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First reality check, there is no global 
“climate”. While NZ enjoyed a warmer 
winter than usual, there was still ice on 
Lake Superior in the United States into 
the middle of the northern summer. 
Cold records were shattered across the 
northern hemisphere.

Second reality check, if you read the 
fine print in the official climate reports, 
and I have, you’ll find that the impact 
of human-caused CO2 emissions 
on New Zealand will be negligible, 
because our climate is dominated by 
oceanic heat cycles, not atmospheric 
ones. While Europe, North America 
and Asia are huge landmasses whose 
interiors are far from direct oceanic 
influence, New Zealand is an island 
state bathed in the Pacific to the north 
and East, and the Southern Ocean to 
the rear.

Oceanic heat is primarily driven by 
the impact of direct sunlight on the 
surface of the ocean, which is many 
times more powerful than secondary 
heat from trace gas molecules – it is not 

Climate of fear
It’s been a winter of fools in the public debate about climate change in New Zealand. 
The public trough-snorters at NIWA and other bastions of climate ‘research’ who rely on 
taxpayer funding to maintain their exotic lifestyles have been hyping up their ‘warmest 
winter’ and ‘extreme weather’ talking points for an ever-sillier news media.

We are being conned, daily, by activists trying 
to get funding, aided and abetted by media 

who have given up doing their job. Roll on 
summer, we could do with some warming

Editor

CO2 warming the oceans but sunlight. 
The fewer clouds or the less dust in the 
atmosphere, the more the ocean heats 
up. The cloudier or dustier it gets, the 
cooler the oceans become.

The New Zealand Herald recently 
published “Climate Tipping Points to 
Watch For”, kind of an idiot’s guide to 
climate change, written by an eco-bible 
waving believer. He warns us that the 
West Antarctic region is on the brink 
of a tipping point that could rise sea 
levels up to 40m.

But that’s not what the peer reviewed 
science is telling us.

“The record shows that this region 
has warmed since the late 1950s, at a 
similar magnitude to that observed in 
the Antarctic Peninsula and central 
West Antarctica; however, this warm-
ing trend is not unique. More dramatic 
isotopic warming (and cooling) trends 
occurred in the mid-nineteenth and 
eighteenth centuries, suggesting that 
at present, the effect of anthropogenic 
climate drivers at this location has not 

exceeded the natural range of climate 
variability in the context of the past 
~300 years.”

That finding is backed up by yet 
another this year, which reports 
warming cycles in Antarctica like the 
current one have occurred five times 
in the past 350 years alone: “The data 
suggest that during the past 350 years 
such events have taken place at least 
five times.”

We are being conned, daily, by activ-
ists trying to get funding, aided and 
abetted by media who have given up 
doing their job. Roll on summer, we 
could do with some warming.
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A HAIRY ISSUE
The recent case of the iconoclastic schoolboy philosopher and his simi-
larly enlightened father/mentor, who required that the boy’s school (and by 
implication or legal precedent, society as a whole) should reinvent itself to 
accommodate their personal preference regarding hair style - is only the 
latest example of a civilisation hell-bent upon undermining its bed-rock 
Christian principles and condemning itself to social anarchy.

Incredibly, the disgruntled complainants took their unbearable psycho-
logical trauma all the way to the High Court... and won!

The school declined “mediation”, and no wonder. This would have 
amounted to its acceptance that there can be no “rules” at all in future 
unless every man and his dog, not to mention the usual quota of disturbed 
social agitators of every stripe, agrees with them !

Yes, another sure-fire recipe for social disaster to add to the endless list!
The fundamental question underlying this particular can of worms is 

not whether the rules of a school (or of any other social institution ranging 
from the local tiddlywinks club to parliament) are good, bad, or indiffer-
ent. Not at all. In the aftermath of this extremely ill-starred ruling the real 
underlying question is: are human beings and the institutions they create 
entitled to make and enforce rules at all? - and if not, who says so? 

Lawyers? judges? politicians? Let’s hope not, because as individuals these 
folk disagree with each other as much as anyone else does.

Actually, like so many other pseudo “problems” these days, this one was 
done and dusted centuries ago. However, the widespread disrespect for 
the great founders of Western civilisation which has been surreptitiously 
instilled into post 1960’s generations is now so entrenched that magnifi-
cent, hard-won achievements like the Magna Carta and the American 
Constitution and Declaration of Independence (which ensured certain 
human rights and freedoms, but within ancient socially sanctioned limits), 
are simply ignored.

The sadly bygone aphorism : “If I have seen further than other men it is 
because I stood on the shoulders of giants” once commonly voiced by many 
a great soul, is not often heard these days. Could this be because so many 
of us have been misled into 
believing that modern thought 
is in every respect superior to 
that of our forebears ?

Naturally, before the demise 
of the late-lamented “com-
mon-sense” and the conse-
quent rise of those twin evils 
- political correctness and 
moral relativism, such ridicu-
lous non-predicaments such 
as school rules and hair styles 
etc, could never have arisen.

If they were to engage with 
the heart-beat of real life how-
ever, the present crop of would-
be social reformers would see 
that they must take their start 
from the way things are, not 
how things, (in their opinion), 
should be. We are not at the end 
of history and the way things 
are today is by no means all bad.

Colin Rawle, DunedinCOVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques

Autumn in Serifos

The terraces perch on homeric walls
deserted now of all but dignity and weeds
the farmers are down in the harbour
selling fast food and beads.

On the south beach that September day
we swam in the sunshine that would not end
against a time that would not come again
whatever the years ahead might send.

A German couple, lithe and supple, made
a shelter of driftwood and towels. Next day
the first soft, cool whispers from the north
and we well knew we must at last away

the shelter soon skeletal, and only
the memory of friendly guttural vowels.

Dermot Mora

POETRY
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DARTMOUTH, Mass. – Bristol 
County Sheriff Tom Hodgson said 
Monday that he’s dealing with 
a problem in Dartmouth that 
shouldn’t be his responsibility.

It’s not a new theme for him. He’s 
sounded the alarm about illegal 
immigrants before, but now he says 
it’s getting closer and closer to home.

Illegal immigrants come across the 
border in the American Southwest. 
When they are detained, the wave 
of humanity has overwhelmed local 
capacity. The illegal immigrants 
are being sent all over the country, 
including Massachusetts.

“We’re all becoming border states 
now... We know there are going to be 
more coming here from Texas. We’ve 
already got two groups coming off 
the planes here,” Hodgson said.

More from NECN:

Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, or ICE, has admitted that 

since April, four planes transported 
undocumented immigrants to 
detention centers in Massachusetts.

The federal government does not 
bother to inform the states on whom 
it’s dumping these “children”, many 
with diseases unseen in decades. 
The President has appointed himself 
Coyote-in-Chief, express-tracking 
illegal immigrants from the shores of 
the Rio Grande deep into the country 
– until, as Sheriff Hodgson says, we 
are all border states. My own informal 
impression – going by the Spanish you 
hear from conversing chambermaids 
in hotel corridors, the names in the 
local paper’s police blotter, the budget 
issues facing school boards from a 
sudden influx of “diversity” – is that 
the parallel Latino sub-culture is well-
established in northern Massachusetts 
and quite a long way up I-87 to upstate 
New York. So the fast-shrinking gap 
between the northern border and the 
southern border is about two hours.

There’s quite a lot about the armies 
of the Undocumented in After Amer-
ica, personally autographed copies of 
which are exclusively available from 
the SteynOnline bookstore and go to 
support my pushback against the liti-
gious climate mullah Michael E Mann, 
he pleads pitifully. Anyway, here’s a 
taste from page 244:

The left was smarter than the right: 
The business class told itself it was 
importing hardworking families 
who just want a shot at the Ameri-
can Dream. But welfare mocks the 
Ellis Island virtues, upending them 
as easily as the shattered Statue of 
Liberty Charlton Heston stumbled 
across in the sands of a ruined 
planet. In an America with ever 
bigger government and ever poorer 
people, the dependency rationale for 
illegal immigration will win out over 
the business rationale.

I’ll stand by that. These days, no First 
World nation needs mass immigra-
tion. But America is the only western 
country that actively chases away 
high-skilled immigrants in order to 
prioritize the mass importation of 
illegal, unskilled labor in numbers 
impossible to assimilate even if the 
multiculti crowd were minded to do 
so. Here’s another basic rule: Culture 
trumps economics. From page 245 of 
After America:

Mark Steyn

President Obama took it upon himself to dissolve the southern border of the United States 
(it’s a different matter on the 49th parallel, as Canadians or tourists bearing Kinder eggs well 
know). So, if there is no southern border de jure, where is it de facto? Try Massachusetts:

These days, no First World nation needs mass 
immigration. But America is the only western 

country that actively chases away high-skilled 
immigrants in order to prioritize the mass 

importation of illegal, unskilled labor

The collapse of border security
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Seventy per cent of births at the San 
Joaquin General Hospital in Stock-
ton, California are the so-called 
“anchor babies” born to illegals. In 
related news, by 2010 Stockton had a 
deficit of $25 million. Same thing at 
Dallas General: Seventy per cent of 
newborns are “anchor babies”. Seven 
out of ten isn’t any kind of “minor-
ity”; it’s the dominant culture of 
America’s tomorrow.

By the way, for all those Chamber of 
Commerce Republicans, once Texas 
tips into the purple-state category, 
never mind goes full blue like Nixon 
and Reagan’s California did in the 
space of little more than a generation, 
what conceivable electoral-college 
math will ever add up to a GOP Presi-
dent ever again?

As for “racist” Arizona, the major-
ity of its schoolchildren are already 
Hispanic. So, even if you sealed the 
border today, the state’s future is as 
an Hispanic society: That’s a given. 
Maybe it’ll all work out swell. The citi-
zenry never voted for it, but they got 
it anyway. Because all the smart guys 
bemoaning the irrational bigots knew 
what was best for them.

Five years ago, I was parked on the 
shoulder of the road making a cell-
phone call about arrangements for a 
family funeral when an officer pulled 
up and told me I wasn’t allowed to 
telephone in that particular area. I was 
just about to burst out laughing when 
I noticed he was a US Border Patrol 
officer. And we were some considerable 
distance from the border. So I asked 
him what on earth it had to do with 
him. And he informed me that the 
Border Patrol had jurisdiction within 
100 miles of the border. This sounded 
too stupid to be true, especially in a 
country on supposed Orange Alert 
that millions of illegal aliens have 
strolled into with apparent ease. But I 
checked when I got home, and he was 
right: post-9/11, the “border” has been 
redefined to mean anywhere within 
100 miles of the actual frontier. In 
other words, the US border zone is 
wider than many European countries. 
A hundred-mile buffer zone from Bel-
gium’s northern border, for example, 
would be well south of the southern 

border and deep into France. But, 
between the seacoast and the Quebec 
border, the whole of my own state of 
New Hampshire now falls within the 
jurisdiction of the Border Patrol.

So does Three Points, Arizona. 
Clarisa Christiansen and her two 
children were driving from their grade 
school when, two miles from their 
home, they were pulled over by Border 
Patrol agents. The border is some 40 
miles south. The encounter was some-
what more dramatic than mine:

Ms. Christiansen then stated that 
if there was no reason for stopping 
her that she would be on her way, 
and wished the agent a good day. 
The agent told her, “You’re not going 
anywhere.” That agent then said to 
the other agents, “This one is being 
difficult, get the Taser.” The agent 
opened the driver’s side door and 
demanded that she exit. Ms. Chris-
tiansen, now fearing for her safety 
and that of her children, refused. 
Ms. Christiansen’s children became 
upset; her daughter asked, “Mommy 
what’s going on?” Ms. Christiansen 
told the children to stay calm and 
sit still, but she could see they were 
confused and afraid.

The agent then approached Ms. 
Christiansen with a retractable knife 
and threatened to cut her out of her 
seatbelt if she didn’t exit the vehicle. 
Ms. Christiansen repeated her 
demand for an explanation, which 
the agents still refused to give her. 
Instead, the agent forcibly reached 
inside Ms. Christiansen’s vehicle 
without her consent and removed 
the keys from the ignition.

Ms. Christiansen had no choice 
but to exit the vehicle. She presented 
her identification. The agents ran 
a background check, gave her back 
her driver’s license, returned to their 
vehicle without saying anything, and 
drove away. The entire stop lasted 
approximately 35 minutes. At that 
point, Ms. Christiansen noticed that 
her rear tire had been punctured...

The US Border Patrol can’t police the 
US border, but they can police you. 
Frankly, it’s a lot easier.

I wish Ms Christiansen good luck 

with her case, but one notes that the 
Supreme Court has dramatically 
circumscribed protections against 
unreasonable search and seizure when 
it occurs at America’s border, and, given 
that the border’s now 100 miles wide, 
that means Three Points is a Fourth 
Amendment-free zone. In stories like 
these, Washington is telling you how it’s 
going to go when things get even worse.

In London David Cameron shuffled 
his ministry today. I used to follow 
these things fairly closely – the to-ing 
and fro-ing from Downing Street, etc. 
But it’s a bit of a shock to realize how, 
after 17 years of modish New Labour 
and whatever this crowd purport to 
be, I barely recognize any of the great 
offices of state – “Secretary of State for 
Energy and Climate Change”? “Senior 
Minister of State for Faith and Com-
munities”? “Minister for Equalities”? 
What do these guys do all day?

The Prime Minister helpfully Tweets:

Nick Boles is Minister of State for 
the Business & Education depts. 
Part of his brief will be equal mar-
riage implementation. #Reshuffle

That’s a job now, is it? Given the 
paedo-fever sweeping the land, I’m 
only mildly surprised Cameron hasn’t 
appointed a Secretary of State for 
Paedophilia.

© 2014 Mark Steyn
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Muslim immigration: 
the political dilemma
There are many things to worry about in this second decade of the 21st Century: 
global warming (now known as ‘climate change’ because warming stopped); bacteria 
resistant to all known antibiotics; the rapid ascendancy of China. 

David Garrett

Other than the usual concerns a father 
of young children has, the thing that 
worries me most is Muslim immigra-
tion to our formerly Christian country.

When this subject is raised in liberal 
company, the reaction varies from 
reassurance that there is nothing to 
worry about to gentle mocking, and 
some pithy quotes from the Old Testa-
ment, which purport to show that 
nothing in the Koran – the Muslim 
holy book – is any worse than the most 
ancient section of the Bible. 

And that is not hard to do; the Old 
Testament is full of outlandish things 
like human sacrifice and advice to offer 
ones daughter for the sexual gratifi-
cation of visitors. Richard Dawkins, 
author of The God Delusion, has made 
something of a second career out of 
finding the most outrageous passages 
in the Old Testament to support his 
argument that Christianity offers noth-
ing over secular humanism as a way to 
live one’s life kindly.

Dawkins’ focus on the Old Testa-

ment is the first clue that Islam is dif-
ferent; there is no “New Testament” in 
the Koran. There are no later chapters 
which supercede the early bloodthirsty 
ones; those which preach hate and vio-
lence towards “unbelievers”. The lack of 
any later book, and the fact that Islam 
is not so much a religion as a rigid code 
governing how adherents must live are 
the things that in my view make the so 
called “religion of peace” so dangerous.

It is perfectly correct that right now, 
in 2014, we probably don’t have much 
to worry about. Muslims number just 
1% of our population. By and large New 
Zealand Muslims practice their religion 
“under the radar”, and the only contact 
the rest of us have with them is the 
occasional sight – disturbing for some 
– of Muslim women covered in black 
leaving only the eyes visible, trailing a 
few paces behind their husbands.

