cybersecurity investigators said the “highly 
targeted” emails encouraged users to download files that 
when opened could have given the remote attacker “com-
plete control over the victim machine,” including the ability 
to monitor their Internet browsing and email.

The experts traced the attack to a foreign government, 
Nessi said. Phishing emails have led to several major cyber-
attacks, including one that led to a New York Times website 
outage for two days in August.

“Every day a new threat emerges, so you have to build an 
organization that evolves and evolves rapidly,” Nessi said.

The two Washington, D.C., area airports recently began 
rigorous testing of computer networks and teaching employ-
ees about protecting their computers from hackers, said 
Martha Woolson, information technology security manager 
for the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority.

Woolson said a year and a half ago several employees fell 
for a phishing email designed to look like one sent by US Air-
ways. During a recent wave of phishing, more than 30 airport 
workers came to her for advice when they received the email.

Woolson has gone as far as distributing magnets with a 
simple warning, “When at work, don’t go to any site that 
would embarrass your granny.”

Cybersecurity experts suggested that airlines and airports 
must expect that hackers eventually will shut down crucial 
systems. Having a strategy in place to quickly recover is 
essential, they said.

“Many airlines are worried about hackers but have no idea 
where to start,” said Joe Ayson, senior director for avia-
tion cybersecurity firm AvIntel. “Our goal as a practice is 
to ensure there’s a constantly revised mitigation process in 
place that’s an actual living, breathing part of operations.”

He recounted the recent experience of an airline in Africa 

whose reservation system had been sputtering for six weeks. 
The airline didn’t realize it had been plagued by a computer 
virus. Ayson’s team found ways to keep the airline running 
despite the issues.

Peter Andres, vice president of corporate security for 
Deutsche Lufthansa AG, said being a “sexy” industry height-
ens the challenges.

“There are so many people who love to play with simula-
tors, who listen to controls, who really study this stuff,” 
Andres said. “But that of course gives more transparency 
and tools to people who have malicious intent.”

Airlines, airports and aircraft makers see themselves at a 
crossroads. The sooner they can show that computer-related 
threats have been minimized, the more likely the industry 
won’t face additional government regulation.

“It’s the kind of homework that’s been long overdue,” 
Andres said.

New technologies and 
tighter budgets have added 
to the complexity of safely 
transporting 2.6 billion air 
passengers a year worldwide
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Matt Certo jumped at the chance to use his 
smartphone for banking as soon as his 
bank offered the service a few years back.

The Orlando, Fla., high-tech entrepreneur under-
stood the technology and knew the benefits. But he 
also was aware of the risks.

“If I’m traveling in places where there are Wi-Fi 
networks I don’t know, I certainly think twice 
about using mobile banking,” said Certo, 37, chief 
executive of WebSolvers Inc., a digital-marketing 
company. “I’ll use it at home to check my account, 
even in church to give a tithe. But not on an open 
Wi-Fi network just anywhere.”

Many consumers find themselves facing similar 
security concerns as smartphone banking becomes 
even more popular.

Despite its seeming simplicity, however, there 
is far more than meets the eye to practicing safe 

smartphone banking, industry experts say.
“If you don’t take precautions – like using only 

Wi-Fi networks you know are secure and mak-
ing sure nobody is looking over your shoulder to 
see your password – then you’re just increasing 
the odds of something going wrong,” said Greg 
McBride, senior financial analyst for Bankrate.
com, a consumer-finance company.

So far, however, nothing on a large scale appears 
to have gone awry in the brief history of mobile 
banking, experts say. There have been no massive 
security breaches or cyberheists of data, they say, 
such as those that have occasionally hit the con-
ventional computers of some retailers and financial 
institutions.

Driven by the convenience, the popularity of 
smartphone banking has grown dramatically in 
recent years. According to a recent Federal Reserve 

Smartphone banking  
opens door to ill-doers

online by richard burnett
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Bogus text messages purport 
to be from a bank, luring the 
user to click on a link to a 
fake mobile website where 
malicious software could 
invade their phone and steal 
their personal data

survey, 87 percent of smartphone owners now use their 
devices for at least some banking transactions.

Still, there are signs hackers have already begun to target 
smartphone users, experts say. Smartphone attacks – known 
as “smishing” – are on the rise. Bogus text messages purport 
to be from a bank, luring the user to click on a link to a fake 
mobile website where malicious software could invade their 
phone and steal their personal data.

Once malware is on your phone, all bets are off when it 
comes to the security of your data, said Kevin Wright, senior 
vice president of information technology for CFE Federal 
Credit Union, based in Lake Mary, Fla.

To avoid being a victim, people must know how to verify 
that a text message is really from their bank and what clues 
would signal a fake mobile website, he said. Such details 
should be provided by the bank when a customer signs up 
for mobile banking.

Customers should also avoid using a mobile Web browser 
for smartphone banking on a Wi-Fi network because such 
browsers are more susceptible to being hacked, Wright said. 
It is safer to use your wireless-service network and your finan-
cial institution’s mobile-banking application, which should be 
equipped with the latest data-encryption technology, he said.

Though large banks were generally the first to the mobile 
market, smaller financial institutions are quickly catching 
up, said Suzanne W. Dusch, vice president of marketing for 
the CFE Federal Credit Union.

“We entered the mobile market early several years ago, 

Safe Mobile Banking
•	 Use your bank’s app to connect, not a mobile Web 

browser.

•	 When possible, use your wireless network, not Wi-Fi 

hot spots. Beware of logging in over an unfamiliar 

public Wi-Fi network. If you really must use Wi-Fi, 

first make sure it is secure. Ask questions.

•	 Log out when finished.

•	 Beware of bogus text messages claiming to be from 

your bank.

