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W hat was once a hidden 
 agenda has now become an 
open secret: as efforts to brow-

beat the public into believing in climate 
change fail, scientists are now openly calling 
for a new World Government to force people 
to make changes and accept new climate 
taxes.

The 2009 edition of my book Air Con was 
the first mainstream publication to directly 
link the climate change scare to globalisa-
tion and world government agendas. How-
ever, now increasingly-pressured scientists 
have broken cover and openly called for an 
authoritarian world government to be imple-
mented to force climate change acceptance 
on the world’s population.

Where persuasion has failed because the 
evidence doesn’t stack up, the global forces 
hoping to make a financial killing from 
climate change laws have convinced their 
scientific sock-puppets to make a political 
case for global governance.

Earlier this month, 32 scientists published 
just such a call in the journal Science, and 
now, Under the heading “Effective World 
Government will be needed to Stave Off 
Climate Catastrophe”, the journal Scientific 
American also makes the case:

“I’ve come to the conclusion that the 
technical details are the easy part. It’s the 
social engineering that’s the killer. Moon 
shots and Manhattan Projects are child’s 
play compared to needed changes in the way 
we behave.

“A policy article authored by several dozen 
scientists appeared online March 15 in Sci-
ence to acknowledge this point: “Human 

societies must now change course and steer 
away from critical tipping points in the 
Earth system that might lead to rapid and 
irreversible change. This requires funda-
mental reorientation and restructuring 
of national and international institutions 
toward more effective Earth system gover-
nance and planetary stewardship.”

“The authors called for a “constitutional 
moment” at the upcoming 2012 U.N. 
Conference on Sustainable Development 
in Rio in June to reform world politics and 
government.

“Among the proposals: a call to replace 
the largely ineffective U.N. Commission on 
Sustainable Development with a council that 
reports to the U.N. General Assembly.

“Unfortunately, far more is needed. To 
be effective, a new set of institutions would 
have to be imbued with heavy-handed, 
transnational enforcement powers.”

This latest call, and the approach of Rio 
2012, dovetails almost perfectly with an 
agenda document published by Socialist 
International in 2005 as a high-level briefing 
document for the United Nations.

This is not about the theme from Twilight 
Zone, this is simply about following the 
power and the money and the old adage, cui 
bono – who benefits? The push for World 
Government is no longer a ‘conspiracy 
theory’ but an inconvenient fact. The only 
question now is how much input into the 
debate the public would like to have.

The real agenda
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Now increasingly-pressured scientists 

have broken cover and openly called for an 
authoritarian world government to be 

implemented to force climate change 
acceptance on the world’s population

http://www.amazon.com/Air-Seriously-Inconvenient-Warming-ebook/dp/B0053CZLE0/ref=tmm_kin_title_0?ie=UTF8&m=A3QI763M62X7GQ
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SUSPECTED MURDERER WANTED 
BY SCHOOL
Whatever happened to John Gordon 
Abbot?

That is a BIG topic of conversation right 
now as our Grad Class of 1972 is entering 
into our 40th Year.

I am heading the Lost and Found Com-
mittee, with a list of past students to 
locate.

Apparently you located his whereabouts 
for us but he is still lost.

We have talked about placing an 
information page John Abbott for general 
conversation.

Kind of a touchy subject, but how 
many grad classes can boast of having a 
psychotic genius millionaire university lec-
turer, who is also a convicted felon, murder 
suspect, and escaped felon, among their 
ranks?

I would like to acknowledge him at least 
with an invitation to our celebration.

I have an idea that he will not attend, 
but he might respond to us if we send the 
invite anyway, even if it is in Japanese.

Could you please direct me to the exact 
university that he is teaching in so I may 
send the invite in that direction?

I believe that your interests in John 
Abbott story could be sparked. We have 
read your story and are currently chat-
ting about John Abbott our old classmate. 
There is more than one picture of him. Our 
year book for one, and a poem that was 
published back in grade 11..1971

Classmates have memories of dress. 
Example an embroidered flag of Japan on 
the back of his blue jeans  1970 – 72.

Back then the Home Room / Roll Call 
was in Alphabetical order last names by 
Division A – C etc. John was in my home 
room.

Hoping this info you can add to your 
paperwork of John. I would enjoy the 
Film if it ever came out.

Rod Bojechko
Canada

EDITOR’S RESPONSE
If we see the elusive Mr Abbott, we’ll 
be sure to pass on your invitation. Last 
heard he was hiding in England. 

COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Causa mortis

“Life is immense,” wrote Rab Tagore,

That’s “Prano virat,” in Sanskrit

Death is quite trivial, and a bore,

Why not stop resurrecting it?

The Lives of Others run along

Recorded in the files or sands

These others who once held me down

With knotted brows and clotted hands.

And when they die, do I bob up

Like cork from rotted nets released?

To hog the surface for a while

To write the menu, host the feast?

Or do I simply stay below,

Observing coral’s near-kinship

With such a fragile wood as I?

It’s hard to think it’s worth the trip.

Life is immense, and splendid, too

We lose the detail in the slaughter

The masculine desire to lead

The pack, the press, the doctor’s daughter

Obituaries rarely state -

One cause of death invokes them all

Whichever organ shuts your gate,

Pathology means feeling small.

Greig Fleming

Poetry
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I’m in London this month (again), hav-
 ing just attended the 61st Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Seminar on 

Practice and Procedure at Westminster. 
There were 50 delegates from 29 countries, 
three of us from New Zealand.

I was here only six weeks ago, as regular 
readers will recall, and it’s still a long way 
to come. Since becoming a politician in 
November it seems I’m spending half my life 
on aeroplanes, but this is the first time ever 
that I’ve been right up the pointy end, the 
comfy bit with the lie down seats and the 
metal cutlery and the expensive wine, so I 
have to say a big and genuine thank-you to 
you the taxpayer for shouting me the trip. I 
will do my best to make it worth your while.

And I think it is worthwhile. To my own 
surprise I have discovered a relevance to the 
Commonwealth which I genuinely wasn’t 
expecting to find, in this day and age where 
old Mother Britain’s focus is ever more Euro-
centric, and more countries within what was 
once the Empire are now republics than not. 
We have more in common with Pomgolia’s 
other former colonies than I suspect many of 
us realised, this writer included.

Now don’t get me wrong, Prosser hasn’t 
suddenly morphed into some touchy-feely 
internationalist, embracing of all things won-
derful about developing nations. There are 
still problems aplenty facing some of the less 
advanced among our Family of States, and a 
long way to go for many of them before a true 
functioning representative democracy can be 
said to have been achieved.

But they are trying to get there, their atten-
dance of the abovementioned seminar being 

testament to that desire. And perhaps more 
telling was the inclusion of a couple of ter-
ritories which are not part of the Common-
wealth, but who look upon the institution as 
the model of choice to be followed in their 
search for a fair and effective Parliamentary 
and Governmental regime. Indeed several 
countries which were never British colonies 
are in the process of applying to join the new 
fraternity that the Empire has become.

Naturally I was not surprised by how 
close the practices and procedures of our 
own Parliament, and those of several other 
nations and jurisdictions, are to the Brit-
ish model on which they are based. I was 
surprised, however, at how willing the Poms 
seem to be, to examine and adopt certain of 
the innovations to those systems that have 
been developed by New Zealand, and by the 
national and regional assemblies of Austra-
lia and Canada. And there are concepts with 
which the Brits are beginning to experiment 
that I believe we may be able to gain some 
benefit from as well, which I will certainly 
be raising with my Parliamentary colleagues 
from across the House.

In name and intention, the nations of 
Deepest Wogistan ostensibly have the same 
structures, and follow the same rituals, as 
do the members of the Old Commonwealth, 
New Zealand included; and yes, by that I 
do mean the white countries, and I can get 
away with saying that because everyone 
knows I’m not PC and therefore unafraid to 
draw the distinction. In practice, however, 
their delegates ruefully recounted tales of 
nepotism, corruption, tribal affiliations, and 
other departures from the accepted norms 

Birds of a feather

Your scribe has long held a belief that 
the sharing and appreciation of culture 

should be high on the list of desirable 
attributes for would-be migrants to 

New Zealand, and often incurred the wrath 
of the politically correct for so thinking

Richard Prosser
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of civilised behaviour which we ourselves take for granted, and 
which we work to maintain and uphold with every action con-
scious and subconscious.

So there are aspects of history and commonality which bind 
us together, but there are also realities of like and familiarity 
which set us apart. We socialised after work, as delegates to any 
Conference are wont to do; taking the sights of London, sharing 
meals, swapping notes over a few cleansing ales at the house 
bar. But we didn’t really mingle. Neither by accident nor design, 
but rather I think guided by something more subconscious, 
the representatives from New Zealand, Australia, and Canada 
hung out together, while the Africans largely went off and did 
their own thing. There was nothing spoken or pre-ordained in 
the way this unfolded; people simply coalesced where and with 
whom they felt most comfortable. And it wasn’t a racial divide 
either, but one of nations based on similarity of culture. Even in 
a melting pot, there are, it would seem, areas of distinct flavour.

I have a point, of course, and I’m getting to it. In any meet-
ing of peoples and nations there is an inevitable discussion 
around the makeup of societies, and the relative ease, or not, 
with which citizens choose, and are permitted, to move and to 
assimilate between them.

Your scribe has long held a belief that the sharing and 
appreciation of culture should be high on the list of desirable 
attributes for would-be migrants to New Zealand, and often 
incurred the wrath of the politically correct for so thinking. As 
readers would expect, I don’t care. I know my outlook is shared 
by many if not most of the mainstream of middle New Zealand, 
and in the light of that, accusations of racism are water off a 
duck’s back for your favourite commentator. I know it’s rubbish, 
and I’m not fussed who thinks otherwise. 

We will probably always need, as I have remarked before, a 
level of immigration into New Zealand. I make no apology for 
proclaiming that such immigration should be constrained in 
number by the requirements of our society, and confined in 
nature to those migrants who most closely resemble and under-
stand the defining features and idiosyncrasies of our flock.

Some people from some societies around the world are 
more like us than others. Some speak English, solely or at least 
alongside something else right from the cradle; some celebrate 
Christmas, while others do not. Some drink cold beer and go to 
the footy at the weekends, while others are stoned to death for 
consuming alcohol or water-cannoned for daring to resist the 
bulldozing of their homes. Some burn steak on the BBQ in the 
backyard, others burn effigies in the streets. I think you get my 
point. Millions of people from all around the world would like 
to come and live in peaceable, affluent New Zealand. We don’t 
need many of them, and we can afford to be choosy. 

Top of the list, beyond desirable qualifications and essen-
tial skills, should be language, in my book. Standing in the 
queue for Customs and Immigration at Heathrow with all the 
other “foreigners” – being a representative of the New Zealand 
Parliament meant, paradoxically, that this visit is the first time 
I have entered the UK on my New Zealand passport rather 
than my British one – I was struck by the curious reality that a 
greater proportion of people in the “All Other Passports” line 
were native English speakers, than were those who sauntered 

in unquestioned through the EU turnstiles. Britain may have 
chosen to stray from her roots, but that doesn’t mean we have to 
do the same.

Second, I would posit, should be culture. In this writer’s opin-
ion, for example, an ethnic Han Chinese migrant from Hong 
Kong or Singapore should be a long way up the queue ahead of a 
Chinese mainlander who doesn’t know two words of English let 
alone the meaning of Easter, but who has purchased permanent 
residency under the National Government’s soulless, cynical, 
and morally bankrupt – if not potentially treasonous – $10 mil-
lion passports-for-sale “business migrant” scam scheme.

 In selecting the best candidates from the hordes who apply 
we owe it, to our forebears and our children both, to afford 
adequate regard to those who will pay the greatest respect and 
thereby make the greatest contribution to the continuance of 
our hard-won values and traditions.

Beyond our established Traditional Source Countries, the 
Commonwealth may not be the complete answer by any means; 
but I do believe it’s as good a place as any to start.

Richard Prosser © 2012
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I’m writing this from Australia, so, if 
 I’m not quite up to speed on recent events 
in the United States, bear with me — the 

telegraph updates are a bit slow here in the 
bush. As I understand it, Sandra Fluke is a 
young coed who attends Georgetown Law, 
and recently testified before Congress.

Oh, wait, no. Update: It wasn’t a congres-
sional hearing; the Democrats just got it up 
to look like one, like summer stock, with 
Nancy Pelosi and Harry Reid doing the 
show right here in the barn, and providing a 
cardboard set for the world premiere of Miss 
Fluke Goes to Washington, with full support-
ing cast led by Chuck Schumer strolling in 
through the French windows in tennis whites 
and drawling, “Anyone for bull****?”

Oh, and the “young coed” turns out to be 
30, which is what less evolved cultures refer 
to as early middle age. She’s a couple of years 
younger than Mozart was at the time he 
croaked, but, if the Dems are to be believed, 
the plucky little Grade 24 schoolgirl has 
already made an even greater contribution 
to humanity. She’s had the courage to stand 
up in public and demand that someone else 
(and this is where one is obliged to tiptoe 
cautiously, lest offense is given to gallant 
defenders of the good name of American 
maidenhood such as the many prestigious 
soon-to-be-former sponsors of this column 
who’ve booked Bill Maher for their corporate 
retreat with his amusing “Sarah Palin is a 
c***” routine . . . )

Where was I? Oh, yes. The brave middle-
aged schoolgirl had the courage to stand up 
in public and demand that someone else pay 
for her sex life.

Well, as noted above, she’s attending 
Georgetown, a nominally Catholic seat of 
learning, so how expensive can that be? Alas, 
Georgetown is so nominally Catholic that 
the cost of her sex life runs to three grand – 
and, according to the star witness, 40 percent 
of female students “struggle financially” 
because of the heavy burden of maintain-
ing a respectable level of premarital sex at a 
Jesuit institution.

As I said, I’m on the other side of the 
planet, so maybe I’m not getting this. But I’d 
say the core issue here is not religious liberty 
– which in these Godless times the care-
less swing voter now understands as a code 
phrase meaning that uptight Republicans 
who can’t get any action want to stop you 
getting any, too.

Nor is the core issue liberty in its more 
basic sense – although it would certainly sur-
prise America’s founders that their republic 
of limited government is now the first nation 
in the developed world to compel private 
employers to fully fund the sex lives of their 
employees.

Nor is it even the distinctively American 
wrinkle the Republic of Paperwork has given 
to governmentalized health care, under 
which the “right to privacy” the Supreme 
Court claimed to have discovered in Gris-
wold v. Connecticut and Roe v. Wade will 
now lead to thousands and thousands of 
self-insuring employers keeping computer 
records of the morning-after pills and herpes 
medication racked up by Miss Jones on 
reception.

Nor is the issue that America has 
30-year-old schoolkids – or even 30-year-

Mark Steyn

The Fluke charade

Ask the Greeks how easy it is for insolvent 
nations to wean the populace off unaffordable 

nanny-state lollipops: When even casual 
sex requires a state welfare program, 

you’re pretty much done for
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old schoolkids who expect 
someone else to pick up the 
tab for their extracurricular 
activities, rather than doing 
a paper route and a bit of 
yard work to save up for 
their first IUD, as we did 
back in my day. After all, the 
human right to government-
mandated free contraception 
is as American as apple pie 
and far healthier for you. In 
my most recent book, I quote 
one of Sandra Fluke’s fellow 
geriatrics gamboling in the 
groves of academe and com-
plaining to the Washington 
Post about the quality of free 
condoms therein:

“If people get what they 
don’t want, they are just 
going to trash them,” said T 
Squalls, 30, who attends the University of the District of Colum-
bia. “So why not spend a few extra dollars and get what people 
want?” 

All of us are born with the unalienable right to life, liberty, 
and a lifetime supply of premium ribbed silky-smooth ultra-
sensitive spermicidal lubricant condoms. No taxation without 
rubberization, as the Minutemen said. The shot heard round the 
world, and all that.

Nor is the core issue that, whatever the merits of govern-
ment contraception, America is the Brokest Nation in History 
– although the Fluke story is a useful reminder that the distinc-
tion between fiscal and social conservatism is generally false. As 
almost all those fashionable split-the-difference fiscally conser-
vative/socially liberal governors from George Pataki to Califor-
nia’s pathetically terminated Terminator eventually discover, 
their social liberalism comes with a hell of a price tag. Ask the 
Greeks how easy it is for insolvent nations to wean the populace 
off unaffordable nanny-state lollipops: When even casual sex 
requires a state welfare program, you’re pretty much done for.

