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Richard’s text was invariably word 
perfect down to the last fullstop, and 
never needed sub-editing for typos or 
spelling. His arguments were always 
carefully prefaced, often outrageous 
and amusing in the same breath.

As writers, we all have bad days how-
ever. Richard’s column last issue was 
imprecisely couched and nailed down, 
and implied things that Richard had 
not meant to imply. It was filed hastily 
on the very morning the magazine was 
due to go to press.

Had I read Richard’s column in 
detail instead of checking its beginning 
and ending and wordcount and then 
firing it through to our waiting design 
team I probably would have rung him 
and asked, “Is this what you really 
meant to say?”.

I didn’t read it in detail, didn’t make 
that call. As a result a column went to 
press that did not honestly reflect the 
views of its author, let alone the maga-
zine. Mea culpa. The first I actually 

Uncommonly loud dissent
As many of you may have gathered from the news this past month, Richard Prosser’s 
column with Investigate has come to an end. For more than ten years, Richard 
faithfully served up arguments that resonated with ordinary New Zealanders, as his 
recent book compilation of ‘greatest hits’ – Uncommon Dissent: The Evolution of a 
Kiwi Nationalist makes clear.

I didn’t read it in detail, didn’t make that 
call. As a result a column went to press 

that did not honestly reflect the views of its 
author, let alone the magazine

Editor

realised what was in it was when TV3 
rang me three weeks after the maga-
zine had gone on sale.

Three weeks. Virtually every major 
news organisation in the country, includ-
ing the parliamentary press gallery, had 
received a copy of Investigate on publica-
tion day.  Some had made inquiries about 
our Coca Cola expose, which was cov-
ered by the Australian media as well. No 
one reacted to Richard Prosser’s article 
until a blogger brought it up.

Richard’s overarching point was 
valid: the decision by a group of 
Islamic extremists to fly planes into 
buildings and carry bombs in their 
shoes and underwear has achieved 
the near paralysis of air travel. The 
inconvenience of flying anywhere these 
days has contributed to airline failures 
and multiple billions of dollars in extra 
time wasted and compliance costs.

Richard’s solution of banning all 
Muslim-looking people from flying, 
whilst entertaining as a comic speech-

bubble kneejerk reaction, was unfair 
and impractical and tarred moderates 
as well as millions of non-Muslims 
with the crimes of others.

As this magazine pointed out to the 
handful of NGOs who bothered to 
complain to us, however, what’s sauce 
for the goose is sauce for the gander as 
well: NZ mosques have invited Islamic 
hate preachers to preach here, and no 
one in the liberal media has rushed to 
demand answers over that, not one.

The surreal nature of the media 
storm reached its peak on TV One’s 
Seven Sharp when my openly-gay 
former colleague Ali Moore asked me 
how I could possibly defend the use 
of the word “troglodytes” in regard to 
Muslim extremists. As I replied, these 
are the same NZ visitors who have said 
women are “second class to men” and 
that gays and lesbians should be pros-
ecuted and executed. “In my view, they 
are troglodytes,” I sighed.

So Richard Prosser decided he could 
not serve two masters. We respect that 
decision. Meanwhile, if you think you’re 
a great columnist, apply within J.
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THE PROSSER IMBROGLIO
I agree with Winston Peters, that there 

is some truth in what Richard Prosser 

said in his article in Investigate 

magazine.  

Everyone is entitled to having an 

opinion within a free society, aren’t 

they?

Ian Wishart, on Radio NZ’s Morning 

Report, commented how Islamists, who 

are rather more extreme in their views 

than Richard in his article, expressed 

the desire to “stone faggots to death”.

•	 Do you agree with female circum-

cision in NZ or elsewhere?

•	 Do you agree that while Islamic 

males walk around in Western 

clothing, their wives walk beside 

them dressed in anything rang-

ing from a black head covering to a 

black cloth from head to foot?

•	 Would you like to see NZ women 

COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

Poetry

It’s not really like Rosalie’s Good Eats Café,
There are sorrows and blunders and strife
But other things too, for this funny old pub
Has at least its full share of true life.

There’s a seven-year-old in pyjamas who stands
And looks out from a window upstairs.
He’s clever: he’s made his own time-machine
And it’s giving him flashes of years.

The off-season’s ending, the island prepares
For crowds who’ll be coming here soon.
A scratch-crew is manning the stools in the bar
And the beer-garden under the moon.

There’s a middle-aged window and her teenage son,
He bored, he’d like girls or more beer
Even some friends his own age would be nice
He wishes his mother weren’t here.

His mother can sense it, only too well
She can’t reach him, although she can try.
(She painted a scene at the light-house at dawn.
He’ll look at it one day and cry).

A genteel English lady is taking it in,
She makes her martini last
In the Cold War she killed people in East Berlin
But that is all long in the past.

Her husband will come on tomorrow’s boat,
They’ll hire bicycles at the store,
Watch birds, watch the sunset over the lakes
And not ask for anything more.

There’s an old man alone bent over a glass
With his face a blank as a wall.
He’ll never let anyone guess that he’s come
To say goodbye to it all.

The bespectacled lawyer drinking his beer
Lost the love of his life months ago.
He’s surprised he’s not shaken it off with a laugh,
He’s surprised that the healing’s so slow.

Now the girl that he met while sailing today
Is staying here at the hotel
He’s too shy and uptight when looking at her
To see that she wants him as well.

She’s not wearing much sitting there on the stool
And she looks at his friend with a smile
He still isn’t getting it yet, the poor fool,
But maybe he will in a while.

There’s a man and a woman sitting outside
With their toes in the cool silver sands.
They met here twenty-five years ago.
They’re holding each other’s hands.

They know each other’s being with renewed
Senses of love and surprise
And the moon, with its splendid sense of cliché
Reflects as a light in their eyes.

They kiss and they whisper, trying to express
The things at the limits of speech.
In the water’s last shallows the little top-shells
Tinkle and wash on the beach.

Hal G. P. Colebatch

Night at the Rottnest Island hotel and beer-garden

having to subscribe to this 

behavior?

•	 It’s true, the wrong people are 

checked at airports.  Women, chil-

dren, blind people…  

Is it now dangerous to express a view 

freely in Investigate magazine, or is 

it just that this topic and its author 

have conveniently blipped the Media’s 

radar, while other larger issues such as 

child poverty pass and North Korea’s 

nuclear testing, have missed scrutiny?

I am disappointed that the media in 

general have been unable to cover all 

of the good, constructive work that NZ 

First have been doing in Parliament 

during their time in opposition, instead 

they only choose to amplify this opin-

ion piece, which we have not even had 

the opportunity to read and consider.  

Who is really being one-sided and 

imbalanced?

Karen Torkar, Via email
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You gotta be able to prioritize, right? 
At Derby Line, Vt., the international 
frontier runs through the middle of the 
town library and its second-floor opera 
house. If memory serves, the stage and 
the best seats are in Canada, but the 
concession stand and the cheap seats 
are in America. Despite the zealots 
of Homeland Security’s best efforts at 
afflicting residents of this cross-border 
community with ever more obstacles 
to daily life, I don’t recall seeing any 
Predator drones hovering over Non-
Fiction E–L. But, if there are, I’m sure 
they’re entirely capable of identifying 
which delinquent borrower is a Que-
becer and which a Vermonter before 
dispatching a Hellfire missile to vapor-
ize him in front of the Large Print 
Romance shelves.

I’m a long, long way from Rand 
Paul’s view of the world (I’m basically 
a 19th-century imperialist a hundred 

years past sell-by date), but I’m far from 
sanguine about America’s drone fever. 
For all its advantages to this adminis-
tration – no awkward prisoners to be 
housed at Gitmo, no military casualties 
for the evening news – the unheard, 
unseen, unmanned drone raining down 
death from the skies confirms for those 
on the receiving end al-Qaeda’s critique 
of its enemies: As they see it, we have 
the best technology and the worst will; 
we choose aerial assassination and its 
attendant collateral damage because 
we are risk-averse, and so remote, 
antiseptic, long-distance, computer-
programmed warfare is all that we 
can bear. Our technological strength 
betrays our psychological weakness.

And in a certain sense they’re right: 
Afghanistan is winding down, at best, 
to join the long list of America’s unwon 
wars, in which, 48 hours after depar-
ture, there will be no trace that we 

were ever there. The guys with drones 
are losing to the guys with fertilizer 
– because they mean it, and we don’t. 
The drone thus has come to symbolize 
the central defect of America’s “war on 
terror,” which is that it’s all means and 
no end: We’re fighting the symptoms 
rather than the cause.

For a war without strategic purpose, 
a drone’ll do. Anwar al-Awlaki, an 
American citizen born in New Mexico, 
was whacked by a Predator not on 
a battlefield but after an apparently 
convivial lunch at a favourite Yemeni 
restaurant. Two weeks later, al-Awlaki’s 
son Abdulrahman was dining on the 
terrace of another local eatery when 
the CIA served him the old Hellfire 
Special and he wound up splattered 
all over the patio. Abdulrahman was 
16, and born in Denver. As I under-
stand it, the Supreme Court has ruled 
that American minors, convicted of 
the most heinous crimes, cannot be 
executed. But you can gaily atomize 
them halfway round the planet. My 
brief experience of Yemeni restaurants 
was not a happy one but, granted that, 
I couldn’t honestly say they met any 
recognized definition of a “battlefield.”

Al-Awlaki Junior seems to have 
been your average anti-American teen. 
Al-Awlaki Senior was an al-Qaeda 
ideologue, and a supposed “spiritual 
mentor” to everyone from the 9/11 

Mark Steyn

Echoes of Richard Prosser
I shall leave it to others to argue the legal and constitutional questions surrounding 
drones, but they are not without practical application. For the last couple of years, 
Janet Napolitano, the secretary of homeland security, has had Predator drones 
patrolling the U.S. border. No, silly, not the southern border. The northern one.

We choose aerial assassination and its 
attendant collateral damage because we are 
risk-averse, and so remote, antiseptic, long-

distance, computer-programmed warfare 
is all that we can bear. Our technological 

strength betrays our psychological weakness
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murderers to the Fort Hood killer 
and the thwarted Pantybomber. On 
the other hand, after September 11, he 
was invited to lunch at the Pentagon, 
became the first imam to conduct a 
prayer service at the U.S. Congress, 
and was hailed by NPR as an exem-
plar of an American “Muslim leader 
who could help build bridges between 
Islam and the West.” The precise point 
at which he changed from American 
bridge-builder to Yemeni-restaurant 
take-out is hard to determine. His 
public utterances when he was being 
feted by the New York Times are far 
more benign than those of, say, Samira 
Ibrahim, who was scheduled to receive 
a “Woman of Courage” award from 
Michelle Obama and John Kerry 
on Friday until an unfortunate flap 
erupted over some ill-phrased Tweets 
from the courageous lass rejoicing 
on the anniversary of 9/11 that she 
loved to see “America burning.” The 
same bureaucracy that booked Samira 
Ibrahim for an audience with the first 
lady and Anwar al-Awlaki to host 
prayers at the Capitol now assures you 
that it’s entirely capable of determin-
ing who needs to be zapped by a drone 
between the sea bass and the tiramisu 
at Ahmed’s Bar and Grill. But it’s 
precisely because the government is 
too craven to stray beyond technologi-
cal warfare and take on its enemies 
ideologically that it winds up booking 
the first lady to hand out awards to a 
Jew-loathing, Hitler-quoting, terrorist-
supporting America-hater.

Insofar as it relieves Washington of 
the need to think strategically about 
the nature of the enemy, the drone is 
part of the problem. But its technology 
is too convenient a gift for govern-
ment to forswear at home. America 
takes an ever more expansive view of 
police power, and, while the notion 
of unmanned drones patrolling the 
heartland may seem absurd, lots of 
things that seemed absurd a mere 15 
years ago are now a routine feature 
of life. Not so long ago, it would have 
seemed not just absurd but repugnant 
and un-American to suggest that the 
state ought to have the power to fondle 
the crotch of a seven-year-old boy 
without probable cause before permit-
ting him to board an airplane. Yet it 

happened, and became 
accepted, and is unlikely 
ever to be reversed.

Americans now accept 
the right of minor 
bureaucrats to collect all 
kinds of information for 
vast computerized federal 
databases, from answers 
on gun ownership for 
centralized “medical 
records” to answers 
on “dwelling arrange-
ments” for nationalized 
“education records.” 
With paperwork comes 
regulation, and with regulation comes 
enforcement. We have advanced from 
the paramilitarization of the police to 
the paramilitarization of the Bureau 
of Form-Filling. Two years ago in this 
space, I noted that the U.S. secretary 
of education, who doesn’t employ a 
single teacher, is the only education 
minister in the developed world with 
his own SWAT team: He used it to 
send 15 officers to kick down a door in 
Stockton, Calif., drag Kenneth Wright 
out onto the front lawn, and put him in 
handcuffs for six hours. Erroneously, 
as it turned out. But it was in connec-
tion with his estranged wife’s suspected 
fraudulent student-loan application, 
so you can’t be too careful. That the 
education bureaucracy of the Brokest 
Nation in History has its own Seal 
Team Six is ridiculous and offensive. 
Yet the citizenry don’t find it so: They 
accept it.

The federal government operates a 
Railroad Retirement Board to adminis-
ter benefits to elderly Pullman porters: 
For some reason, the RRB likewise has 
its own armed agents ready to rappel 
down the walls of the Sunset Caboose 
retirement home. I see my old friend 
David Frum thinks concerns over 
drones are “far-fetched.” If it’s not “far-
fetched” for the education secretary to 
have his own SWAT team, why would 
it be “far-fetched” for the education 
secretary to have his own drone fleet?

Do you remember the way it was 
before the war on terror? Back in the 
Nineties, everyone was worried about 
militias and survivalists, who lived 
in what were invariably described 
as “compounds,” and not in the 

Kennedys-at-Hyannisport sense. And 
every so often one of these compound-
dwellers would find himself besieged 
by a great tide of federal alphabet soup, 
agents from the DEA, ATF, FBI, and 
maybe even RRB. There was a guy 
called Randy Weaver who lost his wife, 
son, and dog to the guns of federal 
agents, was charged and acquitted in 
the murder of a deputy marshal, and 
wound up getting a multi-million-
dollar settlement from the Department 
of Justice. Before he zipped his lips on 
grounds of self-incrimination, the man 
who wounded Weaver and killed his 
wife, an FBI agent called Lon Horiuchi, 
testified that he opened fire because he 
thought the Weavers were about to fire 
on a surveillance helicopter. When you 
consider the resources brought to bear 
against a nobody like Randy Weaver 
for no rational purpose, is it really so 
“far-fetched” to foresee the Depart-
ment of Justice deploying drones to the 
Ruby Ridges and Wacos of the 2020s?

I mention in my book that govern-
ment is increasingly comfortable with a 
view of society as a giant “Panopticon” 
– the radial prison devised by Jeremy 
Bentham in 1785, in which the authori-
ties can see everyone and everything. 
In the Droneworld we have built for the 
war on terror, we can’t see the forest 
because we’re busy tracking every spin-
dly sapling. When the same philosophy 
is applied on the home front, it will not 
be pretty.

Mark Steyn, a National Review 

columnist, is the author of After 

America: Get Ready for Armageddon. 

© 2013 Mark Steyn

http://www.steynonline.com/
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Daft urban planning

Phil Hayward

He tells us to consider Hong Kong 
and London as “international best 
practice”.

Possibly the two most unaffordable 
cities in the whole first world, in spite 
of massively high density “housing”, 
scandalous overcrowding among 
low income earners, and a crisis of 
homelessness!

Of course global finance sector wide 
boys who hang out in these cities, 
can handle the house prices. Does Mr 
Brown not realise that we are not play-
ing a game of “Second Life” here – we 
cannot all be global finance sector wide 
boys or film stars or oil magnates. Most 
cities will have to cater for the ordinary 
people and the grubby down to earth 
sectors that employ them – all of which 
Mr Brown obviously despises with a 
passion that only the most sneering 
elitists possess.

There is not the slightest chance that 
urban growth containment will turn 
cities that did not have London’s initial 
advantages, into a city with any of Lon-

don’s redeeming features. This is about 
as reasonable as the cargo-cult primi-
tive tribesmen in Papua New Guinea 
thinking aeroplanes would land and 
bring them wealth if they simply 
cleared airstrips in the jungle.

Rather, we should look at all the cit-
ies in the UK that are not London, to 
see what urban growth containment 
does to most cities. Do we want NZ’s 
cities turned into Liverpool, Luton, 
Sunderland, Manchester and Newcas-
tle? Are we mad? When NZ has around 
30 times as much spare land per person 
in which to allow for urban growth?

He is completely wrong about Los 
Angeles, which happens to be the 
USA’s densest and most unaffordable 
city, thanks to Mr Brown’s favourite 
policies in action there.  