From the experience of other 
Western countries however, it appears 
that once the percentage of Muslims 
in a population increases to 2% or so, 

their voices become louder and more 
strident, with demands like swimming 
pools to be segregated,1 or even for 
separate facilities to be built so Mus-
lims are not troubled by “unbelievers” 
in their presence.2

The warning signs can be seen but a 
short distance away across the Tasman. 
Crucially, the Muslim population of 
Australia is double ours, at 1.9%. Stories 
regularly appear in Australian papers3 of 
Muslim demands for this or that facility 
to be provided by governments4 or local 
councils5 for Muslims’ sole use. Even 
more disturbingly, occasionally there are 
stories of Muslim youths attacking6 or 
at least intimidating Australian women 
for wearing “immodest” clothing rather 
than the prescribed black tents.7

When the percentage of Muslims in 
the population increases to about 5% 
– as in the United Kingdom – ghetto-
ization occurs, with whole areas of cit-
ies becoming Muslim enclaves8 which 
even the Police are unwilling to enter. 
The demands become more strident 
still, with complaints being made 
about emblems of Christianity – such 
as crosses9 and nativity scenes10 – being 
on public view, since these are “offen-
sive to Islam”.

Such claims are well founded in the 
verses of the Koran, which teaches that 
unbelievers are an abomination, and 
should be killed. For Muslims there 
can be only one religion – theirs – and 
any open display of another gives 

When the percentage of Muslims in the 
population increases to about 5% – as in the 

United Kingdom – ghetto-ization occurs, with 
whole areas of cities becoming Muslim enclaves 

which even the Police are unwilling to enter 
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immediate cause to take whatever steps 
are necessary to eliminate that abomi-
nation from their sight.11

But what of “moderate Muslims”, 
those somewhat mythical figures so 
beloved of the tolerant and the left in 
our country and others? Certainly not 
every Muslim wishes to stone women 
who commit adultery, or behead any-
one who openly preaches Christianity 
(although to do so is an offence punish-
able by death, according to the Koran).

Here in New Zealand we have just 
had a timely warning about what hap-
pens when moderation meets funda-
mentalism. Sheik Abu Abdulla was the 
Imam (Religious Leader) of a mosque 
in Avondale. He was accused – by 
his own congregation – of preaching 
“extreme Islam” and trespassed from 
his mosque for two years. It appears 
the Sheikh had tutored two young men 
who were stopped at the border from 
going to Syria to fight in the conflict 
there, although he denies that.

Abdulla makes the usual reassuring 
noises: he is not a terrorist and not a 
supporter of terrorism. If he was a sup-
porter of terrorism he would be in hid-
ing, not planning to attend a mediation 
meeting with representatives of those 
who had him ousted. He had nothing to 
do with those attempting to fly to Syria 
other than being their religious teacher.

On 13 May, the Sheikh introduced 
a disturbing racist explanation for 
his banning, telling the New Zealand 
Herald that “all the mosques in New 
Zealand are run by Indian Muslims, 
so some people don’t like it when an 
Arab has too much power.” I do not 
know whether New Zealand’s mosques 
are all controlled by Indians. If so, that 
is another cleavage with the potential 
to cause mayhem and worse – racial 
conflicts on top of religious ones.

It is certainly true that the Sheikh 
was able to be ousted from the mosque 
because what appear to be more mod-
erate elements outnumber his followers 
– but only just. The Sheikh’s support-
ers are reportedly seeking Police help 
to have him reinstated as leader of the 
mosque.

The warning lessons from the United 
Kingdom and Australia are clear, and 
paint a disturbing picture of what will 
happen if we allow further Muslim 

immigration here. Why on earth 
would New Zealand’s experience be 
different from other western countries 
which have allowed their Muslim 
population to increase towards 5%? 

Thirty years ago, anyone who said 
there would be whole areas of Bradford 
where the Police dare not go because of 
intimidation by young Muslims would 
have been called a paranoid fool. That 
is even more so in Australia – who 
would have ever thought Bondi would 
be the venue for clashes between Mus-
lims and “unbelievers”?12

I believe on the basis of the news 
coverage coming out of Europe and 
Australia that we should not allow one 
more Muslim into this country – no 
matter how “moderate” or secular he 
claims to be. We have a peaceful Mus-
lim community now, with just hints of 
strain. But the warning signs suggest 
it is changing. Overseas experience 
shows with the percentage of Muslims 
below 2% they are probably no real 
threat. But, to borrow a phrase from 
promoters of the Climate Change reli-
gion, 2% of a population is a “tipping 
point”; beyond that, the dictates of a 7th 
Century religion – unmodified since 
its invention – will become very real 
threats to our way of life in this green 
and pleasant land.
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Election: Put race aside
Democracy becomes twisted, in fact meaningless, when the two main parties conspire 
together against the citizens. This is exactly what National and Labour have done by 
them both buying into the twin fictions that the Treaty of Waitangi had “principles” 
(it didn’t) and that it created a “partnership” between the Crown and Maori (it didn’t).

John McLean

The Treaty was a simple document 
of only three Articles and does not 
mention “principles” or “partnership”. 
These were dreamt up 150 years later 
by the sinister combination of radical 
Maori, appeasing governments and 
senior judges indulging their own 
political prejudices instead of obeying 
their oath to apply the law. 

Under the Treaty (the real treaty 
signed at Waitangi and not the rein-
vented one of the 1990s) the Maoris, 
through their chiefs, ceded New Zea-
land to Queen Victoria and in return 
gained the same rights as British 
subjects – no more and no less.

Under the real treaty there can be no 
superior racial rights or special funding 
(Whanau Ora) or race based owner-
ship/control of public resources (e.g. the 
foreshore and seabed) for Maoris, part-
Maoris or anyone else.The tidal wave of 
ever growing privileges for part-Maori 
(code for the very pale-faced tribal elite) 

could not have proceeded on the basis 
of the Treaty itself – only by invent-
ing “principles” and “partnership”. 
Remove these two fictions and New 
Zealand would return to a democracy of 
equals. But that won’t happen so long as 
National and Labour see their primary 
role as appeasing the tribal elite rather 
than governing in the interests of all 
New Zealanders. 

National’s notorious Marine and 
Coastal Area Act 2011, which stole the 
beaches off the public so that they can 
be handed out to Christopher Fin-
layson’s ex-client, Ngai Tahu, and his 
other tribal mates in return for Maori 
Party support in Parliament, has been 
described in the top selling book, Twist-
ing the Treaty, as “the greatest swindle 
in New Zealand history” (page 8).

Once a tribe is granted part of the 
coast it can declare whole areas of its 
new domain (usually the best fishing 
grounds and surf breaks) “wahitapu”, 

forbidding the public to step on to these 
formerly publicly owned beaches with a 
$5,000 fine on anyone who does so. 

The passing of this Act by National – 
stealing off the many (the whole public 
of New Zealand) in order to enrich the 
few (the tribal elite) – was a violation 
of the principle on which the National 
Party was founded in the 1930s, viz. to 
represent the rights of all New Zea-
landers in contrast to the then class 
based Labour Party, which then repre-
sented only the working class. And a 
party that is in betrayal of its founding 
principle is undeserving of a vote by its 
traditional supporters. 

The U-turn that John Key made in 
getting into bed with the racist Maori 
Party, itself in permanent violation 
of Article 1 of the U.N.’s International 
Convention on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, is a 
betrayal of National’s founding prin-
ciple and the words “thirty pieces of 
silver” spring readily to mind.

Writing in the Dominion on 14th 
December, 2004, Gerry Brownlee, the 
then deputy leader of National, stated, 
“National will ensure the beaches 
and lakes remain in Crown owner-
ship for all New Zealanders, require 
all Treaty claims to be settled by 2010, 
treat people on the basis of need rather 
than race, end the rorts associated with 
ïwi consultation, and wind up sepa-

So, why vote for a party that makes 
promises to the public and then breaks 
them, betraying in the process both the 

ordinary people of New Zealand as well as 
National’s founding principle?
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rate Maori electorates in line with the 
recommendations from the 1987 Royal 
Commission on MMP.”

If you’ve managed to stop laugh-
ing please note that in 2011 Brownlee 
voted to take the beaches out of Crown 
ownership (the Marine and Coastal 
Area Act), National treats people on 
the basis of race rather than need (e.g. 
Whanau Ora), the rorts associated with 
iwi consultation have sky-rocketed 
under National, the abolition of the 
Maori seats in Parliament has given way 
to Key’s perceived need to appease the 
Maori Party, while Treaty claims have 
continued way beyond 2010 with Finlay-
son cheating the taxpayer by ever more 
imaginative means, including throwing 
in an extra $10 million to Ngati Toa “for 
the loss of their maritime empire over 
Cook Strait” (code for Te Rauparaha’s 
right to take his war canoes across the 
strait to kill, cook and eat the tribes of 
Marlborough. In other words a taxpayer 
funded reward for cannibalism and one 
that even the usually biased Waitangi 
Tribunal refused to recommend. It was 
a deal reached by Finlayson in secret 
with Ngati Toa’s tribal leaders without 
any input from the public who have to 
fund it.

So, why vote for a party that makes 
promises to the public and then breaks 
them, betraying in the process both 
the ordinary people of New Zealand as 
well as National’s founding principle? 

Labour also promotes separatist 
policies that reward people on the basis 
of race rather than need, e.g. the Clark 
government’s throwing millions of 
taxpayer dollars at part-Maoris by its 
racist “Closing the Gaps” policy. Yes, it 
is good to close gaps but not to people 
of only one race while ignoring the 
poor of other races. 

Furthermore, it was Labour that 
introduced the fictitious “principles” of 
the Treaty, under which we have lost so 
many of our rights to the tribal elite. 

Labour pioneered the undemocratic 
cancer of special race based positions 
on local councils when it rammed 
through the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council (Maori Constituency Empow-
ering) Act 2001, creating three Maori 
wards on the council against the 
wishes of the local community. And 
by its Public Health and Disability Act 

2000, with clauses giving preference to 
part-Maoris, Labour introduced racism 
to the health sector.

So, with this level of collusion 
between National and Labour, why 
would anyone with decent, democratic 
and non-racist instincts vote for either 
of these two parties which are under-
mining not only our democracy but also 
our sovereignty (the ever increasing “co-
governance agreements” with the tribal 
elite), our economy (the debilitating 
effects of endless and expensive Treaty 
settlements), and our children’s future? 
In this land that was built by the sweat 
and labour of the pioneers anyone who 
is not part-Maori is increasingly becom-
ing a second class citizen.

If you want all this racism and loss of 
rights to continue, then give your vote 
to National or Labour (or the Greens or 
United Future which also support race 
based privileges). 

If you wish to see an end to this 
never ending avalanche of public 
resources and rights being handed 
over to the tribal elite and the continu-
ing Maorification of New Zealand 
at the expense of all other cultures, 
then there are other parties to vote 
for – parties like NZ First, ACT, the 
Conservatives and 1 Law 4 All, that do 
not buy into the lies of “principles” and 
“partnership”.

For the sake of ours and future 
generations it is time for the notori-
ously apathetic voters of New Zealand 
to start thinking more seriously and 
more broadly about this, the most seri-
ous issue affecting our future. It’s time 
to think beyond the slogans and false 
promises of the mainstream parties. 
The slogans are dreamt up by highly 
paid advertising gurus while – as we 
saw with Gerry Brownlee’s deceit – the 
promises are not kept.

Apathy and a “she’ll be right” 
attitude are no longer options. In the 
words of G. K. Chesterton, ”A tired 
democracy becomes a dictatorship”. 

An election is the only chance to 
change things but, if the voters let the 
TV talking heads and other media 
manipulators tell them how to vote 
by means of carefully contrived polls, 
selective presentation of news and an 
obsession with such trivialities as John 
Key’s smile, then there is little reason 

to go to all the trouble and expense of 
having an election.

Democracy – and the concomitant 
protection of our hard won freedoms 
and sovereignty that it should entail – 
can only work if people approach an 
election, the parties and the issues with 
an open and honest mind untrammelled 
by past party loyalties. People who are 
more loyal to a political party than to 
the long term good of their country are 
not much more than traitors. 

This election is probably the last 
chance to stem the flow of racist leg-
islation, of the Maorification of New 
Zealand, of undermining the sover-
eignty of our country by Finlayson’s 
“co-governance agreements” with 
chosen tribes like the backward and 
not very patriotic Tuhoe crowd.

If we allow ourselves to be so easily 
swayed by an irresponsible and shallow 
thinking media, then we should not 
complain when some thuggish Maori 
warden orders us off the beach or our 
Maori neighbour’s child gets prefer-
ence in university placement and fees 
or unelected iwi councillors increase 
the rates.

Only by an open minded and 
genuine exercise of democracy can 
we fix this country up. This is the one 
election when neither National nor 
Labour deserve the votes of people who 
believe in democracy, the preservation 
of our ancient freedoms, racial equal-
ity, national unity and one sovereignty 
uncontaminated by “co-governance 
agreements” with the unelected tribal 
elite. Up to you. 

John McLean is a Wellington based 

historian and political activist, and 

publisher of numerous books on 

Treaty issues
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I
n his book The Demon Profession former NZ First strate-
gist Michael Laws writes dismissively of Winston’s Maori 
heritage:1

“Winston [had] only a scattered understanding of Maori 
issues at best. He had, instinctively, opposed the amend-
ment to the Treaty of Waitangi Tribunal Act allowing Maori 

claims prior to 1984, supported Muldoon in opposition to the Bastion 
Point settlement, and privately regarded the Treaty itself as a chimera 
that distracted Maori from focusing on more immediate concerns. 
One detected an unease within Winston over all things Maori.

“Others within Parliament were less charitable, suggesting that he 
was embarrassed by his Maori background and had attempted to pass 
himself off as a swarthy Italian in his university days. This discomfort 
was exemplified by his inability to speak the language and thus feel 
relaxed on the marae.”

It’s not clear whether Laws has ever lived in Ponsonby but he did do 
a talkback show for a station based there once. The question is, was it 
true? Was Winston out of touch with Maori as the latte set imply, or 
was there a deeper resonance that his foes were blind to?

The truth is important, because the claims have repeatedly been 
bandied around by critics of Winston Peters.

One who practically chokes on his flat white when he hears the 
words of Michael Laws is former NZ First MP Ron Mark, now the 
mayor of Carterton in the Wairarapa.2

“That has to be the most stupid comment! I have watched Winston, 
he is absolutely mindblowing. The guy is like a damned encyclopae-
dia. He remembers so much detail and times and dates and names. I 
have been with him in Invercargill, and Wanganui, and Whakatane, 
and the far north, and he’s met someone who is Maori and he has 
asked them their name and tested where they are from, then he’s 
connected the dots and told them who this relative was and who that 

The most 
comprehensive 

biography of 
Winston Peters 

ever written is just 
being released. In 

this extract from 
his explosive new 

book Winston, 
IAN WISHART 

goes in search of 
the New Zealand 

First leader’s 
philosophical 

‘turangawaewae’

Winston 
PETERS
Finding His Inner ‘Tangata Whenua’
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So myself and another young lawyer decided we were 
going to take these guys on. We acted for hundreds 

and hundreds of Maori, and even a number of 
European owners, we took the council on and after 16 

years we won nearly everywhere

relative was, and ‘your dad must have 
known this person’, and I just sit there 
with my mouth open, absolutely gob-
smacked. How the hell do you know so 
much about Maori people?

“And when you go to Ratana, what, 
Ratana doesn’t think Winston knows 
much about Maori people? Give me a 
life, good heavens, give me a second life 
because I could use it! I’d spend all that 
time teaching Michael Laws. Go and 
talk to Api Mahuika, leader of Ngati 
Porou, about what Winston did up 
there for them.”

The educated, enlightened 
and conservative Maori, says 
Ron Mark – now a lead nego-

tiator for Ngati Kahungungu in the 
Wairarapa region treaty settlements 
– “agree with Winston actually, and 
they are all well-informed enough to 
know that he has done more for Maori 
quietly, without fuss or fanfare, than 
most Maori under the age of 40 will 
ever know.

