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Ironically, he should have seen it com-
ing. His own book, early on, warns that 
dirty politics usually favours the right 
because it motivates the right to vote. 
How right he was.

Labour got decimated, the Greens got 
mauled. Internet Mana got destroyed. 
Nicky and his publisher got rich.

Enter Sergeant Schmitz, aka Kim 
Dotcom, with what John Key called 
his “sound and light show” the Mon-
day before the election. There were 
indeed moments of light. Special 
guests Edward Snowden and Glenn 
Greenwald illuminated some of the 
secret surveillance that New Zealand is 
involved in.

Sure, John Key denied the GCSB 
were spying on New Zealanders, but he 
couldn’t rule out that the Americans 
were not conducting mass surveillance 
of New Zealanders.

I first spilt the beans on this back 
in 1995, in my first book, The Paradise 
Conspiracy (which, ironically, Nicky 
Hager cited as one of his inspirations 

Blinded by the light
Who would have thought, when serial ambusher Nicky Hager dumped his Dirty Politics 
book into the middle of an election campaign, what the results would be. Sure, Nicky 
and his publisher earned a cool half a million dollars in sales, but Nicky didn’t do it with 
the expectation of returning John Key to power with an even bigger majority.

The interesting parts of Snowden’s revelations 
were overshadowed by the spectre of Kim 

Dotcom giggling like a fraulein and failing to 
nail John Key as promised

Editor

for writing his first book Secret Power), 
and followed it up in much more detail 
in Totalitaria.

The spy agencies have a deal where 
they get around domestic anti-surveil-
lance laws by spying on each other’s 
citizens. In that way, John Key can say 
hand on heart the GCSB doesn’t do 
mass surveillance on Kiwis. It doesn’t, 
the Americans do. The GCSB spies 
on people overseas in terms of its Five 
Eyes responsibilities.

Nevertheless, the interesting parts of 
Snowden’s revelations were overshad-
owed by the spectre of Kim Dotcom 
giggling like a fraulein and failing to 
nail John Key as promised.

If you thought this election was all 
about manipulating the public, take a 
look inside this issue at how our kids 
are being manipulated. Forget dirty 
politics, get agitated by dirty education 
tricks.

We send our kids to learn how to 
read, write and count. Instead they 
come back home wearing Al Gore ‘save 

the bears’ badges and chanting Bud-
dhist mind control mantras.

How has it come to this?
John Ansell’s Treatygate website 

recently attained a stunning scoop 
with an essay from a high school 
teacher forced to leave New Zealand to 
find an honest job. He was staggered at 
how mythology about the Treaty and 
our past is being forced into the heads 
of teacher trainees so they regurgi-
tate it to your children in class, even 
though it is patently wrong.

You can’t get a job as a teacher 
anymore, he says, without swearing 
allegiance to the Big Lie.

Read it and weep.
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HOLDING GARRETT TO ACCOUNT #1
What rock have you been living under, David Garrett? Your assertion that 
fracking has been happening in New Zealand “without problems of any 
kind” (Fracking Rubbish – June/July) is outrageous. At Shell Todd’s Kapuni 
operations there is a ‘plume of dissolved phase hydrocarbons in shallow 
groundwater” beneath five well sites.(1) And don’t forget the contaminated 
soil debacle which also took place at Kapuni: six well sites used unlined pits 
to store and burn off chemicals for over a decade.(2) Tag Oil at Ngaere were 
flaring illegally for at least ten months in 2012 despite telling locals it would 
only be done in an emergency.(3)

Let’s not pretend fracking chemicals are ‘harmless or inert’ either. For 
example, Biocides are widely used and a quick look at the MSDS show bio-
cide BE-6 is an acute and chronic health hazard, should not be allowed to 
enter waterways and is toxic 
to fish at 41 PPM.(4) Up until 
2005 diesel based fluids 
which contain the toxic 
components BTEX were 
being used.(5) As well as 
fracking fluids, wastewater 
often contains radioactive 
materials such as arsenic, 
lead and strontium which 
are forced up from under-
ground. Landfarming or 
spreading of drilling waste 
on farmland received bad press when earlier this year animals were back 
on Taranaki pasture shortly after fracking waste had been spread, despite 
Landcare’s research recommending it should not be used for a year after-
wards. Fonterra has refused to collect milk from any new landfarms citing 
huge costs for testing(6).

In New Zealand the oil and gas industry pretty much regulate and moni-
tor themselves. The public is not notified when consents are given, councils 
are unable to decline applications, and their requirements for environmen-
tal monitoring for air and groundwater quality are haphazard.(7)

Mr Garrett seems to equate a pristine environment with the greenness 
of a paddock, blissfully unaware that analysing PPM of chemical residues 
or Becquerels of radiation is not done with the naked eye. Let me tell you 
David, the patches where cows sh*t are always the greenest.

Toni Reid, Ararimu, South Auckland, references supplied

Garrett responds: “Ms Reid purports to have much greater scientific knowl-
edge than me, and has consulted an impressive array of sources. How-
ever her reference to arsenic and lead as ‘radioactive materials’ suggests a 
lack of knowledge of basic chemistry. While both compounds are indeed 
poisons, neither is radioactive – in fact lead has long being used as a shield 
for radioactive material. Ms Reid cites no evidence that pollution by either 
chemical has occurred in the New Zealand drilling industry”

HOLDING GARRETT TO ACCOUNT #2
Oh dear. Mr Garrett has it all wrong. The worst thing about the 21st century is 
amateurs commenting on matters of Religion and Religious History without 
any background knowledge or context of seventh century Arabia. And no, 
five minutes skim reading cyber space articles is not serious research. 

