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We’ve become so busy that we can’t 
always see the wood for the trees.

Funnily enough, there’s a little bit of 
that going on in Europe at the moment 
and it’s a sign of where our civilisation 
is heading. You may remember Mark 
Steyn’s bleak warnings last issue about 
impending civilisational collapse. Now 
comes the news that tens of thousands 
of trees are disappearing in Greece and 
Germany as people chop them down to 
stay warm.

Warm, you ask? Yes, Europe is bask-
ing under another eight-inch dump of 
global warming and because the Euro-
pean politicians are all wedded to the 
idea of an emissions trading scheme, 
power prices have gone through the 
roof. Little wonder, because taxpayers’ 
hard earned cash is being spent on get 
rich quick schemes for investors like Al 
Gore – solar energy and wind power.

Both of these energy forms are 
horrifically expensive and inefficient, 
especially at the time you need power 
the most – during a bitter northern 
winter.

The wood for the trees
Sometimes its worth standing still for a moment and absorbing the big picture 
unfolding around you. For most of us, our lives move at breakneck speed, punctuated 
by the demands of family, friends, work and the occasional major news story that 
demands our attention.

John Key stood in Antarctica this month, 
wrapped in fur with icicles forming on his 

nose, telling us “global warming is real”. He 
looked very convincing, I must say

Editor

“This is your future. Huddled around 
wood stoves to keep warm because 
electricity is too expensive because of 
subsidies paid to rich people who own 
wind farms and solar panels,” wrote 
one blogger this month.

“When the mercury falls, the theft 
of wood in the country’s woodlands 
goes up as people turn to cheaper ways 
to heat their homes,” reported Ger-
many’s Der Spiegel. “With energy costs 
escalating, more Germans are turning 
to wood burning stoves for heat. That, 
though, has also led to a rise in tree 
theft in the country’s forests.”

In Greece, it is not an occasional tree 
going missing but vast forests. Resi-
dents of the debt-ridden basket case 
can’t afford electricity and are return-
ing to peasant lifestyles.

Who’d have thought?
In New Zealand, the delusional 

bunch driving climate change policy 
have spent the summer cranking out 
the usual scare stories about how we’re 
all going to die because temperatures 
will rise by 40 degrees by the end of the 

century, and the oceans will rise three 
kilometres because of melting ice.

They keep on ignoring the inconve-
nient truth that global temperatures 
haven’t really risen since 1998 – fifteen 
years ago – according to the UK Met 
Office computers.

Worse, there are signs that the sun is 
powering down in the same way it did 
leading into the Little Ice Age of the 
middle ages, when it was so cold the Eng-
lish Channel almost froze over between 
Dover and France, and the river Thames 
was frozen solid for weeks at a time each 
winter. The ice was so thick they had 
circus elephants perform on it.

Unfortunately, in that time before 
cheap electricity, it was so cold that 
entire families were found frozen like 
popsicles in their beds, and at night 
the air was rent by huge cracks as tree 
trunks exploded in the bitter cold.

John Key stood in Antarctica this 
month, wrapped in fur with icicles 
forming on his nose, telling us “global 
warming is real”. 

He looked very convincing, I must say.



Comfort is...
simply another name for Stressless®

Seated in a Stressless® you’ll instantly recognise the true meaning of comfort. 
It’s the way it glides back smoothly adding perfect support in all positions. 
It’s how it gently swings – with effortless ease and stability. It’s the finest 
leather covering the soft, yet supple cushion. And it’s how the adjustable 
footstool completes the total feeling of relaxation, all the way down to  
your feet. Every single detail is designed with your wellbeing in mind.  
We recommend you try a Stressless recliner soon!

stressless® 
Magic

Custom made to order. A wide range of 
styles, leather colours, fabrics and wood 
finishes are available, allowing you to 
match the décor in your home. A selected 
range is available for immediate delivery.

100% made in norway!
THe oriGinaL and THe BeST SinCe 1971

��

Sleep Function
The sleep function is 
activated with one 
simple movement to 
lay the headrest flat.

Plus™ System
The patented Plus™ 
system provides 
anatomically correct 
lumbar support in 
all positions and 
automatically adjusts 
the headrest as you 
recline.

Glide System
For unbeatable 
comfort, you set the 
Stressless® wheel 
once and change 
your sitting position 
by using your body 
weight.

Genuine Leather
Finest through dyed 
and rich leather 
carefully selected 
to enhance the true 
comfort and pleasure 
of your Stressless®.

NZ DISTRIBUTORSTRESSLESS® STudioS
dANSKE MØBLER
Auckland 983 Mt Eden Road, Three Kings. Ph 09 625 3900 • 13a Link Drive, Wairau Park. Ph 09 443 3045
501 Ti Rakau Drive, Botany Town Centre. Ph 09 274 1998 Hamilton 15 Maui Street, Te Rapa. Ph 07 847 0398 
Taupo 29 Totara Street, Totara Point. Ph 07 378 3156 Hastings 810 Heretaunga Street West. Ph 06 876 1010
Palmerston Nth 699 Main Street. Ph 06 358 6800 Lower Hutt Harvey Norman Centre, 28 Rutherford Street. Ph 04 568 5001

Whangarei Fabers Furnishings Tauranga Greerton Furnishings Rotorua Van Dyks Gisborne Fenns  Napier Danks Furnishers  
New Plymouth & Hawera Cleggs Wanganui Wanganui Furnishers Masterton Country Life Furniture    
Blenheim & Nelson Lynfords Christchurch D.A. Lewis • McKenzie & Willis Ashburton Redmonds Furnishing & Flooring  
Timaru Ken Wills Furniture dunedin McKenzie & Willis Queenstown & invercargill H & J Smith

www.stressless.co.nz

110301 Investigate feb-mar13 stressless.indd   1 1/14/13   12:52:06 PM

http://www.stressless.co.nz


6 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Feb/Mar 2013

Chief Executive Officer Heidi Wishart
Group Managing Editor Ian Wishart

NZ EDITION 
Advertising Josephine Martin 
 09 373-3676
 sales@investigatemagazine.com

Contributing Writers: Hal Colebatch, Amy 
Brooke, Chris Forster, Peter Hensley, Mark Steyn, 
Chris Philpott, Michael Morrissey, Miranda 
Devine, Richard Prosser, Claire Morrow, James 
Morrow, Len Restall, Laura Wilson, and the 
worldwide resources of MCTribune Group, UPI 
and Newscom

Art Direction Heidi Wishart
Design & Layout Bozidar Jokanovic

Tel: +64 9 373 3676
Fax: +64 9 373 3667
Investigate Magazine, PO Box 188, 
Kaukapakapa, Auckland 0843, NEW ZEALAND

AUSTRALIAN EDITION
Editor Ian Wishart
Advertising sales@investigatemagazine.com
Tel/Fax: 1-800 123 983

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Online: www.investigatemagazine.com
By Phone: Australia 1-800 123 983
 NZ 09 373 3676
By Post: To the PO Box
NZ Edition: $85;
AU Edition: A$96

Email: 
editorial@investigatemagazine.com,  
ian@investigatemagazine.com,  
australia@investigatemagazine.com,  
sales@investigatemagazine.com,  
helpdesk@investigatemagazine.tv

All content in this magazine is copyright, and 
may not be reproduced in any form without 
the written permission of the publisher. The 
opinions of advertisers or contributors are 
not necessarily those of the magazine, and no 
liability is accepted.
We take no responsibility for unsolicited 
material sent to us. Please enclose a stamped, 
SAE envelope. Inquiries in the first instance 
should be made via email or fax.
Investigate magazine Australasia is published 
by HATM Magazines Ltd

Volume 10, Issue 136, ISSN 1175-1290 [Print]

TOOTH DECAY INCREASING
Even after decades of fluoridation, 

a new Government report is show-

ing severe tooth decay in fluoridated 

areas.  The same is happening in 

the birthplace of fluoridation – the 

USA. The 2009 NZ Oral Health survey 

showed tooth decay increasing in 

fluoridated areas but decreasing in 

unfluoridated areas, The Ministry 

admits it cannot explain this.

The South Wairarapa DHB recently 

announced that more children in flu-

oridated areas required multiple tooth 

extractions under general anesthetic 

than those in unfluoridated areas, 

who also have less total tooth decay.

Parents are striving to do the right 

things by limiting soft drinks, other 

sugary foods, and ensuring their chil-

dren brush their teeth twice a day, but 

still their children have ended up with 

dental decay.

The recent Stuff article does identify 

real issues – baby-bottle decay (which 

fluoride cannot stop); sweet drinks, 

snacks at night and insufficient 

checkups (a recent Canterbury pro-

gramme showed a 30-50% reduction 

through regular checkups).

It may actually be that another Min-

istry of Health initiative is at least one 

of the reasons. It is well known now 

that most New Zealanders are likely to 

be vitamin D deficient, and vitamin D 

plays a crucial role in bone and tooth 

development. Exposure of the skin to 

natural sunlight is the body’s primary 

source of Vitamin D. Therefore the 

Slip Slop Slap message may be having 

unintended consequences. 

 Mary Byrne, National Coordinator

Fluoride Action Network NZ

147 ‘SANDY HOOK’  
MASSACRES A WEEK
The government should ignore the 

shrill voices of the Abortion Law Reform 

Association, the Family Planning 

Association and the Women’s Health 

Action Trust,  advocates for a culture 

of death who call for the imposition of 

Roe v Wade type decriminalisation of 

abortion in New Zealand with increased 

violence against women. Their call 

in no way represents the interests of 

women and their unborn children. COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

The Lincoln Room
The darkling clock ticks out a brief rococo hour.
On his master’s shoe a snoring hound awakes
and growls a sentry challenge. ‘Nay, I am no fox.
Peace! Why, Mr Douglass! Sir, what brings you here?’

A spectral hand’s caress. The hackled dog falls still.
‘Nay, I see it is not so, yet I rejoice.
My White House greets another son of Illinois,
and all the hounds of Wall Street bark and bell.

Sleep on, my captain, and know that also I
Faced down the querulous multitude in my time.
I too was mocked and jeered, and held above the 
storm
The candle in the wanting dark. Good fortune, and 
goodbye.’

The weary sleeper hunches in his pain.
The ghost departs, and dog and man sleep on.

David Greagg

Poetry

The Roe v Wade decision is based on 

a falsehood, it effectively declared that 

the unborn child is not a human being 

and is the property of the mother. She 

may kill the child if that is her choice. 

There is no Supreme Court decision 

that has brought down on American 

women such pain and destruction. It is 

reminiscent of the notorious Dred Scott 

decision of the United States Supreme 

Court in 1857 which declared that negro 

slaves were not human beings and were 

the property of their owners.

Since the passing of Roe v Wade 

a total of 55,772,015 innocent and 

defenceless unborn children have 

been killed in the United States in their 

mother’s wombs. This is 3,820 children 

every week [147 times the death toll of 

the Sandy Hook school slaughter]. 

Those who use Roe v Wade as an 

argument for their advocacy should 

be aware that the decision is founded 

on lies and falsehood and will in time 

be overturned. The Jane Roe who was 

the plaintiff in the case was told by her 

pro-abortion lawyers to lie to the Court 

that she had been raped and wanted 

an abortion. She also did not have an 

abortion but gave birth to her child. 

Her real name is Norma McCovey and 

she is now an ardent defender of the 

right to life of the unborn. 

Ken Orr, Spokesperson, Right to Life
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Enemy at the gates
I had my pocketknife confiscated at Christchurch Airport the other week. It’s a Swiss 
Army knife, a fairly basic model, cracking on a bit in years now; I was given it as a 
present by my Aunt (rest her soul) and Uncle, back in the mists of time before I headed 
off overseas on my OE.

Richard Prosser

I had my pocketknife confiscated at 
Christchurch Airport the other week. 
It’s a Swiss Army knife, a fairly basic 
model, cracking on a bit in years now; 
I was given it as a present by my Aunt 
(rest her soul) and Uncle, back in 
the mists of time before I headed off 
overseas on my OE. Once upon a time 
it had a couple of red plastic flanges 
bearing the Victorinox crest, and a pair 
of tweezers, and even a toothpick; not 
now, of course. Those accoutrements 
are long gone, lost somewhere twixt 
here and the far reaches of God’s earth, 
their passing as much a testament to 
the changing of the world as it is to the 
passage of my own journey through it.

Time was, I could – and did – tran-
sit the great airports of the West with 
that very knife in my right-hand jeans 
pocket; Auckland, Singapore, Heath-
row, Frankfurt, Los Angeles, Charles 
de Gaulle…the list goes on. I have 
flown into, and out of, more cities than 

I could count, with that one tired old 
beaten-up pocketknife in my posses-
sion – including the aforementioned 
Christchurch. I have made the trip 
from Canterbury to Wellington, and 
back, more than thirty times in the 
last year alone, and on each and every 
occasion my trusty old blade has been 
there with me. Not so any more, it 
would seem.

I have taken it into No. 10 Down-
ing St and into the House of Lords 
in Westminster, into the Victorian 
State Parliament, into both Houses of 
the Australian Parliament, and it has 
accompanied me into our own Debat-
ing Chamber every day this past year. 

Never once have I been tempted to 
commit a terrorist act with it. I like 
to think that this is because I’m not a 
terrorist. Not so long ago, before the 
world went mad, ordinary people like 
yours truly could travel the length and 
breadth of Christendom, and beyond, 

without being made to feel like sus-
pects and pariahs.

That we now cannot, it seems, 
appears to me to send a very clear mes-
sage; and that is that it is apparent that 
the terrorists have already won. If they 
haven’t, then why do ordinary law-
abiding people like you and me have 
to endure the third degree every time 
we get on an aeroplane in our own 
country?

I’m not looking for special treatment. 
Security needs to be across the board, 
and no-one should be immune from 
that. I mean one could be forgiven for 
assuming that a member of the nation’s 
Parliament probably isn’t intending on 
hijacking his regular commuter flight 
with a pocketknife, or building some 
nefarious explosive device, inflight, 
out of toothpaste and mineral water. 
At the same time, neither are probably 
99.-something percent of other regular 
passengers, business people, tourists, 
travelers, you name it.

But the few who are, equally prob-
ably, almost certainly fall into one or 
more of a very small number of very 
predictable and easily identifiable 
categories. 

Back in the heady days of the sixties 
and seventies, when Communism was 
the fashionable cause du jour, a core 
cabal of political activist groups made 
airliner hijackings their forte, and 

Not so long ago, before the world went mad, 
ordinary people like yours truly could travel 

the length and breadth of Christendom, 
and beyond, without being made to feel like 

suspects and pariahs
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Enemy at the gates

pistol-induced diversions to Cuba were 
a not uncommon distraction on trans-
European and trans-Atlantic flights.

Today, of course, that threat has been 
neutralized, and it is a new enemy who 
threatens our national and cultural 
borders.