“Whether it’s the claims up in 
Northland, or getting Hikurangi 
handed back to Ngati Porou, there 
are a range of issues. Simple things 
like allocating funding for the Maori 
Women’s Welfare League, which still 
goes on today, funding for the national 
Kapa Haka, which had never happened 
until Winston got there, funding for 
the Maori Wardens. In his own quiet 
way, without blowing his own trumpet, 
at the end of the day Winston is Maori. 
And just like all Maori, we all have 
varying political views and varying 
philosophies – some of it depends on 
which tribe you come from or which 
part of the country you come from. 

“His family has philosophies that they 
live by and it is pretty much reflected 
in everything he’s done, but he is still 
Maori and don’t you ever forget it. He 

understands more than any, the impacts 
of deprivation and confiscation that 
occurred in the 1840s-70s and still goes 
on to this very bloody day.”

Further proof, however, that Michael 
Laws’ urban liberal critique of Peters 
lacked any nuanced depth can also 
be found in the history books. Would 
someone “embarrassed” by their Maori 
heritage have stepped forward to con-
spicuously captain the Auckland Maori 
rugby side?

Then there’s the story of Dame 
Whina3 Cooper. Few people know it, 
but it was Winston Peters’ work on a 
Maori land claim for his Ngati Wai iwi 
that inspired Cooper to lead her now 
famous hikoi from the far north to 
Wellington in 1975, known to history 
now as “the Land March”.

The Labour government of Norman 
Kirk/Bill Rowling had proposed turn-
ing coastal areas into public reserves. 
The Ngati Wai, who’d enjoyed their 
ancestral coastland for centuries, 
turned to their new Russell McVeagh 
legal beagle, Winston Peters, who 
mounted a legal challenge that forced 
the government to back down. Dame 
Whina Cooper joined the effort and 
was so taken with it she decided to 
march on parliament, as retiring 
Labour MP Shane Jones noted in his 
valedictory speech:4

“It is a rite of passage to be a Māori 
politician in the north and to have a 
burst of that activism. In 1975 Winston 
Peters was leader of the Ngāti Wai 
Land Retention Committee with Dame 
Whina Cooper,” noted Jones.

It was this event, says Peters, that 
pushed him into politics:5

“I never thought about becoming 
a politician until 1974 when the then 
Labour Government decided they were 
going to – through the Tourism Minis-
try and in concert with the Whangarei 

County Council – designate a whole lot 
of rural coastal land for public utility 
purposes, for reserves and parks and 
what have you – in short, just taking it 
all off us.

“So myself and another young lawyer 
decided we were going to take these 
guys on. We acted for hundreds and 
hundreds of Maori, and even a number 
of European owners, we took the coun-
cil on and after 16 years we won nearly 
everywhere.”

Again, regardless of one’s personal 
views about the Peters phenomenon, is 
it really credible to suggest he had only 
“a scattered understanding of Maori 
issues”, or that he was “embarrassed” 
to be seen as Maori? Is it credible to 
suggest he did not understand marae 
protocol, despite his work for his iwi?

“E te taonga o te motu, takoto mai I 
runga I te atamira oo matua tupuna,” 
Peters eulogised in Parliament on 
learning of her death in 1994; “Oh trea-
sure of the land, lie upon the platform 
of your ancestors.”6

“I got to know Whina in the 1970s. 
She had been brought from Auckland 
too meet the Ngati Wai land retention 
committee, for which I acted as legal 
counsel. It is not really true to say that 
Whina started the land protest move-
ment; rather it should be said that she 
was seen by younger Maori in Auck-
land as having the credibility and the 
respectability that European people 
deemed necessary if they were to nego-
tiate with Maori on cultural matters.

“The protest movement had already 
started, but Whina’s backing gave it 
impetus at a national level at a criti-
cal time, and thus the land march was 
born. In fact, a number of us remember 
the very night that she said, in response 
to hearing about the problem at Pataua: 
‘I know what I will do. I will lead a 
march to Parliament’. And she did. The 
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land march was designed to halt the 
alienation of Maori land, and the catch-
cry was, ‘no more land to be taken’.”

In fact, as others have noted, Dame 
Whina’s view of the Treaty was fairly 
similar to Winston Peters’, as she 
explained at the opening of the Auck-
land Commonwealth Games in 1990, 
urging people to remember: “that the 
Treaty was signed so that we could all 
live as one nation in Aotearoa.”7

One nation. It’s a wonder no one 
has thought of using that as a political 
slogan. ;)

“The greatness of Whina Cooper lay 
in her perception of what life ought 
to be and what it ought to hold for all 
humanity,” remarked Peters, “regard-
less of gender or race. She yearned 
to see a state of peace and harmony 
between Maori and European in New 
Zealand, and she expected people to 
work to create that climate.”

Nonetheless, the politician agreed, 
Whina also expected people to respect 
New Zealand’s Maori culture and heri-
tage because this is the only country in 
the world where it is found. “Hence her 
symbolic gesture of driving the pou-
whenua into the ground while saying, 
‘This is our land’.”

As her biographer Michael King 
noted, Whina Cooper’s message didn’t 
go down so well with modern Maori 
activists:

“No Maori leader has attracted more 
public praise from Pakeha (European) 
people and more public criticism from 
sectors of Maoridom than Whina.”

In its obituary on Dame Whina’s 
death in 1994, Britain’s Independent 
newspaper wrote:8

“Many young Maoris, impatient 
for results, favoured more aggressive 
action and established a makeshift 
camp on the steps of Parliament in 
defiance of her orders. Their resulting 
arrest aggravated differences between 
the conservative approach of Cooper, 
who devoted her life to creating har-
mony between the races and finding 
peaceful solutions to differences, and 
the more militant forces of Maoridom.”

The reason for this divergence 
between Dame Whina’s conservatism 
on the one hand, and the modern Maori 
renaissance on the other, was a massive 
re-think on the part of the latter about 

what the Treaty of Waitangi actually 
meant, and this goes to the very heart 
of the treaty debate and race relations 
in New Zealand. It also goes to the very 
heart of understanding Winston Peters’ 
and New Zealand First’s views on treaty 
issues, and will allow readers to see in 
context why urban liberals like Michael 
Laws did not fully understand the big 
picture themselves.

Dame Whina was born in 1895, 
and her perception of the 
Treaty of Waitangi was very 

much coloured by Maori and Euro-
pean understanding at the time which, 
essentially, was this:

The treaty was a compact between 
two peoples to unite as one under a 
common sovereign – the Queen of 
England – and build a new nation 
together. The treaty guaranteed Maori 
communal property rights over the 
lands and territories each iwi pos-
sessed, but provided a mechanism for 
tribes to sell land to the Crown if they 
wished. This clause was inserted to 
head off private land speculators who’d 
been doing deals for vast tracts of land 
at peppercorn rates prior to the treaty.

In effect, the agreement cancelled 
existing land purchases subject to their 
ratification by the Crown, to ensure 
Maori were not being cheated, and 
required Maori in turn to only deal 
with the Crown in regard to future 
land sales.

As noted, the treaty recognised 
and preserved the traditional Maori 
practice of communal ownership and 
control of land.

This worked well for the first few 
years after the treaty, but for one incon-
venient truth. The treaty had guaran-
teed Maori all the rights and privileges 
of British citizens, and this included 
the right to hold title to their own piece 
of land – not communal title but indi-
vidual freehold, just as we enjoy today.

Enterprising Maori realised that 
their communal model of tribal land 
ownership was preventing them from 
carving off pieces of land and hav-
ing their own sections that they could 
develop and sell. In essence, many iwi 
came to the realisation that commu-
nal land ownership, like grass skirts 
and kiwi feather cloaks, was not as 

profitable or useful to them as free-
hold European titles, warm European 
clothes or solid timber housing.

Pressure began to build from within 
Maoridom for the government to 
grant Maori the right to carve up their 
land and have European title to it. The 
government, conscious of its promises 
under the treaty to protect the old 
system, didn’t wish to see the remain-
ing tracts of tribal land broken up into 
lifestyle blocks.

The chiefs, however, saw the restric-
tion as unfair. Their Pakeha brothers 
could buy and sell land as they liked, 
but iwi could not:

“This is about the land. It is, in accor-
dance with my opinion that it should 
be divided that each man should have a 
certain number of acres, that he may be 
able to sell his portion to the Europe-
ans without creating confusion,” chief 
Matenga of Tarawera told the massive 
national hui at Kohimarama in 1860.9

Wiremu Tamihana agreed: “Let 
me state my grievance. It is this. Our 
lands are not secured to us by Crown 
Grant. Every man is not allowed to get 
a Crown Grant to his land.”

When the government relented and 
put in place a procedure allowing Maori 
to break up tribal land and individualise 
it, the move created a flashpoint that led 
to the Taranaki land wars.

In the aftermath, massive land 
confiscations for the rebellion, which 
even inadvertently swept up some of 
the non-rebellious iwi, caused prob-
lems leading to the treaty settlements 
process we know and love today.10

However, the other key point to 
emerge was that the majority of Maori 
in the 1860s and beyond continued 
to view the treaty as a unifier, not a 
divider. They continued to swear utter 
allegiance to the Crown as the only 
sovereign of New Zealand. 

Now the land wars had also been 
about the Maori King movement. The 
King movement decided that Maori 
mana would be enhanced if New Zea-
land were to have two rulers – a British 
sovereign to rule over the European 
settlers, and a Maori sovereign to unite 
and govern Maoridom. This was the 
emergence of what we now see as the 
modern Maori activist movement, or 
tino rangatiratanga – self government.
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Although it was soundly defeated 
by an alliance of Government forces 
and friendly Maori iwi, the seed that 
germinated within the King movement 
had been planted, and with the right 
conditions (government breaches in 
regard to land, education and health) it 
would sprout in fertile ground over the 
century that followed.

Which is a shame, because here is 
how most chiefs saw the Maori sover-
eignty movement back in 1860:

“I am grieved about this new thing. 
I mean this new name – the Maori 
King. Its tendency is to cause division 
and ill feeling between the Maories and 
the Europeans. Its tendency is to lower 
both Pakehas and Maories. I say let this 
movement be suppressed…and let the 
Pakehas and the Maories live together 
as brethren. Let the Queen be Queen 
for both England and New Zealand, It 
was not without good ground that the 
title of Queen of England and of New 
Zealand was assumed.”

The person who uttered those words 
was no mug – it was Tamihana Te Rau-
paraha, high chief of Ngatitoa.11

“I say, let our views be clear. Let it 
not be supposed the Pakehas wish 
to enslave (oppress) the Maories. It 
is not so. The Pakeha wishes to raise 
the Maori. I am therefore very much 
grieved on account of this movement. 
Our old Maori customs are at the 
bottom of it, and it has been set up to 
attract our younger brothers. What 
has changed our clothing, and caused 
the dog-skin mat to be laid aside? This 
new name will lead to our debasement; 
therefore, I say, let it be suppressed.

“Let this King be put down. We are 
becoming divided amongst ourselves 
by means of this King. It therefore 
appears to me we shall be of this opin-
ion, Chiefs of the Conference, that we 
must support the Governor, and that 
we should avail ourselves of advantages 
offered to us and thus share in; the 
superiority of the Pakehas.

“Let us abandon Maori customs. 
Look at the superior condition of the 
Pakeha! This is not slavery. Let this 
title of King be put down. Even though 
the King’s flag has been hoisted at 
our place Otaki it shall be cast down, 
it shall never be allowed to stand. It 
is calculated to produce ill-will and 

division, and if the Maori is separated 
from the Pakeha, he (the Maori) will 
find himself wrong. The Queen’s shall 
be our only flag. We will hold our lands 
under the protection of the Queen.”

All of which brings us back to 
Dame Whina Cooper and 
Winston Peters’ understand-

ing of the Treaty of Waitangi. Like 
their illustrious forebears, both knew 
the Treaty guaranteed Maori property 
rights, but was never about joint sover-
eignty; ‘treaty partners’ did not mean 
co-rulers in a land divided according 
to race.

Unfortunately, however, that’s 
exactly how the Maori renaissance 
movement of the 1970s and 80s was 
pitching it. In universities and news 
media opinion columns, the idea 
gradually took hold that the Treaty had 
guaranteed Maori ‘tino rangatiratanga’ 
as a self governing people, and that 
Pakeha New Zealanders were merely 
‘manuhiri’, or ‘guests’ whose continued 
right to live in Aotearoa was entirely at 
the mercy of Maori whim.

This, as you have now seen, bore 
no resemblance to what the rangatira 
who actually signed the Treaty had 
understood or wanted, but a century 
down the track, on the back of the 
cultural revolution of the sixties, that 
seed planted by the renegade king 
movement back in the 1860s suddenly 
sprang into bloom.

Amongst the intelligentsia, many saw 
their struggle against the establishment 
in semi-Marxist terms, ‘my enemy’s 
enemy must therefore be my friend’, 
and it became fashionable to support 
virtually any cause that threatened 
the status quo, under the banner of 
‘inclusivity’. Maori sovereignty was 
one of those issues quickly adopted 
by urban liberals, leading to lashings 
of what Peters would later call “sickly 
white liberal guilt” – a condition where 
one is supposedly so ashamed at the 
actions of one’s Pakeha forebears that 
one throws one’s entire lot in with the 
Maori renaissance to atone for the 
ancestral guilt. The Grey Lynn version 
of Stockholm Syndrome, if you like. 
The doctrine of ‘Tolerance’ decreed 
that all anti-establishment viewpoints 
were valid without question, but estab-

lishment views were not to be tolerated.
Winston Peters, Dame Whina Coo-

per and others were smart enough to 
differentiate between genuine treaty 
land grievances, and the wider aims 
of Maori sovereignty, which they did 
not regard as authentic. Urban liberals, 
however, never understood the nuances 
because they’d grown up only hear-
ing the modern interpretations of the 
Treaty, not the real version.

In describing Peters as having a 
“scattered understanding” of treaty 
issues, Michael Laws was only advocat-
ing what many liberal New Zealanders 
still genuinely but mistakenly believe.

Little did Peters know in 1975 when, 
as a young lawyer, he nailed home his 
Ngati Wai tribe’s land rights in the 
face of a government land grab – and 
little did Dame Whina know as she 
piggybacked on Winston’s efforts and 
established the 1975 land march – that 
they were uncorking a genie that Win-
ston would spend the next few decades 
trying to put back in the bottle.
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I
t was a throwaway reference that turned up 
while researching retinal damage for this 
issue’s blue light story, but it’s funny how 
diverting down a rabbit hole can lead to a 
whole new paradigm.

The reference suggested the herbal 
extract gingko biloba, and more specifically the 
purified pharmaceutical extract EGb-761, may have 
a protective effect against retinal damage to your 
eyes caused by light exposure.

EGb-761? This magazine has written about that 
extract before in its alt.health pages. It’s probably 
better known by its trade name, Tebonin, pre-
scribed worldwide as a treatment for tinnitus, ver-
tigo and other conditions. Now eye health as well.

The implications are serious. As the lighting 
feature shows, the massive growth in exposure to 
high intensity white and blue light from our cur-
rent crop of computer screens, smartphones, tablets 
LED TVs, LED house lighting and CFL energy 

‘efficient’ lightbulbs, may be pushing us towards 
blindness by our seventies – an increasingly dark 
prospect in every sense of the word.

There’s no magic potion that will instantly 
cure or remove the threat, and wearing yellow 
sunglasses while watching TV or working in an 
office may be the best thing you can do, even if it 
is a crime against fashion, nonetheless the latest 
Tebonin study bears some thinking about because 
it suggests you could slow down the speed of eye 
degeneration.

The key lies in the anti oxidant properties of 
Tebonin:

“The anti-oxidant action of EGb-761 is due to its 
flavonoid glycosides, which can scavenge oxygen 
free radicals and lipid peroxides,” it reports, which 
is a technical way of saying the extract helps mop 
up some of the causes of retinal degeneration that 
are a by-product of light exposure. “Thus, EGb-761 
can protect against light-induced retinal damage.”