•	 Periodically check your phone for unfamiliar apps 

that could be malware.

and we’re on the second generation of it now,” she said, add-
ing that about a third of CFE’s nearly 130,000 members now 
regularly use mobile banking.

Lucy Boudet, an executive at Valencia College, said she 
uses mobile banking to deposit money in her forgetful 
father’s bank account when his bills are due. After scanning 
the check and clicking the deposit, she waits until she gets a 
confirmation from the bank, then shreds the check.

“I’m not typically an early adopter,” she said. “But this is 
so neat, and it makes the whole thing so convenient, you 
can’t help but like it.”
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science by geoffrey mohan

The oldest fossils of a previously unknown 
ancient leopard species are shaking the 
pantherine evolutionary tree, suggesting that 

big cats arose in Asia, not Africa, according to a 
new study.

Paleontologists led by the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles and the University of 
Southern California discovered the previously unde-
scribed sister species to the modern snow leopard 
while on a 2010 expedition to Tibet. Seven speci-
mens from three individuals range in age from 4.1 
million to 5.9 million years old – dialling back the 
clock on big cat evolution by as much as 2 million 
years, according to the paper, published online this 
month in Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

Panthera blytheae, named for the daugh-
ter of longtime museum benefactors 
Paul and Heather Haaga of La Canada 
Flintridge, was slightly smaller than the 
snow leopard and probably roamed the 
Tibetan plateau for several million years, 
dining on an ample supply of antelope, 
pika and blue sheep, according to pale-
ontologist Zhijie Jack Tseng, lead author 
of the paper.

“We think that the snow leopard and 
this new cat probably represent a new 
lineage that was adapted to the high 
elevation environment of the Tibetan 
plateau,” said Tseng, a postdoctoral fel-
low at New York’s American Museum of 
Natural History who conducted the work 
while he was a doctoral student at USC.

Big cats have presented serious problems 
for paleontologists. The ancient ambush hunt-
ers’ preferred habitat proved unproductive for 
fossilization, leaving a poor record of a sojourn 
on Earth that exceeded that of modern man by 
millions of years.

Modern genetic sleuthing based on living spe-
cies suggests that big cats diverged from other cats 
about 11 million years ago, then radiated into mul-

Oldest big cat fossils suggest 
species first roared in Asia

tiple species – lion, tiger, jaguar, leopard – about 6 
million years ago.

“And that’s the story that the molecular biologists 
would tell,” Tseng said. “If you only looked at the 
fossil, it would suggest Africa. If you only 
looked at DNA, it would suggest Asia. So 
there was no new material to recon-
cile this difference until now.”

The team used the new 
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fossils and other specimens to recalibrate the evolutionary 
tree and reconcile it with a DNA-based timeline. Although 
enormous gaps remain in the fossil record, the newly recon-
structed tree lends weight to the theory that the cats arose 
and flourished in Asia.

“We have the oldest but not the most primitive (species), 
which is interesting because it means that there are more 
primitive cats to be found in the fossil record that would 
be older than the one we have now, but just haven’t been 
found,” Tseng said.

Panthera blytheae was named in honor of Blythe Haaga, 
daughter of longtime museum philanthropists Paul and 
Heather Haaga, who bid for the naming rights during a 
museum auction.

The ancient ambush hunters’ 
preferred habitat proved 
unproductive for fossilization, 
leaving a poor record of 
a sojourn on Earth that 
exceeded that of modern man 
by millions of years

The former president of the museum’s board of trustees, 
now acting chief executive of NPR, Paul Haaga already had 
the smallest known dinosaur species named for his fam-
ily – Fruitadens haagarorum. Heather Haaga suggested 
naming it for their daughter, Blythe, who was enthralled 
with snow leopards after receiving a plush toy replica as a 
child. She now is an improv comic and writer splitting her 
time between Chicago and Los Angeles. (The family timed 
the honour for Blythe Haaga’s 30th birthday in late October, 
though the paper did not publish until Tuesday.)

“He’s such a strong supporter of the museum,” said 
Xiaoming Wang, curator of vertebrate paleontology at the 
museum. “It’s a tradition among paleontologists to honour 
our colleagues in this way.”

Blythe Haaga found out about her belated birthday hon-
our as she flew home from Chicago on Monday. Details of 
the significance of the find were closely held until publica-
tion. “Now I’m super honoured,” she said when told of the 
study’s findings. “I was just honoured before.”

The snow leopard, Blythe Haaga said, “was the stuffed 
animal that I loved, and therefore every book report was 
on snow leopards for a long time after that. It became my 
fascination for a while.”

The Tibet excavation team also hailed from the National 
Museum of Natural History, George C. Page Museum, Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, University of Alberta and Gansu 
Provincial Museum. It was funded by the National Science 
Foundation as well as the Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles, which has made a casting of the fossil skull.
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Knockout blows
FUKUSHIMA
By Mark Willacy
Macmillan, $39.99
There haven’t been many large nuclear 
power station disasters but the ones 
we know about should be enough to 
frighten the world’s industries off their 
use – permanently. But Fukushima 
still exists. Fukushima, situated on the 
north east Pacific side of Japan was 
the victim of massive twin disasters 
in 2011. An enormous earthquake cre-
ated a 40 metre-high tsunami wave to 
surge over the protective sea wall of the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power sta-
tion, causing multiple meltdowns (or 
suspected meltdowns – sometimes it’s 
hard to know what exactly is going on.)

The Tokyo Electric Power Company 
(or TEPCO) was in the driver’s seat. 
With 40,000 employees and an annual 
income of over $62 billion, they were 
one of the world’s largest power com-
panies. As luck would have it, Reactor 
1 had just reached its service limit of 

40 years and the other reactors were 
nearing their use-by date. Takashi Sato, 
who was to figure prominently in the 
catastrophic events about to unfold, 
was a long time employee whose job 
was to ensure all six reactors were run-
ning properly.

