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There was one brief mention in the 
media that father Edward Livingstone 
had become unstable after a recent 
change in his medication. Then no 
more reference to it. Instead, the media 
fodder was the angle of parents who go 
bad, and breach protection orders.

Well, sure, that had a part to play. 
Livingstone and his ex were clearly at 
odds. But what about the medication?

Ten years ago, Investigate published 
the story “Aropax Nation”, describing 
the horrendous side effects of Paxil, 
Prozac and a range of similar anti-
depressants routinely doled out like 
candy by GPs as instant fix-its.

Suicidal tendencies, homicidal tenden-
cies, vicious mood swings are among the 
dangerous effects of those medications, 
particularly if doses are changed or the 
user is trying to go cold turkey.

In my career as a journalist I have 
covered or witnessed incoming over-
seas coverage of more stories about 
parents killing their children than I 
care to remember. Frequently, mental 
health medication was alleged to have 

Think beyond the headlines
It would be fascinating to know just what role mental health medication played in 
the family murder suicide tragedy that unfolded in Dunedin recently.

It’s about time our authorities put much 
more effort into policing these untouchables 
who produce tainted medicines and tainted 

food. But that’ll never happen. A $3 billion 
fine for a $30 billion swindle is lower than 

the corporate tax rate

Editor

played a large part. Just as frequently, 
authorities quickly swept that angle 
under the mat, while police prosecu-
tors played up the alleged criminal 
intent and played down any suggestion 
of “the drugs made me do it”.

But here’s how one woman described 
six weeks on Aropax:

“Climbing the walls, fighting the 
urge to kill yourself, fighting the urge 
to kill somebody else, feeling nauseous 
with the most horrific dreams I’ve ever 
experienced in my life.”

What was going through Edward 
Livingstone’s head when he used a 
shotgun to open fire on his two pre-
cious children asleep in their beds, 
aged nine and six? 

To some extent, the mental health 
industry are today’s version of wild 
west snake oil salesmen. The global 
pharmaceutical giants who control 
medication of the entire planet make 
billions every time a new disorder is 
diagnosed and their drugs are chosen 
to treat it.

You might think, because you trust 

your doctor, that these medications 
have been properly tested for safety and 
side effects. Your doctor might think, 
because he or she trusts the peer-
reviewed science that their entire pro-
fession rests on, the same thing. Sadly, 
both you and your doctor might be 
mugs if you believe the pharmaceutical 
giants have your best interests at heart.

In the past three years, the big 
drug makers have been fined liter-
ally billions of dollars for faking test 
data, selling unsafe medications and 
skewing safety trials, among other 
things. But the profits they made from 
their crimes far exceeded, often by a 
multiple of ten, the billions in fines that 
were imposed.

It’s about time our authorities put 
much more effort into policing these 
untouchables who produce tainted 
medicines and tainted food. But that’ll 
never happen. A $3 billion fine for a 
$30 billion swindle is lower than the 
corporate tax rate. The big boys will 
keep paying their dues, and timebombs 
caused by faulty medications will keep 
exploding in the community, and we 
will all go ‘tut-tut’ – there’s another 
bad parent for you.

Think beyond the headlines. That’s 
my tip for 2014.
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BREAKING SILENCE
I have just finished reading your 
book and am filled with such shame 
and sadness, that I was one of those 
members of the public, who judged 
and criticised Macsyna King!

My mum who has just retired 
from CYFS, ignored everybody 
years ago and purchased your book. 
She has often said I should read 
it. I honestly had no desire to, as I 
had condemned and judged. How 
wrong I was.

I have just arrived on holiday here, 
picked up the book and put it down 
last night when I had finished it. 
Tears, shame, and such sadness, for 
the persecution of a woman, who 
never got to be a child herself! Such 
an awful life. 

For a girl who had been abused 
most of her young life, I think she 
deserves a medal for the fact that 
she tried to raise her children well, 
and when she couldn’t she let them 
go, now that’s a good parent!

Her letter to Chris broke my heart. 
All those unanswered questions, the 
unveiling without her, why would 
that man think that he could gain 
custody of Shane? 

I think it’s shameful that he now 
has 2 children and is hiding behind 
the church.

But more than anything, I would 
like to apologise to Macsyna for 
believing the media. I am so sorry. I 
wish her peace and love.

Donna (name supplied), Via email

TOTALITARIA 
Congratulations on your coming 
out with the Truth. I clicked on to 
your ‘Coast to Coast’ interview and 
saw it was lengthy, so I turned it up 
and wrapped Christmas gifts while 
I listened.

It was not, ‘news,’ to me, as I’ve 
waited for this since I was 10 – 12 
years old. (I’m now 66.)

I just want to say – You are very 
brave – and thanks.

Nell Somervell, Via email

AMERICAN IMPACT
Went to Amazon.com to order COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

Totalitaria, but it’s not available 
there, only from other outlets. 

After your incredible interview on 
with George Noory on Coast, there 
will be lots of orders. Hope you can 
find a way to solve this problem.

Do you know Daniel Hannan, 
UK representative to the European 
Parliament?

You two should get together! You 
seem to be on the same wavelength.

Thank you for your work to 
inform the masses as to the lurking 
threat of Globalism.

Roger Newcomb

Austin, Texas

AND FROM CANADA
Great read Ian. You have brought the 
grand business plan (that is what 
the Masons call it, as opposed to a 
conspiracy) together in one conve-
nient locale. The solution is depro-
gramming the frighteningly suc-
cessful emotional psychic driving 
(through media and entertainment) 
and cerebral programming (through 
education and religion) which has 
enslaved the minds of us willing 
fools and our unfortunate offspring. 
As the ruling elite love to point out 
while exuding smugness, “It was all 
there for you to see, however, it was 
hidden in plain sight”.

Jim Rogers,

Ontario

WHAT ABOUT BITCOIN?
I thoroughly enjoyed your interview 
on Coast to Coast the other evening. 
I have sent it round to several people 
encouraging them to listen.

I have one question that I would 
like to ask you. I’m sure you’re aware 
of the newest and latest fury and 
debates over cryptocurrencies (Bit-
coin especially). Can you give me 
your opinion re this heavily pro-
moted digital currency? 

As one of the goals of the NWO is 
a digital one world cashless society, 
I cannot help but wonder if thou-
sands of people are not walking 
directly into their trap. As we know, 
they are as clever as they are evil. 
If you even broach this possibil-
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Communiques

Poetry

That road ahead
My people, too,
were wanderers, travellers.
I feel this in you,
that restlessly
you long to be
elsewhere, moving,
longing to be free,
so very ignorant
that freedom is illusory.

That road ahead
is empty, trod alone.
But just one other there
and side by side
another to learn from
to guide,
a child calling you home?

Ah, too late for me
with promises I did not keep.
What of the price of being free?

Jenifer Foster

ity with Bitcoin promoters you are 
heavily and quickly censored. 

Bitcoin has now become the 
external savior that we have all been 
warned against. Bitcoin will save the 
world by circumventing those nasty 
central banksters. I don’t know if 
you’re familiar with Cliff High (Web-
Bot project), but he along with Max 
Keiser are among several who are 
busily promoting this relatively new 
currency; they both have quite a 
large following. 

I believe that one must question 
everything so I would greatly appre-
ciate your opinion re this “wonder-
ful” new money.

Susan Johnston,

United States

EDUCATIONAL FAILURE
In your latest (Dec/Jan) edition 
Amy Brooke makes a valid point 
that parents and grandparents have 
been remiss in not taking a more 
active role in combating the adverse 
dumbing down curriculum changes 
in our schools and the imposition of 
left wing ideology. Our children are 
not being taught properly.

Older readers will no doubt 
remember their own schooling 
where important Maths, Lan-
guage and Reading skills we taught 
by teachers with larger classes 
and fewer resources. I’m sure 
two important aspects were that 
the authority of the teacher was 
respected and standards of behav-
iour were actually enforced.

In my own early teaching time 
good teachers were left alone to 
get on with the job without undue 
interference by the Principal and 
certainly without the barrage of 
ideological claptrap emanating from 
Wellington.

The left wing ideologues and 
teachers’ unions trumpet our “world 
class” system of education but take a 
different approach when the issues 
of school choice and Direct Democ-
racy are discussed. In these mat-
ters it’s our wise politicians and the 
gifted self appointed education elite 
who should make the decisions.

Our politicians are not 
listening to us. We have 
become tax paying ten-
ants in our own coun-
try. I suggest that citi-
zens and parents move 
in three directions:

1. If you have chil-
dren at a State school 
demand an outline of 
learning objectives 
which will be covered 
for that year in your 
child’s class. Make it 
clear to your Board of Trustees that 
you want them to represent you 
when and if yet another ideological 
program is being introduced.

2. Demand school choice where 
the funding follows the child. Make 
this a condition for your vote and if 
necessary put up an Independent 
candidate for Parliament if there is 
no other option.

3. Likewise demand progress 
towards Direct Democracy so that 
citizens have a counterpoint to the 
self serving decisions of politicians 
who are laughingly supposed to 
represent us. If you are not famil-
iar with the concept I suggest you 
study the Swiss model on Google 
and on Amy Brooke’s website.

Sleepers awake! Nothing better 
is going to happen unless you take 
an interest and start taking political 
action. New Zealand belongs to all 
of us and it’s about time our hands 
were able to put some pressure on 
the steering wheel.

Denis J. McCarthy,

Invercargill

TOTAL REVELATION
I really enjoyed this book – a real 
eye-opener for me. But it seems 
to fit well with the end-times 
prophecies.

I have long wondered what kind of 
end-times religion could open the 
door for the antichrist who Paul says 
“opposes and exalts himself above 
every so-called god or object of wor-
ship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, displaying himself as 
being God” (2 Thes 2:3-4). The New 

Age religion (for want 
of a simple title) fits the 
bill, being a melting 
pot of many old, false 
religions dressed up in 
modern garb. I wonder 
how Islam will fit into 
this mix? 

The imagery of Daniel 
and Revelation suggests 
that the antichrist will 
arise amidst a ten-
nation confederation, 
overthrowing three of 

them to become its head. I wonder 
if this coalition might be the G8 + 
EU + one other not yet joined. Have 
you done any research on the G8/
EU alliance and its relationship with 
the UN? 

I checked out the 100 Days web-
site, but I think it will be a hard sell 
to convince New Zealanders to 
adopt such a radical change. I have 
a similar idea, but less extreme, and 
possibly just as effective. 

Bruce Fulford, Via email
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Here are two jokes one can no longer 
tell on American television. But you 
can still find them in the archives, out 
on the edge of town, in Sub-Basement 
Level 12 of the ever-expanding Smith-
sonian Mausoleum of the Unsayable. 
First, Bob Hope, touring the world in 
the year or so after the passage of the 
1975 Consenting Adult Sex Bill:

“I’ve just flown in from California, 
where they’ve made homosexuality 
legal. I thought I’d get out before they 
make it compulsory.”

For Hope, this was an oddly pro-
found gag, discerning even at the dawn 
of the Age of Tolerance that there was 
something inherently coercive about 
the enterprise. Soon it would be insuf-
ficient merely to be “tolerant” – warily 
accepting, blithely indifferent, mildly 
amused, tepidly supportive, according 
to taste. The forces of “tolerance” would 
become intolerant of anything less than 
full-blown celebratory approval.

Second joke from the archives: Dean 
Martin and Frank Sinatra kept this one 
in the act for a quarter-century. On 
stage, Dino used to have a bit of busi-

ness where he’d refill his tumbler and 
ask Frank, “How do you make a fruit 
cordial?” And Sinatra would respond, 
“I dunno. How do you make a fruit 
cordial?” And Dean would say, “Be 
nice to him.”

But no matter how nice you are, it’s 
never enough. Duck Dynasty’s Phil 
Robertson, in his career-detonating 
interview with GQ, gave a rather 
thoughtful vernacular exegesis of the 
Bible’s line on sin, while carefully 
insisting that he and other Christians 
are obligated to love all sinners and 
leave it to the Almighty to adjudicate 
the competing charms of drunkards, 
fornicators, and homosexuals. Never-
theless, GLAAD – “the gatekeepers of 
politically correct gayness” as the (gay) 
novelist Bret Easton Ellis sneered – saw 
their opportunity and seized it. By 
taking out TV’s leading cable star, they 
would teach an important lesson pour 
encourager les autres – that espousing 
conventional Christian morality, even 
off-air, is incompatible with American 
celebrity.

Some of my comrades, who really 

should know better, wonder why, 
instead of insisting Robertson be 
defenestrated, GLAAD wouldn’t rather 
“start a conversation.” But, if you don’t 
need to, why bother? Most Christian 
opponents of gay marriage oppose gay 
marriage; they don’t oppose the right 
of gays to advocate it. Yet thug groups 
like GLAAD increasingly oppose the 
right of Christians even to argue their 
corner. It’s quicker and more effective 
to silence them.

As Christian bakers ordered to 
provide wedding cakes for gay nuptials 
and many others well understand, 
America’s much-vaunted “freedom of 
religion” is dwindling down to some-
thing you can exercise behind closed 
doors in the privacy of your own abode 
or at a specialist venue for those of 
such tastes for an hour or so on Sunday 
morning, but when you enter the 
public square you have to leave your 
faith back home hanging in the closet. 
Yet even this reductive consolation is 
not permitted to Robertson: GLAAD 
spokesgay Wilson Cruz declared 
that “Phil and his family claim to be 
Christian, but Phil’s lies about an 
entire community fly in the face of 
what true Christians believe.” Robert-
son was quoting the New Testament, 
but hey, what do those guys know? In 
today’s America, land of the Obam-
acare Pajama Boy, Jesus is basically 

Mark Steyn

Last month, following the public apology of an English comedian and the arrest of a 
fellow British subject both for making somewhat feeble Mandela gags, I noted that 
supposedly free societies were increasingly perilous places for those who make an 
infelicitous remark. So let’s pick up where we left off:

Everything must be gayed. There must be 
Five-Year Gay Plans for American bakeries, 

and the Christian church, and reality TV

The Age of Intolerance



Feb/March 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 11

Nightshirt Boy, a fey non-judgmental 
dweeb who’s cool with whatever. What 
GLAAD is attempting would be called, 
were it applied to any other identity 
group, “cultural appropriation.”

In the broader sense, it’s totalitarian. 
While American gays were stuffing 
and mounting the duck hunter in their 
trophy room, the Prince of Wales was 
celebrating Advent with Christian 
refugees from the Middle East, and 
noting that the land in which Christ 
and Christianity were born is now the 
region boasting “the lowest concentra-
tion of Christians in the world – just 
four percent of the population.” It will 
be three, and two, and one percent 
soon enough, for there is a totalitarian 
impulse in resurgent Islam – and not 
just in Araby. A few miles from Buck-
ingham Palace, Muslims in London’s 
East End are now sufficiently confident 
to go around warning local shopkeep-
ers to cease selling alcohol. In theory, 
you might still enjoy the right to sell 
beer in Tower Hamlets or be a practic-
ing Christian in Iraq, but in reality not 
so much. The asphyxiating embrace of 
ideological conformity was famously 
captured by Nikolai Krylenko, the Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Justice, in a speech 
to the Soviet Congress of Chess Players 
in 1932, at which he attacked the very 
concept of “the neutrality of chess.” It 
was necessary for chess to be Sovietized 
like everything else. “We must organize 
shock brigades of chess players, and 
begin immediate realization of a Five-
Year Plan for chess,” he declared.  