Today, whilst it can most certainly 
be said that not all Muslims are ter-
rorists, it is it equally undeniable that 
most terrorists are Muslims. The 9/11 
hijackers were Muslims. The London 
tube bombers were Muslims. The 
Taliban are Muslims. So are al-Qa’ida. 
There is a pattern here, I promise you. 
These are angry young Muslim men 
who hate the West and want to destroy 
it. They attack us, and our institutions 
and infrastructures, and our way of 
life, and our values and beliefs and 
precepts, because we are not like them, 
and for no other reason.  

They use our freedoms against us, 
and that is their advantage, and our 
undoing.

Well I say enough. I say enough of 
this pandering to an upstart minority, 
I say enough of this cowardly, ineffec-
tive, politically correct reluctance to 
address the issue where it really lies. 
I say we should stop hiding behind a 
facade of misplaced tolerance born of 
spineless fear, and face the issues of ter-
rorism and security where they need to 
be faced – head on.

If the greatest identifiable threat to 
modern aviation security is posed by 
young Muslim males, then surely the 
answer is to prohibit young Muslim 
males from flying on our aeroplanes. 
And the greatest identifiable threat to 
Western aviation security is posed by 
young Muslim males. That much is 
undeniable statistical fact. Why are we 
beating around the bush here?

We don’t need to target the Ameri-
can family flying home from holiday 
abroad. We don’t need to target the 
80-year-old grandmother in a wheel-
chair on her way back to Munich from 
Tenerife. We don’t need to target the 
young English guy flying home to Man-
chester after a surfing holiday in Thai-
land. Yes, he’s almost certainly been 
smoking drugs on the beach. But he also 
almost certainly isn’t carrying any back 
with him, and he absolutely certainly 
isn’t planning on blowing the plane up 

with his drink bottle, either. If he was, 
it is far more likely that his name would 
be Abdul rather than Adrian.

And I can tell you straight that this 
writer is never going to blow up any 
aeroplane that he is sitting in. I’m a 
family man. When I fly, my partner 
and our daughters fly with me. That’s 
the difference, see; I’m not remotely 
interested in any ridiculous concept 
involving the promise of an afterlife 
including the exclusive attentions of 
some 72 virgins, and the blessing of my 
imaginary friend in the sky, in return 
for the slaying of the aforementioned 
imaginary friend’s enemies – real or 
equally imagined – here on earth.

The only virgins of any interest to me 
are my babies, who I will protect until 
death, so that they may grow up to be 
the confident, powerful, equal citizens 
that their Norse and Celtic lineage, and 
New Zealand’s egalitarian laws, have 
destined them to be. I will not stand 
by while their rights and freedoms, 
and those of other New Zealanders 
and Westerners, are denigrated by a 
sorry pack of misogynist troglodytes 
from Wogistan, threatening our way 
of life and security of travel in the 
name of their stone-age religion, and 
its barbaric attitudes towards women, 
democracy, and individual choice.

I say this: In order to ensure safety 
for passengers, crew, and civiliza-
tion alike, on the world’s airlines, it is 

necessary to send a message to those 
who would threaten that safety, and it 
is this; if you are a young male, aged 
between say about 19 and about 35, 
and you’re a Muslim, or you look like 
a Muslim, or you come from a Muslim 
country, then you are not welcome 
to travel on any of the West’s airlines 
– not, at least and until, the religion 
which is Islam has taken it upon itself, 
and proven that it is able, to prevent 
the extremists within its fold from 
behaving in the manner in which they 
have done, these past dozen years and 
more. If the belief systems of ancient 
history are so important to you, and 
the advances of the decadent West so 
abhorrent, go ride a camel instead.

I don’t believe that such is an unrea-
sonable demand to make. Others will, 
of course; plenty of commentators will 
take umbridge at my suggestion, and 
not only because I’m an MP. To me this 
says that the enemy is not merely at 
the departure gates; but that he – and 
she – is already within, that excessive 
tolerance, coupled with the twin evils 
of diversity and multiculturalism, 
upheld and promoted by political cor-
rectness and other weaknesses of spirit 
and nationalism, mean that the citadel 
has already been breached, and that the 
terrorists have already won.

We can do better than this.

Richard Prosser
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On the other, on taxes Republicans 
caved to the same class-warfare prem-
ises (the rich need to pay their “fair 
share”) they’d successfully fought off 
a mere two years ago; while on spend-
ing the Democrats not only refused to 
make cuts, they refused to make cuts 
even part of the discussion.

Which of the above is correct? Who 
cares? As I said, the politics is debat-
able. But the reality isn’t. I hate to keep 
plugging my book After America in this 
space, but if you buy multiple copies 
they’ll come in very useful for insulat-
ing your cabin after the power grid col-
lapses. At any rate, right up there at the 
front – page six – I write as follows:

“The prevailing political realities of 
the United States do not allow for any 
meaningful course correction. And, 
without meaningful course correction, 
America is doomed.”

Washington keeps proving the point. 
The political class has just spent two 
months on a down-to-the-wire nail-
biting white-knuckle thrill-ride nego-
tiation the result of which is more busi-
ness as usual. At the end, as always, 

Dr. Obama and Dr. Boehner emerge 
in white coats, surgical masks around 
their necks, bloody scalpels in hand, 
and announce that it was touch and 
go for a while but the operation was a 
complete success – and all they’ve done 
is applied another temporary band-aid 
that’s peeling off even as they speak. 
They’re already prepping the OR for 
the next life-or-death surgery on the 
debt ceiling, tentatively scheduled for 
next Tuesday or a week on Thursday or 
the third Sunday after Epiphany.

No epiphanies in Washington: The 
Congressional Budget Office estimates 
that the latest triumphant deal includes 
$2 billion of cuts for fiscal year 2013. 
Wow! That’s what the government of 
the United States borrows every ten 
hours and 38 minutes. Spending two 
months negotiating ten hours of sav-
ings is like driving to a supermarket 
three states away to save a nickel on 
your grocery bill.

A space alien on Planet Zongo 
whose cable package includes Meet 
the Press could watch ten minutes of 
these pseudo-cliffhangers and figure 

out how they always end, every time: 
Spending goes up, and the revenue gap 
widens. This latest painstakingly nego-
tiated bipartisan deal to restore fiscal 
responsibility actually includes a third 
of a trillion dollars in new spending. A 
third of a trillion! $330,000,000,000! 
Fancy that! In most countries, a third 
of a trillion would be a lot of money. 
But in the U.S. it’s chump change 
so footling it’s barely mentioned in 
the news reports. Then there’s the 
usual sweetheart deals for those with 
Washington’s ear: $59 million for algae 
producers, a $20 million tax break if a 
Hollywood producer shoots part of a 
movie in a “depressed area” as opposed 
to a non-depressed area, like Canada. 
I’m pitching a script to Paramount 
called “The Algae That Ate Detroit.”

In all the “fiscal cliff” debate, I don’t 
recall a lot of discussion of algae. But 
apparently it’s essential to the deal. And 
don’t worry, it’s paid for by all the new 
revenue – an estimated $620 billion over 
a decade, or about $62 billion a year, 
which is what the government of the 
United States borrows every 13 days. But 
don’t worry, that’s a lot of algae.

We’re already broker than anyone 
has ever been ever. But this is America, 
where we can always do better – or 
anyway bigger, and broker: Under the 
“deal,” the federal debt of the United 
States in 2022 is officially projected to be 
$23.9 trillion. That’s in today’s dollars, 
as opposed to whatever we’ll be load-

Mark Steyn

The leap of the lemmings
The politics of the “fiscal cliff ” deal is debatable: On the one hand, Boehner got the 
“Bush tax cuts” made permanent for most Americans; Obama was forced to abandon 
his goal of increasing rates for those earning $250,000.

The prevailing political realities of the United 
States do not allow for any meaningful course 

correction. And, without meaningful course 
correction, America is doomed
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ing up the wheelbarrow with in 2022. 
With “deals” like this, who needs total 
societal collapse? By 2050, the federal 
debt will be $58 trillion. But you won’t 
have to worry about a United States of 
America by then: It’ll just be one big 
abandoned Chevy Algaerado plant.

Around the world, the only interest 
of friends and enemies alike in this 
third-rate Beltway hokum is (to return 
to the theme of my book) the ques-
tion of whether America is capable of 
serious course correction – and, from 
debt ceiling to supercommittee to fis-
cal cliff and now back to debt ceiling, 
the political class keeps sending back 
the answer: No, we’re not. For a good 
example of how Washington drives 
even the greatest minds round the 
bend, consider Charles Krauthammer’s 
analysis on Fox News the other night:

“I would actually commend Boehner 
and Paul Ryan, who in the end voted ‘yes’ 
for a bad deal. But they had to do it.”

If courage is the willingness to take 
a stand and vote for a bad deal because 
you’ve been painted into a corner and 
want Obama to fly back to Hawaii at 
the cost of another $3 million in public 
funds that could have gone to algae 
subsidies so he’ll stop tormenting you 
for a week or two, then truly we are led 
by giants.

But is that all there is? As the old 

song says: What’s it all about – algae? Is 
it just for the moment we live? What’s it 
all about when you sort it out – algae? 
Are we meant to take more than we 
give?

If you think politics is a make-work 
project for the otherwise unemploy-
able, then the system worked just fine. 
And I don’t mean only the numbers: 
On Monday New Year’s Eve, 300 mil-
lion Americans did not know what 
their tax rates would be on Tuesday. 
That’s ridiculous.

Then the Senate minority leader 
Mitch McConnell spent the night 
alone in a room with Joe Biden (which 
admittedly few of us would have the 
stomach for). And when they emerged 
they informed those 300 million 
Americans what their tax rates now 
were. That’s unseemly.

Then, in the small hours of the 
morning, the legislature rubber-
stamped it. That’s repulsive.

There’s a term for societies where 
power brokers stitch up the people’s 
business in back rooms and their 
pseudo-parliaments sign off on it at 3 
a.m., and it isn’t a “republic of limited 
government by citizen-representatives.”

There are arguments to be made 
in favour of small government: My 
comrades and I have done our best 
over the years, with results that, alas, 

in November were plain to see. There 
are arguments to be made in favour of 
big government: The Scandinavians 
make them rather well. But there is 
absolutely nothing to be said for what 
is now the standard operating proce-
dure of the Brokest Nation in History: 
a government that spends without limit 
and makes no good-faith effort even 
to attempt to balance the books. That’s 
profoundly wicked. At a minimum, the 
opposition, to use a quaint term, should 
keep the people’s business out in the 
sunlight and not holed up in a seedy 
motel room with Joe Biden all night.

The fiscal cliff was a mirage. If Wash-
ington was obliged to use the same 
accounting procedures as your local 
hardware store, the real national debt 
would be at least ten times greater than 
the meaningless number they’re now 
going to spend the next two months 
arguing over. That’s to say, we’re already 
over the fiscal cliff but, like Wile E. 
Coyote, haven’t yet glanced down at our 
feet and seen there’s nothing holding us 
up. In a two-party system, there surely 
ought to be room for one party that still 
believes in solid ground.

But hey, maybe we can thread all that 
algae into a climbing rope . . . 

© 2013 Mark Steyn, author of After 

America: Get Ready For Armageddon

President Barack Obama names White 
House Chief of Staff Jacob “Jack” Lew, 
right, as Secretary of the Treasury to replace 
Timothy Geithner, left./Ron Sachs / CNP
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I
n the sunny Cook Islands, 
time stands still. Gentle 
waves lap lazily on coral sand 
and by midday the relentless 
tropical heat has many on the 
island reaching for an ice-cold 

Coca-Cola. It’ll cost you, however, 
with prices for a 1.5 litre bottle hitting 
almost five dollars.

“Is Rarotonga sinking under the 
weight of ridiculously high prices? 
Why are things so expensive on Raro-
tonga? And why are the wages still 

low?”, asked one Cook Islands journal-
ist last year.

“As a local returning home for a 
holiday after five years of living in 
Australia, I was shocked to see the 
prices of everything. Simple items such 
as budget shampoo costs around $8 to 
$10 bucks in the Cook Islands, WHY? 
And how come it costs a lot of money 
to poop? Toilet paper is near $9 dollars. 
No wonder our local people struggle to 
make ends meet when the mark up of 
prices are over 100% and more.

“I noticed a Colgate toothbrush 
wrapper with the price tag of $18 dol-
lars on it, is this what our tourists are 
paying for things, WHY?”

 The Cook Islands is a small nation. 
Only 22,000 people live in the 15-island 
archipelago, situated 3,000km north-
east of New Zealand. Seventy-eight 
thousand Cook Islanders now live in 
New Zealand, Australia or the US. The 
cost of transporting goods to a low 
demand island destination is clearly 
one factor, but another is Customs 
Duty.

The Cooks are reliant on New 
Zealand taxpayers to the tune of $19 
million a year, and Australia provides 

Coke adds life, as the commercials used 
to say, but in the Cook Islands the soft 
drink has added millions to the pockets 
of its exclusive importer, thanks to what 
could be as much as a $15 million false 
invoicing racket. As IAN WISHART 
reports, the mysterious case has a 
strong connection to the infamous 
Winebox tax scandal of the 1990s…

How Coca-Cola got named in a 
multi-million dollar Cook Islands tax rort
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a further A$1.5 million a year on top of 
that, to help meet revenue shortfalls. 
With a low population base on which 
to levy income taxes, the Cooks have 
become highly dependent on a GST 
system and high Customs duties on 
imported goods. In the case of soft-
drink like Coca-Cola, a tariff of 40% 
has been payable for the last 33 years.

It turns out, however, that while 
New Zealand and Australian taxpay-
ers have been topping up the kitty with 
millions in aid money to the Cooks, a 
local business conglomerate has hap-
pily been enriching itself by not paying 
its fair share of import duties to the 
Cooks. The hole in the Cook Islands 
Treasury could be as much as $15 mil-
lion, according to some estimates.

How did it come to this?
Our story begins in 1985, around 

the same time Cook Islands business 
mogul Trevor C Clarke was helping set 
up a tax haven bank called European 
Pacific with New Zealanders Michael 
Fay, David Richwhite and Ron Brier-
ley, through the auspices of his Cook 
Islands Trust Company (CITC). 

Clarke, and a team he worked with, 
constructed tax rorts for companies 
in New Zealand, Japan and Australia, 
in a series of transactions that later 
exploded into the public domain as 
“the Winebox deals”. In the most auda-
cious of the transactions, US$1.2 billion 
sourced from Japanese banks washed 
through Citibank in New York and 
European Pacific in the Cook Islands 
to generate a series of fake tax Cook 
Island tax certificates to make it appear 
as though more than US$100 million 
had been paid to the Cook Islands Rev-
enue when, in fact, it had not.

The Japanese banks were able to 
reduce their own tax bills by US$100 
million back in Japan by using the 
Cook Islands tax certificates as proof 
they had already ‘paid’ tax overseas 
and were not therefore liable for 
domestic Japanese tax under interna-
tional double-taxation treaties.