Meanwhile, in a masterful narrative 
switch, the Prime Minister Naoto Kan, 
who had earned himself a reputa-
tion as a scandal news breaker, was 
about to face the crisis of his career. 
When the wave struck, the electrical 
circuits shorted out and generator fuel 
tanks were washed away, leaving no 
power source to cool the reactors. All 
that was left to stop the nuclear fuel 
from overheating were ‘coping batter-
ies’ with just enough charge for eight 
hours. The crisis deepened when the 
PM questioned Nobuaki Terasaka, 
the director-general of NISA (Nuclear 
and Industrial Agency) about the now 
collapsed battery back up. Terasaka 
turned out to be an economist (!) who 
claimed to understand the basics of 
technology. This prompted the ener-
getic and hot-tempered Prime Minister 
to take charge himself.

Soon the PM was in the midst of 
nuclear chaos where it was uncertain 
how bad the situation was. The choices 
were all bleak – a Chernobyl-like sce-
nario where the reactors exploded,  a 
hydrogen explosion or a vapor explo-
sion. The book reads like a constant 
nightmare roller coaster of disaster. At 
one stage, it was considered that Tokyo 
might have to be evacuated and Japan 
itself turned into a backwater. Fuku-
shima reads like a thriller with Japan’s 
future at stake.

Eventually, Commander Yasuhiro 
Ishii with his Fukushima 50 team, 
wearing three suits, brought the 
catastrophe under control. Meanwhile, 

bookcase by michael morrissey

the tsunami had killed nearly 20,000 
people. Fukushima has been rated 
the most costly natural disaster in 
recorded history with an immediate 
bill of $300 billion and further indirect 
economic losses at $345 billion. It is 
hard to believe but the plant still exists. 
Such is the commitment to nuclear 
power, nations seem unable to with-
draw once engaged. Though it can only 
be hoped such disasters won’t happen 
again, it is almost certain they will. 
Thank God, New Zealand is nuclear 
free.

FIGHTING TALK
By Bob Jones
Random House, $29.99
I learnt a new word from Bob Jones’s 
erudite book on the language of boxing 
– fistic. Yes, it exists and if it didn’t, the 
language of boxing would require it to 
exist. A forty page introduction warms 
us up before we step into the ring, only 
to come out fighting, draw first blood, 
aim no low blows, swing a king-hit, 
aim for a knockout blow with a Sunday 
punch. And that’s just for openers. 

With the aid of the Economist and 
many other sources, Jones charts the 
origins of numerous boxing phrases. 
No doubt it was a voyage of historic 
discovery for Jones; the more so, for 
the lay reader. I had no idea that the 
normally taciturn Joe Louis coined 
the memorable sentence, “He can run 
but he can’t hide.” Billy Conn, a light 
heavyweight, made the mistake of 
challenging Louis a second time only 
to be knocked out a second time. Con-
trary to the impression given in some 
films, throwing a fight or taking a dive 
is a rare event and the majority of con-
tests are honest bouts. However, Jones 
informs us that they were sometimes 
fixed during 1900-1920 in the United Using the question and answer format, 

it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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States, and in ancient Greek times. 
Here is Jones at his historic best: 

“The expression ‘a low blow’ was first 
recorded in a non-boxing context in 
1950. However, as far back as the 16th 
century, a similar term was recorded in 
France when a swordsman, the Comte 
de Jarnac, slashed the legs of his oppo-

nent in the course of duel. Though the 
action was successful and the Count 
won, it was considered unsporting and 
the term un coup de Jarnac came into 
being, to describe a low blow.

Other things I learnt from this mini 
encyclopaedia – bare knuckle fighting 
reigned from the late 17th century to 
1890 when gloves were introduced; that 
a battle royal was a bare knuckle fight 
between several blindfolded black slaves 
and was only banned as recently as 1911; 
that when knocked down most boxers 
recover almost immediately; and that 
the innocent term “toddler” derived 
from the fact that in the eighteenth cen-
tury when fights were illegal, those who 
walked to them were referred to as “foot 
toddlers”; the term was subsequently 
shortened to toddlers; the phrase Great 
White Hope was coined by famous 
writer Jack London in regard to the 
hope that some European boxer would 
take the title off Jack Johnson. Alas, the 
Truth newspaper headlined Johnson’s 
victory as “The Conquering Coon”. In 
America’s deep south, many black men 
were actually lynched when Johnson 
won over Jim Jeffries.

I’d like to quote an entry at length 

to give potential readers an idea of the 
kind of sport they’re in for: “In October 
1997, the British newspaper, The Mail, 
in a no punches pulled article, reported 
a  battle of words between Manches-
ter University’s joyless Irish Catholic, 
Marxist Professor of Cultural Theory, 
Terry Eagleton, and the university’s 
Professor of Creative Writing, novelist 
Martin Amis:

Insults have continued to fly between 
the two heavyweights – though if 
imaginative use of language were the 
test then Martin Amis would undoubt-
edly be ahead on points. ‘Ideological 
relic,’ he cried. ‘Slovenly!’ ‘A disgrace 
to the profession!’ ‘Deluded flailer and 
stirrer’, and from Eagleton. ‘son of a 
racist, drink-sodden, reviler of women, 
homophobic. Anti-Semitic boor, (a 
reference to Martin Amis’s father, the 
novelist Kingsley Amis). Sounds like 
the opponents won’t go the full fifteen 
rounds at this rate.

What is refreshing about this book 
is Jones’ obvious enthusiasm for the 
material and the detail of the research. 
Hardly surprising, as Jones is a boxer 
himself and has managed boxers. And 
is a keen reader. The real McCoy!

