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Until then, it’s the silly season for the 
next 180 days as politicians adopt an 
ingratiating façade and do strange 
dance moves at community events 
because they’re stupid enough to be 
tricked into it by a TV journalist look-
ing for laughs. For Labour, it looks set 
to be a hard road. In the space of little 
more than five years the party has gone 
through four leaders, and its current 
incumbent David Cunliffe is risking 
a stranding in the shallow end of the 
support pool after a poll showing a 
monster drop to 29%.

For voters hoping to trust Labour 
with the reins of power again, the party 
machinery is doing nothing to help, 
with machinations that appear to her-
ald an intake of Helen Clark-o-philes 
and social engineering candidates  at 
this election if successful.

There’s a sense, and there has been 
ever since Helen quit on election night 
(predicted exclusively in advance by 
this magazine’s digital newspaper TGIF 
Edition  a week before the 2008 elec-
tion in a front page story entitled “Is 
The PM Planning To Quit?”), that the 
real power blocs that run the Labour 
Party have been putting up leaders  like 
glove puppets, who they hope will gain 
public traction while the real agenda 

Calling all leaders
As most of us have figured out by now, it’s election year. Within six months, a fresh 
government team will be elected and the Groundhog Daily political cycle will begin again. 

At least, that’s the nagging suspicion: the 
idea that what you see with Labour is not 

what you are necessarily going to get

Editor

continues unseen in the corridors and 
dark rooms.

It is this cognitive dissonance 
between what the Labour Party tries to 
say it is via its leaders, and what people 
suspect it really is via its actions and 
candidate selections, that leave voters 
unsure about the political chameleon 
seeking authority to govern.

If Labour were elected, on current 
polling it would take a landslide. Such 
a landslide would bring in the new 
blood the party has quietly been mov-
ing into position, and frankly you’d 
expect to see a social engineer to the 
left of Cunliffe elected as a new leader 
even after a victory. At least, that’s the 
nagging suspicion: the idea that what 
you see with Labour is not what you 
are necessarily going to get.

To get a victory in the first place, 
however, you’re frankly in ‘miracle’ ter-
ritory already.

Although a week  is a long time in 
politics, the past six years have pretty 
much been one week to the John Key 
led National government. Despite 
presiding over deeply unpopular asset 
selldowns and locking the Labour/
Greens anti smacking law into place 
(as ordered by the United Nations but 
likewise deeply unpopular with the 

public and responsible for a big uptick 
in verbal abuse of children),  National 
continues to touch record highs. 
It’s not so much that they are truly 
beloved, but more that we still don’t 
trust the Opposition.

Enter Shane Jones. Six years ago, 
this magazine wrote off Jones as a 
political aspirant and our coverage is 
understood to have had an impact even 
within the Labour caucus. But now, on 
reflection, Jones offers something that 
Labour just doesn’t have anywhere else: 
the common touch.

If there’s a politician in Labour 
remotely capable of uniting voters, 
Jones would appear to be it. The only 
problem: does the Labour Party that he 
represents still exist, or would he, too, 
become just another sock puppet of 
Labour’s lobby groups?
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CONSERVATION POLICY
Bill Benfield’s excellent article on 
Leonard Cockayne in your last 
issue showed the decades of ill 
conceived “conservation” that has 
prevailed in New Zealand and still 
continues in the light of Conserva-
tion Minister Nick Smith’s proposal 
to dump tonnes of poison 1080 for 
an anticipated (imagined) super 
beech seeding mast year. The fact 
that masting years have been here 
for as long ago as beech trees have 
existed -i.e. million of years has 
escaped Smith’s comprehension 
and questionable logic.

In my book About Deer and Deer-
stalking I wrote that the very name 
Cockayne gave to the 1930 confer-
ence, i.e. “The Deer Menace Confer-
ence” showed judgement had been 
made before proceedings even had 
started. Cockayne seemed oblivious 
to the fact that early 19th century 
explorers like William Colenso 
recorded gigantic land slips and 
streams choked with shingle long 
before deer, possums and other wild 
animals were introduced.

A visting US zoologist Dr William 
Graf once termed the Cockayne 
philosophy that has continued as 
“an anti-exotic animal phobia”. The 
legacy Cockayne has left has cost 
the country billions of dollars and 
with the current toxin regime, is 
killing birds and eroding the natural 
ecosystem.

Well done Investigate and Bill 
Benfield!

Tony Orman, Marlborough

TOTAL TERROR
I have recently bought and read 
your book Totalitaria, which was 
a very interesting and somewhat 
sobering book. To be honest, if I had 
not run into the ideas and thoughts 
of Alice A. Bailey and the Luciferian 
New Age movement before, I would 
have been hard pressed to believe 
it. However, I was pleased to read 
a well referenced and well argued 
presentation that has confirmed 
many of the suspicions that I have 
harboured regarding our own COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

government in New Zealand and 
internationally. 

I am a Christian, somewhat 
estranged from the church in gen-
eral, and your book has raised one 
significant and nagging question 
for me. Many books of a similar 
nature leave me the same issue, 
actually. What can we do about this? 
It would seem that in the weight of 
international money and power, the 
opinions of a few disgruntled Chris-
tians and “conspiracy theorists” (at 
times falsely-so-called, to steal the 
words of Irenaeus of Lyon), would 
hardly warrant a hiccup.

Are there any Christian groups 
who are actively resisting this global 
agenda? If so, are they networked 
and working in unity? 

Thank you for writing the book 
Totalitaria as it put issues that I had 
long forgotten back onto centre 
stage.

Name and address supplied

Poetry

The Ravens of Oðin
Hugin said to Mugin: fear the wheel!
The carrion smear lies dark upon the road.
A creeping life was taken. Now the coil
and carcase of misfortune tempt the bird.

The twisting tyre screams. Wingbeats batter
the blazoned tarmac like a lurching drum.
Hugin lands. ‘All-Seeing, save my brother.
For home without him will I never come.’

A human on a bicycle came by. With harvest hand
he folds the raven deep within his heart.
Hugin follows on the trailing, veterinary wind
and lands. His sable throat calls out:

This is the place where white-coat human saves
the lost and careless. And now my brother lives.’

David Greagg

(An interesting postscript from the poet, in Australia. “ 
The weird thing is that this actually happened to me. I 
was the man with the bicycle. Thereafter, ravens who 
had never been seen before in my village began to 
call in to my back yard. There has been a good deal 
of AAARRRKKK in my life ever since.”

Amy Brooke, Poetry Ed.)
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Faced with the Congressional Budget 
Office’s determination that Obam-
acare would cost 2.5 million full-time 
jobs, the Obama Administration has 
declared that that’s not a bug, it’s a 
feature: “Full-time jobs”? Who needs 
that? With “free” health care, Ameri-
cans will also be free to dump the daily 
grind of a steady job with benefits and 
finally write that opera they’ve always 
wanted to compose. Obamacare is 
“liberating”, declared The New York 
Times. At last Americans will be free to 
“choose” whether they want to spend 
their days working or writing poetry 
or cooing multicultural dirges to their 
children. It’s all about “choice”. I’m 
pro-choice and I vote lie around the 
house all day watching TV.

I wouldn’t disagree with the new 
Democrat conventional wisdom that 
many people would, if they could, 
choose not to work. In many Ameri-
can families, two adults with college 
degrees work full-time to live as well 
as one provider with a high-school 
diploma did in the 1950s. Nevertheless, 
the government is not offering “choice” 

but dependency. To endorse the propo-
sition, Politico hired a near parodic 
character who “works” as Professor 
of Leisure Studies at the University of 
Iowa to pen an editorial headlined, 
“Why Do Republicans Want Us To 
Work All The Time?”

So work is now just a partisan 
obsession: unsatisfied with the war 
on women and the war on “reproduc-
tive choice” and the war on Hispanics 
and all the rest, Republicans have now 
opened up a new front with a war on 
sloth. To take the question more seri-
ously than it merits, here is why I want 
people to work. This comes from my 
most recent bestseller, After America, 
available in hardback, paperback and 
audio editions, personally autographed 
copies of which are available right now 
from the SteynOnline bookstore.

Which I mention only because I’d 
rather live off my royalties than work. 
Anyway, here’s my answer to that 
Politico question:

As the fog of Obama’s rhetoric lifted 
and the scale of his debt moun-
tain became clear, the President’s 

courtiers began to muse about the 
introduction of an EU-style “VAT”. 
Americans generally translate that 
as a “national sales tax”, but it actu-
ally stands for “value-added tax”, 
because you’re taxing the value that 
is added to a product in the course 
of its path to market. Yet what 
Europe needs is to add “value” in a 
more basic sense.

There are two main objections 
to the wholesale Europeanization 
of America. The easy one is the 
economic argument. But the second 
argument is subtler: The self-extinc-
tion of Europe is not just a matter of 
economics. Advanced social democ-
racies don’t need a value-added tax; 
they need a value-added life. “The 
Europe that protects” may protect 
you from the vicissitudes of fate 
but it also disconnects you from the 
primary impulses of life. Government 
security does not in and of itself make 
for a satisfying, purposeful life.

In the futuristic nightmares of yes-
teryear such as Fritz Lang’s Metropolis 
(1927), the masses are slaves chained to 
vast mechanical contraptions they’re 
forced to keep running day and night. 
But these days the mechanical con-
traptions mostly run themselves, and 
the world that beckons presents quite 
the opposite conundrum from that 
contemplated by Lang: masses with 
nothing to do. To quote again from 
After America:

Mark Steyn

Faced with the Congressional Budget Office’s determination that Obamacare would 
cost 2.5 million full-time jobs, the Obama Administration has declared that that’s not 
a bug, it’s a feature: “Full-time jobs”?

The basic problem with the western world 
today is that not enough people do not enough 

work for not enough of their lives – and yet 
still expect to lead a First World lifestyle

America takes early retirement
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Once upon a time, millions of 
Americans worked on farms. Then, 
as agriculture declined, they moved 
into the factories. When manufac-
turing was outsourced, they settled 
into low-paying service jobs or 
better-paying cubicle jobs – so-called 
“professional services” often deriving 
from the ever swelling account-
ing and legal administration that 
now attends almost any activity in 
America. What comes next?
Or, more to the point, what if there 
is no “next”?

Consciously or otherwise, our rulers 
seem to accept that thesis. In a world 
in which “capital” no longer needs 
“labor”, there will still be a “working 
class” and a “leisured class”; but they’ll 
have changed places: an aristocratic 
class will do such “work” as is reward-
ing and fulfilling, while the masses will 
be “leisured”, and hopefully suffi-
ciently distracted by “free” health care 
and electronic trinkets that they will 
remain quiescent and compliant.

I would doubt such a society would 
be peaceable for long. As I wrote two 
months before the Democrat-media 
complex began celebrating the libera-
tion of the citizenry from full-time 
employment:

Consider Vermont. Unlike my own 
state of New Hampshire, it has a 
bucolic image: Holsteins, dirt roads, 
the Vermont Teddy Bear Company, 
Ben & Jerry’s, Howard Dean . . . 
And yet the Green Mountain State 
has appalling levels of heroin and 
meth addiction, and the social chaos 
that follows. Geoffrey Norman 
began a recent essay in The Weekly 
Standard with a vignette from a 
town I know very well – St. Johns-
bury, population 7,600, motto “Very 
Vermont,” the capital of the remote 
North-East Kingdom hard by the 
Quebec border and as far from 
urban pathologies as you can get. 
Or so you’d think. But on a recent 
Saturday morning, Norman reports, 
there were more cars parked at the 
needle-exchange clinic than at the 
farmers’ market. In Vermont, there’s 
no inner-city underclass, because 
there are no cities, inner or outer; 
there’s no disadvantaged minorities, 
because there’s only three blacks and 

seven Hispanics in the entire state; 
there’s no nothing. Which is the real 
problem.

Large numbers of Vermonters 
have adopted the dysfunctions of 
the urban underclass for no reason 
more compelling than that there’s 
not much else to do. Once upon a 
time, St. Johnsbury made Fairbanks 
scales, but now a still handsome 
town is, as Norman puts it, “hol-
lowed out by the loss of work and 
purpose.” Their grandparents got 
up at four in the morning to work 
the farm and their great-great-
great-whatever-parents slogged up 
the Connecticut River, cleared the 
land, and built homes and towns 
and a civilization in the wilderness. 
And now? A couple of months back, 
I sat in the café in St. Johnsbury, 
and overheard a state official and a 
Chamber of Commerce official dis-
cuss enthusiastically how the town 
could access some federal funds to 
convert an abandoned building into 
welfare housing.

“Work” and “purpose” are inti-
mately connected: Researchers at the 
University of Michigan, for example, 
found that welfare payments make 
one unhappier than a modest 
income honestly earned and used to 
provide for one’s family. “It drains 
too much of the life from life,” said 
Charles Murray in a speech in 2009. 
“And that statement applies as much 
to the lives of janitors – even more to 
the lives of janitors – as it does to the 
lives of CEOs.” Self-reliance – “work” 
– is intimately connected to human 
dignity – “purpose.”

Another quote from After America, 
from the presiding genius of the British 
welfare state:

When William Beveridge laid out 
his blueprint for the modern British 
welfare state in 1942, his goal was 
the “abolition of want,” to be accom-
plished by “cooperation between the 
State and the individual.” In attempt-
ing to insulate the citizenry from 
the vicissitudes of fate, Sir William 
succeeded beyond his wildest dreams: 
Want has been all but abolished. 
Today, fewer and fewer Britons want 
to work, want to marry, want to raise 
children, want to lead a life of any 

purpose or dignity. “Cooperation” 
between the State and the individual 
has resulted in a huge expansion of 
the former and the ceaseless wither-
ing of the latter.

Which is more likely in Obama’s 
world after work? The new golden age 
of poetry and music foreseen by Nancy 
Pelosi? Or more heroin, more obesity, 
more diabetes, more crime, more chil-
dren raised in transient households that 
make even elementary character forma-
tion all but impossible... And, if you’re 
one of those who works in the “knowl-
edge economy”, how confident are you 
that you can insulate your life from the 
pathologies beyond the Green Zone?

The basic problem with the western 
world today is that not enough people 
do not enough work for not enough of 
their lives – and yet still expect to lead 
a First World lifestyle. One more quote 
from my sadly prescient After America: 
As Bernard Shaw asked in Heartbreak 
House, “Do you think the laws of God 
will be suspended in favor of England 
because you were born in it?”

“Of course!” say Obama and Pelosi 
and The New York Times and the Pro-
fessor of Leisure Studies at the Univer-
sity of Iowa. I think not.

© 2014 Mark Steyn
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Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar
Violent crime peaked in New Zealand in 2007. The following year the National-led 
government was elected on a strong law and order platform. With the enthusiastic 
support of ACT, the new government introduced a number of measures to fight 
crime, the most fundamental of which was ACT’s “three strikes” policy – the most 
significant reform of the Justice system since capital punishment was abolished in 
1961. Violent crime began to fall, and it is still falling.