Truly affordable cities, of which 
there are around 190 out of 260 in the 
USA, as covered in the annual Demo-
graphia Reports, have housing about 
one third the price of Los Angeles, 
London or Auckland, in spite of much 

larger section sizes. Most of these cities 
have had relatively stable real prices 
for decades – but economic disaster 
cities like Detroit have houses being 
given away. Contrast Detroit with the 
many economic disaster cities in the 
UK; where urban growth containment 
policies maintain relentless housing 
unaffordability regardless how high 
unemployment has been and for how 
long. Inflated urban land prices and 
strangulatory planning processes 
are not just a reason that these cities 
cannot recover economically, it is a 
significant reason they declined in the 
first place.

The famous house price bubble in the 
USA occurred only in 50 cities out of 
260, with growth-containment policies 
or similar distortions being the com-
mon denominator. The fact that this 
did so much damage to their economy 
should make countries where every 
city is a growth-contained, bubble-
price city, be very worried indeed.

The most affordable cities also 
have the lowest urban density; that 
is, households there are buying the 
biggest  sections in the world at the 
lowest prices per section, let alone per 
square foot!  This is what an absence of 
growth containment policies does for 
the price of urban land. But this does 
not translate into longer commute-to-
work times, which actually have the 
opposite correlation to density to what 
is assumed, without a shred of basis in 

Those of us who are as yet unable to own our own home are sick to the back teeth with the 
utopianism of Len Brown and his ideological allies, and the fat-cat vested interests he is a 
useful idiot for.

The only “solution”, which the advocates of 
urban growth containment have never shown 

sufficient intelligence to understand, is 
nationalisation or compulsory acquisition of 

the land targeted for intensification



Apr/May 2013 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 11

fact, by many urban planners. London 
has commute-to-work times around 
double that of a typical low density 
and affordable US city, and most cities 
in Australia and NZ are more similar 
to London due to pursuing the same 
misguided policies.

The crucial factors are, employment 
being highly dispersed; traffic not 
being focused on a particular major 
destination; an adequate “grid” of 
roads for the highly dispersed travel 
patterns; and house prices everywhere 
being low enough that almost no-one 
is “priced out” from living near any 
particular job they might have. Ameri-
cans living in these cities would snort 
with derision at the fact that young 
people working in London are com-
muting from 160 kms away where they 
can actually just afford a house; and 
that young people are commuting to 
Auckland from Thames and Paparoa. 
And growth containment was meant to 
save on car travel!

Kommissar Brown’s disgraceful cen-
tral city dog box apartments are just as 
unaffordable as any housing anywhere 
in Auckland and there is not a chance 
that the young people commuting up 
to 160 kms from where they can afford 
anything, will move into this “hous-
ing” at these locations that Kommissar 
Brown thinks to be the ideal for them.

But of course there are the blessed, 
sacred trains to consider!  We need 
urban density to “make commuter rail 
more viable”, like it is in European cit-
ies that were built centuries before the 
car was invented.

If “the enlightenment” still meant 
anything these days, logic and reason 
would tell us that there are “ends” and 
there are “means”; and trains are just 
one of many “means” that became 
obsolete some decades ago, except 
in cities whose urban form has been 
preserved for centuries. It is impos-
sible to retrofit this urban form onto a 
modern city, because property prices 
will always rise where “demand” is 
forced, and once only a small percent-
age of people have managed to relocate, 
everyone else will be “priced out”.

The only “solution”, which the advo-
cates of urban growth containment 
have never shown sufficient intelligence 
to understand, is nationalisation or 

compulsory acquisition of the land tar-
geted for intensification. Of course this 
would result in bitter opposition from 
the owners of the centrally located 
land. The corollary to this is that the 
owners of centrally located land love 
Mr Brown’s preferred policies because 
of what it does to the value of their 
investments. It may be a terrible shock 
to Mr Brown and his fellow ideologues 
to realise why he is such a celebrity in 
the narrow and elitist circles in which 
he moves, and why he is the beneficiary 

of so much lavish free promotion. It 
is a great pity the voters in Auckland 
are such suckers; and indeed in other 
cities where the same deeply fraudu-
lent policies have been so successfully 
promoted.

I wish all power to the elbow of 
National Housing Minister Nick 
Smith. He is in the vanguard of the 
forces of light on this issue right now. 
Not before time for the current gov-
ernment which has had several years 
already in which to address the issue.
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Murder or insanity – a fine line
When a person is tried for murder in New Zealand, there are three possible verdicts. 
First, the person may be acquitted – no-one is ever “found innocent” – which simply 
means the Crown has not proved its case to beyond a reasonable doubt.

David Garrett

The accused is free to go. Second, the 
accused may be convicted, and will 
then receive a mandatory sentence of 
life imprisonment with a minimum 
non parole period which must be served 
before he or she can apply for parole. 
Third, the accused may be found “not 
guilty by reason of insanity”, which is 
where things start to get murky.

A person found guilty of murder is 
sent to a prison to begin his life sen-
tence. The person found not guilty by 
reason of insanity – let us call them the 
“criminally insane”, as they once were 
– is sent to a secure mental hospital 
for treatment. What happens to those 
two killers then differs greatly. The 
difference begins with terminology; 
the person serving the life sentence is a 
prisoner, while the killer in the secure 
mental hospital is a “special patient”.

The first thing victims need to try 
and understand is that the special 
patient, unlike the prisoner, is not serv-
ing a sentence at all. They are deemed 
not responsible for their actions, and 

are in hospital for treatment, and not as 
punishment. The prisoner is deprived 
of his liberty as punishment, but he is 
not in prison for punishment; the pun-
ishment is being locked up. From that 
point on, it just gets more complicated, 
and not only for victims.

Although the authorities admit it 
only grudgingly, there is nothing pre-
venting a special patient who has killed 
someone in the most brutal fashion 
from being released after a few months 
or even weeks, if a doctor decides they 
are no longer a danger to themselves or 
others. This is a very difficult thing for 
victims to grasp – that the brutal killer 
of their loved one may be walking 
around the streets six months later.

Hard as it may be for the victim to 
understand and accept, because of the 
advances in modern medicine, it is cer-
tainly the case that a psychotic killer 
may become “well” very quickly – 
provided he is on the right medication, 
and stays on it. And therein lies the 
first problem. Special patients released 

back into the community almost 
always need life long medication to 
stay well – and to keep both themselves 
and the community safe. That requires 
ongoing professional supervision 
outside hospital which is available in 
theory, but often not in practice.

That unfortunate reality explains 
why some persons released from 
psychiatric care go on to kill or offend 
violently again. Fortunately those cases 
are rare, but they happen. When they 
do, the medico-legal establishment 
immediately pulls up the drawbridge 
and closes the shutters; it becomes 
impossible to obtain any informa-
tion because of the holy shibboleths of 
“patient confidentiality” and “privacy”. 
But the picture gets murkier still.

Remember the “ordinary” murderer, 
the one sentenced to life imprisonment 
and sent to prison? He too can become 
a “special patient”, leave prison, and 
join his fellow killer at the secure 
hospital. This happens via sections 
of the Mental Health (Compulsory 
Assessment and Treatment) Act 1992, 
(the Act) a dog’s breakfast of a an Act 
that even senior lawyers don’t fully 
understand. Once a prisoner becomes a 
special patient, an already murky posi-
tion becomes positively opaque. 

The first and most fundamental 
question is “who is responsible for what 
happens to the former prisoner turned 
patient?” The corollary of that question 
is “who will bear the opprobrium of the 

In summary, special patients – however 
they may have become one – may be granted 

short term leave by the Director of Mental 
Health, presumably acting on the advice of 

the doctor responsible for the patient
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victim’s family and the wider commu-
nity if things go spectacularly wrong, 
and the person violently offends 
again?” These questions are not merely 
theoretical. There are at least four such 
former prisoners now being treated as 
special patients in secure mental units. 
At least they are in secure mental units 
when they are not “on leave” in the 
community – perhaps unescorted – for 
up to seven days. 

When it comes to leave from secure 
mental units, the picture becomes 
murkier still, and downright scary. It is 
murky because the Act is so confused 
and confusing that even experienced 
lawyers need to spend hours working 
out what is and is not lawful, and in 
what circumstances.

In summary, special patients – 
however they may have become one 
– may be granted short term leave by 
the Director of Mental Health, pre-
sumably acting on the advice of the 
doctor responsible for the patient. I say 
“presumably” because no-one will say 
just what the process is, and who actu-
ally authorizes it. If questions are asked 
about specific patients, the doctors 
immediately retreat behind a shield 
comprising patient privacy, doctor-
patient confidentiality, and a contemp-
tuous refusal to co-operate. 

One such special patient is Gareth 
Smither, found guilty of the brutal 
murder of Karen Jacobs in December 
1997. Although no insanity defence 
was offered, and he was found guilty 
of Karen’s murder, Smither has spent 
most of the past 16 years in vari-
ous psychiatric hospitals as a special 
patient, having become one by virtue 
of the Act. The victim’s parents are not 
permitted to know anything about his 
status, but through the dogged efforts 
of various journalists, we know he is 
spending time in the community on 
short term leave. 

The authorities refuse to say where 
that leave is taken, for how long, how 
often, and whether it is escorted or 
unescorted. Requests for answers to 
those questions posed on behalf of the 
victims parents have been met with 
games played under exceptions to the 
Official Information Act, and a refusal 
to provide information bordering on 
contempt.

In Smither’s case, as with several 
others, it is not only the victims who 
are uneasy about “short term leave”. 
For some years Smither has applied for 
parole to a mental hospital with the 
support of his doctors. If that hap-
pens, the Parole Board ceases to have 
any control over him, and he could 
be released the following week into 
supposed “community care”, under 
supervision that does not actually exist 
in the real world.

Fortunately for the community, the 
Parole Board is only too aware that 
if he was paroled, and Smither was 
to violently re-offend, it is the Parole 
Board and not some anonymous doctor 
who would be squirming in the media 
spotlight, trying to justify the release of 
a dangerous killer who has just killed or 
injured another hapless victim.

The whole system of management of 
the criminally insane is a shameful and 
dangerous mess. There are disquieting 
indications from some parole decisions 
that the present Parole Board may be 
persuaded to release one or more of the 
former prisoners who are now special 
patients into the control of the mental 
health authorities.

Given the rare but catastrophic fail-
ures such a transfer of responsibility can 
lead to, that is something that everyone 
should be very worried about. The offi-
cial government line is that no change 
is required to the present system. It may 
take another gruesome tragedy for that 
attitude of complacency to change. In 
the meantime, at the very least, vic-
tims’ families ought to know when and 
where their loved one’s killer is walking 
around among us.
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W
hen the Great White Fleet 
– the American battle-fleet 
– visited Australasia in 1908 
Australia went wild with 
celebration and rejoicing. 
Newspaper and other opin-

ion left no doubt (the word “white” was significant 
here), that this was a tangible reassurance for Aus-
tralia by a mighty ally against the “Yellow Peril” of 
Asian invasion.

Up till then, Australia had been garrisoned by 
British troops and ships, though since Federation 
Australia had worked hard to build up its own 
forces. 

When the first Australian Naval Squadron 
arrived in 1913 it was composed of British-designed 
and largely British-build ships. Careers in the Brit-
ish and Australian navies were interchangeable and 
the officers shared a common Navy List. During 
the Boer War, World War I and the first part of 
World War II Australasian forces were at Britain’s 
disposal, as were New Zealand forces throughout 
all these wars.

The story of American servicemen arriving in 
Australia early in 1942, to be greeted with enor-
mous relief and rejoicing, is well-known. It is less 
well-known that at the time of what was seen as the 
greatest danger of Japanese invasion, Britain sent 
the great 15-inch-gunned battleship, HMS War-
spite, one of the largest and best-worked-up ships 
in the Royal Navy, to Australian waters in secret. 
After the Japanese air-raids on Darwin British 
Spitfires were sent there, and later British and US 
submarines operated out of Fremantle. Britain at 
the end of World War II had a huge if badly worn-
out navy of battleships, aircraft-carriers, cruisers, 
and hundreds of frigates and destroyers. With 
the gradual assumption of American global naval 
leadership, The Anglosphere without question 
controlled the waters of the world.

Australia offered Britain its uranium to build 
atomic bombs, co-operated with Britain and the 
US to design and build the Canberra bomber as 
a possible carrier for nuclear weapons, and made 
facilities available for testing nuclear bombs, and 
well as giving Britain use of the Woomera Rocket 
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NOT ONE, BUT VIRTUALLY ALL THE 
WESTERN COUNTRIES, HAVE LET 
THEIR DEFENCES GO TO RUIN
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Today, for the first time since the 1930s, all four 
countries are simultaneously cutting their defence 

forces radically, and arguably below the point of 
viability. This is not because the world is a safer 

place than it was a few years ago. On the contrary, it 
is full of conflicts and something like a state of war 

with fundamentalist Islam

Range. The Atlee Labour Government 
co-operated with the Chifley Labor 
Government in setting up the Austra-
lian Security Intelligence Organisation, 
and ANZAC forces fought beside either 
British and/or American forces in 
Korea, Malaya, Indonesian Confronta-
tion and a number of minor conflicts. 
The British military commitment to 
defend Malaysia can be seen as a part 
of a wider anti-Communist war whose 
northern part was Vietnam.

The point of this is that a knowl-
edge of co-operation with, and 
protection by, “great and power-

ful friends” as Prime Minister Robert 
Menzies put it, sank deep into the con-
sciousness of the whole Australasian 
population.

Today, for the first time since the 
1930s, all four countries are simulta-
neously cutting their defence forces 
radically, and arguably below the point 
of viability. This is not because the 
world is a safer place than it was a few 
years ago. On the contrary, it is full of 
conflicts and something like a state of 
war with fundamentalist Islam. 

The lunatic dictatorship of North 
Korea has nuclear weapons and long-
range rockets and Iran appears on 
the verge of acquiring them. It is not 
necessary to go through a roll-call of 
all the other possible threats to peace. 
The armed forces of all the Anglo-
sphere countries are in a state of crisis 
and it is difficult to know if they could 
even give one another help in s defence 
emergency. The paltry armed forces of 
New Zealand – the country spends a 
useless 1% of GDP on defence – can be 
simply written off. It has been content 

to “free ride” on Australia as Australia 
has been content to free ride on the 
US. There is a “joke” that it would be 
unable today to put down a well-organ-
ised Maori uprising. As far as Aus-
tralasian defence strength goes, New 
Zealand can be regarded as little more 
than a mere liability. Its willingness to 
leave not only its own defence, but that 
of a vast area of the South Pacific, to 
Australia, indicates an appalling lack 
of ordinary self-respect.

No European members of NATO 
are spending anything like its agreed 
2% of GDP on defence. Britain, in the 
face of increasing Argentine bellicos-
ity, has just one ship, (possibly) one 
submarine, four aircraft which cannot 
be reinforced and about 1,000 soldiers 
defending the Falklands. The British 
Army is being shrunk from 100,000 
men to 82,000. The Royal Navy has just 
19 frigates and destroyers. It is building 
two conventionally-powered aircraft-
carriers, but they will not be ready for 
years and have no aircraft in any case. 
The Harrier jets, which could at a pinch 
operate from make-shift flight-decks, 
have been sold. This only begins the list 
of deficiencies.

It gets worse. Remember that figure 
of 2% of GDP which was the minimum 
NATO countries agreed to spend 
on defence? According to the Royal 
United Services Institute, Canada 
spends 1.5%, Germany 1.4%. Italy 1.4%, 
the Netherlands 1.5%, Poland, 1.7%, 
Romania, 1.4%, Spain, 1.2% and Turkey 
1.8% (although which side Turkey is 
now on is problematical). All have been 
free-riding on the US. Total defence 
spending in Asia this year is projected 
to overtake that of Europe for the first 

time since the industrial revolution. 
In fact Asian spending will be greater 
than in apparent because its armed 
forces often grow their own food and 
are also self-financing in other ways.

None made provision for anything 
like the far-left Obama Government 
which has also slashed defence spend-
ing and, further, as in Britain and 
Australia, has not done it in a careful, 
nuanced, even surgical, manner but 
with reckless axe-blows.

This is at a time when all face signifi-
cant tensions and uncertainties in their 
areas of interest, with, according to one 
estimate, no less than 50 shooting wars 
world-wide, and when the US, Britain 
and Australia are fighting a difficult 
though hardly a major war in Afghani-
stan, which their policy-makers for 
some reason evidently believe to be 
important.

The British Cameron Government 
began with cuts of 7.5% over 4 years 
from 2010, leaving the percentage of 
defence spending at 2.2% by 2014 – 
not counting cuts resulting from the 
projected withdrawal from Afghani-
stan, or inflation, leaving real defence 
spending at less than 2% of GDP. What 
is more, cuts to the Army will be prin-
cipally at the “hard” end – the infantry, 
artillery and armoured units, not to 
the Whitehall bureaucracy. This will be 
taken as an admission by Britain that 
it is abdicating influence in the world. 
With nothing left but a home defence 
force and a bathtub navy, its power 
even to bring law-and-order to Third 
World trouble-spots, or to protect 
Britons abroad and other refugees from 
riots and massacres, will be gone.