European Pacific earned around 
NZ$300 million in fees from the scam, 
enough to make its shareholders and 
principals very happy indeed. Trevor 
Clarke, a lawyer and former Solicitor-
General in the Cook Islands, was one 
of those involved.

The precise details of the Winebox 
transactions are not important to this 
story, but the key points – a special 
under-the-table arrangement between 
European Pacific and someone in the 
Cook Islands tax office, and the cre-
ation of real but essentially false docu-
ments to gain a pecuniary advantage 
– are almost identical.

In 1985 there were two companies in 
Rarotonga with the acronym CITC. 
One, which you’ve already met, was the 
offshore trust company linked to tax 
haven dealings. The other CITC was the 
Cook Islands Trading Corporation, the 
dominant food and import business for 
the local Cook Islands economy.

It is CITC the supermarket operator 
that dominates this story. One govern-
ment website describes CITC thus:

“CITC is the largest privately owned 
Company in the Cook Islands with 
extensive trading in supermarkets, 
building supplies, liquor, pharmacy 
and duty free shops.”

CITC is run by Trevor Clarke. He is 
“Mr Big” in Rarotonga.

A Cook Islands Audit Office inves-

tigation tabled in the local parliament 
and subsequently given to Investigate 
magazine reveals that of all the food 
and consumer goods importers in the 
Cook Islands, only this one was given 
special treatment.

“We confirmed,” says the Audit 
Report, “there was an arrangement in 
place, specifically between Customs 
and CITC that:

 0 Allowed CITC to separate con-
tents and packaging on imported 
products supplied by Coca Cola 
(NZ) since the mid 1980s until the 
practice was revoked in September 
2009;

 0 By separating their invoices, CITC 
paid a 10% levy of packaging and 
40% levy on contents, whereas 
other local importers had paid the 
full 40% levy on the cost of the 
product as a whole;

 0 As a result of the arrangement, 
CITC had gained a significant 
financial advantage over other 
importers, including the steady 
increase in the value of packaging 
from 2001 onwards and especially 
when the 10% levy on packaging 
for all imports was removed by an 
Executive Order on 1 July 2006…”

In plain English, the deal was this. 
Since 1980, import duties had been lev-
ied on all products. Somewhere around 
1985, CITC did a deal with someone in 
Customs that no one else in the Cook 
Islands – particularly other importers 
– knew about. CITC would be allowed 
to split its invoices for soft drinks sup-
plied by Coca-Cola Amatil NZ, and 
pay a 40% duty on the actual fizzy stuff, 
but only a 10% duty on the declared 
value of the cans and bottles the fizz 
was contained in.

Let’s say a can of Coke’s declared 
value was $2, for argument’s sake. A 
40% duty levied on the entire product 
would see the importer forced to pay 
80 cents to Cook Islands Customs.  But 
the wide boys at CITC hit upon a plan. 
Why not tell Customs that the alumin-
ium can itself was worth nearly half the 
total value of the product. Then CITC 
could get away with paying only a 10% 
levy on that portion, while still paying 
40% duty on the alleged value of the 
actual fizz (or as Customs refers to it, 

The board of CITC. 
Trevor Clarke is at 
the head of the table.
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“aerated water with sugar added”).
When the packaging levy was 

abolished in 2006, CITC pocketed 
even more money. Suddenly nearly 
half of the product was attracting no 
duty at all, provided you classified it as 
“re-usable packaging”. It doesn’t take 
a rocket scientist to figure out that if 
you attributed the majority of your 
declared product as packaging, for 
Customs purposes, and only declared a 
small value to the contents, you could 
save millions. As an example, imagine 
a $20,000 diamond ring imported in 
a one dollar ring box. If it were CITC 
importing it, the box would be valued 
at $19,000 to attract a 10% (or later, 
zero) duty, and the ring itself would 
be declared as worth $1,000 for a 40% 
duty on that amount.

But surely, you are saying as you read 
this, no Customs agency in the world 
would be dumb enough to allow you 
to evade Customs duty by the artifice 
of declaring very expensive packets 
and very cheap contents? You’d be 
right. The New Zealand and Australian 
Customs agencies have very clear rules 
that products are to be considered as a 
total unit for duty purposes, packag-
ing included, unless the packaging is 
designed by the trade to be re-used by 
the trade. An example might be refill-
able gas bottles or, in the old days, glass 
milk bottles which were re-used by 
milk factories over and over. 

Aluminium drink cans and plastic 
soda bottles do not fall under that defi-
nition of re-usable trade equipment. 
Indeed, as anyone who’s ever claimed 

the five-cents-a-can return bounty 
knows, there’s no way in the world 
anyone would seriously believe the can 
containing the Coke was worth more 
than the fizz inside. No one, that is, 
except Cook Islands revenue officials.

The Audit Office investigation in 
2011 – only now coming to light in New 
Zealand and Australia – was stymied 
by a lack of cooperation. Even Govern-
ment officials involved conveniently 
couldn’t remember key details or pro-
vide documentation to support their 
claims about its authenticity.

“Because many source documents 
were missing, the exact loss of Gov-
ernment revenue could not be quanti-
fied prior to 2006,” notes Audit. “As 
many source documents could not be 
located, we were unable to quantify 
import totals against the Department 
of Statistics information. Access to 
email accounts and computer files of 
former Customs and Revenue Manage-
ment Division staff prior to 2009 was 
extremely limited.”

In other words, so many documents 
were missing that the Cook Islands 
Audit Office could not even match up 
against the official figures published by 
the Statistics Department.

Singled out for special criticism in 
the Audit report is ex-pat New Zealand 
chartered accountant Geoff Stoddart. 
Stoddart had worked in the offshore 
tax haven business in the nineties 
and was a colleague of tax haven 
pirate Trevor Clarke. In 1996, just as 
the Winebox scandal was making 
waves, Stoddart found himself sud-

denly appointed as the head of the 
Cook Islands Inland Revenue. Poacher 
turned gamekeeper.

Although there was a separate offi-
cial nominally responsible as head of 
Customs, for all intents and purposes 
Stoddart, the Collector of Revenue, 
also had effective day to day control of 
the Customs and Revenue division.

In 2006 Stoddart found himself as 
a Customs manager facing a request 
from CITC’s Trevor Clarke for their 
special arrangement to continue.

Chief Customs Officer Ngapoko 
Ngatamaine had thrown a spanner in 
the works by challenging the arrange-
ment. Realising that Coca-Cola bottles 
were clearly not “repetitive use” con-
tainers for Customs’ purposes, Ngata-
maine called a foul. 

Trevor Clarke responded by remind-
ing Ngatamaine in a letter that the spe-
cial deal had been in place “for many 
years” and that “Customs had allowed 
this practice in the past.”

It fell to Stoddart to adjudicate on 
Trevor Clarke’s request. Stoddart con-
firmed in writing that “no correspon-
dence” existed in the files to validate 
the special treatment, but nonetheless 
“for other reasons not described here I 
will continue with the levy treatment 
as practiced in the past.”

The last time we locked horns with 
Cook Islands businessman Trevor 
Clarke, he was rapidly reversing 
away to avoid the cameras during 
the Winebox scandal of the 1990s.
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Stoddart does not appear to have dis-
closed those “other reasons”. Accord-
ing to the tabled audit investigation, he 
refused to cooperate:

“Mr Stoddart also advised Audit 
that he had chosen to reserve some 
information from the Audit investi-
gation, which is particularly disap-
pointing especially as there are many 
unanswered questions regarding 
his decisions at the time. His lack of 
cooperation in part conflicts with the 
Public Expenditure Review Commit-
tee and Audit Act 1995-96…in which 
Audit may require any person to 
supply any information or answer any 
questions relating to documents, books 
and accounts, money or operations 
subject to audit and examination by 
the Office.”

Chief Customs Officer Ngatamaine 
told the Audit Office he didn’t agree 
with Stoddart’s decision to continue 
the secret sweetheart arrangement 
for CITC and Coca-Cola and that he 
raised his concerns with Stoddart, 
“which he said Mr Stoddart ignored,” 
says the report. “In his [Ngatamaine’s] 
view, soft drinks should have been clas-
sified as one product and if the practice 
was approved it should have applied to 
all importers, not just CITC.”

Ngatamaine decided to undermine 
Stoddart by telling other importers 
about the CITC scam, and telling them 
he would make sure their invoic-
ing was treated the same from 2006 
onwards. 

For business competitors of CITC, 
that news in 2006 was a bombshell. 
For more than 20 years, without any of 
them knowing, the dominant busi-
ness on the island had been benefitting 
to the tune of millions by not paying 
Customs duties, while they had all 

been forced to and been unaware of 
any loophole.

Trevor Clarke’s business and political 
tentacles did not end there, however. 
Court documents released to Investi-
gate show the Cook Islands Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Management 
(MFEM) used Trevor Clarke as its 
legal advisor in court cases concern-
ing Clarke’s business competitors. One 
such involved Stoddart in his position 
of Collector of Revenue, versus Tata 
Crocombe – the co-owner along with 
former NZ TV journalist Liz Raizis of 
the Rarotongan Beach Resort & Spa.

Crocombe had objected to a tax rul-
ing about his personal salary drawn 
down from the resort businesses he 
owned, but was shocked to find out in 
court that the Cook Islands IRD had 
given all his business tax records to one 
Trevor Clarke to look at, as the court 
ruling notes:

[There was] a memorandum by 
Mr Stoddart dated 29 July 2006 
discussing Mr Crocombe’s current 
account balances and the “ funda-
mental error” as asserted by the 
accountants which has a handwrit-
ten note in the corner – partly cut 
off – which appears as though it 
may read “Files are with T Clarke”.

(b) a file note of Mr Stoddart 
dated 15 December 2006 recording 
a meeting with Messrs Crocombe, 
David and Hikaka concerning Mr 
Crocombe’s tax position which 
bears the note “??? Trevor Clarke – 
answer please?” and the handwrit-
ten addition – author unknown 
– “Yes”.

(c) a draft letter from Mr Stod-
dart to Mr David dated 19 Decem-
ber 2006 with a handwritten note 

“Don’t send this – per TC”.
(d) a chronology relating to this 

matter prepared by the Collector 
which contains an entry dated 29 
February 2008 relating to a letter to 
Mr Clarke “asking him to draft sub-
missions; enquiring as to his avail-
ability to represent the Collector” 
and enclosing a number of financial 
documents relating to this dispute. 
A copy of the letter was produced at 
the hearing which largely confirmed 
the accuracy of the file note.

(e) a letter to Mr Clarke from 
MFEM dated 4 April 2008 enclos-
ing, amongst other things, Mr Cro-
combe’s file and asking Mr Clarke 
to discuss matters with Auckland 
counsel to secure representation for 
the Collector.

Crocombe and others took the view 
this was an outrageous breach of tax-
payer privacy – handing a taxpayer’s 
business and personal records to a 
private citizen and business rival. As 
the Cook Islands Times reported in 
October last year, “Crocombe alleges 
that Clarke as a business competitor 
and acting as an advisor to MFEM 
would have had full access to confiden-
tial information about his business.”

Just how cosy is the Cook Islands 
government with Trevor Clarke and 
CITC?

Funnily enough, CITC’s General 
Manager Dianne Gaye Whitta is on the 
board of the government’s Financial 
Supervisory Commission, charged 
with overseeing business practices on 
the island. Serving alongside her is 
Geoff Stoddart, despite the damning 
criticism of his ethics contained in the 
Audit report, which says:

“Stoddart…failed to uphold basic 

For business competitors of CITC, that news in 2006 
was a bombshell. For more than 20 years, without any 

of them knowing, the dominant business on the island 
had been benefitting to the tune of millions by not 

paying Customs duties, while they had all been forced 
to and been unaware of any loophole
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public sector ethical standards.”
Specifically, the Audit found that 

“Stoddart did not fulfil his obligations 
as a senior public official, by failing to:

 0 Conduct proper enquiries to 
establish the terms of the original 
arrangement (especially as no 
formal record or correspondence 
could be found at that time)

 0 Determine if the arrangement was 
legal or whether he had the power 
to authorise the continuation of 
the practice on the same basis

“Mr Stoddart failed to review the 
practice in-line with relevant legisla-
tion, policy and public servant ethical 
standards, in particular the values 
of impartiality, transparency and 
accountability.

“It is apparent that Mr Stoddart 
had an opportunity in 2006 to revoke 
the practice, however in our view his 
poor decision to allow the continua-
tion of the arrangement was a failure 
to uphold basic ethical standards 
expected of a senior public servant.”

As readers of the book The Paradise 
Conspiracy may know, however, such 
strident criticisms are often a ring-
ing endorsement for promotion to 
high office in tax havens like the Cook 
Islands.

The failure of the Cook Islands 
government to make any effort to claw 
back the missing millions from CITC 
may be a reflection that – politically 
at least – the ruling party is lining up 
behind Trevor Clarke, CITC and Geoff 
Stoddart.

The Cook Islands Crown Law office, 
not noted for its sophistication during 
the Winebox days, has issued a legal 
opinion suggesting that the invoic-
ing practice, whilst not valid, was not 
technically illegal. Some in the Cook 
Islands however, scratch their heads 
over things like that and point to an 
administration prepared to cozy-up to 
all manner of interesting people:

Former Deputy Prime Minister 
Norman George stoked controversy by 
publishing a series of parliamentary 
questions, the first of which reads:

“The front page of the Cook Islands 
News of 13 September 2012 has a group 
photo of you receiving a cheque from 
the Tan Foundation for USD50000. 
The son of the founder of the Tan 

Foundation, one Willie Tan who 
featured prominently in a US docu-
mentary entitled “Casino Jack and The 
United States of Money” was one of 
that group. The said Willie Tan was 
mentioned as being heavily involved 
in corruption, prostitution rings and 
sweat shop factories to a point where 
the Minister should have been receiv-
ing warning signals. In view of these 
unsavoury revelations has the Minister 
conducted appropriate enquiries and 
due diligence to ensure that the reputa-
tion of the Cook Islands and his own 
involvement are not compromised?”

Norman George’s questions on what 
the local media were now dubbing 
“Cola-gate” are even more pointed:

12.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance:

Has the Minister instructed MFEM 
to do an in-depth analysis of the 
losses to the Public Revenues brought 
about by over 20 years special levy 
arrangements (now being referred to as 
Colagate) accorded CITC in order to 
be able to justify his Financial Secre-
tary’s comment that he sees no merit 
in pursuing the matter because one has 
to question how such a decision can be 
made with no knowledge of the losses 
incurred?