David Garrett

Academics are now beginning a 
scrabble to “explain” the fall, because 
for them, the “simplistic” explanation 
of a marked hardening of justice policy 
being the primary cause of falling 
crime is anathema. This is exactly the 
same phenomenon as occurred in the 
US twenty years or so ago after crime 
in that country fell significantly from 
the beginning of the 1990’s. Academics 
across the country began what the late 
Dr Dennis Dutton described to me as 
a “feverish search for ‘the real reason’ 
for the decline – anything would do, as 
long as it wasn’t the obvious one.” 

The most significant reduction in 
crime in the US was in New York 
State – and particularly in New York 
City, the home of “broken windows” 
policing. Homicides in New York 
City fell from about 2600 per year to 

600 in the years after the election of 
Mayor Giuliani and his police chief 
Ben Bratton. What is less well known is 
that in addition to “broken windows”, 
New York also introduced “sentence 
enhancement” measures which – put 
simply – required recidivist offenders 
to serve significantly longer sentences 
than the usual tariff for their offending. 
In other words, New York attacked the 
crime problem from both ends – better 
policing, and harsher sentences for 
repeat offenders.

Across the continent in California, 
“three strikes” (3S) was passed in 1994. 
Thereafter violent crime fell sharply, 
and ten years later was 60% lower than 
it had been before the introduction 
of 3S. Across the US, 25 other states 
adopted differing versions of 3S laws, 
some enforced more stringently than 

others. In general, the states which 
enforced their 3S laws the most had the 
greatest reduction in crime. The aca-
demic search for “the real reason” for 
these unexpected reductions stepped 
up a notch.

One of the most commonly quoted 
is that abortions were more readily 
available after Roe v. Wade in 1972. 
Again put simply, this theory posits 
that crime reduced 20 years after Roe 
because the progeny of what we once 
called “the criminal classes” had been 
aborted 20 years earlier rather than 
growing to adulthood and offending. 
This theory is most closely linked with 
economist Stephen Levitt, the author of 
“Freakonomics”. 

Levitt made this argument in a 2004 
paper: “Understanding why crime fell in 
the 1990’s: four factors that explain the 
decline and six that do not” . Legalisa-
tion of abortions is one of the four 
factors he cites as being responsible for 
the precipitate drop in all categories 
of crime in the 1990’s. What Levitt’s 
enthusiastic supporters do not say is 
that he sees legal abortions as the least 
significant of the four factors which 
for him explain the US drop in crime. 
The first two – and in Levitt’s view 
the factors which are of far greater 

Across the continent in California, “three 
strikes” (3S) was passed in 1994. Thereafter 

violent crime fell sharply, and ten years 
later was 60% lower than it had been before 

the introduction of 3S
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significance – are increases in the 
number of police, and the rising prison 
population.

In other words, those who cite Levitt 
to “explain” the massive crime drop 
in the US not only cherry pick the 
evidence, but his conclusions, ignoring 
the factors he sees as most significant, 
and highlighting the one that he sees as 
being the least significant, and the fac-
tor having the weakest causative effect.

Another popular US theory to 
explain reducing crime is the removal 
of lead from petrol and paint 30 years 
or so ago. Exposure to high levels of 
environmental lead – so the theory 
goes – causes brain damage and crimi-
nal behaviour about 20 years after-
wards. If you remove the lead, crime 
will drop 20 or so years later. This 
theory is advanced in a major feature 
in a recent issue of The Listener.

Rick Nevin, another American 
economist, argues that exposure to 
lead in a number of countries studied 
is “ a major driver of changes in the 
crime rate”, and says the correlations 
are “stunning…stupefying”. For New 
Zealand, Nevin claims that “…changes 
in blood lead levels … explain[s] 93% 
of the variation in the crime rate over 
three decades.” 

The article includes a number of 
graphs which plot blood/lead levels in 
1950 against rates of crime of vari-
ous types 20 or so years later. At first 
glance, there does indeed seem to be a 
close correlation in the overall crime 
rate, and for robbery in particular. 
There is however little correlation 
between lead levels twenty years earlier 
and burglary, and only limited correla-
tion between lead levels and the mur-
der rate. So far, so mildly interesting.

But what of data from twenty years 
earlier? During the 1930’s all paint 
was oil based, and laced with lead. 
When houses were repainted, the old 
paint was burned or dry sanded off – 
the methods Nevin say are the most 
dangerous. Tetra-ethyl lead was added 
to petrol from the beginning of the 
motoring age, which by the 1930’s, was 
in full swing in New Zealand. In addi-
tion, lead was used in a wide variety of 
ubiquitous products, including agricul-
tural and home garden sprays. Every 
home gardener had a big tin of arsenate 

of lead to combat codling moth and 
other pests. No-one wore any protec-
tion when spraying.

If lead exposure explains criminal 
behaviour twenty years later, why did 
we not have an epidemic of crime in 
the 1950’s rather than a decade where 
people routinely left their houses not 
only unlocked but open when they 
went out, and women thought noth-
ing of going for a stroll on hot summer 
evenings? For me, the theory simply 
does not stack up.

This first serious shot in the battle to 
“explain” our falling crime rate will not 
be the last. Left wing academics – and in 
New Zealand, with very few exceptions, 
there is no other kind – simply cannot 
accept that mandatory sentencing, lon-
ger non parole periods, and parole being 
much harder to get can explain our 
falling crime rate, and therefore there 
simply must be other and better reasons, 
if only they can find it or them.

There is however one little gem in 

the Listener article – one which we can 
expect to be completely ignored by 
those citing Nevin’s lead/crime theory 
with approval. Among our academ-
ics the “unemployment and poverty 
cause crime” theory is perhaps the 
most widely believed. Nevin looked 
at the unemployment numbers in the 
countries he studied, and concluded 
that in most cases “the effect it had was 
relatively tiny”. He concludes:

“The commonly held belief that 
crime is driven by bad economic 
times just isn’t borne out by the 
data, and in the New Zealand 
[results], where you don’t even see it 
show up, the reason is it wasn’t even 
statistically significant”.

As crime continues to fall – in my 
view largely as a result of the policy 
changes since 2008 – we can expect 
more and more arguments such as 
Nevin’s lead/crime theory of crime 
causation to be advanced. All will over-
look or discount the obvious.
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INTERVIEW

THE 
REDEMPTION 

OF JONES
Is this Labour’s next Prime Minister?

PHOTO: JANE USSHER, 2007
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JONES: Please allow me to talk primarily about the north 
because I’m currently in the north. I think a lot of your  read-
ers would know that there’s too many spots around the north 
where there are not enough jobs, there’s not enough industry, 
and into idle hands fall all sorts of troubles and temptations. 

A government that I am part of has to be willing to put 
dough into the regions, because I am sick and tired of see-
ing rugby teams that can’t field enough players, volunteer 
organisations struggling because we are losing too much 
talent – both to Australia but also out of the area. Call me 
old-fashioned, mate, but I think that’s worth fighting for in a 
political sense.

Obviously, education and health are always big issues for a 
Labour politician, but I think education is taking on a whole 
new character – as our country becomes more multicultural 
you can rest assured that the families coming from China, 
Malaysia and India place an inordinately high accent on 
education. Perhaps slightly more different than the average 
kiwi does. So I think those of us who want to have a long term 
impact through policy, on politics and society,  are going to 
have to think very innovatively about education mate.

INVESTIGATE: In terms of this issue of multicultural-
ism, how do Maori in the far north for example find the 
influx of new immigrants to New Zealand?

JONES: Well my family’s a mixture of the early Croatian 
– otherwise known as Dalmatian – gum diggers, Welsh and 
Maori, and they’ve all blended in fairly well. There’s always a 
few dark sheep in any whanau – I suppose I should include 
myself in that category from time to time – but I do think 
that as multiculturalism in New Zealand, the multi-ethnic 
composition of our country grows, Maori are going to need to 
be more and more assertive in keeping their primary identity 
as tangata whenua to the fore, for fear of being swallowed up.

Now, you can call that reactive, but I predict that if any-
thing the drive to maintain a Maori identity – which I think 
is the mortar of a great kiwi identity – I don’t think that’s 
going to diminish, I think that’s going to get stronger.

On a day to day basis I don’t have a great deal to do with 
the ethnic groups. I’m invited from time to time, and obvi-
ously I know about the Japanese through the fishing indus-
try, and I’ve dealt with Chinese, hosting various delegations, 
but I can’t pretend to be parliament’s expert on multi-ethnic 
composition of New Zealand.

INVESTIGATE: UK Prime Minister David Cameron 
a couple of years ago gave a very famous speech about the 
problems that Britain was having with multiculturalism and 
immigration – that it wasn’t doing enough to get immi-
grants to recognise the British way of life. Is there a reflec-
tion of that in New Zealand, do you think?

JONES: Do you know that a lot of immigrant people that 
I have met, I’m straight up in relation to the importance 
of the Treaty. It may sound a wee bit corny but I do see the 

He may have lost the leadership 
battle, but Labour’s Shane Jones 
may be the closest thing the party 
has to a future plan. Six years ago 
this magazine ruled Jones out 
as a future leader on the basis 
of his bad judgement in the Bill 
Liu citizenship scandal, when he 
signed off against official advice. 
Normally, such lapses would be 
politically terminal, but Jones has 
shown an ability to eat humble 
pie and learn from his mistakes. 
As IAN WISHART discovered, 
Jones has one thing that all 
Labour leaders since Mike Moore 
have lacked: the common touch
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Treaty as a key feature of the country’s 
identity.

We were originally gifted a kind of 
bicultural or binary narrative, and 
whilst multiculturalism might bring 
change, and it takes people a while 
to grasp what it means to be a kiwi, 
I think the kind of Judeo-Christian, 
missionary ethic that formed much of 
the foundations of northern history – 
there’s no reason why that should be 
wiped out even though we’re a more 
secular society. Don’t ever overlook the 
Treaty, and I think there’s an expecta-
tion that Maori have that as waves of 
immigrants come they bear in mind 
that they’ve come to a country that has 
deep and rich foundations, irrespective 

of how young we might be in compari-
son to other nation states.

INVESTIGATE: How does that fit 
in with the United Nations narrative 
of reducing borders everywhere and 
essentially turning the whole planet 
into one great migration pool?

JONES: Well I don’t know if you’ve 
been to America recently, but try-
ing to go through LAX makes a lie of 
reducing borders. I think that whilst it 
is important that we gain more wealth 
through the free flow of goods and 
services, New Zealand has its own 
proud traditions and as people come 
here to search for a better life, that life 
has to take place within the context 
of social mores, political Westminster 

traditions, and cultural traditions. I’m 
a full-blooded kiwi and I will always  
be an old time kiwi out of the north, 
Dalmatian Maori Pakeha, and I’m 
going to be a living embodiment and a 
promoter of that for as long as I live.

INVESTIGATE: You came from 
business, the fishing industry, into 
politics and the Labour Party, how did 
that immersion come about?

JONES: I originally worked in the 
time of Geoffrey Palmer, and indeed I 
was one of his advisors as a young 30 
year old. I was fortunate enough to be 
promoted to get the Harkness Fellow-
ship, and obviously that broadened my 
horizons – I grew up in Awanui, went to 
school at St Stephens Maori Boys School 
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– so washing up on a Harkness Fellow-
ship at the Kennedy School at Harvard 
University in Boston was a massive set 
of steps. I think it brought some pride 
to the people of Awanui and my own 
whanau around the far north.

But when you come into politics – I 
was 45 – you start at third form all 
over again. There are some exceptional 
individuals who manage to leap-frog 
a lot of that – in our time, Margaret 
Wilson had her own sort of trajectory, 
didn’t have to serve an apprenticeship. 
Steven Joyce, perhaps, is another one. 
But I went through a two year appren-
ticeship, and when you join a political 
party you might think that you are a 
big rangatira, or a big ‘swinging dick’ 

in another life, but when you come 
into parliament mate it has its own 
hierarchy and its own nuances and you 
ignore them at your peril.

INVESTIGATE: In terms of your 
own journey through politics you’ve had 
some highs and shocking lows. What 
have you learnt over the last four to five 
years, what have those lows taught you?

JONES:  Well, there’s a line out of 
the Bible – not that I’m a great bibli-
cal scholar but after five years at St 
Stephens you pick up one or three 
things and they never leave you – ‘Have 
the patience of Job’. If you are too 
impatient you’ve got to make sure your 
own sharp elbows don’t upset other 
colleagues – that’s part of the nuances I 

was telling you about.
Yeah, I haven’t distinguished myself. 

I’m not in the practice of obfuscation 
either, I haven’t distinguished myself. 
I’ve become embroiled  in the credit 
card episode, and that still haunts me 
in terms of public commentary. That 
goes back to 2007 so just that little 
episode tells you a story. 

I had to go through an investigation 
at the hands of the Auditor General 
because of the Bill Liu affair, where I 
made a decision about citizenship that 
you actually covered in your maga-
zine in 2008, and it went through the 
wringer in 2013. Funnily enough while 
I was being investigated for my role 
in that decision the guy was let off 
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I had to go through an investigation at the hands 
of the Auditor General because of the Bill Liu affair, 
where I made a decision about citizenship that you 

actually covered in your magazine in 2008, and it 
went through the wringer in 2013

all charges by the New Zealand High 
Court. He went through his process, 
and I got a smacking of an adminis-
trative nature and that’s just part of 
politics unfortunately.

INVESTIGATE: I remember giving 
you a particularly hard time in regards 
to the judgement call you made. Hav-
ing said that, time is a great healer 
and I wonder in fact if you would do 
anything differently given the same 
circumstances?

JONES: You know, I’ve been asked 
that Ian. No one would want to go 
through the potential shame and 
embarrassment to your party. Some of 
my friends felt, ‘well, you’ve put us in a 
bad spot’, but mate it’s come and gone 
and it would be idle of me to speculate, 
would I have done things differently etc.

I genuinely was told, and I think the 
investigator believed me, that if the guy 
was sent back to China he would be 
executed. I wrote down the colourful 
phrases. But I accept that that decision 
caused a lot of angst for my colleagues 
in the Labour Party several years later 
and I would like to avoid that in future.

INVESTIGATE: In terms of this 
year’s election campaign, National are 
sitting very high in the polls, what do 
you put that down to?

JONES: Oh, I don’t think that we 
should overlook the fact that there is 
a John Key phenomenon. He probably 
is the greatest asset that the National 
Party has. He’s been highly successful 
in terms of managing the public’s view 
of him, so I think it would be churlish 
of me not to acknowledge that.

I think there is a narrative happen-
ing, which is that ‘the economy is com-
ing right, continue to trust us’ – this 
is the party that writes out cheques to 
Hollywood and has no compunction 
about picking winners, not least of 
which is the dairy industry, and which 

has watched the growing gap between 
the haves and the have-nots with 
apparent indifference.

But you can’t just win an election by 
focusing on what the current regime 
is doing bad. I’ve been very active, and 
recently our leader presented the forestry 
policy. It might not be sexy but I do think 
industry policy out in the regions gives 
people jobs and will have a lot of mean-
ingful impact on their day to day lives. 