I have written previously on the 
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parlous state of Britain’s defence. Now 
things appear to be getting inexorably 
worse.

Eleven years of Labour Government, 
followed by a milk-and-water Con-
servative Prime Minister in coalition 
with the far-Left Liberal Democrats, 
have left Britain broke, both finan-
cially and, it appears, in spirit. The 
new Government has promised 25% 
to 40% spending cuts in all govern-
ment departments, and it is necessary 
and inevitable that cuts of this mag-
nitude should be made. However the 
significant thing here is that huge new 
cuts are being are applied to defence, 
already cut again and again over the 
last few years to pay for Labour’s cli-
ent groups, with results that could be 
catastrophic. Things are already close 
to tipping point. There are nine million 
unproductive people on State benefits 
out of a population of just over 60 
million. The fighting services are to 
lose 17,000 fighting men, though the 
Ministry of Defence has spent money 
in six figures on new works of modern 

art for its office walls. We are looking 
at a legacy that is in fact not far short of 
treason.

Despite this, the National Health 
Service and for some unknown reason 
the Foreign Aid budget are reported 
to be ring-fenced against further cuts. 
Defence spending is already the small-
est it has been since 1930 and is to be 
shrunk to a degree unprecedented in 
modern history.

That is the beginning of the bad 
news. It gets worse. Neither US 
President Obama nor the leftist British 
Liberal Democrats, have shown inter-
est in Britain maintaining the “spe-
cial relationship” with the US, which 
despite occasional spats has been of 
inestimable value to Britain’s – and 
Western civilization’s – defence and 
security. 

Meanwhile, the war in Afghanistan 
continues to consume British defence 
resources. Many of the 300-plus deaths 
of British servicemen there and in Iraq 
have been found to be due to inad-
equate equipment. Protests by senior 

defence figures at poor equipment have 
been apparently unavailing – or when 
action has been taken it has been too 
late to save many lives.

The Australian government has 
stripped defence spending to the 
lowest proportion of GDP since 

1938. The much-heralded plan to obtain 
a new class of 12 submarines looks like 
a fantasy – few major counties, and 
not Britain or America – now build 
conventional submarines, anyway.

Australia’s defence budget this fiscal 
year is set to be 1.56 per cent of GDP, 
down from 1.8 per cent last year. US 
defence spending is 3.5 per cent of GDP, 
a huge drop from 4.7 per cent in 2011.In 
all three countries the defence budgets 
are the lowest since before World War 
II, and in all three countries senior 
officers have been crying out unavail-
ing warnings that defence spending is 
falling below viability. 

Investment in Australia’s defence is 
to be slashed by a further 5.5 billion 
dollars over the next four years. This is 
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on top of a cut in the size of the Aus-
tralian Defence Forces of 28% in 1991. 
Defence as a portion of the Federal 
budget is lower than it has been since 
the Korean War. Of 180 defence proj-
ects listed in the 2009 Defence Capa-
bility Plan, 39 have been cancelled by 
the Gillard Government, including, for 
example, the Army’s acquisition of self-
propelled artillery, and new transport 
aircraft, and with a further 19 delayed 
including new fighters and submarines. 
The Army Reserve, already seriously 
undermanned, has had its training cut 
to 20 days a year, useless in complex 
modern conditions. Writing in the 
March, 2013, issue of Quadrant, Major 
General (Retd.) Jim Molan, AO DSC, 
a soldier of 40 years’s experience, has 
called the decline in the Australian 
Defence Force ”terminal.”

General Molan states: “Defence 
policy-making by the Rudd and Gil-
lard Labor Governments should truly 
dismay all Australians, and its con-
sequences for the Australian Defence 
Forces are terrifying.”

FLASHBACK: INVESTIGATE, MAY 2009

It may not be a coincidence that Anglosphere nations are rapidly reducing 
their defence capacity, at the same time as increasing their funding of United 
Nations programmes.

In May 2009, Investigate reported on a briefing paper by the high level 
Socialist International organisation, written for the UN. The document can 
be found on the UN website. Socialist International was formed by members 
of the world’s communist and socialist political parties, and includes mem-
bers from the UK Labour, Australian Labor, NZ Labour and US Democratic 
parties as part of that mix. UN Development Programme boss Helen Clark 
was a senior member of Socialist International.

The socialist organisation has an endgoal of the UN becoming the supreme 
global government, with effective control of the world economy, climate 
laws, military action and law and order.

From our report in 2009:

Socialist International’s briefing paper alludes to the problems of existing 
standing armies and military capabilities of nation states, but as part of 

the reform process it anticipates the UN ordering the transfer of military 
capability from nation states to the UN, via “peacekeeping” allocations, an 
idea first mooted in a UN global governance paper in 1994:

“The international community must provide increased funds for peacekeep-
ing, using some of the resources released by reductions of defence expenditures. 
The cost of peacekeeping should be integrated into a single annual budget and 



Apr/May 2013 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 19

“The process is broken, the strategic 
thinking is confused, the denial of the 
world and regional situation is danger-
ous, the management of our allies and 
others has been confusing, the leader-
ship team is dislocated, and delivery of 
anything except the most simple capa-
bility or those [items] purchased from 
the USA is bumbling, the constant 
policy disruption is grossly wasteful, 
and the explanations to the Australian 
people about ADF capability and risk 
are duplicitous.” Some commenta-
tors, he said, estimated that $24 billion 
has been removed from defence since 
Labor took office. He also stated:

“Prime Minister Gillard seems to be 
reassuring the Australian public that 
regardless of what her government 
might be doing to the ADF, the USA 
is always there to backstop Australia’s 
defences. This is a desperate strategy of 
hope stemming from failed, short-term 
policies and portrays Australia as the 
worst kind of ally.”

If only things were that good!
 The Pentagon is facing a spending 

reduction of nearly $500 billion over 
a decade. An additional $110 billion 
in automatic spending cuts to mili-

tary and domestic programs will take 
effect with the so-called sequesration 
programme.

According to one commentator: “The 
USAF’s ICBM fleet will be completely 
eliminated, its bomber fleet will be cut 
by 2/3, the Navy’s SSBN fleet will be cut 
by 4 boats, from 14 to just 10, and plans 
for replacement weapon programs will 
be cancelled, leading to a total elimina-
tion of all three legs of the nuclear triad 
over time through nonreplacement. 
The USAF’s fighter fleet will be cut by 
35%, the Navy’s ship fleet will shrink 
to its smallest size since 1915, the Army 
will shrink to its smallest size since 
the late 1940s, and the Marines will be 
cut from 186,000 men to just 145,000 
troops, far short of what the USMC’s 
leaders say they need to protect Amer-
ica. Weapon programs will be closed 
across the board.”

There is a reverse snowball of mutual 
weakness here: because the US is 
cutting back on F-35 aircraft, the unit 
costs will increase, and Australia will 
be unable to buy the projected number 
of 100 aircraft.

The latest round of cuts are pro-
jected to take the armed forces past 

the point of non-viability as far as 
Britain’s independent defence goes. For 
some time already the Royal Navy has 
been smaller than the French Navy, 
despite the fact that Britain is an island 
and France is not. Although two new 
aircraft-carriers will probably be built, 
without planes, there will be a gap of 
several years when Britain will not 
have a single capital ship.

Although of course one is not 
comparing like with like, the 
equivalent cost of an item like a 

capital ship remains roughly constant 
over time. During the Napoleonic 
Wars Britain could afford a navy of 
up to 120 capital ships and 200 frig-
ates (cruisers). It had 22 capital ships 
with more building in 1939 and a large 
though in the event still inadequate 
force of cruisers. Now it has none of 
either.

The Armed Forces’ Minister of State, 
Liberal Democrat Nick Harvey, a for-
mer public relations marketing director 
and student unionist, who previously 
voted against Britain retaining the Tri-
dent nuclear deterrent, has announced 
that Britain’s armed forces will become 
“smaller, lighter and more dependent 
on allies.” It is not hard to guess what 
this means. And what allies?

Speaking at the Royal United Ser-
vices Institute, the military think-tank 
founded by the Duke of Wellington, 
he has said Cold War models of large 
standing armies are no longer relevant 
(the war in Afghanistan and Iraq, like 
the massive Russian re-armament now 
taking place, having possibly escaped 
his notice), and that the British mili-
tary has to become better merged with 
“other levels of national power and 
influence, at home and abroad.” 

If a meaning can be dissected out of 
this gobbledegook it reminds one of 
the scene in the film Aliens where, the 
marines having been disarmed before 
facing an unknown enemy, the veteran 
grunt asks sarcastically: “What are we 
supposed to use? Harsh language?” 

Mr Harvey continued, on the words 
of the dripping-wet college Master 
in Porterhouse Blue: “Let me be quite 
clear: change is coming …“ He contin-
ued: “the armed forces will need to be 
less focused on scale when contributing 

financed by assessments on all UN member countries–with an increase of 
the peacekeeping reserve fund to facilitate rapid deployment.”

Essentially, as nations reduce their militaries the extra money is provided 
to the UN to enable it to maintain a rapid deployment force of soldiers. Over 
time, the UN military capability and readiness could allow it to intervene 
almost instantly anywhere in the world.

Under the blueprint already being used at the United Nations, it will 
become illegal under international law for countries to have large armed 
forces unless those forces ultimately report to the United Nations as 
Commander-in-Chief:

“The primary goals of global security policy should be to prevent conflict 
and war and to maintain the integrity of the environment and life- support 
systems of the planet by eliminating the economic, social, environmental, 
political, and military conditions that generate threats to the security of 
people and the planet, and by anticipating and managing crises before 
they escalate into armed conflicts;

“Military force is not a legitimate political instrument, except in self- 
defence or under UN auspices; The development of military capabilities 
beyond that required for national defence and support of UN action is a 
potential threat to the security of people; Weapons of mass destruction are 
not legitimate instruments of national defence; The production and trade 
in arms should be controlled by the international community.”

For “international community”, read “United Nations”.
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to multinational operations, with the 
emphasis moving to quality.” Wasn’t 
there always meant to be an emphasis 
on quality? This has been a mantra 
invoked by every politician cutting 
defence for the last 60 years. In fact it 
is an elementary point of military sci-
ence that there are times when mass is 
crucial. In any event, the final purpose 
of defence forces in not to take part in 
multinational operations but to ensure 
national survival.

At the time of the Falklands 
campaign Britain could just put 
together an adequate task-force, 

with a lot of American and some Chil-
ean help (for which General Pinochet 
got no thanks from the Blair govern-
ment), to take on a barely second-rate 
military power. Even as it was it took 
many unnecessary casualties. The 
destroyer Sheffield, for example, was lost 
to a single Exocet missile, and burned 
British servicemen spent the rest of 
their lives looking like half-melted dolls 
because of skimped equipment and 
lack of redundancy in fire-fighting and 
damage-control systems.

The defence assets which Britain had 
then are now virtually all gone or to go, 
including the Harrier fighters which 
covered the landing force and the Vul-
can bombers which were used to crater 
the Falklands runways and deny them 
to enemy aircraft. It is forecast that to 
pay for the future aircraftless carriers, 
the rest of the Navy will be reduced 
further. This means, as a subsidiary 
effect, that large areas of ocean will be 
given back to drug-runners and the 
pirates who were meant to have been 
cleared up a couple of hundred years 
ago. At least it may make some adven-
ture cruises more truly adventurous.

Obviously, for a country like New 
Zealand, this may not be irrelevant. 
New Zealand, like Australia, grew up 
protected by the British Navy and that 
protection always existed deep in the 
national psyche. Now that protection 
no longer exists – Britain’s Navy will 
not even be able to protect its own 
shores if the planned cuts go through. 

Mr Harvey gave no details about 
the alleged forthcoming “co-operation 
with allies” but it has been suggested 
the British Government has France 

in mind – France which supplied the 
Argentineans with the Exocets that 
sank British ships and killed and muti-
lated hundreds of British seamen at the 
Falklands last time. 

It is not impossible to imagine a few 
more slices off the salami bringing 
Britain to the point where it is decided it 
is not worth maintaining armed forces 

at all, or reducing them to a merely cer-
emonial display for the benefit of (hope-
fully unarmed) tourists to London. 
Indeed such a proposal has been put 
forward in at least one major newspaper.

At the moment things are bad enough 
without that. Should Argentina decide 
to have another try at grabbing the 
Falklands and the rich sea-bed mineral 
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resources now reported in the vicinity, 
it is impossible to imagine how Britain 
could do anything about it – that is, how 
Britain could defend its own territory. 

The commentators wailing hysteri-
cally about Britain’s “humiliation” at 
the hands of Germany in the World 
Cup might then have a chance to find 
out what the word really means. Should 

such a thing happen, there is not a 
chance in the world that France or 
some other putative ally would support 
Britain with an aircraft-carrier (indeed 
it is not impossible to imagine some 
of the French greatly relishing the 
defeat of Les Anglais – not like 1940), 
and it seems equally unlikely that the 
Anglophobic Obama Presidency would 

do more. Spain might see it as a good 
opportunity to grab Gibraltar. Even if 
this is only a fancy, who dares predict 
what the future might really bring?

And who, in any case, would spend 
lives and treasure defending another 
country so appallingly lacking in self-
respect as to be unwilling to defend 
itself? 

 

Should Argentina decide to have another try at 
grabbing the Falklands and the rich sea-bed mineral 
resources now reported in the vicinity, it is impossible 
to imagine how Britain could do anything about it – 
that is, how Britain could defend its own territory
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F
or Gramsci’s agenda 
of the promotion of 
Marxism and its neo-
Marxist offspring to 
succeed, the biggest 
challenge has been 

to weaken Christianity’s hold on 
our culture – a task made easier 
by the growing politicization of 
the churches, abandoning their central message of the importance of the relationship 
between an individual and his/her creator, to instead posture on politicised areas well 
outside their sphere of authority, capability – or even good judgment – as we’ve seen 
with the infamous Waihopai incident. However, it was, oddly enough, the God-is-dead 
Nietzsche, who reminds us that the life of the West and its values are based on Chris-
tianity…that the notion that we can get rid of it – while still keeping its values – is an 
illusion. In a memorable line, as Dinesh D’Souza reminds us, Nietzsche termed our 
Western values, “shadows of gods”. His inescapable conclusion? “Remove the Christian 
foundation and the values must go too.”

New Zealand is not just at the crossroads. It is arguably almost past the point of no 
return. Chinese companies, all inevitably controlled by the CCP, the Chinese Com-
munist Party, are now being allowed to colonise New Zealand. This is not only in a 
commercial sense, by undermining and essentially destroying so many New Zealand 
businesses and industries to date – in that hopeless export/import imbalance between 

One of the world’s most stable democracies, 
Switzerland, works on the basis of a public veto. If 
citizens disagree with a new law passed by Parliament, 
they can organise a petition within three months and 
force a binding referendum on the issue. It is, argues 
AMY BROOKE in her new book, a genuine case of 
‘power to the people’. In this extract from The 100 Days, 
Brooke examines the disintegration of democracy in 
New Zealand

Parliament 
HONEST
100 Days to veto new laws

Keeping
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However, when the country periodically and ritually 
throws out the government of the Left, having racheted 

up the number of its edicts and impositions since 
its previous tenure, the government of the Right, in 

previous years and during its present tenure, has done 
little to undo its predecessor’s disastrous decisions

a very small country and a giant one 
employing virtual slave labour – in the 
name of a basically naive free trade 
ideology that neglects the very real and 
important principles of fair trade. In 
addition, China is now permitted to 
buy New Zealand land, with the selling 
of the 16 Crafar farms. 

The quite shocking thing about 
the sale is that while potential 
New Zealand buyers were told 

that the farms could not be bought 
individually, but must be bought 
together, they were advertised in Asia 
and China as being for sale individu-
ally. Something was and is very wrong 
here. Chinese business interests will 
now own this New Zealand land and 
New Zealand assets with potential, 
ultimately to destroy, their future com-
petitor, Fonterra. 

Moreover, it is a simple fact that 
there is no Chinese business of any 
size that is not a front for the Chinese 
Communist Party, i.e. for a cruel 
and oppressive regime that we are 
now allowing to gain a foothold in 
this country. As the Australian News 
Weekly notes, “The Stern Hu trial has 
implications for Australia and shows 
how brutally Beijing treats those whose 
actions conflict with the Chinese 
Communist Party’s global ambitions. 
In particular, it highlights the danger 
of allowing Chinese corporations, 
which are financial entities controlled 
by the Chinese Communist Party, to 
gain control of strategic industries as 
they are threatening to do through 
takeovers of major corporations in 
Australia.” 

Incredibly enough, the New Zealand 
Overseas Investment Office (formerly 
Commission) is only permitted, when 
supposedly investigating the sale of 

imported New Zealand land to foreign 
interests, to consider any of the advan-
tages of such a move. Scandalously and 
almost incredibly, it has no mandate to 
consider any of the very real disadvan-
tages to New Zealanders.