Six years later, the political winds 
having shifted, Krylenko was executed 
as an enemy of the people. But his 
spirit lives on among the Commis-
sars of Gay Compliance at GLAAD. 
It is not enough to have gay marriage 
for gays. Everything must be gayed. 
There must be Five-Year Gay Plans for 
American bakeries, and the Christian 
church, and reality TV. There must be 
shock brigades of gay duck-hunters 
honking out the party line deep in 
the backwoods of the proletariat. 
Obamacare pajama models, if not yet 
mandatorily gay, can only be dressed 
in tartan onesies and accessorized with 
hot chocolate so as to communicate 
to the Republic’s maidenhood what a 
thankless endeavor heterosexuality is 

in contemporary America.
Look, I’m an effete foreigner who 

likes show tunes. My Broadway book 
was on a list of “Twelve Books Every 
Gay Man Should Read.” Andrew Sul-
livan said my beard was hot. Leon-
ard Bernstein stuck his tongue in 
my mouth (long story). But I’m not 
interested in living in a world where we 
have to tiptoe around on ever thinner 
eggshells. If it’s a choice between hav-
ing celebrity chefs who admit to having 
used the N-word in 1977 (or 1965, or 
1948, or whenever the hell it was) and 
reality-show duck-hunters who quote 
Corinthians and Alec Baldwin bawling 
out some worthless paparazzo who’s 
doorstepping his family with a “homo-
phobic” slur, or having all of them ban-
ished from public life and thousands 
upon millions more too cowed and 
craven to speak lest the same fate befall 
them, I’ll take the former any day.

Because the latter culture would 
be too boring for any self-respecting 
individual to want to live in, even more 
bloody boring than the current TV 
landscape where, aside from occasional 

eruptions of unerotic twerking by sex-
less skanks, every other show seems 
to involve snippy little Pajama Boys 
sitting around snarking at each other 
in the antiseptic eunuch pose that now 
passes for “ironic.” It’s “irony” as the 
last circle of Dante’s cultural drain; it’s 
why every show advertised as “edgy” 
and “transgressive” offers the same 
pitiful combination of attitude and 
impotence as a spayed cat humping.  

Such a pansified culture is going 
nowhere. I hasten to add I don’t mean 
“pansified” in the sense of penetrative 
sex with other men, but in the Sarah 
Silverman sense of “I mean ‘gay’ like 
‘retarded.’” Miss Silverman can get 
away with that kind of talk because 
she’s a Pajama Boy–friendly ironist 
posing as a homophobic disablist. 
Unless, of course, she’s a homophobic 
disablist posing as a Pajama Boy–
friendly ironist. Maybe we should ban 
her just to be on the safe side.

How do you make a fruit cordial?
Be nice to him. Or else.

© 2014 Mark Steyn
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Glaring holes emerging 
in “Climate Change” cult
Newsrooms around the country – usually desperate for any kind of news at this time 
of year – have been treated to an ongoing high farce in the Antarctic, and a steady 
supply of stories about climate scientists stuck in sea ice that wasn’t supposed to be 
there – given that it’s the height of summer. 

David Garrett

Not one but two ships – one of them an 
icebreaker – became mired in Antarctic 
pack ice, and the 72 people on board 
the ship which was first trapped have 
been airlifted to safety by helicopter. 
The ships risked meeting the same fate 
as the wooden ships of some early polar 
explorers –being crushed by the ice.

According to the “experts” none 
of this is supposed to be happening. 
The huge irony is that the first ship to 
become entrapped – the Akademik 
Shokalskiy – was carrying climate 
scientists who intended to retrace 
the steps of Australian polar explorer 
Douglas Mawson 100 years ago. The 
four journalists taken on the trip were 
obviously expected to confirm that the 
sea ice Mawson encountered had all 
gone – as Al Gore claimed last summer 
– and that the ship had no difficulty 
reaching shore and finding sea levels 
having risen. Unfortunately nature 
hadn’t read the script.

The “explanation” given for the Rus-
sian ship’s plight would be hysterical if 
it wasn’t intended to be taken seriously: 
apparently global warming has melted 
a huge iceberg which in turn created 
the sea ice which trapped the ship. This 
is just the latest piece of embarrassed 
“explaining” climate scientists have 
had to do over the past 10 years or so.

Remember when the term “Global 
Warming” was first used? That was the 
original bogey: the earth’s tempera-
ture was inexorably rising, causing 
desertification of formerly temperate 
lands, and allowing tropical fruits to be 
grown – above the new high tide mark 
of course – where before there were 
only apples and pears. The climate of 
southern England would become more 
like Spain, and sunblock and straw 
hats would be essential for a trip to 
Dunedin.

Then there were well publicized 
blizzards and record setting low tem-

peratures over successive seasons, and 
“Global Warming” became the much 
more vague “Climate Change”. We all 
had to learn a new word – “anthropo-
genic”, meaning “caused by man”. This 
new nomenclature emerged along-
side the sinister term “climate change 
denier”. Any person who pointed out 
inconsistencies in the data, or awkward 
facts such as that the mean temperature 
of the earth has not risen since 1997, was 
a “denier”, to be regarded on a par with 
anyone who questions certain widely 
accepted facts about the holocaust cre-
ated by the Nazis in the 1940’s.

Climate change caused by man’s 
emission of greenhouse gases has 
become a belief system with all the 
hallmarks of a cult like Scientology or 
Mormonism. No debate on the shibbo-
leths of the cult are permitted. Pointing 
out that computer models predicting 
temperature or sea level rises have 
proved to be completely wrong is akin 
to challenging the right of the High 
Priests of the new religion to establish 
unquestionable dogma, and exposes 
the unbeliever to charges of heresy at 
the very least.

At worst, “deniers” are accused of 
being coldly indifferent to the fate of 
the inhabitants of low lying countries, 
many of them on our doorstep. Any 
attempt to put the whole issue in per-
spective results in the kind of reaction 

Climate change caused by man’s emission 
of greenhouse gases has become a belief 

system with all the hallmarks of a cult like 
Scientology or Mormonism. No debate on 

the shibboleths of the cult are permitted
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normally meted out to apostates of 
Islam in some hard line Islamic state.

When I stood for ACT in 2008 I 
was given a crash course in “climate 
change” so I wouldn’t embarrass 
myself at any forum where it was a 
topic for discussion. A scientist who 
advised ACT and its candidates told 
me that if all the world’s greenhouse 
gas emissions for a year were equal to 
a two litre jug of milk, New Zealand’s 
contribution to the bottle would be half 
of one drop. I confidently repeated that 
analogy while on the hustings. Never 
once did anyone challenge it, or try to 
claim that New Zealand contributes 
more than the analogy suggests to 
“global warming” or “climate change”, 
or whatever the current term might be.

Conversely, although the “warmists” 
don’t like to acknowledge it, none try 
to deny that China’s rapid building of 
coal burning power stations contrib-
utes vastly more than New Zealand 
ever could to greenhouse gas emis-
sions, farting cows and all. It has been 
suggested that a couple of Chinese 
power stations contributes more annu-
ally to greenhouse gas emissions than 
the whole of New Zealand, and the 
Chinese are building one power station 
a week as they rapidly industrialize.

It is occasionally possible to find a 
Green, so long as he or she isn’t being 
recorded, and none of his or her mates 
is about, who grudgingly admits some 
or all of the above inconvenient truths 
– to borrow a phrase from Al Gore. 
The line then taken is that we New 
Zealanders must act as responsible 
“global citizens” and “do our bit” for 
the sake of the planet. And that if we 
don’t, we will find ourselves interna-
tional pariahs.

There is one big problem with that 
proposal. If New Zealand was to cut its 
emissions – whether from livestock or 
motor vehicles or both – to any sig-
nificant extent, our economy would be 
irreparably harmed. Our lifestyle would 
also have to radically alter, with trans-
port by pony and trap rather than by car 
becoming the norm. The reality is that 
it’s simply not going to happen, whether 
here or in any other first world country.

Here’s how I see it. The earth’s 
climate is unquestionably changing, 
as it has done over time for millennia. 

Man may or may not be responsible 
for some, or even most of the change, 
and the severe weather events seen over 
the last decade or so. Even if all of the 
changes were due to man’s activity, 
there is absolutely nothing we in New 
Zealand can do about it – even if we 
reverted to a pre industrial lifestyle.

Apparently some London buses 

carry signage sponsored by atheists 
reading “There is probably no God, so 
don’t worry about it”. The “probably” 
was inserted to placate Christians who 
were upset by the original naked claim 
that there is no God. Perhaps it’s time 
for a New Zealand equivalent: “Climate 
change is happening whatever we do, 
so get used to it.”
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For decades, New Zealand children have been educated since 
pre-school to believe that there’s no place for possums or deer 
in our native forests. Millions upon millions of dollars are spent 
on pest-eradication each year using toxic 1080 poison which 
contaminates waterways and kills a huge amount of forest life. 
But what if this entire conservation policy was based on a lie? 
What if our native forests actually needed browsing animals? 
BILL BENFIELD discovers how Leonard Cockayne’s (1855 – 
1934) bogus vision corrupted the ecological science of a nation

WHAT’S UP, 

DOC?
What if NZ’s entire conservation policy 
has been based on a massive mistake... 
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N
ew Zealand has 
always claimed that 
its conservation is 
special; that it is 
special because its 
forest ecosystems 

evolved without browse or browsers. 
This claim has made New Zealand’s 
conservation management unusual, 
having since the early 1930’s sought to 
eradicate (exotic) browsers from the 
wilds of its forests and mountains. The 
programme has broadened over time 
to include all exotic wildlife except 
small birds. What started as govern-
ment cullers with service rifles killing 
deer has over time morphed into aerial 
broadcast of attractant baits dosed with 
the metabolic poison, 1080 (sodium 

monofluoroacetate). Any insect, bird or 
animal that requires oxygen as part of 
its metabolic process is affected, 1080 
could be considered a whole ecosystem 
toxin and the programme draconian, 
with implications to both rare and 
endemic wildlife. 

In seeking to understand the reasons 
for such extraordinary conservation 
management, we have to understand 
the historical origins and Leonard 
Cockayne’s pivotal role in it. Over 
time, this “vision” has become deeply 
embedded in New Zealand law 
through the Resource Management 
Act and regional council regulations; it 
has even been embraced by the science 
establishment. It is a vision that is still 
growing, with the recent emergence of 

programmes such as “Pest Free New 
Zealand” and “Project Janszoon” at 
Abel Tasman National Park. It is now 
even being exported as island eradica-
tion programmes abroad. Any attempt 
at the re-introduction of browsers as 
part of a programme to restore the for-
ests original ecological balance would 
fly in the face of the Cockayne vision 
and New Zealand’s conservation. 

Cockayne actively sought  
honors to gain influence
English born Leonard Cockayne was a 
school teacher who had taught in both 
Australia and New Zealand. However, 
he found the occupation “uncongenial” 
and his father’s death and the patri-
mony bequeathed him in 1884 left him 
financially independent to follow his 
passion as a collector and gardener of 
New Zealand native plants. His inten-
tion was to establish, as he described 
it, his “unorthodox garden”. This was 
the Tarata Experimental Garden at 
New Brighton, near Christchurch. He 
had a gardener’s attitude to his plants, 
i.e. that each was a precious speci-
men and to be treated as such. While 
he observed ecosystems, he never 
sought explanations for the changes he 
observed occurring or viewed species 
as part of a wider whole. 

Despite only fragmentary formal 
training, his enthusiasm for collect-
ing and cataloguing, in combination 
with being an incredibly prolific writer 
(over 1000 letters in one year), was 
further added to by sending thousands 
of seeds and samples to other collec-
tors round the world. This brought 
him to the notice of Professor K. von 
Goebel of the Botanischer Gartens and 
the University of Munich in the early 
1890’s, and was the beginning of a long 
correspondence between the two men. 
This association was to be a turning 

Leonard Cockayne in 1928. 
His un-earned and honorary 
qualifications put him out of 
reach of normal scientific fact-
checking and scrutiny. His impact 
on New Zealand environmental 
policy has been devastating, 
by preventing the re-growth 
of the big ancient forests
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point in Cockayne’s career, and led to 
his being awarded an honorary PhD 
from the University of Munich in 1903. 
Cockayne saw the possibilities of such 
an honour as he expressed in a letter at 
the time to von Goebel:

“Of course, the possession of such 
an exceptional honour, will be of 
the greatest assistance to me in my 
future relations with the government 
of this country, and may procure me 
privileges for carrying out botani-
cal work which would otherwise be 
undreamt of.” 

Despite the honour which gave him 
credibility in scientific circles and 
which he used to further his growing 
career as a botanist, it appears he also 
indulged in more covert self promo-
tion. His biographer, A. D. Thomson 
is of the view that some of the anony-
mous biographical material circulated 
about him appears to have been writ-
ten by Cockayne himself. It was also 
around this time (1903) that he sold the 
Tarata Experimental Garden to devote 
more energy to his budding career as 
a botanist.He also used his wider con-
tacts to seek fundsand sought testimo-
nials from well known botanists to use 
in influencing the government to create 
a position of government botanist, 
which Cockayne thought he would 
naturally fill.

Though unsuccessful in becoming 
a government botanist, Cockayne was 
still able get government funding for 
much of his survey work and at the 
same time, he continued to be a prolific 
writer of both published works and 
papers. He had become the senior sci-
entific figure of his field in the colony, 
something that can be a double edged 
sword, especially in a small scientific 
community. A.D. Thomson, in his The 
Life and Correspondence of Leonard 
Cockayne reports (P22):

In this context, some impressions 
conveyed to me on 1/3/73 by a 
retired former leading New Zealand 
scientist are of interest: “I rather 
have the impression of the old man 
(Cockayne) was rather formidable 
and cowed a whole generation of NZ 
botanists into accepting his state-
ments on ecology without examining 
them critically. Somehow, instead 
of stimulating ecological work he 

seemed to suppress it – no one was 
prepared to question his statements 
by publication of opposing views”.

As increasingly Cockayne was devel-
oping links with amateur botanists to 
extend his survey, he was also prosely-
tizing an almost religious fervour in his 
followers. In a 1912 letter to von Goebel 
he wrote of “the holy fire of enthusiasm 
without which, all is as nothing”. Later, 
there is his request to his friends for 
sending out the “Fiery Cross”, a bota-
nist’s evangelical crusade!. 

From a collector’s vision to  
an ecological dogma…
In view of Cockayne’s obvious garden-
ing origins, and his inability to see his 
specimens as part of an ecosystem, 
there is the whole issue of his complete 
blindness to the evidence that was all 
around him of the evolutionary origins 
of the New Zealand’s forests. It was 
Cockayne himself who observed and 
reported on a transition occurring, 
the decline of forests of slow growing 
conifers, forests that came to us from 
Jurassic times which were being taken 
over by fast growing palatable broad-
leaf ’s. He never once considered that 
there may have been a balance factor 
that had ensured the forest dominance 
of the conifers such as the podo-
carps, and that kauri had previously 
been maintained by the browse of an 
avifauna which filled the functions of 
elephants, giraffe, deer and antelopes 
in other lands.

There was also other evidence he 
should have been aware of; it was 

known that until comparatively 
recently the Canterbury plains were 
forested, as the remnants were there for 
all to see. There was also the evidence 
that these forests must have been 
inhabited and browsed by substantial 
numbers of moa. Canterbury Museum 
had considerable material from Haast’s 
excavations at Rakaia to support this, 
as well there was such a vast area of 
moa remains at the Waitaki mouth’s 
Maori kill site, so much that a railway 
line was built in to mine the material 
for fertiliser. Yet in a 1926 monograph 
written for the Forest Service, Cock-
ayne states: 

“In the forests of primitive New 
Zealand, except for certain species 
of moa, there were no grazing or 
browsing animals, while so far as 
the giant birds were concerned these 
would chiefly live in the open.”