13.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance:

In view of the Minister’s state-
ment published in the CIs News 13 
September 2012 that Colagate would 
not be swept under the carpet and his 
Financial Secretary’s  reported position 
in the CIs News 1 October 2012 not to 
be pursuing the lost revenue as he had 
taken legal advice from Crown Law 
and a Mr Mike Ruffin that it would be 
futile to do so, would the Minister now, 
in the public interest, table both opin-
ions in this House so that others may 
judge and form their own opinion as to 
whether this is a correct evaluation and 
course of action?

14.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance:

Despite a formal complaint having 
been lodged with Audit on 11 Septem-
ber 2012 and despite repeated enquiries 

with Audit as to progress and receiving 
no response, can the Minister assure 
this House that the complaint involv-
ing millions of dollars of unpaid levy 
is receiving the urgent attention it 
deserves?

15.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance. Internal Affairs and 
Business Trade and Invest-
ment Board:

Is the Minister aware that Mr Brian 
Mason, also recently from the Off-
Shore Tax industry, has  admitted to 
being appointed a Director of CITC in 
which position he would be obliged to 
advance CITC’s business interests and 
that the Minister was aware of this fact 
when he engaged Mr Mason on two 
tasks where it was imperative that self 
interest and pecuniary advantage be 
kept as distant as possible if the Minis-
ter were to expect unbiased, non-con-
flicted advice and recommendations 
but notwithstanding these obvious 
shortcomings proceeded to enlist Mr 
Mason’s services to advise him on the 
way forward with Telecommunications 
and the Commerce Bill two areas in 
which CITC and/or Mr Clarke have an 
abiding interest?

16.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance, Internal Affairs and 
Business Trade and Invest-
ment Board:

What other areas of government 
activity has the Minister (or any of his 
Cabinet colleagues)  elected to employ 
CITC Directors as adviser?

17.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance:

Can the Minister assure this House 
that being a member of the landown-
ing family where the Cook Islands 
biggest trader is a tenant that this does 
not compromise him in his ability 
to discharge his official duties in the 
best public interest and that if it could 
be shown that this was not the case 
that he would be willing to tender his 
resignation?

18.The Honourable Norman 
George to ask the Minister of 
Finance:

What were the terms of engagement 
where Governments’s own Crown 
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I remember my father always saying that he suspected 
something was not right with the soft drink import 

pricing and the possibility that they were ‘doing 
something with their invoices’…little did he know he 

was absolutely right in his assumption

agency, Crown Law, is passed over 
in favour of  Mr Clarke of CITC  to 
provide it with legal advice on sensi-
tive commercial matters and did the 
MFEM observe the correct tendering 
and selection processes that it requires 
of other government departments 
when it employed Mr Clarke and what 
assurances can the Minister now give 
this House that in view of the many 
recent revelations any further associa-
tion with Mr Clarke has been termi-
nated and similarly what were the 
arrangements with Mr Ruffin and did 
MFEM conduct any due diligence on 
the association that may have existed 
between Messrs Clarke and Ruffin and 
thus be satisfied that it was receiving 
unbiased opinion especially when Mr 
Ruffin was asked to advise on the soft 
drink imports issue?

All of which brings us to Coca-Cola’s 
role in this.

At its 2012 AGM, CCA chairman 
David Gonski reminded sharehold-
ers that Coca-Cola takes its corporate 
citizenship responsibilities seriously:

“CCA has always believed that 
being a good corporate citizen is an 
essential part of our business and in 
fact we believe our financial success is 
due in part to the way in which we’ve 
integrated social and environmental 
considerations into our core business.

“Sustainability at CCA takes many 
forms – engaging with our communi-
ties, being a generous corporate citizen 
and making sure we do not deplete 
the environment of resources we use 
in making our products – especially 
water.

“When it comes to reputation, we 
understand that trust in our company 
is not based solely on our ability to 
deliver strong financial results. Our 
stakeholders across the CCA Group 

include not only our shareholders, cus-
tomers, consumers, suppliers and our 
staff, but the entire community.

“We strive to build trust not only 
because of our sound financial man-
agement and good corporate gover-
nance, but also because we are a com-
pany that aims to do the right thing 
across a broad spectrum of community 
life,” said Gonski.

On its website, Coca-Cola Amatil 
has a code of conduct policy for its 
employees. Under the heading “WHAT 
IS EXPECTED OF EVERYONE”, CCA 
writes:

“Integrity is fundamental to our 
ability to live our core values. Integrity 
means doing what is right. By acting 
with integrity we reflect positively on 
the image and reputation of our Com-
pany and its brands.

“We all want to do what is right 
for ourselves and the Company and 
the Code helps guide us as it defines 
how employees conduct themselves as 
representatives of CCA. It addresses 
our responsibilities to the Company, 
each other, and to customers, suppliers, 
consumers and governments.

“If you are ever in doubt about a 
course of conduct, ask yourself the 
following:

 0 Is it consistent with the Code?
 0 Is it ethical?
 0 Is it legal?
 0 Will it reflect positively on me and 

the Company?
 0 Would I want to read about this as 

a negative story in the newspaper?

“If your answer is “No” to any of these 
questions – don’t do it.”

Under the heading, “WHAT IS 
EXPECTED OF MANAGERS”, CCA 
instructs:

“Promote a culture of ethics and 
compliance.

“At no time encourage or direct 
employees to achieve business results 
at the expense of ethical conduct or 
compliance with the Code or the law; 
and always act to stop violations of the 
Code or the law.”

Clearly CCA’s current management 
do have a conscience, at least on paper, 
but what about those executives run-
ning Coca Cola NZ three decades ago?

In a letter to the Cook Islands News 
last September, local businessman 
Piltz Napa told how his family used to 
operate one of only two local soft drink 
manufacturers in the Cook Islands. 
Because these businesses employed 
local labour, they were one of the rea-
sons cheaper imported soft drinks were 
facing a 40% import tariff.

“In 1984, I, my father Harry Napa 
and my uncle Henry Napa met with 
a group of Amatil Coca-Cola execu-
tives from New Zealand at our office to 
discuss the opportunity of a Coca-Cola 
franchise/agency in the Cook Islands 
with Vaiora Ltd [the Napas’ soft drink 
company].

“I was 19 and I suspected that these 
Coca-Cola executives could see a 
greater opportunity for Coca-Cola’s 
expansion on Rarotonga. We were so 
naïve and very excited by the proposal 
from them that we gave our sales and 
market information to them.”

For the record, in 1984 it would have 
been executives from Oasis Industries 
Ltd, the New Zealand company that 
had the Coca-Cola franchise until it 
was taken over by Australia’s Coca-
Cola Amatil in 1987. That’s a technical 
point, though. The directors of Oasis 
included men also on the board of Fay 
Richwhite & Co, the merchant bank 
running the Cook Islands tax haven 
system. It’s a small world.

Instead of buying into the local Cook 
Islands soft drink makers, however, 
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Coca-Cola NZ did a deal with Cook 
Islands Trading Corporation and went 
into competition with the locals. All 
the time, the CCA-CITC secret Cus-
toms deal was quietly operating in the 
background, allowing the CCA-CITC 
partnership to evade the import duties.

By 1989, one of the local soft-drink 
makers, Rays, had closed. Vaiora wasn’t 
faring well either.

“Coca-Cola had the greater market 
share at this time,” Piltz Napa told the 
newspaper, “and I remember my father 
always saying that he suspected some-
thing was not right with the soft drink 
import pricing and the possibility that 
they were ‘doing something with their 
invoices’…little did he know he was 
absolutely right in his assumption.”

Vaiora softdrinks reinvested in new 
plant and machinery in a bid to com-
pete with Coca-Cola’s Cook Islands 
agent CITC, but to no avail. The com-
pany’s sales drifted downward and it 
was eventually sold in 2009.

The arrangement set up between 
CCA, CITC and a Cook Islands cus-
toms official in the mid 1980s puts heat 
on Coca-Cola USA, which as a 30% 
shareholder in the Amatil operation 
could be on the hook under the US 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act:

The US Department of Justice notes 
that “FCPA was enacted for the purpose 
of making it unlawful for certain classes 
of persons and entities to make pay-
ments to foreign government officials to 
assist in obtaining or retaining business. 
Specifically, the anti-bribery provisions 
of the FCPA prohibit the wilful use of 
the mails or any means of instrumen-
tality of interstate commerce corruptly 
in furtherance of any offer, payment, 
promise to pay, or authorization of the 
payment of money or anything of value 
to any person, while knowing that all 
or a portion of such money or thing of 
value will be offered, given or promised, 
directly or indirectly, to a foreign official 
to influence the foreign official in his or 
her official capacity, induce the foreign 
official to do or omit to do an act in 
violation of his or her lawful duty, or to 
secure any improper advantage in order 
to assist in obtaining or retaining busi-
ness for or with, or directing business 
to, any person.”

Again, in plain English, if a Coca-

Cola executive knew that an improper 
deal was being struck with a Cook 
Islands government official that would 
be beneficial to Coca-Cola’s business 
interests, and failed to report it, the 
company could be prosecuted for cor-
rupt practices.

The FCPA extends to book-keeping 
and split invoicing:

“The FCPA also requires compa-
nies whose securities are listed in the 
United States to meet its accounting 
provisions. These accounting provi-
sions, which were designed to operate 
in tandem with the anti-bribery provi-
sions of the FCPA, require corpora-
tions covered by the provisions to (a) 
make and keep books and records 
that accurately and fairly reflect the 

transactions of the corporation and (b) 
devise and maintain an adequate sys-
tem of internal accounting controls.”

According to the Cook Islands Audit 
Office, Coca-Cola NZ refused to coop-
erate with its investigation:

“Audit raised our concerns with 
CITC and Coca-Cola regarding the 
value of packaging in relation to con-
tent, however they did not respond.”

Which is a shame, because one of 
the questions Audit wanted answered 
is why by 2008 Coca-Cola Amatil was 
declaring for Customs purposes that 
63% of the value of its soft drinks was 
in the packaging, which by that year 
was now attracting a zero tariff rate.

If CCA’s invoices told the real story 
of market value, Coca-Cola would 
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have made more money ditching its 
fizzy cola at sea and simply selling 
empty plastic bottles to thirsty Cook 
Islanders. After all, Coke was declar-
ing two thirds of the profit in a bottle 
of cola was from the plastic container, 
and only one third of the profit was 
the drink itself. And why waste your 
money selling coke when it was attract-
ing a 40% duty? Far better, as sug-
gested, to just sell empty bottles that 
attracted no tariff.

Of course, there are those who say 
that if you believe Coca-Cola Amatil’s 
invoices told the truth about the value 
of their product, then you probably 
believe in pixies as well.

For its part, Coca-Cola Amatil NZ 
were initially horrified at any sugges-
tion CCA had been involved in dodgy 
invoicing:

“CCA NZ has not been contacted 
by the Cook Islands Audit Office in 
relation to this or any other matter,” 
CCA’s media manager – former Prime 
TV news reader Suzy Clarkson – told 
Investigate. 

“We refute the statement that ‘we 
were contacted and chose not to 
respond’. To be clear, because we have 
not ever been contacted, we have cer-
tainly not responded. 

“We CCA NZ, are more than happy 
to fully comply with any investigation 
conducted by the Cook Islands Audit 
Office. We intend to contact the Cook 
Islands Audit Office immediately.

“CCA has a reputation as a good 
corporate citizen.”

And then we showed them the Audit 
report:

“Was the value of packaging rep-
resented in the Coca-Cola invoices 
disproportionately high compared to 
the total value of the product?” asked 
Cook Islands Audit.

“From 2004 onwards, Audit found 
the value of packaging on Coca-
Cola invoices steadily increased 
from approximately 40% of the CDV 
[declared value] to as high as 63% in 
2008…CITC gained an obvious finan-
cial advantage by having such high 
packaging values especially as other 
importers were paying the 40% levy on 
the full CDV of the total product and 
not just contents. When the [10%] levy 
on packaging was abolished on 1 July 

2006 the financial benefit for CITC 
increased even further.”

In its findings, Audit reported that 
“Customs failed to identify and/or 
address anomalies with the Coca-Cola 
invoices, such as the steady increase in 
the value of packaging, the dispropor-
tionate value of packaging compared to 
invoices supplied by other importers, or 
properly consider the reasoning behind 
CITC’s request to include cardboard 
boxes and aluminium cans under the 
term ‘suitable for repetitive use’.

“The arrangement between CITC 
and Customs provided CITC with a 
significant financial advantage over 
other local importers of soft drinks. 

So how does Coca-Cola Amatil’s 
conduct stack up against its own Code 
of Business Conduct policy, which says:

“Records and reports must accu-
rately reflect CCA’s assets, liabilities, 
revenues and expenses;

 0 Ensure that all transactions 
are supported by appropriate 
documentation;

 0 At no time falsify any document;
 0 Do not delay or accelerate the 

recording of revenue or expenses 
to meet budgetary goals;

 0 Estimates and accruals must be 
supported by appropriate docu-
mentation and be based on your 
best judgement; and

 0 Do not distort the nature of any 
transaction”

In the wake of reading the official 
Audit report, Coca-Cola Amatil NZ 
contacted the current audit controller 
in the Cook Islands and issued a sec-
ond statement to Investigate. This time, 
CCA did not deny being involved in 
the invoicing, but appeared to take ref-
uge in a belief that it was “not illegal”.

“As we have previously advised CCA 
NZ was unaware of the investiga-
tion by the Cook Islands Audit office 
undertaken in 2011 and its findings.  
We contacted the Cook Islands Audit 
Office on 16th January 2013 and have 
now heard back from them.

“On the matter of CCANZ being 
contacted and not responding: The 
Audit office claim they sent an email 
to our call centre generic email address 
in mid-2011 but have no record of that 
email being sent. We have no record of 

receiving that email. The Audit office 
has confirmed to us that they have not 
phoned or contacted us at any other 
time about this or any other matter.

“The Audit office confirm as regards 
the investigation into import duties and 
I quote their email today to us – “Our 
report highlights that the arrangement 
was not illegal and there was no wrong-
doing, except poor decision making by 
Government officials at the time. “

“The Audit office have also con-
firmed that to their knowledge CITC 
have not admitted they were guilty of 
criminal activity, as you had indicated 
in one of your emails.”

The refusal by Cooks authorities to 
pursue anyone is mirrored in the com-
ments above, but the damning Audit 
report remains a matter of public record. 
To all intents and purposes, many critics 
have argued, the struggling people of the 
Cook Islands were effectively defrauded 
by Coca Cola and CITC.

As to CCA’s final sentence, what 
Investigate had actually suggested was 
that the behaviour admitted to would 
fall within the definition of a crime. 
The magazine actually quoted recent 
Cook Islands legislation to make the 
point:

270. Defrauding the revenue of Cus-
toms – (1) Every person commits an 
offence who does any act or omits to 
do any act for the purpose of— 
(a) evading, or enabling any other 
person to evade, payment of duty or 
full duty on goods; or 
(b) obtaining or enabling any other 
person to obtain, money by way of 
drawback or a refund of duty on 
goods to which that person or that 
other person is not entitled under 
this Act; or 
(c) conspiring with any other person 
(whether that other person is in the 
Cook Islands or not) to defraud the 
revenue of Customs in relation to 
goods; or 
(d) defrauding in any other manner 
the revenue of Customs in relation 
to goods. 