China is already now colonising us 
commercially as it moves determinedly 
into the Pacific. A well-informed 
Chinese professor, a former protester 
at Tiananmen Square, when asked 
which culture presented the greater 
threat to New Zealand, militant Islam 
or China itself, had no doubt of the 
answer. Islam’s attack on the West 
through terrorist activity, although 
real and threatening, cannot match the 
well organised, wealthy and cohe-
sive strength of militant Communist 
China, with its duplicity and its hunger 
for land and resources.

The threat to New Zealand has also 
come from within. The long tenure 
of the Left has ushered in policies 
destructive to the economy, as we saw 
in Prime Minister Helen Clark and 
Finance Minister Michael Cullen’s 
disastrous overseeing of the country, 
now plunged into massive indebted-
ness through what became virtually 
the buying of votes of as many as 
possible sectors of the electorate. The 
Labour Party’s deliberate establishing 
of a culture of welfare dependency to 
remain in power not only had disas-
trous economic consequences. It has 
also has influenced the very charac-
ter of New Zealanders, once seen as 
proudly independent and determinedly 
self-sufficient. This, allied to the 
promotion of socio-political changes 
– the espousing of radicalised “rights” 
such as gay “marriage”; gay adoption; 
extreme and subversive environmen-
talism – more red than green – and a 
whole bundle of extreme isms such as 

feminism, racism, sexism, separatism, 
and anti-Semitism has very much con-
tributed to our social disintegration.

However, when the country periodi-
cally and ritually throws out the gov-
ernment of the Left, having racheted 
up the number of its edicts and imposi-
tions since its previous tenure, the gov-
ernment of the Right, in previous years 
and during its present tenure, has done 
little to undo its predecessor’s disas-
trous decisions. In fact, in areas such as 
the promotion of racism by separatist 
funding, lavish tribal settlements and 
resettlements to the tune of hundreds 
of millions – and now accumulatively 
billions of dollars (and in Prime Min-
ister John Key’s foolish capitulation 
to the radical Maori Party’s demands 
to fly its sovereignty flag alongside the 
New Zealand flag itself) the situation 
has worsened.

Accumulatively, the two worst things 
that can happen to a country coming 
under internal attack are first, when 
its people lose hope. As GK Chesterton 
reminds us, “A tired democracy turns 
into a dictatorship”. Equally as destruc-
tive is the insidiousness of an attack 
upon its most important and cohesive 
unit, that of the family. With the weak-
ening of the family structure comes 
the weakening of society itself – as we 
have seen with the abuse of alcohol and 
drug taking, reaching near epidemic 
proportions, together with our high 
rate of teenage pregnancy and dismay-
ing abortion statistics.

The attack on the family particularly 
with regard to the infamous anti-
smacking legislation determinedly 
pushed by the reportedly Marxist Sue 
Bradford from the minority Green 
Party, backed by the former social-
ist Prime Minister Helen Clark, has 
become a watershed for what is meant 
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to be our democracy. Inexplicably, our 
apparently lightweight Prime Minis-
ter John Key ignored the concerns of 
the country about the intrusion into 
the rights and responsibilities of good 
parents by backing the essentially 
fascist anti-smacking legislation – 
even though he was well aware that, 
in repeated polls, approximately 85% 
of the country opposed it. Moreover, 
with wide-spread recognition that the 
legislation would do little to address 
the problem of the horrific child abuse 
existing particularly, though not exclu-
sively, in the Maori sector of the popu-
lation, the government simply lied. 

In a virtual attack on middle New 
Zealand, at a time when the growing 
number of ill-behaved, undisciplined 
children reaching their teenage years, 
and now even well beforehand, is 
beginning to be an affliction on this 
country, Key’s Jesuitical claim was 
that the law is working as Parliament 
intended – that the government does 
not want to see parents criminalised 
for a light smack. However, as pre-
dicted, his promoted legislation has 
done nothing to reduce the incidence 
of abuse, and Auckland law lecturer 
Richard Ekins, who specialises in 
the study of legislative authority and 
statutory interpretation, says what we 
all knew – that Prime Minister Key’s 
claim simply isn’t true. In Ekin’s words 
“Parliament intended precisely to 
criminalise parents for light smack-
ing.” So, arguably, “any police policy 
not to prosecute light smacking is 
unlawful” – in spite of an extraordi-
narily high-handed personal recom-
mendation to the police from the 
Prime Minister.

What has happened to our society, 
with many good parents now thor-
oughly demoralised, fearful of the 
watching eye of the politically cor-
rect; the neighbour over the fence; the 
narrowed eyes in the supermarket; the 
PC teacher quizzing children in the 
classroom, encouraging them to report 
on their parents? The parallel with the 
1930s and Nazi Germany is a chilling 
one. So, too, is the fact that girls even 
as young as 12 are being referred for 
abortions without their parents’ knowl-
edge. Can anyone seriously think that 
this is morally right?

The most ominous consequence 
of all, as far as democratic outcomes 
are concerned, is that although some 
National Party members were against 
the anti-smacking legislation, did not 
agree with the Coastal and Marine 
Area legislation and were equally 
sceptical about the man-made global 
warming rort which has led to our 
disastrous Emissions Trading Scheme 
policy, they were told that no dissent-
ing vote was allowed in either instance. 
Apparently, what John Key wants, John 
Key gets. Our autocratic leader of the 
left, Helen Clark, has been replaced by 
an autocratic leader from the Right – 
both moving from the philosophy of 
freedom for the individual towards 
State control – not even by an oligarchy 
but by a leader known to be a highly 
ambitious individual who apparently 
has an agenda of his own.

We have always known that 
we have a very approximate 
form of democracy in this 

country where citizens now have few 
democratic rights with regard to any 
input on the decisions passed down to 
us by Wellington . Basically New Zea-
landers’ input is now reduced to that of 
throwing out a government which has 
let down the country’s hopes of it being 
better than its predecessor.

Our justification for calling ourselves 
a democracy has been qualified as a 
representative one – where our elected 
members of Parliament represent their 
constituencies to ensure the will of the 

majority is carried out. What the anti-
smacking legislation and our ETS leg-
islation has shown is that our elected 
members no longer represent us. Not 
one member from the majority 
National or minority Labour parties 
represented his or her electorate in 
rejecting the anti-smacking legislation. 
Every National Party member folded 
up at John Key’s edict – the same with 
Labour. Moreover, the Prime Minister’s 
hijacking of the National Party’s list 
candidates at the election by personally 
selecting the first 50 – the responsibil-
ity, according to the party constitution, 
of grassroots elected committees, was 
equally an attack on our democratic 
traditions. These list MPs, not answer-
able to any electorate, owe their tenure 
in Parliament and their promotion 
possibilities to the party leader only.

With our politicians now merely 
yes-men and women, we no longer 
have any brakes on the political ambi-
tions of individuals, and even minor 
parties in Parliament, who can hijack 
what should be a democratic politi-
cal process. What many now regard 
as the moral incapacity of Parliament 
has ensured a growing divide between 
politicians and the people of this coun-
try. The Prime Minister’s extraordinary 
promotion of the socialist Helen Clark 
as a highly capable financial manager 
eminently suitable for a top United 
Nations position, together with his 
offering her lieutenant, former Finance 
Minister Michael Cullen, a comfortable 
and rewarding board position at New 
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However, there is nothing like an idea whose 
time has come. And nothing can in the end 

stand against a rising tide of public disillusion

Zealand Post – ignoring their actual 
dismal record over the past decade 
which has so demonstrably damaged 
New Zealand’s economic welfare – 
has been a revelation about how well 
the political class looks after its own, 
regardless of the adversarial posturing 
in Parliament. 

What the country has at last 
perceived is that there are 
no checks and balances on 

the ambitions of determined politi-
cal leaders. We do not have a democ-
racy – no longer even a representative 
democracy. This late recognition has 
not been without its advantages. Cou-
rageous individuals have stood up to 
be counted – John Boscawen, formerly 
an ACT MP, promoting his Private 
Member’s Bill to overturn the invidi-
ous anti-smacking legislation – against 
determined opposition from the Prime 
Minister. Others have organised vari-
ous forms of pro-democratic move-
ments, including Larry and Barbara 
Baldock, tirelessly promoting the call 
for New Zealanders to last have a say 
on government directions through 
BCIR – Binding Citizens Initiated 
Referenda. Individual forums carry 
much-needed debate and clarification 
of the issues of the day, matched by 
scores of lively blogs.

The mood of restlessness and anger 
in the country at large will not pass. 
This, allied to the growing recognition 
of the damage successive governments 
have done to this country in recent 
decades, and supported by Barbara 
Tuchman’s verdict, in The March of 
Folly, that governments get most issues 
wrong…suggests that more than ever 
before, even if we have passed the 
crossroads of competent decision-mak-
ing so that much damage has already 
been caused, it is not too late to reverse 
our now thoroughly anti-democratic 
directions.

How to do so? New Zealanders, 

thoroughly disenchanted with the 
voting process and the tinkering with 
regard to the election of candidates, are 
not going to be impressed by former 
Prime Minister Mike Moore’s dream 
of 20 no doubt self-selected “eminent 
New Zealanders” forming a committee 
to decide on our future directions for 
us. Neither the promotion of an Upper 
House, nor that of a new voting system, 
is going to solve the problem of the 
now perceived incapacity of Parlia-
ment, both collectively and individu-
ally, to deliver democratic government. 
We are being ruled in many cases very 
much against our will by the Cabinet 
of the governing party, dominated by 
highly determined individuals and 
backed by government bureaucracies 
which largely know which side their 
bread is buttered on. 

It is not good enough and very few 
would dispute that the time for New 
Zealanders themselves to no longer be 
excluded from having a genuine say in 
the decisions made concerning us all – 
and our children – has well and truly 
come. And the only way this process is 
possible is through insisting on mov-
ing to a direct democracy. Moreover, 
the means for achieving this is a hugely 
effective way of stopping in its tracks 
the ongoing hijacking of our political 
processes by the usual party oligarchy, 
with its self promoted leader. 

Switzerland, the most successful 
democracy of all, described as the 
most peaceful, prosperous and open 
society in the world, over 160 years 
ago established the 100 Days scrutiny 
period after the passing of Parliamen-
tary legislation, when this small but 
extraordinary country realised that its 
own democracy was still one in theory 
only.

Not only therefore has it been tried 
and tested, but it has turned out to be 
spectacularly successful in supporting 
a stable, far more democratic society. 
The provision the Swiss people claimed 

would serve us equally as well, in spite 
of the fact that we do not have that 
country’s advantage of all its legisla-
tion not being promoted top-down, as 
with by our political hierarchy – but 
originating from grassroots representa-
tives from the small states or cantons. 
This provision that we should now 
be working for is more important to 
claim than the BCIR process, which 
we should also support. The two go 
hand in hand, but one before the other. 
And of these, the most important is to 
work to prevent Parliament continuing 
to inflict damaging legislation on the 
country.

Essentially, this provision would 
ensure that although Parliament can 
pass any law, including those insuf-
ficiently debated, typically late at night, 
or on Christmas Eve – or through 
any profoundly undemocratic trade-
off with a minor party manipulating 
the system…whatever law is passed 
actually cannot come into effect for 
100 Days. During this time, if 50,000 
citizens (in Switzerland) are concerned 
enough to call for a referendum, it 
has to be put – what is called a Fac-
ultative (optional) Referendum – and 
the country’s verdict is binding. The 
different, Citizens Initiated Referenda 
(where proposals come from the people 
themselves in order to initiate or repeal 
legislation) are a separate and inter-
esting issue. But it is the Facultative 
Referenda that we most urgently need 
to put a stop to our now perceived lack 
of genuine representative democracy – 
so very well illustrated by the scandal-
ous ignoring of the country’s wishes 
in Parliament’s – i.e .basically John 
Key’s – infliction of the anti-smacking 
legislation.

Strong objections will be undoubt-
edly raised to oppose the call for Fac-
ultative Referenda – this 100 Days halt 
on all legislation passed by Parliament. 
All sorts of obstacles and objections 
will be mounted against this process, 
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and nearly all politicians will fight it 
bitterly. 

However, there is nothing like an 
idea whose time has come. And noth-
ing can in the end stand against a 
rising tide of public disillusion.

Every single one of the objections 
that will inevitably be mounted can be 
and has been answered. In short, the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
This system works. It works as such a 
matter of course that Swiss politicians 
(in a country of quite marked racial 
harmony, with four main languages 
spoken) are part-time politicians only, 
involved in earning a real living such 
as running a business, in a profession, 
in trade, in farming. 

It is simply untrue to claim that 
adopting the 100 Days provision to 
provide a scrutiny period, and to 

very likely put a brake on much of the 
legislation issuing from Parliament, 
would bring the business of running 
the country to a stop. On the contrary, 
what it pre-eminently does is to pre-
vent the now common hijacking of the 
wishes of the majority by determined 
minorities pushing for self-advantage 
or for radicalised political ends. The 
Bradford-pushed legislation would 
never have been endorsed by either of 
our political parties once the pre-
liminary polling had been done. They 
would have had no excuse to persevere 
with the costly promoting of legislation 
that the country indicated quite firmly 
it would overwhelmingly reject. 

Only the two provisions previously 
mentioned would need to be addi-
tionally applied to the concept of 100 
Days – the first that the government 
has power to act in time of emergency. 
The second would be an onus on any 
government owned-media such as 
television and broadcasting, and the 
long leftwing, formerly government 
funded-supported Listener, to fairly 
and objectively present both sides of 
an issue under debate – requirements 
almost totally neglected in the highly 
politicised claim of anthropogenic 
global warming, and in the anti-
smacking debate. 

The fact that new global tempera-
ture trend data released by the Hadley 
Centre and the Climatic Research Unit 

(CRU) in Britain has found essentially 
no upward trend in global average tem-
peratures since 1997 is a challenge to 
this present government to explain why 
it so readily penalised New Zealanders 
and disadvantaged us economically in 
comparison with our competitors. The 
Mail on Sunday in Britain has reported 
that in effect, as highly reputable 
climate warming sceptics warned, 
challenging the anthropogenic theories 
of man being responsible for what 
were perceived as natural variations 
in climate, the world stopped getting 
warmer almost 16 years ago. Accord-
ing to (now inevitably challenged) data 
they were right all along. But the gov-
ernment did not want to hear this. The 
AGW theory was an all too useful way 
of both taxing the public and facilitat-
ing the expanding State.

The possible silliest of all objec-
tions to the very real possibilities of 
our 100 Days movement have come 
from both Prime Minister John Key 
and former National Party leader Don 
Brash, arguing that binding referenda 
don’t work because of the situation in 
California. However, both appear to be 
unaware that not only is California the 
victim of its own peculiarly idiosyn-
cratic past policies, but that binding 
referenda already exist, with varying 
degrees of success worldwide, and with 
growing interest into how they can be 
improved. And there is no doubt what-
soever that this period providing for 
the scrutiny of government legislation 

was what finally contributed to Swit-
zerland becoming the most successful 
democracy in the world.

The move towards the reinstating 
of democratic freedoms and respon-
sibilities is not maverick thinking, 
but a growing movement internation-
ally. Two British Conservative MPs 
have written a book called The Plan: 
Twelve Months to Renew Britain, also 
containing a 100 Days proposal to 
put a stop on government edicts and 
to allow a period of public scrutiny – 
and of either acceptance or challenge. 
Most importantly, the final verdict 
on which way the country should go 
with regard to a particular piece of 
legislation would – let us say will… 
when this battle is won…rest where it 
should, with the electorate itself. Yes, 
the public can get issues wrong, but the 
public can take responsibility for these 
and reverse its decisions, when need 
be. Governments frequently get issues 
wrong, but trying to persuade them to 
reverse them can be compared to Sisy-
phus pushing the boulder uphill. 

The 100 Days – Claiming Back New 

Zealand by Amy Brooke, is available 

at Whitcoulls, Paper Plus, Take Note 

and good bookstores nationwide, 

RRP$38.99, Howling At The Moon 

Publishing
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A
s an undocumented immi-
grant, Olga Cortez spent 
a decade toiling in sweat 
shops, hiding from the 
law and wondering if her 

three children were ever going to have a 
future in this city. So when the man in a 
black cassock and carrying a small valise 
got off the bus and walked into the soup 
kitchen, she found it hard to believe.

“When he opened up his bag he had 
that tall hat in it,” said Cortez from 
Bolivia. It was the hat Catholic cardi-
nals wear, and the man wearing it was 
Argentina’s most powerful religious 
leader: Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He was 
there to baptize her daughters.

Bergoglio, 76, became Pope Francis 
this month in an event that has thrilled 
the hemisphere and raised questions 
about his role in Argentina’s troubled 
past. During his first days as pope, 
Bergoglio’s humour-filled homilies 
and stubborn austerity – he refused 
to ride in the papal limousine, wear a 
gold cross or traditional red slippers 
– have surprised many. But in Buenos 
Aires, people are used to seeing the 
dry-witted cardinal riding the subway, 
preaching in slums and ministering to 
the country’s marginalized.