No, the most basic issue here is not religious morality, 
individual liberty, or fiscal responsibility. It’s that a society in 
which middle-aged children of privilege testify before the most 
powerful figures in the land to demand state-enforced funding 
for their sex lives at a time when their government owes more 
money than anyone has ever owed in the history of the planet is 
quite simply nuts. As stark staring nuts as the court of Ranava-
lona, the deranged nymphomaniac queen of Madagascar at 
whose funeral the powder keg literally went up, killing dozens 
and burning down three royal palaces. Indeed, one is tempted 
to arrange an introduction between “T Squalls, 30,” now 32 
going on 33, and Sandra Fluke, 30 going on 31, like a skillfully 
negotiated betrothal between two royal houses in medieval 
Europe. The student prince would bring to the marriage his 
impressive fortune of a decade’s worth of Trojan Magnums, 
while the Princess Leia would have a dowry of index-linked RU 

486s settled upon her by HHS the Margravine of Sebelius. They 
would not be required to produce an heir.

Insane as this scenario is, the Democrat-media complex 
insists that everyone take it seriously. When it emerged the 
other day that Amanda Clayton, a 24-year-old Michigan 
million-dollar-lottery winner, still receives $200 of food stamps 
every month, even the press and the bureaucrats were obliged to 
acknowledge the ridiculousness. Yet the same people are deter-
mined that Sandra Fluke be treated with respect as a pioneering 
spokesperson for the rights of the horizontally challenged.

Sorry, I pass. “Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom,” 
wrote Benjamin Franklin in 1784. In the absence of religious 
virtue, sexual virtue, and fiscal virtue, one might trust to the 
people’s sense of sheer preposterousness to reject the official 
narrative of the Fluke charade. Yet even that is not to be permit-
ted. Full disclosure: I will be guest-hosting for Rush Limbaugh 
this Monday, so it would not be appropriate for me to comment 
here on Rush’s intervention. But let me say this. Almost every 
matter of the moment boils down to the same story: The Left’s 
urge to narrow the bounds of public discourse and insist that 
“conventional wisdom” unknown to the world the day before 
yesterday is now as unquestionable as the laws of physics. Noth-
ing that Rush said is as weird or as degrading as what Sandra 
Fluke and the Obama administration are demanding. And any 
freeborn citizen should reserve the right to point that out as 
loudly and as often as possible.

Mark Steyn, a National Review columnist, is the author of After 
America: Get Ready for Armageddon. 

© 2012 Mark Steyn

n Sandra Fluke, a third-year law student at Georgetown Univer-
sity speaks with Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md.; House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.; Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y.; and 
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-D.C., after testifying to the House 
Democratic Steering and Policy Committee's hearing on women's 
health. /Chris Maddaloni/CQ Roll Call/NEWSCOM

http://www.steynonline.com/
http://www.nationalreview.com/redirect/amazon.p?j=1596981008
http://www.nationalreview.com/redirect/amazon.p?j=1596981008
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If there’s one thing Mary regrets, it’s the day she saw 
a terrified young woman on Kawau Island and chose “not to 
get involved”. The time was May 1989, and the young woman 
was a Swedish tourist named Heidi Paakkonen. Now, 23 years 
after Paakkonen and her boyfriend Urban Hoglin disappeared, 
IAN WISHART has written Missing Pieces, the first book to 
concentrate exclusively on the Swedish tourists’ case. In it, 
he picks up the trail where Metro and TVNZ Sunday left off…

MISSING PIECES
 the Tamihere/Swedish tourists jigsaw 

 A new book pieces together 
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The beat of the chopper 
blades above our heads 
thumped the vegetation 
on the bluff, forcing it to 
bow in submission to the 
machine; the huge down-

draft buffeting away the fingers of fog 
that had licked the peak as we landed.

“This is the spot,” the pilot’s voice 
crackled in our earpieces. “Make your 
way down the slope, the body is at the 
foot of the bluff.”

It was October 1991, and we were the 
first media to visit the gravesite of Sven 
Urban Hoglin. It was so fresh there was 
no police tape, and no overnight guard 
on site. In the middle of dense bush 
southwest of Whangamata, detectives 
probably figured they didn’t need a scene 
guard overnight. But they hadn’t figured 
on a 3 News chopper.

It was eerily quiet as we paid silent 
respects to the dead 23 year old. Hav-
ing followed the case from the get-go, it 
was a dramatic new twist. David Wayne 
Tamihere had been convicted of double 
murder based on evidence at his trial that 
police insisted proved the Swedes had 
been killed on the other side of the Coro-
mandel ranges, some 70 kilometres away. 
This was a very strange place to find the 
body then. Even stranger, Urban’s skeletal 
wrist was still wearing its watch. Some-
body was going to have a lot of explaining 
to do.

The enduring case of David Tamihere 
and the murdered Swedish tourists has 
been in the news a lot recently. A maga-
zine and TV interview both canvassed 
Tamihere’s claim of innocence, but relied 
on evidence 21 years old – the items dug 
up with Urban Hoglin’s body when it 
was found at Wentworth Valley all those 
years ago. 

Only Investigate magazine has con-
tinued active investigative work on the 
case, the results of which you are about to 
discover, but first a brief history lesson.

The entire police case against David 
Wayne Tamihere and his successful con-
viction for double murder came down to 
three key issues.

1. A watch Tamihere had given to his 
young son which police insisted was 
Urban Hoglin’s watch, stolen from his 
dead body.
2. Tamihere’s admission that he had 

stolen the couple’s 1970s Subaru Leone 
stationwagon.
3. An alleged sighting of Tamihere with 
Heidi Paakkonen at Crosbie’s Clearing, 
deep in the Coromandel bush by two 
trampers, John Cassidy and Theodore 
Knauf.
Items one and two were easily estab-

lished by the Crown in Tamihere’s High 
Court trial – Tamihere had already 
admitted to taking the Swedes’ car and 
selling some of their property, so cir-
cumstantially it seemed obvious that if 
Hoglin’s family believed it was Urban’s 
watch in Tamihere’s possession also, then 
it probably was.

Item three was slightly more problem-
atic for the Crown, because they only 
had one sighting of Tamihere with Heidi 
(none with Hoglin), and defence lawyers 
were kicking up merry hell about the 
integrity of the one sighting because ini-
tially the two trampers failed to identify 
Tamihere from a photo lineup as the 
man they saw. It was only after police 
later paraded a now-bearded Tamihere in 
front of news media and TV and news-
paper photographers that the trampers 
decided he might have been the man with 
the blonde woman.

In court cases where identification is 
critically important, police normally do 
their best not to corrupt the memories of 
their witnesses, but in this case police did 
the opposite, making sure that Tami-
here’s face was so closely associated with 
the missing Swedes in the public mind 
that people would automatically make 
the connection.

Reading this story over your shoul-
der are the families of Urban Hoglin 
and Heidi Paakkonen back in Sweden. 
They’ve been following recent develop-
ments in the case, particularly after 
Swedish newspapers linked to the Investi-
gateDaily website last month. 

Perhaps the saddest thing is that police 
desperation to pin the crime on David 
Tamihere may have ruined their oppor-
tunity to really discover what happened 
to their loved ones, because witness 
memory contamination is recognised as a 
devastating problem.

A University of Sydney research team 
calls it “false memory syndrome” and 
says it happens when witnesses share 
their memories of an incident and con-

fuse each other, leading to a common 
story than often contains “details of an 
event that did not actually occur”. Two 
trampers see a woman who “might” be 
Heidi with a man. Initially they say no, it 
was not Tamihere. Under intense police 
questioning they are asked to think 
again, and they do, talking to each other. 
Then police arrange for Tamihere’s face 
to be plastered all over the news, and 
then police invite the two witnesses to be 
present as Tamihere is led, in handcuffs, 
to court to face charges relating to the 
disappearance. Again, police ask, do you 
recognise this man. This time, they do. 
The power of suggestion.

Armed with that tenous and arguably 
false memory identification, the police 
then post pictures of Tamihere all over 
the Coromandel peninsula asking the 
public, “have you seen this man and these 
missing tourists?”

But what if Tamihere was not the 
killer? Too late for the truth to emerge, 
because police had now forced every 
person on the Coromandel to think it 
was Tamihere they saw. Yet, as you will 
shortly discover, there is a new and much 
more likely suspect for the murder of 
Urban Hoglin.

Realising that their one dubious wit-
ness sighting was problematic, the officer 
in charge of the investigation, Detec-
tive Inspector John Hughes, arranged 
for some jailhouse confession evidence. 
Those of us who sat through the trial 
were amazed to hear not one, but three 
cellmates of David Tamihere each 
testifying that this reclusive “loner” (in 
the words of Crown Prosecutors) had 
nonetheless sung like a canary at the first 
opportunity in each of the three different 
jail cells he’d been in.

The informants – I spoke to one – were 
expecting favourable treatment on other 
charges, or early release, in return for 
giving evidence.

One witness testified how Tamihere 
had confessed to chopping off Hoglin’s 
head. Another said he had chopped up 
Urban and Heidi and dumped their body 
parts in the ocean, while another said 
he had tied and sodomised Urban while 
Heidi – tied to a tree – was forced to 
watch, and then killed him by bashing his 
head in.

If a jury were presented with three sup-
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posed jail cell confessions today, espe-
cially three such conflicting ones, they’d 
probably laugh all the way to a not guilty 
verdict the same day. Back in the early 
90s, however, juries still had faith in the 
integrity of police investigations.

Even so, the discovery of Hoglin’s body 
70 kilometres away from where the jury 
had been told he was killed should have 
given rise to a new trial, because it did 
not fit the story the jury had prosecuted 
on. The discovery of Urban still wearing 
his watch meant the watch Tamihere had 
given his son obviously was not stolen 
from the dead Swede. There was no 
longer any proof that Tamihere had ever 
met Urban.

Above all, however, the discovery of 
Urban’s body meant all three secret wit-
nesses had lied to the jury. The head was 
on the body, so clearly Urban had not 

been beheaded. In fact 
he had no head injuries, 
so clearly he had not 
been murdered by a bash 
to the head. The fact that 
hunters were able to dis-
cover a body at all clearly 
proved Urban had not 
been chopped up and 
thrown into the ocean.

Despite all of these 
planks in the case fall-
ing over, the Court of 
Appeal refused to allow 
a retrial, clinging as 
they did to the supposed 
positive identification 
of Tamihere and Heidi 
by the two trampers, 
Cassidy and Knauf, and 
its apparent corrobora-
tion by Secret Witness 
A. Colin Nicholson QC, 
a now-retired judge 

who acted as Tamihere’s defence lawyer 
in 1990, remembers the appeal court’s 
straw-clutching:

“The Court of Appeal looked for other 
evidence. The first one was when, prior 
to the trial, the defence applied to the 
[trial] judge to exclude the identification 
evidence by the trampers, basically on 
the grounds that the identification evi-
dence was so suspect because it had been 
obtained by police who broke every rule 
in the book to get it.

“[Trial judge] Justice Tompkins upheld 
us and said yes, it is so unreliable and was 
obtained in such circumstances it should 
be excluded, well the Crown appealed 
to the Court of Appeal on that one, and 
that court said, ‘oh well, there’s criticism 
of it, and we would be the first to con-
demn these practices, but…in this case 
there’s other evidence’. And they relied 

strongly on the evidence that the tent was 
a blue tent and said to be unusual, and 
Tamihere had a blue tent, and the girl 
was wearing a green parka. But also they 
relied upon Secret Witness A’s evidence 
that Tamihere had allegedly said he’d 
met the couple, taken them to Crosbies, 
sodomised the man, tied him up and 
killed him, then raped the girl. Now that 
coincided with the tramper’s evidence 
that when they came upon two people – 
the guy who they say was Tamihere was 
only with a lady who fitted the descrip-
tion of Paakkonen, being blonde and 
good looking.

“But of course there again,” notes Colin 
Nicholson, “the trampers said she had 
makeup on, and fingernail and toe polish, 
whereas Paakkonen was not known to 
wear fingernail and toe polish, and only 
wear light makeup on very rare social 
occasions.”

There’s no question that trampers 
Cassidy and Knauf were sincere 
in believing what they saw, but 

there’s also very strong evidence they 
were wrong in assuming the blonde 
woman was Heidi Paakkonen, let alone 
the man being Tamihere. 

The sighting was made at a place called 
Crosbie’s Clearing on the afternoon of 
Saturday April 8, 1989, only a few days 
after Paakkonen and Hoglin had gone 
tramping near Thames. In the Crown’s 
view, Hoglin was already dead as of April 
8, if the trampers’ sighting was accurate.

However, Colin Nicholson QC says if 
that’s the case, how do we explain other 
sightings of Heidi and Urban after that 
date, on other parts of the Coromandel 
Peninsula?

“We at trial called the evidence of four 
people who basically identified either 
Hoglin and Paakkonen, or their Subaru 

Realising that their one 
dubious witness sighting was 
problematic, the officer in 
charge of the investigation, 
Detective Inspector John 
Hughes, arranged for some 
jailhouse confession evidence
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car with bullbars, either on the Saturday 
or Sunday of the weekend that the Crown 
says they were killed. 

“They were seen by the trampers (Cas-
sidy and Knauf) at about quarter past 
three on the Saturday afternoon the 8th 
of April. Now we called the evidence of 
two people who ran the campground at 
a place called Stony Bay, which is right at 
the top of Colville, that two young people 
who they identified very positively as 
Hoglin and Paakkonen came and stayed 
for at least one night in the campground.

“Now, that campground wasn’t acces-
sible by car. The closest you could get was 
Fletcher’s Bay, about two or three kilome-
tres to the north, and there was a witness 
from Fletcher’s Bay who had noticed a 
distinctive Subaru with bullbars parked 
in the carpark there, which tied in very 
neatly with what the two proprietors of 
the campground at Stony Bay said.

“So then a pair of people from Master-
ton who were driving up to their place at 
Coromandel, saw a Subaru with bullbars 
parked at a lookout point at the top of the 
road leading from Coromandel down to 
Thames. The guy was particularly inter-
ested in the Subaru because he’d never 
seen one with bullbars before – he was a 
bit of a vehicle enthusiast – and the two 
people looking out were a blonde woman 
and a young man. They didn’t see enough 
of them to be able to identify them, but 
that coincided with the version that in 
fact Hoglin and Paakkonen were not up 
at Crosbie’s Clearing on the Saturday 
afternoon as alleged by the prosecution. 
We called those people at the trial,” says 
Nicholson.

A jury prepared to believe three con-
flicting jailhouse confessions, however, 
was in no mood to give any credibility 
to defence witnesses who were ordinary 
New Zealanders, and Tamihere was con-
victed of double murder.

The Court of Appeal denied Tami-
here’s request for a retrial based 
on circular reasoning: Yes, the 

watch discovery was inconvenient. Yes, 
the body discovery location was incon-
venient. But even though the trampers 
had only identified Tamihere as a result 
of police parading him in front of the 
media as a suspect, when they’d failed 
to identify him from photos, they must 
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be correct because Secret Witness A cor-
roborates it. Retrial denied.

The decision provoked some debate 
behind the scenes in legal circles.

“There was no formal identification 
parade and the proper procedures for 
identification by photographs and an 
‘informal’ identification were not fol-
lowed,” states a report in the NZ Recent 
Law Review for 1992. “The result was the 
exercise by Tompkins J of the discretion 
to exclude the evidence of the accused 
by two witnesses whose integrity was 
unquestioned. The Court of Appeal, 
however, disagreed and … was prepared 
to overrule Tompkins J by reason of the 
quality of the questioned identification 
evidence as well as …alleged admissions 
made to his cellmates. There can be little 
doubt that the Court is weakening the 
previous strict approach.”

The Victoria University of Wellington 
Law Review for 2000 returned to this 
point and noted how the Court of Appeal 
had agonised before allowing it:

“The desirability of a properly con-
ducted identification parade has been 
repeatedly stressed,” says the Appeal 
judgement, to which the VUWLR com-
ments: “Although the identification 
evidence was admitted in Tamihere, the 
Court was very critical of the methods 
used, and felt that a parade should have 
been held prior to publicity about Tami-
here’s identity.”

There’s another aspect to this dodgy 
identification bolstered by false secret 
witness testimony: It must have been 
utterly horrific for the Paakkonen and 
Hoglin families – who attended the court 
trial – to have listened to evidence from 
Tamihere’s cellmates about all the things 
he had supposedly done to the young 
couple: rape, sodomy, butchery. What we 
now know is that the families were put 
through that ordeal by a cynical police 
force using fabricated evidence. 

How much grief did the Hoglins go 
through, hearing about beheading and 
sodomy from jailhouse informants who 
were being encouraged by police, only to 
discover it was a false claim?