He inserted the italicised “no” for 
emphasis! Further evidence of Cock-
ayne’s denial of moa impact around 
the same time is an account in the 
Christchurch Sun of an interview with a 
visiting botanist, G.E. Du Rietz at which 
Cockayne was present. In the course of 
the interview, Du Rietz was commend-
ing New Zealand on the diversity and 
primeval nature of the vegetation. Cock-
ayne apparently agreed, and added:

“There is more vegetation that has 
not been nibbled and had its nature 
changed by grazing and browsing 
animals. If I could only tell those 
people who introduced deer what I 
think of them…” 

The interviewer then records “Dr. 
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From time to time, further evidence comes to light 
that demonstrates Cockayne’s view was flawed, that 

moa and other birds browsed the land from alpine 
herbfields to the lowland swamps but this is either 

studiously ignored, or “defensive” studies are made by 
members of the academic/scientific establishment to 

disprove such evidence

Cockayne went off at a tangent”! 
Cockayne’s attitude to forest browse 
was becoming more extreme, as can 
be seen in the second edition of his 
Vegetation of New Zealand of 1928 
where he describes the sight of deer 
browse as: “heart rending”. In this 
book he also outlines his abhorrence 
of exotic plants. By the time of the 
“Deer Menace Conference” of 1930, he 
was in full voice as the evangelising 
radical gardener/botanist bearing his 
“fiery cross” to save his precious forest 
garden from browse. At the Deer Men-
ace Conference as the Forest Service’s 
delegate, Cockayne claimed animal 
browse would lead to the destruction 
of forest and cause massive erosion 
which, through river borne gravels, 
would cause destruction of farms and 
towns. By such alarmist rhetoric, he 
ensured that it would be government 
policy that all mammalian browsers 
must be eradicated. That policy still 
persists today. It was also at that time, 
the years 1930, and 1931, that Cockayne 
was president of what has become New 
Zealand’s largest and most powerful 
conservation organisation, the Royal 
Forest & Bird Protection Society, a 
body which in the 21st. century, despite 
all evidence to the contrary, continues 
to maintain both Cockayne’s exotipho-
bia and the claim that the forest was 
never browsed.

A single moment in time,  
frozen under a bell jar
Essentially, Cockayne’s vision was 
denying evolution and the effects of 
change by, in essence, putting the 
world under a bell jar, thus preserving 
it as he saw it about 1900. It was not the 
world before human intervention by 

Maori, but a world where early human 
intervention had destroyed most of its 
fauna and all its major browsers. The 
Maori had also burned around 40% of 
its forests and the forests remaining 
were in a state of significant composi-
tional transition from pre-European 
intervention. Such was Cockayne’s 
authority his “vision” was so accepted, 
seemingly without question by the 
scientific establishmentthat almost 
nothing could challenge it. Today 
with Cockayne’s mantra embedded 
on governmental policy, and further 
urged by the adherents of the Forest & 
Bird Society, anti exotic wildlife poli-
cies prevail; it is just the tools that have 
changed. No longer service rifles, it is 
aerial broadcast of whole forest eco-
systems with “super toxins”, primarily 
1080 to eradicate selected “pests” that 
are claimed to be destroying iconic 
birds and forests.

From time to time, further evidence 
comes to light that demonstrates 
Cockayne’s view was flawed, that moa 
and other birds browsed the land 
from alpine herbfields to the lowland 
swamps but this is either studiously 
ignored, or “defensive” studies are 
made by members of the academic/
scientific establishment to disprove 
such evidence; studies which claim 
that juvenile divaricating plantform is 
a response to climate and not browse. 
A 1941 paper which chronicles the giz-
zard contents of moa remains found 
in a swamp in North Canterbury had 
so little impact, that one of the authors 
(Roger Duff) subsequently wrote in 
several journals that the moa was a 
grazer of open country. 

In the 1950’s, the Cockayne mantra 
was seriously challenged by a young 

American scientist who joined the 
Wildlife Service of the Department of 
Internal Affairs. Thane Riney was put 
to work on the departments animal 
eradication operations. He was able 
to disprove Cockayne’s claim erosion 
was caused by animal browse, but 
his career in New Zealand was short 
lived. His report on the Lake Monk 
expedition showing that browsers (deer 
and possum) did not eat forests to 
death, but their population came to a 
dynamic equilibrium with time, creat-
ing a stable and sustainable relation-
ship with the forest. In the days before 
the concept of “re-wilding”, Riney had 
described a spontaneous re-wilding by 
surrogate browsers. It caused consider-
able angst in the Forest Service and for 
his troubles, he was publicly dispar-
aged by senior forest service officials. 
So too was Professor William Graf who 
was at the time visiting New Zealand. 
Comments in his report to the Hawai-
ian Commissioners such as: 

“The oft repeated and widely 
believed statement about the ‘vege-
tation which develops in the absence 
of grazing and browsing animals’ 
simply does not stand up under close 
scrutiny.”

were greeted with hostility. A 1981 
study of moa gizzards by Burrows, 
McCulloch and Trotter and published 
by the Canterbury Museum concluded:

“The present study confirms beyond 
doubt that members of the genus 
Dinornis were browsing animals 
which inhabited forest or forest 
margins. No evidence has emerged 
which shows that they habitually 
lived in grasslands…”

Brave as it was, it did nothing to 
cause a re-examination of forest man-
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agement. It would not have needed a 
great intelligence to connect together 
the dots laid out in a 1989 paper by Les 
Batchelor of Forest Research. He esti-
mated on the basis of the production 
ability of the forest, there must have 
been between six and twelve million 
moa. As the land was substantially 
forested, they must have been browsing 
the forest. 

Probably one of the world’s greater 
ecologists of the later parts of the 20th 
century was New Zealander Graeme 
Caughley, D.Sc Ph.D. In his paper 
titled “New Zealand Plant Herbivore 
Systems, Past and Present” delivered 
at the same conference as Batchelor’s, 
he was even more forthright; forests 
without browse were in “an un-natu-
ral” state. He proposed two suites of 
deer as the only viable surrogates to the 
browse of the moa. As one, a Euro-
pean suite is largely here, ie. Red and 
fallow deer, only the introduction of 
roe deer would have been required to 
complete it. Despite the eminence and 
local experience of Dr. Caughley, the 
concept of utilising exotic browse was 
alien to a research establishment paid 
to support governmental policy, and 
ultimately the effect has been to make 
the New Zealand scientific community 
push its head deeper into the sand. 

Making reality fit the “vision”?
Attempts to eradicate browsing 
animals using 1080 poison broadcast 
by air began in the 1950’s and were 
on-going, with only minimal monitor-
ing of impact. To assess the effects on 
forest floor insects, a study was carried 
out in the early 1990’s by entomologist 
Mike Meads on the impact of aerial 
1080. It demonstrated that a poison 
originally registered as an insecticide 
logically did considerable harm to 
forest floor insects. However, Meads’ 
study was not what New Zealand’s 
conservation authorities wanted to 
hear, and in an effort to kill the study, 
it was peer reviewed by no less than 
six other scientists, whose alterations 
rendered the original text almost unin-
telligible. The study was finally buried 
and Meads’ career and reputation left 
in tatters. The event was a salutary 
lesson to scientists on the dangers of 
independence and integrity.

Buttressed by a compliant science 
and academic community, large and 
profitable state owned poison factories 
and state agencies who see in New 
Zealand’s conservation industriesa 
continued and comfortable existence, 
Cockayne’s vision is still entrenched, 
and due to recent developments such 
as the more recent “vision” of physicist 
Sir Paul Callaghan, there are moves 
to extend what has become “pest” 
eradication to the whole country. This 
would include, according to a DoC and 
Landcare Research scoping paper, all 
browsers such as deer, chamois and 
tahr.

Recently two papers have appeared 
by Wood, Wilmshurst and others 
describing South Island moa coprolite 
(dung) studies. Titled “High Resolu-

tion Coproecology: Using Coprolites 
to Reconstruct the Habits and Habi-
tat of New Zealand’s Extinct Upland 
Moa” and “Resolving lost herbivore 
community structure using coprolotes 
etc.” They support previous gizzard 
studies which show that, where moa 
lived in the forest, they were forest 
browsers, but they go further. Their 
analysis shows material (often pol-
lens) from most plants of the forest 
including podocarps and beeches. Diet 
included fuschia, broadleaf, wineberry, 
as well as plants such as coprosma and 
forest vines such as muehlenbeckia, 
types which tend to dominate the 
forest edges and understory. In open 
areas there is evidence of browse of 
herbfields. 

It is in their results that the distor-
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tion of science in New Zealand mani-
fests itself. They note:

“Our results show that moa lack 
extant ecological analogs and their 
extinction represents an irreplace-
able loss of function from New 
Zealand’s terrestrial ecosystems” 

This is technically correct, though as 
Caughley pointed out, there is no for-
est ratite to replace the moa, but there 
are other browsers such as deer (and 
possum) which would provide not the 

same browse, but a browse that would 
help maintain the forest in as near to 
its pristine condition as it is possible in 
the 21st. century. It also does not men-
tion that though moa were the prin-
ciple browser, there were many others 
including the extant kereru (pigeon) 
and paradise shelduck, the function-
ally extinct takahe and kakapo as well 
as many extinct geese and flightless 
ducks that have been overlooked as 
herbivores. 

Like Cockayne, the researchers over-
state the impact of exotic browsers such 
as deer on the forest. It ignores that by 
Landcare Research’s own numbers, 
the deer population in New Zealand is 
around 250,000 animals, only a frac-
tion of both Batchelor’s and Cauley’s 
multi-million estimates for moa.

As ruminants, deer are efficient con-
verters of green matter to energy, hence 
their food requirement compared to a 
bird with short passage times is much 
lower and so their per capita impact 
will be low. Deer had not long colo-
nised many forest areas before they 
were put under heavy pressure from 
culling, meat recovery operations and 
finally aerial poisoning; like possum, 
their numbers in the forest are low. 
My own experience dating from the 
1950’s to today is that as a consequence 
of increased commercial pressure and 
“pest” control operations, forest under-
stories are far denser than 50 years ago. 
New Zealand’s large herbivore com-
munity underwent a dramatic shift 
from being bird dominated to, after a 
significant spell of around 500 years, 
to a much lesser and sporadic mammal 
dominated one. 

The authors do briefly mention “re-
wilding”, the concept of re-introducing 
missing parts of an ecosystem to try and 
achieve as near as possible the original 
balance, in this case browsers. Here 
there is the added difficulty that there 
are no large forest ratites suitable for 
New Zealand’s climate, and there are 
only, as Dr. Caughley proposed, mam-
mals. In the context of New Zealand, 
that would fly in the face of the rigid 
orthodoxies of New Zealand’s conserva-
tion mantras, primarily, that “these for-
ests were never browsed”! At this point 
the researchers back off, their closing 
sentence pretty well sums it up:

“The soil compaction and scarifica-
tion impacts of introduced herbi-
vores also likely far exceed those of 
moa.” 

It seems the step forward is a step too 
far. Do the fates of Meads, Riney and 

NZ’s 250,000 deer now perform 
the browsing function once 
carried out by millions of giant 
moa, but not if DOC gets its way
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A policy of throwing browsing 
animals out of the forest means big 
trees like totara and kauri are not 
getting the chance to regenerate as 
their seedlings are crowded out by 
broadleaf shrubbery

others, the loss of funding and career 
opportunities that those who have 
questioned the orthodoxies of New 
Zealand science have suffered enter the 
equation. We can only speculate, but 
until that is addressed, re-wilding and 
the restoration of a complete ecosystem 
will only remain a dream.

It all overlooks the wider issues of 
present management, dogmatically 
trying to constrain a dynamic system 
in a frozen state by ecosystem poison-
ing. Initially to eliminate deer browse 
and since the 1950’s also 1080 poison 
spread by air over whole forests includ-
ing waterways; supposedly selectively 
targeting the “pest” species. In fact, 
1080 is a metabolic poison that affects 
any creature that requires oxygen as 
part of its metabolic process. Although 
it was originally registered as an 

insecticide, it kills birds, animals and 
even the forest insects that work the 
leaf litter to make the soil. Generally 
the faster breeders like rats recover first 
and come to dominate the forest. Many 
native birds like kea are right now 
being driven to extinction. It remains 
on one hand Cockayne’s followers 
like religious zealots, who bearing 
their “fiery crosses’ ignore the massive 
collateral damage in pursuit of their 
greater goal of a frozen in time “eco-
purity” and on the other, by the cynical 
venality of the toxin industries which 
will continue to pursue their profits 
until they have finally destroyed it all. 
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Nov. 22, 2013

Official Information Act Request 

To: SIMON BRIDGES, Acting Climate 

Change Minister 

From: IAN WISHART, Author, Air Con

Simon
I’ve recently been passed a rote letter 

that you guys evidently churn out to 
people questioning climate change, 
where you stated and I quote:

“Many of the claims that are made in 
Air Con have been thoroughly inves-

tigated and shown to be scientifically 
flawed.”

You signed this as Acting Minister 
for Climate Change Issues.

Accordingly, under the OIA please 
provide all reports held by the Govern-
ment or by any officials who have briefed 
the National Government that relate to 
me and my work on Air Con, and the 
specific claims I made in that book.

I look forward to reading the com-
prehensive debunking of my work.

Regards, Ian

Response, 19 Dec. 2013 

Office Of Hon. Simon Bridges 

To: IAN WISHART

Dear Ian
Thank you for your email of 22 

November 2013 requesting, under the 
Official Information Act 1982:

“all reports held by the Government or 
by any officials who have briefed the 
National Government that relate to 
me and my work on Air Con, and the 
specific claims I made in that book.”

Imagine what would happen if you caught 
a National Government cabinet minister 
spouting the party line on climate change and 
bagging a New Zealand author, without having 
any evidence to back up the scurrilous claims? 
For five years, successive National ministers 
have been misleading the public about the 
book Air Con, and author IAN WISHART 
decided to call them out on it this summer

Snare Con
How a National Cabinet 
Minister was caught 
making false statements 
about the book Air Con
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No such reports are held by the Gov-
ernment or its officials. I am therefore 
refusing your request under section 
18(e) – ‘that the document alleged to 
contain the information requested does 
not exist or cannot be found.’

—
As bald statements go, Simon Bridges’ 
19 December letter takes the cake. 
Caught out slagging the Air Con book, 
and challenged to front up with the 
evidence, the Minister admits he has 
none – no government official has done 

any briefing or report or analysis on 
the climate change book Air Con.

Yet for years, people writing to the 
National government have been told 
that the claims in Air Con have been 
“thoroughly investigated and shown to 
be scientifically flawed”.

It seems Bridges realised he’d been 
sprung, and raced to qualify his state-
ment in the next paragraph of his 
letter:

“Although no such report exists, I 
would like to clarify [that] sentence 

from my earlier correspondence…
“As you know, many claims in your 

book are contrary to evidence which 
informs the Government’s policies on 
climate change. The Government relies 
on expert assessments of the available 
research on climate change.”

Among the supposedly credible 
expert assessments, Bridges cited 
“the Royal Society, and the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC). Those reports have robust and 
transparent standards for authorship, 
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source material and expert review. The 
Government considers them authorita-
tive sources of scientific information. 
You will appreciate that the same 
weight of evidence cannot be given to 
any single publication.

“Government officials are familiar 
with the latest research and assessment 
reports and are able to evaluate the 
claims in your book on this basis. In 
addition, since Air Con was published 
several issues have been addressed with 
greater understanding and complete-
ness in the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment 
Report ‘Climate Change 2013: The 
Physical Science Basis’.

All well and good, except as anyone 
who has followed the climate change 
debate knows, it’s a load of old cobblers. 
The Royal Society of New Zealand’s 
“authoritative” reports on climate 
change were decisively debunked 
years ago (of which more shortly), and 
the UN IPCC’s latest AR5 report has 
become an international laughing stock 
for using statistical techniques that the 
journal Nature recently reported were 
“ten years out of date”.