Bergoglio’s youngest sister, Maria 
Elena Bergoglio, 65, said she always 
called him “His Holiness” in jest, but 
no one expected him to become the 
world’s most eminent Catholic.

“He’s always been so modest,” she 
said.

When she saw him on the balcony 
of the Vatican as thousands screamed 
“Long live the Pope!” she was stunned. 
“I thought ‘You poor wretch, God has 
pulled a fast one on you.’ “

Bergoglio became archbishop of 

Buenos Aires in 1998 and was named 
cardinal in 2001. The presidential palace 
can be seen from the steps of the city’s 
cathedral, and Bergoglio’s sermons 
often seemed aimed at the couple inside, 
President Cristina Fernandez de Kirch-
ner and her late husband and predeces-
sor Nestor. Bergoglio preached about 
the dangers of concentrating power and 
weakening democratic institutions, and 
he quietly backed efforts to block Kirch-
ner allies in state races. Nestor Kirchner, 
who died in 2010, accused then-Cardi-
nal Bergoglio of being the true “leader 
of the opposition.”

But Bergoglio dedicated much of his 
time to those without a voice. In 2008, 
he began collaborating with Fundacion 
Alameda, a charity that rescues victims 
of human trafficking pressed into 
labour as prostitutes and sweatshop 
workers. Alameda staff said Bergoglio 
would often come in the dead of night 
to help women escaping violent brothel 
owners find shelter. He also threw his 
support behind controversial whistle-
blowers who claimed the police and 
powerful politicians were involved in 
the sex trade. In 2011, he held Mass in 
front of a sweatshop that had burned 
down five years earlier, killing seven 
people. During that sidewalk cer-
emony, he blasted the justice system for 
never pressing charges.

Cortez, 37, met Bergoglio at Alameda 
and asked him to baptize her daughters. 
He told her to choose the time and place.

“He said the church should go 
to where it’s needed, instead of the 
people having to go to the church,” 
she explained. When Cortez said she 
would like to hold the ceremony at 
the foundation’s bottom floor, which 
doubles as a soup-kitchen, and that the 

godfather was an atheist and the god-
mother was Jewish, he didn’t balk.

“He didn’t care who we were or 
where we were from,” Cortez said. 
“That’s what was special about him.”

Bergoglio was born in Buenos Aires 
on Dec. 17, 1936, to an Italian father and 
an Argentine mother. The eldest of five 
children, he “was just a regular kid,” said 
his sister, Maria Elena. He liked to listen 
to their father’s Italian opera and tango 
records, and play soccer with friends.

After studying in Chile and Spain, 
and being ordained in 1969, he returned 
to Argentina in 1972 and was appointed 
leader of his Jesuit community the 
following year. It was a dark time in 
Argentina. From 1976 to 1983, the coun-
try was ruled by a military dictatorship 
that sparked the infamous “Dirty War.” 
As many as 30,000 people are thought 
to have died during that period, as the 
military hauled off “subversives.” The 
Catholic Church is accused of turning a 
blind eye to the abuses.

In May 1976, the military detained 
two Jesuit priests, Orlando Yorio and 
Francisco Jalics, amid suspicions they 
were collaborating with guerrillas. The 
two men were interrogated for five days 
and then held blindfolded and shackled 
for five months before being released, 
Jalics has said.

Horacio Verbitsky, an author and ally 
of President Kirchner, maintains that 
Bergoglio “handed over” the two priests. 
Others say Bergoglio left them exposed 
when their mission was shut down two 
months before their kidnapping.

In 2011, Bergoglio was questioned 
for four hours behind closed doors 
about the case. This month, El Clarin 
newspaper released extracts from that 
testimony. In it, Bergoglio said he 
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warned the two men that their lives 
were in danger and that they needed 
to leave the neighbourhood. Once they 
were detained, he said he met with the 
military twice to win their release.

Luis Zamora, a human rights lawyer, 
was among those who questioned 
Bergoglio at the time. Zamora said 
Bergoglio’s answers were “evasive and 
not convincing at all. And he had 20 
years to prepare for this.”

“Bergoglio may not have had the 
power to save lives or keep people from 
being tortured,” Zamora said, “but he 
also can’t say that he didn’t know what 
was happening ... I am certain that 
Bergoglio lied.”

Yorio died in 2000, but Jalics, who lives 
in Germany, released a statement saying 
that he had no knowledge of Bergoglio’s 
role at the time but did discuss the issue 
with him years later. “I am reconciled 
with the events and, on my part, consider 
the matter to be closed,” he said.

Bergoglio is also credited with 
protecting, and perhaps even sav-
ing, several people during the period. 
Human rights lawyer Alicia Oliveira 
told El Nacional newspaper that when 
the military issued an arrest warrant 
for her, Bergoglio offered her protec-
tion and regularly smuggled her into 
a school so she could see her child. He 
also gave his own identification papers 
and religious garb to a man so he could 
sneak across the border, she said.

For some, the Dirty War debate is as 
much about politics as human rights.

Bergoglio’s relationship with the 
current administration “went from 
being cold in the beginning to outright 
confrontational later,” said Enrique 
Lopez, a priest who has worked with 
Bergoglio for years. He called the Dirty 
War claims “a poorly planned media 
operation, because everyone knows 
where it’s coming from” – referring to 
the Kirchner administration.

Sergio Berenzstein, a political ana-
lyst, said the allegations are “totally 
exaggerated and politically motivated.”

“What we do know is that he tried 
to protect priests and sent those under 
his care to areas where there were less 
disappearances and torture,” he said. 
“For some that means he was cooperat-
ing with the dictatorship and to others, 
it means he was saving lives.”

THE LAST POPE?
By Ian Wishart

A
s the world gets to grips with the new papal reign of Francis I, two 
American authors are high-fiving over how a prediction they made 
a year ago, based on the 900 year old prophecies of St Malachy, 

came true.
Tom Horn and Cris Putnam wrote their April 2012 book, Petrus Roma-

nus – The Final Pope Is Here, as a narrative about the Malachy predictions, 
but what makes it particularly interesting to pope-watchers is that Horn 
and Putnam’s book predicted Pope Benedict would resign in 2012 or 2013.

In the 1930s, Belgian Jesuit priest Rene Thibaut calculated the reigns of 
the various popes featured in the prophecy, and extrapolated those out to 
the future. He worked out Petrus Romanus – “Peter the Roman” – was due 
in 2012 or thereabouts.

As Americans Horn and Putnam wrote in late 2011:
“Back when gas was nineteen cents a gallon, and certainly well before 

the apocalyptic frenzy surrounding the Mayan long count calendar’s finale, 
Thibaut derived 2012 from the Prophecy of the Popes.”

Thibaut may have been off by a couple of months, but 2012 wasn’t a bad 
guess for a papal change when measured way back from the 1930s. 

According to St Malachy’s 1139 Prophecy of the Popes, the papal line ends 
with this pope, one he called Petrus Romanus. That pope is the 112th on 
Malachy’s list: “In the final persecution of the Holy Roman Church there 
will reign Petrus Romanus, who will feed his flock amid many tribulations; 
after which the seven-hilled city will be destroyed and the dreadful Judge 
will judge the people. The End.”

On pages 74 and 486 of their 2012 book, Horn and Putnam suggested 
a likelihood that Pope Benedict would resign soon – a big call given that 
every pope has died in office for the past six hundred years. 

Nonetheless, on Feb 28, Benedict resigned and on the night of his resig-
nation lightning struck St Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican.

After the conclave elected Jorge Bergoglio to the highest office, the Argen-
tinian took the name Francis I, in honour of St Francis of Assisi who lived in 
the 13th century. Malachy-watchers struggled to find a connection between 
that and a final pope nicknamed Peter the Roman. Yet here’s the twist: the 
historic St Francis’ name included the name “Peter”. And to add extra flavour, 
the modern Argentinian prelate was born to an Italian father.



30 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Apr/May 2013

 “But we don’t have a computer,” Moira said after 
listening politely to the Asian voice explain 
how a computer located at their address was 

sending out viruses. Next thing she was placing the 
phone back into its cradle. 

“They always ring off when I say that,” Moira 
went on to say, “that’s the fourth time in the past 
fortnight that those virus scamming fraudsters 
have called”.

“What an awesome response,” Jim replied. He 
was proud of his wife of more than fifty years. She 
never failed to come up with a creative answer to 
problems and he was hoping for a similar riposte to 
the latest issue which related to their investments. 

Jim had always let Moira have the last say when it 
came to making decisions about their investments. 

Outliving your nest egg

invest by peter hensley 

He frequently said that she was the brains and he 
was the brawn of their partnership. Although lately 
he found that his brawn was letting him down. 
The hills on the golf course appeared to be getting 
steeper. That was something he meant to bring up 
with the green-keepers, along with how they have 
being slowly increasing the length of each hole. 

Moira had brought up the topic of investment 
income during the week. This had piqued his 
interest as he knew they were well diversified and 
the return on their portfolio was healthy consider-
ing the low interest rate environment. Moira had 
explained that was because they had an extensive 
range of high coupon paying bonds and capital 
notes included in their investments, many of which 
would be maturing within the next couple of years. 
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She was concerned that with interest rates being 
at historic lows, they would not be able to lock in 
similar rates when these securities reached their 
rollover dates. 

“Japan has being experiencing near zero inter-
est rates for over two decades. It has been the same 
for the United States for the past twelve years and 
now the debacle in Europe means that the interest 
rate pandemic is now spreading to the southern 
hemisphere.” 

Moira went on, “I have often wondered how 
retirees and those dependent on their interest 
income get on in those countries. And now I sus-
pect we are going to find out first hand.”

“It is not going to be pretty,” she added. 
“What do you mean?” Jim asked. 
“It is a two edged sword. Whilst those people 

dependent on their interest income are missing 
out, mortgage rates are also at historic lows and 
people are increasing their mortgages because debt 
is so cheap. It is likely to end in tears.”

“Those people who have saved for their retire-
ment will be forced to consume their nest eggs 
instead of being able to use the interest income 
generated to supplement their lifestyle. At some 
stage in the future, they will very possibly outlive 
their money”. 

“As for those who have gorged themselves on 
cheap money, they will soon find that their mort-
gages are too big to pay back. The concept of an 
intergenerational loan will become a reality.” 

Moira continued, “You recall my second cousin 
Jan and her husband Ken, well he turned 60 last 
month, their house is worth a shade over $350k and 
their mortgage is $160k. The three kids are still at 
home and the recession has seen their hours cut to 
just on 60 between them”. 

“They are not breaking even, they are going 
backwards,” Jim commented. “Is there anything we 
can do?” he asked.

“Not really” Moira responded. “We might be able to 
help a little, however we have to come up with a strat-
egy to cope with our own income being cut in half.” 

“And what do you propose my dearest?” Jim 
asked tentatively. 

Moira responded, “Well as you know I have been 
studying this for a while now and as I see it, there 
are only limited choices.” 

Now, as much as Jim wanted to know what they 
might be, he knew better than to ask. He would be 
told when Moira wanted him to know. 

“But I am more worried about inflation. It is like 
rust, it never stops,” Moira went on. “The power 
and petrol companies are the best. They never seem 
to miss an opportunity to move their prices and it 
is the mugs stuck at the bottom of the food chain 
that have to pay.”

“The district council have never put their rates 

down either,” Jim added. “They just assume they 
have the right to meet once a year to determine 
how big the increase will be”. 

Moira continued, “Well as far as I can see we 
have three choices”. 

“We can acknowledge that we have reduced 
income and reduce our lifestyle accordingly. There 
is nothing wrong with that as we have done this all 
our lives. We also have the choice to start consum-
ing our capital. Again there is nothing wrong with 
that as we know we are not going to live forever.” 

“And what’s the third choice?” Jim asked 
inquisitively. 

“We could amend our investment strategy, invest 
in equities for the dividend stream that share 
market listed companies pay to their shareholders” 
Moira responded. “If we did that we have to take 
on the investment risk that comes with investing in 
the share market.”

“Now I have been doing a bit of home work and I 
have worked out that companies listed on the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand share markets are some of 
the highest dividend payers in the world.” 

“We have to be mindful that the capital value 
may vary, but it looks to me that we don’t have 
many options. Dividends of quality companies 
tend to keep up with inflation and if we stick with 
blue chip companies with a strong profit history 
and distributions of dividends we should do OK. 
We also have to keep in mind that we are more 
concerned with the dividend stream and not the 
volatility of the share price”. 

“There is a fourth option” Jim added as an 
afterthought. 

“And what might that be?” Moira queried. 
“You could get a job,” Jim mumbled as he picked 

up the paper. 
“Good to see that you haven’t lost your sense of 

humour Jim,” Moira responded “And I suspect you 
will be getting your own dinner tonight then.” 

Copyright © Peter J. Hensley 2013.  

This article is meant to be Class Advice and a copy 

of Peter Hensley’s disclosure statement is available 

on request and is free of charge. 

Dividends of quality companies 
tend to keep up with inflation 
and if we stick with blue chip 
companies with a strong profit 
history and distributions of 
dividends we should do OK
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gadgets

3HTC One
The HTC One prides a sleek 

aluminum body, a live home screen 
that streams all of your favourite 
content, a photo gallery that comes 
to life, and dual frontal stereo 
speakers, the New HTC One is 
ready to reshape your smartphone 
experience. With HTC BlinkFeed 
on your phone, you’re never out 
of touch with your world. All your 
favorite content is streamed live 
onto one screen. If it’s happening 
now, you’ll find it on your home 
screen. Capturing a moment takes 
more than one image. That’s 
why the new HTC One includes 
the HTC UltraPixel Camera. Press 
the shutter and the HTC One 
automatically captures up to 20 
photos and a 3-second video – a 
picture that’s alive. So your entire 
photo album becomes a living, 
breathing gallery.
www.htc.com

4Wikipad
The Wikipad is the only tablet 

to possess the unique combination 
of truly immersive video game 
experiences found in consoles with 
the functionality and portability of a 
tablet thanks to its award winning 
attachable dual-analog controller. 
It offers a premium 7” IPS screen, 
16 GB memory with micro SD slot 
to support an additional 32 GB of 
storage, ultra-light and thin chassis, 
is powered by the NVIDIA Tegra 3 
quad-core mobile processor. With an 
aspect ratio of 16:10, the Wikipad 
tablet offers true widescreen 
HD display. When the gamepad 
controller is detached, Wikipad’s 
sleek design and full Android 4.1 
Jelly Bean functionality make it a 
powerfully versatile device whether 
you are surfing the web, reading 
emails or enjoying films, music and 
apps at home or on the go.
www. wikipad.com

1 2

3

4
1Epson MeetingMate  

projector
Epson’s new, easy to use 
interactive MeetingMate 
projector range changes 
meetings forever, improving 
business productivity and 
participant effectiveness. Epson 
MeetingMate is ready to use 
at the touch of a button. The 
MeetingMate range – Epson 
EB-1410Wi and EB-1400Wi 
interactive ultra-short throw 
projectors – integrates the best 
features of interactive projectors, 
whiteboards, flipcharts, 
videoconferencing and other 
often-used, costly tools in a single 
device, and eliminates the need 
for myriad pieces of analogue and 
digital presentation equipment, 
reducing cost, eradicating clutter 
and freeing up expensive room 
space for businesses.
www.epson.co.nz

2Asus Taichi
With a unique dual-display 

design and stunning black-mirror 
finish, ASUS TAICHI combines 
the best features of a multi-touch 
tablet and a notebook – switching 
seamlessly between the two in 
seconds. Lid open, TAICHI is a 
powerful Ultrabook with a Full HD 
screen, backlit keyboard and large 
multi-touch touchpad capable of 
handling all your daily computing 
tasks. Lid closed, TAICHI becomes 
a lightweight tablet with a Full HD 
multi-touch screen for easy and 
intuitive use on the move. The 
TAICHI is a milestone for the ASUS 
design team, offering unparalleled 
flexibility and new ways to share 
information. With the latest Intel 
Core processor and two back-
to-back Full HD screens, TAICHI 
incorporates the most cutting edge 
technology into a slender profile.
www.asus.com

http://www.htc.com/www/zoe/
http://www.htc.com
http://www. wikipad.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.asus.com


Apr/May 2013 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 33

mall

1Adidas Boost
You put a lot of energy into 

your run, and the men’s adidas 
Energy Boost shoes give some of 
it back. Designed with an energy-
returning boost foam midsole, 
these running shoes feature a 
techfit upper and the TORSION 
SYSTEM for support. 1000s of 
special energy capsules are melted 
together into one midsole that 
will change your run forever. The 
black and yellow Energy Boost 
is designed to show off the high 
energy return and the extremely 
soft cushioning. When you try 
this trainer on, you’ll know your 
way of running has changed for 
good. The Energy Boost is the 
first running shoe that is equipped 
with the revolutionary BOOST 
technology, but it will not be the 
last. This is only the start of the 
running revolution.
www.adidas.co.nz

3Klarus Xt20
The new KLARUS XT20 is 

stealthy and powerful. Its slender 
form and magnificent power makes 
it ideal as a night patrol flashlight 
and searchlight. The new KLARUS 
XT20 uses the innovative XT series 
dual-button tail switch, which 
provides extremely fast access 
to the strobe mode. The unique 
XT tail switch also allows you to 
fully operate the light with just 
your thumb. So you don’t need to 
fiddle with buttons in two different 
places. With so much powerful 
light, an intense strobe effect and 
slender design, the XT20 is an 
ideal choice for searching (Police 
and Search & Rescue), CQB, 
exploration and as an automobile 
standby flashlight. It can also be 
weapon mounted and used with 
the KLARUS ED10 pressure 
switch for remote control.
www.klaruslight.co.uk

4 Working Style: 
Nothing but Noir 

Working Style is embracing the 
dark side this season, launching 
an autumn/winter collection 
consisting of rich shades 
of ink, burgundy, midnight 
and charcoal. The resulting 
collection is modern-day film 
noir, with impeccable ideas and 
uncorrupted styling. The devil 
is in the detail; patch pockets, 
suede trims, quilting, plaited 
belts, cashmere scarves and 
silk pocket squares. We have 
embraced the rich world of ink, 
burgundy, midnight and charcoal, 
as well as the mysterious realms 
of micro-designs, including 
puppy tooth and the classic navy 
pinstripe.
www.workingstyle.co.nz

2Dyson Hot+Cool
The Dyson Hot+Cool 

fan heater is fastest to heat 
the whole room. In summer it 
provides high-velocity air to cool 
you. There are no fast-spinning 
blades or heating elements, 
so it’s safe and easy to clean. 
There are no blades – just an 
uninterrupted stream of smooth 
air. Some conventional fan 
heaters have fast-spinning blades 
and hot elements that have to 
be guarded by safety grilles. 
AM05 has no blades or visible 
heating elements. It cuts out 
automatically if tipped over.  Set 
your target room temperature 
to the degree when in heater 
mode. Airflow, oscillation and 
temperature can all be controlled 
using the remote control, which 
stores magnetically on the top of 
the machine when not in use.
www.dyson.com
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2

3

4

http://www.adidas.co.nz
http://www.klaruslight.co.uk
http://www.workingstyle.co.nz
http://www.dyson.com
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Put a skillet on your stove as you prepare to make a stir-
fry, and an interactive chef on the big screen in your 
kitchen tells you a wok would probably work better.