We will continue to roll out policies, 
but we know there is a narrative being 
used against us, ie the economy is on 
the rise, don’t change. We saying, well, 
the economy other than dairy farming 
and perhaps Christchurch, is not all that 
flash. It’s time to substantially change 
the mix of policies to fulfil the potential 
of the whole country. You are going to 
have those two streams of debate.

There’ll be a presidential style to this 
election campaign, and David Cunliffe 
will shine, I have no doubt, once you 
get into those televised debates, but one 
should never underestimate the guile 
of the Prime Minister.

INVESTIGATE: What would you 
bring to this election if it was in your 
power?

JONES: Well, number one, let’s 
dispel any ambiguity. We’ve got one 
leader, and that’s the man we call 
‘Rawiri’, David Cunliffe. But in respect 
of what I’ll do when I’m campaigning 
and bringing a mix of  ideas in: num-
ber one I think it’s really important 
to sound and promote messages and 
focus on policies that have meaning in 
the daily lives of kiwis, and convey it to 
them in a way they can relate to.

I’m often criticised, and you might 
have wondered once or twice yourself, 
sometimes it sounds like I’ve swal-
lowed a dictionary. I’ve been told that. 
I think it was Brian Edwards who said 
‘Shane Jones is constipated with words 

that are bigger than his intellect’. So 
yeah, keep it real.

INVESTIGATE: You bring a com-
mon touch to politics. Is that some-
thing that Labour is yet to find in terms 
of its appeal to the public?

JONES:  One thing that I think 
David Shearer, Annette King, myself, 
the guy who we call ‘Chainsaw’ – 
Damien O’Connor – we just have that 
type of style. David Cunliffe has got a 
different style, and David is a fantastic 
presenter. David just presented our 
forestry policy to a pretty tough – I 
wouldn’t say unruly but a ‘rustic’ crowd,  
and I believe he went fantastically well 
in that delivery. It’s just that probably 
we’ve had slightly different upbringings. 
But we’re a broad church, he’s got his 
style, I’ve got mine. As I said, there’s a 
host of other MPs who can relate to a 
wide range of people as well.

I feel that once Dave manages to 
get right into the campaign, and it’s a 
contrast between him and the Prime 
Minister, people will see that he is a 
fantastic presenter but also a very effec-
tive campaigner. And that’s important 
because people do look at the top line.

INVESTIGATE: There’s no doubt 
you’re a loyal trouper, but with the 
polls coming in at 29.5% it’s a hard ask 
isn’t it to expect Labour to get back in?

JONES: Yeah, but that poll probably 
reflects that we’ve had some mishaps 
over the last few weeks. Our rangatira 
Dave Cunliffe dealt with that, I believe, 
in a way that didn’t cause us any drama. 
I got in a bit of the proverbial by turning 
some fire on what was supposed to be 
a friendly force, the Greens, but I’ve 
moved on from that now. So I think 
the poll just reflected a blip in our own 
performance. But we realise that the 
best way to change the government is to 
have a ‘4’ in front of your rating or have 
a cigarette-paper closeness.
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MAY YOU 
LIVE IN 
INTERESTING 
TIMES

COMMENTARY

Eleven years ago, Dunedin writer COLIN RAWLE 
penned a somewhat prescient monologue on the 
fall of Western civilisation, then put it in a drawer. 
Rawle took aim at “white, liberal Europeans”…
some immigrants and extreme feminists – not 
as individuals but as ideologies. In the decade 
that’s passed since this was written, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron has made similar 
comments about the failings of multiculturalism, 
and the world is lurching ever closer to a new 
totalitarianism. Mark Steyn once described it 
as ‘sleepwalking to national suicide’. By Rawle’s 
reckoning, the sleepwalker is currently at the point 
of tying his own noose

Echoes From 2003
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I
t is cause for some opti-
mism that people are finally 
beginning to realise that the 
underlying forces of the treaty 
industry1 in New Zealand are 
no different from those which 

have completely destroyed the poten-
tial of so many other former British/
European colonies – Rhodesia/Zimba-
bwe for instance.

Those who have bothered to inform 

themselves also know that the so-called 
“indigenous peoples weapon”, is but 
one stratagem in an all-out war against 
the proper progress of civilisation.

In its modern form this largely unde-
tected psychological war against every-
thing good in Western civilisation began 
in the mid 19th century with the atheistic 
ideologies typified by Marxism.

The genuine social impulse towards 
“liberty, equality, and fraternity” which 

initially provoked the French Revolution 
was quickly usurped and transformed 
into the “Great Terror”, or the “class war” 
blood bath by the Leftist Jacobins.

Thus the Jacobins anticipated by 
some sixty years the disastrous atheis-
tic socio/political ideology with which 
Marx and his followers were to infect 
Western civilisation, and very soon the 
entire world.

Nowadays untold millions of West-
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The beginnings of another wilfully designed, (but blindly 
implemented), catastrophe are right now unfolding in 

many major European nations, which have awakened to 
find that they have an alien, and increasingly crime-ridden, 
unassimilated nation of millions within their borders, many 
of whom openly defy their host nation’s laws and traditions

erners are unsuspecting captives of this 
socially lethal Marxist mindset. The 
same lack of psycho/intellectual dis-
cernment which first led these people 
into psychological captivity then trans-
formed them into the “useful tools” 
who attack everything good and true 
in their civilisation – while encourag-
ing and promoting everything per-
verse, degenerate, anachronistic – in 
short, anything bad.

Perversely, these “holier than thou” 
reformists, believe that the “sins” of the 
West will somehow be redeemed by 
subverting the foundations of every-
thing good and decent about it, every-
thing that would lead to social progress 
– and replacing them with every con-
ceivable form of intellectual charlatan-
ism and moral/ethical degeneracy.

Thus we see that Western his-
tory since the last half of the 
nineteenth century stands as 

testimony to the fact that this covert 
war’s first objective was, (of necessity), 
the elimination of all core Western 
values and religious convictions. By 
the 1960’s this objective – and therefore 
any serious resistance to all subsequent 
subversion – had largely been achieved; 
a decisive proportion of the Western 
peoples had allowed themselves to be 
thoroughly indoctrinated.

If the only enemies the West, and 
particularly of the British Empire, had 
to worry about were its external foes, it 
would have shrugged them off as a lion 
shrugs off a mildly annoying fly. But 
“A house divided against itself can-
not stand” and it has been the inner 
subversion that has proven the Biblical 
proverb true.

The fifth column sabotage came, and 
continues to come from every quarter. 

It utilises every psychological means 
that our technological age offers, 
and ranges from the most subtle and 
subliminal methods of earlier decades 
– i.e, propaganda, misinformation and 
painstakingly contrived ignorance 
via a captured education system and a 
largely captured news media, legislative 
jiggery pokery, to the re-writing of his-
tory and bare-faced lies of the present.

Included in all this is an aspect of the 
“indigenous peoples weapon” which 
reveals itself in the device of engulfing 
former Western “Christendom” with 
mass immigration of peoples of some-
times incompatible consciousness, reli-
gion, customs, and in some cases, values.

This policy has been implemented 
over the last 4-5 decades with draco-
nian efficiency under cover of the uto-
pian “multi-cultural” / “diversity” ruse 
– and the cleverly cultivated perception 
that this is one of the endless ways that 
the West must atone for its “sins”.

“For all things there is a season”. 
While a discussion of the universal, 
(not just the West’s), age-old human 
impulse towards exploration, migra-
tion and colonisation, lies outside 
the purpose of this article; it is worth 
mentioning that it is only recently 
that the transparent lie that European 
colonisation is the cause of the various 
catastrophes now unfolding in Africa 
and other former colonies has been 
seriously challenged.

But at last, the truth of the matter is 
being clearly voiced by many informed, 
free thinking commentators. The point 
is well made by the journalist Mark 
Steyn, writing in The Spectator (August, 
2003) – “… The Congressional Black 
Caucus blames all this (i.e. the bloody 
savagery that has increasingly engulfed 
Africa since the 1960’s) on the legacy 

of colonialism, but it would be more 
accurate to call it the legacy of post-
colonialism or prematurely terminated 
colonialism. The first generation of the 
continent’s leaders were those London 
School of Economics2 educated Afro-
Marxists who did such a great job at 
destroying their imperial inheritance....
to most people in Britain, colonial 
Africa isn’t that long ago. It’s only a little 
over three decades since the Queen was 
Sierra Leone’s first post-independence 
head of state. But in a land where male 
life- expectancy is (nowadays) 32, who 
remembers the late sixties?”

Indeed, it seems that those under the 
spell of the aforementioned ideolo-
gies are perennially instrumental in 
dragging what properly belongs to the 
future into the present; together with 
all the serious and sometimes fatal 
problems that inevitably attend any 
grossly premature birth.

If the deluded Socialist social engi-
neers had permitted the evolutionary 
process of mankind’s racial/cultural 
integration to proceed in its natural 
way, and in its own time, then that 
which has been prematurely imposed 
upon undeveloped peoples over the 
last half century, (i.e. “majority rule”, 
“self-determination”, independence, 
democracy etc), would not even have 
commenced until more than a century 
from now.

In this case it would have come to pass 
with no more social disruption than is 
normal when any kind of major change 
occurs in human affairs, and certainly 
without the social disasters which have 
characterised the last forty years – i.e 
since the Left finally seized control of 
international Western politics.

But, foolishly rushing in “where 
angels fear to tread” – is the very least 
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transgression of these particular Leftist 
ideologues who are driven by the com-
pulsion to “arrange” society according 
to their theories, programmes, and 
boundless egotism.

The beginnings of another wilfully 
designed, (but blindly implemented), 
catastrophe are right now unfolding in 
many major European nations, which 
have awakened to find that they have an 
alien, and increasingly crime-ridden, 
unassimilated nation of millions within 
their borders, many of whom openly 
defy their host nation’s laws and tradi-
tions. These peoples are also massively 
out-reproducing their hosts, and, in the 
case of extremists, inciting revolution.

Fifty seven percent of births in 
Belgium, for example, are now (2003) 
Moslem.

France is approaching the same 
situation. This trend can only increase, 
with the result that in the easily fore-
seeable future, and failing a miraculous 
and immediate awakening, ancient 
European and formerly Christian 
countries are likely to fall to Islam.

This eventuality, in combination 
with the now, brilliantly engineered, 
decadence of the West, will result in a 
worse state of barbarism than is typi-
cal of many Islamic and third-world 
countries which, for whatever reason, 
have failed to combine the better part 
of Western civilisation with the better 
part of their own.

New Zealand, as much as any other 
Western country which follows this 
same path of cultural/social suicide, 
will suffer the same fate. In short, 
western civilisation, (long since global), 
in its entirety may be facing its grossly 
premature demise with consequences 
for mankind as a whole that one shud-
ders to contemplate.

It lies within the nature of life itself 
that all civilisations are destined to rise 
and then fall, having made their con-
tribution to the whole; but again – “for 
all things there is a season”. Obviously, 
the most certain way to destroy a civili-
sation, prematurely or otherwise, is to 
eliminate or corrupt the people who 
created and sustain it.

Even a cursory glance at Western 
society today suggests that both tactics 
continue to be applied with spectacular 
success.

Understandably, many people nowa-
days point to the legendary 1960’s as 
the apparent, beginning of the West’s 
truly serious and astonishingly rapid 
moral/social collapse.

However, if the 1960’s social phe-
nomenon is seen not as a beginning, 
but as an end of a process, then we 
approach the heart of the matter. In 
fact, the West’s 1960’s psycho/social 
upheaval signalled nothing less than 
the successful conclusion of a largely 
unconscious campaign, (inasmuch as 
most of those involved act like pos-
sessed automatons), but certainly 
undetected, campaign against all the 
West’s founding Christian values and 
traditional institutions.

Marriage, for example, and the 
traditional family was always a prior-
ity target – for obvious reasons. (The 
traditional, natural, family has always 
been recognised as the foundation of 
civil society.) This germinal begin-
nings of this campaign really began, as 
already outlined, some 100 years earlier 
with the mid 19th century advent of an 
unprecedented kind of thinking which 
found expression in an unholy alliance 
of secular humanist/Marxist type “sci-
entific” socialism, and a materialistic 
distortion of true liberalism – (which 
effectively turned it into its exact 
opposite.) There is a world of difference 
between the true liberal ideal and the 
pseudo liberalism and outright licence 
of today.

By the 1960’s a decisive proportion of 
Western peoples had become com-
pletely estranged from everything of 

their spiritual/cultural heritage which 
would have guided them and their 
civilisation safely into the future.

The outer manifestation of this 
spiritual/intellectual capitulation, was 
that sometime during the infamous 
1960’s, the West finally dropped off the 
edge of the moral precipice. The much 
lamented and interminably debated 
social melt-down which was the imme-
diate result of this, still unrecognised 
event, followed as surely as night must 
follow day. Seen against the time frame 
of world history, the West has been in 
moral free fall since the mid 1960’s, but 
when everything is falling at the same 
speed, it is not easily noticed.

As a result of direct, (if semi-con-
scious) actions, or dull self-centred 
indifference, the Western peoples must 
collectively bear the greatest culpability 
for this dire circumstance – (inasmuch 
as their psycho/spiritual/intellectual 
failure has allowed it to arise).

However, if one were to distinguish 
between the multiplicity of factions 
which collectively comprise the West’s 
fifth-column Left, then the main culpa-
bility for one particularly telling blow 
against the future welfare of Western 
civilisation, and, by association, all 
civilisation – (namely European self-
depopulation), must surely lie with the 
West’s Feminist movement.

It is they, (feminist) women no less, 
who far more than any other faction, 
have for decades agitated, in the name 
of their “rights” against their funda-
mental, time honoured role and respon-
sibility to society and its future welfare.
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Women’s rights are one thing – (like 
men’s rights, they are simply human 
rights) but feminism is something quite 
different. The feminist’s “freedom” and 
“rights” somehow became synonymous 
with a hostility towards an essential 
part of their very nature and being – 
namely marriage, child-bearing and 
motherhood. Surely there is something 
terribly wrong here.

As much as men, (generally 
speaking), have departed from 
the ideal of true manliness as a 

result of a century of cultural sabotage, 
women, (again in general terms), have 
departed from the ideal of true wom-
anhood much further. Mother Teresa 
tried to express this when she said -”If 
a mother can kill her unborn child, 
what is left?”

If the feminist’s hostility towards 
men, marriage and childbearing were 
not enough, the demand for “control 
of their own bodies” has, quite pre-
dictably, resulted in abortion virtu-
ally on demand. Here, together with 
the frank decision of many modern 
Western women to forego motherhood 
altogether, is the main cause of the 
alarming self-depopulation of Euro-
peans throughout the world over the 
post 1950’s-60’s feminist era. In New 
Zealand, abortion is the biggest single 
cause of death, far eclipsing heart fail-
ure or cancer.

Prior to this time the West had 
no such problem. The so-called post 
W.W.2 “baby boom” was really nothing 
more than business as usual.

Feminist ideology however, has long 
since spread far beyond the confines 
of professed feminism and of sex, and 
today considerable numbers of “sen-
sible” women, and male “feminists” 

add fuel to the funeral pyre of Western 
culture.