A tree that dinosaurs fed on, a tree that grows 30m tall and 
lives for a thousand years, may hold secrets to a longer and 
healthier life. The last of its kind, Gingko biloba is the oldest 
surviving relic of a time long past. IAN WISHART reports on 

its growing use as a medical must-have

THE 
TREE  

OF LIFE
New research on Gingko biloba 

excites science
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 The Chinese have records of using Gingko biloba 
to treat stroke, asthma and lung problems for 

aeons. They were lucky they still had access to the 
plant. It’s the oldest surviving relic of its family, 

more than 200 million years on the planet

The idea that taking a supplement 
could be a major weapon in the fight 
against eye strain and degeneration 
caused by light emitting electronics is 
one plus, but once you venture down the 
Tebonin rabbit hole you find others.

For possibly the same reasons that 
it protects against light damage in the 
eyes, Tebonin is now being tested as 
a possible anti-aging product for the 
skin. Because of ethical issues involv-
ing such a test on humans, given the 
skin cancer risk, Chinese researchers 
used lab mice and a culture of human 
skin cells in two separate experiments 
with Tebonin over a period of months. 
They wanted to find out whether topi-
cal application of the purified gingko 
biloba extract on the skin could protect 
against sun and UV light damage. The 
results were astounding.

“The signs of photoaging or photo-
damage, such as coarse wrinkle forma-
tion, epidermal hyperplasia, and elastic 
fiber degeneration, markedly reduced 
with the topical application of EGb-761. 
Western blot and ELISA revealed that 
the activation of MMP-1 in cultured 
fibroblasts markedly diminished after 
pretreatment with EGb-761.”

The research team’s conclusion: 
“topically applied EGb-761 may be a 
promising photoprotective agent.”

For those wondering how so many 
scientific studies can be plucked out 
of the ether, gingko biloba is one of 
the most widely studied herbs in the 
world for medicinal purposes, and 
it was the German pharmaceutical 
giant Schwabe’s patenting in the 1960s 
of the purified extract EGb-761 that 
catapulted that research. Now, rather 
than having to eat a ton of the herb, a 
purified, concentrated sample could be 
delivered to patients in small but effec-
tive doses. As one study this year called 
it, EGb-761 is “the gold standard” for 

gingko biloba extracts, and that’s why 
it is used in clinical trials and studies.

Of 25 Gingko biloba products on 
the market and tested by a major 
medical journal, only Tebonin, the 
EGb-761 extract, passed all five of the 
test requirements. Ten brands didn’t 
meet any requirements and the rest 
didn’t pass more than three out of five 
requirements.

The more researchers look, the more 
they discover, such as its important 
role not just in protecting the brain, but 
helping to restore mental agility after a 
stroke, for example. Worldwide, stroke 
is the leading medical cause of disability, 
and is the third-ranked cause of death:

“Recent studies on the mechanisms 
of action of this extract have unrav-
elled a host of other effects, many 
of which are not related to its anti-
oxidant effects. This has broadened the 
scope of EGb 761 beyond the tradi-
tional realm of neuroprotection to the 
restorative and recovery potential for 
stroke therapy. 

“A recent double-blind, placebo-con-
trolled and randomized clinical study 
for the first time recommended the use 
of G. biloba in stroke recovery. Gingko 
biloba (120 mg daily) treatment for 4 
months following an ischemic stroke 
significantly reduced NIHSS in stroke 
patients compared to the placebo 
group (Oskouei et al., 2013)”

The way Tebonin works to protect 
the brain is interesting. For decades, 
scientists believed brain damage was 
irreversible, that neurons could not be 
repaired. In more recent times, new 
research has disabused them of that 
notion. It’s now clear that neurons can 
grow back in the right conditions, and 
EGb-761 has been clinically found to 
assist in that. The implications for stroke 
recovery are obvious, but researchers 
have recently discovered that many of us 

suffer from undetected “micro-strokes” 
that over a period of time slowly reduce 
our cognitive function.

The possible use of Tebonin as a 
dietary supplement to help reduce your 
risk of hidden microstrokes is being 
explored, but given its role in the bigger 
version, an ounce of prevention now may 
be a worthy investment in the future.

“EGb 761 enhances neurogenesis,” 
reports the study, which is the medical 
way of saying it boosts the growth of 
new brain cells.

“Stroke is a leading cause of long-
term disability and poses excruciating 
economic and societal burdens (Go et 
al., 2014). Therapies aimed at post-
stroke recovery may help curb the ris-
ing cost of healthcare and are therefore 
highly sought after. To treat complex 
neurodegenerative diseases, polyphar-
macology is a well sought strategy, and 
natural products, particularly extracts, 
can offer a treasure of potential drug 
leads that could someday change the 
way we think of neuro-regeneration 
and the use of medicinal plants.”

Other studies have concentrated 
on the way it boosts mental 
cognition, possibly by helping 

increase blood flow to the brain. It has, 
reported one study, the “ability to allevi-
ate neuropsychiatric conditions and to 
boost cognitive functions. It produces 
antidepressant effect (Rojas et al., 2011), 
and protects against neuronal damage.”

To understand why so much sci-
entific and medical attention is now 
focusing on Tebonin, you only have to 
look at the way science is calling it a 
health tonic in one tablet:

“Ginkgo biloba L. (Ginkgoaceae) has 
been used for thousands of years in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM). 
Extracts from G. biloba leaves (EGb 
761) have been documented to possess 
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a broad spectrum of pharmacological 
properties, including neuroprotective 
effect, anticancer, cardioprotective, 
stress alleviating, memory enhancing 
effects, potential benefits against tinni-
tus, geriatric complaints, and psychiat-
ric disorders.”

In the same way that Vitamin D is 
proving to have a major effect on 
health, the Gingko biloba extract 

is vitamin D’s herbal counterpart. The 
Chinese have records of using Gingko 
biloba to treat stroke, asthma and lung 
problems for aeons. They were lucky 
they still had access to the plant. It’s 
the oldest surviving relic of its family, 
more than 200 million years on the 
planet. It pre-dates T-Rex by about 130 
million years. Some call it the tree of 
life, others “a living fossil”.

If you’re wondering why anyone 
should pay attention to a “herbal rem-
edy” for cognition, rather than writing 
about the best that medical science can 
offer, have a look at the response from 
medical science – ‘we can’t help you’:

“Conventional Western medicine 
cannot prevent cognitive decline, leav-
ing many consumers turning to alter-
native treatments, such as nutritional 
therapies. Total [US] sales of dietary 
supplements, including those touted to 
enhance cognition, were estimated at 
over US$30 billion in 2010.”

In other words, if you are hoping 
your local GP can give you a medica-
tion to keep your brain in tip-top con-
dition, they can’t. That’s why research 
into vitamin D and EGb-761 Tebonin 
has become cutting edge – supplements 
are the only game in town.

A 2014 study finding mirrored an 
earlier result:

“Mix and Crews investigated the 
6-week effect of Ginkgo biloba extract 
(180 mg/day of EGb 761) compared to 
placebo on cognitive functioning in 
48 healthy elderly (55 years of age and 
above) participants. The participants 
on Ginkgo biloba extract significantly 
improved on the SCWT (i.e., a task 
assessing speed of processing abilities) 
at follow-up compared to participants 
on placebo.”

Like all scientific studies, sometimes 
there are conflicts in the results, which 
may be related to doses or other fac-

tors. Vitamin D studies, for example, 
have consistently shown little health 
benefit from low dose vitamin D at 
New Zealand’s recommended daily 
intake of 200IU. When you get up to 
doses of ten times that, 2000IU or 
more, the Vitamin D studies show 
massive impact on breast cancer and 
heart disease. There’s a similar effect 
at play in Gingko biloba research. 
The study cited above used a dose of 
180mg/day and found a positive effect. 
Another study with the dosage at 
40mg/day found no benefit.

In one research study, scientists com-
pared the brain function and reaction 
time of a group of women in their late 
teens, with a group of women in their 
late forties. After six weeks’ treatment 
with Tebonin, the reaction times of the 
older women in the memory tests had 
significantly improved, and their brain 
patterns returned to the type of pat-
terns seen in young women.

Good for your eyes, for mental cogni-
tion, for getting rid of ringing in the ears 
(tinnitus) and vertigo/dizziness, helps 
with anti-ageing of the skin, boosts your 
chances of recovery from a stroke or 
perhaps preventing one, plus it may help 
fight cancer. Had the dinosaurs known 
what we now know, could they have 
avoided extinction? Now there’s a ques-
tion to get your cognitive gear around.
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D
escribed by electromagnetic standards expert Dr. Don Maisch, PhD 
as “enabling devices”, the stealthy introduction of “smart meters” 
poses potential risks to health, privacy and home security and the loss 
of independence for New Zealanders…but you’d never know it if the 
electricity industry were your sole source of information about this 
new technology… 

Over the past few years, a transformation of New Zealand’s electricity industry has 
been underway. Quietly, usually without any fanfare, the dependable, long-lasting 
analogue (Ferraris) meters which serve NZ’s home and businesses are being replaced 
with new electronic “smart” or “advanced” meters. These new meters collect data about 
electricity use and then transmit it back to the electricity company through a wireless 
link. Many of the “smart meters” in NZ transmit via the Vodafone GSM network, while 
others use the 1,800MHz band. (If you are wondering about whether the fact that many 
“smart meters” use the same transmission frequency bands as cell phones may mean 
that “smart meters” may pose similar risks to health, keep reading.) 

Meter readers are gradually losing their jobs with the introduction of this new 
technology. The promise of reduced labour costs is obviously attractive to electricity 
companies in NZ’s competitive deregulated retail market. Another potential benefit to 
electricity and lines companies is having real time data about electricity consumption.

Another, less obvious benefit to companies in the electricity industry is the data gath-
ered by the “smart meters”. This data can be very detailed as shown at this link: http://
smartmeterpowerstruggle.wordpress.com/. Selling the data gathered by “smart meters” 
could potentially offer another income stream to any company with access to the data, 
and the legal right to sell such data. It is interesting to note that in their Terms and Con-
ditions both Genesis and its subsidiary EnergyOnline claim ownership of data accumu-
lated by the “smart meters” in their customers’ homes and businesses.

On the face of it, this is a frank assault on people’s privacy…but there is no public 
outcry, perhaps because virtually none of these companies’ customers have read the fine 
print in the Terms and Conditions.

DAMNED LIES, 
STATISTICS and 
 “SMART METERS”

WORDS BY KATHERINE SMITH

Lies, 
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Probably even fewer have consid-
ered the potential consequences if 
the information gathered by “smart 
meters” ends up in the wrong hands, 
for example, through hacking or a 
dishonest employee who has access to 
the data. Given that patterns of activity 
within a home can be inferred from 
the data from a “smart meter”, in the 
hands of criminals this information 
could be used to plan, for example, a 
burglary at a time when they know no 
one is home.

But wait, as the saying goes, 
there’s more…for the electricity 
industry, that is. (A major US 

utility, North East Utilities recently 
admitted that there is “no evidence” 
that a “smart meter” is “a good choice 
for customers”. See: http://www.
stopsmartmeters.org.nz/government-
and-electricity-industry-positions/
major-us-utility-says-no-rational-
basis-for-smart-meters/)

The introduction of “smart meters” is 
often associated with higher electricity 
bills. This is commonly blamed on the 
previous analogue meter’s supposed 
inaccuracy; however, there is another 
possible explanation, and that is that 
“smart meters” can measure not only 
the electricity actually used by lights 
and appliances in a home, but also 
“reactive power”. Reactive power exists 
essentially as a contaminant on the 
electrical supply. This “reactive power” 
is useless in that it cannot be used 
by appliances, but if its presence in a 
home or building can be measured and 
included in the bill, bills will naturally 
rise, even with no increase in electric-
ity consumption. 

Moreover, “smart meters” can be 
used to facilitate the introduction of 
“time-of-use” metering, in which cus-
tomers are charged different tariffs at 
different times of the day. In practice, 
this means that companies can choose 
to set tariffs so that customers with 
“smart meters” are charged more for 
electricity when it is most needed.With 
time-of-use pricing, a typical family’s 
electricity bill could easily rise even if 
they do not increase their electricity 
consumption.

Perhaps no other aspect of the 
numerous issues surrounding “smart 
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meters” (other than the potential 
health effects) has been spun as often 
(and to date, as successfully) as the 
“time-of-use” metering.

If the average New Zealander 
realised that having their analogue 
meter replaced with an electronic 
“smart” or “advanced” meter was likely 
to mean that their electricity company 
could charge them more for electricity 
from 7am – 11 pm and from 4 or 5pm 
– 9 pm (if not immediately, then some 
time in the not-too-distant future) 
no one would want a “smart meter”. 
However, the spin doctors have gone 
to town to sell what would in normal 
circumstances a completely unpalat-
able proposition.

For example, WEL in the Waikato 
extolls its “smart box” system 
(WEL Smart Networks April 2014 

Update.pdf):
“Our Smart Network has enabled the 

introduction of optional pricing in the 
way it is able to measure site-specific 
information allowing us to introduce 
different prices for consumption based 
on off-peak or on-peak hours. We have 
offered retailers time-of-use pricing 
plans with the option of passing this 
flexible pricing model on to custom-
ers, empowering our customers with 
more control options over their energy 
consumption.” [Emphasis added](WEL 
Smart Networks April 2014 Update.pdf).

Time-of-use pricing is, of course, 
in practice far from “empowering”. 
“Stressful” or even“financially crip-
pling” would be more accurate, 
depending on people’s circumstances. 
At present only a few companies in NZ 
offer pricing plans with “time-of-use” 
tariffs, and these are optional. 

Don’t count on time-of-use pricing 
to remain optional, however, or for the 
government to come to the rescue of 
struggling households (or businesses 
that cannot change the time of day at 
which they need to use electricity, and 
therefore face excessive costs.) No, the 
government is all for the “smart grid”.

In a report by the Electricity Com-
mission, “Advanced Metering Infra-
structure in New Zealand: Roll-out 
and Requirements” (3 Dec. 2009) the 
purported benefits of “smart meters” 
are extolled:

“‘Smart’ electricity meters, and the 
infrastructure that accompanies them, 
can provide a richer information base 
with which consumers can make 
better decisions about electricity use. 
The functionality in ‘smart’ electricity 
meters allows consumers to participate 
in the electricity market by allowing 
them to respond to market signals by 
altering their consumption patterns.”

“Those ‘smarter’ meters can also 
provide better information to electric-
ity lines companies about network 
performance and consumers consump-
tion patterns, allowing better manage-
ment of networks and more informed 
investment decisions. ‘Smarter’ meters 
can also allow retailers to offer a range 
of tariff options to consumers that:

“(a) financially incentivises consum-
ers to respond to market signals in 
the form of tariff pricing by altering 
their consumption patterns to reduce 
delivered electricity cost;
“(b) allows tariff changes to be carried 
out remotely. Before smart meter 
technology, changing tariffs required 
a site visit and a physical change of 
meter; and
“(c) provides information to consum-
ers that allows them to choose the 
best pricing plan for them.” [Empha-
sis added]
The Electricity Commission con-

siders this differential pricing to be 
beneficial because it will force people 
to use less electricity at peak times as 
many people won’t be able to afford it. 
This allows the electricity industry to 
reap the profits from time-of-use pric-

ing while delaying investment in any 
new generation capacity needed if NZ’s 
population continues to increase. (Too 
bad if air pollution in cities increases 
because people can’t afford to run 
electric heaters on winter afternoons 
and evenings and therefore burn coal 
instead or people in low income house-
holds can’t afford to eat hot meals.)

It’s easy to see why the electricity 
industry is keen on “smart meters”; 
lower labour costs, the ability to charge 
more for electricity when it is most 
needed, another potential income 
stream from selling data to third par-
ties…what could be better…if you are a 
profit-driven industry ?