The question of whether the informants 
were given a menu of things to choose 
from by police, or whether they simply 
chose to make it up as they went along, 
remains unanswered.

One of the jailhouse informants, Secret 
Witness C, later swore an affidavit con-
fessing to a set-up, allegedly instigated by 
John Hughes via an officer [S]:

“[Officer S] told me things that would be 
beneficial to the Police. [S] told me about 
the blood stains on the tent which DAVID 
WAYNE TAMIHERE had supposedly 
concealed in a hut or shed. I as (sic) told 
about sexual activities involving the 
female Swede after the male Swede’s body 
was supposedly disposed of. I was told that 
a watch belonging to the male Swede was 
given by DAVID WAYNE TAMIHERE to 
his son. I was told about trampers coming 
upon DAVID WAYNE TAMIHERE and 
the two Swede’s and that at such time the 
female Swede was visibly distressed. I may 
have been told also about a body being 
dumped at sea. [S] wanted me to say that 
all of this had been told to me by DAVID 
WAYNE TAMIHERE. [S] said he would 
return with a typed statement for me to 
sign he also said that the officer in charge 
was the former Detective John Hughes on 
whose behalf, he acted.”

But Witness C then claimed to 
a Police Complaints Authority 
investigation that he’d only made 

the above statement because he’d received 
threatening letters in prison from gang 
members ordering him to retract his trial 
testimony or “my elderly parents [would] 
be butchered”.

Despite being so terrified of the gangs 
that he apparently immediately swore a 
false affidavit, Witness C suddenly and 
cheerfully decided the gangs were no lon-
ger a threat to his elderly parents, and he 
would co-operate with police again, this 
time in a fresh statement made to police 
and signed:

“I gave evidence in the trial of David 
Wayne TAMIHERE. I gave that evidence 
on oath. The evidence given by me in that 
trial was true. 

“In a handwritten statement that I have 
already given to Superintendent CUN-
NEEN I have said that I wish to apologise 
for bringing into question the integrity 
and the credibility of the Police pertain-
ing to this matter.”

And yet, history has shown Witness C’s 
testimony at trial was untrue. So make of 
the above what you will. 

The apology from Witness C bears a 
striking resemblance to something later 
recounted in Detective Inspector John 
Hughes’ obituary, where his ability to 
rough-up and pressure criminals was 
legendary:

“As a fellow detective once put it: ‘There 
are some heavy, bad hoods out there 
who respect him to the point of fear’. 
On his retirement in 1992 Hughes was 
somewhat less than specific to the Herald 
about some of his methods, although he 
noted dryly that some criminals did not 
respond to tea and cucumber sandwiches. 
And with his boxing background he 
noted flatly: ‘Only twice in 32 years was 
I assaulted – and both regretted it very 
much and promised they would never do 
it again’.”

One can just imagine the urbane 
Hughes sidling up to Witness C in his 
cell and reminding him that he too was 
capable of visiting misfortune upon 
“elderly parents”.

This, then, is the sequence of events as 
far as Metro magazine and TVNZ Sunday 
have been able to take things. The argu-
ment for a retrial you’ve heard up to now 
is based on the above discrepancies in the 
case which, as already noted, date back to 
the discovery of Urban’s body in 1991.

You may have already begun forming 
an opinion on whether justice was served 
or whether there needs to be a retrial.

Now, however, a new book – Missing 
Pieces – is about to release information 
that no other media organisation has 
been able to obtain, the name of a poten-

How much grief did the Hoglins go 
through, hearing about beheading and 
sodomy from jailhouse informants who 
were being encouraged by police, only 
to discover it was a false claim?
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tial new suspect, and more information 
on the last movements of Heidi Paak-
konen, this new information included as 
part of a comprehensive overall review of 
the mystery.

At some point in early 1989, a 
Rotorua man who we’ll call 
“George” left, or escaped, from a 

mental health institution and made his 
way to the Coromandel gateway township 
of Waihi. Twenty-eight year old George 
stayed there long enough to become an 
occasional visitor to St Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, but one afternoon his demons 
got the better of him.

“He went into the Waihi Catholic 
Church. He said he went to have a rest, 
but he was after the donations in the 
church and he asked the priest then if he 
could have some,” recalls 87 year old Mrs 
“D”, who knew George personally as the 
son of her sister’s good friend. The chil-
dren had all attended Auckland’s Wesley 
College together.

“The priest said ‘No, I can’t give you 
this’, and he stood up and the priest knew 
he was going to chase him. He chased 
the priest outside, through the back door, 
once, twice around the church. The priest 
ran into his own place and rang police, 
and they rang George’s mother about it, 
what happened,” says Mrs D.

George, however, had fled into the 
Coromandel bush. Weeks later he turned 
up at Whitianga, on foot, carrying a 
green army surplus sleeping bag.

“When he turned up at our place I was 
talking to my dad on the deck,” recalls 
Bill D, Mrs D’s son, “and we were looking 
right down the Esplanade at Whitianga, 
and my dad said to me, ‘here comes 
trouble’. And all we could see was a black 
dot. My dad was dying of leukaemia but 
he was able to pick that up.”

It was 6.30 in the morning, and Mrs 
D says her ailing husband didn’t want 
George around.

“My husband was up and spotted him, 
and he said, ‘what the hell are you doing 
here? I don’t want you mixing with my 
sons’. He said, ‘It’s alright Martin, I’m 
only here to see your boys and I’ll be on 
my way’. I followed him out of the house 
and that’s when he told me how he’d 
walked there,” explains Mrs D.

“When he left Waihi he walked around 
the edges of the road to Whangamata, 
then from Whangamata over to Thames 
and Coromandel, then over the range to 
Whitianga. He told me. So I asked him 
where he slept. ‘Oh, I slept in the bushes’. 
But look, he was the height and he had the 
build of that fellow David Tamihere. And 
he was strong, very strong. A young fellow.”

The unstable George’s zig-zag path 
through the Coromandel could easily 
have put him in contact with the Swedes, 
either while they were tramping or alter-
natively by hitching a ride with them as 
he walked the roadsides.

Bill D, interviewed separately, says 
George seemed nervous when he showed 
up in Whitianga.

“He was quite a bit agitated, quite 
agitated. He had mood swings. He looked 
like David Tamihere. He fits the ID, he 
was the same size as David Tamihere. He 
had a beard and moustache. Looked very 
similar to David Tamihere. If you stood 
them 15 metres away you’d think they 
were related. If you got a photo of George 
and put them side by side, they’d look 
familiar.”

Bill, Mrs D and her husband Mar-
tin were due in Rotorua that day and 
couldn’t delay their departure. George 
remained at Bill’s place with Bill’s 
younger brother. When Bill returned 
from Rotorua, he was stunned to hear 

what happened while he was away.
“When we came back my brother’s 

car was missing. My young brother said 
George threatened him with a softball bat 
and said ‘I’ll smash your head in if you 
don’t give me the keys to your car’.

“He was capable of using that softball 
bat, he wouldn’t think twice. I know 
George. I know this chap. I went to 
college with him at Wesley College and 
I’ve seen the potential of how angry and 
violent he can get. And he did get violent.

“So he bolted. Took the car, took some 
of our gear, left behind this sleeping bag 
he’d brought with him.

“He then proceeded to go up to Auck-
land. Apparently he had an accident. 
There was a truck parked up on the side 
of the road, and the police officer told 
my brother and I it was strange, because 
they’d spoken to the truck driver who 
said, ‘This guy was coming straight for 
me. He knew exactly what he was doing, 
he was coming right towards me, waving 
his arm out the window, as if he was try-
ing to commit suicide. He had issues’.

“He lost his arm in that accident.”
It was just then, late May 1989, that 

news broke of the two missing Swedish 
tourists and “Wanted” posters seeking 
information on an itinerant named “Pat 
Kelly” – an alias of Tamihere’s – were 
placed around the district.

Bill D was one of those who took part 
in the official police search for Hoglin 
and Paakkonen, and he became con-
vinced George had something to do with 
it. More to the point, so did George’s own 
mother, says Mrs D.

“A few days later we heard about the 
missing Swedish young people, and I had 
a funny feeling. I rang my sister to talk to 
her, and she said that George’s mother, as 
soon as she heard about these two young 
Swedes, she said ‘My son did that’. She 
knew he was walking in that area, and 
the police had already rung her to tell her 
what happened in the church, and she 
went to see my sister and said, ‘he did it’, 
and this was before he told her what he 
did.”

As the D family remember it, George’s 
mother told them her son had confessed 
to her when she finally confronted him. 
“I was surprised,” says Mrs D. “I thought 
the mother might get in touch with police 
in Rotorua and tell them about what her 

The unstable George’s zig-zag path 
through the Coromandel could easily 
have put him in contact with the Swedes, 
either while they were tramping or 
alternatively by hitching a ride with 
them as he walked the roadsides
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son did. I guess they didn’t want to see 
their son in trouble.”

The D family tried to ring police but 
Operation Stockholm detectives refused 
to show any interest in the tip off, or the 
German army surplus sleeping bag that 
George had turned up with and left at the 
D house.

Colin Nicholson QC says police 
developed a one-track mind on the 
case.

“I do know, from my inspection of the 
police discovery documents, that they 
definitely had another suspect who they 
were pursuing, until such stage as Tami-
here was identified as having taken their 
car and selling some of their tramping 
gear, at which stage police just turned 
their focus completely on Tamihere.”

It may have been simply a case of the 
bird in the hand being worth two in the 
bush. It was easier to fit the crime to 
David Tamihere than it was to pursue a 
fresh lead.

“We tried to explain to the Police that 
George was the man, but they just said 
‘you haven’t got enough evidence, blah 
blah,” recalls Bill D.

The evidence, however, was this. A 28 
year old man, of similar muscular build 
and appearance to 36 year old David 
Tamihere, decamped from a mental 
institution and tried to attack a Catholic 
priest inside his Waihi church. He then 
fled into the Coromandel bush heading 
for Whangamata at the same time as 
the missing Swedes were in the general 
area. Hoglin’s body was found in the 
Wentworth Valley, due north of Waihi on 
the route to Whangamata. Although off 
the main road, it was accessible from an 
access road.

George’s trek, by his own admission, 
takes him from Whangamata back over 
to Thames and Coromandel, then across 
to Whitianga over a long period of time, 
during which he has suddenly come into 
possession of a green European sleeping 
bag, which he dumps at Whitianga, then 
steals a car after threatening the owner 
with a softball bat. George then man-
ages to take his right arm off by driving 
directly up against a parked truck on the 
other side of the road at speed while wav-
ing his arm out the window. 

Clearly, a mentally unstable and violent 

man was on the loose in the Coroman-
del at the time the Swedes disappeared. 
George knew the area well. His old 
schoolfriend Bill D recalls George was a 
frequent hitchhiker and transient in the 
Coromandel.

These facts are indisputable, attested to 
by multiple witnesses. The alleged con-
fession to his mother, and his mother’s 
subsequent confession to her friend, are 
more problematic because both George 
and his mother are now dead and their 
secrets have gone to the grave with them.

Mrs D’s sister June once confronted 
George in the main street of Rotorua.

“I know what you did to that Swed-
ish couple”, she challenged. George just 
laughed.

“You’ll never find her, they’ll never 
prove it”.

Perhaps it was George, not David 
Tamihere, who was hitchhiking and was 
offered a lift by the Swedes. On the pre-
text of showing them some great native 
bush, he takes Hoglin by surprise, leaving 
Heidi Paakkonen at his mercy, unsure of 
his mercurial mood swings. The possibil-
ity that the Swedes picked a hitchhiker up 
before meeting their downfall is a better 
explanation for why their camping gear 
was still in the car when Tamihere later 
stole it, than the idea that they were sur-
prised in the bush while camping. It also 
explains something else:

Exhaustive police forensic tests deter-
mined that Hoglin had died from having 
his throat cut, which causes enormous 
blood loss. Police claimed that Hoglin 
had been killed at Crosbies Clearing, then 
driven 73 kilometres to the burial site.

“Yet the vehicle was found to be clear 
of any traces of the blood you would have 
expected if Tamihere had killed the guy 
and he had transported the body from 
wherever to that place up the valley at Wen-
tworth,” remarks Colin Nicholson QC.

The lack of blood in the car is easily 
explained, however, if the Wentworth Val-
ley north of Waihi was actually the murder 
site. Hoglin’s body was never transported 
in the car, it was left there. Only Heidi was 
transported alive by the killer.

But there’s a further complication in 
this story: the disappearance of Heidi 
Paakkonen. Unlike Hoglin, her body 
has never been found. The couple’s car 
was found, presumably abandoned, by 

David Tamihere on the Tararu Creek 
Road near Thames. He drove around in 
it, even picking up hitchhikers, around 
the Coromandel which, as most people 
would admit, is a fairly attention-seeking 
thing to do if you were actually the killer 
of the car’s owners and trying to distance 
yourself from the crime.

What we don’t know is who abandoned 
the car at Tararu Creek or what happened 
to Heidi. We do know that an “agitated” 
George walked out of the bush carry-
ing only a green European army surplus 
sleeping bag at 6.30 one morning, and 
told several people in Whitianga he’d 
walked through the bush from Whanga-
mata via Thames – nearly 200 kilometres. 
The alarm had not yet been raised on 
the missing Swedes, but he was certainly 
coming from the direction where their 
car had last been parked.

Journalist Bryan Bruce, in his book 
Hard Cases, argued that while he still 
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believed Tamihere was the killer of the 
Swedes, he cannot have acted alone, he 
must have had an accomplice. That’s 
because Hoglin’s autopsy showed no 
cuts to his hands or arms, which people 
normally receive when defending them-
selves. Bruce believes Hoglin was held 
from behind while someone else killed 
him.

Whether it was Tamihere or 
whether it was another person 
altogether, Investigate magazine 

is also convinced a second person had to 
have been party to the crime. We believe 
that because of the testimony of a witness 
named Mary, who is utterly convinced 
she saw Heidi Paakkonen, alive but ter-
rified, on Kawau Island in Auckland’s 
Hauraki Gulf, long after David Tamihere 
was already in custody.

“Yes she was frightened, she was, that’s 
quite so, that’s exactly right,” she mur-
murs, her memory drifting back to that 
autumn day twenty-three years ago. “She 
did come back with somebody and she 
was frightened. She didn’t really say a lot 
but she was trying to get a message across 
to me that something wasn’t right.”

This wasn’t just any old random sight-
ing from a member of the public react-
ing to a picture on the TV news – Heidi 
and Urban had stayed with Mary and 
her husband on Kawau for several days 
before they travelled down to the Coro-
mandel. They knew Heidi Paakkonen 
better than virtually any other New 
Zealander.

“We owned the camping ground on 
Kawau. The weather was pretty bad and 
so instead of them being out in tents, we 
invited them to come over and camp in 
the lounge. We found them to be very 
presentable people – both of them. There 

wasn’t any problem whatsoever, 
and when the weather cleared 
they went on over to Sandspit to 
pick up their vehicle. We went 
over to Sandspit too, and one of 
the windows in their vehicle was 
broken, but that didn’t worry them 
too much. And away they went.”

When she and her husband saw 
Heidi on Kawau again in late May 
1989, she was close enough to touch.

It was Heidi’s body language that 
spoke to Mary – the young Swede 

was too terrified to actually speak – and 
her eyes told the story for her. 

“It was just the way that she was, she 
was trying to let me know that the person 
who had brought her wasn’t doing it 
correctly, that he had no authority to be 
putting her in this position. That was very 
definite, very evident.”

A briefing document given to former 
Police Commissioner John Jamieson 
by a mutual friend in 2002 records that 
Mary and her husband tried to ask Heidi 
if she was OK, but the man she was with 
intervened.

“They saw Heidi Paakkonen [at Kawau 
Island near the campground] just as the 
police were starting to search for them 
in the Coromandel (they live nearly two 
hundred kilometres from the Coroman-
del). Heidi was with a dark-haired man, 
definitely not David Tamihere, and was 
struggling to hoist a very heavy pack on 
to her back. The straps were down near 
her elbows and she was clearly distressed.

“My friend’s wife stepped forward to 
help lift the pack, whereupon the man 
snarled, ‘Don’t touch her!’. He then 
walked on and impatiently beckoned 
her to follow. She seemed terrified and 
kept scanning the surrounding bush as if 
anticipating something.”