Naturally, the feminists” demand 
for “control of their own bodies” never 
meant controlling bodily appetites. The 
whole phenomenon was inseparable 
from the “age of permissiveness” and 
“free love” and the estrangement of 
“sex” from childbearing and parent-
hood. What it really meant was the 
control, or destruction of others bodies 
– i.e. infant/embryonic bodies.

Between 1967 and 2003 some 6-10 
million potential future citizens of the 
U.K have been aborted, most of whom 
– if we can presume sanity – would 
have had families of their own. In New 
Zealand today nearly one in three 
pregnancies are terminated, which 
equates to approximately eighteen to 
twenty thousand abortions a year.

New Zealand’s appalling suicide sta-
tistics, particularly among the young 
and the elderly, are among the world’s 
highest, and are also a tragic phenom-
enon of the post 1950’s/60’s secular era.

The abortion statistics are similar 
in most other Western countries, or 
are leading in the same direction; and 
even allowing for the case of China, 
which currently does not suffer a lack 
of population, (China’s birth control 
policy is more political than populist), 
it is Westerners who are leading this 
anti-life, anti-human death wish.

There is no room for argument on 
this point. If it is true that the West is 
trending towards self-depopulating, 
while simultaneously being inundated 
with prolifically reproducing alien 
immigrants, then it will die. This is not 
alarmist fear mongering – it is arith-
metic. Mathematics and demographics 
are exact sciences.

Extreme feminism has long advo-

cated the destruction of what they have 
labelled the “nuclear” family. All of 
these aims, plus those of their kindred 
subversives, together with the likely 
demise of Western civilisation, have 
now been largely realised.

Consistent with all of the above is the 
fact that feminism, (which, of course, 
originated, and is still largely confined 
to the West), has always aligned itself 
with “indigenous” activism, the social 
agendas of homosexual activists, and 
ultra Left ideology in general.

All these three movements are united 
inasmuch as their imagined interests 
require the overthrow or “deconstruc-
tion” of the “establishment” – which 
simply means the overthrow of our 
allegedly “patriarchal” Western Judeo/
Christian civil society, its core values, 
ancient institutions and loyalties.

Note – While I claim that Western 
civilisation at its most promising point 
of development was the best in the 
world, it would be absurd to speak of 
anything approaching perfection. I do 
not even claim that Western civilisa-
tion was good, only that it was the best 
of its time, the hope for the future, and 
that this is precisely why it was, and 
continues to be attacked by those hin-
dering powers and organisations which 
by their very nature must oppose 
everything genuinely progressive – i.e. 
progressive in the proper and most 
profound sense.

I am assuming it to be self-evident 
that evil, opposing powers, call them 
what you will, do not work indepen-
dently into the world. They can only 
wreak their havoc via the agency of 
human beings.

So, while like anything else human at 
this point in history, Western civili-
sation – even without the incessant 

There is no room for argument on this point. If it is true 
that the West is trending towards self-depopulating, 

while simultaneously being inundated with prolifically 
reproducing alien immigrants, then it will die. This 

is not alarmist fear mongering – it is arithmetic. 
Mathematics and demographics are exact sciences
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efforts of its saboteurs – would still be 
far from perfect, it nevertheless bears 
within it (or did) the potential for end-
less improvement.

In contrast, the goal, or utopian 
fantasy, towards which its enemies 
strive has no such potential, and has 
long since proven to produce nothing 
but chaos.

The fact that the feminists and all 
others under the thrall of the same 
psycho/spiritual/ “politically correct” 
delirium are puppets of powerful, 
shadowy “vested interests” that operate 
behind the scenes of international poli-
tics and finance – (the only true “Right 
wing”), is neither excuse for them, nor 
consolation for anyone else.

In the lesbianism and Marxism 
which has always been a component of 
radical feminism, lies the explanation 
for the otherwise inexplicable phenom-
enon of women, i.e. some women – (the 
nurturing, caring sex), being in the 
forefront of everything that is antipa-
thetic to men, marriage, family, child-
bearing, and anything else genuinely 
feminine. The true femininity which is 
so desperately needed to “balance up” 
modern life, appears to be disappear-
ing in the West. Nor can true mascu-
linity healthily develop except within a 
social milieu of true femininity.

Needless to say, the selfish refusal 
of so many hedonistic modern West-
erners of both sexes to assume the 
responsibility of having enough chil-
dren to replace themselves, raise them 
properly, and thus ensure the future of 
their civilisation for posterity’s sake, is 
just one more poisoned fruit of their 
capitulation to the secular humanistic 
assault upon their priceless Christian 
cultural heritage.

And let us be very clear – it is pre-
cisely Christianity, (i.e. true Christian-
ity) which is eternally the real target. 
The Western peoples themselves, and 
the remnants of their once incipient 
Christian culture are targets only inso-
far as they retain traces of such poten-
tial. (Somewhat surprisingly, it seems 
that we are still worthy of attack, and 
there is some small comfort in this.)

There is nothing to be said against 
women having careers, but it should be 
remembered that there are such things 
as social responsibilities as well as 

personal ambitions, and there is only 
one way for children to come into the 
world.

In any case, in the absence of a 
healthy, stable, progressive, and essen-
tially humanitarian society – which 
presupposes upcoming generations, 
the realisation of purely personal 
ambitions would be severely curtailed. 
Third world people by the million, and 
those suppressed under non-demo-
cratic totalitarian regimes understand 
this very well.

With regard to the West’s 
Trojan horsemen/women – 
i.e. the ultra-Left ideologues, 

who demonstrably hate their own 
civilisation as much as any anti-west-
ern terrorist, it may be said that there is 
a great difference between the greater 
or lesser immoralities to which we are 
all susceptible, and cravenly lending 
oneself as blind instruments of social 
destruction.

There is no doubt that along with the 
all the wilfully ignored benefits that 
Western civilisation has brought to the 
world, it has made mistakes. But any-
one who cares to objectively consider 
modern Western history will discover 
that such mistakes, in both domestic 
and foreign policy only became truly 
disastrous, from the last half of the 
19th century onwards. Again, this was 
exactly the time period during which 
the aforementioned Marxist type 
dialectical materialism, (a complete 
corruption and reversal of Hegel), 
gained the ascendancy in Western 
consciousness.

Before the mid 19th century the 
West’s mistakes while serious, nev-
ertheless retained something human 
about them – something all too human 
it might be said.

But after that time one senses some-
thing decidedly inhuman casting its 
shadow over European affairs. Becom-
ing aware of such things is the first step 
towards their conquest and resolution.

At this point I must make it crystal 
clear that personally I would welcome 
large numbers of good non white 
people into all western countries, 
including New Zealand, before I would 
accept one more Left-wing, “liberal”, 
“white” European.

However, due to the social death 
wish of moral relativism, also bestowed 
upon us by Left-wing ideology, I now 
find myself in the bizarre position of 
being obliged to point out that I mean 
“good” in precisely the traditional, 
Western Christian sense.

With this, and having unambigu-
ously clarified my position upon both 
this point, and humanity’s urgent need 
for true femininity, it is clear that those 
who would condemn these observa-
tions as “racist” or “sexist” are com-
pletely foiled.

Their arguments – with which I am 
wearily familiar – are wrecked.

Having come this far in my rumina-
tions, and having shown that it is those 
Europeans who have succumbed to 
deviously disseminated Marxist-type 
atheistic humanism who are princi-
pally responsible for the present world 
crisis, I have thus convinced myself 
that nothing would be gained under 
present circumstances by a miraculous 
population increase among Europeans.

Hence it becomes shatteringly clear 
that there is no longer a choice of ways 
to rescue the situation. At this point in 
history there are not even two ways – 
there is only one.

By sheer, self-generated integrity – 
by dragging themselves up by their 
own bootlaces, a sufficient number 
of Westerners, or anyone else for that 
matter, must restore the true spirit of 
Western Christian culture to its proper 
sovereignty at this particular period of 
history, and thus swing the balance of 
world culture back towards sanity and 
salvation.

Failing such a moral renaissance, 
any hope of social renewal must lie 
somewhere in a distant and indefinite 
future.

Colin Rawle, May, 2003 .

References:
1. The Treaty of Waitangi, 1840, 
between the settler govern-
ment and most of the Maori 
people. Now corrupted beyond 
recognition.
2. London School of Economics 
– founded in 1884 by the Interna-
tional Fabian Socialist Society



24 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | April /May 2014

WORDS BY HAL G. P. COLEBATCH

J
ust before Russia moved forces 
into Crimea in defiance of interna-
tional treaties, more huge cuts were 
announced for the US armed forces. 
These were made without any analysis 
of the threats the nation faces. 

The A-10 attack aircraft, which have in the past 
proved themselves invaluable for ground support, 
are due to go, along with the U2 reconnaissance 
aircraft following the high-flying Mach-3 capable 
Blackbird to the scrapyard. A host of soldiers and 
Marines are to be made redundant. 

The Navy can’t afford to refuel one nuclear car-
rier resulting in it – and the rest of its battle group 
– being stuck in port for the foreseeable future. 
This is matched with cutting half of the Navy’s 
cruiser force.

The armed forces are to be shrunk to their lowest 
level since 1940.

Obama’s “Pacific Shift” to protect Japan, Tai-
wan, and the rest of the Pacific Rim nations is now 
officially a nullity. So is his promise to replace the 
ground-based missile defense that Bush prom-
ised Poland and Czech Republic with a sea-based 
system.

‘Military pay raises will be capped at 1% for the 
second straight year. Pay won’t be actually reduced, 
but some allowances will be, such as the housing 
allowance which is the reason military families can 
sometimes live off-base when on-base housing isn’t 
available. 

Existing pay rates are far less than civilian 
bureaucrats make, without having to cope with all 
the disruptions service life imposes on families and 
without being required to risk their lives in combat.

The Obama administration proposes Army cuts 
from 520,000 to 440,000 and the Marines to be cut 
from 190,000 to 182,000. So 88,000 soldiers and 
Marines will lose their jobs – through attrition and 
outright firing – and not be replaced. There are no 
plans to reduce the vast population of bureaucrats, 
who number about 2,723,000.

Jed Babbin, former Deputy Undersecretary of 
Defence in the George H. W. Bush Administration, 
wrote: “But for every $100,000 bureaucrat fired, 
you could keep 1.4 mid-rank sergeants. And I’ll 
guarantee that 0.4 sergeants are a lot more valuable 
and productive than 4.0 expensive bureaucrats.”

Commentator Tom Rogan wrote, just before the 
Crimean crisis: “But if the last ten years of war have 

SHIELDS 
DOWN
US, Britain both face defence catastrophes
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It is impossible to know whether Obama believes 
a militarily weaker and humble America will be 

less “provocative,” or if he is weakening it out 
of hatred for its present culture and institutions 

and its role of flagship of the West

taught us one thing with certainty, it’s 
that we can’t make do without a signifi-
cant ground forces capability.

“Neglected of troop levels, in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, the result was 
a relentless deployment schedule – 
think fifteen months in Iraq, a year 
at home, and then twelve months in 
Afghanistan.

“For some, that routine brought a 
terrible dividend …

“Defence Secretary Hagel suggests 
that the Army’s new force levels will 
enable America to simultaneously fight 
one major war and support another 
military action somewhere else. 
Unfortunately however, his claim relies 
upon one precarious assumption. The 
Defense Secretary assumes that any 
future military action would be short – 
Kuwait 1991 versus Iraq 2003.

“That’s a risk too far.
“Imagine, for example, that the Paki-

stani government collapsed. That ter-
rorists then seized access to elements 
of Pakistan’s nuclear stockpile. Such a 
situation would demand a major inter-
vention – to secure those weapons and 
ensure Pakistan’s transition back to a 
semblance of peaceful stability. Imag-
ine if North Korea then decided to take 
advantage of the situation by testing 
American resolve with an incursion 
into South Korea. That a skirmish then 
led to full-scale war. Faced with these 
joined catastrophes – unlikely but emi-
nently possible – America would stand 
on the precipice of defeat.

“And those are just two 
hypotheticals.

“The President’s budgetary protec-
tion for Special Forces pretends that the 
bases are covered. The Administration 
seems to believe that Special Forces 
offer a magic bullet for the unknown 
crisis situations America may face – a 
comparatively low-cost expenditure for 
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a grand strategic effect. And while it’s 
true that Special Forces are critical to 
the U.S. defense strategy, their utility is 
inherently limited. They lack the num-
bers necessary to seize territory and 
overcome enemy divisions.

“Still, this budget isn’t just badly 
orientated, it’s also delusional. Noting 
that the world was undergoing ‘unprec-
edented change’, Hagel nevertheless 
claimed that this budget would ‘man-
age these anticipated risks.’

“That latter comment likely had 
Clausewitz turning over in his grave. 
Of course judgments can be made 
about anticipated threats. But what 
about unanticipated threats?”

Rogan concludes: “Yet for all its 
weaknesses, the real deficit of this 
budget is found in its message to the 
world. Already cognizant of our hesi-
tancy, America’s adversaries now have 
another reason to smile. With these 
cuts Obama isn’t simply signaling his 
disinterest in facing down America’s 
adversaries, he’s showing his disregard 
for the cornerstone of American power 

– its consistency. This budget thus 
plays to a most dangerous presumption 
– that America is in decline and lacks 
the resolve to lead in the 21st century.”

Former Vice-President Dick Cheney 
described the cuts as “Absolutely dan-
gerous” and “just devastating.”

 “I have not been a strong supporter 
of Barack Obama. But this really is 
over the top. It does enormous long-
term damage to our military,” Cheney 
told Fox News. ”They act as though it 
is like highway spending and you can 
turn it on and off. The fact of the mat-
ter is he is having a huge impact on the 
ability of future presidents to deal with 
future crises that are bound to arise.” 

Cheney believes the cuts reflect Pres-
ident Obama’s beliefs and priorities. 

“He would much rather spend the 
money on food stamps than he would 
on a strong military or support for our 
troops.” 

It is impossible to know whether 
Obama believes a militarily weaker 
and humble America will be less 
“provocative,” or if he is weakening it 

out of hatred for its present culture and 
institutions and its role of flagship of 
the West.1 

Certainly if can be said he shows no 
love for its culture and institutions. It 
was his friend and associate the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson who organised a demon-
stration against a University teaching a 
course in Western Civilization, leading 
a mob chanting the slogan: “Ha, ha, ha, 
ho, ho, ho! Western Civ has got to go!” 

Meanwhile, writing in The 
American Spectator Online, 
Peter Ferrara, Director of 

Entitlement and Budget Policy at the 
Heartland Institute and General Coun-
sel of the American Civil Rights Union, 
has made some frightening points about 
American weakness viz-a-viz Russian 
aggression at the nuclear level.

 At the time of the missile defense 
cancellation, Ferrara says, Obama 
assured us he had a “smarter” idea 
for better missile defenses to protect 
Europe and the American east coast, 
which could be deployed with more 
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Neither Russia nor China are restrained by 
any such test ban treaty considerations. They 
are both financing, pell-mell, comprehensive 

nuclear modernization buildups

advanced technology later at sea. So 
where is that “smarter” idea now?