But what about families and small 
businesses? How do ordinary New 
Zealanders fit into the picture? Do 
“smart meters” offer any advantages to 
consumers?

Access to real-time data about elec-
tricity use can be helpful to people who 
want to better understand their energy 
use, and some monitoring systems 

Waikato lines company WEL 
Networks Ltd recently boasted 
that the refusal rate for the 
Landis+Gyr “smart meters” that 
it is has chosen to term “smart 
boxes” is less than 1%. This may 
be due to the statement on its 
website (see above) that gives 
the misleading impression 
that it is compulsory to accept 
a radiofrequency radiation-
producing “smart box”, when in 
fact, this is not the case.
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The evidence to date shows that consumers stand 
to lose through the introduction of “smart meters”. 
Higher bills (and the attendant financial stress) are 
just one of the potential risks from “smart meters”

allow for alarms to be sent to house-
holders when electricity use increases 
above a certain threshold, such as may 
occur when an appliance is left run-
ning by mistake. However, it is doubt-
ful that being able to refer to data from 
a “smart meter” will have much of an 
impact on household consumption in 
homes in which good habits relating to 
electricity use have already been estab-
lished. No one needs a “smart meter” 
to make sensible, everyday decisions to 
conserve electricity and thus minimise 
their electricity bill.

The evidence to date shows that 
consumers stand to lose through the 
introduction of “smart meters”. Higher 
bills (and the attendant financial stress) 
are just one of the potential risks from 
“smart meters”. Everywhere in the 
world where wireless “smart meters” 
have been introduced, people have 
reported adverse health effects follow-
ing “smart meter” installations. 

One organisation active in warn-
ing their community against “smart 
meters”, the Maine Coalition to Stop 
Smart Meters organised a formal 
online survey of health effects. This 
survey did not attempt to establish the 
prevalence of adverse reactions to the 
non-ionising radiation produced by 
“smart meters”; which would have been 
considerably more expensive and time-
consuming. Instead, the study aimed 
to assess the type of symptoms associ-
ated with “smart meter” emissions. The 
results were concerning. 

The majority of people (59%) were 
not electrosensitive (ES) prior to the 
installation of the “smart meter” and 
82% reported their health was “good” 
or “excellent” prior to the installa-
tion of the “smart meter”. People were 
affected in different ways by the “smart 
meters”; however, according to the 
summary of the results of the study, 
“Reports of insomnia, tinnitus, pres-
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sure in the head, difficulty concentrat-
ing, headaches and heart arrhythmia 
were particularly common.”

(Similar symptoms, including head-
aches, tinnitus, sleeping difficulties and 
heart palpitations, have been reported 
to www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz by 
New Zealanders who have had a “smart 
meter” installed at their home.)

In the survey organised by the Maine 
Coalition to Stop Smart Meters, a 
nocebo affect could be ruled out for 
a lot of participants because many of 
the survey participants (42%) devel-
oped symptoms before they knew that 
a “smart meter” had been installed. 
Moreover 63% of the participants had 
not been concerned about “smart 
meters” before they developed the 
“smart meter” – associated symptoms.

The good news was that when 
the “smart meter” was removed, 
91% experienced an improve-

ment in their health. However, some 
had ongoing problems even after the 
“smart meter” was removed; exposure 
to the radiofrequency radiation pro-
duced by the “smart meter” appeared 
to have caused a more generalised 
sensitivity to non-ionising radiation, 
resulting in symptoms from expo-
sure to other sources of RFR which 
were previously tolerated such as cell 
phones and/or Wi-Fi.(See: http://www.
stopsmartmeters.org.nz/latest-news/
survey-of-people-adversely-affected-
by-smart-meters/)

People who react with acute symp-
toms following the installation of a 
“smart meter” are probably in a minor-
ity; although symptoms can be so 
diverse that there may be many people 
adversely affected by a “smart meter” 
in their home (or by neighbours’ 
“smart meters”) who may not realise 
what is causing their symptoms. 

It may be that people who react 
adversely to the RFR produced by “smart 
meters” could in some respects be con-
sidered lucky – since they will take active 
measures to reduce their exposure to 
EMR. This may not be the case for people 
who can tolerate the RFR from “smart 
meters” without obvious symptoms, who 
may therefore remain exposed to high 
levels of RFR over the long term. Given 
that the RFR in the microwave spectrum 

produced by “smart meters” has been 
classified as a possible carcinogen (type 
2b) the by World Health Organization’s 
International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC) prolonged exposure to 
RFR from “smart meters” may consti-
tute a cancer risk.In fact, there is already 
a case in the USA in which a resident 
of Long Beach, California attributes a 
throat cancer that he has developed to 
the RFR from “smart meters” installed 
at his home, close to the desk where he 
works. Known only as “JN”, this man 
shared his story on the US-based website 
www.stopsmartmeters.org. As he relates: 

“It was not long after [the installa-
tion of a “smart meter”, to which he had 
agreed] that when I started to notice that 
I had developed a constant ringing in my 
ears and was always fatigued along with 
heart palpitations but I couldn’t figure 
out why I might be having these issues. I 
went and had my hearing tested and was 
diagnosed with tinnitus.”

Subsequently JN decided to upgrade 
the antiquated electrical system in his 
home:

“The upgrade took a couple of weeks 
to complete. The new meter panel 
along with the smart meter now sat 
right outside one of the bedrooms 
where I have a music studio. I spend 
most of my time there – usually from 
early morning to late in the evening. 
The way my computer desk was set up 
put me directly in front of the smart 
meter- about 4 feet away from where I 
would sit most of the time.”

“In about May of 2012, after about a 
month of sitting in front of the smart 
meter, I noticed on the right side of my 
neck what looked like a burn. Later my 
skin looked like it had been cooked. 
The burn was about 2 inches long by 
about a half inch wide. Shortly after 
that I reported it to my doctor at the 
VA Medical Center and was given Tri-
amcinolone AcetonideCream to apply. 
It took close to maybe a month before 
the burn cleared up but then I started 
noticing that I was having a problem 
swallowing pills.”

After ongoing health problems, 
JN was diagnosed with cancer of the 
throat. He had been previously healthy; 
a non-smoker and a non-drinker, not a 
heavy user of cellular or cordless phones 
and was careful about what he ate.

The latter part of his post includes 
quite graphic descriptions of treatments 
he was undergoing for his cancer.

An interesting feature of JN’s story 
is that the “smart meter” that was 
installed at his home looked like an 
analogue meter. Such “Trojan horse” 
“smart meters” have been previously 
reported on by www.stopsmartmeters.
org(See this link http://www.eiwell-
spring.org/smartmeter/StealthMeters.
htm.) I am not aware of electricity 
companies in NZ stepping to such 
lengths to deceive their customers 
into accepting “smart meters” – but 
perhaps that is due to the fact that most 
New Zealanders in areas where “smart 
meters” have been installed have not 
objected to receiving a “smart meter”. 

In the United States, there has been 
more opposition to “smart meter” roll 
outs, due to a large number of com-
munity groups dedicated to inform-
ing their fellow citizens about “smart 
meter” risks, and numerous commu-
nity screenings of the award-winning 
“smart meter” documentary Take Back 
Your Power. Here in NZ, resistance to 
“smart meter” roll outs has been slow 
to gain momentum. Part of the reason 
for this may be attributed to NZ com-
panies that are involved in the “smart 

The award winning “smart meter” 
documentary Take Back Your 
Power has increased people’s 
awareness of the health, privacy 
and financial issues associated 
with the “smart meter” roll outs 
taking place around the world.

http://www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz/latest-news/survey-of-people-adversely-affected-by-smart-meters/
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz/latest-news/survey-of-people-adversely-affected-by-smart-meters/
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz/latest-news/survey-of-people-adversely-affected-by-smart-meters/
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz/latest-news/survey-of-people-adversely-affected-by-smart-meters/
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org
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meter” roll out having learned from 
mistakes made by their counterparts 
in the electricity industry overseas. 
Recently, Julian Crawford, who is 
the leader of the Aotearoa Legalise 
Cannabis Party, described to me how 
he attended a marketing department 
seminar in 2013 at the University of 
Otago which featured Beth Karlin 
from the US-based Center for Uncon-
ventional Security Affairs. Ms Karlin, 
he stated, reported that “smart meters 
had met a lot of resistance in the US 
and she was working on communicat-
ing about smart meters in a way that 
would make their roll-out smoother in 
New Zealand.

“She dismissed the health concerns 
as essentially conspiracy theories but 
failed to address the privacy concerns. 
She promoted smartmeters as a way 
for people to monitor their own usage 
and see which appliances are using the 
most power. It’s based on an envi-
ronmental angle of reducing power 
consumption.

“Beth spoke about how Mercury 
Energy was rolling out smart meters 
to all homes regardless of whether the 
customer wanted them. This would be 
followed by the larger power compa-
nies. They aim to bring them in quietly 
with as little resistance as possible.”

Companies in NZ are able to legally 
install “smart meters” even though the 
RFR that they produce is a possible car-
cinogen because the government stan-

dard that governs the emission of RFR 
in the microwave range, NS2772.1: 1999, 
is designed to protect against thermal 
effects and shocks, rather than other 
potential adverse effects from exposure 
to microwave radiation, such as DNA 
damage, or cancer, for example. 

The electricity industry has effec-
tively been using NS2772.1: 1999 as 
a shield against criticism or public 
concern about exposure to RFR. Bank-
ing on the public trust in government 
standards, and the general ignorance 
about the very limited protection 
(i.e. from thermal effects and shocks) 
offered by NS2772.1: 1999, compa-
nies promoting “smart meters” often 
express the strength of pulses produced 
by “smart meters” as a percentage of 
NS2772.1:1999. 

Given that that at the 900 MHz 
frequency band in which many “smart 
meters” operate, NS2772.1: 1999 is in 
the region of approximately 4,500,000 
microwatts per square metre, many 
of the emissions from many “smart 
meters” can be expressed as small 
percentages of the standard. However, 
that does not mean that the emissions 
are harmless. A document from the 
website of lines company Network Tas-
man Ltd, which has begun installing 
Landis+Gyr E350 series “smart meters” 
in Golden Bay states that one foot 
away from a “silver spring”- enabled 
“smart meter” (such as may occur in 
the case of a meter mounted on a bed-

room wall) someone is exposed to 8.8 
microwatts per square cm (or 88,000 
microwatts per square metre). This is 
approximately 2% of the applicable NZ 
standard for RFR exposure.

These Landis+Gyr “smart meters” 
are also being installed by Coun-
ties Power in the South Auckland 
region and WEL Networks Ltd in the 
Waikato, this latter company choosing 
to call the meters “smart boxes”. 

In a recent publication “Network 
Update 2014” WEL Networks Ltd 
boasted that the “refusal rate” for its 
“smart boxes” was less than 1%. This 
may reflect not only clever marketing 
but the fact that the company’s website 
includes the following statement: “This 

This screen shot from Network 
Tasman Ltd’s website includes a 
misleading statement which gives 
readers the impression that the 
government requires existing 
electricity meters to be replaced.  
In actual fact, the Electricity 
Authority requires only that 
meters have a valid certification; 
the electricity industry is using 
this requirement as an excuse 
to fit “smart meters”, when they 
could re-certify existing meters 
or install new analogue (Ferraris) 
meters. Network Tasman Ltd 
removed the misleading statement 
once publicity was given to it by 
www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz.
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requirement for meter replacement is 
regulated by the NZ Government and 
must be completed nationally by 2015.” 
Naturally people in the WEL Net-
works Ltd area who do not know that 
there is in fact NO government law or 
regulation requiring anyone to accept 
a “smart meter” could accept the state-
ment on WEL Networks’ website at 
face value and believe that the installa-
tion of a “smart box” is compulsory.

While “smart meters” are designed 
to produce RFR intermittently, rather 
than constantly, the amount of RFR 
produced by the “smart meter” being 
promoted by Network Tasman Ltd is 
not trivial. To put the figure of 88,000 
microwatts per square meter into 
context, the upper limit for exposure 
to RFR suggested by the scientists 
who collaborated on the BioInitia-
tive Report (www.bioinititative.org) is 
1,000 microwatts per square metre.

The guidelines used by people 
trained in Building Biology consid-
ers any exposure to RFR over 1,000 
microwatts per square metre to be of 

“extreme concern”. (See http://www.
emfacts.com/2008/07/910-building-
biology-evaluation-guidelines/)

Moreover, while pulses of RFR from 
“smart meters” are usually brief, they 
can be frequent; as often as 7- 10 times 
per minutes in some cases, equating 
to 1,000s of pulses over 24 hours.(See: 
http://www.stopsmartmeters.org.nz/
government-and-electricity-industry-
positions/answers-to-questions-from-
network-tasman-ltd-part-1/)

Very little independent testing of 
in-use “smart meters” has been done 
in NZ; the testing that has been done 
has shown quite variable transmission 
patterns which may reflect the variety 
of different brands of “smart meter” 
on the NZ market – and the fact that 
“smart meters” here may not be operat-
ing at their potential capacity, given 
that the roll out is still in progress. 

How much exposure to RFR does it 
take to cause cancer or other symp-
toms? The answer to this question is 
that no one knows. The “roll outs” of 
“smart meters” around the world in NZ 

and other countries could be consid-
ered a huge biological experiment on 
the human race – and other living 
beings in our environment. 

Katherine Smith is the editor of  
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SNAKES 
on a drain

Victorian copperheads 
discovered living in NZ



Aug/Sep 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 33

N
ew Zealand’s centuries old reputation as a country with no snakes is at 
an end, after the owner of a gold prospecting company confirmed he’d 
encountered snakes on the rugged West Coast of the South Island.

Bob Radley, now retired, was prospecting in the Grey Valley with 
his geologist son in 1990 when they were clearing scrub from the tail-
ings and sluice of an old gold mine.

Radley says that he felt something on his arm and looked down to see a green and 
brownish snake coiling and writhing around his wrist.

“Such was my fright I immediately flung my arm out and sent the reptile flying down 
from the height of the sluice face to rocks at its base,” Radley said.

Stunned, the two men asked other colleagues in the West Coast gold mining industry 
and discovered “three others” had encountered the snakes.

“We reported our discovery to MAF,” Radley explained, “but they didn’t seem too 
interested”. While later doing some scientific work for the Crown Enterprise Landcare, 
which specialises in flora and fauna, Radley said he broached the subject with one of 
their senior scientists who confirmed they were aware of  reports of a small colony of 
snakes in the West Coast gold mining districts.

Radley identified his snake from photos as a Victorian Copperhead, a type capable 
of growing more than a metre in length and deadly, although the snake was shy and 
not generally aggressive, resulting in few interactions with humans even in its native 
Australia.

It’s believed the snakes arrived during the gold rush of the 1860s and 70s, when thou-
sands of miners emigrated from the Victorian goldfields to the West Coast, bringing 

We’ve all grown up with the idea there 
are no snakes in New Zealand, but 
that myth is about to be shattered. 
IAN WISHART reports
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 They tend to gather where prey is plentiful and 
a major part of their diet is frogs and tadpoles. 

As generalized carnivorous hunters and they 
will eat any suitable sized prey – including one 

another and even their own young!

their mining equipment with them on 
the many sailing ships that berthed at 
Hokitika and Westport. In those days 
there were no biosecurity checks, and 
any snakes that had stowed away in 
miners’ crates would get a free ride all 
the way up to the goldfields deep in the 
hinterland.

Radley, who holds a Ph.D, rejected 
any suggestion that the creature may 
have been an eel: “it was 150 feet above 
the stream level”, and he added he’d 
previously encountered snakes on his 
work in Australia and North America. 
“It was a snake,” he confirmed.