All of this raises questions no one can 
yet answer. The conviction of Tamihere 
on double murder was based on a ran-
dom sighting in a Coromandel clearing 
by two people who did not know either 
Tamihere or Heidi, and who couldn’t 
even be sure the man and woman were 
David Tamihere and Heidi Paakkonen. 
In contrast, the Kawau sighting of Heidi 
was made by a personal friend, from 
an arms-length distance. It’s the best 
sighting in the records, but it’s hugely 
problematic because it means Heidi was 

definitely still alive when Tamihere was 
already in jail. Regardless of what hap-
pened back in Coromandel, Tamihere 
could not have killed Heidi Paakkonen.

What happened between that eerie for-
est glade in the Wentworth Valley where 
Urban Hoglin was murdered, and Heidi’s 
appearance on Kawau Island weeks later 
as the terrified captive of a man who 
wasn’t Hoglin or Tamihere? It’s a void we 
cannot currently explain.

Perhaps the answer lies buried some-
where in the evidence originally collected by 
police, but tossed aside when they assumed 
Tamihere was guilty. Retired judge Colin 
Nicholson evidently suspects so.

“There were something like 80 volumes 
of Eastlight folders of documents associ-
ated with the inquiry which, as they were 
required to do, Police made available for 
inspection by the defence.”

Although Nicholson isn’t holding his 
breath, he says he’d like to think Police 
will try and follow up the latest leads.

“Well one would think so, but the 
police were zealous in pursuing Tami-
here once they had him in their sights, 
and they are perhaps not as enthusiastic 
to make further inquiries that show that 
they were wrong.”

As for the Court of Appeal’s willing-
ness to allow police to break the rules, 
the former judge also feels the judiciary 
sometimes lose sight of the important 
things.

“I don’t like to criticise my former 
colleagues, but there’s no doubt that an 
appeal is heard in a court of appeal in a 
completely different way than an actual 
trial is heard and determined in the first 
instance. Things can tend to get a bit aca-
demic without appropriate weight being 
given to the importance and impact of 
evidence [on a jury].”

With Tamihere having served his time 
for a double murder, the issue of whether 
there should be a retrial exploring new 
evidence moves to centre-stage.

Ian Wishart’s comprehensive new 100 page 

book on the Tamihere case, Missing Pieces 

(Howling At The Moon Publishing, $19.99 

or e-book $14.99), is due for release in early 

April and will fully explore the case against 

Tamihere and the emerging new theories 

surrounding the case, including identification 

of the new potential suspect referred to in the 

above article.
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There’s an old saying, keep 
your friends close and your 
enemies closer. It’s hard to 
say – as western diplomats 
dance on pinheads to avoid 

confronting the issue – exactly where 
China fits in that spectrum.

For a long time, as a hardline commu-
nist state, China’s position in New Zea-
land eyes was easy to pigeon-hole. During 
the 1989 massacre at Tiananmen Square 
in Beijing, Western outrage was so high 
that even the mild-mannered Clark Kent 

of New Zealand politics, Labour’s Phil 
Goff, expressed fury at the communist 
leadership and what they’d done.

Fast forward 20 years, and Tiananmen 
Square is not mentioned in polite com-
pany. With the west in economic thrall to 
the eastern dragon, no one wants to stir 
up trouble.

That’s why, on the face of it, New 
Zealand and other western nations are 
bending over backwards to accommodate 
Chinese desires. The much vaunted free 
trade deal gives China unprecedented 

access to a Western market and, as Prime 
Minister John Key has conceded, it also 
gives China the same access to New 
Zealand land and businesses as other 
countries.

In the space of just a few short years, 
China has become an incredibly impor-
tant trade partner for New Zealand, but 
strangely we don’t have the same access 
to it as we have been required to give 
China. Fonterra’s ill-fated lurch into the 
Chinese farming sector, for example, was 
hampered by laws forbidding Fonterra 
from owning land or businesses outright 
in China. Instead, Fonterra had to work 
as a joint-venture partner with a Chinese 
government-approved partner.

Of course, that all came embarrass-
ingly unstuck for Beijing when it turned 
out the Chinese partner was watering 
down the milk with poisonous chemicals, 
resulting in death and injury to numer-
ous infants.

SLEEPING WITH 
THE DRAGON
Why China Gives John Key’s 
Government Nightmares

An overseas intelligence briefing on Chinese 
infiltration and corruption of foreign 
governments has dropped into the hands 
of Investigate editor IAN WISHART. The 
contents make eye-popping reading
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Officially, criticism of China by the 
New Zealand public is labelled “xenopho-
bia”, and it’s a label you will often hear 
repeated by media commentators focused 
on the economic opportunity that China 
offers. However, no international eco-
nomic opportunity ever comes without 
risk, and trying to hide those risks and 
distract people with labels doesn’t alter 
some hard realities.

One of those realities is that no matter 
how you slice and dice it, and whether 
they know it or not, NZ business leaders 
and politicians dealing with powerful 
Chinese business conglomerates are gen-
erally doing business with the Chinese 
Red Army in drag.

Several years ago, Investigate broke the 
story of wealthy Chinese businessman 
Li Ka-shing’s attempt to buy the Port of 
Lyttelton. He’d already gained approval 
to purchase part of New Zealand’s 
electricity assets, but New Zealand trade 

officials appeared utterly unaware of Ka-
shing’s close ties to Chinese intelligence 
and the Chinese military.

Now, a recent intelligence briefing for 
an overseas law enforcement agency has 
fallen into the lap of Investigate, and it 
makes fascinating reading in the light of 
increasing Chinese activity in our neck 
of the woods and the National Govern-
ment’s recent announcement of the 
wealthy investor immigration category:

“Few of you will have heard about the 
“Sidewinder Report”. 

“Allowing it was tabled over a decade 
ago, after which money, influence and 
corruption were all brought to bear to 
have copies shredded, that isn’t surpris-
ing. Fortunately a single digital copy 
survived, so we can still analyze/learn 
from this in-depth and rather alarming 
study, which is a very good example of 
Asian/Triad/Organized crime/long term 
planning.

“I personally believe a similar sce-
nario exists/is being established in the 
likes of NZ and Australia, where similar 
immigration policies are in force. For 
this reason, I want to give you a detailed 
breakdown of the report, and you can 
perhaps reach your own conclusions.

“The report was commissioned in the 
mid 1990’s codenamed “Sidewinder” and 
was a joint effort prepared by Canada’s 
Secret Intelligence Service and the 
National Security Division of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. Its mandate 
was to look at Chinese Triad involvement 
and integration into Canadian Financial 
and Governmental sectors.

“The report clearly found that over a 
period of time many Chinese triads, (Sun 
Yee On ) agents of the Chinese Secret 
Intelligence Service (CSIS), and Hong 
Kong tycoons, had firmly established 
themselves in Canada and had acquired 
Canadian nationality. 

SLEEPING WITH 
THE DRAGON
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“The two senior Canadian investigators 
were: Brian McAdam, a former diplomat 
who had uncovered the lucrative sale 
of Canadian visas during his posting at 
Canada’s Hong Kong consulate. Cana-
dian and Chinese consular staff were 
selling visas to members of the Chinese 
mafia and China’s intelligence service, 
prices were as high as $100,000 per visa.

“The other was Michel Juneau, a former 
high-ranking French-Canadian intelli-
gence officer who has spent over 20 years 
monitoring Chinese intelligence activities 
in the Asia-Pacific region. McAdam also 
noted that there was considerable politi-
cal interference to shut down the investi-
gation, and that it came from the high-
est levels. Former Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien’s fall was indirectly attributed 
to his Links to Chinese triads/corruption. 
He was also a key figure in CTIC, a Cana-
dian Finance/Loan institution which has 
since collapsed was in effect a pyramid 
type scheme with Triad backing. 

“The saga continued under Chretien’s 
successor. Canadian Prime Minister Paul 
Martin, was also part of the Chinese 
dynasty. He championed CIDA, The 
Canadian International Development 
Agency, which provides more develop-
ment assistance to China than to any 
other country in the world. Once they get 
a hold, tentacles of Triad organisations go 
right to the top.

“The Canadian based triads operate 
on numerous fronts. Organised crime 
is also an area they are heavily involved 
in. Smuggling drugs into Canada for 
transport to the USA. They also use 
Canada as a key in the lucrative human 
smuggling or trafficking trade to Europe 
and the USA. They are directly aligned 
to COSCO, the Chinese international 
shipping company (which also operates 
in Australia/New Zealand) and over the 
years have obtained ownership of key 
companies throughout Canada. 

“You will note locally many instances 
of takeover bids/company buyouts by 
Chinese consortiums; certainly not all 
are Triad affiliated ... or are they? 

“Factors that were instrumental in 
the Triads gaining a foothold in Canada 
were: The Chinese outlook, plan long 
term for future generations – and Cana-
dian Govt concession that allowed immi-
grants to settle in the country provided 

they put a large sum of money into Govt. 
bonds and brought or contributed to 
business. (Similar conditions apply here)

“Although many Chinese then 
migrated to Canada, particularly Van-
couver, obviously the question was not 
asked as to how they were able to raise 
the $500,000 required to gain automatic 
citizenship for them/their family. It only 
became obvious following ‘Sidewinder’ 
that much of that money was obvi-
ously Triad funded. The new Canadians 
were instructed to buy small companies 
preferably in downtown areas. Once a 
company was brought, the local name 
was not changed. That company was then 
used to buy additional land/businesses. 
To all intents and purposes, these sales 
were to native Canadians. IT companies, 
and those with government connections 
were key targets. 

They were instructed to make dona-
tions and get involved with politi-
cal parties. Children studied hard 

and were directed at Government posi-
tions, many becoming well established 
in the ranks of the Immigration dept. 
[Name withheld] was Minister of [Port-
folio withheld] during the 90’s. He forged 
close links which China. “Somehow” he 
and his cronies are now all millionaires. 

“By the year 2000, Chinese people 
affiliated to Triads owned one-third of 
downtown Vancouver. China invested 
over one billion dollars in 2001 to buy 
Canadian businesses in strategic areas 
and is also a large stockholder in Cana-
da’s Imperial Bank. It controls 15 corpora-
tions in the country’s technology sector. 
By 2002, over 200 Canadian Companies 
were under the direct control of China’s 
International Trust & Investment Corpo-
ration (CITIC). 

“CITIC (Pacific) has many links to 
major Australian and NZ businesses. The 
Pengxin Group currently bidding to buy 
Crafar farms in New Zealand are linked 
to CITIC. CITIC operates directly under 
the general staff of the People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). It is also the world’s largest 
private operator of container terminals, 
having lucrative stakes in 17 ports in 
Europe alone.

“Sidewinder found that significant 
amounts of arms, manufactured by 
a CITIC-controlled company, have 

been confiscated on Mohawk reserves. 
Vancouver is now considered the North 
American gateway for China’s state-
owned COSCO shipping company. 

“Both U.S. Senate and Canadian intel-
ligence sources have described COSCO 
as ‘the merchant marine for China’s 
military’.

“According to U.S. Intelligence reports, 
COSCO vessels do not just transport 
Oriental bric-a-brac. COSCO vessels 
have been caught carrying assault rifles 
into California and biological-chemical 
weapons components into North Korea, 
Pakistan, Iraq and Iran. 

“Apart from this, Canadian law 
enforcement agencies have records of 
Chinese Triad criminal elements being 
active around all Canada’s ports. Heavily 
involved through the whole ‘Sidewinder’ 
report is Li Ka-Shing ‘ known as Asia’s 
most powerful man. 

“Hong Kong Police asked Canada to 
investigate Li Ka-Shing back in 1988. 
Anne Marie Doyle, then Canadian High 
Commissioner denied that request. Li 
Ka-Shing is known to have strong Triad 
links,” concludes the overseas intelligence 
briefing.

While the main example was the cor-
ruption of Canadian politics, similar 
things may already be happening in New 
Zealand. Investigate has broken stories 
of Chinese “businessmen” making big 
donations to the Labour and National 
parties, only to have the donations turn 
to scandal when alleged criminal links 
have been found.

Is it xenophobia to question the politi-
cal and espionage motives of a very large 
superpower, or is “xenophobia” a racial 
smokescreen designed to distract from 
the real issue? 

China has repeatedly engaged in 
economic and military espionage in the 
US, Canada, Australia and even New 
Zealand – where a breach of government 
computers was found to have originated 
in mainland China.

The Wikileaks cables show New Zea-
land diplomats are extremely concerned 
about China’s activities, despite making 
reassuring noises to the New Zealand 
public.

NZ Ministry of Defence intelligence 
analysts told visiting US officials in 
2006 that Chinese military infiltration 
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of Pacific island states was posing “real 
security problems” for New Zealand, as 
the islands were “increasingly turning 
away from Australia and New Zealand to 
seek ties with Taiwan, China, Cuba and 
others.”

One US briefing released by Wikileaks 
reveals New Zealand was worried about 
China fuelling the growth of “political 
instability in the Pacific Island nations.”

Journalist Susan Merrell in the Pacific 
newspaper Islands Business reported how 
China had set aside a budget of US$375 
million dollars with which to bribe 
Pacific Islands states to turn away from 
New Zealand and Australia. The newspa-
per reported that Chinese and Taiwanese 
bribery and competition had caused 
unrest and rioting in the Solomon Islands 

“after the election of Snyder Rini as 
Prime Minister. It was widely alleged that 
Chinese/Taiwanese bribes had secured 
him the position of PM.

New Zealand cables released by 
Wikileaks point similar fingers at the 
People’s Liberation Army funding 
military aid to Fiji, Tonga and Papua 
New Guinea. “Equally troublesome are 
reported PLA links to paramilitary forces 
in Vanuatu,” noted a 2006 cable.

China’s tricky behind the scenes game 
with New Zealand included hiding the 
fact that one of its aircraft was using New 
Zealand as a stopover point on a secret 
mission to fly senior Chinese leaders to 
meet Fiji’s Colonel Bainimarama in Suva. 
A Wikileaks cable from US diplomat 
Dan Piccuta states: “The Chinese sought 

to obscure plans for [Vice President] 
Xi’s stop in Fiji by omitting the onward 
destination of Xi’s aircraft in the Chinese 
Government’s application to the New 
Zealand Government to transit New 
Zealand airspace.”

Given that New Zealand has to rely 
on official Chinese assurances about 
the character of business people and 
migrants seeking to live in New Zea-
land, the relationship between the two 
countries requires a lot of trust. Clearly, 
behind the scenes, there’s very little trust. 
Which leaves the question, just who has 
been allowed to slip into New Zealand 
as part of long-term strategic moves by 
China over the past 25 years, and what’s 
really behind the Chinese investment 
juggernaut? 

China has repeatedly engaged in economic and military espionage in the US, 
Canada, Australia and even New Zealand – where a breach of government 
computers was found to have originated in mainland China
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O
ne minute, as she told 
it, she was minding 
a field outside of a 
remote rural area in 
southeastern Central 

African Republic; the next, she had been 
captured by gunmen and handed off 
as a wife to one of Africa’s most feared 
warlords.

Guinikpara Germaine was 14 at the 
time. For the next three years, she trav-
elled alongside Joseph Kony, the cultish 
Ugandan rebel leader whose atrocities 
have sparked a transnational U.S.-backed 
manhunt in central Africa. They were 
always on the run, from forest to forest. 
She was privy to his mood swings, forced 
to withstand his cruel megalomania, and 
survived, scarred, to tell the tale.

Emmanuel Daba, in his 30s, was cap-
tured alongside Germaine in the same 
March 2008 raid. They were marched 
by night from their hometown into the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, where 
Kony’s fighters, known as the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, were based. Gradually, 
they began initiating Daba into the LRA’s 
unique art of warfare: hit-and-run raids 
on unprotected civilians, forced conscrip-
tions and survival.

When Daba would meet Kony, the old 
guerrilla leader would pepper Daba with 
questions, probing, searching for any sign 
of betrayal: Was he married? What were 
his ambitions? Did he have kids?

One day, in December 2008, Kony 
gathered everyone together and preached.

“The Bible says: ‘If you are going to 
do good, do good all your life. If you are 
going to do evil, do evil all your life.’ “

 “I chose evil, and that’s what I’m 
always going to do,” said Kony, according 
to Daba’s account.

Later that month, the Ugandan mili-
tary, with the backing of the Americans, 
launched a surprise helicopter attack 
on Kony’s Congolese camp. It failed to 
deliver a fatal blow, instead scattering the 
LRA into the open bush. And then, for 
Germaine and Daba – and for the civil-
ians within a cross-border region the size 
of California – the true horrors started.

Late last year, the Obama administra-
tion launched a new strategy aimed at 
ending Kony’s reign of terror in this 

WORDS BY ALAN BOSWELL isolated corner of Africa, deploying 100 
special operations forces to advise and 
assist the Ugandan and other African 
troops in their hunt for Kony.