Take a sketch of something you’ve been drawing on your 
tablet, and swipe it over to a large digital screen that doubles 
as your work surface. Then get that sketch to appear on 
a huge wall screen so that you and a co-worker halfway 
around the world can work on the sketch simultaneously.

Those are some of the scenarios Microsoft says could hap-
pen in the next five to 10 years – and has brought to life now 
in its new Envisioning Center, which opened this month.

For nearly 20 years, Microsoft has had the Microsoft 
Home (also referred to as “Home of the Future”) in a 
building on its Redmond, Wash., campus. In that facility, 

Microsoft replicates a home outfitted with technologies that 
it thinks will be in use five to 10 years in the future.

Since 2002, Microsoft’s Office division has had a similar 
futuristic workplace that includes productivity technologies.

Now Microsoft has combined the two to form the Envi-
sioning Center, a completely revamped home and office 
of the future, complete with a “third place” area meant to 
represent spaces such as retail stores and restaurants.

It’s like a concept car, said Jonathan Cluts, Microsoft’s 
director of strategic prototyping. Not every single thing will 
come to be in five or 10 years, but “we’re going to show you a 
future that we believe in, that we are investing in.”

Microsoft won’t disclose the square footage of the Envi-
sioning Center, but it sits in the space formerly occupied by 
the old home and office, located on the second floor of the 
company’s Executive Briefing Center. Like its predecessors, 
it is not open to the public.

Rather, it’s designed to give visiting customers and 
dignitaries a sense of where the company is headed, and to 
help some Microsoft employees think through products and 
services they’re developing.

On a recent tour, Cluts and Anton Andrews, Microsoft’s 
director of Office envisioning, showed off the new digs, 
which were created with Olson Kundig Architects and 
design firm NBBJ.

The new center features more open, flexible spaces than 
the former “home” and centers on the themes of bringing 
people together, making people smarter, and using natural 
gestures, speech and touch to do things.

The new center also offers a clearer, more focused picture 
of how Microsoft is integrating the work of its various divi-
sions and how that integration can play out as the com-
pany evolves from providing strictly software to providing 
devices and services.

Kinect motion- and voice-sensing technology is every-
where. So are huge, multitouch screens from Perceptive 
Pixel, the company Microsoft acquired last year.

Technologies from Microsoft’s Online division and Server 
and Tools business are evident in everything from search 
results to relevant information that pop up in various contexts.

Open the door to the facility, and you’ll enter an open 
office space in which there are stations for individual work, 
brainstorming sessions and team collaboration.

Content on the “team action wall” can change instantly, 
depending on the team or on the person who’s walking 
by the wall. A marketing person, for instance, would see a 
timeline of marketing decisions to be made, along with tools 
to help them make the decisions.

tech by janet i. tu

New concept of the future
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The “third place” area includes a pop-up retail space in 
which a user can place a toy car on a screen to find out more 
about the toy by touching various areas of the car. The setup 
then allows the toy to be sent as a gift using the information 
already on your smartphone.

In the home area, there’s a big window that can become 
a giant display screen; a kitchen with a digital whiteboard 
that can, for instance, display each family member’s calen-
dar or an interactive chef that can be called up to guide you 
through making dinner.

In the living room, more screens demonstrate how a 
grandmother in another state can read an interactive story 
with a grandchild. The grandmother is on one screen, and 
scenes from the story – which can change, depending on 
what actions the child takes – appear on the other screen.

The new center is built around Microsoft’s investments in 
three main technological areas, said Craig Mundie, senior 
adviser to Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer and a former chief 
research and strategy officer at the company:

Big data – the ability to synthesize huge amounts of 
data to produce information that’s useful to the user;

Natural user interface – in which people use natu-

ral motions such as talking or gesturing to interact with 
computers;

Machine learning – teaching computers how to see, 
listen, translate and do other tasks.

“We never guess completely right. But we were probably 
closer to right than wrong in each succeeding generation” of 
the Microsoft Home, said Mundie, who added that some of 
the technologies displayed in earlier homes – such as digital 
picture frames – have come into widespread use.

Open the door to the facility, 
and you’ll enter an open 
office space in which there are 
stations for individual work, 
brainstorming sessions and 
team collaboration
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YouTube, the upstart repository of cover 
songs, makeup tips and cat videos, is start-
ing to give television a run for its money.

Buoyed by breakout successes such as Psy’s 
“Gangnam Style,” a kitschy Korean music video 
that racked up nearly 1.4 billion views globally to 
date, YouTube has turned streaming into main-
streaming, and major marketers are clamoring 
to leverage the medium to promote their brands. 
That means everything from rolling big-budget 
TV commercials before the latest “Harlem Shake” 
video to creating their own content in a calculated 
bid to go viral.

Some 200 marketers attended a YouTube event 
at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago 
last week showcasing success stories, self-made 
video stars and strategies for reaching 800 million 
monthly viewers, one video at a time.

“If you’re after an 18-to-34 demo, this is how 
they’re spending their time, and there are great 
opportunities to work together to build brands 
against that audience,” said Jim Lecinski, the Chi-
cago-based manager of national advertising sales for 
Google Inc., who hosted last week’s YouTube event. 
“This is where it’s at, so advertisers need to be there.”

Founded in 2005 as an egalitarian platform to 
share videos, YouTube was acquired the following 
year by Google Inc. for $1.65 billion in stock. More 
than 4 billion hours of video are consumed each 
month and much like traditional television, peak 
viewing is during prime time, according to You-
Tube. Popular content includes an endless parade of 
unusual cinema verite captured by citizen videogra-
phers on ubiquitous smart phones. But comedians, 
musicians and aspiring filmmakers have also found 
the medium a launching pad to broader success, 
which in turn has helped elevate YouTube into the 
same conversation as TV for many marketers.

Digital is the fastest-growing advertising 
medium, trailing only television in annual spend-
ing. This year, digital revenues are projected to 
reach $42.5 billion in the U.S., a 14 percent increase 
over 2012, according to eMarketer. That represents 
one-quarter of total ad spending, which is growing 

at about a 3 percent annual rate. Paid search and 
banner ads still dominate, accounting for about 
71 percent of digital spending in 2012. Video ads 
generated about 8 percent of digital revenues, but 
are expected to grow to nearly 15 percent by 2016, 
according to eMarketer.

A recent study by Nielsen shows that while TV 
viewing is flat, streaming continues to grow, par-
ticularly among 18- to 34-year-olds. Digital video 
ads produced higher recall in viewers than TV ads, 
and also improved the impact of later TV viewing 
of the same ads, according to the study. Pre-roll 
ads, the commercials that appear before selected 
videos play, average 79 percent completion rates.

YouTube offers marketers two ways to promote 
their brands. The first is to place commercials in 
front of videos through a program called TrueView. 
Viewers can skip the ads after five seconds, and 
marketers only pay if the full ad is aired. Comple-
tion rates range from 15 to 45 percent, according to 
a YouTube spokeswoman.

The other way brands can leverage YouTube is 
through a deeper integration – developing their 
own content. That ranges from sponsorships, such 
as a concert series by American Express called 
“Unstaged,” to brand channels with how-to videos, 
quirky user-generated content and excursions into 
the tricky space of short-form online entertainment. 
While harder to quantify returns on investment, the 
possibility of going viral makes it a gamble worth 
taking for a growing number of marketers.

Lecinski cautioned against chasing “lightning in 
a bottle” by creating viral content in favor of strate-
gic planning, but marketers at the YouTube event in 
Chicago are pursuing both.

In addition to running pre-roll advertising, Madi-
son, Wis.-based American Family Insurance cre-
ated its own YouTube channel several years ago with 
“Stand Up For Family,” drawing some 4 million views 
to date. They sponsored a live comedy show in Atlanta 
three years ago, chopped it up into small, digestible 
bits, and packaged it as a video series. There’s a stage 
and screen logo throughout and then a call to action at 
the end, instructing viewers to go to American Fam-
ily’s website for their insurance needs.

American Family repositioned itself with new 
creative in 2011, but at a budget of $94 million, 
spent a fraction of what Geico, State Farm, Allstate 
and Progressive did on measured media, according 
to Kantar Media. 

YouTube – more 
popular than TV

online by robert channick
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Health Review: TEBONIN® EGb 761®

Losing your mental edge?

Optimise your workplace 
potential and keep up!

Available from 
leading Pharmacies 
and Health Stores
For more information 
phone 0800 657 876 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm or 
email info@phealth.co.nz

Distributed by Pharma Health NZ Ltd. 
Your Health. Nature’s Power.
PO Box 15 185, Auckland 0640. 
www.pharmahealth.co.nz
Supplementary to and not a replacement 
for a balanced diet. Always read the label. 
Use only as directed and if symptoms 
persist see your health professional. TA
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science by geoffrey mohan

Scientists hoping to mimic the life-extending 
qualities produced by a chemical found in red 
wine and dark chocolate say they have solved 

one of the mysteries about how this compound 
works to combat the effects of obesity, diabetes, 
certain cancers and a host of other maladies.

The findings, published in the journal Science 
this month, could lay the foundation for a variety of 
drugs that act like concentrated amounts of resvera-
trol, the compound that has inspired a $30-million-
a-year supplement business. Pharmaceutical giants 
have invested millions of dollars in the quest to 
improve on the compound that helps rev up the 
body’s cellular defences against disease and aging.

Harvard geneticist David Sinclair and his col-

leagues have been working for more than a decade 
to uncover a chemical link between resveratrol 
and a group of enzymes known as sirtuins, which 
can trigger proteins that rejuvenate cells. The new 
results will help achieve a “more rational design” of 
resveratrol-related drugs, Sinclair said.

“We were working in the dark before,” he said.
Sinclair’s resveratrol-related research has vaulted 

him to rock-star status by the standards of bio-
chemists. He has sipped wine on “Nightline” and 
“60 Minutes” and presented his work at industry 
conferences. In 2008, GlaxoSmithKline paid $720 
million for Sirtris, the biotech firm he cofounded to 
commercialize his discoveries. He remains on the 
company’s scientific advisory board.

Scientists shed light on  
how resveratrol works
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But Sinclair’s results touched off an academic imbroglio, 
some of it fuelled by rival pharmaceutical companies.

Scientists on both sides reacted with enthusiasm to the 
latest resveratrol findings, saying they would lay to rest a key 
disagreement, even if they won’t dispel skepticism about the 
possibility for a pharmaceutical fountain of youth.

“We’ve known that it’s true in the test tube,” said Matt 
Kaeberlein, a University of Washington biogerontologist 
who has questioned some of Sinclair’s studies. “What this 
does is suggest the same thing is true in cells.”

“This is not weak evidence at this point,” said Leonard 
Guarente, a biologist at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology who trained Sinclair and several of his critics. “You 
would really bet the ranch on this one.” Guarente also serves 
on the Sirtris scientific advisory board.

The latest advance by Sinclair’s team isn’t likely to have 
the mass appeal of earlier studies that showed resveratrol 
could improve heart function in people, make obese mice 
as nimble as thin ones and cause flies, fish and worms to 
live longer. Those splashy results fuelled the rise of high-
dose resveratrol supplements, which have not been vetted in 
clinical trials the way drugs are. Interest in the compound 
has also boosted sales of red wine, though scientists have 
cautioned that oenophiles would have to drink about 100 
bottles of wine each day to get anywhere near a workable 
dose of resveratrol.

But the new work in effect put to rest contentions that 
earlier laboratory results were unlikely to occur in nature.

Detractors had claimed Sinclair’s data were influenced by 
a fluorescent chemical – one that doesn’t occur in nature – 
that he used to measure the activation of sirtuin proteins 
by resveratrol-like compounds. For the new study, Sinclair 
and his colleagues essentially repeated the experiment 
with naturally occurring amino acids instead. The reaction 
worked.

A major branch of anti-aging research centers on the 
effects of calorie restriction, which can send cells into a cri-
sis mode that prompts them to repair damage and stave off 
hazardous changes in cellular activity. Resveratrol, found in 
such foods as grapes, peanuts, cocoa and berries, provokes 
similar reactions.

How resveratrol and similar compounds worked remained 
something of a mystery. Scientists believe it stimulates a sir-
tuin known as SIRT1 that breaks up certain proteins, helping 
them change cell behaviour in ways that are beneficial to 
health.

“SIRT1 is like a Pac-Man that removes these proteins and 
tells other proteins to go out and repair the cell,” Sinclair 
said.

When SIRT1 was active, miraculous things seemed to hap-
pen. Was it too good to be true?

GlaxoSmithKline didn’t think so. But scientists, includ-
ing some paid by rival pharmaceutical giant Pfizer Inc. and 
others without direct economic interests, began to squabble 
over the molecular path to the fountain of youth. The dis-
agreement split researchers who shared academic roots at 
Guarente’s MIT laboratory.

The Science paper, so far, appears to have accomplished 

a detente, although several researchers, including Sinclair, 
said there was still a way to go before any miracle pill 
appears on the market, if it ever does.

“It might bring together the different views so we can 
move forward,” said Brian Kennedy, president and chief 
executive of the Buck Institute for Research on Aging in 
Novato, Calif. Kennedy, also a protege of Guarente, has 
questioned some of the results involving resveratrol com-
pounds and yeast. “This is how science works.”

Scientists believe resveratrol 
stimulates a sirtuin known as 
SIRT1 that breaks up certain 
proteins, helping them change 
cell behaviour in ways that are 
beneficial to health



40 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Apr/May 2013

New from David Bowie  
and Dave Grohl & friends

DAVID BOWIE 
The Next Day
Grade: A
David Bowie’s “The Next Day” (ISO/
Columbia) is the work of a master.

His first album in a decade – first 
since a life-threatening heart attack in 
2004 and widespread speculation of 
his retirement after disappearing from 
public life – is a stunning, emotional 
thrill from start to finish, playing more 
like a collection of future hits than an 
album wrapped around a particular 
theme or sonic approach.

For “The Next Day,” Bowie reinvents 
himself by reinventing, well, himself. 
The cover of “The Next Day,” which 
is actually the cover of his classic 
“Heroes” album with a sheet of paper 
over it, hints at his inspiration – look-
ing at some of his career’s most memo-
rable periods through the lens of the 
artist and the person he has become. 
The biggest difference on “The Next 

music by glenn gamboa

Day” is in his lyrics, which have rarely 
been this introspective or direct.

Considering his health issues, Bowie is 
understandably interested in discussing 
death. With the haunting ballad “Where 
Are We Now,” Bowie musically revisits 
his Berlin period, but lyrically confronts 
the fear of death and the future with the 
determination to move forward.