Killer Ambition
By Marcia Clark
Mulholland Books, $26
The seamy side of Hollywood never fails to fascinate, and 

it delivers enough intrigue and general nastiness to make 

for a gripping plot. And few know what that underbelly of 

tinsel town can entail as does Marcia Clark, who forever will 

be associated with being the prosecutor in the O.J. Simpson 

trial. 

But Clark also should be known as an author of compelling 

legal thrillers. 

In her third novel, Clark wraps a tight, unpredictable plot 

around a look at unbridled ambition, greed, fame and family 

vagaries. Clark keeps the brisk plot of Killer Ambition twist-

ing from the mansions built on the movie industry to a tense 

trial.

Los Angeles deputy district attorney Rachel Knight’s latest 

case involves the kidnapping of celebrity producer Rus-

sell Antonovich’s teen daughter, Hayley. Neglected by her 

parents, the 16-year-old did pretty much what she wanted to, 

staying by herself at one of her father’s houses, sneaking into 

nightclubs and drinking. But she also had a generous side 

and was well-liked at her private school. Although Russell 

paid the ransom, the outcome takes a fatal turn. 

But the prosecution will 

not have an easy time. 

Rachel appears to have a 

solid case, but the trial erupts 

into a media storm as indus-

try insiders and the public 

clearly support the popular 

suspect. Rachel and her team 

are threatened. Rachel also 

personally connects to the 

case as it brings back painful 

memories of her own family. 

Clark’s storytelling skills 

take another leap with the 

impressive “Killer Ambition,” keeping several plot threads in 

motion as she draws them to a realistic conclusion. Rachel’s 

friendship with a colleague and a female detective illustrates 

the support that women can offer each other. 

Clark again proves she knows her way around the court-

room with Killer Ambition.

Reviewed by Oline H. Cogdill
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movies by betsy sharkey & roger moore

Joyous, raucous, righteous

T he Best Man Holiday is a 
reunion story, a reconciliation 
story, a get-down-on-your-knees-

and-pray story, a circle-of-life story. But 
above all it is filmmaker Malcolm D. 
Lee’s dissertation on the current state of 
the black experience as upscale, evolv-
ing, faith-based and agitated.

Lee’s unruly follow-up to 1999’s The 
Best Man, his sprawling ensemble 
comedy about a tight circle of African-
American college friends and a falling-
out during a wedding, picks up 15 years 
later after countless grown-up issues 
have had time to settle in.

Be ready to reach for a tissue, say 
“amen” and sigh more than a few 
times, for the film has all the chaos and 
clutter of a big holiday gathering.

The original’s racy comedy, cast 
and caricatures return. But there are 
serious, sober issues propelling the 
stories. It takes a bit of doing, but here’s 
how Lee sets the table: Lance (Morris 
Chestnut) and Mia (Monica Calhoun), 
the handsome football superstar and 
his saintly wife, whose premarital 
dalliance caused the original friction, 
are hosting the reunion. He’s on the 
verge of a record-breaking run in the 
Christmas Day game – and a surprise 
retirement. She’s determined to patch 

up the past in the face of pressing 
health concerns.

Harper (Taye Diggs) is a best-selling 
author, Lance’s best man and Mia’s dal-
liance. He and Robyn (Sanaa Lathan), 
his smart significant other, are finally 
expecting after years of costly and 
heartbreaking fertility treatments. 
Julian (Harold Perrineau) and Candace 
(Regina Hall), the social activist and 
the stripper, are now happily mar-
ried with kids. But a YouTube video 
of “Candy’s” earlier indiscretions has 
gone viral and funding for the school 
Julian runs has taken a hit.

Driven career girl Jordan (Nia 
Long) has gotten more successful and 
a little closer to a commitment with 
a new boyfriend named Brian (Eddie 
Cibrian), who is, gulp, white – pre-
pare yourself for a lot of corny vanilla 
and latte jokes. The loose cannons of 
the group are looser and more lethal. 
Shelby (Melissa De Sousa) is a reality-
TV superstar with an entitled ego to 
match, and the smoky, sultry Quentin 
(Terrence Howard) is still drifting 
and still making trouble. As he was in 
the first film, Quentin is responsible 
for fueling much of the conflict, and 
Howard is smooth as silk in navigating 
that minefield.

Beyond the specifics, which involve 
Harper’s hope of resurrecting his 
struggling career with a biography 
on Lance, the core theme is how men 
show their vulnerability. When that 
raw need is exposed by any of the char-
acters, the film is at its finest.

Running parallel are the women’s 
issues. Lathan’s long-suffering preg-
nant wife and Long’s career sophis-
ticate are particularly well-drawn 
female characters. It is refreshing to 
see women allowed to step beyond the 
stereotypes, with the actresses bringing 
an intelligent authenticity to the roles. 
Shelby, on the other hand, is all stereo-
type, all the time, with a capital “B.”

Even with excesses, the perfor-
mances are solid. If anything, the 
intervening years have given Lee a 
far more seasoned cast, and they do 
much to keep the film from completely 
unraveling, a constant threat.

Howard, meanwhile, is a menace 
to this society in all the right ways. 
The actor has built a thick portfolio of 
fine roles, including his 2006 Oscar 
nomination for the hip-hop bad boy in 
Hustle & Flow. He is deliciously sleazy 
and keenly observant as Quentin.

This is Lee’s most ambitious film. 
There is so much the writer-director 
wants to say about God, faith, fame, 
family and affluent African-American 
life. The result is a joyous, raucous, 
righteous film but also a frustrating 
and disappointing one. Not quite the 
gift of the season some had hoped for.