Whether they will succeed is an open 
question, and there are some people who 
are openly skeptical of the likelihood.

The stories of people like Germaine 
and Daba – and hundreds of others who 
have escaped the brutal group’s grasp – 
provide hope that an end can be brought 
to Kony’s rampage. In their insights into 
Kony’s character may lay the seeds to 
tracking him down and dragging him 
from the stage, once and for all.

Kony is legendarily elusive. He’s been 
caught on camera only a few times, and he 

doesn’t hold audiences with journalists. His 
followers appoint no spokesmen, nor do 
they try to defend their case to the world.

Germaine’s sustained up-close view 
of Kony’s personal life is rare. Although 
Kony had roughly 40 wives, most trav-
elled with Kony on a rotational basis. 
Only three, the favoured ones, stayed 
permanently in his personal posse. Ger-
maine was one of those.

Kony is often depicted as crazy, nihil-
istic or senselessly cruel, but Germaine 
describes a more nuanced man obsessed 
with Captain Ahab-like intensity focused 
on toppling Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, but resigned that he might 
never accomplish that goal.
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“He laughs a lot and enjoys himself. But 
when he thinks about what he wants, his 
ambitions, he’s like a man on drugs. He 
goes to his room and broods,” she said.

 Kony is very strict and intolerant of 
dissent. He will kill without hesitation 
and orders punishment for any kind of 
suspected disobedience. But, in his better 
moods, he likes to play movies for the 
group on a portable DVD player he car-
ries with him.

He routinely leads the group in prayer 
and spiritual rituals and claims that God 
speaks with him.

“If you know him, you realize he is not 
mad. He is extremely intelligent, and he 
has powers,” she said.

After the December 2008 attack, code-
named Operation Lightning Thunder, his 
mood turned more erratic and he grew 
more introspective, she said.

Several months before the attack, a 
delegation from Uganda had visited 
Kony to beg him to sign a peace deal. The 
discussion ended, recalled Germaine, 
when the delegation told Kony he would 
have to turn himself in and face justice 
for his actions. The International Crimi-
nal Court has indicted Kony and two 
of his top lieutenants for crimes against 
humanity. Kony, she said, was furious at 
the suggestion.

After the attack, Kony became bent on 
revenge, though he also grew aware that 

his rebellion was floundering, far away 
from home.

At one point during a leadership meet-
ing he admitted his position was weak. 
“Look at all the bad things I’ve already 
done in all these countries,” Kony told 
them, according to Germaine’s account. 
He urged his followers to fight to the end 
and predicted that those who persevered 
would kill Museveni and take power. But 
he admitted that he might not last that 
long.

As a reprisal for the surprise assault, he 
ordered revenge killings against Congo-
lese civilians – whose only transgression 
was being there. More than 620 civilians 
were slaughtered over the next month, 

He laughs a lot and enjoys himself. But 
when he thinks about what he wants, 
his ambitions, he’s like a man on 
drugs. He goes to his room and broods
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In the voice-over introducing his 
video “Kony 2012,” Jason Russell 
tells a worldwide audience, “The 

game has new rules.” The human 
rights activist’s words seem fulfilled by 
the phenomenal response to his video 
about the murderous African warlord 
Joseph Kony: More than 80 million 
views had been recorded within just 
two weeks of its YouTube release.

But the response to the video also 
confirmed that every digital media 
sensation also invites a large, if not 
equal, reaction, with the Kony pro-
duction provoking hundreds of video 
retorts, uncounted Tumblr posts, 
countless journalism critiques and 
millions of comments on Facebook and 
Twitter.

The deluge included a dissection 
of the finances of San Diego-based 
Invisible Children, the creator of the 
video, a slam on the video’s role in 
what writer Teju Cole deemed the 
“White Savior Industrial Complex” and 
suggestions of many relief groups more 
worthy of public support.

Russell and his fellow activists said 
they created the video determined to 
end the reign of Kony, whose Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) has abducted 
thousands of children for exploitation 
as soldiers and sex slaves. Russell and 
his companions have employed social 

Two Sides to Being 
a Digital Media 
Sensation
WORDS BY JAMES RAINEY/LOS ANGELES TIMES

according to Human Rights Watch.
Daba, too, remembered that time. 

When the Ugandan air assault began, he 
was out with others hunting for hip-
popotamus. They fled, regrouped into a 
band of about 20, and reconnected with 
the leadership.

Soon, they came to the village of Sam-
bia, Congo.

“We popped out of the jungle and 
killed everybody, burning down the vil-
lage. We killed lots of people who were 
hiding in a church,” Daba recalled.

 His group then continued on to South 
Sudan, where his cell scavenged “like ani-
mals” in the bush, pillaging villages for 
food and captives.

“Before, the plan was to build a big 
enough army to chase Museveni out of 
power. After the attack, we just hunted 

people, trying to hurt them,” Daba said.
He escaped shortly after, in February 

2009, only to be severely beaten at the 
first village he came to, and then thrown 
into prison for seven months by the 
South Sudanese government. Eventually, 
he was thrown into the streets, and he 
found his way home.

Germaine’s captivity still continued, 
however. Kony moved camp every day, 
bouncing from the Central African 
Republic north to South Sudan and then 
into the southern parts of Darfur before 
back south again into the forests of the 
Central African Republic.

The pace was exhausting, and not 
everyone could keep up. Increasingly, 
the situation became desperate, and even 
eating became a struggle. Short on men, 
Germaine and other women were given 
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media and celebrities including pop 
stars Bono, Justin Bieber and Rihanna 
to promote a video that they said helps 
“the people of the world see each other 
and ... protect each other.”

The fevered, multi-channel response 
seemed to flow into two major 
streams. One credited the video with 
drawing attention to the plight of peo-
ple living in Uganda and neighbouring 
countries. The second attacked the 
slickly produced presentation for gloss-
ing over complications, overstating the 
current threat from Kony and diverting 
attention from solutions more fruitful 
than a Kony manhunt.

“It certainly hits at the strength and 
the weakness of new media,” says 
communications professor Barbie Zel-
izer, a fellow with the Stanford Center 
for Advanced Study who studies news 
images in the world’s crisis regions. 
“They are undeniably faster, but they 
are also undeniably less reliable. It’s 
great when things go fast and they are 
correct. It’s not great when they go 
fast and they are not correct.”

Maria Burnett, a researcher on 
Uganda for Human Rights Watch, told 
the Associated Press that the video 
helped bring notice to an issue the 
group has been working on for years. 
“We hope it will be helpful,” she said. 
“What it leads to remains to be seen, 

but the goal to bring pressure on key 
leaders, to protect civilians and to 
apprehend LRA leadership is impor-
tant, absolutely.”

But Burnett and other workers for 
rights agencies and journalists faulted 
the video for greatly oversimplifying 
the challenges in northern Uganda 
and the region and urged support of 
other groups working to provide ser-
vices to former child soldiers and the 
displaced.

 In November, an article in Foreign 
Affairs magazine said San Diego-
based Invisible Children had “manip-
ulated facts for strategic purposes, 
exaggerating the scale of LRA abduc-
tions and murders and emphasizing 
the LRA’s use of innocent children as 
soldiers.”

The young Americans did so while 
paying scant attention to the atrocities 
committed by the Ugandan military 
(which they support in the hunt for 
Kony) or the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army, including attacks on civilians, 
the Foreign Affairs piece said.

Writing for the Huffington Post, 
Michael Deibert, author of Democratic 
Republic of Congo: Between Hope and 
Despair, also slammed the video mak-
ers, saying they had depicted military 
intervention as a panacea.

Deibert wrote that, after a failed 

attempt to get Kony not long ago (sup-
ported by U.S. advisors), the warlord’s 
army counterattacked against villages 
in Congo, resulting in the death of 
hundreds of people and the kidnap-
ping of 100 children. “What is the 
system of protection that Invisible 
Children advocates for communities 
such as these, put in the line of fire by 
the military operations the group advo-
cates?” Deibert asked.

Responding on the group’s web-
site, the video makers concede they 
“sought to explain the conflict in an 
easily understandable format, focus-
ing on the core attributes of LRA 
leadership that infringe upon the most 
basic of human rights. In a 30-minute 
film, however, many nuances of the 
26-year conflict are admittedly lost or 
overlooked.”

Rebecca Rosen, writing in the 
Atlantic online, said she hoped that 
the obvious flaws and outpouring of 
criticism of the video wouldn’t turn 
off the millions of young people who 
have watched it. “It would be a terrible 
outcome,” Rosen wrote, “if those who 
initially pushed the video along were 
discouraged by this experience from 
further engagement, overlearning the 
lesson and believing there is no posi-
tive way for Americans to engage in 
the world abroad.”

guns for the first time. She was sent 
on a mission to Darfur, where they 
attacked a village but were counterat-
tacked by the Sudanese army and had 
to flee. Kony ordered Germaine beaten 
when her team returned to base.

Soon after that, she fled.
Now she is back in school, with 

hopes of becoming a nurse; Daba 
counsels and assists other victims of 
the LRA abductions.

Neither knows where Kony is today. 
That’s a mystery, they believe, that the 
Americans will soon solve.

FOOTNOTE: Two weeks after the 

successful launch of his viral video, KONY 

2012 promoter Jason Russell had a mental 

meltdown and was found naked in broad 

daylight on a street corner making sexual 

gestures at the traffic. Expect Joseph Kony 

to compile a video of his own in response...
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He calls his TV magazine 
show “The Beat Goes On”, 
and for Gerard Smith 
there’s very good reason. 

“A lot of New Zealanders 
will remember me as the lead singer for a 
group called The Rumour, which had two 
big hits in New Zealand on the Studio 
One programme, called ‘L’amour est 
l’enfant de la Liberte’,1 and ‘Holy Morn-
ing’, in 1971 and 1972.”

Sitting in a darkened studio on the top 
floor of a near deserted 1950’s Auckland 
office building, it’s hard to visualise the 
balding TV host as the long-haired lover 
from Huntly crooning the early 70s hits. 

It was a time of Max Merritt and the 
Meteors, Suzanne and the Chicks, Hap-
pen Inn, Craig Scott, a time when New 
Zealand had real summers, long and 
languid.

Together with his twin brother Shade, 
Gerard’s vocal skills on L’Amour took 
it to number one on the NZ charts in 
1971, and a staggering 120,000 copies 
of the single sold. There would be two 
more years of making hay, but when 
the end of the golden weather came for 
The Rumour, Gerard Smith melted into 
television, as both a film and tape editor, 
but also as TV2’s continuity announcer 
in the 1980s. He was there at Radio 1ZB 

in Auckland in 1987 when management 
suddenly announced they were dropping 
the old ZB community radio format in 
favour of Newstalk, a move that initially 
saw the radio station’s ratings plummet 
from number one to last in the market.

“The measly $56 cheque I got for doing 
six hours on 1ZB was never enough. I 
used to do the Sunday shift on ZB, and 
that finished the day they changed to the 
newstalk formula”.

So Gerard Smith, picking himself up 
off the floor each time, ensured that his 
beat went on. 

Fast-forward two decades, and you’ll 
find his show on Monday nights on Sky’s 

Former music icon Gerard Smith 
is a survivor, as IAN WISHART discovers

Counting the Beat

HIS/media
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Channel 110, and Freeview, a prime-time 
example of TV-in-a-shoebox ingenuity.

“The fact is that I sell the show, I film 
it, I edit the show and promote it. TVNZ 
normally has about 27 people, three-cam-
era teams, a director, a producer, editing 
staff – you’ve seen the credits at the end 
of some of those programmes – but we do 
the whole thing ourselves. I don’t like to 
shatter the illusion, I’d like to think that 
people still believe there are 27 people 
behind “The Beat Goes On”. 

The show began in under a different 
name in 2001 for Triangle TV, earn-
ing accolades from the Listener which 
described it as “the best-kept secret in tele-

vision” for 2002. In 2008 a shift to the Sky 
platform brought a name change to its pres-
ent moniker, but the essence of the show 
remained the same: items and interviews of 
interest to the baby-boomer market.

From an ordinary suburban Ellerslie villa, 
Smith produced the chatshow. It wouldn’t 
have been possible two decades ago.

“When I was in video in 1987, it would 
have cost about a million dollars to buy 
the editing equipment to achieve what 
you can now do on a home computer. Just 
as an example, an entry level Pinnacle 
that gave you six fonts, was $60,000 in 
1987. You can edit and produce an entire 
TV programme on a $2000 computer 
these days. You’d think there would be 50 
people doing what I’m doing.”

The reason they don’t, however, is 
perhaps because it’s very much a labour 
of love. The latest incarnation has had to 
survive three years of economic reces-

sion. It gets support from viewers, and a 
handful of key advertisers.

The show is unashamedly targeted at 
baby-boomers who – despite being the 
biggest market segment – are largely 
ignored by advertising agencies and prod-
uct developers who are generally aged in 
their 20s and 30s and trying to pitch stuff 
to their own contemporaries, not their 
parents. For Smith, having a loyal follow-
ing on Sky and Freeview is a highlight.

“The other highlight for me is survival 
- going from a small room in Ellerslie 
with just one camera, to where we now 
have three high-definition cameras, a 
new editing system, new graphics. We’ve 
moved to this lovely studio in Beach 
Road (central city), which was built in 
1951 and probably wouldn’t withstand an 
earthquake like Christchurch!”

One suspects that even in such an 
unlikely event, the beat would still go on.

The Beat Goes On, Monday nights 9.30pm 

on Sky 110 and Freeview 23, repeated 

Wednesdays at 6am and Sundays 3pm

References:

1. http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=XGZDsrjLJ6g

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGZDsrjLJ6g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGZDsrjLJ6g
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F ormula One chief Bernie Eccle-
 stone says he still has plenty of work 
to do in Formula One before he 

thinks about retirement.
“There are a lot of changes that I’m going 

to make generally worldwide in Formula 
One so I want to complete those. So I think 
I’m stuck here for a few more years,” the 
81-year-old Briton told dpa in an interview.

Ecclestone, who is president and chief 
executive of Formula One Management and 
Formula One Administration, has effectively 
controlled the sport for more than three 
decades.

He predicts that Sebastian Vettel of Red 
Bull, world champion for the past two years, 
will face a tougher challenge this season, 
which began this month with the Australian 
Grand Prix in Melbourne.

What are your expectations for the 
upcoming season?

“Well, it’s the first time we have had six 
world champions on the grid. Hopefully 
all six of them will be able to perform and 
it should be super racing, but I very much 
doubt whether that will happen. If they were 
all in the same car I suppose then we could 
sit back and say now we know who’s the best. 
An awful lot is going to depend on what the 
best car is.”

Can you see Sebastian Vettel running 
away with the title as he did last year?

“I hope not. I mean I think he won’t have 
such an easy time as he had last year for sure. 
I’m not saying last year he had an easy time, 
but on the face it looks like it. I don’t think it 
will be just as easy for him this year.”

What would you expect in the 
upcoming season for Michael 
Schumacher?

“Well, I don’t know whether he is going 
to win races, but I’d love to see him on the 
podium a few times. I understand the car is 
much better than it was last year and that’s 
what he needs. I’d like to see him in a Red 
Bull.”

Schumacher’s contract is running 
out this season. If he were to ask you 
what to do what would you tell him?

“I think it depends an awful lot on what 
happens this year. I’d like to talk to him 
mid-season. That would be the time to dis-
cuss these things.”

How do you rate the chances of your 
countrymen Jenson Button and Lewis 
Hamilton (both McLaren) of beating 
Vettel this year?

“I always think that (Mark) Webber (Red 
Bull) is maybe going to do a much better 
job than he did last. But I think the two 
English guys, yes, I’m sure. I was very, very 
impressed by Jenson last year. I think he did 
a very good job.”

“What is the main difference 
between the two drivers? Jenson 
seems calmer and relaxed compared to 
Lewis, so how would you describe it?”

“Well you just described it. I think he uses 
the tyres to the best of his advantage and 
things like that whereas actually Lewis is my 
type of driver. He is a very aggressive driver 
and he is good. But Jenson thinks a lot more 
and doesn’t make mistakes and looks after 
the car and the tyres. So I will be surprised 

F1’s Ecclestone: I’m still here

There are a lot of changes that I’m going 
to make generally worldwide in Formula One 

so I want to complete those. So I think I’m 
stuck here for a few more years
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if Jenson doesn’t do what he did last year and be quicker than 
Lewis.”

You’ve spoken in the past about Lewis not making 
the right decisions with his management. Last sea-
son he had a few ups and downs. Do you think he has 
sorted that out and maybe learned from the mistakes?