Biosecurity NZ, a division of the 
Ministry for Primary Industries 
which took over responsibility 

for exotic fauna from the old MAF, told 
Investigate it had no record of snakes 
naturalised in New Zealand, but was 
now investigating:

“MPI is not aware of a colony of 
Victorian copperhead snakes anywhere 
in New Zealand. An initial search of 
databases has not found any record of a 
notification of these snakes being made 
to the Ministry through its exotic pest 
and disease hotline.”

The department added that it recom-
mended anyone who “has seen these 
snakes makes a call to MPI’s free hot-
line on 0800 80 99 66 so that we can 
investigate this further.”

Biosecurity NZ said it would “make 
contact” with Bob Radley to discuss 
his sighting and that the file “is being 
passed to our investigators”.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health 
confirmed  it holds no antivenom capa-
ble of treating the bite of a Victorian 
copperhead. The only snake antivenom 
in New Zealand is held at Auckland 
Hospital and it is CSL Polyvalent Snake 
Antivenom, which is effective against 

sea snake bites. Manufacturer CSL says 
its “CSL Tiger Snake Antivenom” is the 
recommended product for copperhead 
bites. New Zealand has none.

The bad news is that after 150 years 
the cost of locating every snake on 
New Zealand’s West Coast would run 
to millions of dollars and man-hours, 
and even then would be unlikely to 
find them all. The good news is that 
there is no record of anyone being 

bitten by a copperhead in the 150 years 
they’ve been here, and they clearly have 
not bred to the point where the South 
Island is overrun with snakes.

An Australian snake website 
describes the Victorian copperhead as 
growing up to 1.8 metres (six foot) in 
length, “are highly venomous poison-
ous snakes native to the temperate 
territories of southern and eastern 
Australia. Well adapted to cooler 
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climates, they are the only Austra-
lian snake found above the snowline. 
These snakes prefer fertile wetland 
and swamp habitat and are known 
to congregate in large numbers when 
conditions are optimal. Excellent 
swimmers, Australian Copperheads 
are very much at home in river, swamp 
and marshland habitats. They tend 
to gather where prey is plentiful and 
a major part of their diet is frogs and 
tadpoles. As generalized carnivorous 
hunters and they will eat any suitable 
sized prey – including one another and 
even their own young!”

On the West Coast, their diet is 
expected to include possums and rats.

A search of old newspaper archives 
confirms snakes have been found in 
the wild in New Zealand in the past:

“The following is from the Bay of 
Plenty Times: Captain Bluett, A.C., 
inform us that some of his men were 

sawing timber at Oruatewehi, a place 
about two miles from Fort Galatea, 
they discoyered a snake, between three 
and four feet in length, holding on to a 
weta (native spider). The natives, who 
have an intense hatred and dread of 
snakes, unfortunately chopped it up 
there and then into mince-meat. Fortu-
nately, Sergeant Hall, of the A.C., who 
was in charge of the sawing party, saw 
the snake before its destruction, so that 
there cm be no doubt as to the authen-
ticity of the statement. We under-
stand that this description of snake is 
occasionally to be met with up north, 
but believe it is the first seen in the Bay 
of Plenty.” We are inclined to think 
Captain Bluett and his men have been 
deceived. This is not the first time that 
the reported finding of a snake has cre-
ated a lively discussion, but we never 
before heard that any description of 
snake was occasionally to be met with 
up North.” – Thames Star, 5 April 1875

A constrictor was caught in Auck-
land at Ellerslie.

Another report from 1892 records 
the capture of a two metre long 
“death adder” in Horowhenua – 

the snake was caught sucking milk from 
a cow. The Marlborough Express news-
paper says it was the third snake caught 
in New Zealand “in recent years”, and 
that in this case the farmer had recently 
emigrated from Victoria, Australia and 
assumed the serpent had hitched a ride 
in his belongings.

A two and a half foot long yellow and 
black snake was caught on a farm near 
Gisborne in 1889.

The earliest reported sighting of 
a snake in the wild in New Zealand 
comes from Pelichet Bay, North Dune-
din, in 1862:

“A gentleman informed us yester-
day that while walking on the banks 
of Pelichet Bay, he distinctly saw a 
snake gliding amongst the scrub. He 
described the snake as being about 18 
inches to two feet long, and stated that 
on attempting its capture, it darted 
swiftly across the road into the bush. 
There are no reptiles of this species 
indigenous to New Zealand, but it is 
just possible that small snakes may 
have found their way in some of the 
vessels from Australia. If our in for-

mant was correct in his opinion of the 
reptile, it is to be hoped that it will be 
destroyed, as the naturalization of two 
or three snakes in New Zealand, would 
soon lead to a large number of these 
unwelcome visitants, the dense under-
wood of this colony affording so much 
protection and concealment.” – Otago 
Daily Times, 14 June 1862

In 1892 two snakes were found to 
have escaped from two separate ships. 
One had come from Argentina to 
Timaru and an infant snake, only six 
inches long, was found writhing in the 
sand ballast discharged on the beach 
by the ship. What happened to its par-
ent or siblings on the long voyage from 
South America around Cape Horn is 
not known. Then a couple of weeks 
later, another infant snake was found 
on the beach at Oamaru, again from 
sand ballast, this time from a ship that 
had arrived from Queensland. The 
practice of ballast dumping on beaches 
had been common, and it was only the 
sharp eyes of witnesses in these two 
cases that spotted the intruders.

It wasn’t the first live snake that 
made landfall through ballast at 
Oamaru.

In 1894 residents of Queenstown 
were alerted after a snake was seen in 
the town:

“A slight sensation was created 
yesterday through the report, which 
was correct, that a snake had got loose 
in Queenstown. It appears that, on 
Wednesday morning last, while Mr 
George Reid of Messrs Reids’ Brewery 
establishment, was in the aerated water 
factory he saw what he asserts was 
a snake run out of the doorway. The 
reptile was about a foot long and of a 
dark brown or black colour, but it glided 
out so quickly that he had not time to 
observe it carefully. A long search was 
made immediately afterwards by four or 
five hands but no trace could be found 
of the creature. The only way Mr Reid 
can account for the undesirable impor-
tation is that it must have come in the 
straw of a crate of bottles from Victoria. 
It is some consolation that, if Madame 
Heller’s disclosure last night was cor-
rect, there is no prospect of an increase 
from his snakeship; and it is to be hoped 
that, unless despatched earlier, our next 
winter will give him the final despatch.”
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3 Logitech K830
Choosing the right home 

theatre keyboard can make 
a difference to your typing 
productivity and comfort. 
K830 allows you to see and 
type easily, even in the dark. 
There’s a time and a place for 
a mouse, we know, but it’s 
not your knee or the arm of 
your couch. K830 streamlines 
navigation in the living room by 
combining a wireless keyboard 
and mouse into one device. 
The Logitech Keyboard K830 
automatically dims or brightens 
its backlit keys based on the 
amount of light in the room, so 
you can type effortlessly in any 
lighting condition. Designed 
for the modern living space, 
this keyboard is compact and 
lightweight, with soft-feel keys 
that are optimized for media and 
entertainment control. 
www.logitech.com

1WorkForce WF-3640
Featuring fast business-

quality printing, 500-sheet paper 
capacity and a 3.5” colour touch 
screen, this WiFi Direct and 
Ethernet business printer is the 
perfect way to increase office 
productivity. The WorkForce 
WF-3640 offers automatic 
2-sided print/copy/scan and 
versatile paper handling including 
a 35-sheet duplex ADF and a rear 
paper feed to handle specialty 
paper including envelopes, labels 
and card stock. With up to 40% 
lower printing costs vs. colour 
lasers, the WF-3640 includes 
wired and wireless connectivity 
for easy networking plus, it 
features WiFi Direct to print and 
scan directly from your wireless 
devices. This model comes with 
a 35-sheet automatic document 
feeder and offers duplex print, 
scan, copy and fax functions. 
www.epson.co.nz

4Samsung NX3000
With state-of-the-art 

technical specifications housed 
in a retro design, the premium 
NX3000 is the perfect option 
for photography enthusiasts 
who want a stylish device 
that delivers crisp, high quality 
images, capturing life moments 
in stunning detail with ease and 
pleasure. The NX3000 comes 
with a powerful 20.3MP APS-C 
sensor,1/4000 shutter speed 
and 5fps continuous shooting, 
to capture beautiful photos in 
crisp clarity, at any time and from 
any location. With a focus on 
selfies, the Samsung NX3000 
features a convenient 3.0-inch 
Flip-up Displaywith Wink Shot. 
By simply opening the screen, 
framing a face in the display and 
winking, users can turn on the 
device and capture the perfect 
selfie in one hassle-free motion. 
www.samsungcamera.com

2HTC One mini 2
The HTC One mini 2 brings 

the iconic craftsmanship and 
best-in-class experience of the 
HTC One (M8) to those in 
search of a more compact model. 
Like true siblings, the HTC One 
mini 2 takes cues from the 
One (M8) with its own twist: 
A 5MP front-facing camera 
with countdown timer that 
guarantees high-quality selfies. 
To give those selfies an element 
of professionalism, the HTC 
One mini 2 also features Touch 
Up software for subtle beauty 
enhancements. The HTC One 
mini 2 is the perfect solution if 
you want a smaller Android phone 
that combines stunning design, 
build quality and powerful flagship 
features in a sleek and compact 
body. The One mini 2 will be 
available in Gunmetal Gray, Glacial 
Silver and Amber Gold.
www.htc.com

http://www.logitech.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.samsungcamera.com
http://www.htc.com
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3 Wellograph watch
Wellograph is an activity 

tracker, a heart rate monitor and a 
running watch in one that delivers 
live, insightful information about 
the wearer’s activity through 
simple infographic interface. At 
the watch back is a Tri -LED Heart 
Rate Sensor integrated into a soft 
spherical surface, which replicates 
the action of a doctor using his/
her fingertip to feel a pulse. This 
unique hardware design allows 
for an accurate reading of the 
heart signals. By looking at heart 
rate information in response to 
activities, you can see how your 
fitness has changed or improved 
over time. The better conditioned 
you are, the lower your resting 
heart rate is. The spherical 
sapphire crystal covers the entire 
front creating a stunning face that 
will remain intact from scratches 
and wear for years to come. 
www.wellograph.com

4 Lenco L-175
Lenco has a long history 

in producing turntables, and the 
L-175 is the result of careful 
research and design, combining 
the analogue world of vinyl audio 
with the digital world of modern 
technology and design. This high-
end product has a high precision 
direct drive motor, smooth glass 
top with 300 mm aluminum 
platter, and features a pre-amplifier 
and Moving Magnetic Cartridge on 
the pick-up arm. Furthermore, the 
Lenco L-175 also features high 
quality pick-up arm with adjustable 
counterweight enabling precise 
tuning of the needle pressure and 
precise mechanical arm lift. These 
extensive features are completed 
by a built-in anti-skating. Since 
Lenco passed into Dutch hands at 
the end of the nineties, more than 
1,5 million record players have 
been sold worldwide.
www.lenco.com

1 Surface Pro 3
Barely tipping the scales 

at 800gs, the new 12-inch 
Surface Pro 3 has all the power 
and performance of a premium 
laptop in a thin and lightweight 
design. It also comes with the all-
new Surface Pen which delivers 
a natural writing and drawing 
experience. Featuring a gorgeous 
12-inch display encased in a sleek 
magnesium frame, Surface Pro 
3 is the thinnest and lightest in 
Pro family. Refined to its essential 
elements, Surface Pro 3 is as 
beautiful as it is functional so 
you can stay productive from 
anywhere. Just slip it into your 
bag or backpack and go. Pre-
loaded with Windows 8.1 Pro, 
you can install your favourite 
desktop software, including the 
full Microsoft Office Suite and 
thousands of programs created for 
the Windows platform. 
www.microsoftstore.com

2Braun cruZer6
This sleek 3-in-1 shaver, 

styler and trimmer turns any facial 
hair into a stylish beard, giving you 
a close shave, neat trim or defined 
edges. The cruZer6 face boasts 
the cutting-edge technology 
and performance of a Braun dry 
shaver and combines it with a 
twistable trimmer for styling 
and an adjustable attachment 
for cutting your beard to four 
different lengths. Moreover, the 
cruZer6 face’s innovative wet 
& dry technology makes it a 
convenient shaver for use under 
the shower. cruZer6 face was 
designed to give you an extra 
smooth clean shave in fewer 
strokes. The extra wide shaver 
head allows you to conveniently 
shave larger areas while the 
advanced SmartFoil technology 
efficiently captures hair growing 
in different directions.  
www.braun.com
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Rugged Smartphones

$579 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Corning Gorilla Glass
4.3 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1.2GHz Quad Core CPU
1GB RAM
8MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $549 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, WiFi, 3G, GPS, Bluetooth
IP68 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.15GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$299 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 2G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP57 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p174.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p155.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p177.html


$569 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $399 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$219 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Quad-band GSM 2G Rugged Phone
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Dual sim (runs Vodafone and 2Degrees together)
Click here to view specs or purchase 

 $199 FLOATER | Vodafone

2G only 
This phone actually floats!
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
Flashlight
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p179.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p178.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p176.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p181.html


40 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Aug /Sep 2014

Amazon.com Inc. has finally launched its 
own smartphone, the Fire, that at its core is 
a hub for all things Amazon.

Fire is the latest addition to the e-commerce 
behemoth’s deep arsenal of products and services 
and brings together many of those wide-ranging 
interests in one compact device. It’s a way to tie 
consumers to the company by making the phone 
a one-stop shop for buying products on Amazon, 
listening to songs on Amazon Music, watching 
shows via Prime Instant Video, and purchasing 
and reading Kindle e-books.

“There’s a logic to it,” said Mike Levin, a part-
ner at Consumer Intelligence Research Partners. 
“They used to be basically an online retailer. And 
now they’ve created a much more integrated set of 
products and services that meets people’s needs for 
more than just buying goods.”

In unveiling the phone, which had been rumored 
for years, Chief Executive Jeff 

Bezos said the Fire “puts 
everything you love about 
Amazon in the palm of 
your hand – instant access 
to Amazon’s vast content 
ecosystem and exclusive 
features.”

The smartphone costs 
$200 for a 32-gigabyte ver-
sion and $300 for a 64 GB 

version, both with a two-
year contract – higher than 
expected given Amazon’s 

history of pricing its hardware 
relatively cheap. AT&T will be 
the only carrier for the phone, 
which will be released July 25.

Speaking to a crowd of media 
representatives and consum-
ers at a launch event in Seattle, 
Bezos said the company put a 

“huge effort” into perfecting 

the phone’s design. Available in black, it closely 
resembles the look of the Apple iPhone 5S. It boasts 
a 4.7-inch HD display, 13-megapixel rear-facing 
camera and five front-facing cameras.

Amazon faces a major battle to capture the 
attention of consumers, who have overwhelmingly 
settled on Apple or Samsung phones and have 
spent years downloading apps and personalizing 
their devices.

“It’s a really tough space,” said Julie Ask, an ana-
lyst at Forrester Research. “But the prize is also really 
big. There’s no doubt mobile phones are becoming 
the primary engagement point for consumers.”

The odds of a third player breaking through, as 
Microsoft has learned with its Windows Phones, 
are long even for companies with deep pockets. The 
once-ubiquitous BlackBerry all but disappeared 
during the past few years.

According to ComScore, 167.9 million people 
in the U.S. owned smartphones during the three 
months that ended in April. Apple was the No. 
1 smartphone maker, with 41.4 percent of the 
market. Samsung followed with 27.7 percent. LG, 
Motorola and HTC rounded out the top five, each 
with market share in the single digits.

Colin Gillis, a technology analyst at BGC 
Financial, said the Fire doesn’t really offer any-
thing radically new in terms of pricing or contracts 
that would entice customers to toss aside iPhones 
or Galaxies they have owned for years. He said 
Amazon would be lucky to sell 5 million this year, 
compared with the 37 million iPhones Apple sold 
in its most recent quarter.