THE BEST MAN HOLIDAY
Cast: Monica Calhoun, Mor-
ris Chestnut, Melissa De Sousa, 
Taye Diggs
Directed by: Malcolm D. Lee
Running time: 122 min
Rating: R for language, sexual 
content and brief nudity
GG
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H ere’s what Shia LaBeouf has 
been up to since finishing 
his turn in the Transformers 

franchise:
He made The Company You Keep, 

a modestly-budgeted high-minded 
thriller with Robert Redford.

There was Lawless, the Prohibition 
Era moonshining action picture with 
Tom Hardy.

He’s in the melancholy Dane Lars 
Von Trier’s Nymphomaniac.

And now there’s Charlie Country-
man, a modestly ambitious psychologi-
cal thriller with a romantic streak. 

Not a “safe” star vehicle in the mix. 
So give the kid some credit for guts and 
ambition.

Charlie (LaBeouf) is on hand to 
watch as his mother (Melissa Leo) is 
taken off life support in the hospital. 
But she’s not done teaching him.

“Go to ... Bucharest.”
Is she sure? He isn’t. Nor is anybody 

else.
“You don’t mean Budapest?” It’s a 

running gag in the movie.
The Hungarian capital is cute, tour-

isty. The Romanian capital Bucharest, 
as Charlie quickly learns, is something 
else. He meets a charming old Roma-
nian Cubs fan on the flight over. The 

old man jokes around with him, dozes 
off, and dies. He, too, communicates 
with Charlie post mortem. Give this 
hat to my daughter, tell her this phrase 
in Romanian.

Charlie is tased, arrested and hassled 
to beat the band when he does. Even 
if that daughter, Gabi (Evan Rachel 
Wood), is worth the trouble, this is 
the other side of Romania – thuggish, 
confrontational, callous. The ambu-
lance carrying the old man’s dead body 
crashes because the driver is a reckless 
jerk. And the shady men who know 
Gabi (Mads Mikkelsen, Til Schweiger) 
are menacing in the extreme.

“God knows, it can all turn into 
blood in the blink of an eye,” Nigel 
(Mikkelsen) purrs.

On the other hand, there are the 
amusing Brit stoners (James Buckley, 
Rupert Grint) Charlie meets at the 
youth hostel. They’re all about popping 
pills and voting on what “shared hal-
lucinations” they all should have in this 
Eastern Bloc Sin City.

Music video vet Fredrik Bond ably 
shows off the seamy side of Bucharest. But 
the script is too reliant on coincidences 
and showing the insane lengths Charlie 
goes to in order to prove how smitten he 
is with the beguiling cellist, Gabi.

LaBeouf is less manic and boyish 
here, giving a performance stripped 
of the smart kid patter of much of his 
work. He does less with more, even as 
he’s taking ferocious beatings.

Wood, slinging an accent, is well-
cast in any role that demands jet-black 
eye makeup and a wounded scowl.

The bad guys really stand out, with 
Mikkelsen pulling off something he 
never managed as a Bond villain. He’s 
genuinely frightening.

Charlie Countryman is not a grace-
ful movie, with hints of characters 
trimmed down, themes launched (talk-
ing to ghosts, Charlie’s fearful inability 
to love un-established) and abandoned.

But it works well enough. And it’s a 
fascinating shot in the dark for a star 
who is making interesting choices with 
his stardom, and going to exotic places 
as he does.

Even if he meant to go to Budapest.

CHARLIE COUNTRYMAN
Cast: Shia LaBeouf, Evan Rachel 
Wood, Melissa Leo, Rupert Grint
Directed by: Fredrik Bond
Running time: 103 min
Rating: R for some brutal vio-
lence, nudity, and drug use
GGG

Music video vet Fredrik Bond ably shows off the seamy side 
of Bucharest. But the script is too reliant on coincidences 
and showing the insane lengths Charlie goes to in order to 
prove how smitten he is with the beguiling cellist, Gabi
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It’s sobering to think it’s nearly quarter 
of a century ago that in 1989, Greg 
Sheridan, now the foreign editor of The 
Australian, wrote a deservedly scath-
ing attack on the Australian education 
system for the social crimes committed 
against young Australians by the rub-
bishy syllabus content.

What he described as “one of the 
most monstrous media reports on 
education in recent years – and that’s 
saying something” – came with a list of 
recommendations concerning per-
ceived social problems – the equivalent 
of the social issues thrust into our 
schools – the promotion of “correct 
thinking” on biculturalism, racism, sex 
education, feminism, the pop culture 
and the active promotion of lesbian 
and homosexual lifestyles as desirable. 
The then replacing of subjects of real 
value by politicised social agenda, as in 
this country, has been a combination 
both of a kind of envy of the possibili-
ties open to the intellectually gifted, 
and of radical activism operating 
within the education establishment. 

As Sheridan pointed out, “When 

you let the social issue activists run 
amok with the school curriculum, you 
inevitably get an atomised, amor-
phous education with no depth, and 
endless, tiny, worthless little units”. 
(Think NCEA.) He noted the irony of 
education “reformers” achieving the 
removal of a traditional, in-depth, 
largely classical education, available to 
all. Instead, many children were too 
readily categorised as incapable, rather 
than being extended, all to the level of 
their ability. 

With traditional teaching, he rightly 
argued, they had the mental equip-
ment to command both language and 
numbers. They then had a far better 
chance of acquiring the ability to think 
clearly and deeply, with which to make 
sense of these myriad social issues. 
Even more ironically, the “reformers” 
were very keen to get their own specific 
content permanently included within 
these endlessly proliferating politicised 
courses.