“Next in the ongoing deconstruction 
of America’s defenses came Obama’s 
perverse 2010 “New Start” supposed 
arms control deal with Russia. Under 
that “deal,” America’s deployable 
nuclear warheads are to be sharply 
reduced from 5,000 to only 1,550, about 
10% of what America had at the peak 
of its defenses. In return, Russia is 
required to make exactly zero reduc-
tions in its deployable warheads.

“Is this really a continuation of 
the enormously successful Reagan/
Bush arms control policies with the 
old Soviet Union? Or does such a deal 
make any sense any more, now that 
the old Soviet Union has broken up, 
and we face multiple nuke threats from 
more than Russia, like a heavily rearm-
ing China, and the almost complete 
nuke breakout of the Muslim terror-
ist state of Iran? Or is this just more 
Obama Calculated Deception to foist 
his 1960s hippie policy of unilateral 
nuclear disarmament on an unsuspect-
ing, too trusting America?”

Ferrara alleges that unilateral 
nuclear disarmament is the indi-
cated ultimate motivation based 

on the views of Undersecretary of State 
Rose Gottemoeller, Obama’s top long-
time left-wing arms negotiator. 

She is now proposing further nuclear 
disarmament to reduce America’s 
nukes to just 300. Obama has already 
indicated sympathy with that view.

“But that may not even matter 
anymore,” continues Ferrara. “Nuclear 
warheads naturally deteriorate over 
time, and so require periodic testing 
to ensure their reliability. Our nuclear 
deterrent won’t deter anything if our 
missiles are just going to land with a 
loud thud, and no explosion. Obama, 
however, is refusing to conduct any 
such tests, over the objections of 

Congressional Republicans. Instead, 
Obama is supporting the proposed 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty, which would prohibit any such 
further testing permanently.

“That would end America’s nuclear 
umbrella for all of our allies, includ-
ing Israel. That in turn would mean 
worldwide nuclear arms proliferation, 
as our allies would recognize that they 
have to take care of themselves. But 
such proliferation is not the concern 
of America’s ‘progressives,’ as long as 
what they see as the evil America is 
disarmed. Was Obama the Manchu-
rian Candidate or something?

“Neither Russia nor China are 
restrained by any such test ban treaty 
considerations. They are both financ-
ing, pell-mell, comprehensive nuclear 
modernization buildups. They seem 
to know a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity when they see it. Gottemoeller’s 
response to that: ‘We are not develop-
ing new nuclear weapons or pursuing 
new nuclear missions.’

“That is reflected in the Ameri-
can defense builddown proposed in 
Obama’s new budget. Obama proposes 
to spend less on national defense than 
last year, every year for the next 10 
years, except for 2024, when he would 
go back, 11 years later, to the 2013 level 
for national defense. That would reduce 
national defense back to the pre-World 
War II sum of 2.3% of GDP. That is why 
the Navy, the Air Force, and the Army 
would all be reduced to pre-World 
War II levels as well. This is why the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
was moved to ask before Congress 
last month, ‘What happens when our 
enemies can burn our homeland, and 
not just our flag?’

“Three months ago, Secretary of 
State John Kerry announced that “[t]
he era of the Monroe Doctrine is over.” 
Moscow replied two weeks later with 
its defence minister’s announcement 

that Russia will set up bases in Cuba, 
Nicaragua, and Venezuela for its navy 
and for the refueling of its strategic 
bombers. Who are they planning to 
bomb? [The Monroe Doctrine, origi-
nally aimed at Spain, after the Span-
ish American colonies revolted in the 
aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, held 
that European military interference 
in the Western Hemisphere would be 
taken by the US as a causus belli.]

“President Kennedy imposed a 
blockade on Cuba when he discovered 
Russians installing nuclear missile 
launchers there. But from the Obama 
‘progressives,’ all we, and Putin, hear, 
are crickets chirping.

“So Obama got what should have 
been the expected response to all this, 
with Russian troops marching into 
Ukraine, to seize Crimea to start. Even 
the reliably liberal Washington Post 
columnist Richard Cohen recognized 
the parallels between Putin’s action 
and Hitler’s first aggression to start 
World War II. Hitler marched into and 
seized the Sudetenland from Czecho-
slovakia supposedly to protect ethnic 
Germans living there, just as Putin 
has marched into Crimea, supposedly 
to protect ethnic Russians there. Even 
Cohen recognized that just as Hitler 
did not stop with the Sudetenland, but 
soon took over all of Czechoslovakia, 
then seized Poland, and then marched 
all the way to Moscow, so Putin could 
also lay claim to protecting ethnic 
Russians in eastern Ukraine, Estonia, 
Latvia, and beyond. How far in rees-
tablishing the Soviet empire will Putin 
go? The answer is easy. Until someone 
stops him.

“This does not mean America must 
go to war again. Remember, Reagan 
won the Cold War without firing a 
shot. America could do that again, with 
purely economic responses. Conserva-
tives today are reluctant to change the 
public conversation from the chaos of 
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Obamacare, and the Obama economy. 
But opening up a well warranted 
national defense issue would only add 
to, not distract from, the failures of the 
Obama Democrats, just as it added to 
the Reagan Coalition 35 years ago.

“But it may already be too late. Even 
Iran and North Korea will soon have the 
capability to launch a devastating EMP 
attack against America, which would 
require launching a couple of nuclear 
missiles off of America’s coasts, to deto-
nate miles up in the atmosphere. That 
would fry all electronics below, throwing 
America back into the 18th century, with 
no electricity, and no operative electri-
cal systems, including in cars, trucks, 
planes, and trains. Even military vehicles 
below would not be operable.

“So forget about even driving to the 
grocery store, or drug store, or doc-
tor’s office, or hospital. They would all 
have no delivered supplies any way. 
That is why a Presidential Commis-
sion in 2004 concluded that after such 
an attack 90% of Americans would be 
dead within a year.”

Meanwhile in Britain the num-
ber of Army reservists grew 
by only 60 in the last quarter 

of 2013 despite a Government drive to 
recruit 11,000 part-time soldiers by the 
end of year, to compensate for the slash-
ing of the regular forces from 102,000 to 
82,000. In other words it expected about 
10,000 extra army reservists to replace 
20,000 regulars.

The miniscule increase followed 
a year in which the reserve actually 
shrank and added to concerns that the 
Ministry of Defence will struggle with 
targets to replace 20,000 regular sol-
diers with a boosted reserve of 30,000. 

Given the complexity of modern 
equipment and the long training now 
required, the extra number of reserv-
ists – even if they were attained – would 
not begin to equal the loss of 20,000 
regulars.

Around 1,400 soldiers including 
hundreds of Gurkhas will be made 
redundant later this year, the Ministry 
of Defence is expected to announce, 
a scurvy return for the Gurkhas’ long 
and legendry record of gallantry and 
loyalty and especially given the lack of 
social security in their poverty-stricken 

native Nepal. Recruiting Gurkhas into 
the Brirtish Army was not only a major 
military asset for Britain, but a non-
patronising vehicle for foreign aid to a 
country desperately in need of it.

Up to 70 RAF personnel will also 
lose their jobs in the fourth round of 
job cuts to sweep the Armed Forces. 
The island now has a bath-tub navy, 
smaller than that of France, with just 
19 surface combatants. Two of the three 
Invincible-class aircraft/helicopter 
carriers, invaluable for disaster relief as 
well as combat operations, have been 
broken up, and the survivor has no 
planes. Bizarrely, it has been calcu-
lated, that though this is being done in 
the name of cost-cutting, the savings 
will be nil or less. 

While the armed forces are being 
reduced towards non-viability, the for-
eign aid budget is being “ring-fenced” 
against cuts, even to wealthy countries 
like India, which has more millionaires 
than Britain, and a more advanced 
space programme, or for useless and 
frivolous politically correct schemes 
such as grants for African women’s 
dance troupes.

Never mind the lowest strength 

since 1940, which is causing outrage 
and despair in the USA armed forces – 
these cuts will leave the British regular 
Army its smallest since the aftermath 
of the Napoleonic Wars.

(A shorter version of this article 
appeared in the Australian News 
Weekly)
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Lost in last year’s financial headlines of the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 stock index’s 30 percent 
rise were the market sectors that lost money, 

such as emerging markets and precious metals.
Two of the biggest emerging market exchange-

traded funds by assets under management, the 
Vanguard FTSE Emerging Markets ETF and the 
iShares MSCI Emerging Markets ETF, lost 4.9 
percent and 3.7 percent, respectively. Several com-
modity markets also ended 2013 lower, with gold’s 
27 percent drop most notable.

US investment outlook

invest by debbie carlson

And some sectors made money but returned 
significantly less than the main index, which may 
have disappointed investors.

So with the basic investment rule of “buy low, 
sell high,” are 2013’s losers, or at least the under-
performers, worth considering for 2014’s portfolio? 
In some cases, yes, but in others, financial market 
watchers advise to wait.

Six out of the 10 domestic market sectors under-
performed the S&P 500, said Pat O’Hare, chief 
market analyst at market research firm Briefing.
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Some commodity markets 
may improve. Commodity 
markets had a tough year. 
Gold prices fell sharply, as did 
values for several agricultural 
commodities, including corn, 
coffee and sugar

com: technology, energy, consumer staples, basic materi-
als, utilities and telecom. Underperformance doesn’t mean 
these sectors lost money; rather, they didn’t meet or beat the 
index, he said.

“Utilities saw a 9 percent gain in 2013. A 9 percent gain in 
any other year, people would be fine with, but last year was 
last year, so it qualified as a gross underperformance,” he said.

The utilities sector’s relatively weak performance makes 
it attractive to investors, particularly at this time of the 
year, when seasonal factors work in the sector’s favor, said 
John Person, president of National Futures, an investment 
advisory service.

“Buying utilities is a defensive move; but it’s also seasonal. 
You use more electricity (in the winter). ... In utilities, I like 
Exelon Corp., plus it has a 6 percent yield,” he said.

Be choosy in technology. Although the S&P technology 
sector rose about 24 percent in 2013, O’Hare said much of 
that gain came from biotechnology firms and a few “high 
momentum” names, so there are some values to be found.

Person said he likes technology firms that support the 
Internet, such as Netgear. “No matter where you go, every-
one has free Wi-Fi or are starting to offer it,” he said.

Person and Fran Radano, senior investment manager at 
Aberdeen Asset Management, said electronic storage com-
panies have potential. Radano said his pick is EMC Corp., 
which also owns VMware, a virtual server company.

The firm was “under attack as companies weren’t spending 
as much on storage, but (EMC is) still front and center, and 
a leader in the space, so I think you’ll see a natural rebound 
there,” he said.

Emerging markets were beat up last year after the Fed-
eral Reserve announced it would taper its asset-purchase 
program, known as quantitative easing. These countries 
saw gains when the Fed initiated the program, so now that 
the Fed is pulling in its stimulus, the opposite is occurring. 
Concerns about growth in China, and country-specific 
problems in places like Turkey and Argentina, continue to 
hit the stock market and currencies of those countries.

There is value to be had in emerging markets, but Person, 
O’Hare and Radano all urged caution.

“Emerging markets are not going out of business ... but we 

certainly wouldn’t be rushing in to buy the recent weak-
ness,” O’Hare said. “But (long-term investors can) start scal-
ing in modestly if you have that patient attitude necessary 
for these markets.”

Some commodity markets may improve. Commodity 
markets had a tough year. Gold prices fell sharply, as did 
values for several agricultural commodities, including corn, 
coffee and sugar. Livestock prices bucked the trend and 
rose smartly as 2012’s drought caused ranchers to slaughter 
animals early to reduce feed costs, meaning fewer current 
supplies.

Person said gold prices and gold mining companies are 
likely to have a difficult year again. Not only does the end 
of quantitative easing mean less cheap money, interest rates 
yields are rising, so investors have an opportunity cost when 
they hold gold because it has no yield.

Although gold prices are up in 2014, Person isn’t con-
vinced of the gains, calling gold “still a dog.” He also is 
avoiding the metals and mining equities sector.

Shawn Hackett, president of Hackett Financial Advisors, 
said livestock prices have likely peaked, so he is avoiding 
that area. Instead, he said he thinks that the tropical “softs” 
market – in particular, coffee – will be the best performers 
of the commodity sector.

“I think softs – cocoa, coffee, orange juice, cotton – are 
going to be the shining sector,” he said.

Coffee drinking is becoming more popular in Asia, par-
ticularly in China, he said. Consumption there has doubled, 
albeit from a low base, but coffee consumption is also pick-
ing up in Vietnam and Thailand, he said, which is on top of 
mature markets in Japan and South Korea.

Coffee prices may also be supported by concerns about 
Brazil’s crop. Brazil is the world’s largest coffee and sugar 
producer, so its harvests can influence prices.