If the invoicing arrangement was genu-
inely ‘legal’ and involved ‘no wrongdo-
ing’, it is surprising that Coca-Cola’s 
agents at the CITC were not screaming 
from the rooftops in protest when the 
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Customs department closed it down as 
a “scam” in 2009.

When CCA issued its statement 
effectively playing down the invoicing 
scam, Investigate magazine fired back 
some very direct questions:

1. Has CCA NZ ever exported soft 
drinks to CITC with invoices that dis-
tinguish different values for packaging 
and content?

2. If no, can CCA NZ explain why 
Coca Cola NZ invoices in the Cooks 
are split in this way?, and can CCA NZ 
explain what inquiries it has made of 
its agent CITC about this matter?

3. If the answer to question 1 is ‘yes’, 
how does CCA NZ reconcile that with 
the ruling from NZ Customs that 
soft drink and its packaging must be 
treated as a single unit for export value 
purposes?

4. Who within current CCA man-
agement in NZ has been aware of split 
invoicing for CITC?

5. How long has that person/s been 
aware of this arrangement?

6. Who within CCA management in 
head office has been aware of the Cook 
Islands invoicing arrangement?

7. If this is a legitimate arrangement, 
how does CCA NZ defend invoices in 
2008 that showed the packaging (PET 
bottles and aluminium cans) of its soft 
drinks was worth 63% of the value of 
the entire shipment?

8. CCA is clearly aware from the 
Audit report that in excess of a million 
dollars in duty was not properly paid 
post 2006, and that the Audit investi-
gation found the arrangement was not 
legitimate or properly authorised. On 
this basis, does CCA still wish to base 
its corporate reputation on “legality”, 
when at last year’s AGM chairman 
David Gonski made strong statements 
about corporate ethics?

9. Does CCA’s contract with CITC 
have any reputational or ‘no surprises’ 
clauses?

10. If so, how does CCA reconcile its 
statement today with its denial of any 
knowledge of split invoicing or the con-
troversy surrounding it two days ago?

11. Does CCA intend to maintain its 
business relationship with CITC?

12. How does CCA describe the 
integrity and corporate ethics of its 
agent CITC?

13. Does CCA regard the practice 
of split invoicing as described in the 
Audit report, as an example of good 
corporate citizenship?

14. Has CCA taken legal advice in 
regard to what liability, if any, it may 
have created for Coca-Cola USA under 
the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
1977?

15. CCA is aware that the claim the 
arrangement was “not illegal” is based 
on one mere legal opinion. Has or is 
CCA obtaining an independent legal 
opinion of its own on this point?

16. Is CCA aware that the Court of 
Appeal has strongly held that it will 
now have regard to the real substance 
of a transaction, “and not just the form 
in which it is fabricated, to determine 
the true income and the tax which is 
payable on that income…whatever 
one’s view of the doctrine of form 
over substance, it does not apply to 
instances where the transaction is a 
sham, that is where the form merely 
conceals the fraudulent reality” [Peters 
v Davison 1998]

17. Does CCA regard the alteration 
of invoices to artificially shift the value 
of the product into categories attract-
ing lower duty as good corporate 
citizenship?

18. Does CCA regard its actions lead-
ing to the non-payment of millions of 
dollars to a tiny Pacific island econ-
omy, in light of the huge amounts of 
taxpayer aid that nation receives from 
Australia and New Zealand, as ethical?

19. In one of my emails I referred CCA 
to the Cook Islands legislation in regard 
to defrauding Customs. In what way are 
CITC and CCA’s actions inconsistent 
with a prima facie appearance of fraud 
when measured against that Act?

Investigate did not hear back from 
Coca-Cola Amatil by the time this 
issue went to press. As for the head of 
Cook Islands Audit at the time of the 
report, Paul Allsworth, he dismisses 
attempts by his former colleagues to 
now play it down.

“In my view, the whole thing was just 
a scam.”
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When the first major Christchurch quake hit in 
September 2010, the experts called it unprecedented. 
No one knew there were fault lines under Christchurch, 
they said, no one knew the city was vulnerable. 
By the time of the deadly aftershock of February 
2011, the experts knew a heck of a lot more about 
Christchurch quakes. But even so, a newspaper report 
from September 1888 talks of a quake that toppled 
the Cathedral spire in Christchurch. In this photo 
montage dedicated to the victims of the 2011 shock, we 
invite readers to peruse the Clutha Leader report from 
September 7 1888, and wonder at a missed opportunity 
for earthquake strengthening

LEST WE 
FORGET, 
AGAIN
Christchurch quakes 
caused damage in 1888
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I
nvestigate magazine is offering 
a $5,000 reward for information 
leading to the recovery of the 
body of missing Swedish tourist 
Heidi Paakkonen. 

The reward comes after a man came 
forward to Investigate in the New Year 
with more information on the murder.

The man, a labourer, has sworn a 
declaration in front of the registrar of 
the High Court at Auckland about a 
conversation he had last year with a 
former workmate on a construction 
site. In the sworn testimony, the man 
provides details of who he spoke to 
and when, and says their discussion 
followed the publication in March and 
April last year of fresh stories on the 
case by both Investigate and Metro 
magazines.

The workmate, he alleges, made the 
following comments about the Tami-
here case:

“I know for a fact he didn’t do it.
“I know who did do it.
“I know where she is buried, she is 

buried on a farm and I know where.”
Investigate tracked the man down, 

who initially denied knowing anything 
about the case, then later remembered 
the conversation but denied he had 
made the comments attributed to him.

On the basis that somebody, some-
where, probably still has crucial 
information about the case, Investi-
gate magazine is offering a reward for 
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information that leads directly to the 
recovery of Heidi’s body.

One person who may know is 
already dead. Huia Foley, identified in 
the book Missing Pieces as a possible 
new suspect in the case, made a death 
bed confession to playing a part in kill-
ing Paakkonen and her fiancé Urban 
Hoglin.

As detailed in the book, Foley was 
mentally unstable and escaped into the 
Coromandel bush after trying to rob 
the Catholic church at Waihi, shortly 
before the Swedes disappeared. He later 
told whanau he’d trekked from Waihi 
through the bush to Thames, and then 
back through the bush from Thames to 
Whitianga – paths that could have put 
him in direct contact with the Swedes 
at the same time.

Foley emerged from the bush and 
used a baseball bat to threaten some 
Whitianga residents – he then stole 
their car.

Foley told his mother he’d murdered 
the Swedes, and he later made a death-
bed confession during the final stages of 
treatment for renal failure in Taranaki. 
A District Nurse told Investigate Foley 
confessed to her in such a manner she 
felt compelled to alert police. Detec-
tives, however, refused to investigate her 
information, saying the right man for 
the crime, David Tamihere, was already 
in jail. “The case is already closed,” the 
nurse remembered police saying.

While Foley would not be the first 
mentally unstable person to confess 
to a crime, what makes his confession 
much more significant is his back-
ground and his movements. He was a 
violent, dangerous man, and he was in 
the area the couple were murdered. Not 
just in the area but on the same bush 
tracks, at the same time.

It has long been suspected, how-
ever, that more than one person was 
involved in the killings. Forensic tests 
on Urban Hoglin’s body when it was 
found in a forest glade near Whanga-
mata in 1991 showed he’d been the sub-
ject of a frenzied attack with a blade, 
and even an attempt at decapitation. 
Yet there were no defensive wounds 
that showed Urban had put up a 
struggle. The killing, circumstantially, 
fitted the profile of a mentally unstable 
offender but it also raised the ques-

tion – how did such a person manage 
to control a tall, fit male with military 
training so completely while at the 
same time controlling his girlfriend?

Urban Hoglin was not killed else-
where and brought to the Whanga-
mata forest. Pathologists found he had 
died literally metres from where he’d 
been left. The decapitation attempt 
does not appear to have been an effort 
to conceal Urban’s identity, because 
absolutely no effort was made to bury 
the body at all – he was just left on the 
ground in the open.

The question remains – where is 
Heidi?

If you know, or if you think you have 
information that might solve this 24 

year mystery and give closure to a fam-
ily, email us at confidential@investi-
gatemagazine.tv.

Information provided exclusively to 
Investigate in the first instance, that 
leads to the recovery of Heidi’s body 
within 12 months of this publication, 
will result in a $5,000 reward being 
paid.

mailto:confidential@investigatemagazine.tv
mailto:confidential@investigatemagazine.tv
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 “But that’s crazy,” Jim blurted out. 
Moira sighed and wondered what her 

husband of long standing was talking about 
this time. She lifted her energy level and responded 
with a sliver of mild interest, “What’s that dear?”

“It says here that you can only register a car in a 
single name,” Jim responded loudly, “But that’s crazy”.

“You’ve already said that dear,” Moira responded 
inattentively.

“Well that is going to throw all our careful 
planning into disarray. You know how we have 
been diligent in having all our assets either jointly 
owned or owned by the trustees of our family trust. 
That means when we change the car next year, we 
will have to decide whose name it will be registered 
in,” Jim ranted. 

“I can’t see what your problem is,” Moira said 
calmly. 

“Ah ha,” Jim said smugly, thinking that he had 
gotten one up on his wife. “Everything that is not 
in the family trust we own jointly, so that when the 
first of us dies the survivor gets to own everything 
without going through the hassle of dealing with 
solicitors, probate and estate issues.”

Moira sat quietly while a random thought flashed 
through her mind about if Jim dropped dead right 
now, they would not be having this useless con-
versation. She quickly let that thought go and said, 
“What about your online lotto account, that is in 
your name only”.

Without thinking Jim retorted, “Well the bonus 
bonds are in your name.” He should have known 
better. 

Have you got a Nest Egg?

invest by peter hensley 

“Don’t you dare even think about comparing those 
two. Those bonus bonds have been a great invest-
ment,” Moira quipped sharply. “Besides we always 
have more money in my bonus bonds account then 
we ever seem to have in your lotto account”. 

“They said on TV that I have a better chance 
winning lotto than I have at winning an Olympic 
medal,” Jim said quickly.

“The only Olympic event that you would have a 
chance of winning would be if they had an event 
for doing nothing, even then Neville from next 
door would beat you, he has been doing nothing for 
longer than you and is better at it”. 

Jim went to open his mouth, but could see where 
this was heading so he closed it quietly, thinking to 
himself, “It still doesn’t answer my question.”

Moira went on to say, “Now, have you prepared 
the table in the conservatory for afternoon tea, 
because you know Phillip and Janelle are due for 
afternoon tea directly”. 

Janelle was a distant cousin of Moira’s and 
was on to her third husband. She had been most 
unlucky in selecting with the first two. Both had 
met unfortunate and untimely accidents which left 
Janelle struggling both emotionally and financially. 
Janelle had grown to rely on Moira’s fiscal wisdom 
and guidance. Phillip looked like one out of the box 
and Janelle was bringing him around to discuss 
some retirement options. 

The appointed hour arrived and Jim was on duty 
to answer the door and show their guests through 
to the conservatory. It was a brilliant spring day, 
the daffodils were in full bloom; the sun, enhanced 
by the blueness of the sky, was glistening off the 
ocean. It was warm and so Phillip and Janelle did 
not have jackets or coats. 

You could tell by his expanding waistline that 
Jim enjoyed having people call. It was part of their 
normal lifestyle. Moira’s skill of fiscal management, 
and being able to explain the fundamentals of bud-
geting and investment in a simple manner, were 
legendary. Today would not be any different. 

Once they had settled with a cup of tea, it was 
obvious that Moira approved of Janelle’s latest 
choice. Phillip was asking intelligent questions and 
what’s more was listening carefully. He was mainly 
interested in the best way to manage his KiwiSaver 

The person behind that was 
Crusher Collins when she was out 
to put a stop to boy racers. It turns 
out they couldn’t take the car off 
someone if it was owned by two 
people. So they changed the law
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account as he was planning to stop working in the 
not too distant future. 

Moira said, “Well funny you should ask that. In 
an interesting twist, many scheme members are 
electing to drip feed their now unlocked funds out 
of the system in a method designed to enhance 
their income. They are structuring their account 
as a managed pension. In Australia this is called a 
managed annuity or an allocated pension.”

Moira went on, “This is markedly different from 
buying a traditional annuity because with one 
of those, the annuity dies with the person. With 
an allocated pension the scheme member leaves 
the balance of the account invested with the fund 
manager and draws down regular amounts to 
enhance their income from other sources such as 
NZ Superannuation, investment interest and divi-
dends. This method leaves the balance of the fund 
available to next of kin.”

Phillip said “What a clever way of adding an 
income stream to our retirement funds. I suppose 
I never really thought about it, but it makes perfect 
sense. It also means that if I die before the funds 
run out, there is something left over for Janelle and 
the estate.”

Jim saw this as an opportunity to bring up the 
topic that he and Moira had been discussing earlier 
that day. “Did you know that since May 2011 cars 

could only be registered in one name.”
Phillip took Jim by surprise and said, “Sure, the 

person behind that was Crusher Collins when she 
was out to put a stop to boy racers. It turns out they 
couldn’t take the car off someone if it was owned by 
two people. So they changed the law”.

“But it has the potential to mess up our estate 
planning,” Jim moaned. “We have it all structured 
so that the survivor of our partnership gets auto-
matic ownership through survivorship.” 

Moira looked at Phillip and said, “Do you want 
me to tell him or do you want to?”

Jim said, “Tell me what?”
Phillip picked up on Moira’s lead and said, “In 

estates, cars are not considered an asset, they are a 
chattel and treated just like furniture and stuff.”

Moira said to Jim, “I knew that this morning, but 
didn’t want to show off. Our wills expressly leave all 
the household contents to each other. So you have 
nothing to worry about, unless you annoy me. But 
right now I have been married to you too long to do 
that and besides that, I really do love you”. 

Jim blushed and Phillip and Janelle smiled. 

Copyright © Peter J. Hensley January 2013.  