Bowie returns to his interest of celeb-
rity and “Fame” with “The Stars (Are 
Out Tonight),” which sonically sounds 
like a sequel to “China Girl,” and the 
strutting rocker “(You Will) Set the 
World on Fire.”

With “The Next Day,” Bowie shows 
that the years out of the spotlight 
haven’t diminished him in any way. In 
fact, they made him better.

SOUND CITY PLAYERS
Sound City: Reel to Real
Grade: A-minus
Only Dave Grohl could pull this off. 
The soundtrack to his documen-
tary, Sound City: Reel to Real (RCA), 
features a who’s who of artists who 
recorded at the legendary Los Ange-
les studio writing and recording new 

songs together on the spot. The results 
are surprising and, often, thrilling. 
Stevie Nicks sounds incredibly good 
on the haunting “You Can’t Fix This,” 
backed by Grohl and fellow Foo Fighter 
Taylor Hawkings. Rick Springfield 
hasn’t sounded as hard-hitting as he 
does on “The Man That Never Was” in 
decades, while Paul McCartney sounds 
like he’s having a blast jamming with 
the surviving members of Nirvana on 
“Cut Me Some Slack.”

HOT SONG
Surfer Blood, which became an indie 
sensation after dominating the CMJ 
Music Marathon in 2009, steps into 
the major label world with its new 
single “Demon Dance” (Warner Bros./
Kanine), and it shows. The West Palm 
Beach, Fla., band teamed up with pro-
ducer Gil Norton for the throwback-
alternative rocker that bridges the 
gap between Weezer and the Pixies, 
especially when singer JP Pitts stars to 
snarl and shout. It’s shinier and more 
direct than Surfer Blood’s indie debut 
“Astro Coast,” but it’s also poised to 
make a whole lot more noise. 
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Talking the Mickey
MICK JAGGER
Philip Norman
Harper Collins, $36.99
While several outstanding figures in 
pop music never made it past 27 – Jimi 
Hendrix, Jim Morrison, Janis Joplin, 
Amy Winehouse, Brian Jones (ex-
Rolling Stone), Kurt Cobain – there 
is another group – (say) Bob Dylan, 
Paul McCartney, Aretha Franklin, Van 
Morrison and of course Mick Jag-
ger, lead singer of the Rolling Stones 
(all in their late 60s or over 70) who 
continue to produce music with full 
vigour. One wonders if there will ever 
be a last tour for Mick and the Stones 
(though of course there must be). Their 
big tours of the 90s made ever increas-
ing amounts of money. And, in Brazil, 
they played a free concert to 1.5 mil-
lion people. You Can’t get What You 
Want? Mick has had it all – pop star, 
beautiful women, honours from the 
Queen; he’s fathered seven children by 
four women, is a brilliant song writer 
and performer; he’s even a creditable 

actor in a way that Elvis was not. But 
is he happy? And more importantly 
has he been a good man? Judging by 
his behaviour towards women, which 
includes a legendary stinginess with 
money, no. His well known song “Sym-
pathy for the Devil” will hardly win 
him much kudos in heaven. 

In this highly detailed account, 
which focuses more on the swinging 
sixties than other decades, the prolific 
Philip Norman assures us that Mick 
has always been moderate with drugs 
though he has had his moments with 
alcohol. Keith Richards, on the other 
hand, who must have as many lives as 
the fabled cat, has certainly paid his 
due when it comes to substance abuse. 
Jagger, whose performances look like 
gymnastic workouts with a sexual tinge, 
keeps up a rigorous routine of long runs 
and weight lifting. Last time I saw the 
Stones – in 1996 – for my money, the 
best concert I have ever attended – I 
marvelled at his fitness. Perhaps, like 
the now old blues players he so much 
admires, Mick will be rocking and 
rolling into his 80s. Despite a couple of 
minor drug busts, the first engineered 
by Acid King David with the collusion 
of MI5, the lean rocker picked up a 
knighthood in 2003 (which Keith Rich-
ards despised him for accepting). Jagger 
reckons he’s jealous.

Probably only the Beatles and Elvis 
have elicited the same level of sexual 
hysteria as Mick Jagger. Wholesome 
the Beatles may have seemed, there is 

bookcase by michael morrissey

no danger of that epithet being cast at 
the Stones. They were Rock ‘n’ Roll’s 
bad boys for more than a decade until 
the Sex Pistols temporarily knocked 
them off their perch. But as Jagger 
himself notes they have moved from 
being the band that everybody hated to 
the band everybody loves. That secret 
cross dresser Edgar J. Hoover, head 
of the FBI, should have had such an 
impassioned hatred of androgynous 
Jagger is a delicious irony.

At 1.78 cms or five foot eleven, Mick 
is not as short as I thought but he has 
a definite penchant for taller women. 
Model Jerry Hall was a six footer and 
L’ Wren Scott at six foot three was “the 
tallest woman to excite his ardour”. 
The whipcord lean singer has always 
had problem with fidelity – he was 
unfaithful to both of his official wives. 
Hall put up with Jagger’s promiscuity 
but eventually the couple parted. The 
dubiously talented Marianne Faithful 
was a heavy casualty of his promiscu-
ity though she miraculously returned 
from a suicidal drug overdose. So it 
must be a badly needed jolt to Jagger’s 
ego when a woman turns him down 
– which has been known to happen. 
Only hinted at in the Norman book but 
fully explored in another recent book 
on Jagger by Christopher Anderson 
is that the singer doesn’t merely seem 
bisexual, he is – Anderson alleges Jag-
ger had a passionate affair with David 
Bowie. Norman says this is “a rumour”, 
Jagger denies it; Anderson asserts it to 

Though Jagger has been called a 
ruthless sexual predator he has 
also been spoken of as kind and an 
affectionate and dutiful father 
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be fact. So the jury is out. 
Though Jagger has been called a 

ruthless sexual predator he has also 
been spoken of as kind and an affec-
tionate and dutiful father. Regardless 
of his own character, Jagger must face 
constant sensual temptation. That it 
can be withstood is evidenced by the 
life of drummer Charlie Watts who 
remains faithful to his wife. Then there 
is the celibate Sir Cliff Richard.

If we can, as it were, set aside the 
question of Jagger’s blatant sexuality 
and unfaithfulness, two important 
things in his life have been an early 
love of blues and his meeting with 
Keith Richards. Song after mutual 
song has had a bluesy flavour. Jagger 
was in awe of leading blues players like 
Willie Dixon, Buddy Guy, B.B. King 
and Muddy Waters and was thrilled by 
their friendly attitude towards him, the 
English Johnny-come-lately.

Jagger and Richards first met on a 
school ground when they were seven 
and discussed guitars. But it was not 
until they re-met in their late teens 
that the relationship we know today 
took off. It has often been stormy. 
When asked why do you keep bitch-
ing with Jagger, Richards replied, “Ask 
the bitch.” In another well-known 
incident, the usually urbane Charlie 
Watts punched Jagger twice because he 
referred to him as “his drummer”. 

One of the darkest public moments 
for the Stones was the murder of an 
audience member by the Hell’s Angels 
at the Altamont concert; Jagger was 
blamed for hiring the Hell’s Angels 
but Norman informs us they were 
hired by the Grateful Dead who left 
without playing. Jagger tried to restore 
peace and kept the concert going. It 
can be argued Jagger acquitted himself 
well but according to Wikipedia, it 
was revealed that the Hell’s Angels 
launched an unsuccessful attack to kill 
Jagger in retaliation for his badmouth-
ing them; according to Norman, the 
threat never amounted to more than 
fear. Once more, take your pick.

It is never any surprise when a pop 
star lives a dissolute and even destruc-
tive life but is not a necessary con-
sequence of fame. I have enjoyed the 
Stones’ music over the years but have 
no desire to emulate their life style.

A HOLOGRAM  
FOR THE KING 
Dave Eggers
Hamish Hamilton, $37.00
Saudi Arabia? Money, money and more 
money. But also, like Dubai and other 
countries of the region, eager to build 
new, glittering and stupendous cities. 
King Abdullah Economic City is the 
new mirage about to materialise on the 
white desert sands. Failed businessman 
Alan Clay, a tired man in his mid 50s, 
haunted by the defeats of the past, has 
the task of proving to the King that he 
can enjoy a holographic conference. In 
Clay’s fevered imagination the clinched 
IT deal will mean Reliant, his large 
company, will provide “data transport, 
videos, phones, networked transpor-
tation, RFID tagging for shipping 
containers, technology in the hospitals, 
schools, courtrooms.”

What he and his small team need is 
the opportunity to perform a demon-
stration before the rich King Abdullah, 
but it seems the capricious monarch 
seldom visits the embryonic city – only 
three buildings so far – and even his 
lackeys prove elusive. Meanwhile Clay 
waits in an over heated tent with no 
reliable wi-fi connection. The frus-
trated Clay, at times reminiscent of 
Willy Loman of Death of A Salesman, 
spends his time getting drunk, per-
petrating disastrous self surgery on a 
benign lump on his neck and writ-
ing a series of non-sendable letters to 
his daughter Kit while brooding over 
why his former bicycle business went 
broke. His father via phone laments 
that America doesn’t even build its 
bridges any more. They are made in 
China. And so is just about everything 
else including blast-resistant glass for 
the new World Trade Center. Made in 
China! Not in America! So guys like 
Clay who was once a successful Fuller 
brush salesman sadly reflect that his 
young colleagues don’t know anything 

about selling actual objects to actual 
people anymore – they live in an 
entirely electronic world. Nonetheless, 
that virtual world still needs a good 
wi-fi connection and the right people 
to watch their presentation. 

The novel is also reminiscent Wait-
ing for Godot and The Castle by Franz 
Kafka – the goal ever beckons but is 
never obtained. Like someone trapped 
in a maze, the eternal effort to reach 
the goal only entices all the more. A 
Hologram for the King is written in a 
simple direct vivid style that gives the 
illusion – holographic? – that Clay’s 
frustrations are actually happening to 
the reader. It is a marvellous allegory 
of today’s world – mocking us with the 
fact that the easier we seem to be able 
to communicate, the harder it turns 
out to be. A paradise of immediacy 
turns out to be a limbo of delay. I am 
sure everyone who has waited for that 
necessary return phone call or email 
can identify with Alan Clay’s mournful 
ordeal. Let’s hope those who keep us 
waiting read this book and mend their 
ways. A forlorn hope, I fear.

It is a marvellous allegory of today’s world 
– mocking us with the fact that the easier 
we seem to be able to communicate, the 
harder it turns out to be
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movies by rene rodriguez & betsy sharkey

O z the Great and Powerful is 
an oppressive, bloated bore, 
the latest argument that CGI 

kills the imaginations of talented 
filmmakers. 

Sadly, Sam Raimi has succumbed 
to the temptation of directing a movie 
that was made primarily on computers. 
A prequel (and sort of a remake) to the 
perennial 1939 classic The Wizard of Oz, 
the new film reveals how Oscar (James 
Franco), a carnival magician and huck-
ster from 1905 Kansas, wound up as the 
all-powerful wizard of a magical realm.

Raimi pays homage to the original by 
shooting the first 20 minutes in black 
and white and a square (1:33 Academy 
ratio) frame. The opening raises your 
hopes, because it was shot on beautifully 
designed practical sets that feel tactile 
and lived-in. But then Oscar makes 
a hasty exit on a hot air balloon, is 
whisked away by a tornado to a faraway 
land, and the film turns into blazing 
colour and a widescreen ratio, and the 
life begins to seep out of the movie.

There are parts of Oz the Great 
and Powerful that seem to have been 
included for an intended ride at a Dis-

ney park, such as a vertigo-inducing 
plunge over a waterfall. Other elements 
in the film were obviously conceived to 
sell toys, such as a winged monkey who 
becomes Oscar’s servant or a living 
porcelain doll who is an orphan and 
takes to Oscar like a father.

Franco fares badly when he’s forced to 
hold conversations with characters who 
aren’t really there: He looks as bored 
and distracted as he did when he hosted 
the Oscars, and he relies too much on a 
wide grin that makes him look manic 
instead of charming (imagine what 
Robert Downey Jr. could have done 
with this role). Things don’t get any 
better when Oscar meets actual people, 
either. Mila Kunis (as a gentle witch), 
Rachel Weisz (as her conniving sister) 
and Michelle Williams (as Glinda the 
Good Witch) are all talented actresses, 
but they come off as disengaged as 
Franco, because most of the film was 
shot on green screen, and the leading 
man doesn’t give them much to play off 
from (Williams, who plays Glinda as a 
passive, soft-spoken willow of a woman, 
fares particularly badly).

Visually, Oz the Great and Power-

ful is stunning (especially in 3-D). The 
Emerald City looks like Gotham lit 
in green neon, the villainous flying 
baboons are appropriately scary, and 
a shot in which the red leaves on a 
tree suddenly fly away as butterflies is 
lovely. But Raimi gets so wrapped up in 
the look and design of the movie that 
he forgets about pacing and plot. The 
story lumbers along, spending way too 
much time admiring its own creations, 
and at 130 minutes, your eyes start to 
hurt and the film starts to feel endless.

Children will undoubtedly love Oz the 
Great and Powerful: The movie is aimed 
squarely at the kiddie set, with some hip 
actors thrown in to hopefully draw in 
teenagers, too. But unlike the original, 
this movie will not endure. It will be as 
quickly forgotten as Burton’s Alice in 
Wonderland, which was a massive hit 
worldwide but left no cultural imprint. 

The saddest part about the film’s 
failure is that Raimi made his first 
movie, 1981’s The Evil Dead, with 
practically no money, using ingenuity 
and resourcefulness to create a horror 
classic that spawned two sequels (and 
has now been remade). Even his Spider-
Man trilogy, although heavy on special 
effects, always kept the characters at 
the forefront. In “Oz the Great and 
Powerful,” which cost a reported $200 
million, Raimi forgets everything that 
made his best movies work (“A Simple 
Plan,” “Drag Me to Hell,” “The Gift,” 
“Army of Darkness”) and has made a 
lifeless cartoon that’s all flash, no heart.

OZ THE GREAT  
AND POWERFUL
Cast: James Franco, Mila Kunis, 
Rachel Weisz, Michelle Williams
Directed by: Sam Raimi.
Running time: 130 minutes. 
Rating: PG
G 

Oz bloated, boring
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Oz bloated, boring

T he scene is a devastated Japan, 
August 1945, as Emperor, the 
new historical drama starring 

Matthew Fox and Tommy Lee Jones, 
begins. Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
are little more than smoking rubble 
and stone-faced survivors. Emperor 
Hirohito has officially surrendered but 
remains protected behind palace walls.

Into the morass strides World War II 
hero Gen. Douglas MacArthur (Jones). 
He has exactly 10 days to decide 
whether to put the emperor on trial 
for war crimes and a cultural expert in 
Gen. Bonner Fellers (Fox) at his side to 
run the assessment.

If we can trust history, MacArthur 
made the right call – Hirohito was 
exonerated and a reconstructed Japan 
became an international powerhouse. 
Regrettably, Emperor does not match 
MacArthur’s vigor, or mine his legacy. 
Instead, the movie is Fellers’ tale and 
dryly told.

I’d be tempted to say director Peter 
Webber’s film feels rather like typi-
cal History channel cannon fodder if 
not for the cable mainstay’s smash-
ing success last year with Hatfields 
& McCoys. Yet for any number of 
reasons, the movie does play ever so 
small, failing to command that larger-
than-life screen on which it sits so 
uncomfortably.

The first of the film’s missteps is that 
Fox, charismatic for so many years on 
Lost, is turned into a tin soldier unable 
to carry the weight of the entire film. 
At his makeshift Tokyo office, Fell-
ers is just so much saluting and “Yes, 
sir-ing.” The scholar/military man only 
comes to life when he’s slipping off to 
search for his lost love. Did I mention 
Emperor is also a love story?

This is slip-up number two. The film-
makers chose to amp up historical fact 
with fanciful romantic fiction, as if the 
reality of the times weren’t enough. It’s 
not necessarily a fatal choice, but there 
is a reason a movie like Casablanca is 
considered a classic – its heady blend of 
war, love and the greater good hitting 
all the right notes. In Emperor, the 
disparate pieces never quite fit.

The love story, however, is when the 
movie is most compelling. Aya Shi-
mada (Eriko Hatsune) is the Japanese 
schoolteacher the future general fell for 

in college and followed back to Japan, 
only to be separated as the country 
took Germany’s side. Now he’s desper-
ate to find out whether she’s survived. 
As forced as that might sound, Fox 
finally relaxes around the spirited 
Hatsune as they pretty up the gauzy 
flashbacks juxtaposed with post-war 
wreckage, all captured by director of 
photography Stuart Dryburgh.

Webber, who did such an effec-
tive job of holding things together 
for 2003’s Girl With a Pearl Earring, 
another quasi-historical drama-
romance, seems completely out of sync 
with Emperor. The war crimes and 
romance stories theoretically run on 
parallel tracks, but the overall pacing is 
ragged and the dialogue frequently out 
of step with the characters we’ve met.