“Yes, I think he has grown up a lot. I mean he had personal 
problems which now I think are behind him.”

What do you expect from Kimi Raikkonen (Lotus) on 
his return to the track?

“Well, he has performed much, much better than I’d have 
thought. I’m very impressed with Kimi. Looks like the car’s 
good as well.”

Might he be the biggest surprise this year?
“Yes I think he is going to be the dark horse amongst 

everybody.”
Ferrari seem to have run into early trouble again?
“Yes they don’t seem to wake up for a few races, so let’s hope 

by the time they get back to Europe things will change in that 
camp.”

Is Fernando Alonso in the wrong car?
“I don’t know whether he is in the wrong car. He could be in a 

better car, let’s put it that way, at the moment. Whether that will 
remain like that is another story. I don’t see Ferrari accepting 
the performance of the current car for too long.”

We have a record number of 20 races this year and 
New York and Sochi coming up in the future – where is 
the limit in terms of the number of races?

“Well I think we have more or less reached that. It depends 
on how important that is to us. I thought the limit was 16 when 
it was 16. The world is changing so fast and we have to cope up 
with the world.”

After two years teams like Hispania or Marussia (for-
merly Virgin) haven’t been able to challenge for points. 
What is their value for Formula One apart from filling 
the grid?

“You know the strange thing, in every race there can only 
be one winner and somebody’s got to be last. They are there 
competing. I can remember when Frank Williams was strug-
gling at the beginning. He came on and won an awful lot of 
world championships - going through a bit of a rough time at 
the moment, but these things happen. They are there trying to 
be competitive.”

Is Europe dying out for Formula One?
“When you think about it, we’ve got sort of 10 races in 

Europe, which is the same size of America but we only have one 
race in America. There may be too many races in Europe now. 
We’re not a European Championship any more, we’re a world 
championship and we need to be in all different parts of the 
world.”

You’ll be 82 this year. Are you healthy and fit? Have 
you thought about retirement?

“I haven’t got any plans for dying at the moment. I certainly 
wouldn’t want to retire until I’ve finished doing all the things 
that I’m in the pipeline to do. There are a lot of changes that I’m 
going to make generally worldwide in Formula One so I want to 
complete those. So I think I’m stuck here for a few more years.”

What kind of changes, what are the priorities?
“So many different things. Moving forward, not only the 

technical and sporting regulations in Formula One, it’s the gen-
eral composition of Formula One, as I said before the countries 
we’re going to, new countries, so it’s a lot of things.”
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What do you mean they have 
sold the shares? That wasn’t 
meant to happen” said Moira to 

her cousin Edna.
“The lawyer said that was normal prac-

tice.” Edna responded. 
“Normal practice my foot” Moira 

responded, “he is just covering up for not 
knowing what to do.” 

Jim could tell by Moira’s tone that she was 
building up a head of steam and he decided 
to go and put the jug on for a nice cup of tea 
to help calm things down. Edna’s hus-
band Tom had recently died and Edna had 
dropped in to see Jim and Moira and was 
looking for a shoulder to cry on. 

“I miss him so much, but I am also get-
ting cranky with him as he left me with a 
complicated financial mess” Edna said. “It 
shouldn’t be this difficult.” 

Moira had a rough understanding of their 
affairs. A house in the suburbs, some bank 
term deposits, some shares and a few cars. 
What Moira did not know about was that 
Tom still had some assets in the UK and the 
lawyer was talking about Edna being liable 
to pay UK inheritance tax. 

“Crikey” said Moira, “good advice can be 
hard to find sometimes. Even young lawyers 
should know that there is no inheritance 
tax liability when ownership of assets pass 
between spouses due to death. It typically 
only occurs when assets are passed between 
generations, even then, there is a threshold 
of £325k.” 

“Yes” said Edna, “but this young lawyer 

was smart enough to recognise that because 
Tom retained ownership of the family home 
and kept some cash over there “just in case” 
then the HMRC still considered him to be 
“domiciled” for UK tax purposes. We have 
been living in New Zealand for over fifty 
years.” 

“Well I hope he advised you sell it all up 
and transfer it all out to the TSB” said Moira 
“otherwise your kids are going to lose 40% of 
everything over the threshold. I have heard of 
too many people being caught by the “domi-
cile rule”. Many immigrants are unaware of 
the implications of retaining international 
legacy assets, especially in the UK”. 

“I have been happy with him so far” said 
Edna “he appears to be very confident.”

“He might be confident, but he may not be 
competent in dealing with deceased estates. 
The fact that he sold all Tom’s shares with-
out telling you is a big concern.” said Moira. 
“Tom had bought shares years ago and the 
current dividend return based on what he had 
paid for them was well into the high teens”. 

“What else could he have done ?” said 
Edna. “Tom kept everything in his own 
name as he said it was simpler that way. He 
said that it meant that I did not have to sign 
anything I did not understand.” 

Jim arrived with the cup of tea and com-
pulsory plate of biscuits. Edna said “Thank 
you for the cup of tea, but I’m not really that 
hungry as I had a big lunch before I came 
around.”

Jim smiled as he thought it would be rude 
to take them back to the kitchen so quickly. 

When in Rome, 
sell your London assets

It could have been so simple to sort out, 
but with him being so pig headed and selfish, 

he has left a mess behind for me to clean up. 
And it turns out it will probably be 

expensive as well. Damn that man!”
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He would make an effort and squeeze a couple in. 
It was as if Moira could read his mind when she said “You 

heard the girl, she said she wasn’t hungry, now take them back 
and put them into the tin. We have better things to do than to 
sit here and watch you quaff a plate of biscuits on your own”. 

Jim was very philosophical as he had to agree with Moira. He 
was expanding in all the wrong areas and hurried to com-
plete his task as he did not want to miss the next part of the 
discussion. 

Moira did not wait and responded to Edna’s question very 
simply. “The main problem was with Tom. If he had taken the 
time to include you in the investment decisions, not to men-
tion add your name to the securities then you would have had 
none of these problems. I assume the house was owned in joint 
names?”

Edna responded in the affirmative. 
“Good” continued Moira,” that means you now own it 

automatically.” 
“How is that? I thought it had to go through probate like all 

the other assets” said Edna. 
“When a person dies, all jointly owned assets automatically 

reverts to the other person by survivorship regardless of what 
might be contained in the will. Those assets don’t have to be 
held up in any manner. The executor or trustee of Tom’s will 
can only deal with the assets held in Tom’s name at the time he 
died.” said Moira. 

“Are you telling me that if my name was on those share cer-
tificates, along with Tom’s then I wouldn’t have to be paying all 
these legal fees?” said Edna angrily. 

“It sure as hell would have made it a lot easier” said Moira. 
“It would have also made it a lot simpler if he was more real-
istic about deciding to keep his ancestral home in the UK and 
those foreign bank accounts. The fact that he kept it in his name 
means that you need to engage your young confident lawyer to 
help you sort it all out.”

“If you are keen to tidy up your own affairs, then I would 
definitely consider selling the UK property and closing the Brit- the Brit- Brit-
ish based bank accounts as I must admit they have the potential 

to complicate settling your own estate,” Moira continued. “Your 
children would certainly appreciate it”.

“Why did you say earlier that the lawyer did not have to sell 
Tom’s shares?” Edna queried. 

“All he had to do was to get you to sign some off market 
transfer forms, which would have allowed you to retain the 
shares and continue to receive the dividends. A lot of young 
lawyers don’t realise this and mistakenly give instructions to 
sell without thinking about other options. You are lucky that he 
had not gotten around to selling the New Zealand securities as 
you could have lost all that dividend income as well.” 

“Lord, I miss him,” said Edna quietly. “And I am bloody 
cranky with him now. It could have been so simple to sort out, 
but with him being so pig headed and selfish, he has left a mess 
behind for me to clean up. And it turns out it will probably be 
expensive as well. Damn that man!”

Later on after Edna had finished her tea and composed 
herself, Jim was clearing the dishes, looked across at Moira and 
said, “so it doesn’t matter what you have written in your will, 
I’m going to get it all when you’re gone, woo hoo!”

Moira responded, “Only a man would say that”
Copyright © Peter J. Hensley March 2012. 

This article is meant to be Class Advice and a copy of Peter Hensley’s 

disclosure statement is available on request and is free of charge. 
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B&O Beolit 12
Beolit 12 will not only play 

your music, but everyone with an 
iPhone can pitch in – and it’s simple 

too. Just wait for a song to finish, choose 
the Beolit 12 speaker from any iPhone and 
you get to be the DJ of the party. With the 

built-in battery you can enjoy your favourite 
music on the move. Hide the power cord 

in the integrated compartment… no 
cord lying around… or forgotten.

www.beoplay.com/

Epson EH-TW8000
Enjoy the ultimate 3D cinematic 
experience at home. The EH-
TW8000 brings the power of 3D 
right to your living room with 480Hz 
Active Shutter and Full HD, 1080p 
performance. Immerse yourself in 
eye-popping 3D adventures with 
2,400 lumens colour/white light 
output and an astounding contrast 
ratio of up to 200,000:1. It’s never 
been easier to entertain family and 
friends with the ultimate cinematic 
experience. Epson’s UltraBlack 
technology provides deeper, darker 
blacks resulting in more vibrant 
and powerful images. Along 
with Epson’s inorganic C2Fine 
D9 LCD panels, the EH-TW8000 
delivers superb image quality and 
outstanding clarity. 
www.epson.co.nz

Sony Xperia S
Memories may fade, but the Xperia S HD mobile keeps 
them bright. Share the moment via a video chat in HD. Or 
record it all in full HD video. View in razor-sharp clarity 
on the stunning 4.3” Reality Display with Mobile BRAVIA 
Engine. Want more? Simply plug your Xperia S into your 
TV’s HDMI port and enjoy your HD content on a bigger 
screen. A single key press takes you from sleep to snap 
in just over a second. With the 12 megapixel camera of 
Xperia S, you’ll never miss another shot again. And you 
can keep on shooting. No delays, no missing the subject. 
Low light? No worries. The Exmor R for mobile camera 
sensor lightens up any gloomy day. Then share your 
pictures on a big screen. A single swipe of the display, and 
you can enjoy them on your tablet, TV or laptop via DLNA.
www.sonymobile.com

Zik Parrot
Equipped with an active noise 
cancelling system, it insulates you from 
surrounding noise in order to guarantee 
the purest sound experience, whether 
listening to music or making phone calls. 
And because music must be heard in all 
its harmony, intensity and depth, ZIK has 
powerful DSP (Digital Signal Processing) 
algorithms that recreate the contours 
of the music in full. This is the “Parrot 
Concert Hall” effect: the music is in 
front of you, like at a concert! Access to 
basic functions is hyper-intuitive, thanks 
to a touch panel located on the entire 
surface of the ZIK’s right earpiece. Swipe 
the panel vertically to set the volume, or 
swipe it horizontally to skip music.
www.parrot.com/zik

http://www.beoplay.com/
http://www.epson.co.nz/
http://www.sonymobile.com/
http://www.parrot.com/zik
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Leatherman 
Sidekick

This handy pocket-sized tool has 
all the features you need to get your 

project done, at a fraction of the cost. The 
handy, outside-accessible blades mean you 
can open the knife with just one hand and 

rounded handles make getting a grip around 
their all-new, spring-action jaws easy and 

very comfortable. Stainless steel and backed 
by a 25-year warranty; first choice, or 
handy second backup, you can’t beat 

the value of the Sidekick.
www.leatherman.com

HIS/mall

PlayStation Vita
PlayStation Vita delivers the ultimate 
portable gaming experience and 
introduces innovative new ways to 
play and interact. With a choice of 
connectivity options – including 3G 
network support for the first time in 
a PlayStation device – PS Vita offers 
a completely connected, rich and 
immersive  gaming experience. With 
3G and Wi-Fi connectivity users can 
stay constantly connected to their 
PlayStation world and their gaming 
friends using PS Vita’s native gaming 
and social network applications. With 
PS Vita The World is in Play. RRP: 
$449.95 NZD incl GST (WiFi); $549.95 
NZD incl GST RRP (WiFi 3G)
www.playstation.co.nz

IdeaPad YOGA
Lenovo’s IdeaPad YOGA is the industry’s first multi-mode notebook with a 
360 degree flip-and-fold design. Combining the tablet’s ease-of-use with the 
ultrabook’s functionality, IdeaPad YOGA gives consumers four-in-one personal 
computing, with four separate usage modes in one PC. IdeaPad YOGA is the 
union of a stylish, powerful ultrabook and a portable 13.3” multi-touch tablet. 
YOGA’s patented dual-hinge design is engineered to enable content consumption 
and creation spanning four intuitive usage positions ... notebook, tablet, stand, 
and tent …in one computer, while offering higher durability and stability than 
conventional convertible form factors. YOGA is the industry’s thinnest convertible 
ultrabook measuring 16.9mm thin at 1.47kg.  Powered by the Intel Core Processor 
family with a Windows 8 operating system, YOGA supports eight hours of battery 
life with up to 8GB RAM and 256GB SSD.
www.lenovo.com

HYT H1
We knew about clepsydras or water clocks. The oldest found thus far dates  back to the 
age of the pharaohs. It took 3400 years to overcome the force  of gravity and indicate the 
time with a liquid in a mechanical wristwatch.  Many have dreamt of it – HYT has done it. 
The two reservoirs at 06:00. While the first compresses, the second  expands, and the other 
way round, resulting in the movement of the liquid in the capillary. As the hours go by, the 
fluorescent liquid advances. The meniscus, in the shape of a half moon, marks the breaking 
point with the other fluid in the tube, indicating the time. At 18:00, the fluorescent liquid 
comes back to its original position, going backwards. The secret that gets the reservoirs 
going? Two bellows made of a highly resistant, flexible electro-deposited alloy, each driven 
by a piston. And this is where watchmaking comes in to activate the system.
www.hytwatches.com

http://www.leatherman.com/
http://www.playstation.co.nz/
http://www.lenovo.com
http://www.hytwatches.com
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tech

The Samsung Galaxy Note is 
not optimized for skinny jeans. 
You will not see a Galaxy Note 

strapped to the arm of a mall-walker. It is 
not for the meek, nor the timid.

Its size makes it too easy to bash for 
shoot-from-the-hip critics. Some may 
think the 5.3-inch touch screen to be a 
conspicuous display of excess - some-
thing for those who squeeze their Hum-
vee in one of those “small car” parking 
spaces.

Be prepared for jokes about ... com-
pensating, but I’m calling them out. They 
have screen envy. Besides, the Galaxy 
Note has more than that up its sleeve.

Galaxy Note is based on Samsung’s 
popular Galaxy S II which was named 
2012 phone of the year at Mobile World 
Congress. So you’d expect the Note to be 
impressive considering the extra pixie 
dust from Samsung’s upgrade fairies 
rendering a device with a larger, higher-
resolution screen, bigger battery, and the 
S Pen stylus.

Large, but sleek, it is the Lockheed 
SR-71 Blackbird of smartphones. Also like 
the Blackbird, it is fast.

Display
For media junkies, the 
5.3-inch, 1280 by 800 
pixel WXVGA HD Super 
AMOLED screen is the 
honey that makes video, 
games, typing and read-
ing so much sweeter. 
The display boasts bright 
whites and true blacks. 
The colour, however, may 
be a bit oversaturated.

S Pen:  
Ace Up The Sleeve
The S Pen stylus adds an 
organically creative aspect 
to the Galaxy Note. Users 
can sketch drawings, jot 
notes, or write emails and 

texts via handwriting recognition.
S Memo, a multimedia application 

designed to be used with the S Pen, 
allows for pictures, voice recordings, 
typed text, handwritten notes or draw-
ings to be combined via a single applica-
tion, converted to a “memo,” and shared.

With my exceptionally awful penman-
ship, I struggled somewhat with the 
handwriting recognition. But all was 
not lost because the personal touch of a 
handwritten note carries so much more 
than any typeface.

Camera
The camera is pretty good and offers 
control like exposure compensation and 
ISO selection that is sorely lacking in the 
iPhone.

Phablet?
Is it the Swiss Army knife of mobile 
devices? Can it be your smartphone 
and tablet? Does it live up to being a 
“phablet?”

The Galaxy Note certainly presents a 
strong case. It can perform smartphone 
duties and tablet tricks. But even the most 
amazing Swiss Army knife, won’t execute 
a task as well as a specialized tool.

The large screen size defi-
nitely helps with browsing, 
and may indeed negate 
one’s desire for a tablet. As 
Samsung proves, with its 
range of Android devices 
with display sizes spanning 
from less than 4 inches to 
more than 10 inches, one 
size does not fit all.