“The developing drought in Brazil could pose a huge 
problem for the developing coffee crop in Brazil at a very 
important time of coffee bean formation. As luck would 
have it, sugar is also being affected as well. Both markets 
look very attractive, with coffee being the better of the two. 
Sugar lacks the same kind of demand-side driver as coffee 
but should do well,” Hackett said.
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3Olympus Stylus 1
The Stylus 1 is a sleek, 

easy-to-carry compact camera 
that draws on the sophisticated 
technology of our acclaimed 
OM-D Series. Interactive high-
definition EVF, versatile constant 
f2.8 i.ZUIKO lens…the Stylus 1 
is a perfect upgrade from your 
old point-and-shoot – or a full-
featured alternative to a heavy 
DSLR system. Every element 
of the Stylus 1 enhances your 
creative control. Its elegant, OM-
inspired design instills confidence, 
while the comprehensive, 
ergonomic control scheme – 
which includes a hybrid control 
ring, customizable function 
buttons and a tilt-touch LCD 
– helps you achieve optimum 
settings for any situation. In-
camera tools like RAW, ND 
Filter, Art Filters, and Photo Story 
support your creative vision. 
www.olympus.com
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2
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4 Addon T10
Addon T10 is a compact 

powered stereo loudspeaker that 
delivers a huge soundstage. With 
powerful deep bass and clear treble 
the sound is pure joy. Especially 
considering how small Addon T10 
is. And wireless playback with 
the latest Bluetooth  technology 
makes it even better. The ease of 
use reflects the speaker’s exterior. 
With dual audio inputs, USB 
for charging smartphones and a 
sub output to connect powered 
subwoofer, Addon T10 is ready 
for the demanding requirements 
filling your whole home with 
good quality sound. You can 
easily connect Addon T10 to 
your TV and get a great sound 
improvement, while you play your 
music wirelessly.  Addon T10 is 
available in black and white matt 
lacquer. Plus in a vibrant orange 
edition with real leather handle.
www.audiopro.com

1WorkForce DS-510
Epson has enhanced its 

business professional scanning 
solutions range with a new 
high-speed, compact scanner 
with one-touch scan-to-cloud 
capabilities.The compact 
WorkForce DS-510 is 46% 
smaller in volume than previous 
comparable models and with a 
26% smaller footprint easily fits 
into any office environment. The 
robust software package includes 
Epson Document Capture Pro, 
advanced colour and image 
adjustment capabilities, OCR, 
and TWAIN and ISIS drivers for 
effortless integration with third-
party programs. The WorkForce 
DS-510 scans at up to 26 
ppm/52ipm at 300dpi in colour 
and can scan both sides of a sheet 
in just one pass, as well as a stack 
of up to 50 pages using the built-
in Automatic Document Feeder.
www.epson.co.nz 

2The LaCie Sphère
Handcrafted and silvered 

in France, with embedded 
technology by LaCie, the 
Sphère adds prestige to any 
business or home office. Since 
its founding in France in the 
1830s, Christofle has symbolized 
luxury and elegance. The LaCie 
Sphère demonstrates Christofle’s 
commitment to innovative design 
for every era. Its unique round 
shape requires silversmiths in 
Christofle’s Normandy workshop 
to conduct a precise manual 
silver plating procedure. This 
time-consuming process results 
in a bold silhouette and highly 
reflective surface. Gracing any 
desk or table, the LaCie Sphère 
never fails to turn heads and spark 
conversation. The LaCie features 
high-speed USB 3.0 and its 1TB 
of storage also gives you enough 
space for years of backups
www.lacie.com

http://www.olympus.com
http://www.audiopro.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.lacie.com
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4LighTri-312 DL
The LighTri-312 DL is stylish, 

functional lightweight, protective 
Torso-Pack designed for a small 
DSLR with lens attached, plus 
up to 2 additional lenses and 
accessories, OR a Micro HDV 
camcorder with accessories. Carry 
your gear either on your back or up 
front, and simply switch from one 
position to the other by swinging 
the bag from back to front to 
grab your camera/camcorder for 
shooting. For a long haul a second 
balancing strap can be used for 
comfortable transportation. The 
main compartment holds your 
small DSLR/camcorder in top 
grip position. Use the Aeriform 
dividers to create compartments 
alongside the main camera set-up 
for additional lenses, flash or other 
accessories. A cell phone pocket 
located on the side provides easy 
access when on the go.
www.kata-bags.com

1ThinkPad 8
Enjoy the portability of 

tablet mode when you’re on the 
go, or connect it to the optional 
keyboard base, USB 3.0 dock 
or monitor to use it as a PC. To 
watch a video or run a slideshow, 
flip over the optional Quickshot 
Cover to enter Tent Mode. The 
vibrant 8.3” wide-view display 
yields 25-percent more viewing 
area than similar tablets in this 
size class, and uses In-Plane 
Switching (IPS) for vivid colors 
and nearly 180-degree viewing 
angles. Running touch-optimised 
Windows 8 apps as well as 
familiar desktop software, the 
ThinkPad 8 is ready for work. 
Easily share content wirelessly 
across multiple devices with 
Lenovo QuickCast 2.0 and 
stream presentations or HD video 
without cables with Lenovo 
QuickDisplay 2.0. 
www.lenovo.com

3WEWOOD Jupiter
The brainchild of an Italian 

watch lover and two eco-smart 
entrepreneurs, WEWOOD fashions 
wooden timepieces from mostly 
scrap-wood and uses state-of-
the-art Miyota movements for the 
guts, a hybrid of technology and 
nature resulting in a unique watch 
that’s handsome and earth friendly. 
The first timepiece was designed 
in Florence, Italy and with the 
widespread craving for newstalgia 
and eco-friendly ethos, WEWOOD 
hit the scene as the avant-
garde approach to sophisticated 
sustainability. Later WEWOOD 
opened a branch in Los Angeles 
and teamed up with tree-planting-
partners ‘American Forests’ and 
‘Trees For The Future’. With this 
cohesive collaboration, the goal is 
to help restore Mother Nature, one 
watch at a time, by planting a tree 
for every WeWOOD purchased. 
www.we-wood.us

2Aqua Amara 
New Zealand may be 

16,000 kilometres from the Greek 
Islands, but fragrance specialist 
Bulgari is hoping to take people 
on that journey with the release 
of a new men’s fragrance, Aqua 
Amara. Throw in some scentual 
notes from Sicilian mandarin and 
Tunisian neroli and you have a 
package that evokes early Western 
civilisation as it emerged around the 
Mediterranean coastline.With its 
powerful personality, Aqua Amara 
follows in the footsteps of the best 
selling Aqua Pour Homme fragrance, 
an aquatic, noble and masculine Eau 
De Toilette that brings to mind the 
power and deepness of the sea.
Aqua Amara is also tuned for 
women as well as men. Given that 
the written word is not yet ‘scratch 
and sniff’, you’ll need to visit your 
local fragrance counter to sample 
Aqua Amara .
www.bulgari.com

1
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http://www.kata-bags.com
http://www.lenovo.com
http://www.we-wood.us
http://www.bulgari.com


Rugged Smartphones

$579 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Corning Gorilla Glass
4.3 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1.2GHz Quad Core CPU
1GB RAM
8MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $549 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, WiFi, 3G, GPS, Bluetooth
IP68 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.15GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$299 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 2G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP57 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p174.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p155.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p177.html


$569 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $399 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$219 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Quad-band GSM 2G Rugged Phone
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Dual sim (runs Vodafone and 2Degrees together)
Click here to view specs or purchase 

 $199 FLOATER | Vodafone

2G only 
This phone actually floats!
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
Flashlight
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p179.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p178.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p176.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p181.html
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With Samsung dominating the market for 
Android smartphones, its rivals have had 
to get creative to compete.

Among those trying to stand apart from Sam-
sung are Sony and LG, both of which recently 
released new flagship phones with fast processors, 
big screens and excellent battery life. Each offers a 
unique set of features.

LG’s G Flex is the flashier of the two because it 
touts something truly different and immediately 
noticeable – a curved screen. Unfortunately for LG, 
that screen is not only the phone’s biggest attrac-
tion, but also its biggest weakness.

As you look at the G Flex’s display, the curve is 
along the long edges of the phone. If you hold the 
phone like a landscape painting, the two sides are 
closer to you than the middle.

According to LG, the curved design has several 
benefits. It’s supposed to give users a more immer-
sive experience when watching videos. Because it 
mimics the shape of users’ faces, the phone is able 
to place its microphone nearer their mouths and its 
speaker nearer their ears than other phones, alleg-
edly improving the sound quality on calls. And it’s 
supposed to make holding and interacting with the 
phone easier.

My take is that the curve is more of a marketing 
tool than a genuine benefit to customers. The curve 

does make holding and interacting with the phone 
somewhat easier than other devices with similarly 
large screens. But until we can start folding them 
in half, devices with 6-inch screens like the G Flex 
are by their nature going to be unwieldy to hold 
and use with one hand and difficult to wedge into a 
pocket, no matter what kind of curve they have.

In my tests, the G Flex sounded marginally 
better on calls than my iPhone or the Sony Xpe-
ria Z1S that I was also testing. But it still sounded 
tinny. Similarly, the wraparound screen made 
videos somewhat more immersive than on a typical 
smartphone, but was no substitute for a big-screen 
TV, or even a tablet.

And the screen has some notable shortcomings. 
Its resolution is relatively low compared with other 
high-end smartphones, so text is slightly fuzzy and 
videos can appear somewhat grainy. Additionally, 
the colors the screen displays noticeably shift as 
you view it from different angles. Whites in par-
ticular turn blue when viewed from the side.

The G Flex offers more than a curved screen, 
however. One thing I liked about the device was 
that LG has placed its power and volume control 
buttons on the back. That makes them much easier 
to access with one hand than if they were on the 
sides. The device also has a cool wake-up feature 
– you can turn it on by simply double tapping 
anywhere on its screen. You can turn it off by doing 
the same thing.

Unfortunately, the G Flex also includes a whole 
slew of half-baked software features, few of which 
are useful or compelling. For example, the device 
has a feature that allows users to split the screen 
between two apps, which supposedly makes it 
easier to transfer information between them. But 
the space devoted to each app makes them hard to 
navigate or even view. And if you have to pull up 
the keyboard, it occludes nearly everything in both 
running applications.

Sony’s Z1S is more subtle in its attempt to stand 
out from the pack. Unlike the G Flex, it looks like a 
standard smartphone – a thin, flat, black slab.

tech by troy wolverton

Sony, LG smartphones try  
to stand out from Samsung
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But unlike most smartphones, the Z1S is waterproof. You 
can take it in the pool or lake with you down to about 4 { 
feet, assuming you’ve closed the protective flaps over its USB 
port and SIM card first. One cool thing you can do with the 
Z1S while it’s submerged is take pictures; the phone has a 
physical camera button that you can use to launch its cam-
era app while underwater.

Unfortunately, you can’t really do anything else with the 
phone while it’s submerged, because the water interferes 

with its touch screen. And if you’re really into taking under-
water photos, you probably want to go down much farther 
than 4 { feet.

The Z1S also tries to stand out through its camera and 
related apps. The camera has a 20-megapixel sensor, one of 
the largest and highest-resolution on the market today. It’s 
particular good at shooting low-light photos without a flash, 
although the colors appeared a bit off in my tests.

Like the camera apps on other phones, the one on the Z1S 
has multiple built-in features, such as the ability to record 
video and take panoramic shots. But unlike other phone 
makers, Sony has opened up the app so that users can plug 
new features into it. Instead of launching separate appli-
cations to take vintage-looking movies or add animated 
overlays to photos, users can plug such features directly into 
the main camera app and access them from there.

It’s a good idea, and it will be interesting to see how many 
new features will eventually be compatible with the app. 
Right now, there are only 10, representing a tiny fraction of 
camera apps available for Android devices.

While its standout features aren’t as flashy as those of 
the G Flex, the Z1S is a better device. It’s smaller, easier to 
handle and has a much higher-resolution screen. I like that 
LG is experimenting with a new design and a new style of 
display. But the Z1S, as pedestrian as it may look in compari-
son, feels a lot more practical.

LG G FLEX SMARTPHONE
Rating: 6.5 out of 10
Likes: Curved design unique, makes it easier to hold and 
use than other phones of similar size; rear buttons and 
“double tap” feature make it easy to turn on or adjust vol-
ume; extra long battery life; fast processor
Dislikes: Large, curved screen makes it difficult to fit in 
pocket or use with one hand compared to phones with 
smaller screens; screen is of relatively low resolution and 
its color shifts noticeably when viewed from different 
angles; many software features half-baked; camera per-
formed poorly in low light
Specs: 2.26GHz quad-core processor; 6-inch, 1280 x 720 
pixel screen; 2.1-megapixel front and 13-megapixel rear 
cameras
Price: $300 with two-year contract from AT&T or Sprint; 
$672 upfront or $28 a month on two-year payment plan 
from T-Mobile
On the Web: www.lg.com

SONY XPERIA Z1S SMARTPHONE
Rating: 8.0 out of 10
Likes: Sharp, high-resolution screen; fast processor; long 
battery life; camera that performs well in low-light situ-
ations; waterproof case; camera app that allows users to 
plug in new features
Dislikes: Only available from T-Mobile; only a handful of 
plug-ins are available for camera app
Specs: 2.2GHz quad-core processor; 5-inch, 1920 x 1080 
pixel screen; 2-megapixel front and 20.7-megapixel rear 
cameras
Price: $600 upfront or $25 a month on a two-year pay-
ment plan.
On the Web: www.sonymobile.com

http://www.lg.com
http://www.sonymobile.com
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As more people turn to their smartphones 
and tablets when they’re thinking about 
making a purchase, retailers and market-

ing companies are rushing to figure out ways to 
transform these mobile browsers into buyers. Some 
are providing special bargains. A few are tracking 
shoppers’ every move around the store and nudg-
ing them to seal the deal.

During the fourth quarter of last year, mobile 
devices were responsible for 16.6 percent of online 
sales, up from 11.4 percent in the fourth quarter 
of 2012, according to an IBM Corp. study. Tablets 
drove 11.5 percent of those sales, compared with 5 
percent from smartphones, IBM said.

“People are using smartphones and tablets on 
different occasions,” said Charlie Anderson, chief 

executive of Shoptology Inc., a marketing company. 
“They’re using the tablet at night when they’re on 
the couch or in bed and making purchases or doing 
research, and mobile is more for doing research 
while you’re in brick-and-mortar stores.”

Mobile shoppers are always on the lookout for a 
better deal, said Beth Craig, director of insight for 
Catapult, a marketing consulting company. In a 
study produced by Google Inc. last year, 44 percent 
of smartphone shoppers said they used mobile 
devices to shop because it saved them money.

Google’s search engine is popular for comparison 
shopping, as are a proliferation of mobile apps that 
can read bar codes and other coded product identi-
fiers using a properly equipped smartphone.

The field is still relatively young, so consumer 

Retailers using mobile 
apps to drive up sales

online by james barragan
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product companies and retailers are still figuring out how to 
attract these mobile shoppers, said Adam Guy, senior vice 
president of business development for Millward Brown, a 
market research company.

Several retailers also have turned to special shopping apps. 
Some are fairly basic, guiding customers to various depart-
ments within a store, cluing shoppers in on specials and 
enabling shoppers to make shopping lists and load coupons 
electronically.

Tools that provide promotional offers and digital coupons 
tend to be among the most popular methods of marketing 
on these devices.

“One of the problems with coupons is access. How many 
times do you go to a store and get to the counter and realize 
that you forgot your coupon?” Guy said.

Wal-Mart has released a more sophisticated mobile phone 
app that tracks a user’s location using the phone’s GPS and 
can offer in-store deals when it recognizes the shopper is in 
a store.

A few retailers are taking the concept even further.
In November, the Macy’s department store chain began 

testing a product called ShopBeacon at stores in San Fran-
cisco’s Union Square and New York’s Herald Square.

The app, created by Shopkick Inc. of Redwood City, Calif., 
enables a merchant to offer discounts on specific products 
that a customer has expressed interest in or, perhaps, has 
lingered near, prodding him or her to buy.

“We can find out where you are standing and how long 
you’ve been standing in front of the Michael Kors handbag 
and if you haven’t purchased,” Macy’s Chief Executive Terry 
Lundgren said at an analysts’ conference in November. “And 
if you haven’t, I’ll send you a little note to give you encour-
agement to do so.”

“It’s just like when you’re at home online and ...  you’re 
on a Macy’s page and you haven’t actually bought, we can 
come back to you and send you a little pop-up message. 
Well, now we can do that when you’re in our store, when you 
are thinking about purchasing and you’re not purchasing,” 
Lundgren said.

ShopBeacon, which uses sensors in a store to interact with 
Apple Inc.’s iBeacon location technology, began rolling out 
in January to 100 American Eagle Outfitters and Aerie stores 
in Los Angeles and other major cities. Shoppers are enticed 
to the opt-in technology not only by discounts but also the 
promise of rewards such as gift cards, music downloads and 
movie tickets, Shopkick said.

Although the use of mobile devices in shopping is grow-
ing, sales from phones and tablets remain relatively low.