I stated as much in a further request 
to Simon Bridges:

8 Jan. 2014

Dear Simon
I don’t envy you having to rely on 

officials who haven’t told you the full 
inconvenient truth about climate 
change, however let’s continue this 
Official Information Act request.

In your letter of 19 December 2013 
you admit that no analysis exists of any 
alleged faults in my book Air Con, and 
that no investigation was done of my 
book by officials such as would justify the 
bald statement you and your predeces-
sor have made to the public which was 
“Many of the claims that are made in Air 
Con have been thoroughly investigated 
and shown to be scientifically flawed.”

I note that despite admitting you have 
no evidence to support this statement in 
regard to my book, you then repeat the 
false claim again, when you state in your 
reply to me, “As you know, many claims 
in your book are contrary to evidence 
which informs the Government’s poli-
cies on climate change…

“Government officials are familiar 

with the latest research and assessment 
reports, and are able to evaluate the 
claims in your book on this basis.”

Forgive me for pointing out the 
obvious logical flaw in your continued 
argument: if you and your officials 
have carried out no analysis of the 
‘claims’ in Air Con, how on earth do 
you know what they are in order to 
pass judgement on them?

Can you please provide the evalua-
tion your officials made of the “book 
on this basis”?

You then helpfully state that “Since 
Air Con was published several issues 
have been addressed with greater 
understanding and completeness in 
the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report 
‘Climate Change 2013: The Physical 
Science Basis’.”

Can you please provide documen-
tation detailing what “issues” that I 
raised in Air Con that have since “been 
addressed with greater understanding 
and completeness” in AR5?

For your assistance, I have compiled 
a list of possible items:

Air Con claims (based incidentally 
on peer-reviewed scientific papers as of 
April 2009):

1. The rate of temperature increase 
is falling despite swiftly rising CO2 
levels
2. The computer models used by the 
IPCC and New Zealand scientists are 
crap
3. Oceanic heat exchange in the deep 
oceans may be a much bigger driver 
of climate over long time periods 
than anthropogenic CO2
4. The fastest-melting glacier on 
the planet, Pine Island Glacier in 
Antarctica, appears to be melting 
because of a volcanic eruption under 
it rather than CO2-induced warming
5. The 20th century marked the most 
active period for the sun in nearly 
a thousand years, coinciding with 
warming
6. The sun in 2009 was showing signs 
of powering down, and scientists 
were warning a cooling period could 
set in
7.Sea levels were not rising at rates 
capable of causing catastrophic rises 
by 2100

Current science (as presented in my 

bestselling new book Totalitaria):
1. Not only has there been no statisti-
cally significant global warming 
in nearly 17 years, but since 2003 
a slight cooling trend has set in, 
despite swiftly rising CO2 lev-
els (Source, AR5 and Fyfe et al in 
‘Overestimated global warming over 
the past 20 years’, Nature Climate 
Change 3, 767-769 (2013) )
2. IPCC AR5 computer models 
shown to be crap, and the statistical 
analysis techniques used by the AR5 
team are about ten years out of date 
(Source, Ding et al, Journal of Cli-
mate 2013, ‘Hindcast of the 1976/77 
and 1998/99 climate shifts in the 
Pacific’, doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1175/
JCLI-D-12-00626.1, and also the Bull. 
Amer. Met. Soc., 93, 485-498, April 
2012, ‘An Overview of CMIP5 and 
the Experiment Design’, and also 
Katz et al, Nature Climate Change 3, 
769-771, 2013, ‘Uncertainty analysis 
in climate change assessments’)
3. Long term oceanic climate shifts 
are much bigger drivers of global 
temperature change than CO2, 
(Source, Yosaka and Xie, Nature 
(2013) doi:10.1038/nature12534, also 
Ding et al (supra above))
4. Pine Island Glacier melt is sub-
stantially driven by volcanoes under 
the West Antarctic ice sheet, (Source, 
Nitscheetal, The Cryosphere, 7, 
249-262, 2013, ‘Paleo ice flow and 
subglacial meltwater dynamics in 
Pine Island Bay’, see also Jordan et al, 
Geol. Soc. Of America Bulletin, Dec 
30, 2009)
5. The sun is now at its weakest in 100 
years and may be heading toward 
a ‘Little Ice Age’ solar minimum, 
(source, NASA announcement, 8 
January 2013)
6. See 5 above
7. GRACE satellite confirms sea level 
rise has slowed from 3mm a year to 
1.7mm a year average between 2002-
2011, equivalent to only 6.7 inches per 
century, (Source, Baur, O., Kuhn, M. 
and Featherstone, W.E. 2013. Con-
tinental mass change from GRACE 
over 2002-2011 and its impact on sea 
level. Journal of Geodesy 87: 117-125)

On the basis of the above, I ask again for 
any evidence you have that disproves 
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any of the major claims in Air Con? I 
would remind you, before you place 
too much trust in your officials, that 
they may include some of the scien-
tists who were unable to answer hard 
questions at a news conference, and 
when they couldn’t answer them they 
cut the microphone: see http://brief-
ingroom.typepad.com/the_briefing_
room/2009/11/nz-climate-scientists-
run-from-challenging-questions.html 

If you cannot come up with unam-
biguous evidence disproving the science 
I have quoted, then I would ask the New 
Zealand Government to immediately 
cease and desist defaming me and my 
work on the basis of a so-called ‘thor-
ough investigation’ of the ‘claims’ in my 
book Air Con that you have now admit-
ted was never undertaken. 

Regards
Ian Wishart

As of publication, no reply had been 
received. However, it’s worth briefly 
turning to the Royal Society of NZ 
advice to the government. 

Back in 2009 former Climate Change 
Minister Nick Smith was also bag-
ging Air Con on the basis of the RSNZ 
advice, so we decided to point out to 
the Government then that the RSNZ 
was embarrassingly wrong in many of 
its claims.

Professor Keith Hunter, FNZIC, 
FRSNZ, Vice-President - Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics, Engineering 
and Technology, Royal Society of New 
Zealand, claimed as an ‘incontrovert-
ible fact’ that: 

“The amount of extra carbon accumu-
lated in the ocean and the atmosphere 
matches the known quantity emitted by 
the combustion of fossil fuels.” 

Except, he appears to have forgot-
ten that there’s a discrepancy between 
what’s been emitted and how much 
remains in the atmosphere, known to 
climate scientists the world over as “the 
missing carbon sink”. In other words, 
the Royal Society is wrong. The emis-
sions don’t match at all and Hunter’s 
statement is a glaring error. 

The Royal Society’s Hunter also 
states: 

“It is also clear that the oceans absorb 
about 85% of the excess heat resulting 
from this radiative forcing by green-

house gases (as well as about 40% of 
the carbon dioxide). Detailed measure-
ments of the changes in oceanic heat 
content, and the temperature rise that 
accompanies this, agree quantitatively 
with the predicted radiative forcing.” 

Which would be fine, except that the 
oceans are not warming up much at 
all, which the Argo project, discussed 
in Air Con, found, and which has also 
been detected in another 2009 study: 

“Annual mean heat storage values 
have been determined for the full period 
1999–2005 (Table 2) and these indicate 
that the heat storage change is not sig-
nificantly different from zero within the 
error of the estimate for all boxes.” 

Indeed, in 2008 the Argo project’s 
Josh Willis was forced to admit there 
had been no warming in the upper 700 
metres of the oceans for four years. One 
analysis even found a slight cooling: 

So I’d be fascinated to know who 
gave the Royal Society of New Zealand 
the daft advice not only that the oceans 
are significantly warming, but that 
they are warming demonstrably and 
primarily as a result of greenhouse gas 
emissions. A cite should be provided 
for Professor Hunter’s claim that: 
“Detailed measurements of the changes 
in oceanic heat content, and the tem-
perature rise that accompanies this, 
agree quantitatively with the predicted 
radiative forcing.” 

Given that there are massive discrep-
ancies in the radiation budget, it seems 
a surprisingly silly statement for the 
Royal Society of New Zealand to make. 

Professor Hunter then says this in 
the Royal Society’s briefing for the 
government: 

“Furthermore, satellite altimetry 
shows clearly that the sea level has 
risen by the amount expected as a 
result of the warming-induced thermal 
expansion of the ocean.” 

Er, no. As I wrote in 2009:
“Given that sea level rise for the 20th 

century averaged 1.7mm a year, and 
recent studies such as Leuliette and 
Miller (2009) show SLR of only 1.5mm 
a year between 2003 and 2007 (suppos-
edly the hottest decade), how accurate 
are your forecasts and what is the 
evidence in support of catastrophically 
rising sea levels?”

In fact, as explained to Bridges 
above, the low rate of sea level rise 
has been confirmed in satellite data, 
meaning the Royal Society of New 
Zealand was wrong on every one of its 
major pieces of advice to the National 
Government.

Yet Bridges expects the public to 
believe National is getting good “authori-
tative” advice from its officials? Arguably 
you should believe the advice when Hell 
freezes over, based on the evidence.

On the other hand, based on the pic-
tures of the American blizzard and the 
climate scientists trapped in Antarctic 
summer sea ice, and the warnings this 
month that we could be heading for a 
new mini Ice Age because of rapidly 
decreasing solar activity, maybe Hell 
freezing over isn’t such an improbabil-
ity after all.

http://briefingroom.typepad.com/the_briefing_room/2009/11/nz-climate-scientists-run-from-challenging-questions.html
http://briefingroom.typepad.com/the_briefing_room/2009/11/nz-climate-scientists-run-from-challenging-questions.html
http://briefingroom.typepad.com/the_briefing_room/2009/11/nz-climate-scientists-run-from-challenging-questions.html
http://briefingroom.typepad.com/the_briefing_room/2009/11/nz-climate-scientists-run-from-challenging-questions.html
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INTERVIEW

Benny Peiser: Let me start with your 
essay, “Sir Phillip Robert’s Erolunar 
Collision,” that you wrote in 1933, aged 
9. Your first ever piece of science fic-
tion, a story about asteroid Eros, is very 
charming from a historical perspec-
tive. Eros plays a significant role in the 
history of modern astronomy. It was 
the first discovered near Earth asteroid 
and, with a size of circa 13 x 13 x 30 
km, is the second largest known NEO. 
Evidently, your narrative about the 
asteroid’s close approach was written 
in the aftermath of the Eros fly by in 
1930/31.

What I find intriguing in your 
account is the conspicuous cheerful-
ness of the astronomers. When the 
fictitious president of the astronomical 
society, Sir Phillip Roberts, announced 
that Eros may one day collide with the 
Earth, the reaction of his fellow astron-
omers is enthusiastic: “Three cheers for 
Eros!” and “Hip, Hip! Hurrah! They 
all shouted.” After more calculations 
revealed that Eros would collide with 
the Moon in as little as 11 years, the 
astronomical society decided to orga-
nise an expedition to the Moon so that 
they would witness the collision in situ, 

“instead of through a telescope.”
It would appear that the percep-

tion of a collision by a large asteroid 
with the Earth was still regarded as 
something of a challenge rather than 
a global catastrophe. Today, we know 
that the impact of an asteroid the size 
of Eros would wipe out more than 90% 
of all terrestrial forms of life. This, 
then, raises the following questions: 
Why was the potentially existential 
threat at the time of your writing 
greatly underestimated? Looking back 
at your own intellectual development, 
when did you yourself begin to realise 

Freeman Dyson, one of the world’s most eminent theoretical 
physicists, recently celebrated his 90th birthday. Born in England 
on 15 December 1923, Freeman Dyson graduated from Cambridge 
University in 1945 with a BA in mathematics. In 1947, he moved 
to the USA where he went to work at Cornell University and, later, 
at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. To mark his 90th 
in January, Britain’s Global Warming Policy Foundation director 
BENNY PEISER republished a 2007 interview with Dyson

FREE 
THINKER
Interview with a physics icon
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the severity of the threat posed by 
asteroids and comets?

Freeman Dyson: Certainly as a 
nine-year-old I considered the Erolunar 
collision as a great lark and did not worry 
about the dangers. That is the normal 
reaction of nine-year-olds to adventures 
of all kinds. I remember an excellent film 
called Hope and Glory portraying World 
War Two as seen through the eyes of a 
nine-year-old kid in England. For the 
kid, the war was a great lark. That was 
true. That film gave the most accurate 
picture of the war that I have seen.

To me it came as a complete and 

wonderful surprise when Luis Alva-
rez discovered the iridium layer that 
showed a connection between the 
dinosaur extinction and an extraterres-
trial impact. There was no doubt that 
the two events occurred at the same 
time, and that many species of plank-
ton in the ocean became extinct at the 
same time too. And still, I was always 
skeptical of Alvarez’s theory explaining 
how the impact caused the extinctions. 
And I am still skeptical. We now know 
that the other major extinctions do 
not have iridium layers associated with 
them, and we know that the dinosaur 

extinction has a major volcanic erup-
tion (Deccan Traps) associated with it. 
So it is plausible that volcanic erup-
tions are the main cause of extinctions, 
with extraterrestrial impacts giving an 
additional push if they happen to occur 
at the same time.

After looking at the evidence, I do 
not agree with your statement, “we 
know that an impact of an asteroid 
the size of Eros would wipe out more 
than 90% of all terrestrial forms of 
life”. I would say that this statement 
is an exaggeration, similar to state-
ments of the same kind that are made 
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Amateurs and small companies will have a growing 
role in the future of science. This will compensate 

for the increasing bureaucratization of the big 
organizations. Bright young people will start their 

own companies and do their own science

about global warming. Certainly the 
danger from asteroid impacts is real, 
and certainly it makes sense to study 
ways of deflecting asteroids when the 
opportunity arises. But I find much 
of the rhetoric about asteroid impacts 
to be exaggerated. It seems likely that 
the real dangers to the survival of the 
biosphere come more from inside the 
earth than from outside.

Benny Peiser: In your book Infinite 
in all Directions (1988) you discuss 
eschatological questions surround-
ing the theoretical issue of the end of 
the universe. As one of a very small 
number of optimistic cosmologists, 
you have developed a scientific theory 
of infinity. You write: “I have found 
a universe growing without limit in 
richness and complexity, a universe 
of life surviving forever and making 
itself known to its neighbours across 
unimaginable gulfs of space and time.” 
This hopeful cosmology contrasts 
sharply with the apocalyptic Zeitgeist. 
What would you say are the most 
important intellectual principles and 
ideas that have sustained your unre-
lenting optimism?

Freeman Dyson: My optimism 
about the long-term survival of life 
comes mainly from imagining what 
will happen when life escapes from 
this planet and becomes adapted to 
living in a vacuum. There is then no 
real barrier to stop life from spreading 
through the universe. Hopping from 
one world to another will be about as 
easy as hopping from one island in the 
Pacific to another. And then life will 
diversify to fill the infinite variety of 
ecological niches in the universe, as it 
has done already on this planet. If you 
want an intellectual principle to give 
this picture a philosophical name, you 
can call it “The Principle of Maximum 
Diversity”. The principle of maximum 

diversity says that life evolves to make 
the universe as interesting as possible. 
A rain-forest contains a huge number 
of diverse species because specializa-
tion is cost-effective, just as Adam 
Smith observed in human societies. 
But I am impressed more by the visible 
examples of diversity in rain-forests 
and coral-reefs and human cultures 
than by any abstract philosophical 
principles.

Benny Peiser: In the first chap-
ter of your new book, you write that 
the common element of the scientific 
vision “is rebellion against the restric-
tions imposed by the locally prevailing 
culture,” and that scientists “should be 
artists and rebels, obeying their own 
instincts rather than social demands or 
philosophical principles.”