Australia has now taken the steps to 
address what has been, throughout the 
West, an hostility to what was called 

disparagingly textbook education – 
part of a reflex anti-intellectualism 
underpinned by Marxism, and fostered 
by a “child-centred” theory of educa-
tion. This has overseen sidelining 
actually teaching worthwhile content 
in favour of group activities, exposing 
both youngsters and teachers to little 
in-depth knowledge of subjects of real 
importance. 

What this Australian commentator 
rightly emphasised is that “in educa-
tion, as in life, you don’t get payoffs if 
you don’t lay the foundations”…and 
that if the object is really to produce 
independent, critical, active minds, the 
foundation of a traditional, even classi-
cal education, is quite simply the best. 
“If a student has really come to grips 
with some of the great literary works of 
our culture, he will have had to think 
critically, and he will have seen other 
minds, great minds, thinking criti-
cally as well. He will get far more from 
this approach than from being chief 
whinger in some imitation student 
activist body set up in his school”.

The point largely missed today is 
that further back even than the 1980s, 
the fight to remove as much of the 
real worthwhile content in education 
and best teaching practices stemmed 
from that miscalled “liberalism” 
which is basically Marxist, funda-
mentally deeply hostile to the values 
of a Christian-underpinned society. 
Unfortunately, the majority of teach-
ers, so many also products of the same 
long-trashed education system, now 

Why do Australia’s top media commentators so often leave our under-informed, yet 
opinionated columnists so very far behind?

Australia is now way ahead in removing 
schools from centralised control. However, in 

New Zealand, parents and grandparents have 
been too passive in challenging pernicious 
indoctrination, and poor quality teaching

Intellectual and 
moral bankruptcy?
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uncritically endorse every plausible but 
basically destructive policy inflicted 
on schools by an activist ministry, and 
its recent succession of gullible and 
captured ministers.

Today, group learning in schools 
focuses on an environmental over-
view of a planet under threat. It also 
centre-stages, throughout the whole 
curriculum, a bowdlerized version 
of pre-European Maori values – and 
argues for the equal worth of all belief 
systems – except, of course, those of 
our parents and grandparents.

The result? A major consequence 
now is the potential for psychological 
intimidation, and for the manipulation 
of youngsters’ thinking by the essen-
tially predatory “gays and straights” 
or “queers” support groups set up in 
schools. Assisted by teachers who are 
fellow travellers, they are designed to 
recruit vulnerable children distanced 
from their normal family discussions 
and home protection.

Australia is now way ahead in 
removing schools from centralised 
control. However, in New Zealand, 
parents and grandparents have been 
too passive in challenging pernicious 
indoctrination, and poor quality teach-
ing. At the same time, government 
advisers have been trumpeting that we 
have a great education system – which 
is palpable nonsense.

We know that the teaching of one of 
the most important subjects of all, the 
history of Western civilisation is com-
pletely neglected…that there are far too 
many ineffective, in fact incompetent 
teachers in areas such as mathemat-
ics and English…although the latter 
provides not only crucial access to all 
other subjects, but the very necessary 
tools of thinking and analysis. Today’s 
teachers are not even required to prove 
their competence. Yet the result would 
show how far the situation has contin-
ued to deteriorate since the 1960s, even, 
when Dr Margaret Dalziel wrote that 
most English teachers she was encoun-
tering were simply basically ignorant.

Nothing has improved in this area, 
so it should not surprise us that a Uni-
versity of Otago College of Education 
lecturer suggests, incredibly enough, 
in a recent Alumni magazine, that, we 
should forget about teaching literacy 

in favour of “rethinking what literacy 
is…” replacing it by purely visual 
“texts” – such as DVDs, video clips, 
posters, etc? The education ministry 
itself – which should have been closed 
down as soon as this was suggested – 
will settle for text messaging.

This is far from the quest for excel-
lence supposedly made available to all 
from the age of five upwards. 

The saddest thing about removing 
subjects and content of real value in 
our schools this last half century is that 
already disadvantaged children are 
most cheated. The children of parents 
well-taught themselves are naturally 
advantaged.

Moreover, most damaging of all is 
the increasing sexualisation of younger 
and younger girls and boys by the 
radicalized and pernicious Family 
Planning organization pushing damag-
ing sex “education” into schools – and 
the downward creep of the pop/rock 
world into primary schools – although 
studies show what informed parents 
have well known – that the highly 
sexualised pop world is even more of a 
threat to young children than hard-
core pornography. 

Schools should be boycotting the 
SmokeFreeRockQuest, aggressively 
marketed by those profiting by the 
ease with which too many principals 
and teachers can be persuaded to point 

children towards a destabilising lifestyle 
where the crudest are most celebrated. 
But what about the fact that the revolt-
ing Madonnas, Lady Gagas and Miley 
Cyruses, antagonistic to any wholesome 
concept of womanhood, offend against 
the innocence of children?

However, what can we expect when 
fishnet-clad teachers at a local primary 
school, dressed like call-girls, “revel” 
in a “slightly risqué-cabaret extrava-
ganza” for parents – and no doubt any 
of their pupils attending. “The show 
probably pushes the edges like (sic) 
most parents and teachers normally do. 
That’s part of the fun of it.”

All around us is graphically illus-
trated the success of the dumbing 
down of education and of actual 
thinking processes, and the undermin-
ing of standards this half-century. Are 
we now, in crucial areas, a genuinely 
stupid country?
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Matthew Flannagan

I was recently on a panel at Auckland University where an audience member raised 
the issue during the Q&A of religious pluralism.  The issue is commonly raised as a 
rhetorical challenge, “isn’t it arrogant to believe Jesus is the only way?”

What if Christianity is true?