This article is meant to be Class Advice and a copy 

of Peter Hensley’s disclosure statement is available 

on request and is free of charge. 
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3HTC One SV
The HTC One SV is powered 

by a supercharged, Dual Core 
processor for lightning-fast 
4G speeds, along with all-day 
battery life.On board, even more 
captivating technology awaits: an 
amazing camera, exclusive Beats 
Audio and an ultra-sleek design 
that complements its breathtaking 
speed. Multi-taskers rejoice! This 
phone’s power keeps up with you 
and all your tasks – from work 
to play. The dual-core 1.2GHz 
processor and 4G LTE provides 
lightning-fast web browsing, 
seamless movie  and internet 
radio-streaming, plus quick access 
to all your cloud storage. Fire off 
four shots per second and up to 
30 continuous shots with one 
touch, to capture the best picture 
possible. 
www.htc.com

4Steady tool
Built for the weekend 

adventurer, the Gerber Steady 
combines the utility of a multi-
tool and the functionality of 
a tripod for compact digital 
cameras (up to 340 grams) 
and smart phones (up to 170 
grams). It comes equipped with 
an adjustable cell phone and 
screw-in camera mount and two 
foldable legs that serve as a tripod. 
The rest of the tool is all Gerber 
ingenuity – a fine edge blade, a 
serrated blade, three screwdrivers, 
a bottle opener, pliers and wire 
cutters. Steady on down the trail.
www.gerbergear.com
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1HP EliteBook  

Revolve
With the ability to transform with 
the flick of the wrist to deliver a 
convertible computing solution to 
match any need, the HP EliteBook 
Revolve is designed for business 
and government customers who 
require both an ultrathin notebook 
and a touch-enabled tablet. Driven 
by the latest, third-generation Intel 
Core processors and optimized 
for Windows 8, the HP EliteBook 
Revolve offers the incredible 
performance and visuals of a 
full-power notebook alongside 
the flexibility of quickly switching 
to a tablet. With a touch-enabled 
display that pivots to let users share 
their work or revolves and folds to 
go ultramobile as a tablet, the HP 
EliteBook Revolve is designed for 
busy enterprise environments. 
www.hp.com

2Olive ONE
Olive ONE is exclusively 

engineered and fine-tuned for 
music. With its lightning-fast 
hardware platform and tightly 
integrated Music OS it was born 
to do one thing exceptionally 
well – to give you the best 
music experience at home. It 
is powered by the world’s first 
Music OS that learns from 
your listening habits, integrates 
into your social networks, and 
delivers an open platform for 
app developers and artists alike. 
The SESSION technology learns 
from your listening habits. Simply 
activate SESSION and ONE 
automatically tracks your music 
preferences across many criteria: 
genres, artists, ratings, play count, 
volume, even the time of the day 
and season. 
www.myoliveone.com

http://www.htc.com
http://www.gerbergear.com
http://www.hp.com
http://www.myoliveone.com
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1RAZR Fit  
Xtreme Driver

Available to golfers in New 
Zealand from January 2013, the 
RAZR Fit Xtreme Driver debuts 
new technologies to advance 
overall performance and promote 
distance gains over its predecessor, 
the award-winning, Tour-proven 
RAZR Fit Driver. Headlining 
the RAZR Fit Xtreme Driver is 
a powerful new Speed Frame 
Face Technology that optimizes 
stiffness and stress distribution 
across the face for more effcient 
energy transfer. Among other 
improvements, Callaway’s new 
driver features the lowest Center 
of Gravity of any adjustable driver, 
further fueling distance gains, and 
a new weighting system that offers 
golfers a greater range of shot 
shaping options.
www.callawaygolf.com

3Puma Basket  
InCycle

PUMA is taking on the challenge 
of launching an entire line 
that is either biodegradable or 
recyclable and 100% Cradle-
to-Cradle Basic certified. The 
PUMA InCycle collection 
includes among numerous others 
the lifestyle sneaker Basket 
(biodegradable), the legendary 
PUMA Track Jacket (recyclable), 
shirts (biodegradable) and 
a backpack (recyclable). So 
only clever raw materials have 
been used to manufacture this 
collection: PUMA InCycle uses 
among others biodegradable 
polymers, recycled polyester 
and organic cotton in order to 
eliminate pesticides, chemical 
fertilizers and other hazardous 
chemicals.
www.puma.com

4Suunto Ambit 
watch

Suunto Ambit is the first ever 
GPS watch combining the 
advanced training and heavy 
duty outdoor features. It is 
especially valued for its superior 
mechanical durability, reliable 
altitude measurement and 
water resistance. This watch 
has all the functionalities for 
your outdoor sports – you can 
even design new features for 
your next adventures! If you 
can’t find what you need, create 
your own App with the Suunto 
App Designer. Using the simple, 
web-based App Designer, you 
can combine Ambit readings into 
a novel calculation, creating a 
totally original Ambit feature.
www.suunto.com

2Music Angel Friendz
Music Angel Friendz is an 

easy to use portable speaker. It 
can be connected to all digital 
music equipment, provided 
that it has a 3.5 mm mini-jack 
output (headphone-port). 
The digital amplifier has 2 x 
3W output. It has integrated 
rechargeable lithium battery of 
3.7 V and 1000 mAh. Playtime 
is up to 100 hours, the sound 
quality is great and the battery 
life is extreme. This device is 
compatible with iPhone, iPad, 
iPod, MP3-players, PC / MAC 
and all digital audio sources that 
has a 3.5 mm headphone output. 
When purchasing this device you 
will also get two cables, a “jewelry 
pouch” and user guide. The 
speaker can charge from PC / 
MAC and standard-USB charger. 
www.musicangel.net
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http://www.callawaygolf.com
http://www.puma.com
http://www.suunto.com
http://www.musicangel.net
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One of the most innovative automotive technologies 
at last Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas is 
something most drivers already own: a smartphone.

Android or iPhone, it doesn’t matter; the car of the near 
future will enable mobile devices to double as car keys and 
to alert drivers if their vehicles have been hit while parked. 
And that’s just the start. Among other tasks, phones soon 
will be used to verify that the driver is, in fact, the car’s 
owner. They’ll even be able to prove a driver’s safe driving 
record to insurance companies and coach sports-car owners 
on setting up a turn.

It’s called the connected car. And if you thought it was 
neat just to be able to talk hands-free via Bluetooth, that’s 
only the beginning. Some of the world’s largest automakers 
demonstrated different strategies for leveraging cellphone 
services and making them accessible through vehicle dash-
boards, steering wheels and navigation screens.

“It’s a little bit like 50 years ago when hot-rodding first 
came on the scene,” said Scott Fosgard, communications 
“infotainment” manager for General Motors. “People were 
customizing their cars through the engine. Today, people 
are customizing their cars through what we once thought 

tech by susan carpenter

Smart phones, smart cars, 
smarter drivers
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was a radio. With apps, I can make my Chevrolet Malibu 
different from your Chevrolet Malibu just like your iPhone 
is different from my iPhone.”

General Motors and Ford Motor Co. both unveiled new 
music, news and points-of-interest applications that will be 
available in upcoming GM vehicles equipped with MyLink 
and immediately in Ford cars with Sync AppLink. In select 
2014 model-year vehicles, General Motors will allow drivers 
to update their cars with manufacturer-approved apps as 
they become available. Those U.S. automakers announced 
programs this week that will allow software developers to 
access the manufacturers’ vehicle frameworks and accelerate 
the integration of new apps with their cars’ controls, using 
voice recognition, display screens, buttons and microphones.

Many of the apps available in Ford and General Motors 
cars are lifestyle-oriented, originally designed to be useful 
outside of a car. But what’s coming down the pike is entirely 
different.

“These are apps created specifically for the car,” said Fos-
gard, who at a “hackathon,” or programming conference, in 
Las Vegas this week fielded 200 developer pitches for apps 
that keep tabs on a car’s systems and advise drivers when 
they need service, or that track a driver’s acceleration habits 
and following distances, among other things.

More than 1 billion smartphones are in use globally, 
according to Ford Vice President of Engineering Hau 
Thai-Tang, and to date more than 55 billion apps have been 
downloaded worldwide. With another billion smartphones 
expected to be in use by 2015, Thai-Tang said, “Smartphone 
owners want to use the fully expanded capabilities of their 
phones in the car.”

For now, many of them are doing so in a manner that isn’t 
safe.

Smartphone users are twice as likely as other phone users 
to interact with their phones’ touch screens and keypads 
while driving if the technology embedded in their vehicles 
doesn’t meet their needs, Thai-Tang said, adding that recent 
studies have shown smartphone users increasingly are using 
their devices to access the Internet while in a car.

“The issue today is that consumers want to access their 
cellphone content while driving on the road, and the only 
way to do that is to use their phones while driving, which is 
not safe and in most states is illegal,” said Jake Sigal, founder 
of Michigan-based Livio Connect, a system that makes apps 
accessible through a vehicle’s controls. Livio Connect is 
available in the 2013 Chevrolet Spark, an entry-level minicar 
that uses the system to access the global radio-station and 
podcast app TuneIn via voice commands.

On Monday, Livio announced it would expand the apps 
available to its partner automakers, some of which provide 
weather updates (Accuweather), information on nearby 
parking (Parkopedia) and the ability for in-car FM radio lis-
teners to contact radio stations and their sponsors through 
Bluetooth-connected smartphones (FM Connect).

Livio Connect, and other systems that sync vehicle 
controls with phones’ connectivity to the cloud, are capable 
of importing almost any app consumers are using on their 
mobile devices into a car’s infrastructure. But automakers 

Smartphone Applications In Cars

Aha Radio
What it does: Organizes drivers’ favorite Internet content, 

including radio channels, news, music, audio books, social 

media feeds and podcasts.

BeCouply
What it does: Suggests date ideas and directs couples to 

their destinations with turn-by-turn navigation.

BringGo
What it does: Provides full-function navigation, including 

turn-by-turn directions.

Glympse
What it does: Allows drivers to share their location infor-

mation with family and friends via email, SMS, Facebook or 

Twitter using voice commands.

Kaliki
What it does: Reads select magazines and local newspa-

pers in a real human voice.

Parkopedia
What it does: Provides information on nearby parking 

garages, including pricing and real-time space availability, 

as well as navigation to get there.

Rhapsody
What it does: Lets drivers access any of the service’s 16 

million songs through their phones, or listen without a con-

nection by downloading a playlist to a mobile device acces-

sible through the car.

Siri
What it does: Allows drivers to get things done while driv-

ing by asking the Apple iPhone intelligent assistant.

TuneIn
What it does: Streams audio from a global network of 

70,000 radio stations; a listener in California could listen to 

an Afrobeat station in Nigeria.

are gatekeeping. Activities that could distract drivers, such 
as watching a TV show on Hulu or playing “Angry Birds” on 
the center console screen while the vehicle is moving, aren’t 
enabled. 

Car companies are allowing only apps that safely enhance 
the driving experience, such as audio, navigation, real-time 
traffic rerouting and searches for points of interest, along 
with even more-cutting-edge technologies that send infor-
mation the other way _ from the car, through the cloud, to 
the car’s owner, even when he isn’t in the driver’s seat.

Computer microprocessor maker Intel is working with 
automakers such as BMW, Hyundai, Nissan and Toyota 
to enable their vehicles’ cameras and sensors to notify a 
driver’s smartphone if something has happened to the car 
while the driver was away. Intel has also developed a system 
that securely pairs cars with smartphones so they can be 
used as virtual keys for remote entry, similar to traditional 
fobs. On a more personal level, Intel’s intelligent car system 
also can access cellphones’ contact lists and alert drivers 
when someone they know is nearby.
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Do you need a password to get to heaven?
If so, I’d better bring a magazine because 

I’ll be spending time in the waiting room.
At last count, I have 35 computer-related user 

names and passwords hidden in my “secret place.” 
(Don’t get any ideas. My hidey-hole is deep inside a 
cave on an outer moon of Jupiter.)

I have passwords for Facebook and Twitter and 
Amazon and Comcast and the Chattanooga Look-
outs and e-mail accounts and banks and online 
magazines and Wi-Fi hotspots and so on.

I asked a co-worker if he has the same problem 
and he showed me a folder on his desk that looked 
like the unbound manuscript of War and Peace.

“Here are my passwords,” he said dismissively, 
lifting the folder and letting it hit the desk with a 
thud.

This is what we’ve come to. Our digital world 

is taking revenge on us in the 
form of unsustainable password 
proliferation.

A study done a few years ago 
showed that the average Web user 
has about 25 accounts that require 
passwords. Computer users type 
an average of eight passwords a 
day, the study showed.

Here’s the deal. I’ll be 55 years 
old in May, and I don’t have 
enough brain cells to remember 
35 passwords. More importantly, 
I don’t WANT or NEED 35 
passwords.

Take my e-mail (please). Our 
new e-mail system at work 
requires us to change passwords 
once a month. Not only must 
you change passwords regularly, 
your new password must contain 
an uppercase letter, a numeral, a 
retina scan, a saliva sample and 
your entire human genome.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m sure 
that computer security is an 
urgent issue that needs our com-
plete attention – after all, it’s a 

concept promulgated by the same tech wizards who 
hoarded tuna fish for Y2K.

Honestly, the only hacking that keeps me up at 
night can be cured with a tablespoon of Robitussin.

I’m trying to get with the program. But frankly 
my e-mail is not worth protecting. My three most 
interesting subject lines from today’s e-mails are (I 
promise I’m not making these up):

1. “National Pie Day is Jan. 23.”
2. “Valentine’s Day Lingerie for Every Personal-

ity.” (Hmm. I might actually open this one. Wonder 
what a passive-aggressive brassiere looks like?)

3. “Rid Raccoon Eyes with Waterproof Eyeliner.”
Yeah, right. If I ever make the mistake of asking 

my wife it she needs some help for her “raccoon 
eyes,” I’ll be the one with two shiners.

Still, let’s suppose that I continue to rack up pass-
words at a dozen or so a year. I will eventually need 
some kind of iPhone app or lockbox or something 
to store them in.

Knowing I am not alone, I went to the Internet 
to find help. In newsroom parlance: I Googled it. I 
Googled it HARD. (This comes under the category 
of things that sound naughty, but really aren’t.)

I came across a piece of free, open-source soft-
ware called the “Password Safe.” And how do you 
keep your password stash in your Password Safe 
away from prying eyes?

Why, with another password, of course.
D’oh.

So many 
passwords, I’m 
about to burst

online by mark kennedy
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Health Review: TEBONIN® EGb 761®

Losing your mental edge?

Optimise your workplace 
potential and keep up!

Available from 
leading Pharmacies 
and Health Stores
For more information 
phone 0800 657 876 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm or 
email info@phealth.co.nz

Distributed by Pharma Health NZ Ltd. 
Your Health. Nature’s Power.
PO Box 15 185, Auckland 0640. 
www.pharmahealth.co.nz
Supplementary to and not a replacement 
for a balanced diet. Always read the label. 
Use only as directed and if symptoms 
persist see your health professional. TA
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Tebonin® EGb 761® supports: 
● computer work station performance(1)

● brain and cognitive function(1)

● mental clarity, focus and mental balance (stability)(1)

● performance and information processing while under stress(2)

● mental function and quality of life(3)

● normal neurocognitive functioning during tasks such as number processing(4)

● healthy brain activity and neuronal energy activity(5)

Tebonin® EGb 761® has over 600 published peer-reviewed, scientifi c studies. 
More than 8,000,000 tablets are taken worldwide every day. Made in Germany 
it is clinically tested & recommended by doctors and neurologists worldwide.
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science by amina khan

Scientists have identified the first meteorite to 
originate from the surface of Mars, a 2.1-bil-
lion-year-old specimen that contains about 10 

times more water than any other space rock from 
Mars.