Contrary to this liberal if not libertar-
ian concept of scientific open-minded-
ness, there has been growing pressure 
on scientists to tow the line and endorse 
what is nowadays called the ‘scientific 
consensus’ – on numerous contentious 
issues. Dissenting scientists frequently 
face ostracism and denunciation when 
they dare to go against the current. Has 
Western science become more authori-
tarian in recent years or have rebellious 
scientists always had to face similar 
condemnation and resentment? And 
how can young scientists develop intel-
lectual independence and autonomy 
in a bureaucratic world of funding 
dependency?

Freeman Dyson: Certainly the 
growing rigidity of scientific organi-
zations is a real and serious problem. 
I like to remind young scientists of 
examples in the recent past when 
people without paper qualifications 
made great contributions. Two of my 
favourites are: Milton Humason, who 
drove mules carrying material up the 
mountain trail to build the Mount 

Wilson Observatory, and then when 
the observatory was built got a job as a 
janitor, and ended up as a staff astrono-
mer second-in-command to Hubble. 
Bernhardt Schmidt, the inventor of the 
Schmidt telescope which revolution-
ized optical astronomy, who worked 
independently as a lens-grinder and 
beat the big optical companies at their 
own game. I tell young people that the 
new technologies of computing, tele-
communication, optical detection and 
microchemistry actually empower the 
amateur to do things that only profes-
sionals could do before.

Amateurs and small companies will 
have a growing role in the future of 
science. This will compensate for the 
increasing bureaucratization of the big 
organizations. Bright young people will 
start their own companies and do their 
own science.

Benny Peiser: In a Winter Com-
mencement Address at the University 
of Michigan two years ago you called 
yourself a heretic on global warming, 
the most notorious dogma of modern 
science. You have described global 
warming anxiety as grossly exag-
gerated and have openly voiced your 
doubts about the reliability of climate 
models. These models, you argue, “do a 
very poor job of describing the clouds, 
the dust, the chemistry and the biology 
of fields, farms and forests. They do not 
begin to describe the real world that we 
live in.” There seems to be an almost 
complete endorsement of the world’s 
scientific organisations and elites of 
these models together with claims that 
they reliably epitomize reality and can 
consistently predict future climate 
change. How do you feel belonging to a 
tiny minority of scientists who dare to 
voice their doubts openly?

Freeman Dyson: I am always 
happy to be in the minority. Concern-
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ing the climate models, I know enough 
of the details to be sure that they are 
unreliable. They are full of fudge fac-
tors that are fitted to the existing cli-
mate, so the models more or less agree 
with the observed data. But there is no 
reason to believe that the same fudge 
factors would give the right behaviour 
in a world with different chemistry, for 
example in a world with increased CO2 
in the atmosphere.

Benny Peiser: In a chapter about 
the scientific revolutions in modern 
physics and mathematics, you describe 
the deep intellectual confusion in 
Weimar Germany in the aftermath 
of the First World War. You portray a 
society troubled by a mood of doom 
and gloom, a milieu that was condu-
cive for scientific revolution as well 
as political upheaval. Unmistakably, 
the Great War set off a major shift in 
German thought, from the idea of 
progress and technological confidence 
to cultural pessimism and apocalypti-
cism. As we know, the consequences of 
this mood of despair was calamitous. 
Do you see any comparison with the 
gloomy frame of mind that seems to be 
on the increase among many Western 
scientists today?

Freeman Dyson: Yes, the west-
ern academic world is very much like 
Weimar Germany, finding itself in a 
situation of losing power and influ-
ence. Fortunately, the countries that 
matter now are China and India, and 
the Chinese and Indian experts do not 
share the mood of doom and gloom. It 
is amusing to see China and India take 
on today the role that America took in 
the nineteen-thirties, still believing in 
technology as the key to a better life for 
everyone.

Benny Peiser: One of your most 
influential lectures is re-published in 
your new book. I am talking about 
your Bernal Lecture which you deliv-
ered in London in 1972, one year after 
Desmond Bernal’s death. As you point 
out, the lecture provided the founda-
tion for much of your writing in later 
years. What strikes me about your 
remarkably optimistic lecture is its 
almost religious tone. It was deliv-
ered at a time, similar to the period 
after World War I, when a new age of 
techno-pessimism came to the fore, 

reinforced by Hiroshima and Vietnam.
It is in this atmosphere of entrenched 

techno-scepticism and environmental 
anxiety that you advanced biologi-
cal, genetic and geo-engineering as 
industrial trappings of social progress 
and environmental protection. At 
the height of ecological anxiety, in 
the same year as the Club of Rome 
proclaimed the “Limits to Growth,” 
you envisaged endless technological 
advancement, terrestrial progress and 
the greening of the galaxy, famously 
predicting that “we shall learn to grow 
trees on comets.”

At one point towards the end of your 
lecture, you christen your speech a 
“sermon.” Indeed, your entire lecture 
reads as if it was written for a tor-
mented audience searching for a glim-
mer of hope. In his book The Religion 
of Technology, David Noble claims 
that the whole history of technological 
innovation and advancement has been 
primarily a religious endeavour. Noble 
claims that even today your ideas of 
technological solutions to terrestrial 
problems constitute in essence a reli-
gious conviction. How much of your 
cosmological view of the world has 
indeed been shaped by Judeo-Christian 
traditions? And do you see that there is 
an inherent link between your religious 
and your philosophical optimism?

Freeman Dyson: It is true that the 
tradition of Judeo-Christian religion 
is strongly coupled with philosophi-
cal optimism. Hope is high on the list 
of virtues. God did not put us here 
on earth to moan and groan. As my 
mother used to say, “God helps those 
who help themselves”.

I am generally optimistic because 
our human heritage seems to have 
equipped us very well for dealing with 
challenges, from ice-ages and cave-
bears to diseases and over-population. 
The whole species did cooperate to 
eliminate small-pox, and the women 
of Mexico did reduce their average 
family size from seven to two and a 
half in fifty years. Science has helped 
us to understand challenges and also to 
defeat them.

I am especially optimistic just now 
because of a seminal discovery that was 
made recently by comparing genomes 
of different species. David Haussler 
and his colleagues at UC Santa Cruz 
discovered a small patch of DNA which 
they call HAR1, short for Human 
Accelerated Region 1. This patch 
appears to be strictly conserved in the 
genomes of mouse, rat, chicken and 
chimpanzee, which means that it must 
have been performing an essential 
function that was unchanged for about 
three hundred million years from the 
last common ancestor of birds and 
mammals until today.

But the same patch appears grossly 
modified with eighteen mutations 
in the human genome, which means 
that it must have changed its func-
tion in the last six million years from 
the common ancestor of chimps and 
humans to modern humans. Somehow, 
that little patch of DNA expresses an 
essential difference between humans 
and other mammals. We know two 
other significant facts about HAR1. 
First, it does not code for a protein but 
codes for RNA. Second, the RNA for 
which it codes is active in the cortex 
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The extremes of religious dogmatism in the USA 
and of atheistic dogmatism in Britain are greatly 
exaggerated by the media. In both countries, the 

average atheist and the average Christian are 
not dogmatic or unreasonable

of the human embryonic brain during 
the second trimester of pregnancy. It is 
likely that the rapid evolution of HAR1 
has something to do with the rapid 
evolution of the human brain during 
the last six million years.

I am optimistic because I see the 
discovery of HAR1 as a seminal event 
in the history of science, marking the 
beginning of a new understanding of 
human evolution and human nature. 
I see it as a big step toward the fulfil-
ment of the dream described in 1929 by 
Desmond Bernal, one of the pioneers 
of molecular biology, in his little book, 
The World, the Flesh and the Devil: An 
Enquiry into the Future of the Three 
Enemies of the Rational Soul. Bernal 
saw science as our best tool for defeat-
ing the three enemies. The World 
means floods and famines and climate 
changes. The Flesh means diseases and 
senile infirmities. The Devil means 
the dark irrational passions that lead 
otherwise rational beings into strife 
and destruction. I am optimistic 
because I see HAR1 as a new tool lead-
ing us toward a deep understanding of 
human nature and toward the ultimate 
defeat of our last enemy.

Benny Peiser: Britain’s leading 
cosmologists seem to be particularly 
gloomy about the future of civilisa-
tion and humankind. The so-called 
Doomsday Argument seems to have 
had a significant influence on many 
Cambridge-based scientists. It has 
induced among them a conviction that 
global catastrophe is almost imminent. 
Martin Rees, for instance, estimates 
that there is a 50% chance of human 
extinction during the next 100 years. 
How do you explain this apocalyptic 
mood among leading cosmologists in 
Britain and the almost desperate tone 
of their pronouncements?

Freeman Dyson: My view of the 
prevalence of doom-and-gloom in 
Cambridge is that it is a result of the 
English class system. In England there 
were always two sharply opposed middle 
classes, the academic middle class and 
the commercial middle class. In the 
nineteenth century, the academic middle 
class won the battle for power and 
status. As a child of the academic middle 
class, I learned to look on the com-
mercial middle class with loathing and 
contempt. Then came the triumph of 
Margaret Thatcher, which was also the 
revenge of the commercial middle class. 
The academics lost their power and pres-
tige and the business people took over. 
The academics never forgave Thatcher 
and have been gloomy ever since.

Benny Peiser: Your sociological 
reading raises the question whether 
the current fashion of issuing dooms-
day predictions could be interpreted 
as the revenge by leading academics 
against the business community? After 
all, their very activities, success and 
societal role are blamed for impend-
ing catastrophe. Could it be that the 
scientific prophets of doom are trying 
to regain some of their lost influence by 
portraying themselves as saviours who, 
at the same time, provide governments 
with strong incentives for increased 
state power and intervention?

Freeman Dyson: I agree with your 
diagnosis of the academic disease. The 
academics are suffering from business 
envy, in the USA as well as in Britain. 
And of course there are companies 
like Halliburton that it is reasonable 
to hate, enjoying political power in the 
Bush government and profiteering from 
the war that they encouraged Bush to 
start. Opposition to the war is mixed up 
with opposition to the business com-
munity. But I agree with you that there 

is a longer-lasting envy of the business 
community that has nothing to do with 
the war. The academics preaching doom 
and gloom are indeed hoping to take 
their revenge on the business commu-
nity by capturing the government.

Benny Peiser: There has been an 
apparent shift among the political 
left and liberals from what used to be 
called progressive ideas to more dys-
topian anxieties. What are the reasons 
that you have not been carried away by 
this tide of cultural and technological 
pessimism. And why have so few aca-
demics and authors of popular science 
been able to resist this shift towards 
unhappiness and desperation? In other 
words, how much of our optimism is 
shaped by people around us and posi-
tive experiences, and how much is due 
to rational thought, I wonder?

Freeman Dyson: I do not agree 
that there has been a recent shift from 
progressive ideas to dystopian anxiet-
ies. The best writers have always been 
dystopian. In the 1890s we had Wells’s 
Time Machine and The Island of Doctor 
Moreau‘. In the 1930s Huxley’s Brave 
New World. These were the classics 
that I grew up with seventy years ago. 
Nothing that has been written recently 
is gloomier than Wells and Huxley. 
And in spite of that, there have always 
been optimists like me and Amory 
Lovins. I recommend Amory Lovins as 
an antidote to gloom and doom.

Benny Peiser: Finally, let me ask 
you about your thoughts regarding 
Britain, the country of your birth, the 
USA, the country of your choice, and 
the future of the Western democra-
cies. At the end of your new book you 
write that “without religion, the life of 
a country would be greatly impover-
ished.” Perhaps nothing symbolises the 
glaring differences between Britain and 



Feb/March 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 31

the USA more than the gradual fading 
of religion in the cultural life of the 
UK and the profound permeation of 
religion on public life in the US. Some-
times I wonder whether both extremes 
may be detrimental to a stable, liberal 
and open-minded society. In a world 
of mounting intellectual dogmatism, 
is there, in your view, a middle way 
between the Scylla of nihilist despair 
and the Charybdis of fundamentalist 
unreasonableness?

Freeman Dyson: I do not agree 
with your assessment of religion in 
Britain and the USA. The extremes 
of religious dogmatism in the USA 
and of atheistic dogmatism in Britain 
are greatly exaggerated by the media. 
In both countries, the average athe-
ist and the average Christian are not 
dogmatic or unreasonable. So far as I 
can see, there is about the same variety 
of beliefs on both sides of the ocean. 
Certainly we do not need any accu-
rate navigation to find a middle way 
between the two extremes. Probably 
ninety percent of the population are 
somewhere in the middle.

It is also interesting in this con-
nection to observe the similarity, in 
optimistic mood and rapid material 
progress, between China and India. 
Although China is traditionally non-
religious and India is traditionally 
permeated with religion, this does not 
seem to make much difference. In both 
countries, rapidly growing wealth and 
technological progress create a mood 
of optimism, with or without religion.

P.S. One more thing. I met your 
father’s cousin Ernst Straus once when 
he came to a conference in Princeton. 
He gave an interesting talk about the 
frustrations of being Einstein’s assis-
tant. He said Einstein treated his assis-
tants as slaves, in the tradition of the 
German Geheimrat. It was a thankless 
job with very little joy, and he escaped 
as soon as he could.

Benny Peiser: Thank you for the 
interview, Professor Dyson!

14 March 2007

FOOTNOTE: Professor Benny Peiser 

is the director of the Global Warming 

Policy Foundation, whose bulletins on 

climate change news can be read daily 

at www.thegwpf.org

http://www.thegwpf.org
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The global economy is confounding the con-
ventional wisdom of the past decade and the 
coming year will see a remarkable shift.

The developed world, written off by so many as 
tired, divided and with dysfunctional political sys-
tems, will grow. The emergent economies, however, 
from which so much had been expected, are likely 
to falter.

The United States, having added 2 million new jobs 
each of the past two years, will add at least another 2 
million and perhaps more as its economy grows at 3 
percent or more. Japan will continue to grow on the 
back of a jaw-dropping exercise in liquidity creation 
by the government and central bank. And even 
Europe, led by Britain, will grow a little.

By contrast, the once-fabled BRIC countries of 
Brazil, Russia, India and China, will underperform 
expectations. For China, it is important to realize 
that the greater the degree of underperformance, 
the better. The economy has been on steroids for 
too long, with domestic consumption held down to 
finance massive investment (and over-investment) 
in infrastructure and in industrial capacity.

The bumpy year ahead

invest by martin walker

The key element of the Beijing government’s 
strategy for the rest of this decade is to rebalance 
the economy to increase domestic consumption 
while restraining rent-seeking and over-investment 
by state-owned enterprises. By definition, this will 
mean slower growth, even as the demographic 
and environmental problems start to bite. China is 
aging fast and the number of young people coming 
into the workforce is declining.

The credit market is dangerously overheated, 
despite government attempts to rein it in. China’s 
own official figures suggest that credit is at least 215 
percent of gross domestic product and credit this 
year has expanded around 20 percent. Bad loans 
are being rolled over and not recognized on bank 
balance sheets and the shadow banking system, 
which has shown great ingenuity in sidestepping 
government controls, continues to flourish and the 
property bubble expands with it.

There are other threats to the global economy, 
starting with the effects of the U.S. Federal Reserve’s 
decision to cut back on its bond-buying program 
and that to start ending the era of cheap money.
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The eurozone continues to 
do the bidding of the German 
government, whose main 
concern is to lull its voters into 
the comforting illusion that 
the deficits of their European 
partners have nothing to do with 
Germany’s trade surpluses

The first hints that the Fed was about to start tapering off the 
easy money hit the markets hard in 2013. This helps explain 
the way that global growth, having been 3 percent in 2012, fell 
to 2.8 this year. Next year should see global growth reaching 4 
percent, so long as the markets don’t overreact yet again.