Still, some analysts argued that the number of 
phones sold may be the wrong way to evaluate 
Amazon’s efforts.

“I wouldn’t define their success by volume,” Ask 
said. “There’s a lot to be gained for Amazon by 
what they’re going to learn from this, and what 
they’ve already learned. And the phone stays close 
to their core business, which is media and retail. 
They’re playing to their strengths.”

tech by andrea chang & chris o’brien

New Fire Phone a hub  
for all things Amazon
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Indeed, the Fire smartphone contains several media and 
shopping features that Amazon hopes will differentiate it 
from the rest of the pack.

For one, it makes shopping for products on Amazon eas-
ier. Bezos showed off a built-in feature called Firefly, which 
can recognize images, products, text and audio and connect 
smartphone users with a quick way to buy those items.

For example, a user can use the Fire to take a photo of a 
retail product – such as a book, DVD or CD – and the device 
will then find the item in Amazon’s database and provide 
details and purchasing options. Taking a photo of a book will 
pull up a screen that enables the user to buy it as a Kindle 
e-book, as an audiobook, or as a hard copy via Amazon.com.

Firefly, Amazon said, can recognize more than a hundred 
million items. It also works with voice activation, and can 
recognize music, artwork, Web and email addresses, phone 
numbers, QR codes and bar codes, Amazon said. There is a 
dedicated Firefly button on the side of the phone.

Bezos highlighted the phone’s capabilities with video and 
music streaming.

“Can we build a better phone for our most engaged 
customers?” Bezos asked the crowd. “Can we build a better 
phone for Amazon Prime members?”

Another big feature of the Fire Phone is Amazon’s 
“dynamic perspective,” which changes the view of an image 
with a new sensor system that responds to the way users 
hold, view and move the phone.

Dynamic perspective recognizes where a user’s head is 
relative to the device, which Bezos said would create a more 
immersive experience, one-handed navigation and gestures 
“that actually work.” It also responds to tilting motions, 
which can make the screen scroll faster.

The phone has Amazon’s Mayday feature built in, so any-
time a user needs help using the phone, he or she can press 
the Mayday button and be connected to a customer support 
rep in 15 seconds or less, 24/7, Bezos said.

Fire Phone users will receive free unlimited photo storage 
on Amazon’s cloud drive. They’ll also have the ability to take 
a photo even when the screen is off.

Amazon said it would offer 12 months of Amazon Prime 
free with the purchase of a Fire Phone for a limited time. 
Prime, which typically costs $99 a year, includes Amazon’s 
video streaming service, its recently launched music stream-
ing service and free two-day shipping.

Bezos displayed a chart that showed Prime member-
ships had exploded over the last year, a crucial indicator for 
the company because those customers tend to spend more 
money on Amazon.

Bezos showed off a built-in 
feature called Firefly, which can 
recognize images, products, 
text and audio and connect 
smartphone users with a quick 
way to buy those items
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Exploring real events
JAMES COOK’S NEW WORLD
By Graeme Lay
Fourth Estate, $37.00
James Cook’s New World is the second 
of a trilogy about the three great voy-
ages of Captain Cook, often regarded 
as the greatest nautical explorer in 
history. In this second voyage, Cook 
traversed some 70,000 miles or nearly 
three times the circumference of the 
globe – the longest voyage yet made by 
any expedition. Lay’s first Cook novel 
– The Secret Life of James Cook – was 
a thundering good read, its triumph 
being the reconstruction by Lay of the 
explorer’s private journal to his wife 
plus convincingly researched nautical 
and geographic detail. The sequel has 
much the same strengths and is even, 
arguably, the better of the two, though 
like the first, occasionally marred by 
the use of somewhat banal dialogue 
when characters meet each other. In 
counterbalance, Lay shows off his dia-
logue skills in more extended deliveries 
of character-revealing talk.

The novel follows the traditional 
novelist’s scheme of giving a full 
account of all the minor drama leading 
up to the major drama of the voy-
age itself which begins around page 
90. Some might think this leads to a 
disproportionate leanness of space 
for the account of the circumnaviga-
tion, but the pleasing density of Lay’s 
prose makes the remaining 228 pages 
more than rich enough. All the same, a 
Bryce Courtenay or a James Clavell (or, 
indeed, Eleanor Catton) would have 
given the reader more than double that.

The main items in the pre-voyage 
pages include the vicarious lechery 
of the influential Lord Sandwich, 
the meeting with King George III, 
but above all, the greedy self-centred 
demands of the sinfully rich Joseph 
Banks in wanting an extra deck to 
accommodate numerous servants. 
Here, as in many important matters, 

let us be thankful Cook got his rational 
way – the extra deck, which would 
have made the vessel dangerously top 
heavy, was removed, prompting Banks 
to lose and his temper and pull out. 

Banks was replaced by Johann 
Forster, an irritable (and irritating) 
Lutheran pastor, a bully and a moral 
fusspot who turns out to be, if any-
thing, a bigger pain than Banks would 
have been. Like several of the crew, he 
decides to bring a monkey on board 
as a pet and then remonstrates with 
Cook when the cold of the southern 
ocean results in its freezing to death. 
His charming son George is much 
more amiable. Another important 
presence on the good ship Resolution 
was William Hodges, the resolute and 
capable painter who records various 
sights including a huge waterspout. 
Then there is Hitihiti, the Tahiti-based 
translator who proves invaluable on 
Cook’s many landfalls.

Although Banks, Dalyrymple and 
King George were all convinced – or at 
least highly hopeful – of Cook finding 

bookcase by michael morrissey

the Great Southern Continent, the great 
explorer was much more cautious and of 
course his first voyage had not produced 
the desired positive result. As it turns 
out, there was no such entity – only the 
great ice mass beyond the Antarctic 
circle, which did in fact, secretly house 
the yearned for land mass, but at a lower 
degree of latitude than envisaged. So, by 
a pleasing paradox, Cook both dis-
proved the conventional location of the 
Great Southern Continent, but unwit-
tingly found it. Cook’s largest actual 
discovery was New Caledonia, an island 
of over 7000 sq miles.

The journey itself is thrilling both 
in detail and incident as Cook and 
crew moor at island after island in 
the Pacific. The high point of nautical 
adrenalin is reached when the Resolu-
tion nearly drifts onto a reef bringing 
back bad memories of the time they 
did so on the first voyage. Cook rapidly 
shouts orders and the crew responds. 
Throughout the book, Lay convinces us 
– and I have no doubt of it – that Cook 
was a great leader of men, scrupulously 
fair, and the first circumnavigator to 
bring back a crew without a single loss 
of life to scurvy. Cook was also loyal 
to his wife Elizabeth, patiently waiting 
back in England. The crew, alas, were 
not so chaste but humanly who can 
blame them? Especially when Polyne-
sian women made it clear they were 
readily available albeit for the minor 
payment of a nail.

The re-creation of Cook’s personal 
journal is a major accomplishment on 
Lay’s part, and is in dramatic contrast 
to the laconic style of his (Cook’s) 
official entries for the admiralty. That 
cannibalism occurred (which is denied 
only by a few nutty anthropologists) is 
dramatically made clear with at least 
four mentions including one such in 
front of Cook’s eyes. Cook, unsurpris-
ingly, emerges as a strong-willed man, 
of high moral scruples, yet tough when Using the question and answer format, 

it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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he needed to be. An envoy of colonial-
ism? Of course – how could he not be? 
But his aim of introducing crops and 
farming of animals to New Zealand 
was surely benign.

The cruelest irony Cook had to 
endure was to discover that a John 
Hawkesworth – significantly a friend 
of Banks – had written a Banks-biased 
and inaccurate account of his voy-
ages. So furious was Cook that he shot 
the volumes of Hawkesworth with 
his Brown Bess musket. Still angry 
nonetheless, his rage was only mildly 
appeased when he was told Hawkes-
worth had suddenly died. The novel 
concludes with him reassuring his wife 
he will never leave his family again. 
With the hindsight of history, we know 
this turns out not to be so.

A criticism of the book’s design is that 
the map of Cook’s voyages, does not 
include latitudes, and is too large for the 
format – the far east and west sections 
of his trajectory are cut short. Also the 
book’s gutters draw in so sharply, that 
most of New Zealand is obscured –
shock, horror! One anachronism is the 
mention of Banks’ intellectual property 
– the term did not gain currency until 
well into the nineteenth century and 
only recently came into common usage. 
On balance, minor matters. 

The two novels about Cook’s voyages 
are proving to be Lay’s highest achieve-
ment to date. There remains the third 
novel to follow which will cover the great 
explorer’s third great voyage also, alas, 
his death at the hands of the Hawaiians.

THE BASSETT ROAD 
MACHINE-GUN MURDERS
By Scott Bainbridge
Allen & Unwin, $36 99
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Or was 
it rat-tat-tat-tat-tat? Five heavy calibre 
bullets were found in two dead bodies 
in a house at 115 Bassett Rd, Remuera, 
Auckland. It was December 1963. Sum-
mer was in full swing and the bodies 
were ripe before they were discovered. 

Were the victims dispatched with a 
pistol? No – the bullets were identified 
as coming from a Reising sub-machine 
gun. So it was rat-tat-tat? No – it was 
Bang x 5 because the machine gun had 
been set on single shot mode. “Chicago 
Comes to Auckland” screamed a Truth 

there was a fisticuff, but no one had 
been murdered with a Reising sub-
machine gun. Until now. 

The victims were identified as the 
aforesaid George Knucklehead Walker 
and Kevin Speight. Both were known 
criminals. The police initially thought 
Walker was the real target and that 
Speight was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. Later, they reversed that 
view. But there was still no real clue 
as to who the murderer was. Oddly 
enough – only in New Zealand! – it 
was Rob Muldoon, future Prime Min-
ister of New Zealand, who provided 
the first breakthrough. The assassin 
John Gillies, had been boasting about 
his deed and Muldoon, via a third 
party, got wind of it. Also Ron Jorgen-
son, who was to mysteriously disap-
pear many years later, was involved.

It was originally believed that the 
motive for the killings was a turf war 
over the sly grog dens, but as investiga-
tion by Bainbridge continued, it came 
to light that another prime motive for 
murder was at work – sexual jealousy. 
Gerald Wilby, an older man, was 
involved with Mary Napira who had 
met and fallen for Speight. The upshot 
was that Gillies was paid 1000 pounds 
(nearly $40,000 in today’s money) to 
get rid of Speight. Leading criminal 
lawyer Peter Williams always main-
tained Jorgenson was not an accom-
plice to the twin murders. However, 
the jury found him guilty. Subse-
quently, Gillies made the startling 
claim that Lola (not her real name) 
was with him and not Jorgenson, but 
the general consensus was it was more 
likely to have been Jorgenson. 

Outlined above are the bare bones 
of the case. As thoroughly explored 
by Bainbridge, the full picture was 
extremely complicated and involved 
lots of other swishy Auckland identi-
ties, assorted nightclub and criminal 
folk – forming a labyrinth of intrigue 
and counter intrigue This is a fasci-
nating and well-researched book that 
would make an ideal present for any 
guy who wears his overcoat pulled up 
around his neck, sports a George Raft 
hat, and chews a matchstick. And, for 
that matter, anyone else who enjoys 
reading about the darker side of life 
from the safety of an armchair. 

headline. The city and the nation were 
in shock. And I, a timid law student, 
working in a government office, was 
in shock. There were only about eight 
murders a year (now almost one a 
week) though none were of the gang 
execution type. Who were the dead 
men and more importantly, who were 
their killers? And was this the begin-
ning of a series of similar murders?

The best of Auckland detectives, nota-
ble among them John Hughes swung 
into action. Hughes was a tough police-
man – a talented amateur boxer who 
knew how to deliver a knuckle sandwich 
to a crim reluctant to cough up a confes-
sion. In other words, the cops were as 
tough as the crooks, if not tougher. As 
related expertly and thrillingly by Bain-
bridge, the public were barely aware that 
in Auckland there was an underworld of 
“gangsters” who dressed in suits, wore 
Trilby George Raft-style hats rakishly 
angled over their brows and spoke in 
pseudo-American accents. They even 
had gangster-style names like Too Fats 
Smith, Diamond Jim Shepherd, Frank 
the Tank, Machine Gun Shaw, Knuckle-
head Walker. They could be racketeers, 
fraudsters etc, or were involved in 
running beer houses or sly grog dens in 
order to cater for the thirst of patrons 
emptied out of bars onto the street at 6 
pm every night. The police were aware 
of these establishments and raided them 
from time to time, whereupon new 
houses would spring up. Occasionally, 
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E d Sheeran’s new album grew 
out of a question: What if James 
Taylor made a club record?

That’s what the young British singer-
songwriter said Pharrell Williams 
asked while the two were working on 
“Sing,” the lead single from Sheeran’s 
“x.” Then, Sheeran recalled, the rain-
making pop producer made a predic-
tion: “’People would go nuts for it.’”

It’s an unlikely recipe for success for 
Sheeran, who slowly built a devoted 
fan base in this country with plaintive, 
modestly scaled folk songs like “The 
A Team.” A sympathetic ballad about 
a troubled woman, the tune sold more 

than 2 million downloads and was 
nominated for a Grammy Award for 
song of the year.

Nuts, though, is precisely what people 
have gone for “Sing,” Sheeran’s big-
gest hit to date and a track he said was 
modelled on the crackling soul-funk 
sound of Justin Timberlake’s solo debut, 
“Justified.” The singer performed the 
song for an enthusiastic crowd at the 
Hollywood Bowl, where he headlined a 
concert presented by L.A.’s 104.3 MYfm. 
And the single helped drive “x” to No. 
1 on the iTunes chart as soon as the 
album was released.

The anticipated follow-up to Sheer-

an’s 2011 debut, “+” (call the records 
“plus” and “multiply”), “x” reflects 
that rise to pop stardom, which also 
included a stint opening arena gigs for 
his friend Taylor Swift. Beyond “Sing,” 
the album features glossy collabora-
tions with other top 40 veterans such 
as Rick Rubin and Benny Blanco, 
known for their work with Jay Z and 
Katy Perry. But “x” also seeks to pre-
serve the thoughtful-misfit vibe that 
won Sheeran his most ardent admirers.

“I have weird tattoos and weird 
hair – I’m a weird person,” he said 
backstage at the Bowl. Dressed in jeans 
and a characteristically rumpled shirt, 
Sheeran, 23, was curled up on a small 
sofa in a dressing room crammed with 
the luggage of a jet-setting musician. 
“And I don’t think I’ve lost that yet.”

To the extent that some of Sheeran’s 
new songs address subjects not typi-
cally found on pop radio – or address 
familiar ones with an uncommon 
intimacy – he’s right. In “Afire Love” 
the singer recounts his grandfather’s 
descent into what sounds like Alzheim-
er’s disease, while “The Man” worries 
about the temptations that accompany 
celebrity status.

But not everything is so dark. Like 
“+,” “x” comes loaded with tenderly 
phrased love songs such as the hushed 
“Tenerife Sea” and “Thinking Out 
Loud,” which pairs a lyric about a 
steadfast romance – “When my hands 
don’t play the strings the same way / I 
know you will still love me the same” 
– with a classic-sounding soul-rock 
arrangement.

As graceful as they are cleverly 
constructed, these tunes would’ve fit 
on the earlier album, which Sheeran 

music by mikael wood

Ed Sheeran: 
Pop stardom’s thoughtful misfit
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said was more or less how he thought 
“x” would turn out before he began 
working on it. “But then you start 
getting calls from people like Rick 
Rubin and Pharrell Williams,” he said, 
“and you start thinking, ‘Do I stick 
with what I know or do I take these 
opportunities?’”

He described the studio experience 
as one of trial and error, recalling a 
session with Williams where he turned 
down the producer’s first nine ideas. 
Finally, he allowed Williams (who 
oversaw much of Timberlake’s “Justi-
fied”) to persuade him to try writing 
over the beat that became “Sing.”