I was recently on a panel at Auckland 
University where an audience member 
raised the issue during the Q&A of 
religious pluralism. The issue is com-
monly raised as a rhetorical challenge, 
“isn’t it arrogant to believe Jesus is 
the only way?” In a world where there 
exists widespread religious pluralism, 
where there are people who are just 
as intelligent, educated, and ostensi-
bly as sincere as we are who hold to 
and practice a different religion to 
Christianity or no religion at all, how 
can a Christian maintain that she is 
right and everyone else is wrong. Isn’t 
believing that Jesus is the only way 
simply arrogant?

In addressing this question I will 
first make three preliminary comments 
to identify what the issues are. Then, I 
will sketch three lines of response.

First some preliminaries. As a matter 
of logic, if you affirm some proposition 
then you must reject the negation or 
denial of that proposition. Contradic-
tory claims cannot both be true. It 

follows from this that in so far as one 
accepts the teachings of a religion 
like Christianity are true, as opposed 
to accepting the teachings for purely 
pragmatic reasons, one is rationally 
committed to rejecting claims that 
contradict this teaching. If one accepts 
God exists then it follows that one 
will believe that atheism, the denial of 
God’s existence, is false. If God created 
the world then the claim the world is 
not created is false. If Jesus died by 
crucifixion then the claim he did not 
exist or he died some other way is false. 
If there will be a final resurrection 
from the dead where people are judged 
for their actions then the claim there 
is no afterlife is false. So, if one accepts 
Christianity is true then one has to 
believe that other religions and per-
spectives that contradict Christianity 
are false; failure to believe this would 
be irrational.

Second, accepting Christianity is 
true does not commit one to holding 
that there is no truth or value or good 

in other religions but it does commit 
one to the claim that these religions are 
mistaken where their teachings contra-
dict the teachings of Christianity. This 
is significant as there are many issues 
on which different religions agree with 
Christianity, which makes them com-
patible with Christian teaching. 

Consider, for example Islam. Mus-
lims believe there is only one God 
whom they call Allah. Allah is the 
Arabic word for God and was used 
by Christians to refer to God before 
the time of Mohamed. Muslims also 
believe that God is the creator and 
sustainer of the world. They believe 
God is all powerful, all knowing and 
has certain traits such as being just 
and merciful. Muslims believe God 
will judge all people and there will be 
a general resurrection of the dead. In 
all these things, Christians agree with 
them. 

Similarly, there are issues where 
Islam teaches about the way we should 
live that are perfectly compatible 
with Christian teachings, and which 
are arguably admirable given the 
standard Christian teachings on the 
same things. Muslims believe that one 
should give a third of one’s income 
to the poor, that one should pray five 
times a day. 

On the other hand, Islamic theology 
teaches things that are incompatible 
with central Christian doctrines. Mus-
lims deny the Trinity, deny that Jesus 

The questioner might add, ‘doesn’t the 
fact that so many other people do not hold 

these beliefs, and often hold contrary 
beliefs, make faith of this sort some kind of 

arrogant bluster? 
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was the son of God, deny that Jesus 
was crucified and that he rose from the 
dead. They affirm that Mohamed is the 
final and ultimate prophet of Allah. 
Accepting Christianity commits one 
to denying these claims but not the 
former ones.

What this shows is that Christians 
can accept that other religions and 
beliefs, and philosophers and theolo-
gians from within those traditions, can 
gain and appropriate genuine insight 
into the nature of God and his will 
for human kind. In fact, the Christian 
scriptures affirm this. In the first chap-
ter of Romans the Apostle Paul states 
that “since the creation of the world 
God’s invisible qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature – have been 
clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse.” Paul goes on to 
observe that this knowledge has been 
corrupted by Greco-Roman society 
but the point is that even behind such 
distortions is genuine insight of which 
the Pagans are aware. In his sermon on 
Mars Hill in Athens, Paul states: 

“God did this so that they would seek 
him and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though he is not far from 
any one of us. ‘For in him we live and 
move and have our being.’ As some of 
your own poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.” 

Paul here quotes two Ancient Greek, 
Pagan writers. The first is Epimenides, 
a famous Cretan poet known for writ-
ing a hymn to Zeus. The second is a 
Stoic philosopher, Aratus, who wrote 
that all people are indebted to Zeus 
because we are Zeus’ offspring. Paul’s 
point here is that what these pagan 
writers say about their God, on these 
occasions, is correct. The Ancient 
Greeks acquired valid insights about 
God, which Paul’s audience should 
respond to. 

So we see that accepting Christianity 
as true does not commit one to reject-
ing all other religions as worthless and 
devoid of insight. Also that, simply as 
a matter of logic, if Christianity is true 
then any religion or philosophy must 
be false in so far as it contradicts the 
teachings of Christianity. Accepting 
Christianity as true requires one to 
reject as false a whole plurality of alter-



48 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Dec 13/Jan 2014

native views both religious and non-
religious. It was this that the questioner 
at the panel I spoke at objected to. He is 
not alone in objecting to this. As I said 
at the outset, this is a common objec-
tion that comes up often.

So what exactly is the problem? The 
basic idea is that it is arrogant, dog-
matic, irrational, bigoted, arbitrary, 
and so on, to claim that Christianity is 
true in the face of pervasive religious 
pluralism. The fact of religious plural-
ism tells us that there are numerous 
people in the world equally as intelli-
gent as you and I, often just as osten-
sibly sincere as we are, and that these 
people are not obviously more or less 
virtuous than we are and they reject 
the fundamental teachings of Christi-
anity. The fact that affirming Christi-
anity involves adopting an epistemic 
stance that contradicts stances taken 
by so many other people is seen as 
arrogant.