As Deutsche Bank analysts warn in a year-end note, there 
could be serious risks on the downside: “The rise in bond 
yields triggered by the change of tack in U.S. monetary 
policy could turn out to be much more pronounced than we 
forecast. This could lead to problems especially for emerging 
markets where credit volumes have grown significantly in 
recent years. But in Europe, too, besides the vagaries of the 
comprehensive review of the European banking system by 
the ECB and EBA the political developments in many mem-
ber states hold considerable potential for disruption.”

That is an understatement. The real threat for 2014 is 
political risk. On the one hand, the most otiose of such 
risks, the inability of the U.S. system to function, appears to 
have receded. After years in which Congress refused to vote 
budgets, let alone agree a long-term strategy to balance taxes 
with spending and to allow for future pension and health 
costs, a modest degree of good sense and compromise has 
broken out. The world’s biggest economy and credit market 
is showing promising signs of getting its house in order.

Would that the rest of the world’s political systems were in 
similar shape. The eurozone continues to do the bidding of 
the German government, whose main concern is to lull its 
voters into the comforting illusion that the deficits of their 
European partners have nothing to do with Germany’s trade 
surpluses. This won’t end well.

Europeans, like Indians will be voting this year (in fact 
close to half the world’s population will vote this year for 
something).

The India vote will matter a lot, since India’s economic 
woes can be tackled by government action against subsidies, 

corruption and staggering levels of bureaucratic inefficiency.
The vote for the European Parliament won’t matter so 

much, unless (as many in Brussels fear) disgruntled electors 
cast their ballots in unprecedented numbers for populist 
Euroskeptics. The main result of this will be panic among 
the main political parties, which will try to steal some of the 
populist ideas like controlling flows of migrants from poor 
European countries.

But in important emergent markets like Turkey, Brazil, 
Thailand, Indonesia and Nigeria, the political outlook for 
2014 is so gloomy that we could be facing a year of living 
dangerously, with little prospect of the United States or 
Europe having any inclination to do much about it.

The long-term result of the last decade with its wretch-
edly inconclusive wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is that the 
United States seems to be washing its hands of its traditional 
responsibility for global stability. If so, all the economic 
growth in the world won’t save us from some very troubled 
times ahead.
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gadgets

3Upp charger
Upp provides instant energy 

at your fingertips allowing you 
to discover the freedom of 
personal energy generation. Upp 
conveniently powers and charges 
all your compatible hand-held 
electronic devices via USB.  Just 
connect the Upp fuel cell to a 
replaceable Upp fuel cartridge 
and experience instant energy 
gratification. Stay connected 
with your favourite device on the 
move. Liberate yourself from the 
wall socket forever. Upp is your 
energy. As a member of the Upp 
community, you can download 
the FREE Upp App from your 
store. The Upp App gives you 
access to a wealth of fuel cell 
stats and interactive charging 
data, and records your personal 
energy journey in your personal 
profile. Experience energy 
freedom, wherever you are.
www.beupp.com

1

2
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4BublCam
Google StreetView 

made many people aware of 
the possibilities in capturing 
spherical imagery, but they and 
others have yet to make the 
technology affordable, truly 
portable of available for market 
consumption. Our goal was 
to change that by providing a 
portable unit at a retail price 
point. Bubl has taken the last 2 
years to develop the BublCam 
to be a market ready spherical 
camera that captures 100% 
of the spherical range through 
panoramic photos and videos. 
Although we are very proud of 
the camera we have been able to 
produce, it would not be much 
without the bubl software. It 
allows users to look, up, down 
and in every direction and fully 
interact with the content they 
and others have created. 
www.bublcam.com

1Mann A18
Our niftiest Android 

smartphone – ideal for farmers, 
beachgoers, skiers, hikers and 
trampers, boaties, anyone 
who works or plays outdoors. 
Why? Because it’s waterproof, 
dustproof and shockproof, and 
with its dual sim cards you have 
more phone coverage options. 
This phone can remain immersed 
in two metres of water for 
half an hour and still be fully 
functional – much longer than 
you can hold your breath for! 
It won’t let you down in rain, 
storm, flood or snow, plus the 
functionality of GPS and free 
optional ‘distress’ and ‘tracking’ 
apps mean your family will 
always know where to find you. 
Optional emergency warning 
strobe light apps will make you 
visible from miles away. Just 
$499. Phone 0800 747 007.
www.investigatemagazine.co.nz

2 Epson Expression 
Photo XP-950

The Expression Photo XP-950 
puts professional-quality photo 
printing right at your fingertips. 
This wide-format all-in-one 
features 6-color inks and an 
innovative, fold-over scan lid that 
holds originals in place. Quickly 
produce stunning borderless 
photos up to 11” x 17” or print 
4” x 6” photos in as fast as 11 
seconds. The XP-950 makes it 
easier than ever to print from 
your iPad, iPhone, tablet or 
smartphone, whether in your 
home or out and about. No 
matter what you choose to print, 
you’re ready with a dedicated 
photo tray, specialty paper 
support and CD/DVD printing. 
Share the XP-950 with multiple 
computers and mobile devices, 
and enjoy the freedom to print 
from anywhere in your home.
www.epson.co.nz

http://www.beupp.com
http://www.bublcam.com
http://www.investigatemagazine.co.nz
http://www.epson.co.nz
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mall

3Morpher helmet
Morpher is an incredibly 

innovative new helmet which folds 
flat for easy portability! Morpher 
folds & unfolds quickly and simply 
so it’s perfect for cyclists who 
want to carry a helmet more 
easily. Morpher has been designed 
to surpass all relevant safety 
standards. Morpher is aimed at all 
cyclists. Eventually it will also be 
marketed to other users of sports 
safety helmets (skiers, skaters, 
snow boarders, hockey players). 
Morpher’s flat profile will allow 
innovative selling methods such 
as at vending machines placed by 
major bicycle hire points. Morpher 
is all about protecting cyclists and 
saving lives. Our mission is to make 
it far easier to have a helmet with 
you whenever you want to hop on 
a bike. It’s inevitable that as more 
people take to the road on a bicycle, 
more people will have accidents. 
www.morpherhelmet.com

1Nokia Lumia 2520
True mobility means being 

able to use your tablet wherever 
you choose to go. The Nokia Lumia 
2520 has a high resolution, full 
HD display with the best outdoor 
readability so you can use it 
anywhere under the sun. Snap on 
the Nokia Power Keyboard and let 
your fingers do the talking. With 
up to five hours of extra battery 
life, a touch pad and two full-sized 
USB ports, getting things done on 
the move has never been easier. 
Create and edit Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint files on the go. Synch 
your email and calendars with 
Outlook. And with up to 64GB of 
expandable memory and SkyDrive, 
you can save your documents and 
pick up where you left off whenever 
you want. Your Lumia devices talk 
to each other. Modify and stream 
your smartphone photos and videos 
on your tablet with just one tap. 
www.nokia.com

4Neptune Pine 
With unparalleled connectivity 

and an extensive set of features on 
your wrist, the Pine smartwatch 
does it all, without the need for 
Bluetooth-tethering. Leaving you 
to live smart and be free, to do 
whatever you do best, in every 
field of your life. A flick of the 
wrist delivers your social news – 
posts, tweets, instant messages, 
emails – anytime, anywhere. And 
with 2G/3G support, Wi-Fi, and 
Bluetooth, you can just as easily 
respond, as well as make and 
receive phone calls, browse the 
web, and much more. No matter 
what’s happening in the room, stay 
on top of your life with discreet 
notifications that ring or vibrate 
at your wrist. Just as handy, your 
Pine smartwatch has all the helpful 
features you’d expect from a PDA: 
calendar, alarms, notes, voice 
recorder, and calculator.  
www.neptunepine.com

2DoorBot
DoorBot is a simple yet 

powerful Wi-Fi enabled doorbell that 
streams live video of a home’s front 
doorstep directly to a smartphone 
or tablet. DoorBot automatically 
records the video stream of every 
visitor who rings DoorBot and store 
it in the cloud. DoorBot owners 
can then access the footage via the 
DoorBot portal online or through the 
free DoorBot app. Users will now 
have a video log of every visitor they 
receive, even when they cannot 
answer DoorBot’s call. DoorBot 
enables residents to see and speak 
with visitors from anywhere in 
the world via the free mobile app. 
DoorBot is fully compatible with 
Lockitron, enabling users to let 
family and trusted friends into 
their home remotely. Customers 
can order DoorBot on our website 
($US199 or package with both 
DoorBot and Lockitron $US349).
www.getdoorbot.com

1

2

3

4

http://www.morpherhelmet.com
http://www.nokia.com
http://www.neptunepine.com
http://www.getdoorbot.com
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At long last, I wrapped the slate-colored 
device around my wrist.

The rubbery strap was tricky to clasp. I’d 
already read reviews online complaining about its 
tendency to come loose, but after a few seconds, I 
had it secured.

It was a little tight. I loosened it.
Even with the better fit, why did I suddenly 

feel like I’d handcuffed myself? Wasn’t this what 
I wanted? Prowling stores for the best price with 
Web searches, deciding instead to go brick-and-
mortar on a shopping quest, racing to a southwest 
Austin Target to grab the last one.

And now I had doubts? What was I committing 
to, exactly?

The device is a $130 gadget, a fitness device called 
a Fitbit Force. Starting this month, it’s become a 
part of my body.

At the Consumer Electronics Show 2014 in Las 
Vegas, tech product makers try to set the tone for 
the year’s must-have gadgets (never mind that 
Apple does not attend). There, wrist-worn fitness 
trackers were red-hot.

Devices from companies including Nike, Fitbit and 
Jawbone already dominate the market. But that’s not 
stopping Sony, Garmin, Razer and many others from 
trying to get into the act with dozens of products with 
names like “Vivofit” and “Misfit Shine.”

Every year at the show, a few categories of 
emerging products catch fire. In the past, it’s been 
tablets, HDTV sets and 3-D television (remember 
that fad?). For 2014, tech companies are pushing 
higher-res, smarter TV sets, connected auto gear 
and home appliances – even the humble CrockPot 
– that connect to the Internet.

But the wristbands are worth considering on their 

tech by omar l. gallaga

Wristband trackers – data 
handcuffs or handy helpers?
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own as part of a larger wave of so-called “Wearables,” elec-
tronics meant to be on your body all the time. This category 
includes smart watches; the idea is that you’ll want the kind of 
technology that’s on your smartphone, complete with a screen 
and Internet connection, on your wrist all the time.

Despite hype, smart watches have not yet proved popu-
lar. Samsung’s first attempt, the Galaxy Gear, earned poor 
reviews and, apparently, low sales. The company is already 
talking about ways it will improve the next version. Apple, 
long rumored to be working on an iWatch, has kept quiet. 
Smart watches so far seem clunky and impractical.

But the fitness activity trackers, simpler devices that let 
wirelessly connected smartphones or computers do most of 
the data heavy lifting, have started to become mainstream. 
Some models disappeared from store shelves before and 
after the holidays, shifting cleverly from good gift idea to 
New Year’s resolution must-have.

You know what they say about being careful what you 
wish for?

Now that I had the Fitbit, charged and synced to my 
phone, I began to realize what I was getting myself into.

Living with a smartphone, for those of us who fully com-
mit, is agreeing to take on a life partner. You trust it with 
your contacts, your appointments, your personal photos and 
videos, your music, games and phone calls.

But you probably don’t have it on you every hour of the 
day. It might lay muted next to you at night, but you don’t 
sleep with it.

The Fitbit I’m using is a constant companion. It tracks 
sleep, so it’s on even then. The only time it leaves my wrist 
is when I take a shower and that’s only because it’s not 
waterproof.

It’s quietly counting. Sizing up things. When I sleep, it 
hopes I keep very still, but is monitoring things just in case I 
wake up at 3 a.m. to get a glass of water or if I’m tossing and 
turning (what it calls “Restless sleep”) at 5:35 a.m. when the 
kids have abandoned their own bed for ours an hour before 
it’s time to get up.

I want the data. I’d like to know how many steps I took in 
a day and how many calories I burned. I’d love to be able to 
look back six months and see if my activity was greater than 
it is now and try to figure out what that is.

But I’m also a little uncomfortable with being tracked all 
the time even when I’m in on the surveillance and the target 
is myself.

There are all kinds of worry you could have about where 
that data goes – who has access to it, who could steal or sell 
it or what sneaky marketing could be done to push products 
at you based on your private habits and preferences.

But at a more personal level, I worry that I’m stepping into 
a zone where what I put out there about myself is becoming 
more and more involuntary. I actively control what emails 
I send, what Tweets I post, when I’m visible online for a 
Google Talk chat.

The Fitbit, however, adds another layer of information 
about me that I’ll forget is even there, an ever-growing pile 
of information that is probably useful to someone in some 
way. Will it be useful to me?

I squeeze the tiny button on its side to scroll through the 
things it knows about me, what it wants to tell me about my 
day. Time, steps walked, distance in miles, calories burned, 
stairs climbed, amount of active time.

I’m not sure what any of that information means, really. 
So I take more steps and try to find a set of stairs to climb so 
I won’t disappoint the quiet trainer on my wrist.

Then, I begin to feel a little sorry for this humble-looking 
wristband of plastic, silicon and glass. I’m expecting an 
awful lot for $130.

I want it to motivate me to be more active, to exercise 
more and, eventually, to lose a little weight. I want it to help 
me sleep better. It wouldn’t hurt if it helped me keep track of 
what I’m eating and drinking.

With more exercise and better sleep, I’ll be able to write 
more productively, to more patiently parent my kids, to be a 
kinder, better person.

Is that crazy, like expecting this thing to lead me to a 
pot full of gold coins? Isn’t it enough that the device cares 
enough to pay attention to my boring daily habits without 
complaint?

Fitness wristbands very likely help a lot of people get hold 
of their habits, helping them see what they’re not doing 
enough of and creating an awareness that, in the best-case 
scenario, fosters change.

But I suspect these wristbands, some of which chime and 
flash lights and send email alerts, are just as much about our 
need to be told, at every-increasing frequency, that we’re on 
the right track. A positive-reinforcement nanny state. But 
stylish and fun to wear.

Eventually, smartphones, smart watches, activity track-
ers and whatever technology comes out of the freaky-deaky 
Google Glass project will merge in some way. Ideally, this 
digital uber-companion of the future will do a better job 
staying out of the way, getting your attention a lot less often.

Now that I had the Fitbit, 
charged and synced to my 
phone, I began to realize what 
I was getting myself into
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The Internet of tomorrow has arrived, and it’s 
about much more than Facebook, Netflix, 
Twitter and email, the services we use to 

connect with one another.
This new Internet already has its own acronym, 

IoT, for “Internet of Things.” And while many of its 
architects are well-known Silicon Valley com-
panies, longtime Milwaukee industrial stalwart 
Rockwell Automation Inc. has positioned itself at 
the heart of the phenomenon, which some consider 
the next industrial revolution.

“We’re past the inflection point, where there are 
now more things connected to the Internet than 

people,” Rockwell Chief Executive Keith Nosbusch 
said in a keynote speech in Barcelona in late Octo-
ber at the first Internet of Things World Forum.

The Internet of Things will be defined by the 
exponential growth of Web-enabled “things” that 
measure, monitor and control the physical world, 
talking with each other more than they talk with 
humans. Among the many examples: thermostats, 
car keys, public toilets, lake levels, parking meters 
and parking spaces, refrigerators and televisions, 
subways and airports, automated teller machines, 
soil conditions for crops, and garbage cans that can 
say when they’re full.

Internet of Things

online by john schmid



Feb/March 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 39

Starbucks has installed 
Internet links on 500 specialty 
coffee brewing machines 
around the country, allowing 
its “coffee expertise team” in its 
Seattle headquarters to track 
which roasts are most popular

The implementation of what Cisco Systems Inc. CEO 
John Chambers calls the “fourth wave of the Internet” is 
underway.