Discovered in the Sahara Desert, the rock – 
called NWA 7034 – is unlike any of the 110-odd 
Martian meteorites yet found on Earth, according 
to a report published online  by the journal Science. 
Experts said it provides an unprecedented close-

up view of the Red Planet’s surface and may help 
scientists understand what NASA’s Curiosity and 
Opportunity rovers are seeing as they roam the 
Martian surface.

“This opens a whole new window on Mars,” said 
Munir Humayun, a cosmochemist at Florida State 
University who was not involved in the study.

Though planetary scientists have sent several 
spacecraft to Mars – most recently Curiosity, which 
is equipped with an on-board chemical laboratory 
– there’s no substitute for a sample in hand, said 
study leader Carl Agee, director of the Institute of 
Meteoritics at the University of New Mexico. Scien-
tists on Earth can run sophisticated tests and glean 
a wealth of information about the rock’s history 
and the environment in which it formed – tests no 
rover could do.

NWA 7034 came to Agee in 2011 by way of a 
meteorite collector who bought it from a meteorite 
dealer in Morocco. The planetary scientist said he 
was immediately struck by the 319.8-gram sample, 
which is about the size of a baseball and twice as 
heavy.

Even though most space rocks become blackened 
on the outside during their blazing descent through 
the Earth’s atmosphere, they often remain light on 
the inside. NWA 7034, on the other hand, was dark 
all the way through, earning the nickname “Black 
Beauty.”

“I had never seen anything like it,” Agee said.
Perplexed by the strange specimen, he put it on 

his bookshelf and let it sit there for about a month 
as he wrestled with the best way to approach his 
analysis. Once he got started, he examined the 
meteorite for nearly a year.

At first, NWA 7034 appeared to be very un-Mars-
like. Laser fluorination revealed that its ratio of 
heavier-to-lighter oxygen isotopes, usually a handy 
fingerprint of a meteorite’s origins, didn’t match 
any of the Mars meteorites described in the scien-
tific literature. Those meteorites seemed to come 
from volcanic deposits formed deep inside Mars, 
because their chemical makeup was different from 
the data sent back by rovers and spacecraft examin-
ing the Red Planet’s surface.

If Agee’s team had looked no further, the space 

Meteorite carries 
ancient water from Mars
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rock might have been classified as an oddball piece of aster-
oid and quite possibly forgotten. But rubidium-strontium 
dating indicated that NWA 7034 was just 2.1 billion years old 
– far too young to come from an asteroid.

Meteorites that come from asteroids are typically more 
than four billion years old, since these small rocky bodies 
quickly cooled after the solar system’s formation. Planets, 
on the other hand, were volcanically active for much longer, 
and many of their rocks formed much later.

Black Beauty must have come from a planet, the team 
members concluded.

The meteorite had too much iron to have come from Mer-
cury and it had too many traces of water to have come from 
Venus. But when they analyzed minerals called pyroxenes, 
they found that the ratio of iron to manganese did match 
those of other Martian meteorites.

Further analysis showed that Black Beauty was rich in 
sodium and potassium, giving it a striking resemblance to 
rocks on the Martian surface examined by Curiosity’s laser-
shooting ChemCam instrument, Agee said, as well as those 
of Gusev crater, which was explored by the NASA rover 
Spirit before it broke down in 2010.

That makes NWA 7034 a one-of-a-kind sample from the 
Martian crust, Agee said.

“What Carl Agee did was actually very courageous,” 
Humayun said. “They looked beyond what most people 
would have fallen for ... (and) recognized its Martian 
connection.”

Additional analysis showed that Black Beauty contained 

roughly 10 times more water than any other named Martian 
meteorite – about 6,000 parts per million.

That’s much more water than a rock its age should have. 
At 2.1 billion years old, it hails from the beginning of the 
Amazonian epoch, which is thought to be a dry chapter in 
Martian history.

Perhaps Mars was wetter for longer than scientists have 
thought, Agee said.

There are even hints of organic carbon in the meteorite, 
Humayun pointed out, although further study will need to 
be done to determine whether it’s really of Martian origin 
or was acquired since arriving on Earth. The rock looks 
relatively fresh by Sahara standards, Agee said, guessing that 
it could have landed within the last few hundred years.

It’s unclear why most Martian meteorites have come from 
the planet’s interior, he added, though it may be that crustal 
rock is more fragile and less likely to survive a journey 
through space or entry into Earth’s atmosphere.

The find may inspire scientists to go back into their 
archives and reconsider other oddball meteorites. Perhaps 
there are more Martian specimens already in labs waiting to 
be identified, Humayun said.

Scientists on Earth can run 
sophisticated tests and glean 
a wealth of information about 
the rock’s history and the 
environment in which it formed 
– tests no rover could do
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A new wave for 
Ultravox’s Midge Ure

Y ou might not have heard Midge 
Ure’s name before, but you’ve 
certainly heard his music.

The leader of new wave pioneers 
Ultravox, as well as a solo artist in his 
own right, Ure hasn’t scored many 
American hits – aside from the star-

music by glenn gamboa

studded perennial holiday classic he 
co-wrote, Band Aid’s “Do They Know 
It’s Christmas?” – but his music is now 
finding wider appeal on ‘80s music 
radio stations, in commercials and in 
films.

The BBC recently named Ultra-

vox’s 1981 classic “Vienna” the United 
Kingdom’s favourite song to only reach 
No. 2 on their charts, beating out The 
Beatles’ “Strawberry Fields Forever,” 
Elvis Presley’s “Hound Dog” and 
Queen’s “We Are the Champions.”

With his new tour, Ure is trying to 
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gauge fan interest in his music and in 
a possible Ultravox reunion tour in 
America. “Ultravox has never done 
anything in a meager way,” Ure said, 
calling from his home in England. “I’m 
a much more flexible thing. ... I’m test-
ing the waters.”

You’re playing a special acoustic 
show. Considering that Ultravox 
was always known for its massive, 
sweeping sound, how can you 
manage that?

I first did it years ago for a night at 
the Bottom Line for songwriters. ... I 

learned three or four songs acoustically 
for this night, and I liked it so much 
I ended up doing a six-week acoustic 
tour across America. I found that 
“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” and 
“Vienna” work incredibly well when 
you strip them right down to the bone. 
It’s the test of a good song.

Does it change the songs’ mean-
ing for you?

They do take on a new life of their 
own. You have to focus on what the 
song’s actually saying. You can’t hide 
behind a wall of synths. ... You better 

have written something interesting, 
because if you don’t have one element, 
the whole thing falls apart.

 It also showcases things you’re 
not particularly known for – your 
phrasing, your delivery.

It’s not really a fair, well-balanced 
world – the music industry. Maybe 
it doesn’t need to be. Maybe part of 
the joy of music is finding things you 
didn’t know anything about. ... Every 
so often, you discover something by 
osmosis, something new. That’s when 
magic happens.

 I found that 
“Dancing With 
Tears in My Eyes” 
and “Vienna” work 
incredibly well 
when you strip 
them right down 
to the bone. It’s the 
test of a good song
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Much ado about nothing
ANTHOLOGY OF NEW  
ZEALAND LITERATURE 
Edited by Jane Stafford  
and Mark Williams
Auckland University Press, $75.
This massive anthology is the oddest 
mixture imaginable of the conven-
tional and the supposedly up to date, 
the schoolmarmish and the inappro-
priate. The upsetting notion is that 
this bumper book will be accepted as 
an authoritative summary of the NZ 
literary landscape when its numerous 
omissions and contradictory strategies 
make it unbalanced and inaccurate.

On page 16 of the introduction 
the editors of this massive tome 
write, “Our purpose is not to pres-
ent a canonical view of New Zealand 
literature.” The size and scope of the 
book suggest what they are at pains to 
deny. For how else could a thousand 
plus pages assemblage, neatly divided 
into decades with numerous thematic 
containers, be regarded? The canon-
like aspect of this collection is affirmed 
over and over again by including such 
classic items as “Along Rideout Road 
That Summer” by Maurice Duggan, 
“The Hole that Jack Dug” by Frank 
Sargeson, “At the Bay” by Kather-
ine Mansfield, to name but a few. To 
ensure it was not a canon (even though 
secretly it is), they have included 
nineteenth century material that time 
has been kind enough to overlook and 
throw in wild cards like the Yates’ 
Garden Guide, Dylan Horrocks’ comic 

strip and so on. The collection might 
have dared to be sprawling and a form-
less potpourri but insists on forcing the 
“form” of thematic boxes upon its con-
tents like a series of NCEA straitjack-
ets. Of course writers don’t work from 
themes – they are a teaching device to 
enable the student to make an assay of 
or an essay on what a work signifies. 

The editors proceed to say that just 
as Alfred Domett was admired in his 
own time but denigrated thereafter, so 
too did James K. Baxter suffer a similar 
fate. Nonsense. While it is true Baxter 
the man was regarded with suspicion 
by some for running off to found a 
commune, his poetic reputation has 
never been less than high. Some regard 
him as our greatest poet ever, though 
that honour belongs more properly to 
Allen Curnow, our only poet of undis-
puted world status. Curnow is well rep-
resented and so is Stead – as an excel-
lent short story writer but regrettably 
as a poet with a poem from Queseda 
instead of one of his much finer earlier 
poems. The anthology is replete with 
curiously inappropriate selections – the 
Treaty of Waitangi! A song from the 
Front Lawn! The early entries, many 
by writers who have never been to 
New Zealand, are cultural curiosities 
and most exhibit that ponderous high 
falutin’ Victorian style that can only 
a produce a wince in a contemporary 
sensibility. A ray of Maori wit gleams 
in Wiremu Tamihana’s letter to Gover-
nor Grey. R.A K Mason is well repre-

bookcase by michael morrissey

sented by some of his classic best but 
Brunton has his muddled manifesto 
and no poems that show off his verve. 
At the conclusion of their rambling 
introduction, the editors claim that 
works have been included for “liter-
ary reasons” – a claim not sustainable 
when considering the oddness and the 
heavy PC correctness that prompts 
many of the selections.

Whereas Margaret Mahy, Riemke 
Ensing, (Sir) James McNeish, Peter 
Bland, Ngaio Marsh (our best detec-
tive writer), Tony Beyer, Stephen 
Oliver (arguably our finest living poet), 
Graham Billing (our finest naturalist 
writer), Martin Edmond (our finest 
essayist), Alistair Paterson, David 
Howard, Roger Hall and Anthony 
McCarten (our two leading play-
wrights) have been not been included, 
Isobella Aylmer, A.Butler Stoney, Alex-
ander Bathgate, Abel Dottin William 
Ensign Best (why not Elsdon Best?), 
John Male (one of Williams’ lame 

In summary, this book might be a great 
success at schools but its blunderbuss 
buckshot approach would not serve a 
university course nearly as well
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“discoveries’), Joshua Henry Kirby and 
Winthrop Mackworth Praed clutter up 
valuable space. 

This collection has cheerfully omit-
ted Charlotte Grimshaw, Stephanie 
Johnson, Shonagh Koea, Sarah Quig-
ley, and finest of all, Charlotte Randall, 
but dutifully included Sia Fiegel, Karlo 
Mila, Alice Tawhai, Alison Wong, and 
Keri Hulme. Obviously gender is not 
the issue here but one cannot help sus-
pecting it’s political correctness, that 
scourge of high art. The former writers 
are European whereas those included 
are “ethnic”. Hulme’s stridently tor-
mented, seemingly unedited stories 
are badly written pretentious twaddle 
and Sia Fiegel’s contribution is full of 
bantering battering dialogue and crude 
blasphemies. For reasons not stated, 
that doyen of Maori writers, Alan 
Duff, declined to be included, more’s 
the pity. I wonder if it had anything to 
do with including short extracts from 
novels, an unsatisfactory practice that 
should have long since died. Again, for 
reasons not stated, Vincent O’ Sullivan 
declined to take part. In any event, 
based on the excellent anthology he 
co-edited back in 1983, he would have 
made a more discriminating editor.

The issue of omissions (and my list 
could be extended almost ad infini-
tum) would have never have arisen so 
prominently had not the anthology 
been so gargantuan. With a 400-page 
anthology, an antipathetic reviewer 
might have mentioned a few omissions. 
With an (almost) 1200-page colossus, 
blog sites and reviews have been run-
ning red hot with long lists of notable 
omissions.

Before the contemporary period of 
over weening confidence, (which the 
editors oxymoronically deny affirm-
ing) poets such as Mason, Curnow and 
Brasch and prose writers like Bill Pear-
son felt themselves to be in a cultural 
wasteland. Mason:

here in this far-pitched perilous hos-
tile place
this solitary hard-assaulted spot
fixed at the friendless outer edge of 
space.
The same feeling in comparable 

but even more lamenting language 
is strongly echoed by Anna Kavan’s 
astoundingly bitter reflections on life 

lived on these supposedly idyllic lands 
which I read with gloomy pleasure. 
Kavan’s grimness is a real find and I 
thank the editors for including it. And 
yes, despite the harshness of my review, 
I frequently discovered poems with 
which I was unfamiliar, from such well 
known poets as Curnow, Baxter and 
Mason. In fact, rather than wading 
through this giant book, it is better to 
flick it open at random ... here I am 
at page 638 with a superb poem by 
Kendrick Smithyman ... and here’s a 
lovely poem by Mary Stanley ... here’s 
a poem by Jenny Bornholdt but alas it 
is chopped up prose ... here’s a mas-
terful psychological horror story by 
Owen Marshall, our leading short story 
writer ... here’s a wonderful poem by 
Dinah Hawken ... Yes, this is definitely 
the way to deal with this anthology – 
random sampling, small bites. Thus the 
dead whale becomes a lively dolphin.

In summary, this book might be a 
great success at schools but its blun-
derbuss buckshot approach would not 

serve a university course nearly as well. 
The overseas reader will be hopelessly 
intimidated by its size and surprised 
that so small a country with so short a 
history should produce such a whop-
per of a tome. Overall, it is marred by 
being a mishmash of excerpts from 
writers who have never visited New 
Zealand, a resurrection of nineteenth 
century literary corpses better left 
unexhumed, exhaustive categorisa-
tion, political correctness, Victoria and 
Auckland University press domina-
tion and the inclusion of novels, plays, 
songs and other ephemera which do 
not qualify as being literature plus 
inexcusable omissions. It is an uneasy 
blend of a Saturday book with a 
canonical assemblage that is in denial 
of its not so secret agenda.

I rest my case.
Endnote: I keep reading that the 

Edmonds Cook book is in the recipe 
but since it’s not listed in the index, I 
am slightly baffled. I guess I’ll have to 
track it down by random sampling.