“He was like, ‘People enjoy listening 
to your music, but you don’t have any-
thing that makes them want to dance,’” 
Sheeran said. “I figured there wasn’t 
any harm in trying it.”

“Ed is a process guy,” said Williams. 
“That’s where you see his attention 
and his diligence go, into the singing 
and playing. He doesn’t care about the 
paint job – he cares about the motor.”

Yet Sheeran is also closely attuned to 
the realities of his business. He spoke 
with obvious knowledge about how 
many people he played to – and how 
many of his records they bought – while 
on the road with Swift. He talked about 
the difficulty of getting a ballad on top 
40 radio when the format is already 
playing someone else’s (“There’s only 
ever a slot for one,” he said).

And though “x” expands his sound 
considerably, he insisted he has no 
immediate plans to ramp up his live 
show, which consists of Sheeran, his 
acoustic guitar and a bank of looping 
pedals he operates with his feet. The 
stripped-down presentation distin-
guishes him from flashier acts, he 
reasoned, and it helps keep costs down.

He’s equally forthright about his 
ambition for the new album and its 
world tour. “I’m on the right trajec-
tory,” he said, adding that stadium 
shows like those Swift plays are “defi-
nitely the next step.”

“Ed’s first album left him room to 
grow into,” said Ben Cook, president 
of Sheeran’s U.K. record label, Atlantic 
Records. “This one has a real scale to it.”

Meeting those goals requires more 
promotion and glad-handing than he 
used to do, but he’s making more music 

than ever too. In his dressing room at 
the Bowl, Sheeran said he had a studio 
booked the next day to write three 
songs for David Guetta, the French 
dance-music star. “I’ve got three hooks 
to do for rappers, as well,” he added.

Asked if he thought he was in danger 

of burning out, he replied, “I think if 
I were, I would’ve done it a long time 
ago. And to be honest, I want that – I 
want to one day run out of steam and 
just chill.” He laughed. “But right now, 
the spark’s definitely full flame. I’m 
raring to go.”

And though “x” expands his sound 
considerably, he insisted he has no 
immediate plans to ramp up his live show
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movies by roger moore

Punching above its weight

H is hair is long and black, his 
wardrobe has generous help-
ings of leather – wrist wraps, a 

vest. He is Native American and rides a 
motorcycle through the desert South-
west as if he was born to do just that.

Who is this hero and what is his 
quest?

That’s the intuitive first reaction to 
Jason Momoa and Road to Paloma, a 
film he stars in, co-wrote and directed, 
a simple yet spiritual biker-on-the-run 
odyssey that punches above its weight, 
thanks to compelling performances, 
serene moments of quiet and the 
most gorgeous cinematography of any 
American film this year.

Momoa plays Robert Wolf, and the 
FBI wants him. A crime was com-
mitted against a loved one, and the 
criminal wasn’t punished. Wolf had his 
revenge.

“I couldn’t let him walk free,” Wolf 
explains to his father. Dad’s a Mojave 
Reservation police officer, a man who 

makes ceremonial knives as a hobby.
And since he’s played by Wes Studi, 

and thus has gravitas and credibility, 
we know he would never turn in his 
son long before he comes out and says 
that.

Momoa’s quest takes him South, 
and then North. He meets his Mojave 
family, and a companion biker on the 
road. Cash, played by co-writer Robert 
Homer Mollohan, is a hard-drinking 
two-fisted guitar player who isn’t above 
skipping out on the bill at a diner. Not 
Wolf.

They exchange poetic banalities 
about how “It’s not about the bike. It’s 
about getting on the road and bein’ 
free.” They dabble in unsanctioned 
brawling for cash, help people and 
Wolf, at least, has a romantic encoun-
ter with an exotic beauty driving an 
antique pink Cadillac (Momoa’s wife, 
Lisa Bonet). All the while they’re 
pursued by a reluctant, Mojave-savvy 
Fed (Chris Browning) and the hard-

case agent determined to bring Wolf to 
justice (Timothy V. Murphy).

What makes this simply simplistic 
story work is Momoa’s Eastwood-like 
love of silence. Rarely is an unneces-
sary line uttered, the back story is 
slowly and deliberately filled in and 
we’re never given more plot than is 
needed. Momoa brings a Studi-like 
stillness to Wolf, which helps us forget 
that elaborate hairdo he has to keep out 
of his eyes.

And director of photography Brian 
Andrew Mendoza is a revelation – 
scene after scene of stunning images 
painted in sage and mesquite, tur-
quoise skies and vermilion sunsets as 
backdrops to some of the most daz-
zling scenery any motorcyclist could 
ever hope to ride through.

Call it a vanity project or bargain 
basement movie mythos, but no 
hard-boiled biker picture ever looked 
or sounded like Road to Paloma. The 
production credit for WWE – World 
Wrestling Entertainment – just ampli-
fies how unexpected and out of char-
acter this extraordinary-feeling and 
-looking genre picture is.

ROAD TO PALOMA
Cast: Jason Momoa, Robert 
Homer Mollohan, Lisa Bonet,
Directed by: Jason Momoa
Running time: 91 mins
Rating: R for language, nudity, 
drug use and violence
GG

Call it a vanity project or bargain 
basement movie mythos, but no hard-
boiled biker picture ever looked or 
sounded like Road to Paloma
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S nowpiercer is a veritable United 
Nations of sci-fi films. Directed 
by the Korean Bong Joon-Ho 

(The Host), based on a French graphic 
novel and with a cast built around 
Captain America (Chris Evans), Oscar 
winner Octavia Spencer, Tilda Swin-
ton, Jamie Bell and Song Kang-Ho (of 
The Host), it’s a visceral, exhilarating 
action satire set aboard a train – the 
last train, the only train on an Earth 
that has frozen over thanks to a 
botched effort to stop global warming.

The politics are as simple as the plot. 
The train powered by “The Eternal 
Engine” has to keep moving to keep 
the last survivors on Earth from 
freezing. In the front are the rich, 
the powerful. They have servants, 
armed protection and control of all 
the resources. In the back, “The Tail 
Enders,” “free-loaders” in this soci-
ety, are fed gelatinous protein bricks, 
beaten down, abused and misused, 
constantly reminded to maintain their 
“pre-ordained particular position.”

“Order” is what this train needs, the 
martinet Mason (Tilda Swinton, doing 
a Margaret Thatcher without the pol-
ish) barks. It’s what the mysteriousMr. 
Wilford, “the divine keeper of the 
sacred engine,” demands.

It has been like this for 17 years, ever 
since the Earth froze over and life went 
extinct. The train, a stop-gap built 
to pierce snowdrifts on a vast track 
that spans the continents, rattles and 
hurtles on. But Curtis (Evans), his side-
kick Edgar (Jamie Bell) and their guru 
Gilliam (John Hurt) have other ideas. 

They plan to lead the latest attempt to 
storm the engine and take over.

Curtis may say “I’m no leader.” 
Heroes in movies and the comic books 
they’re based on often do. And he may 
“suffer from the misplaced optimism 
of the doomed.” But when the Front 
fascists come, measuring tape in hand, 
and grab a few right-size children 
(Spencer is the fierce mother of one of 
them), the revolt begins.

Bong Joon-Ho stages the bloody 
brawls, confined to the narrow cars of 
a very long, very fast train, as thrilling 
set pieces. They’re little slices of 300 or 
your favorite samurai or sword fight-
ing movie. This is fast-motion or slow 
motion slaughter with clubs and axes, 
in the light or in the dark. The deaths 
are gory, personal and excruciating.

The quest of the bedraggled tail-
enders feels like a bloody The Wizard of 
Oz set on a Runaway Train, with each 
section they assault a revelation.

The anti-hero of The Host, Song 
Kang-Ho, plays an electronic security 
“specialist” addicted to the drug of 
choice on this eternal train, opening 
security gates to cars with food and 

water, luxury and comfort, hedonism 
and health care.

Snowpiercer was delayed due to 
a rumored battle over the final edit 
and running time, and it does tend to 
dawdle as it rattles toward the climax 
we can see coming. It’s more an instant 
cult film than a picture with any prayer 
of reaching millions.

But for all its lapses in logic, all its 
lunatic touches, you have to appreci-
ate the sheer audacity of any action 
movie that starkly lays out the planet’s 
growing gap between the have-nots, 
and the “haves,” who stress “order” and 
“balance” and stability as priorities 
everyone should share.

“That’s what people in the best place 
say to people in the worst place.”

SNOWPIERCER
Cast: Chris Evans, Song Kang Ho, 
Tilda Swinton, Octavia Spencer, 
Jamie Bell, John Hurt
Directed by: Bong Joon-Ho 
Running time: 126 mins
Rating: R for violence, language 
and drug content
GGGG

For all its lapses in logic, all its lunatic 
touches, you have to appreciate the 
sheer audacity of any action movie that 
starkly lays out the planet’s growing gap 
between the have-nots, and the “haves”
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Her crime – while being Christian all 
her life – being convicted of apostasy 
because her father, whom she has not 
seen since childhood, was Muslim. Her 
husband is an American citizen. 

Ibrahim’s case raised international 
outrage, with Britain’s Prime Minister 
David Cameron branding it barbaric, 
and the Times campaigning for her 
release. Contrast this with the way 
we New Zealanders have been simply 
fobbed off by Prime Minister John Key 
and Foreign Affairs Minister Mur-
ray McCully when asking what steps 
our government intended to take to 
effectively protest against the Sudan 
government condemning a Chris-
tian woman to death for honouring 
her religious beliefs. This is the same 
Murray McCully whose handling of 
the Malaysian diplomat’s alleged sex 
offence has been regarded as inept and 
incompetent.

The crux of McCully’s eventual reply 
to me, arriving two months later, is 

padded with the usual waffle about 
New Zealand being a strong supporter 
of freedom of religion or belief, etc. It 
states that while we “…monitor the 
human rights situation globally” (all 
talk and no action, as we know) “it 
would be unusual and inappropriate 
for New Zealand to directly involve 
itself in African states‘ judicial pro-
cesses…(we do) not have diplomatic 
representation in Sudan. However, the 
New Zealand government continues 
to press for the recognition of human 
rights, and in this particular case, urge 
(sic) Sudan, via multilateral represen-
tation, to uphold their international 
human rights obligations.”

What does he mean by “multilateral 
representation”? – essentially weasel 
words, a cover-up for the fact that, 
shamefully, we have made no public 
protest at all. In other words, this is 
not only a typical politician’s letter, 
but dodges the fact the New Zealand 
government did manage after all to 

directly involve itself “in African states’ 
judicial processes” when it squeezed 
out a protest recently about the impris-
onment of three Al Jazeera journalists. 
Governments know it’s a good idea to 
show solidarity with journalists…but 
a woman giving birth chained to the 
floor? – Our government apparently 
couldn’t care less.

There are so many instances now 
of our political masters well and truly 
keeping their heads down in the face of 
the bullying, worldwide, of those brave 
enough to oppose State and cultural 
oppression. What about murderous 
Islamic practices such as the recent 
stoning to death in Pakistan of the mar-
ried and pregnant Farzana Parveen, in 
front of the High Court in Lahore, by 
her own father and family? Watched by 
the police themselves (in this instance 
not participating) along with lawyers 
and others passing by, it was because 
she had married a man other than the 
one her father had chosen. 

Every year, because of such barba-
rous traditions – conveniently ignored 
by those drumming up the virtues 
of “diversity” and braying for open 
immigration – several hundred utterly 
revolting and similar killings take 
place in Pakistan, now being copycat-
ted in the UK, where police have too 
long preferred not to know. Over-late 
in the day, British Prime Minister 
David Cameron admits that Britain has 
been too tolerant of Islamic radicalism, 

When Meriam Ibrahim, her little son in prison with her, was recently shackled to a 
prison floor in Sudan, condemned to death in two years’ time for being a Christian, she 
was kept fastened in leg chains while giving birth to her new daughter. 

This is not the country for which our parents 
and grandparents fought. And in too many 

aspects of our national life to enumerate 
here, the sell-out not only of their principles, 

but of our land, our housing, our farmland 
and scenic treasures continues apace

This morally and politically 
derelict government shames us
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allowing violent rhetoric to flourish. 
Questions about British identity have 
at last shot up the political agenda, 
with over-liberal theorizing about 
immigration topping voters’ concerns. 
Australia also now has a problem 
policing correspondingly oppressive 
practices by Muslim men against their 
wives, daughters and sisters. 

Prime Minster Key is fulsome in his 
praise of New Zealand and Communist 
China’s much-vaunted close relation-
ship. But an Asian reminder of the 
Three Monkeys invokes those who turn 
a blind eye to evil. For all the supposed, 
behind-the-scenes, hard questioning of 
China about its appalling human rights 
record, many New Zealanders doubt 
that our government does anything of 
the sort. If so, why not openly?

 Chinese political activist Hu Jia 
points out that by striking deals with 
China, “Western leaders…are help-
ing a tyranny victimise its subjects.” 
One of China’s leading dissidents, he 
has accused Britain and other West-
ern countries of “doing business with 
the Nazis” as the Communist Party 
crushed commemoration of the 1989 
Tiananmen Square uprising. Accord-
ing to those who witnessed the butch-
ery of 25 years ago, little has changed in 
China. Under house arrest in Beijing, 
Hu Jia has urged Western leaders to 
take a longer-term view in dealings 
with the government of President Xi, 
pointing out that in the lead up to this 
year’s anniversary, there has been an 
even greater roundup of dissidents, 
activists, liberal academics, and human 
rights lawyers. And every time this 
happens, our New Zealand govern-
ment keeps its head well down.

This is not the country for which our 
parents and grandparents fought. And 
in too many aspects of our national 
life to enumerate here, the sell-out not 
only of their principles, but of our land, 
our housing, our farmland and scenic 
treasures continues apace. Incredibly 
enough, why does a toothless OIO have 
no mandate whatsoever to consider the 
detrimental effects to New Zealanders 
of any bid for foreign ownership? 

We now have the reality of more 
than one non-New Zealander regarded 
as picking the eyes out of this country, 
as with James Cameron, 59, a Cana-

dian, who applied for residency in 2012 
under Immigration New Zealand’s 
Investment Plus category, restricted 
to people investing more than $10 
million. It is reasonable to ask why 
our legislation has been framed so 
that our best assets can be snapped up 
by overseas owners, disadvantaging 
New Zealanders themselves. Cam-
eron, whose film Avatar apparently 
emphasised strong resistance to private 
ownership, is buying up the Wairarapa, 
having acquired dairy farms, a walnut 
orchard, a lake, a heritage building 
and a number of other land deals all 
automatically rubberstamped. He is on 
the hunt for more.

New Zealanders, now basically 
disenfranchised, have virtually no 
say in the directions in which we are 
going. However, rightly mistrustful of 
all political parties, we can take heart 
from the soft revolution in Britain 
which has UKIP reaching out to all, 
right across the political spectrum 
– as does our own 100 Days – Claim-
ing Back New Zealand imitative. Not 
surprisingly, our support is not coming 
from politicians, nor the conspicuously 
wealthy, but from New Zealanders 
themselves, countrywide.

I am proud that our mailouts are 
subscribed to by UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage – and that our prior initiative 

in spreading this achievable way of 
claiming back this country has now 
been enthusiastically taken up in 
Australia, acknowledged in Professor 
David Flint’s co-authored book – Give 
Us Back Our Country.

To take on board the reality of what 
has happened, so that New Zealanders 
now find unattainable even basic pro-
duce, goods and services our parents’ 
generation took for granted – and 
how privatisation is a failed mantra, 
free enterprise having morphed into 
government domination and corpo-
rate capture – access our latest Post at 
www.100days.co.nz – What have they 
done to our country?

If you care about tactical voting to 
win back our country from political 
domination – join us, to see how it can 
be done. Since when has it been enough 
to simply complain? 
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