Since last August, for example, Starbucks has installed 
Internet links on 500 specialty coffee brewing machines 
around the country, allowing its “coffee expertise team” in 
its Seattle headquarters to track which roasts are most popu-
lar. The sensors also send predictive maintenance reports if 
any parts are wearing out, “to make sure they perform opti-
mally,” said a Starbucks spokeswoman. Starbucks is about to 
expand the number to 1,000.

Also, Japanese health authorities have installed Web-
enabled sensors in some toilets to monitor bio-genetic health 
issues, according to Cisco. And the company says sensors on 
some automated teller machines already can recognize gun-
shots or human distress signals; Cisco experts foresee a time 
when the ATM will be able to notify police and possibly link 
to traffic monitors that can shut down traffic in the vicinity, 
if needed.

“We are at the very, very beginning of a super-intercon-
nected world,” said Steve Steinhilber, a senior Cisco execu-
tive who works on smart ecosystems.

Cisco, the world’s biggest maker of Internet equipment, 
estimates that sensors currently are installed on fewer than 
1 percent of the non-human devices that have the potential 
to transmit data from an IP (Internet protocol) address. But 
that’s rapidly changing. By 2020, when the world popula-
tion will hit 7.7 billion, Cisco expects 50 billion devices to be 
interconnected.

That will create a profusion of data unlike ever before. 
And those devices will be communicating at least as much 
with each other as with humans. “Increasingly, everything 
will be connected to everything,” said Rob Soderbery, a 
senior Cisco strategist for IoT networks.

Rockwell, known for 110 years for its made-in-Milwaukee 
factory controls, now is morphing into a Web pioneer on an 
industrial scale, supplying routers, switches and other types 
of hardware that make up the backbone of the Internet.

Rockwell’s engineers routinely take entire factories 
online, installing Internet-linked sensors across the fac-
tory floor to synchronize production and link machines to 
smart electricity grids that help reduce energy costs and to 
smartphones that can monitor processes and product lines 
remotely.

The company also meshes these “smart” factories, oil 
refineries, food processors and water treatment plants with 
networks of third-party suppliers and customers, so parts 
can be ordered and products delivered automatically and 
more efficiently than ever.

As microchip tags become smaller and cheaper – they 
can be ingested to track human biometrics – the super-
networked world will spawn raw data too quickly and too 
prodigiously for human consumption, billowing terabytes 
by the nanosecond.

And that’s expected to usher in new opportunities and 
business models, posits Sujeet Chand, chief technology 
officer at Rockwell.

That starts with a new form of analytics to analyze a mas-

sive cloud of dynamic, ever-changing information, Chand 
said. Experts theorize about the need for “reality search 
engines,” which will create holographic data maps and offer 
predictive, diagnostic and prescriptive guidance – not just 
looking for a job, but watching employment sectors on the 
verge of creating or shedding employment; planning a trip 
for maximum convenience; collecting evidence to prosecute 
crimes.

“It’s the marriage of minds and machines,” said Marco 
Annunziata, chief economist at General Electric Co. “This is 
a transformation as powerful as the industrial revolution ... “ 
he said in a presentation broadcast online as part of the TED 
Talk lecture series.

The IoT will take much of the guesswork out of running 
an organization, futurists predict. Diagnostic capabilities 
will mean intelligent machines are fixed in advance: “There 
will be no more power outages, no more flight delays,” 
Annunziata predicted.
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science by melissa healy

The clenched-fist, hair-on-fire feeling you get 
when gripped by anger, the warm-all-over 
sensation of happiness, the bilious wave that 

gnaws at your throat with disgust – these are the 
cues the body sends up to ready the mind for what 
comes next: fighting, hugging or withdrawal. And 
they appear to vary little across cultures, says a new 
study, which draws a detailed map of emotions and 
the distinct bodily sensations that accompany them.

The corporal topography of emotion is likely to 
have evolved over millions of generations, and even 
if the mind isn’t listening, those somatosensory 
cues make sense: With anger, fear or surprise, our 
heartbeat picks up in readiness for flight or fight, 
and so our chest feels tight. The muscles in our 
arms and legs feel clenched in anger, but in sadness, 
they feel limp. Happiness spreads its warmth even 
across the hips and genitals, but those areas typi-
cally go cold when we feel sad, angry or disgusted.

Writing in the journal PNAS, researchers in Fin-
land report that across five different experiments 
ranging in size from 32 to 305 subjects, participants 
linked seven different emotions with the same 
somatosensory experiences with such consistency, 
it could not be a matter of chance. The pairings 
they made were consistent whether they were asked 
to react to emotionally suggestive words or to read 

Emotions move us 
in the same places

Even across the linguistic barriers, 
there was 70 per cent agreement 
among participants on where in 
the body emotions are felt

short stories and view films that conjured strong 
emotional responses.

Even when viewing photographs of a person’s 
face conveying a specific emotion, subjects drew 
maps of that person’s likely feelings that were con-
sistently similar.

The pairings of emotion and accompanying 
sensation also transcended language: Participants 
were Northern Europeans who were either Finn-
ish or Swedish speakers and Taiwanese individuals 
whose native tongue is Hokkein, one of a family 
of Chinese languages. Even across the linguistic 
barriers, there was 70 per cent agreement among 
participants on where in the body emotions are felt.

With more complex emotions – pride, shame, 
envy, depression, contempt, anxiety and love – the 
study’s participants did not draw somatosensory 
maps with as much overlap. But they were still 
similar enough to beat chance.

Studies of emotional processing that have used 
brain scans also suggest that we link distinct bodily 
sensations with certain emotions, and do so consis-
tently – and perhaps that there is overlap between 
the neural circuits of emotion and the personal 
body map each of us has in our sensory cortex.

The authors of the study, led by Lauri Nummenmaa 
of Aalto University’s School of Science in Espoo, Fin-
land, suggest that people with emotional processing 
difficulties stemming, say, from anxiety, depression or 
psychopathy, may also “feel” their emotions in places 
different from those in good mental health. “Topo-
graphical changes in emotion-triggered sensations 
in the body could thus provide a novel biomarker for 
emotional disorders,” they write.
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music by glenn gamboa

New from Peter Gabriel and 
Stephen Malkmus & The Jicks

PETER GABRIEL
And I’ll Scratch Yours
Grade: B
In 2010, Peter Gabriel released an album of cov-
ers called “Scratch My Back,” featuring his take 
on songs by Arcade Fire, Bon Iver, Lou Reed and 
others, and intended to follow it with an album 
of those artists covering his songs. Well, it took 
nearly four years to gather what he needed to keep 
his promise, but much of “And I’ll Scratch Yours” 
(Real World) is certainly worth the wait.

Paul Simon’s version of “Biko” is more tender 
than Gabriel’s original, lamenting the death of 
anti-apartheid activist Stephen Biko with acoustic 
guitars and sweet string sections. Where Gabriel is 
defiant, Simon is more fragile and emotional.

Joseph Arthur’s reworking of “Shock the Monkey” 
is haunting and desperate, removing the telltale 
synth riffs and dramatic rhythms and replacing 
them with a layer of rumbling guitar that puts all the 
focus on the lyrics and Arthur’s yearning delivery. 
Reed turns the wistful “Solsbury Hill” into a stomp-
ing, snarling piece, filled with guitar roar.

It’s that combination of a new artist’s work and 
Gabriel’s original ideas that makes “And I’ll Scratch 
Yours” so interesting, though some of the compila-
tion’s artists do well by simply moving the songs to 

the artistic ground they normally mine.
Arcade Fire’s take on “Games Without Frontiers” 

places the Gabriel song in the same retro-dance 
vibe of their album “Reflektor,” while Bon Iver’s 
“Come Talk to Me” could have come from “Bon 
Iver, Bon Iver.”

Though some of the inventions don’t quite match 
the originals, most of “And I’ll Scratch Yours” 
keeps Gabriel’s experimental spirit.

STEPHEN MALKMUS & THE JICKS
Wig Out at Jagbags
Grade: B-plus
Stephen Malkmus has always been an enigma, both 
in the pioneering indie-rock band Pavement and 
with his band The Jicks. On “Wig Out at Jagbags” 
(Matador), Malkmus may seem more straightfor-
ward, but trying to follow his winding logic will 
still get you lost. On the first single, “Lariat,” he 
declares, “We grew up listening to music from 
the best decade ever – talkin’ ‘bout the Eight-ti-
ties,” after admitting, “We lived on Tennyson and 
venison and the Grateful Dead.” In “Rumble at 
the Rainbo,” he waxes nostalgic about moshpits 
over jangle rock and a reggae breakdown before 
getting to some punk. Luckily, he keeps the trip 
entertaining.
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Reading a Mailer
NORMAN MAILER:  
A Double Life 
By J. Michael Lennon
Simon & Schuster, $55
Modern biographies could be used to 
hold open doors or stop bullets. Many 
are over 1000 pages, this one is a mod-
est 947 pages, 770 of them text. As a 
long time Mailer fan, I found it absorb-
ing and would have been quite happy if 
it had been larger.

When Mailer handed in his quill at 
age 84, he could look back on a career 
that had seen the publication of 44 
books, some of them over (or nearly 
over) 1000 pages, several films and 
stage productions, and some 50,000 
letters, not to mention numerous 
articles for prestige magazines like the 
New York Review of Books and Esquire. 
The struggle to be a writer – fighting 
off alcohol and drug habituation, feel-
ing depressed or alternatively planning 
massively ambitious and unrealised 
projects such as an eight volume 
series of novels while keeping up with 
alimony payments on failed marriages, 
has never been so fully aired as in 
Mailer’s long career. When you hear 
about another well-known writer, Saul 
Bellow (say), you don’t hear about the 
agonies and ecstasies that characterised 
Mailer’s attempts to write – you only 
have the work. It is often a mistake – 
which Mailer made several times – to 
talk about the novels that you are going 
to write. 

It is clear in Mailer’s case that the 
writing bug bit him early – he was 
writing seriously from the age of 
sixteen and being published in school 
and university publications. He wrote 
his first novel when just 11, a juvenile 
creation about Martians, and his first 
serious novel when aged 19. These early 
efforts were just the warm up to his 
enormous success with The Naked and 

the Dead, rightly hailed as the greatest 
novel to emerge from World War Two. 
Mailer was just 24. It has been said that 
when you achieve success in America 
you need to have your snow tires on 
– that’s to avoid leaving the road and 
plunging into a ditch. Mailer did not 
have his snow tires on.

His second novel Barbary Shore was 
ruthlessly hammered by critics. Reput-
edly, in America if you succeed with 
your first book, critics sharpen their 
scalpels when the second is published. 
Barbary Shore proved an easy target. 
But Mailer, as it were, bounced back 
with Advertisements for Myself. The 
collection was indulgent but showed 
off Mailer’s versatility as a short story 
writer and essayist. However, it was 
in the sixties that Mailer forged, as it 
were, his second career – as a political 
commentator and journalist. Books 
like The Presidential Papers, The 
Armies of the Night and Miami and 
the Siege of Chicago earned Mailer the 
reputation of being America’s finest 
journalist. The Armies of the Night 
won him his first Pulitzer. His second 
was for the monumental Executioner’s 
Song, a non fictional novel about mur-
derer Gary Gilmore, topping over 1200 
pages, impressively composed from a 
whopping 15,000 pages of transcript.

Despite these accomplishments, 
there was a feeling (shared by the 
author) that Mailer had not written 
the great American novel which he 
yearned to create. An American Dream 
which featured John F. Kennedy as a 
minor character, was a pocket edition 
attempt and The Executioner’s Song 
though technically a novel, felt more 
like the New Journalism pioneered by 
Truman Capote, Tom Wolfe and of 
course Mailer himself. In any event, at 
the time he was concluding his huge 
Egyptian novel Ancient Evenings, 

bookcase by michael morrissey

Mailer said that it was no longer possi-
ble to write an all-encompassing novel 
about America. (Incidentally, Mailer 
regarded Ancient Evenings as his best 
book). Even so a few years later, he 
produced Harlot’s Ghost, arguably his 
best shot at the great American novel 
though it was thematically limited 
to the CIA. However, many famous 
historic American personalities grace 
its pages. 

Impressive as several of his novels 
are, Mailer did not leave a book as 
iconic as say, Moby Dick or As I Lay 
Dying or A Farewell to Arms. Mailer 
was always conscious of his literary 
ancestors. When a young man he said 
Hemingway, Faulkner and Farrell were 
his big influences. Mailer worshipped 
and envied Hemingway and yearned 
to meet him – an event that nearly 
happened, then didn’t. Predictably, 
Hemingway liked The Naked and the 
Dead but not perhaps the other works. 
Mailer also valued intellectual think-
ers like Oswald Spengler and Jean 

Using the question and answer format, 
it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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Malaquais (with whom he fell out). 
In no other writer is the struggle to 
successfully synthesize his interests in 
politics, journalism and writing great 
novels so graphically and painfully 
engaged.

To say that Mailer was feisty was an 
understatement. Apart from his keen 
interest in boxing (which produced 
The Fight, said to be the best book 
on boxing ever written), he head-
butted Gore Vidal and stabbed his 
second wife. And bit Rip Torn’s ear 
during a fracas on the set of one of 
Mailer’s films. Mailer was fascinated 
by professionally violent people like 
heavyweight boxers but also people 
much more violent than himself like 
Lee Harvey Oswald (who assassinated 
President John Kennedy), and murder-
ers Gary Gilmore and Jack Abbot. 

Mailer had six wives of which the 
most notable was the last, Norris 
Church, who wrote fiction herself 
and was several inches taller than the 
stocky Mailer. Apart from his wives, 
Mailer had ongoing relations with two 
other women over several decades. 
Mailer’s life was indulgent, and com-
pulsive – for apart from his addic-
tions to sex and violence he also over 
indulged in alcohol and marijuana. 
Yet paradoxically, Mailer was said to 
be generous with friends and kind to 
his nine children. Mailer’s personality 
in fact fits the manic-depressive model 
though this is never directly addressed 
in this magnificent and highly readable 
biography. Though notionally familiar 
with Mailer’s career, I made several 
discoveries – how producer/film writer 
Larry Schiller played a major role in 
helping Mailer (especially with the 
book on Marilyn Monroe and The 
Executioner’s Song ), his good rela-
tions with his children and the stormy 
nature of his marriages.

In the long haul of history, I believe 
Mailer will be remembered for The 
Naked and the Dead, his political 
commentaries and possibly, above 
all, for his extraordinarily rhetorical 
and brilliantly complex style which 
characterised much of his work. His 
infidelities will more or less be forgiven 
then forgotten and the man will be, as 
writers are, judged on the basis of his 
work rather than his moral flaws.

AN OFFICER AND A SPY
By Robert Harris
Hutchinson, $38
Harris is well known for his gripping 
historical/futuristic thrillers. This is a 
more backward looking scenario but 
enthralling nonetheless. We know the 
result but that does not stop us from 
reading the novel avidly. The Drey-
fus case must be the most celebrated 
case in legal history of a miscarriage 
of justice. And just who was Dreyfus? 
He was a captain in the French army 
accused of selling military information 
to the German Embassy in Paris. The 
fact that he was Jewish, had no small 
bearing on his trial and conviction. In 
January 1895, he was paraded in front 
of twenty thousand who yelled, “Death 
to the Jew!” Justice had little to do 
with these proceedings. He was sent to 
Devil’s Island, a small penal colony off 
the coast of South America, where he 
was not allowed visitors; not even the 
guards could speak to him. It could be 
said he was confined to a limbo equiva-
lent to a living hell.

Fortunately, Dreyfus had a champion 
in Colonel Georges Piquart, head of the 
Statistical Section (a part of the Army’s 
intelligence section) whose investiga-
tions showed that the alleged note 
written by Dreyfus had been forged 
by a Major Esterhazy. Esterhazy was 
paid for the forgeries by a gentleman 
with the wonderfully German name of 
Schwartzkoppen. However, Esterhazy 
was acquitted and fresh forged evi-
dence was laid at the feet of Dreyfus. 
Apparently, German intelligence had 
never heard of Dreyfus!