Despite the most lucrative mobile shopping holiday on 
record in 2013, consumers left nearly $16 billion on the table 
in the form of lost mobile sales during that period, accord-
ing to Jumio, a mobile payments and ID verification com-
pany. Poor mobile payment experiences drove almost half of 
consumers considering purchases to abandon them.

Consumers don’t like having to squint as they browse on 
their portable screens and aren’t hitting the tiny “click” but-
ton on their screen.

“Trying to search for things on this iPhone is like look-

ing through a peephole,” said Scottie Slane, a musician who 
was using his phone to research an SD memory card he 
was interested in buying at a Best Buy in West Hollywood 
recently.

“You’ve gotta zoom and then scroll,” Slane said. “It’s 
inconvenient, so I’ll just do it at home.”

 

Several retailers also have 
turned to special shopping 
apps. Some are fairly basic, 
guiding customers to various 
departments within a store, 
cluing shoppers in on specials 
and enabling shoppers to 
make shopping lists and load 
coupons electronically
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science marie mccullough

University of Pennsylvania researchers 
have snipped out a single gene in patients’ 
immune cells to make them partly resistant 

to infection with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.
The study bolsters hope for controlling HIV 

without daily antiviral drugs – a so-called func-
tional cure.

But even more important, as the first paper to 
report the modification of an exact spot in human 
DNA, it marks the arrival of the age of gene 
editing.

The researchers’ editing tool, developed by San-
gamo BioSciences, was made of natural proteins 
that recognize specific DNA sequences. These “zinc 
finger nucleases” can be used like molecular scis-
sors to introduce intentional genetic mutations.

Until now, gene therapy has relied on disabled 
viruses to carry and dump genes somewhat ran-
domly into a cell’s DNA.

“The ability to edit the human genome has been 
a prayer ever since we first understood that genes 
control biology,” said Sangamo CEO Edward 
Lanphier, who founded the company in 1995. “But 
we’ve moved beyond the concept of gene replace-
ment, which was the idea behind gene therapy. 
Gene editing is much safer and more effective.”

Eminent AIDS researcher Anthony S. Fauci, 
director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, said, “I think this is an impor-
tant step in the right direction, not only for HIV, 
but for other diseases.”

Indeed, Sangamo is working on zinc finger-based 
approaches to treat and possibly cure hemophilia, 
Huntington’s disease and sickle-cell anemia – 
diseases caused by a single defective gene. The firm 
also supplies ready-made and custom-made zinc 
finger proteins to scientists around the world.

“And further progress can be expected,” wrote 
Stanford University researchers Mark A. Kay and 
Bruce D. Walker in an editorial accompanying the 
Penn study. “In the past few years there has been 
an explosion in new ‘genome editing’ technology.”

The Penn study – led by gene-therapy pioneer 
Carl June and underwritten with federal and 
Sangamo funding – built on the observation 
that some people are naturally invulnerable 
to HIV infection because of genetic varia-
tions. When they do get infected, their 

HIV resistant cells
progression to AIDS is unusually slow.

One such gene variant keeps T cells – the 
disease-fighting blood cells that HIV attacks – 
from making a receptor, a sort of doorway,  that 
HIV uses to break in. About 10 per cent of Cauca-
sians have inherited one copy of this gene variant, 
making them resistant to HIV infection. About 1 
per cent have two copies – one from each parent – 
making these fortunate few immune to HIV.

To artificially confer this invulnerability, June’s 
team removed T cells from 12 HIV-infected 
patients who were taking standard antiviral drugs 
and used zinc fingers to delete the doorway recep-
tor gene. The modified T cells were coaxed to 
multiply, then each patient received a transfusion 
of roughly 10 billion.

Zinc finger editing is not perfect – at least, not 
yet – so only about 20 per cent of the modified cells 
actually lacked the doorway receptor gene.

To see whether these modified cells might be 
fighting HIV, the researchers interrupted standard 
drug therapies for three months in six patients 
with healthy T cell counts. (The other six patients 
had suboptimal T cell counts despite standard 
drugs, so their treatment was not interrupted.)

Blood levels of HIV decreased in four of the 
patients who suspended treatment, falling to an 
undetectable level in one man.

A single patient had a serious complication, but it 
was a reaction to the transfusion, not the cells.

Some of the modified T cells were found to con-
centrate in the patients’ guts, where HIV builds a 
stockpile. Current drugs reduce the ability of HIV 
to reproduce but can’t completely eliminate it from 
the body because of this reservoir.

“We believe the only effective way to functionally 
cure HIV is to get the immune system to reduce 
the reservoir,” Lanphier said.
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music by rick jervis

Rocker Neil Young talks  
the future of sound at SXSW

Neil Young wants to bring music back to 
where fans can listen to every cymbal strike, 
every guitar strum, every echo thought up 

by a musician.
The future of sound one day soon could be 

contained in a candy bar-size receiver that sits on 
a breakfast counter – a new music initiative he’s 
launching named PonoMusic, the legendary rocker 
told an audience of several thousand attendees.

“This is rescuing music,” Young said. “It’s an 
artist-driven movement to take it back.”

Young, 68, used a 30-minute speech, prerecorded 
video of stars and a Q&A with USA Today technol-
ogy writer Mike Snider at the Austin Convention 
Center to promote his new start-up company, 
PonoMusic, a music ecosystem that will offer stu-
dio-quality music in an online store, akin to what 
Apple offers with iTunes. The portable PonoPlayer 
will be able to store up to 2,000 digital albums and 
initially cost $399.

Young appeared in signature black leather jacket 
and black hat, and paced back and forth across the 
stage as he described the new technology. He had 
been working on the high-resolution music project 
for more than three years and has decried the state 
of digital music in the past, particularly in his 
book, “Waging Heavy Peace.”

In his speech, he pointed to the invention of 
MP3s – the audio-encoding format most popular 

in mobile phones and online stream-

ing sites today – as the key element that derailed 
recorded music’s quality. That format lowered 
sound quality by drastically reducing the amount 
of recorded information, he said. Unlike MP3s, 
Pono will allow up to a 192-kHz sampling rate, if 
the musician records at that rate, he said.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Famer, who delivered 
timeless hits such as “Heart of Gold” and “Old 
Man,” said he became incensed through the years 
at seeing technology improving everything from 
video cameras to toasters but letting music quality 
wither. Investors initially were hesitant to invest in 
the project, he said. “Rescuing an art form is not 
something that’s a high consideration to too many 
people in the investment community.”

Midway through the presentation, Young flashed 
a video of more than 20 star performers and music 
executives – from Norah Jones to Sting to Tom 
Petty and Bruce Springsteen – sampling PonoMu-
sic and giving seemingly candid endorsements of 
the new sound.

“I haven’t heard a sound like that since vinyl,” 
Elton John said. “It was wonderful.”

Added T Bone Burnett: “This is the moment now 
where people can start to pay attention to quality 
again.”

The crowd of several thousand began filling the 
cavernous exhibit hall at the convention centre an 
hour before the show. They ranged from the young, 

backward-cap-wearing tech milieu, 
their eyes darting between the stage 
and their cellphones, to older, nostalgic 

fans of Young’s music and ideas.
“Neil Young is a real hero,” said Laurelle 

Favreau, 56, a performing arts agent. “It’s 
wonderful he was asked to come. We’re inter-

ested in his goal of purifying sound.”
A Kickstarter campaign launched this month 

to raise money and awareness of the project drew 
more than $500,000 in four hours, he said.

But even if PonoMusic is a financial failure, the 
effort is a big win if consumers realize there’s a 
choice in quality, Young said.

“If it’s a success or if it’s not a success – music 
wins,” he said. “Now, there’ll be a choice.”
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Fairytales for CEOs
THE ACCIDENTAL 
APPRENTICE 
By Vikas Swarup
Simon & Shuster, $30
Most would agree that science fiction, 
sword & sorcery, vampire stories and 
abduction by aliens are improbable. 
But how probable is it that a billionaire 
would make a salesgirl in an electronics 
boutique the CEO of his huge industrial 
empire? I agree. Most improbable. But it 
makes for a gripping story. The Acci-
dental Apprentice is an even more far-
fetched cousin of Swarup’s earlier novel 
Q & A (renamed Slumdog Millionaire in 
the movie version) and another modern 
Cinderella story of sorts. The novel’s 
title and contents contain echoes of 
Donald Trump’s TV reality show called 
appropriately enough, The Apprentice. 
However, there is not enough parallel in 
Swarup’s novel to have Trump talking to 
his lawyers about a possible lawsuit.

Like the lucky recipient of a “free” 

encyclopaedia, Sapna Sinha must 
undergo a series of tests to prove that 
she is a worthy recipient of the burden-
some task of heading a ten billion dol-
lar company. The underlying themes 
of evaluation – distant cousins of the 
seven virtues – are: Leadership, Integ-
rity, Courage, Foresight, Resourceful-
ness, Decisiveness and I’m not sure 
about the moral theme of the seventh 
– the most demanding test. None of 
the “tests’ is a picnic. How would you 
like to deal with your sister having acid 
thrown in her face? Or donate one of 
your kidneys to your mother?

Each incident is explored in a self-
contained novella-length episode 
which teases the reader compellingly 
along the narrative’s shocking con-
tents. As each is revealed in a mini 
twist-in-the-tale ending, they are like 
fairy stories or parables containing 
a moral lesson that is illuminating, 
probably true, yet dangerously close to 
being trite. Sample: “The most com-
mon fear in a CEO is the fear of failure. 
A good leader has learnt to conquer 
this fear. He or she takes calculated 
risks boldly, knowing that the great-
est fear is not taking the wrong action, 
but not taking action at all. That is the 
fear of regret, the regret of not having 
tried.” Obviously, it is the crisis that 
is of interest, not the analytic homily 
afterwards. Yet as billionaire Acharya 
tells Sapna, “Through these six tests 
you’ve learnt more in five months than 
what Harvard Business School couldn’t 
have taught you in five years.”

I have indulged in the odd plot 
spoiler before (and elsewhere in this 
issue’s set of reviews) but this time 
I’m going to be firm and not indulge. 
To know the outcome would spoil the 
delight of reading this modern fairy 
story. While the prose is not excep-

bookcase by michael morrissey

tional, the story commands attention.
This novel is begging to be made into 

a film. In fact, I will bet the ten billion 
bucks that I don’t have, that it will 
come to pass. Watch this space.

BEYOND THE 
MICROPHONE
By Leighton Smith
Harper Collins, $40
Like his great, now deceased, rival 
Paul Holmes, Leighton Smith is either 
liked or loathed. His politics clearly 
lean towards the right on such matters 
as global warming and environmental 
issues and drugs like marijuana. Bigot, 
misogynist and racist are epithets that 
have all been hurled at Leighton, and 
one must say, with sporadic justifica-
tion. Nonetheless, like some former 
left wing people uneasily shifting 
to centre, I find myself occasionally 
agreeing with his objections to political 
correctness.

But beyond whatever views that he 
may be espousing, it’s the voice that 
commands the ear. He must have 
the most mellifluous and compelling 
male voice on radio. He’s been on the 
morning slot of Newstalk ZB for more 
than quarter of a century and shows 
no sign of slowing up or retiring. The 
guy oozes health – despite a diagnosis 
of prostate cancer over a decade ago – 
plus an overweening confidence. 

Some may be shocked by my next 
remark. I believe, on the whole, Aus-
tralians are more relaxed about who 
they are and more confident than us 
defensive Kiwis. Also Leighton Smith 
must be one of the few high profile 
Australians to move across the Tas-
man to our smaller land. However, the 
number of Australians moving here 
has nearly doubled since the turn of 
the century.Using the question and answer format, 

it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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Leighton began his adult life as a 
taxi driver – not a bad training ground 
for a future talkback host. After five 
years with Wellington’s 2ZB, he joined 
the Auckland slot and hasn’t looked 
back. Though we learn he got his first 
wife-to-be pregnant at age 18, we don’t 
hear very much about his four wives – 
all covered in a few pages. Despite the 
occasional savagery of his radio broad-
cast views, his book is mild in tone. 

Leighton’s life seems to have been 
enviably lucky. He made a killing by 
being the major stakeholder in a horse 
that won Sydney’s Doncaster Handicap, 
created a successful vineyard at Clev-
edon, has many friends, and has suc-
cessfully survived prostate surgery (as 
well as three marriages). However, this 
is not the most revealing nor exciting 
biography ever written. Leighton praises 
his friends and colleagues and rarely has 
a bad word to say about anyone, (though 
there are a couple of brief adverse 
encounters with Cath Tizard and Jeffrey 
Archer). This makes for a rather bland 
read. Nonetheless, in terms of voice 
quality and delivery, I’d rather listen to 
Leighton than the anxious-sounding 
rollercoaster-fast Mike Hosking who 
seems terrified of a pause. Leighton’s 
more measured pace makes him hard 
to turn off. But it will surely be another 
biographer who tells us more about the 
privacy conscious Leighton Smith than 
the broadcaster himself.

Haunted Empire:  
Apple After Steve Jobs
By Yukari Iwatani Kane
Harper Collins, 39
Apple is not going to like this new book 

about Apple.

The title – Haunted Empire: Apple 

After Steve Jobs – pretty much says it 

all. While author Yukari Iwatani Kane 

does say on page 336 of her 338-page 

book that “it’s not too late for Apple to 

dazzle the world again,” by that point 

she’s made her conclusion clear – 

Apple Inc.’s long slide began the day 

Jobs died.

Kane is certainly not the first to 

predict the decline of the Cupertino, 

Calif., tech giant. And she fails to drop 

any bombshells, other than a quote 

from Jobs calling television “a terrible 

business,” suggesting an Apple TV may 

not be in the company’s future after 

all. Instead, Kane serves up anecdotes 

from other books and media accounts, 

along with some original reporting.

Yet the author makes a cogent case 

that with the loss of Jobs’ mercurial 

genius, the lingering legal battles and 

patent wars, and the thickening com-

petition from tech companies on all 

sides, the innovative powerhouse that 

Jobs created may be slowly fading in 

his absence.

The book, which Kane says was 

crafted from interviews “with nearly 

200 sources,” including “past and pres-

ent” Apple employees, lays much of the 

blame for Apple’s woes at Cook’s feet.

“Was Cook the best choice to chart 

Apple’s future?” Kane asks mid-

way through her tale. She obviously 

believes he was not, although she 

doesn’t suggest a suitable alterna-

tive, implying that anyone running 

Apple in Jobs’ wake would have been 

doomed to fail. “Forgetting him was 

like trying to forget the sun,” she 

writes. “He still reigned over every 

hour of every day. That was his bless-

ing, and their curse.”

Starting with a brief history of Jobs 

at the helm, including his resentful 

tirade against his appointed successor 

when he felt Cook was getting too big 

for his britches, Kane quickly moves 

on to the post-Jobs era. She focuses on 

the challenges 

Apple has faced 

since Jobs’ death 

and portrays 

Cook, despite 

his prowess 

at supply-side 

management, as 

stumbling from 

one pickle to the 

next.