Speaking of fits, I’ve 
seen complaints about the 
Galaxy Note not being 
pocketable. It slipped into 
my front pockets with 
reasonable ease, but I 
prefer to carry my smaller 
devices in a coat pocket or 
elsewhere.

It is not a form factor for everyone. 
Some may think it’s crazy. That’s OK. 
What would the world be without a little 
crazy.

Good
 0 5.3-inch HD display for when size 

matters
 0 4G speed and call quality
 0 Fast 1.GHz dual-core processor and 

ample 1GB RAM
 0 Capable 8-megapixel camera
 0 S Pen stylus
 0 Long battery standby
 0 Rear facing speaker clarity

But
 0 Cannot get Android 4.0 (Ice Cream 

Sandwich) fast enough
 0 Rear facing speaker can get muffled 

on some surfaces
 0 Handwriting recognition does not 

suit all
 0 Size isn’t always everything. Is that a 

cutting board in your pants?

 GALAXY NOTE: A ‘SMART-TAB’ 
WORDS BY MATTHEW FORTNER/MCT

Specifications
Basics: 4G LTE and HSPA+ 42, mobile 
hotspot capable, 5.3-inch display, Android 
2.3.6 (Gingerbread) operating system with 
Samsung’s TouchWiz skin, 1.5GHz dual-
core processor, 1GB RAM, 16GB internal 
storage, card slot supports up to 32GB 
microSD for additional storage.
Display: 1280 by 800 pixel WXVGA HD 
Super AMOLED touchscreen with Gorilla 
Glass, HDMI connector for TV-out via 
microUSB
Cameras: 2.0 Megapixel front-facing, 8.0 
Megapixel rear-facing camera with LED 
flash, records 1080p HD video at 30fps 
and has microUSB HDMI out to TV.
Features: S Pen stylus and accompany-
ing apps. Swype predictive text.
Battery: 2500 mAh Li-ion 
Dimensions: 5.78 x 3.27 x 0.38 in, 6.45 
ounces

Which of these 
news websites 
has the most 
readers?

The answer, over 
the page...

http://www.investigatemagazine.co.nz/Investigate/
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online

Last year saw further expan-
 sion of social media use, with more 
businesses using it to communicate 

with and attract customers. Online shop-
ping and financial transactions online 
are also increasing sharply in spite of the 
global crisis. Statistical info reveals that 
the amount of money spent for Christmas 
shopping online rose nearly 14% since 
2010 and almost 39% since 2008. All this 
makes it more worthwhile for cybercrims 
to try harder to divert some of the money 
spent online into their own pockets.

ESET Ireland’s research in 2011 showed 
that 1 in 4 Irish computer users have 
already had their computer crashed 
or otherwise damaged by viruses or 
malware. 1 in 5 have had their computer 
infected or data stolen. Fourteen percent 
were hacked or had their social media 
accounts hijacked. And nearly 10% of the 
survey population had been cheated, had 
their credit cards or private info abused, 
or their system was used to unknowingly 
dispatch spam.

While advanced technologies are 
constantly being developed to combat 
malware, cybercriminals are busy finding 
ways to circumvent security software by 

aiming directly for the computer users 
themselves. The weakest link in cyber-
security has always been the human fac-
tor and making people’s curiosity work 
against them which is always a favourite 
tactic of scammers.

Faking it
2011 saw a great increase of fake links to 
stories or videos. Links purporting to offer 
some “shocking news” or “rare video” on a 
widely publicised topic (2011 had the Japan 
earthquake, the Royal wedding, the kill-
ing of Bin Laden, the Oslo massacre and 
Amy Winehouse’s death) in reality lead 
to malicious sites, often infecting users 
with malware, or to various survey scams 
that automatically spammed their online 
friends with more fake links. People just 
kept clicking and clicking in spite of many 
warnings from all sides not to.

Search engine poisoning
A variation of faking also came in the 
form of search engine poisoning. Because 
people tend to search online for hot top-
ics (or news of hot celebrities), cybercrim-
inals poison the search results by creating 
webpages that refer to any current hot 

topic and making them appear promi-
nently in web searches using search index 
optimization techniques. When the users 
click on the search results they may be 
taken to malicious websites, where they 
get infected or are prompted to “pur-
chase” various items or subscriptions 
on fake shopping, online pharmacy or 
pornography sites.

Botnets
Once infected with malware many users’ 
computers were turned into so called 
“zombies” in huge botnets. Large net-
works made up of thousands upon thou-
sands of infected computers, remotely 
controlled to do their controller’s bidding 
without the computer user having any 
clue that his computer is sending out 
spam emails, trying to hack websites, 
distributing malware or illegal content 
while browsing the web or playing an 
online game. While several large botnet 
organisations were successfully defeated 
last year, the scope of them surprised 
even many researchers and as is the case 
with dangerous things such as icebergs, 
indicated that many more lie under the 
surface (including many smaller botnets 
that are intended to be less conspicuous 
but still profitable).

Support scams
When users were reluctant to get them-
selves infected or spend money on dodgy 
sites, the cybercriminals just phoned 
them. “Hello, we’re calling you from 
Bla-bla-Computers- Company and 
will remotely fix your computer of any 
viruses and other trouble for a modest 
fee of $X”, they said. And a surprisingly 
large number of trusting people allowed 
them access to their computer, to do 
pretty much whatever they wanted on it 
remotely, as well as handing over their 
credit card details to pay for the “fee”.

What to do?
The first step towards being safe is know-
ing about the dangers. Do not count on 
software alone to protect you, but stay 
informed of the threats and scams out 
there in order to be better able to avoid 
them. But most of all, as we keep repeat-
ing: Think before you click.

Security advice from Chillisoft,

New Zealand ESET distributors.

with chillisoft

 THE YEAR OF LIVING 
 DANGEROUSLY ONLINE 

You already knew...

InvestigateDaily
where news breaks first 

More New Zealanders visit InvestigateDaily 
for the latest news and features, than visit 

the listener.co.nz website*

www.investigatemagazine.co.nz

*Source: Alexa web traffic rankings, rolling three month average as of 20/03/12

http://www.investigatemagazine.co.nz/Investigate/
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interview | words by michael hamersly/mct

music

His name might not scream “rock superstar” to the 
uninitiated, but Lenny Kravitz has quietly amassed a 
fairly formidable musical resume over the past couple 

of decades. The retro-rocker debuted in 1989 with the genre-
busting album “Let Love Rule,” which combined the funky 
soul vibe of Sly Stone with the socially conscious rock of John 
Lennon. He continued to help shatter black and white musical 
stereotypes – all the while winning multiple Grammys – with 
hits such as “It Ain’t Over ‘til It’s Over,” “Stand By My Woman,” 
“Always on the Run” (with guitarist Slash), “Are You Gonna Go 
My Way,” “Can’t Get You Off My Mind,” “Fly Away” and his 
cover of The Guess Who’s anthem “American Woman.”

Kravitz has just wound up his first American tour in five 
years, in support of his new album, “Black and White Amer-
ica,” featuring the single “Push.” 

Lenny Kravitz shatters 
musical stereotypes

Kravitz talked to The Miami Herald about the show, his new 
album and his somewhat surprising role in the highly antici-
pated new film The Hunger Games.

This is your first U.S. tour in five years. Why so long a wait?
You know, I’ve just been touring in other places. I spent a lot 

of time in Europe and South America and Russia, so that’s just 
the way it’s been, and now I’m coming back.

What can we expect from your show?
I’ve got a very strong band, and we’re gonna play a lot of new 

music and classics mixed together. It’s not choreographed; it’s 
very spontaneous. You’ll hear a few songs from “Black and 
White America.”  I do about four or five new songs, and the rest 
classics.

How would you compare the new album to the classic hits? 
I can’t compare any of my music. They all just stand for what 
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they stand for; they’re just individual pieces, you know what I 
mean? The only difference is they’re new. The songs we played 
on the European tour that were new, the reaction was just as 
strong as for the classics, so you never know how things are 
gonna be, but the new album is the new album, and it’s the 
story of my life at the time I made it, which is over the last 
couple of years. And it has a lot to do with my upbringing and 
my views on a lot of things.

Your music transcends a lot of things that people use to 
pigeonhole artists, including rock, soul and even race. Who 
are some of your biggest musical influences? 

There are so many. Starting with Motown – you know, Stevie 
Wonder, The Jackson 5, Gladys Knight & The Pips, Marvin 
Gaye, Al Green. And Curtis Mayfield, Jimi Hendrix, Miles 
Davis, John Coltrane, Led Zeppelin, The Who, Pink Floyd. I 
mean, I go on and on and on. Bob Marley, Bob Dylan, Aretha 
Franklin. 

When “Let Love Rule” came out, I heard a lot of John Len-
non in there. Would you say that’s true?

Yeah, but interestingly enough, a lot of that was very coinci-
dental, because I had been working on the album, and this guy 
that wanted to manage me said, “I listened to your tape and 
it’s reminiscent of certain things from the Plastic Ono Band, 
you know, John Lennon.” And I had never heard it. So I went 
out and got the Plastic Ono Band, and I was like, “Wow.” I 
could hear the similarities. But I honestly had never heard (the 
albums).

What’s your role in The Hunger Games, and what’s the 
movie about?

It’s a movie about survival. The background is that our cho-
sen few go and have this “hunger game” in this arena, which is 
like a world, or a forest. And it comes down to the last person 

living, and it’s a great, interesting story. I play a character called 
Cinna, who (protects) the lead character Katniss, played by Jen-
nifer Lawrence. 

How was the experience for you? I’m sure it was a lot differ-
ent from recording in the studio.

The thing I like about making films now is that when I 
work in the studio, it’s all me. I play all the instruments, and 
I produce everything by myself. And when it comes to acting, 
it’s got nothing to do with me. It’s about a director’s vision; it’s 
about a character, and I’m there to perform for someone. And I 
like that; I like being in that position, because it’s the complete 
opposite of what I do.

Did you ever feel any pressure in the beginning of your 
career to change your name? 

Well, I was Romeo Blue before, coming out of high school. I 
changed my name. And the beautiful thing about that was that 
it brought me back to being myself, because I couldn’t do it. I 
didn’t like it. It wasn’t me. I tried it and thought, “You know, 
I’m Lenny Kravitz.” Maybe that doesn’t sound like a very rock 
‘n’ roll name, but whatever ... who cares? I gotta be me. And I’m 
so glad that I did that.

The songs we played on the European tour 
that were new, the reaction was just as 
strong as for the classics, so you never know 
how things are gonna be, but the new album 
is the new album, and it’s the story of my life 
at the time I made it
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BOOKS EDITOR | michael morrissey

The New Nicholas Edlin
THE DEVIL’S ELIXIR
By Raymond Khoury
Orion, $39.99.

That famous voyager into inner space, Aldous 
Huxley tried mescaline and LSD in the 1950s. 
Haunted by the idea of a perfect drug – presum-
ably one that brought happiness and enlighten-
ment and no addiction or harmful side effects 
– he focused on soma in his utopian novel, The 
Island. This thriller also explores the possibility 

of an ultimate drug.
The Devil’s Elixir (note the resonances of the title) begins 

with a Jesuit priest recovering from hallucinogenic visions. Just 
what he has ingested is not initially revealed nor indeed are his 
visions described. Thus we are invited into the mystery of his 
inner voyage. 

The scene shifts to the present with Michelle Martinez, a 
former undercover agent for the Drug Enforcement Agency – a 
job guaranteed to make more enemies than friends – expertly 
fending off some bad gun-toting guys. From here on in, we are 
on a virtual non-stop adrenalin ride so keep a glass of wine or 
an Asprin handy. 

Who you gonna call? A trusted ex-boyfriend Sean Reilly (a 
shoe-in for a younger Sean Connery), who hopefully eats bad 
guys for breakfast (and later archaeologist Tess Chaykin lends a 
helping hand). Reilly’s molars will need a work out to deal with 
nasty drug lord Raoul Navarro, shaman, black arts practitioner 
and sorcerer, known more popularly as “El Brujo“. He’s not the 
only bad guy, there’s Gulf War veteran Eli Walker, a biker drug 
dealer who meets a grisly end at the hands (and surgical instru-
ments) of El Brujo. In our more callous era, bad guys have to 
do things that wouldn’t have been considered cricket back in 
Bulldog Drummond’s day – such as genital mutilation. Thank-
fully, we are spared the details. 

And what of the mystery drug that filled the Jesuit with dread 
but mastered by the evil drug lord? It has the properties which 
Leary more or less claimed for LSD – of bringing back memo-
ries of past lives. (They could call it Total Recall.) The drug is 
described as like “ayahuasca on steroids”; something that will 
make “meth look like Asprin”. A sensible reaction should be 
let’s hope such a drug is never discovered. Using Reilly as a 
mouthpiece, Khoury offers some wise thoughts on the positive 
and negative side of such drugs.

Now for the weird part – caution: plot spoiler. Alex, the 
four year old son of Michelle turns out (apparently) to be the 
incarnation of “bioprospector” McKinnon and may know the 
secret of the drug’s formula. There are two trick endings in 
the last chapter but I’m going to play by the thriller reviewer’s 
code of honour and not reveal them. They upend the racy plot 

nicely and this rollicking thriller ends with the question – what 
is Reilly going to do with the dreaded drug? Perhaps there will 
be a sequel. Agent Reilly and archaeologist Tess Chaykin have 
featured in several earlier Khoury thrillers.

THE BELOW COUNTRY
By Nicholas Edlin
Penguin, $30.00

I thoroughly enjoyed Nicholas Edlin’s first novel 
The Widow’s Daughter (see Investigate August 
2010) set in Auckland during World War Two. 
This second novel is divided between Auckland in 
1988 and Seoul, Korea in 1954. The novel purports 
to be a therapeutic document written by Mae 
Glass at the suggestion of her psychiatrist, Dr 

Linkman. Such seemingly unlikely therapy does exist – Professor 
David Epston uses it in the form of narrative therapy to assist in 
the cure of anorexics as do some schools of psychology. It is even 
used in a more truncated form with candidates for the SAS in 
Australia. (My own psychiatrist just wanted me to take my medi-
cation and when I wrote my memoir Taming the Tiger recounting 
two manic episodes was not inclined to read it!). However, I am 
sure Dr Linkman would be highly impressed by Mae’s account of 
family trauma which of course is a beautifully written novel.

The characters are a mixed bunch. The fondly remembered 
childhood Korean sweetheart who reappears did not alas overly 
engage attention. He is insufferable polite and doesn’t quite 
come to life as a character. Mae’s father, Walker Glass excites 
much more interest. Casting a long shadow over the narrative, 
he is a war time officer and famous crime novelist who created 
a private detective of the “hard-boiled” type. He turns out to be 
connected to a dark incident during the Korean War.

In the slowly unravelling story, there are some excellent 
‘cringe’ scenes – the overbearingly optimistic Pastor Mike 
going through his paces; the angry reaction of Walker Glass to 
being made the subject of literary interrogation at the hands of 
Henry, Mae’s academic husband.

Edlin is a confident sophisticated writer who is equally at 
home describing Auckland or Seoul, or depicting Koreans, 
Americans or New Zealanders. This augurs well for his growth 
as an international novelist.

The skeleton in Walker Glass’s cupboard, eventually revealed 
to be war time atrocity photographs, doesn’t quite successfully 
carry the mounting tension that has been hinted at through-
out the narrative, though it serves as the closure for the book’s 
quest. On balance, I preferred Edlin’s first novel, but there is 
plenty in The Below Country to admire. Edlin is arguably our 
most gifted younger male novelist and I am confident he will 
continue to develop and to dazzle us with future novels.

bookcase
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his can result in less oxygen 
and nutrients being delivered 
to muscle groups and organs, 
particularly in times of physical 

exertion. This can impact on our lives in 
various ways. Commonly people feel less 
energetic; many just feel like they are 
slowing down. Some fi nd it takes longer 
to do the things they do every day.

A natural plant-based product, 
CardioMax® WS® 1442, 450 mg may 
offer a solution. CardioMax® has been 
shown to support physical activity for 
those who are prone to fatigue.(1) It 
enhances overall physical activity by 
supporting a healthy heart and cardio 
vascular system.(1)

A 2008 Cochrane review states 
WS® 1442 extract has signifi cant 
benefi ts, when compared with placebo, 
as an adjunctive treatment.(2) Another 
study in 2003 showed that the use 
of CardioMax® increases maximum 
workload.(3)

CardioMax® is rich in anti-oxidants, 
helps maintain normal and healthy 
blood pressure and pulse rate.(4) 

In summary CardioMax® supports 
and helps maintain overall good 
health as well as a healthy heart and 
cardiovascular system. It is suitable for 
all adults who want to care for and 
protect their heart health.