To compound matters, Piquart 
taught Dreyfus topography but gave 
him a low mark which prompted 
Dreyfus to accuse the colonel of anti-
Semitism. The charge seems largely 
unfounded but Piquart was aware that 
Dreyfus was rich, ostentatious ... “a 
regular Jew”. But this is hardly grounds 
for a conviction. Piquart finds the card 
stacked against him – Generals Mercier 
and Boisdeffre have no time for his 
attempts to prove Dreyfus’s innocence. 
Indeed, the colonel is framed and sent 
off to Africa. His colleagues, includ-
ing the slithery Major Henry, think 
Piquart should lie through his teeth 
because that is what the Army requires 

of him. Piquart is however, as he says, 
“not made that way”. He seems the 
only man with integrity in a bed of 
corruption.

Enter the imminent novelist Emile 
Zola who throws accusations in all 
directions. Zola was convicted of libel 
and fled to England but later returned. 
Since Zola was such a prominent part 
of the proceedings, his entry into the 
novel is somewhat late and he does not 
figure as prominently as one would 
expect. Nonetheless, this is a magical 
read and one cannot help thinking that 
there is something very noble about 
Piquart’s pursuit of justice on behalf 
the beleaguered Dreyfus. Few “crimi-
nals” have had such a determined 
champion as this. In 1906, Dreyfus was 
exonerated and promoted to major and 
Piquart was promoted to brigadier-
general – so France acquitted herself 
with honour. Vive Colonel Piquart and 
vive Robert Harris for re-telling this 
great story.

Vive Colonel 
Piquart and vive 
Robert Harris for  
re-telling this  
great story
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movies by colin covert & kenneth turan

Mandela’s gone, Jack’s back

D ue to a sad accident of history, 
Mandela: Long Walk to Free-
dom arrives as not just a biog-

raphy of the late leader but a memorial. 
Nelson Mandela’s recent death has 
burdened this conventional, high-
minded, rather pedestrian movie with 
an unsought mantle of significance.

The film’s scope is vast, from Man-
dela’s youth as a rhetorical and literal 
bomb-thrower, through his 27 years 
of imprisonment, his release, and his 
election as president of the nation that 
demonized and jailed him. As with 
most film biographies, the movie’s 
reach exceeds its grasp. It doesn’t cap-
ture Mandela’s political and cultural 
influence in full. What single film 
could do justice to such a dramatic and 
controversial life?

Mandela follows a linear chronology, 
shadowing its hero from his village 
childhood to old age. Idris Elba plays 
him throughout the decades with 
verve, confidence, and occasional 
dashes of ironic humor. He is not a 
physical match for Mandela, power-
fully built where the real man was 

lithe. He’s good at the inflection and 
cadence of that quietly majestic voice, 
though. When he speaks you sense the 
machinery of a sharp mind weighing 
and measuring every utterance.

Elba is best in the years before Man-
dela became a familiar face. As a young 
lawyer, he’s a forceful, eloquent spokes-
man for legal and political rights for 
native South Africans. He’s also a man 
with an eye for the ladies. The young 
Mandela is no cardboard saint but 
fully flesh and blood, moved to violent 
counterattacks against the Afrikaner 
power structure when peaceful avenues 
were exhausted. 

While the film has bruising 
sequences of bloody white repression 
and black retaliation, its strongest pas-
sages are Mandela’s prison years. Here 
we see his dignity, intelligence and 
superhuman patience wear away the 
hostility of his guards, winning their 
grudging acceptance and then their 
respect. Toward the end of his confine-
ment, the jailers treat him more as a 
friend than a convict.

If any politician could guide South 

Africa from its grim history of apart-
heid toward a shaky multiculturalism, 
this was the man.

Screenwriter William Nicholson, 
adapting Mandela’s autobiography, 
avoids historical revisionism but does 
tidy up some unappealing aspects of the 
story. The longtime political prisoner 
was slow to criticize Cuba’s Castro, Lib-
ya’s Gaddafi and Zimbabwe’s Mugabe 
for mistreating their own dissidents.

His reluctance to denounce his then-
wife Winnie (played here by Naomie 
Harris), who condoned appalling 
violence during Mandela’s prison years, 
is presented as a matter of restraint and 
personal loyalty. While the film builds a 
strong case for Mandela’s moral heroism, 
it doesn’t hoist a halo above his head.

Everyone with an opinion on Man-
dela’s legacy will weigh in on aspects 
of his character that they feel the film 
overstresses or slights. Condensing a 
life forged by extremes of experience, 
the movie encompasses as many tones 
and styles as there were facets in its 
hero’s ever-evolving character. Perhaps 
that’s as much as we can ask.

MANDELA: LONG WALK  
TO FREEDOM
Cast: Idris Elba, Naomie Harris, 
Tony Kgoroge, Riaad Moosa
Directed by: Justin Chadwick
Running time: 141 min
Rating: PG-13 for some intense 
sequences of violence and dis-
turbing images, sexual content 
and brief strong language
GG
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W e all know you can’t tell a 
book by its cover, but can 
you tell a film by its release 

date? Where Jack Ryan: Shadow 
Recruit, is concerned, that becomes a 
bit of a trick question.

A glance at the calendar reminds us 
that this tale of espionage and derring-
do starring Chris Pine as CIA analyst 
Jack Ryan is coming to theaters in 
January, the traditional elephant burial 
ground for major studio releases.

But before The Wolf of Wall Street 
dislodged it into 2014, Jack Ryan pos-
sessed a coveted Christmas slot all 
its own. So is this film a holiday gem 
slumming in the low-rent district, or 
a tawdry impostor stripped of ideas 
above its station? The answer lies some-
where in between.

As directed by Kenneth Branagh, 
who co-stars along with fellow Brit 
Keira Knightley, this Jack Ryan has the 
additional burden of being the fifth 
film celebrating the exploits of the wily 
operative previously played by Alec 
Baldwin (The Hunt for Red October), 
Harrison Ford (Patriot Games, Clear 
and Present Danger) and Ben Affleck 
(The Sum of All Fears).

Compared to those films, as well as 
the modern gold standard of the genre 
as represented by the Bourne epics, 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit comes off as 
a reasonable facsimile, serviceable but 
not compelling, something that could 
pass for the real thing if you’re not 
looking too hard.

Shadow Recruit introduces him 
as a student at the London School of 
Economics who patriotically joins the 
Marines after 9/11 only to be blown out 
of the sky over Afghanistan.

The silver lining to that near-fatal 
situation turns out to be twofold. 
Ryan meets Cathy Muller (Knightley), 
the comely medical student involved 
with his rehab at Walter Reed who 
becomes the love of his life, and he 
catches the attention of Naval Cmdr. 
William Harper (Kevin Costner), a 
steely sort who recruits the young 
man for the CIA.

Though Pine is acceptable in this lat-
est rebooting, what Cmdr. Harper calls 
the “Boy Scout on a field trip look” he 
falls prey to emphasizes the absence 
of the kind of gravitas that Costner 

himself employs, and that is a chink in 
the younger actor’s acting armor.

The bulk of Shadow Recruit’s action 
picks up 10 years after he signs with the 
agency. Ryan works as a compliance 
officer for a major Wall Street firm and, 
without telling live-in fiancee Cathy, 
also toils as a numbers cruncher for the 
CIA. When a clandestine meeting with 
fellow operatives is necessary, it takes 
place at Manhattan’s Film Forum, 
providing a nice plug for this estimable 
movie house.

Smarter and more diligent than most, 
Ryan discovers that the pesky Russians 
his firm is doing business with seem to 
be hiding enormous amounts of money. 
The CIA wants him to go to Moscow 
and audit everyone’s books, a situation 
that, in one of the film’s less convincing 
plot strands, makes fiancee Cathy ner-
vous enough to show up in the Russian 
capital as well.

It will come as no surprise that those 
Russians do have something under-
handed up their sleeve. Ballet legend 
Mikhail Baryshnikov has an uncred-
ited cameo as a nefarious govern-

ment minister, but the key culprit is a 
poetry-loving plutocrat named Viktor 
Cherevin, a juicy part that director 
Branagh has kept for himself.

Branagh does an excellent job as the 
dour, fanatical Cherevin, a man with 
more secrets than St. Basil’s Cathedral 
has onion domes, and his machinations 
are so threatening to American interests 
that the formerly desk-bound Ryan is 
forced to go operational in a big way.

Though the considerable action in 
Shadow Warrior’s second half is briskly 
done, there is no shaking the feeling 
that Branagh and his cast are a kind of 
an espionage film B team, capable of 
mild diversion but nothing more.

JACK RYAN:  
SHADOW RECRUIT
Cast: Chris Pine, Keira Knightley, 
Kevin Costner, Kenneth Branagh
Directed by: Kenneth Branagh
Running time: 106 min
Rating: PG-13 for sequences 
of violence, intense action and 
brief strong language
GG

Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit comes off as 
a reasonable facsimile, serviceable but 
not compelling, something that could 
pass for the real thing if you’re not 
looking too hard
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This Thank You card was sent on behalf 
of a baby girl, Christa. Spared from 
abortion, she is treasured by adopted 
parents, thanks to a brave mother 
cared for by Family Life International 
New Zealand. We will never know 
what possible anguish her mother went 
through. But we can honour her for 
choosing to refuse to kill her child; 
for rejecting being fobbed off by those 
dealers in death who themselves either 
deliberately lie – or have been deceived 
into proclaiming to confused and 
upset, even desperate young females, 
that the son or daughter they are car-
rying is merely a blob of tissue, a mass 
of cells.

We’ve heard it all for too long. 
Whatever area the debate on abortion 
covers, we know one thing. The aggres-
sive pro-abortion lobby does not deal 
to the truth of things. The quibbling 
about when what is indisputably some-
one’s growing daughter or son begins 
to become a human being avoids the 
truth: it is immediately after concep-
tion. The deliberate deceiving of so 
many young women, including teenag-

ers, even 12 year olds, directed towards 
an abortion concealed from their par-
ents, is compounded by the essential 
wickedness of withholding very real 
facts. In so very many instances there 
will be a lifetime’s sorrow and deep 
grieving ahead for the child whom they 
never knew, the lost little boy or girl – 
let alone the now higher risk of breast 
cancer as a result of that abortion…a 
fact Planned Parenthood tries to hide.

Mother Teresa was right in regarding 
the promotion of abortion, legalis-
ing the killing of our most vulnerable 
members of society, as the greatest 
indictment on the West. In contrast, as 
of 1998, among the 152 most populous 
countries, 54 have either banned abor-
tion entirely or permitted it only to 
save the life of a pregnant woman. 

It is time to expose as the con that 
it is the claim that “a woman has the 
right to her own body”… when it 
is demonstrably not her own body 
removed piece by piece…arms, legs…
all to be checked and accounted for – 
or, alternatively, when a still-alive child 
is dropped into a bucket of disinfectant 

– or placed on a convenient shelf to die, 
discarded and abandoned.

Our MPs shamefully dodge a much-
needed debate to investigate why so 
many New Zealand babies are being 
killed before birth on the basis of a 
convenient lie – the mental health of 
their mother. The virtual torture of 
very much-aware, newborn babies who 
show pain trying to avoid the tools 
used to kill or remove them can be 
considered as criminal as the abuse of a 
newborn baby. It is high time parlia-
ment addressed this.

Experts say that “unborn babies can 
feel excruciating pain during abortion 
by 20 weeks, and probably significantly 
earlier”. Former abortionist Anthony 
Levatino states in explicit terms that 
outrage those whose interest lies in 
obfuscating what happens during abor-
tions, that “you know you will have it 
(the head) when you crush down on 
the clamp and see white gelatinous 
material coming through the cervix. 
That was the baby’s brain. You can then 
extract the skull pieces. Many times a 
little face will come back and stare at 
you. If you refuse to believe that this 
procedure inflicts severe pain on the 
unborn child, please think again.”

Where is even one of our MPs, sup-
posedly representing New Zealanders 
in what is promoted as a democracy, 
who has enough courage, let alone 
integrity, to insist on this issue being 
addressed? Given the largely left-wing 

Clipped to the side of my computer screen is the photo of a truly beautiful brown-
skinned little baby, close to newly-born. An accidental smile lights up its tiny face, its 
eyes wide with wonder. A small hand with perfectly formed fingernails is close by.

Whatever area the debate on abortion 
covers, we know one thing. The aggressive 

pro-abortion lobby does not deal to the 
truth of things

The life and death 
truth of things
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control of the mass media commen-
tariat, and the deliberate ridiculing of 
those who attempt to raise the question 
of values in today’s society, male com-
mentators are markedly reluctant to 
stand up to bullying feminists. Church 
leaders, too, are shamefully silent on 
an issue which where they should front 
up, refusing to be cowed. While admi-
rable pro-life groups offer unstinting 
support to needy, troubled women 
and their babies in every conceiv-
ably practical way, they do not receive 
any government support – nor the 
favourable media publicity granted to 
manipulative and extremist feminists. 
We should be asking why.

For what is the measure of a man or 
woman who deliberately dodges the 
indisputable truth – that for every act 
of abortion, a growing baby is killed – 
regardless of such conveniently dispas-
sionate terms as a “fetus”? And what 
are we to make of a glib American 
president with a now tarnished image? 
For Barack Obama it has long been a 
very real priority to make legal a horror 
that makes even many pro-abortionists 
feel queasy – partial birth abortion, 
i.e. the destruction of a full- term baby 
by killing it, barbarously, after it has 
entered the birth canal to be born, cut-
ting through the neck of such a child – 
or surgically removing its brain.

Enthusiastically supporting partial 
birth abortion, Obama is not on record 
as telling the truth when an Illinois 
State Senator. So supportive has he 
consistently been of late term abor-
tions that he resisted efforts to protect 
unborn children born alive after failed 
abortion procedures – even opposing a 
bill to prevent infanticide.

In June 2013, Obama stated that if 
the bill to restrict late term abortions 
nationwide should pass, he person-
ally would veto it – although he was 
well aware that the American public 
supported this bill (HR 1797 – The Pain 
Capable Unborn Child Protection Act ) 
by a wide majority of 64 to 30%. He has 
been deservedly criticised for avoid-
ing comment on the crimes of “the 
house of horrors” abortionist Kermit 
Gossnell, whose bloodthirsty killings 
inspired the bill. 

Words come very readily to what 
many now regard as a forked-tongued 

President who invokes the usual 
canard that this proposed legislation 
was “an assault on a woman’s right to 
choose “… and that “it showed con-
tempt for the Constitution”.

Refraining from emphasising the 
fact that the act of procreation is too 
important to be casually undertaken, 
and may well cause a child to be con-
ceived – and that the decision to have 
sex should not be regarded as merely 
a fun activity – is not something that 
the Family Planning Association is 
keen on undertaking. On the contrary, 
in New Zealand schools, our children 
are targeted with damaging “liberal” 
attitudes towards sexual experimen-
tation – and the premature invasion 
of their young lives with sexualized 
propaganda leaving them physically, 
emotionally and morally unprepared 
for the consequences of valueless 
teaching.

Both Americans and Australians put 
New Zealanders to shame by their cou-
rageous, very public protests against 

the continuing attack on both born 
and unborn children.

Disenfranched New Zealanders, 
however, can take heart from the 
spread of our 100 Days – Claiming Back 
New Zealand movement working to 
ensure that all-important decisions 
regarding this country’s directions will 
no longer be made by an entrenched 
politburo – manipulated by those with 
destructive agenda. Our greatest assets 
are not politicians, but those who 
respect the uniqueness of all individu-
als – including those yet to be born.
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