This is particularly so if one believes, 
as I do, that certain Christian beliefs 
are properly basic, that is, that one can 
rationally assert them independently of 
any proof of their veracity, and in the 
absence of some demonstration from 
premises all rational people accept 
regardless of their religious faith, to 
the conclusion that Christianity is true. 
The questioner might add, ‘doesn’t 
the fact that so many other people do 
not hold these beliefs, and often hold 
contrary beliefs, make faith of this sort 
some kind of arrogant bluster? Isn’t it 
arbitrary for you to assume that your 
particular faith is true and every-
one else’s beliefs are incorrect?”

In a short piece I can’t get into all 
the ins and outs of the debate about 
pluralism, but I will make three quick 
points which I think are helpful in 
addressing this.

The first point I will make is that 
affirming a particular position is true 
in the face of widespread pluralism 
is not a problem limited to religion. 
People often raise the spectre of 
pluralism is a religious context, but if 
there is a problem here then it applies 
in numerous other contexts as well. 
Consider various moral beliefs people 
hold about how a just society should be 
ordered. There is widespread plurality 
of answers to this question, such as lib-
ertarianism, socialism, conservatism, 
liberalism or Marxism. Similarly, there 
is widespread pluralism about how best 
to understand morality; should we be 
utilitarians, deontologists, virtue ethi-
cists, natural law theorists, should we 
believe in rights, or should we be nihil-
ists or moral skeptics? Is abortion justi-
fied? Is capital punishment just? Should 
we be pacifists or ‘just war’ theorists? 
What about affirmative action? What’s 
the best way to understand equality 
and liberty? On all these issues there 
is a widespread pluralism of positions 
held by people as intelligent, genuine 
and educated as we are. If it is arro-
gant to adopt a particular answer to a 
religious question, such as does God 
exist? in the face of widespread plural-
ism then it must be equally arrogant to 
adopt an answer to the questions I have 
just raised.

Some sceptics contend that all moral 
questions are ultimately unknow-
able or subjective and we should limit 
what we accept as true to the natural 
sciences where there is a solid consen-
sus on many fundamental issues. The 
problem is the purported consensus 
here is not as solid as such sceptics sup-
pose. While there is broad consensus 
on what is the best scientific theory in 
physics and biology, there is no consen-
sus on what this tells us about reality. 

In philosophy of science there is 
watershed disagreement between real-
ists; there are those who believe that 
scientific theories offer accurate, or 
approximately accurate, descriptions of 
reality and there are anti-realists who 
argue scientific theories must pro-
vide empirical, adequate models that 
solve theoretical problems but do not 
accurately describe reality. Highly edu-
cated, scientifically informed, philo-
sophically astute people can be found 
on both sides of these issues. So if one 
is going to claim a particular scientific 
theory is true they are doing so in the 
face of widespread pluralism. 

Even if we (arbitrarily) limit our-
selves to religious pluralism the same 
problem emerges. There are forms 
of Buddhism which hold that no self 
exists and no enduring objects exist, 
there are forms of Hinduism that claim 
all apparent objects are really an illu-
sion and everything is really one. So to 
simply believe in your own existence 
or in the existence of chairs and tables 
is to adopt a position contrary to some 
religious views that make up the plu-
ralism of our world. 

The history of philosophy has shown 
that if one starts from a presumption of 
scepticism towards these sorts of com-
mitments it is very difficult to come up 
with sound non-circular arguments for 
the existence of the self or the existence 
of physical objects. Without making 
such assumptions the claim that con-
temporary scientific theories are true 
cannot be justified.

The objection based on religious plu-
ralism proves too much. Accepting any 
philosophical position of any substance 
involves taking a stance in the face of 
widespread pluralism; few sceptics are 
willing or able to embrace the implica-
tions of this.

A second point I’d like to make is 
that the claim that it is arrogant to 
claim that Christianity is true in the 
face of pervasive religious pluralism 
appears to be self-refuting. This objec-
tion is based on the following assump-
tion: it is arrogant to believe a propo-
sition in the absence of proof if other 
intelligent, educated people do not hold 
that proposition.

An immediate problem with this 
assumption is that the assumption 
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itself is a  proposition that many intelli-
gent, educated people do not hold – the 
literature on epistemological disagree-
ment and religious pluralism shows 
there are many who reject this view; 
hence, if the assumption is true then it 
is arrogant to believe the assumption 
without proof. Neither I nor the propo-
nent of this assumption can therefore 
rationally accept it.

Finally there is an obvious incoher-
ence in accepting this kind of objec-
tion. Suppose, for the sake of argu-
ment, I accepted that it is arbitrary to 
accept Christianity is true in the face 
of widespread pluralism. What then 
should I do? Presumably I should cease 
to believe Christianity is true. But if I 
do this, aren’t I adopting a position that 

is contrary to that held by many intel-
ligent educated people? What about the 
many Christians, for example, who do 
not reject the Christian faith? 

Perhaps instead of counselling me to 
reject Christianity as true the objec-
tor rather contends I should suspend 
judgement. But now I am taking up a 
stance of agnosticism. Agnosticism is 
a position rejected by many intelligent, 
educated people; consider all the intel-
ligent, educated theists and atheists out 
there who reject agnosticism. 

This objection cannot be coherently 
accepted.

I think these points take much of the 
sting out of the charge of arrogance in 
the face of religious pluralism. To take 
a stance on any philosophical issue of 

any substance is to take up a stance 
that is contradicted by a pluralism of 
other views. Moreover, the objection 
appears to be based on a self-refuting 
assumption and it contains fundamen-
tal incoherences. Being humble means 
we should be aware of our fallibility 
and of the possibility we could be 
mistaken; we should avoid persecut-
ing or treating with contempt all other 
religions or dismissing out of hand 
everything they teach as mistaken. 
However, once all this is said and done, 
if we are convinced that Christianity 
is true then logic dictates we have to 
reject those religious and philosophi-
cal claims contrary to Christianity as 
being false. There is nothing arrogant 
about this.