HEADS IN BEDS 
A Reckless Memoir of Hotels, Hustles,  
and So-Called Hospitality
Jacob Tomsky
Doubleday, $29.95
If you travel a lot or even a little, you know in your heart 

that you’re the clean guest. It’s all those other slobs you 

have to worry about.

What do you really know about the guy who used 

that face towel before you? Yeah, the one supposedly 

cleaned by the hotel staff.

Jacob Tomsky’s nonfiction book Heads in Beds: A 

Reckless Memoir of Hotels, Hustles, and So-Called 

Hospitality pulls back the sheets on the hotel indus-

try, and thanks to his decade of working just about 

every job at upscale hotels, we can all benefit from his 

wisdom.

There’s a wealth of information that will save you time, headaches and money, 

including tips on how to game the system for free movies and minibar snacks 

(“You never have to pay for a thing inside that little fridge of joy.”) But this mem-

oir also reveals the “unique methods” employed by housekeepers, who have 

dozens of rooms to “flip” in very little time.

Duvets and pillows are not washed, and water glasses are cleaned with Pledge, 

to make them sparkle. If you treat employees rudely, they might exact revenge 

by tampering with your amenities in unspeakable ways.

But the real heart of darkness resides in your fellow guests themselves: They’re 

shameful, disgusting pigs. Nothing like you, of course.

Reviewed by Landon Hall
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movies by rick bentley & cary darling

D irector Ruben Fleischer 
breathed new life into the zom-
bie genre by infusing comedy 

into his weird and quirky Zombieland. 
He successfully fussed the odd mix of 
contradicting elements of horror and 
hilarity.

He’s not so successful with a similar 
attempt to blend genres in Gangster 
Squad. His decision to take a modern 
approach to a 1940s-style gangster 
story gives the film a jumbled feel. 
The modern touches seem out of place 
while the mob story lacks energy and 
tension.

There are some very good elements 
in this tale based loosely on the real 
story of the police officers who took a 
stand against organized crime in Los 
Angeles during the late 1940s. The 
team worked off the books and without 
any regard to the law. Anything was 
acceptable as long as the mob didn’t get 
a foothold in Southern California.

Fleischer shot the movie with a wink 
and a nod to the gangster films of the 
1930s and 1940s. The good guys – par-
ticularly Josh Brolin as squad leader 
Sgt. John O’Mara – are a hard-nosed 

group. Brolin even seems to channel 
the quiet cool of Humphrey Bogart as 
he guides his men through the no-rules 
war on crime.

Even the film’s central bad guy, 
mobster Mickey Cohen, played by Sean 
Penn, looks like a refugee from a James 
Cagney movie with his evil stares 
and growling voice. The film’s at its 
best when Brolin and Penn are on the 
screen together.

The actors are given a beautiful 
backdrop as Fleischer makes ‘40s Los 
Angeles look like a magical place, 
from its high-priced night clubs to the 
mysterious back alleys. The director 
opted for a more vibrant filming style 
rather than the dark, glooming film 
noir look of the gangster-movie era. In 
this case, the visual approach is better 
because it gives a more mystical look to 
the movie.

Then there are the problems.
Fleischer has tried to put a spin on 

the classic gangster story with modern 
dialogue and touches of humour. This 
artistic juxtaposition is a distraction. 
The characters come across more like a 
bunch of 21st century buddies going to 

a gangster theme party than as a crew 
trying to keep Los Angeles safe.

This is particularly jarring with Ryan 
Gosling, whose Sgt. Jerry Wooters is 
too cool for any room. Everything he 
says is a quip or witty banter. He ends 
up about two jokes short of becoming 
little more than the comic relief for the 
movie.

And his scenes with Emma Stone – 
as the beauty who willingly shares her 
love with mobster or cop – don’t have 
the crisp dialogue of the ‘40s, where 
sexuality was discussed in double and 
triple entendre. There’s no romance 
here. It’s just another reminder that 
Fleischer’s modern touch doesn’t com-
pletely work.

This film is not a total miss, but it 
certainly isn’t the direct hit that Zom-
bieland was.

GANGSTER SQUAD
Cast: Josh Brolin, Sean Penn, 
Emma Stone, Ryan Gosling 
Directed by: Ruben Fleischer
Running time: 113 minutes.
Rating: R for language, violence
GG

Gangster Squad
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E veryone knows how Zero Dark 
Thirty ends: with the killing of 
Osama bin Laden in his Paki-

stani compound by SEAL Team Six.
But it’s how it begins – with the 

hauntingly effective use of voices of 
the 9-11 victims and then a pummel-
ing abuse of a prisoner at a clandestine 
CIA “black site” – that has inflamed 
the passions of both conservatives and 
liberals. Yet, as a viewer, it’s like being 
shoved down a dark tunnel into a shad-
owy world of intrigue, suspicion and 
horror. That world comes brutally alive 
in Kathryn Bigelow’s new film, a har-
rowing adventure behind the headlines 
that is at once a riveting procedural 
and, at the same time, a bracing politi-
cal statement on the moral ambiguities 
of our war on terror.

Jessica Chastain plays Maya, a CIA 
analyst who is single-mindedly on the 
trail of Osama bin Laden, even when 
her boss, Joseph Bradley (Kyle Chan-
dler), wants her not to spend so much 
time on it. Maya is introduced to the 
world of “enhanced interrogation” 
through another agent, Dan (Jason 
Clarke), who lets her watch while he 
assaults and humiliates Ammar (Reda 
Kateb). At first, she seems uncomfort-
able, as if she might put a stop to it, but 
ultimately it only seems to harden her 
heart and resolve.

But it’s going to take a lot more than 
jailhouse savagery to get Bin Laden. 
It’s going to take gumshoe detective 
skills and that means everything else 
in Maya’s life –  which we’re given few 
clues about – is pushed aside. (The 

person upon whom Maya is based is 
reportedly still an active CIA agent.)

It’s the slow piecing together of 
evidence – along with the increas-
ing urgency fueled by events such as 
the London bus bombing in 2005 and 
Islamabad Marriott Hotel bombing in 
2008 – that gives Maya the impetus to 
keep going.

Chastain, playing a very different 
character from the one people know 
her from in The Help, possesses a 
palpable toughness, even if she isn’t 
physically overwhelming. There are a 
couple of moments that ring false (even 
if they did really happen), as when she 
uses a smart-mouth profanity in front 
of CIA director Leon Panetta (James 
Gandolfini).

But those moments are overwhelmed 
by a performance that feels just right.

She’s helped along by Clarke, an 
Australian actor who may now zoom to 
star status after years of yeoman work in 
everything from the TV series Brother-
hood to the action movie Death Race.

Then there’s the planning and the 
execution of the raid itself, the back 
half of the film, where you feel as if 

you’re just one pair of night-vision-
goggles away from the two SEAL Team 
members we get to know best, Patrick 
(Joel Edgerton) and Justin (Chris 
Pratt). As she displayed in The Hurt 
Locker, Bigelow is an expert at captur-
ing the claustrophobia of combat.

Yet, after the deed is done, it doesn’t 
feel quite celebratory for Maya. She 
seems to realize that the aftershock of 
war for her, and by extension all of us, 
will be around for a long time.

As written by Mark Boaz and envi-
sioned by Bigelow, Zero Dark Thirty is 
no simple, action-hero victory dance 
around Bin Laden’s body. It’s a pow-
erful, philosophically troubling look 
at recent events strained through the 
prism of Bigelow’s gripping artistic 
vision. Simply put, Zero Dark Thirty is 
the best film of 2012.

ZERO DARK THIRTY 
Cast: Jessica Chastain, Jason 
Clarke, Kyle Chandler
Directed by: Kathryn Bigelow
Running time: 157 min
Rating: R for strong violence
GGGGG

It’s a powerful, philosophically troubling 
look at recent events strained through 
the prism of Bigelow’s gripping artistic 
vision. Simply put, Zero Dark Thirty is 
the best film of 2012
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But no; this is not the only way a politi-
cal party can operate, nor ever has 
been – and to admit that you simply 
kowtow when told to is an arguably 
shameful admission. It indicates not 
only that this MP’s personal judgment, 
and even conscience, will seemingly be 
ignored if it clashes with the edicts of 
a strong leader, but that his priority is 
not representing his electorate. Smith’s 
stated eagerness to not only do as he 
is told, but the excessive compliance 
implicit in an inappropriate eagerness 
to show total obedience, is embarrass-
ingly cringe-making. 

How high…? This is, of course, part 
of today’s damaging substitution of the 
importance of individual conscience, 
individual action – so often depending 
on individual courage – by the now 
almost iconic cult of leadership, one of 
the most damaging concepts in history. 
Claiming that one should hand over 
one’s judgment and conscience to a 
leader diminishes us morally as human 

beings. Our parliamentarians need 
to remember that the excuse of only 
following their leader’s orders did not, 
for example, save high-ranking Nazi 
politicians from the judgment and 
opprobrium of history.

MPs reduced to simply doing as 
they are told are no different from all 
others who disregard the responsibility 
placed on them as adult individuals. 
It wasn’t always the case in the history 
of New Zealand’s political parties. The 
expectation has long been that MPs of 
integrity are expected to listen to their 
own conscience, rather than merely 
obey the edicts of a self-willed leader. 

Nor are conscience issues rare when 
it comes to considering the conse-
quences of proposed legislation. We 
know, for example, that Prime Minister 
John Key’s arrogant substitution of his 
own determination for the will of the 
country at large in his highly damaging 
endorsement of the anti-smacking leg-
islation, with its disastrous effects on 

so many intimidated parents, dismayed 
many in the National Cabinet. By no 
means a minority of National Party 
MPs were also well aware the Marine 
and Coastal Area legislation was 
anti-democratic…that the Emissions 
Trading System was an unnecessary, 
further burden on New Zealanders.

Their silence at the prospect of being 
deprived of their ministerial positions, 
higher salaries, ministerial cars, perks 
and privileges tells us how basically 
corrupt has become what is no longer 
a democratic process – one in which 
grassroots New Zealanders should be 
making the decisions about the direc-
tions to take the country. This isn’t 
happening – and what is now occur-
ring can be described as the moral 
disarmament of Parliament. 

With its current domination by the 
leader of whatever major party currently 
rules – and “rules” is the appropriate 
word – what we need to be urgently 
aware of is the actual ambition of the 
leader – one with so much power that 
when he and his inner clique tell rank 
and file party members to jump, indeed, 
they jump. Our MPs have apparently 
become unfit, individually and col-
lectively, to genuinely evaluate what is 
happening to the country – aided by the 
mass media’s intellectual laziness and 
not infrequent bias.

Following her Che Guevara days, 
Helen Clark, a smooth-tongued, con-
summate politician, seemingly gave 

It was a shocking admission – almost worse in that Nick Smith, Nelson’s National Party MP, 
was apparently boasting when he recently stated : “I’m the old-fashioned type: when the 
Prime Minister says jump, I say how high. It is the only way a political party can operate.”

MPs reduced to simply doing as they are 
told are no different from all others who 

disregard the responsibility placed on 
them as adult individuals. It wasn’t always 

the case in the history of New Zealand’s 
political parties

Nobody jumps higher  
than self-serving MPs
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her loyalty to the kind of democratic 
subversion which is Marxism, under-
pinning much of her basic attack on the 
traditional family values stabilising and 
underpinning this country. The pro-gay 
propaganda intensified…the subversive 
“rainbow coalition” arching across the 
political parties now so determinedly 
working to present an association of 
members of the same sex as basically 
marriage – a not only contradictory but 
thoroughly untenable concept. It was 
Clark who, knowing very well that this 
was certainly not the case, made the 
glib claim that “we live in an incredibly 
benign environment” an excuse for her 
aggressive move against the Air Force 
combat wing – a move understandable 
only when it is recognised that her alle-
giance has long been not to this country, 
but to a “New World Order”.

As far back as 1986, this previous 
Prime Minister admitted she was 
a branch secretary for Parliamen-
tarians for Global Action – which 
disingenuously claimed its aim “as an 
international organisation of legisla-
tors “(read…those who inflict laws on 
others, worldwide) was to promote 
disarmament, development, and 
“more effective international institu-
tions”. The attack on our Air Force, 
the weakening of our naval defence 
capability and the rundown of our 
military equipment and provisions 
over a period when she was markedly 
antagonistic to the US, while allow-
ing an extraordinary number of top 
echelon Communist Chinese military 
personnel to tour our bases in this 
country, becomes ominously more 
understandable. 

How many New Zealanders are 
aware of the large, cross-party number 
of parliamentarians, some no doubt 
simply naïvely so… others well aware 
of what is at stake (60 were members in 
effect, in 2004, including many still in 
Parliament) who belong to the suitably 
vaguely named Parliamentarians for 
Global Action Group? Its 2004 confer-
ence, chaired by the same National 
Party MP, Nick Smith, paid tribute 
to Helen Clark’s “leadership”. In 1994 
Michael Laws, then also a National MP, 
stated he was “a globalist and a strong 
supporter of an eventual ‘One World 
Government’.”

Such a concept of course, is thor-
oughly undemocratic, requiring 
member countries to surrender vital 
aspects of their sovereignty, including 
in economic, legal, and defence areas, 
and double-taxing their people to sup-
port what would undoubtedly become 
(as the EU has, with its spiralling costs 
and autocratic rulings) a massive, arro-
gantly dominating bureaucracy with, 
eventually, its own armed forces. We 
would be extremely naive not to rec-
ognise that these could eventually be 
used against rebellious countries fail-
ing to endorse their edicts. We should 
make no mistake – The One World 
Government proposal is the peren-
nial fork-tongued attack on individual 
freedom and democracy – the familiar 
two-sided but identical coin of both the 
Far Left and the Far Right.

John Key’s early and keen ambition 
to be Prime Minister points to the fact 
that he thinks ahead. When the New 
Zealand worm finally turns against 
this self-willed leader, with no desire 
to be in opposition he must inevitably 
court the world’s power-brokers…in 
all probability has long been doing so. 
Hence his flouting the wishes of the 
country, as with the anti-smacking 
legislation and his promotion of racial 
preference among other anti-the West, 
UN-pushed policies?

What of his legacy? In his book Anti-

fragile, illustrating the fading of moral 
and intellectual authority, Nassim 
Nicholas Taleb illustrates how ethics 
has been replaced with legalese. His 
first ethical rule? “If you see fraud and 
do not say fraud, you are a fraud…”i.e. 
being tolerant of anyone undertaking a 
wrong action condones it.

What is basically a connivance at 
corruption can become spread over all 
socio-political and intellectual areas 
of society. Arguably it now has, in this 
small country. However, the way New 
Zealanders can win back control of our 
future is covered in my forthcoming 
book: The 100 Days – Claiming Back 
New Zealand – what has gone wrong 
and how we can control politicians.

Amy Brooke’s compelling new book is 

published by Howling At The Moon and 

will be available from good bookstores 

everywhere or www.ianwishart.com
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