Which brings us to the crux of the 
problem – the screenplay. Apparently it 
was a tag-team effort starting with David 
Klass (Desperate Measures), then later 
picked up by Vera Blasi (Woman on Top).

Since the movie also hopes to do 
justice to the essential spirit of Japan, 

it must take Fellers out into the field. 
A local dive bar becomes the most 
frequent bridge between his paperwork 
and his memories of, or search for, Aya, 
who in turn represents the film’s cul-
tural connection. It can be a bit clumsy 
at times, but it gets us there.

Back at headquarters Jones, whose 
recent turn in Lincoln earned him an 
Oscar nomination, is unexpectedly 
charming as MacArthur. The actor 
milks the general’s favorite stance – 
chest out, hands gripping his waist, 
elbows askew, wide grin, photogra-
phers snapping away. The moments are 
short-lived though, the general only a 
fringe player – but then so is any real 
sense of history.

EMPEROR
Cast: Tommy Lee Jones,  
Matthew Fox, Eriko Hatsune, 
Kaori Momoi
Directed by: Peter Webber
Running time: 106 minutes
Rating: PG-13 for violence
GG

The war crimes and romance stories 
theoretically run on parallel tracks, but 
the overall pacing is ragged and the 
dialogue frequently out of step with the 
characters we’ve met
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Amy Brooke

Is it in truth in all these respects? The 
fine British columnist Bernard Levin, 
visiting here in the ’90s, also reminded 
us that “the atrophy of moral judg-
ment is a characteristic disease of our 
times – the inability to see evil, and the 
willingness to condone it”.

Condoning it we are, when we 
let bullying individuals or minor-
ity groups inflict their agenda on a 
public, because too many today, who 
should know better, are loathe to 
contribute to what individuals have 
a moral obligation to do – oppose 
things they know very well are wrong. 
Many New Zealanders are now too 
intimidated to speak out on one 
major issue, for example, that they 
instinctively know is destructive – the 
concept of homosexual “marriage”. 
Nor has their repugnance at this 
socially damaging proposal anything 
to do with “homophobia”- a bully-
ing term designed to inhibit debate. 
While loving relationships and strong 
friendships have always understand-

ably existed between members of the 
same sex, the rectal penetration of one 
male by another, and, correspondingly, 
women forming physical relations with 
other women, are indisputably biologi-
cally unnatural acts.

The consequences of the State inter-
fering with the freedom of individu-
als within the privacy of their own 
premises are pernicious. However, 
attempting to force society’s approval 
of acts many instinctively find distaste-
ful by making political capital out of 
claimed “discrimination” – demanding 
that the State give its official blessing to 
what must be private choices only – is 
no justification for attempting to hijack 
marriage by bullying our legislators. 
Concerned New Zealanders do not 
wish to legislate against homosexuality 
– but do not find it acceptable for the 
State to legislate for it. It is not appro-
priate for the State to now aim to do so.

Worse even, that the schools are being 
used in a pernicious crusade antago-
nistic to the values of parents whose 

children are now indoctrinated in the 
agenda of various minority groups 
aiming to undermine parental teach-
ing. Gay and lesbian teachers are now 
openly recruiting. The growing number 
being ousted for sexually preying on 
their pupils is bad enough. Equally so 
are valueless classes of “sex education” 
– distasteful, disturbing, even shocking 
to many children, additionally let down 
by the extraordinarily ill-considered 
practice of schools now running Queers 
and Straights “support groups”. The 
potentially damaging consequences to 
many adolescents at this stage of their 
lives, when having a crush on someone 
of the same sex is perfectly normal (in 
most cases happily left behind…but not 
when they are vulnerable and pounced 
upon to be recruited) should have par-
ents up in arms. 

Children are indeed now targets. 
However, equally pernicious is that 
those who even question this more 
than problematic push to destabilise 
society’s traditional values of support 
for the family unit – father, mother 
and children – are undergoing quite 
vicious attacks from gay activists. The 
constant call for “tolerance” for their 
own agenda, what many regard as 
manipulative propaganda, socially and 
morally destabilising in its conse-
quences – comes from highly bullying 
minorities which extend no tolerance 
at all to those concerned about the lit-
tle-emphasized consequences of their 

When Alexander Solzhenitsyn concluded the West has gone soft, I don’t recall anyone 
contesting this. Is it our directions? Our way of life? Our standards and values? Our codes 
of morality? Or that so few now stand up to be counted on the issues of the day?

Other bullying minorities? Foremost must 
be any government constantly passing 

laws. No law should be passed unless it is 
genuinely necessary. Legislating for gay 

marriage does not fit this criterion 

The growing cult of bullying
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advocacies. As black American writer 
Thomas Sowell has warned us, minori-
ties can bully and oppress majorities. 
And so these are.

Other bullying minorities? Foremost 
must be any government constantly 
passing laws. No law should be passed 
unless it is genuinely necessary. Leg-
islating for gay marriage does not fit 
this criterion. Moreover, it will bring 
unforeseen spin-offs…teachers forced 
to teach children material they find 
morally repugnant; the push for gay 
males to adopt children, including 
young boys; the baying of “discrimina-
tion” against those who do not want 
sexually promiscuous adults in charge 
of their children; do not want unisex 
public restrooms where a young girl 
can encounter males issuing from 
toilet cubicles …or males sharing with 
women changing clothes, freshening 
make-up. Disruptive and destructive 
consequences are now snowballing 
abroad as a result of the soft-think 
about which Solzhenitsyn warned us.

Bullying? The aggressive Maori 
supremacy movement today includes 
historically inaccurate “facts” being 
pushed at us everywhere. The govern-
ment dominates our schools through a 
basically neo-Marxist education minis-
try leading a succession of ministers by 
the nose, including the gullible Hekia 
Parata, mouthpiece for the jargonised 
“wrap-around” policies designed to 
destroy Nelson’s Salisbury School. Its 
intention? To force vulnerable girls, 
many already emotionally and/or 
physically abused, to move elsewhere 
and cohabit with equally damaged 
young males. Unintelligent is too kind 
a word for such basically destructive 
planning – especially when control 
of admissions has removed from the 
authority of the school and parents to 
the ministry. Of course.

Media bullying also now rears its 
head, with reporters being encouraged 
to forget objectivity, on the grounds 
that they are entitled to their own 
opinions. However, no opinion is 
worth much unless based on careful 
scrutiny of facts. The now only too 
common shoot-from-the-lip journal-
ism, allied to a level of crudity from 
columnists unacceptable, for good 
reason, a generation ago, had its field 

day recently. The almost hysterical 
media mob flaying of MP Richard 
Prosser for his thoughtless throwaway 
comment about Islam – (in which he 
targeted what has been well described 
as basically a terrorist movement mas-
querading as a religion) – turned into a 
bullying witch-hunt. 

Prominent commentators opposing 
Islamic bullying, such as Geert Wilders 
and Lars Hedegarard, founder of Den-
mark’s Free Press Society, risk actual 
assassination for doing so. 

Pounced upon with a lack of restraint 
which seemed to be as much involved 
with the fact that it was in an Investi-
gate column that Prosser insufficiently 
distinguished between good, peace-
ful Muslim people the world over, and 
the aggressive infiltration of Western 
democracies by a fanatical and destruc-
tive Islam, oppressive and cruel towards 
its own women – several columnists 
took the opportunity to snipe at editor 
Ian Wishart. But then, given the usual 
tendency towards peer envy by those 
whose supposed investigative journalism 
is too often lazy, and underinformed – 
and Wishart’s reputation as the coun-
try’s top investigative journalist – should 
we be surprised by the attack by such 
arbiters of style as the often crude Dave 
Armstrong, plus Rosemary McLeod, 
Vernon Small, the selective Tracy Wat-
kins, the snide Steve Braunias and others 
aiming unpleasant barbs predictably 

withheld from those disparaging Chris-
tianity – Islam’s nemesis? The superior-
ity of the religion which calls to treat 
others with as much goodwill as one 
would hope extended to oneself beats 
Death to the Infidel hands down. Yet Joe 
Bennett, in his dourly clever but fairly 
typical “lardy-arsed” column, described 
Christ as “spawned”...a studiedly deroga-
tory term, not only inexcusable, but 
intellectually bereft.

The Dominion Post, naturally, 
decided not to publish a correspondent 
pointing this out…After all, a Virgin 
Mary statue can insultingly end up 
with a condom pulled over its head…
or a plastic crucified Christ exhibited 
overseas within a container of the 
photographer’s urine – among other 
deliberate insults offered to Christian-
ity – while our journalists are being 
”tolerant”. However, this has very dam-
agingly become a one-way street.

[Amy Brooke is the author of the 
new book The 100 Days: Claiming Back 
New Zealand]
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God made me do it

Matt Flannagan

Randal Rauser responded to Harris’ 
contention noting that “if you read 
through the twenty traits on the Psy-
chopath Checklist you’ll find quali-
ties like callousness, shallow effect, 
grandiose sense of self-worth, and lack 
of empathy. But you won’t find adher-
ence to a divine command theory of 
meta-ethics among them.” Christopher 
Hallquist rejoins:

“I almost have a hard time believing 
Randal is serious here. When he talks 
about “adherence to a divine command 
theory of meta-ethics,” what he means 
is believing that blowing up a bus full of 
children is right if that’s what God told 
you to do. That may not be explicitly 
listed in the Psychopath Checklist, 
but neither are things like actually 
blowing up a bus full of children. And 
being willing to approve of such an act 
just because you think God approves 
certainly sounds like something that 

would require a shocking degree of cal-
lousness and lack of empathy.”

I plan to address Harris’ original 
charge in a future post. Here I will limit 
my comments to Hallquist’s defence 
of it. Hallquist suggests that a divine 
command theory (DCT) is psycho-
pathic for two reasons. First, a DCT 
entails the following conditional: If 
God commands you to blow up a bus 
full of children then you are required to 
blow up a bus full of children. Second, 
accepting the truth of this conditional 
requires a “shocking degree of callous-
ness and lack of empathy” possessing 
such callousness and lack of empathy is, 
a of course, a psychopathic trait.

Hallquist has considerable confi-
dence in these arguments. So much 
so he finds it hard to believe Randal’s 
denial of his conclusion is serious. Note 
also the rhetorical tactics he uses. The 
picture of people up blowing up buses 

full of children brings immediately 
to pictures of terrorism, sometimes 
terrorist activities are done for reli-
gious motivations, and since 9/11 there 
has been considerable fear and angst 
about terrorist acts of this sort. Hence, 
Hallquist taps deep into people’s fears. 
Moreover, a long meta-narrative going 
back to the enlightenment contends 
religion causes wars, is the source of 
violence and so on, whether that nar-
rative is historically accurate or not 
is a matter of considerable dispute. 
However, prejudices of this sort are 
widely believed and raw in a post 9/11 
environment. The fact a position reso-
nates with people’s fears, emotions and 
prejudices, however, does not excuse 
us from asking whether it is true or 
rationally defensible. In this case I 
think a little reflection shows it is not. 
Hallquist’s argument is unsound and, 
in fact, incoherent. Hallquist’s bravado 
is therefore strongly misplaced.

Let us turn to Hallquist’s first prem-
ise. A DCT entails the conditional: If 
God commands you to blow up a bus 
full of children then you are required 
to blow up a bus full of children. This 
conditional is indeed an implication of 
divine command theories. Undoubt-
edly that sounds shocking at first but 
note two important points which Hal-
lquist skims over:

First, this is a conditional or hypo-
thetical statement; it states that if God 
commanded blowing up buses then 

There has been some interesting debate in the blogosphere over Sam Harris’ 
contention that a divine command theory of ethics manifests “a psychopathic and 
psychotic moral attitude.”

If it is psychopathic to claim that blowing up 
a bus could be permissible even if a perfectly 
rational, loving, just and omniscient person 

commands it, then it must be absurd that 
blowing up a bus could be obligatory if it’s 

required by reason, compatible with virtue, 
or maximizes happiness

http://randalrauser.com/2013/01/did-william-lane-craig-smear-sam-harris-a-response-to-chris-hallquist/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/hallq/2013/01/reply-to-randal-rauser-on-craig-and-harris/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/hallq/2013/01/reply-to-randal-rauser-on-craig-and-harris/
http://www.mandm.org.nz/2011/06/contra-mundum-religion-and-violence.html
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blowing up buses would be morally 
obligatory. Nothing about this condi-
tional entails that God actually ever 
does, or even could, command such 
a thing, nor does it entail one is ever 
rationally justified in believing that he 
does. It simply states that if this situa-
tion occurred then the action would be 
permissible. It’s a well-known point in 
logic that a person can affirm that one 
thing would be true if a certain situa-
tion occurred without being commit-
ted to claiming it ever occurs. It would 
be true for example that if I had never 
been born then I would not be writing 
this post right now, that does not mean 
I believe I was never born.

Second, DCT entails that blowing 
up buses is morally obligatory onlyif 
God commands them. In the context 
of which these theories are discussed, 
God is understood as an omniscient, 
omnipotent, morally perfect person 
who created and sustains the universe. 
To say God is morally perfect is to say 
he possess certain character traits such 
as being loving, just, impartial, etc; and 
that he possesses these traits in all pos-
sible worlds in which he exists.

So what a DCT entails is that blow-
ing up a bus of children is right only 
under hypothetical conditions, which 
may well be impossible, where a person 
who was fully informed, rational, lov-
ing, just, and impartial would know-
ingly endorse the action. It’s under 
those circumstances and only under 
these that a divine command theory 
entails such acts would be permissible.

Notice also the hypothetical is one 
where God actually issues the command; 
the action is actually endorsed by away 
fully informed, rational, loving, just, and 
impartial person. It’s not a hypothetical 
situation where someone claims falsely 
or mistakenly that God did so.

Having clarified the relevant condi-
tional we can now turn to Hallquist’s 
second premise. Hallquist contends 
that accepting this conditional requires 
“a shocking degree of callousness and 
lack of empathy,” but this is clearly 
false. What is being envisaged is not 
that it’s permissible to blow up buses 
per se but rather the blowing up of 
buses under certain hypothetical situ-
ations: where it is not unloving, not 
unjust, not based on false information, 

and not irrational. The circumstances 
are such where an impartial, compas-
sionate person would knowingly, after 
a fully rational consideration of the 
facts, endorse killing. These are fairly 
clearly not circumstances where one 
could support the action only if they 
lacked empathy. By definition they are 
cases where impartial emphatic con-
cern mandates the action.

Consequently, Hallquist’s second 
premise is incoherent. It affirms that only 
a person who lacked empathy and was 
callous could accept killing in circum-
stances where a fully loving impartial 
person, (i.e. one who was empathetic) 
has in fact endorsed it. Far from being a 
cogent argument, this is a contradiction.

As a final problem Hallquist’s argu-
ment appears to entail not just that a 
DCT is psychopathic but that every 
substantive meta-ethical theory is 
psychopathic, including all known 
secular meta-ethical theories. Consider 
the structure of Hallquist’s argument. 
He notes a DCT entails the condi-
tional that if God commands torturing 
people as much as possible then it is 
obligatory to do so. The problem is that 
an analogous line of reasoning applies 
to any ethical theory.

Consider utilitarianism: the theory 
that an action is obligatory if it 
maximizes happiness and good. It 
follows from this that if blowing up 
a bus maximizes happiness, blowing 
up buses is obligatory. Similar things 
apply with Kantianism: the view that 
an action is obligatory if and only if it 
is categorically prescribed by reason. 
It follows that if blowing up a bus is 
categorically prescribed by reason 
then it is obligatory to blow up a bus. 
The same is true with virtue ethics, 
the view that an action is obligatory if 
and only if, it would be performed by 
a virtuous person. It follows that if a 
virtuous person would blow up a bus 
then blowing up a bus is obligatory. I 
maintain the same is true of any meta-
ethical theory. Let P be any property 
one considers to be identical with the 
property of being obligatory. It will 
be true that this meta-ethical theory 
entails that if P is possessed by the 
action blowing up a bus then blowing 
up buses is obligatory.

If it is psychopathic to claim that 

blowing up a bus could be permissible 
even if a perfectly rational, loving, just 
and omniscient person commands it, 
then it must be absurd that blowing up 
a bus could be obligatory if it’s required 
by reason, compatible with virtue, or 
maximizes happiness. So unless one 
wants to declare all meta-ethical theo-
ries as arbitrary, the claim that these 
conditionals are obviously psycho-
pathic needs to be reconsidered.

The moral here is that the mere fact a 
moral theory entails that killing is per-
missible in certain hypothetical situa-
tions does not by itself refute the theory. 
What is needed are further reasons for 
thinking it would be clearly psycho-
pathic to endorse the killing in those 
hypothetical circumstances. This means 
people like Hallquist and Harris must 
show both that it’s possible for a essen-
tially loving and just God to command 
something that only a callous unloving 
person who lacked empathy and could 
endorse. That seems like contradictory 
nonsense. The fact that a contradiction 
resonates with certain fears, cultural 
angst, and fits with a popular meta-
narrative about religious history does 
not make a contradiction true.
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