“Cook was 

a seasoned 

businessman and arguably a better 

manager than Jobs,” Kane writes. “He 

was organized, prepared, and was 

more realistic about the burdens of a 

company of Apple’s current size. Many 

even considered him a genius in his 

own right. But no one could beat Jobs 

at being Steve Jobs, especially Cook, 

who was his polar opposite.”

While Kane’s book was praised by 

Jobs biographer Walter Isaacson for 

her “great insight and unparalleled 

reporting,” other observers complained 

that the book did little to shine light on 

what’s truly going on behind the Apple 

curtain.

“I thought there was very little that 

was new in the book,” said Cult of Mac 

blog publisher Leander Kahney, author 

of Jony Ive: The Genius Behind Apple’s 

Products. “It’s basically a rehash of 

public events over the past few years, 

and I don’t think there’s anything 

new to learn here. The book does fill 

in some of Cook’s biography, and she 

talks to some of his former school 

teachers, but there’s nothing really 

revealing.”

Kahney, who said Isaacson’s book 

also failed to truly pierce Apple’s 

infamous wall of secrecy, noted that 

he was hard-pressed to find a single 

quote from a named current Apple 

employee, calling the book “one more 

failed attempt to really shed any light 

on Apple.”

Regardless of whether the unnamed 

sources Kane cites possess an accurate 

view of how things stand today behind 

Apple’s walls, she seems convinced 

that a Jobs-less Apple is an Apple 

hopelessly adrift.

By Patrick May
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movies by roger moore 

Keeping it real

F or anybody tired of digital movie 
car chases that, while fast and 
furious, routinely defy the laws of 

physics, here’s one where the cars and 
stunts are real (mostly) and spectacu-
lar. A cross-country sprint followed by 
a daredevil dash through rural Califor-
nia by the superest of today’s supercars, 
Need for Speed is a car-lover’s dream, a 
showcase for everything from Bugatti 
Veyrons to vintage Camaros.

It’s a Cannonball Run throwback, 
with drivers punching through gears 
and burning through tires as they 
dodge the cops in illegal street races. 
Given state-of-the-art stunts and 3-D 
cinematography, it’s a trip.

But Need for Speed also makes the 
journey from video game to big screen 
without the curse of logic and without 
the benefit of a punchy, pithy script for 
its clichéd characters to quote. Dumb? 
They’ve almost out-dumbed the dumb-
est Fast and Furious movie.

Aaron Paul of Breaking Bad is Tobey, 
a car builder and racer from rural New 
York whose rivalry with the hometown 
boy (Dominic Cooper) who made it to 
the Indy 500 reveals the consequences 
of tearing it up on public highways. 
Somebody gets killed, on top of all the 
innocent bystanders and their SUVs, 
school buses and mommy vans that 
they run off the road.

Tobey gets out of jail, rounds up his 

posse (Scott Mescudi, Rami Malek, 
Ramon Rodriguez) and sets out for 
revenge.

First, he has to get a car. So he talks 
a billionaire collector into lending him 
a Shelby Mustang that he customized. 
As if that would happen. Tobey’s team 
includes a pilot (Mescudi) who can tip 
him off about directions and police 
lying in wait, and a chase truck that 
can refuel that thirsty beast on the 
road. As if that’s practical.

And the car comes with its own 
“right seater,” a navigator / co-driver 
who is the owner’s hot blonde car 
acquisitions specialist, played by Imo-
gen Poots.

That almost never happens.
They’re dashing from upstate New 

York, through New York City to 
Detroit, then Indiana, Monument 
Valley, Arizona, Utah’s Bonneville salt 
flats and into San Francisco, where the 
REAL race will start. Apparently, their 
sat-nav sucks.

The real race, the DeLeon, is run by a 
mysterious, manic and motor-mouthed 
millionaire (Michael Keaton) who 
broadcasts the races online. “Nobody 
knows who he is,” even though his 
webcasts are on video and we can see 
him.

But get past those head-slappers, give 
up on hearing any dialogue snappier 
that “Looks like a scene out of ‘Speed’ 

down there; hard left in 3, 2, 1 ...” and 
this is a car fanatic’s dream.

Stuntman turned director Scott 
Waugh makes this into a stunt team tour 
de force. No, nobody ever changes tires, 
no matter how much Tobey drifts that 
beefy, 900hp Mustang. And some of the 
bits where cars get airborne are prepos-
terous outside of an auto stunt show. But 
these throaty machines are put through 
their paces, with enough of the driving 
tricks plainly performed by the cast to 
make this a car culture picture of which 
Steve McQueen might approve.

The cast doesn’t have the sassy swag-
ger of the Fast & Furious crew. Paul, 
surrounded by co-stars of the same 
modest height, isn’t particularly charis-
matic in this setting. He’s not a natural 
“quiet tough guy.”

But the actors are second bananas 
here – to the Koenigsegg  Ageras, 
Saleens and Shelby Mustang that feed 
America’s “Need for Speed,” on screen 
and off. And whatever the screenwrit-
er’s failings, the cars deliver.

NEED FOR SPEED
Cast: Aaron Paul, Imogen Poots, 
Dominic Cooper
Directed by: Scott Waugh
Running time: 130 mins
Rating: PG-13 for nudity and 
crude language
GG
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D issolute, strung-out and in 
revolt against adulthood – those 
screen traits are right in Sam 

Rockwell’s wheelhouse. Yes, he can 
play it straight and yes, he has range. 
But muss his hair, redden his eyes and 
hide his razor and you’ve got a poster 
boy for wasted days and wasted nights.

Better Living Through Chemistry has 
Rockwell playing a pharmacist lured 
into “getting high on his own sup-
ply” by the unhappy trophy wife of 
a customer, played by OIivia Wilde. 
Since Wilde has made her reputation as 
temptation incarnate, we get it.

But Doug (Rockwell) has reasons 
far beyond the Wilde child’s good-
ies. He’s in an unhappy marriage with 

an exercise-aholic harpy (Michelle 
Monaghan), raising an insolent 
12-year-old son (Harrison Holzer) and 
fending off an overbearing father-in-
law (Ken Howard) who just sold him 
the pharmacy where Doug has put in 
his time, but who refuses to let Doug 
change the name of the place from the 
old man’s name to his.

“Doug had gotten very good at hid-
ing disappointment over the years,” 
Jane Fonda, as Jane Fonda, narrates.

And that’s where Better Living starts 
to go wrong. Put-upon Doug may 
revolt, may start a torrid affair with 
rich, spoiled Elizabeth (Wilde) and start 
raiding the “candy store” that is his 
pharmacy, mixing up his chemicals in 

aid to his virility, his stamina and his 
efforts to have the life he wants. But this 
edgy comedy utterly abandons its edge, 
time and again, through a cloying, self-
aware narration written for Fonda, sort 
of a part-time resident / observer and 
narrator of Doug’s sad story.

“Anyone can take a pill,” Fonda 
purrs, “but only a pharmacist knows 
how to make one.”

Fair enough, but when Jane as Jane 
starts to comment on Doug’s wife, 
Kara, and her mania for cycling and 
exercise classes, watch out.

“I know a thing or two about work-
ing out,” Fonda cracks, and the wink-
ing script becomes a painful facial tic.

Every emasculating moment with 
Kara is balanced with a heated romp 
with Elizabeth, so that before long 
Doug and his paramour are talking 
about solving their mutual “problems” 
through chemistry. Might Elizabeth’s 
absentee husband (Ray Liotta) just ... 
go away?

First-time co-writer / directors Geoff 
Moore and David Posamentier deliver 
several laugh-out-loud moments and 
the odd delicious twist – vandalism 
as a way of father-son bonding, and 
performance enhancing drugs played 
for athletic laughs.

Casting the hulking Howard oppo-
site Rockwell makes the younger actor 
seem to shrink into a shrimp in their 
scenes together.

But the cloying narration and the 
inclusion of Fonda are just warnings 
for that moment, 70 minutes in, when 
this comic chemical train goes com-
pletely off the rails. Rockwell, Wilde 
and Monaghan are worth the price 
of admission, but Better Living would 
have been better off with more chemis-
try and less cutesy.

BETTER LIVING  
THROUGH CHEMISTRY
Cast: Sam Rockwell, Olivia 
Wilde, Michelle Monaghan, Ken 
Howard, Ray Liotta
Directed by: Geoff Moore and 
David Posamentier
Running time: 1:31
Rating: Unrated, with drug and 
alcohol abuse, sex, vandalism 
and profanity worthy of an R
GG

This edgy comedy utterly abandons its 
edge, time and again, through a cloying, 
self-aware narration written for Fonda, 
sort of a part-time resident/observer and 
narrator of Doug’s sad story
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Amy Brooke

It’s a country which has been shock-
ingly mismanaged, damaged by its 
political masters, and is still progress-
ing down the same path. Our perceiv-
edly under-educated, poorly-spoken, 
grammar-mangling rock-star Prime 
Minister enjoys performing centre-
stage…but above us hangs the question 
of what is happening to a society now 
dominated by ill-advised politicians 
maximising their own incomes and 
survival prospects – and too close to 
powerful special interest groups. 

I was there on a sparkling summer’s 
day to attend a local junior school 
swimming sports at the request of 
an enthusiastic little granddaughter. 
Like a microcosm of the destruction 
wrought upon this country, only three 
young mothers were also there – with 
just one father. Four parents only able 
to attend...! With mothers now forced 
to work, and with even two incomes 
insufficient for so many families, the 
thirties-something father was able to 
come for his five year old son’s sake 

because he works from home.
What a pathetic contrast to when, 

sitting on the same wooden forms 
by the same pool, I had attended the 
sports in which her father had swum, 
as a small boy – while scores of happily 
chatting parents and toddlers took up 
all the seating and standing room. I 
used to feel sorry that income-earning 
Dads missed out on so many of the 
landmarks of their children’s lives. And 
now the mothers, too…

That in one generation this country 
has lost so much was brought home to 
me. And much of the reason has been 
the failure of so many individuals, 
who could have done so, to themselves 
stand up to be counted, to be involved. 
It hasn’t helped that this present 
generation of parents has been quite 
deliberately under-educated. Many feel 
diffident, with awareness of ignorance; 
of an inability to understand what has 
happened; reluctant to articulate their 
thinking or to be asking the questions 
they should.

The same little five year old girl, 
taught, with good reason, to read 
before she arrived at school to pos-
sibly be messed around with by the 
usual disastrous education theorising, 
devours books at the level of an 8 to 
9-year-old, loving the wonderful The 
Enchanted Wood and The Magic Far-
away Tree stories, even the harder Gal-
liano’s Circus stories by the brilliantly 
imaginative Enid Blyton – predict-
ably so long banned by librarians and 
educationists. 

However, this eager child seemingly 
had no lessons at all for the first three 
weeks back this year, with work appar-
ently scheduled to start only when 
all the grading and assessment was 
done. I recall my own time teaching 
languages at secondary school where 
we were under way at once, on the first 
day. One started as one intended to go 
on, even while making the learning 
process as interesting and rewarding 
as possible. Even now, this little girl is 
markedly under-extended. Maths and 
reading (the latter well below her level 
of ability) to date seem to be the only 
concrete subjects taught in the school 
day. Sports activities, displacement 
activities and comical, cartoonised 
DVDs with no relation at all to quality 
teaching or learning are not infrequent. 
There are some good initiatives – the 
buddy system of a child from an older 
class taking care of a younger, new 
child; a system of sharing within the 

Recently I had a sad snapshot view of what has happened to a country once focused on 
putting families first. Giving the lie to the ongoing political hype and untruthful claims 
of “a rock-star economy”, many families today can’t even afford their own houses.

But the harm done to so many is 
widespread. And the hour is late for 

individuals to wake up to the fact what 
happens to this country depends on them… 

not on everybody else

It has to be each of us
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classroom with every child befriending 
another new partner each week; well-
meaning teachers.

But this does not address the issue of 
a dumbed-down, politicised, markedly 
inadequate curriculum dominated 
by playway initiatives and an inap-
propriate and damaging emphasis 
on computer use, plus the distracting 
eco-activism of teaching “sustain-
ability’, pitched at all levels. Nor does 
it help that today’s theorising has it 
that badly behaved, disruptive chil-
dren must remain in the classroom, 
a distraction to children who want 
to learn. The same school has pupils 
(no, they are not “students”) over-
familiarly addressing the teachers by 
their first name – like a Tracey, Liz, 
Trudy, Maggie, Tina… which argu-
ably lessens respect, and doesn’t help 
discipline. However, this little girl’s 
parents insist on the teacher being 
more appropriately addressed as “Mrs 
Brown” – which some other parents 
surreptitiously agree with – and she is 
happy to do.

Discussions about attracting better 
quality teachers are either ill-thought, 
or reinventing the wheel. Former 
Auckland Grammar headmaster John 
Morris advocates graduates learn-
ing on the job, rather than being sent 
to institutionalised teacher-training. 
We had that very choice when I went 
straight from university, majoring in 
both English and Latin, to secondary 
teaching at Queen’s High School in 
Dunedin. With no substantial super-
vision I can recall, apart from then 
occasional inspectors’ visits to the 
school, I learned on the job, by using 
my common sense, by reading good 
material, (together with advice from 
my headmaster father), and from my 
own love of the subjects I taught. A 
graduate friend who opted instead for 
a postgraduate course at Teachers Col-
lege in Christchurch regarded it as a 
complete waste of the year.

In the last issue of Investigate, Denis 
J McCarthy called upon parents and 
grandparents to take more active roles 
in combating the dumbed-down cur-
riculum and the imposition of left-wing 
ideology on our defenceless children. 
What reasonable parent could possibly 
disagree with his contention that if you 

have children in a State school, you 
should insist on an outline of learning 
objectives which will be covered for the 
year in your child’s class? Moreover, he 
makes the point that parents (grand-
parents can be helpful in supporting 
parents in this respect) should make it 
clear to a Board of Trustees that they 
are expected to represent you – when 
and if another ideological programme 
is being introduced. He makes a point 
well overdue for New Zealanders to 
take on board – that nothing is going 
to happen to save this country – the 
word save is no exaggeration – unless 
individuals take an interest and start to 
take political action “to put some pres-
sure on the steering wheel”.

Tentative parents need to take on 
board the lesson from those three or 
four parents who objected to a school 
providing information on the teach-
ings underlying Christian belief. These 
parents were perfectly free to withdraw 
their children, but still – no surprises 
there – made a fuss that such classes 
were held, claiming their children 
would feel excluded or targeted...a 
pretty flimsy claim. Youngsters often 
envy those getting out of classes! 

If so few “liberal” parents can so 
successfully pressure schools to achieve 
the results they want, the lesson is 
clear. So can the far more numerous 
conservative parents – many of whom 
have forgotten that what may well be 
needed is more moral courage, their 
own initiative – and fewer excuses. 

We need more of those wonderful 
West Coast parents who made a strong 
stand recently against the utterly perni-
cious sex “education” now destabilising 
so many of our children. 

But the harm done to so many is 
widespread. And the hour is late for 
individuals to wake up to the fact what 
happens to this country depends on 
them… not on everybody else.

© Amy Brooke
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