There are no contra-indications for 

CardioMax® with prescription heart 
medication. It has an excellent safety 
profi le and a high level of tolerance.(5)

It is manufactured and marketed in 
Germany as Crataegutt® by Dr. Willmar 
Schwabe Pharmaceuticals. Last year this 
No 1 selling German natural heart care 
product had German sales in excess of 
1,000,000 packets.
Recommended by doctors and 
cardiologists around the world.
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consider this

a
m

y
 b

ro
o

ke T he Dominion Post, part of the 
 overseas-owned, Fairfax media stable 
of newspapers, magazines, and radio 

stations, is, like most of our newspapers and 
journals, now a far cry from a once solidly-
based, New Zealand-owned paper reflecting 
the values of heartland New Zealanders.

As usual, another near-recent head-
line couldn’t be more wrong. Reflecting 
an increasingly ultra-liberal, celebrity-
eulogising stance, its obituary for Carmen 
(Tiote Rupe) – “brothel keeper, prostitute, 
transsexual”, trumpeted – “Having fun 
broadened attitudes”. This supposed fam-
ily newspaper praised Carmen, originally 
Trevor David Rupe, for having “lowered 
social barriers for gays, transsexuals and 
other sexual minorities…” 

Pictures of Carmen in his/her later years 
showed a pathetically gaudy figure living in 
declining health in a one-bedroom flat near 
King’s Cross Sydney, a far cry from the Car-
men who “bared her enormous, man-made 
breasts at the Trentham races”. However, 
Wellington Mayor Celia Wade-Brown 
predictably enthused, in the usual clichéd 
phraseology, that this basically isolated, 
highly controversial figure had “broke[n] 
down barriers among conservative 1970s 
society.” By Carmen’s own reckoning, her 
staff contained homosexuals, heterosexuals, 
lesbians, masochists, sadists, transsexuals, 
transvestites and cross-dressers. 

All jolly good fun? Or symptoms of a 
breaking society? 

A craving for what we may call the truth 
of things seems almost innate in most 
people. And as Spectator columnist Matthew 
Parris points out… “no rule-based civilisa-
tion can function if its members feel no 
inborn respect for the idea of rules.” We can 
add… and of boundaries.

The implications are considerable. It has 
never just been a case of our society being 
inclined to pedantically conform to rules and 
regulations. The human spirit rebels against 
pointless constrictions on freedom, overly 
pious decrees, edicts, injunctions – anything 
in the line of top-down controls on individu-
als. Nevertheless, respect for the reality of 
values has always been based on recognizing 
that some of these, accepted down through 
the generations, are essential for any society 
to cohere in the sense of offering stability, 
permanence, and an insistence on protecting 
those least able to protect themselves. Chil-
dren are central here.

Both primary and secondary schools set 
their pupils to read the daily newspapers to 
become informed about the issues of the day 
– inappropriately, prematurely, and without 
any defence against this sort of damaging 
propaganda, in the eyes of many discerning 
parents. But then our state schools (and by 
no means excluding some private schools) 
in spite of all the hyped-up nonsense about 
our first-class education system, are basically 
basket cases. One doesn’t have to look further 
than amiable, well-disposed, empty-headed 
and extraordinarily ignorant, poorly-spoken, 

Squandering what we 
had going for us…

Respect for the reality of values has 
always been based on recognizing that some 
of these, accepted down through the generations, 

are essential for any society
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propagandised and damagingly uncritical prod-
ucts of all those years of primary and secondary 
schooling to realised how criminally short-
changed so many of its graduates have been.

 “That there is cultural decay in a declin-
ing West is hardly worth arguing about,” 
observes another widely published, provocative 
columnist, Taki Theodoracopulos, political 
commentator and socialite. This Greek gadfly, 
intellectually astute, is well able to hold his own 
when critiquing the decay in standards and 
behaviour, in civility and courtesy, the decline 
in knowledge – even the ominous inability to 
actively think. “Nor can one deny that a power-
less, and increasingly cretinized citizenry has 
been brainwashed into a state of conformity 
comparable to domesticated animals, with 
their lives totally controlled by technology and 
non-elected bureaucrats.”

 Its parallel has been the worldwide rise of an 
immensely wealthy nouveau riche – dictators, politicians and 
financiers, many steeped in the corruption accompanying the 
breakdown of the former Soviet Union; the fragmentation of 
Europe and the destruction of its family monarchies; and the 
growth of nepotism in the Chinese Communist Government’s 
phenomenally rich, self-serving hierarchy.

A stance far more likely to win agreement by those essentially 
intimidated by the intolerance of the “liberal” minorities who 
command the support of our overseas-owned media; our now 
subservient politicians, and our show-off of a Prime Minister, is 
that by the Catholic Cardinal Keith O’Brien in Scotland, con-
fronting British Prime Minister David Cameron and pointing 
out the essential madness of the call for homosexual and lesbian 
“rights” to same-sex marriage – a biological impossibility and 
an offence against the truth of what marriage essentially is and 
has always been…as “an attempt to redefine reality… at the 
behest of a small minority of activists.”

What changes? There is belated recognition that the children of 
the West, not just in New Zealand, have been tools in the hands of 
ideologues misusing the education system to peddle their beliefs 
through the schools, in the determined attack upon democracy 
best achieved – according to the Italian communist Gramsci’s 
instructions – by “the long March through the institutions”. 

Overseas, the reaction has been an extraordinarily success-
ful handover of control of neighbourhood schools to parents 
and other private interests – removing them from the control of 
government and state bureaucracies promoting their basically 
subversive doctrines and advocacies.

Here the move is being bitterly opposed – predominantly by 
the leftwing teacher unions with their revealing opposition to 
teachers being scrutinised and assessed to ensure that children 
are being properly taught. Moreover, some of our private schools 
themselves need challenging. Nelson’s Catholic Garin College 
supports the pop-rock cult – even given its displacement of 
genuinely worthwhile learning – and ignoring the reality of its 
highly damaging, alcohol-ridden, drug-taking, sexually subver-
sive world. Its principal, John Boyce’s wrong-headed push to abol-

ish schoolbooks in place of e-learning reminds me of Sebastian 
Faulks’ warning (A Week In December) that this is the first gen-
eration in Western civilisation less well educated than its parents.

The equally damaging “literature” being forced onto defence-
less teenagers includes Auckland’s St Cuthberts English depart-
ment’s (it’s always the English Departments) promotion of a 
book which has a shocked girl suffering nightmares, after being 
forced to read about a girl beating her mother to a bloody death 
with a brick. No prizes for guessing Heavenly Creatures – the 
film she was also forced to watch… A second book? The Lovely 
Bones –“the story of a teenage girl who, after being raped and 
murdered , watches from her personal heaven as her family and 
friends struggle to move on with their lives while she comes to 
terms with her own death.” The third from the same school? The 
Kite Runner which describes a boy being raped. Naturally.

An understandably upset mother tells what we are increas-
ingly hearing. Well- educated, intelligent immigrants are now 
leaving because of the sheer awfulness of so much of our mass 
education system. In this case it is Chinese and Malaysian- Chi-
nese parents living here who are taking to send their children 
back home to Malaysia or China to stay with grandparents to 
be educated for a year or so in a Malaysian-Chinese education 
system. Upon their return these children are well ahead of their 
New Zealand-schooled peers.

An English immigrant who loved New Zealand when he 
immigrated 30 years ago commented sadly the other day that 
New Zealanders have squandered so much of what they had 
going for them. He still loves the people. Is it what has been 
done to the country – no prizes for work for working out by 
whom – which troubles him. 

He is right – and those who care are welcome to add their 
determination to claim back this country. See www.100days.co.nz

© Amy Brooke

www.amybrooke.co.nz 

www.100days.co.nz
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the question

m
a
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 fl
a
n
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a
n What we call ‘after-birth 

abortion’ (killing a newborn 
baby) should be permissible in 

all the cases where abortion is, including 
cases where the newborn is not disabled.” 
These words, published in the prestigious 
Journal of Medical Ethics by ethicists Dr 
Francesca Minerva and Dr Alberto Giu-
bilini, sparked outrage around the world. 

After-birth abortion is, of course, a 
nonsensical euphemism; the term ‘abortion’ 
means to ‘terminate a pregnancy’, it cannot, 
by definition, apply post-pregnancy. The 
authors are talking about infanticide: the 
killing of infants; in essence, putting human 
babies down. People were shocked and 
perplexed that ethicists were advocating this 
and that a leading medical ethics journal 
was taking this idea seriously.

The outrage the followed has forced the 
authors to back-pedal; they have since argued 
that there conclusion was only theoretical, it 
was only published for Ethicists to read and 
they were not engaging in political lobbying. 
This response is odd. The whole point of Eth-
ics is to answer the question of how we ought 
to do things. If the author’s conclusion is cor-
rect then doctors should perform after-birth 
abortions; they should kill newborn babies 
on any ground that currently abortions can 
be performed on, which, in practice, is almost 
any ground at all. It is precisely this implica-
tion that is widely and correctly condemned 
as outrageous.

Less widely commented on is the argu-
ment the authors gave for this conclusion. 
Minerva and Giubilini note that “abortion is 
largely accepted even for reasons that do not 

have anything to do with the foetus’ health.” 
Taking this acceptance as given they then 
advance three key claims. First [1], they argue 
that an infant, like a foetus, is only a potential 
person and is not an actual person. Second 
[2], that potential personhood confers no 
right to life upon a biological organism. Third 
[3], that the interests of actual people to not be 
encumbered with the care or financial burden 
of raising a child (or even adopting) can be 
significant enough to justify killing poten-
tial persons. These claims are all extremely 
familiar; in fact, [1], [2] and [3] are simply 
claims that are already widely accepted in the 
literature justifying legal abortion, arguments 
which lead to the legalisation of abortion in 
the west some forty years ago.

Take [2]; if merely being a potential person 
confers a right to life on an organism then 
foetuses have a right to life because they are 
at least potential persons. Defenders of abor-
tion deny that feticide is killing an actual 
person; hence they accept [2].

Similarly [3] is accepted, at least implicitly, 
in New Zealand. Current practice allows 
people to destroy potential persons for a wide 
variety of reasons, including the burdens 
of care associated with child rearing and 
economic grounds. If one accepts this cur-
rent practice then potential persons can be 
destroyed for the sake of relieving all manner 
of unpleasant economic and social burdens. 
There is minimal outrage over this; those who 
express it are generally dismissed as extremist 
nutters, so [2] and [3] appear to be convention-
ally accepted as mainstream liberal thinking.

In the same way, whilst it may not be widely 
known, [1] has been implicitly accepted in 

After-birth abortion

Minerva and Giubilini propose a morally 
outrageous conclusion that it is permissible 

for women to kill their newborn infants 
for any of the reasons by which 

society currently permits abortion
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have a very rudimentary form of consciousness, which is similar 
to that of other animals, but they are not rational, autonomous, 
self-aware and nor can they speak a language. These capacities 
are acquired by human beings sometime after birth. Infants are 
human beings, but are only potential persons. Hence, by parity of 
reasoning, infants do not have a right to life either.

This problem with the standard pro-abortion position is, 
within ethics, well known. In one of the most important 
defences of abortion rights, which is now widely used in first 
year ethics texts, Mary Anne Warren noted this problem. She 
conceded that a foetus is not a person, and does not have a right 
to life. However, she argued, infanticide is still wrong because 
other persons (adults and society) value infants and desire their 
preservation. This is not merely a fringe position; it is the main-
stream pro-abortion position of writers such as Joel Feinberg, 
Michael Tooley, Louis Pojman, Tristram Englehardt, Joseph 
Fletch, Peter Singer and many others.

So, if one accepts the standard arguments used to justify legal 
abortion, [1] seems unassailable. If infants are only potential 
people then they have no right to life and are protected only 
because their parents or society want them to live. The implica-
tion, of course, is that if these infants are unwanted or if their 
existence proves burdensome on parents or society, they can be 
aborted or terminated just like a foetus.

What is novel about Minerva and Giubilini’s position is their 
frank admission that raising children is burdensome and that 
if parents really believed infanticide to be no more problematic 
than abortion then many would not want their children. 

Consider the burdens typically used to justify legal abortion. 
We are told that abortion prevents unwanted children who are 
likely to be poor, abused or engage in crime. It is hailed as a 
solution to over-population and the existence of more handi-
capped people. It prevents adult and teen women from falling 
into economic hardship and stress. It enables them to complete 
their education and pursue their careers. However, all of this is 
equally true of infanticide. Infanticide prevents the existence of 
unwanted children and their associated social costs, lowers the 
population, prevents the handicapped existing and save women 
and teenagers from the economic and emotional stresses of 
parenthood. The case for abortion and infanticide are on par.

Minerva and Giubilini propose a morally outrageous con-
clusion that it is permissible for women to kill their newborn 
infants for any of the reasons by which society currently 
permits abortion – which in reality is almost any reason at 
all. This is obscene. Yet the argument flows logically and quite 
naturally from the claims upon which the philosophical case 
for legal abortion has been based. These assumptions are 
taken for granted going by New Zealand’s current stance. New 
Zealand faces a dilemma; if it accepts these assumptions then it 
must logically accept child-killing. If this is unacceptable then 
those assumptions are mistaken and legal abortion needs to be 
rethought. Burying ones head in the sand and chanting “keep 
your rosaries off my ovaries”, or putting sappy uninformed 
sound bites out into public debate does not cut it.

Dr Matthew Flannagan is an Auckland based Analytic Theologian 

who researches and publishes in the area of Philosophy of Religion, 

Theology and Ethics; he blogs at www.mandm.org.nz.
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pro-abortion literature for the last 40 years. The reason is this: a 
foetus is clearly and unequivocally a human being. Whilst people 
sometimes claim that a foetus is merely a clump of cells, this is, 
at best, only accurate at the earlier embryonic stage of develop-
ment. By the foetal stage of 6-8 weeks after conception (which 
is, incidentally, when most pregnancies are confirmed and most 
abortions occur) one clearly is talking about a living, biological, 
physiological human animal. To justify abortion defenders of 
abortion had to argue that whilst a foetus is a human being this 
fact is insufficient to give it a right to life.

Two reasons lead to this conclusion. Firstly, a widely held 
position known as secularism contends that religious reasons 
must be bracketed from discussions of public policy. Hence, 
one cannot approach the question of abortion presupposing the 
standard Christian view that human beings have been made in 
God’s image and as such have been given a special dignity not 
given to other animals. One can afford human beings such a 
dignity only if one identifies a non-theological or natural prop-
erty that human beings possess and which other animals lack 
that plausibly grounds such a status.

Secondly, once religious beliefs are bracketed then it is very 
difficult to find any such property. The fact that an animal is 
of a particular species is, of itself, no more relevant than the 
fact that someone is of a particular race. The only properties 
that seem remotely relevant are that mature humans typically 
possess higher psychological functions that other animals lack 
such as: sentience, self-consciousness, rationality, ability to use 
language, autonomy and so on. These functions are relevant 
because an animal with these properties can be aware of its 
future existence and value it, judge it valuable, and desire its 
preservation. In the literature, these psychological properties 
are referred to as ‘personhood’. Even if there is no God to confer 
value or dignity on human beings, persons can still have lives 
that are valuable to themselves.

To defend abortion rights, a distinction was drawn between 
being a human being and a person. Whilst foetuses are actual 
human beings they are not actually persons as the psychology of 
a foetus is extremely primitive. Foetuses do not appear to be con-
scious at all until around 28 weeks, and even then the conscious-
ness is primitive. Most mature non-human animals are far more 
developed psychologically than a human foetus, and even though 
the foetus has some minimal consciousness, it certainly is not yet 
self-aware or rational or so on. Hence, foetuses are only potential 
persons, and according to [2], have no right to life.

There are several problems with this argument. First, it 
implies that only those who value their life and desire its 
preservation have a right to life. This is subject to some obvi-
ous counter examples. Consider the depressed suicidal teenager 
who has broken up with his girlfriend or consider some mad 
and deluded person who believes the gods will reward him if he 
is the victim of a human sacrifice. In both cases the person has a 
right to life despite lacking a desire to live.

But the most serious problem is that, by this definition, infants 
are not persons either. In A Defence of Abortion, leading defender 
of abortion David Boonin notes that “by any plausible measure 
dogs, and cats, cows and pigs, chickens and ducks are more 
intellectually developed than a new born infant”. Human infants 
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