However if he had bothered to peruse even the Wikipedia entry on the 
Quran then he would have picked up that there are indeed two phases to the 
Muslim scriptures: those verses and chapters revealed in the city of Mecca COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques
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Spirula spirula, Rottnest Island, 

In the first cove beyond the Basin
As the oyster-catchers turn the weed
And the waves are full of light,
My wife and I collect them: Spirula spirula,
The little post-horn, the little white
Rams’ horn shells, washed here in millions
From the deep deeps far away.

Into this sunny, unpeopled bay,
Shells of tiny archaic squids.
At night, tail-lights aglow, they rise
To the upper 200 fathoms. 
To die and end here, in the tangled green.
Perhaps 30
Living specimens have ever been seen.

Always some unity on this island
To link us with the strange. Mystery and mundane
Touch here.

Later the old Catholic priest, in his house on a little hill,
Gives us scones with his home-grown fig-jam.

Hal G. P. Colebatch

POETRY

and those of Medina. The Meccan verses are early in the 
Prophet Muhammed’s Ministry and focus on preach-
ing monotheism and morality, and rejecting Henothe-
ism and Polytheism. After being chased out, effectively, 
Muhammad took refuge in Medina where he was 
appointed ruler. In this later stage the revelations intro-
duced changes to the existing social customs and prac-
tices that following his death became the partial basis of 
Islamic law in the modern sense. When Muhammad and 
the Muslims or Medina were physically attacked by the 
rather savage Pagans of Mecca and barbaric Bedowin of 
the desert, then matters did indeed “turn ugly” and the 
revelations, naturally, reflect the urgent need to survive – 
fight the unbelievers with vigour!

Can I assume someone from the Muslim minority 
will be offered an opportunity to reply to Mr Garrett’s 
“material”? Or anyone from a University religious stud-
ies department – these are, after all, 101 Introductory 
questions and issues.

Abdullah Drury, Auckland

Garrett responds: “I have no doubt that Mr. Drury has 
a far greater knowledge of the history of Islam than me. 
However, that is completely irrelevant to the argument I 
make, which is that very bad things happen to western 
societies which allow Muslims to form more than 2% of 
the population. I note that Mr Drury does not address 
that issue at all. That is what my article was about, not 
what Mohammed might or might not have done in 
Medina in the seventh century when attacked by ‘sav-
age pagans’ or bedowins.”

SUPPORT FOR GARRETT
Thank you for two brilliant stories: David Garrett’s and 
John McLean’s. 

I appreciated very much Mark Steyn’s, and Ian’s about 
Winston Peters, also.
Thanks again.

Barry Tomlin, Via email

AND NOT
I rarely contribute to forums such as this. However we 
live in unprecedented times. 

It is disappointing to read an article by David Garrett 

in support of fracking (June/July issue).
We are the caretakers of our environment and we are 

destroying this environment at our peril.
This is the result of misleading information by those 

with vested interests.
Many free energy technologies have been withheld 

for decades.
It is easy to source such information.

Lynn Dorrian, Via email

THE MYSTERY OF DOUBTFUL SOUND
Interesting, I presume the story is done and dusted 
now but in around 1976 I worked for the NZ Ministry of 
Works as a Survey technician. We were asked to go on a 
“secret mission” all very hush hush. Ended up being an 
underwater survey of Deep Cove / Doubtful Sound in 
Fiordland. 

The cover story was that the government was looking 
to build a drilling rig there and tow it out to sea to drill 
off the SW NZ coast as a backstop to negotiations on 
tendering the drilling rights for the southern basin. Now 
I’m wondering if there wasn’t a different explanation?

Name supplied, Civil Engineer

Editor’s response: The letter relates to a story this 
magazine published in 2000 about US nuclear subma-
rines entering Doubtful Sound, and highlighted in the 
new Winston biography
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All the while, the entire apparatus of 
the state, from the political class to the 
police to the “child protection” agen-
cies, looked the other way – for fear 
of appearing “racist” or “Islamopho-
bic”. The BBC describes the predators’ 
actions as “brazen”, which it certainly 
was. They would turn up at children’s 
homes, select the ones they wanted, 
and drive off with them:

The carer, who wished to remain 
anonymous, claimed staff were 
reluctant to intervene in some cases 
for fear of being classed as “racist”.

So the individuals who presided over 
this regime destroyed the lives of 1,400 
people in their care, and have paid no 
price for it. Indeed, some have been 
promoted, and put in charge of even 
more children: Sonia Sharp, who was 
head of child services in Rotherham, 
is now in an equivalent position Down 

Under for the entire state of Victoria.
Meantime, the fear of being per-

ceived as “racist” prevails even in the 
news stories about how terrible it is 
that nobody did anything. As James 
Delingpole explains, if you have to 
get specific about the perpetrators, 
the preferred euphemism is “Asian”, a 
word that in Fleet Street doesn’t mean 
Chinese or oriental but persons deriv-
ing from the Indian sub-continent. 
This is, apart from anything else, 
grossly unfair to Hindus. The men who 
raped and tortured these girls were, 
in Rotherham as elsewhere, mostly 
Muslims of Pakistani and Bangladeshi 
origin. And their victims were not.

And the queasy reluctance among the 
fearless knights of the media to state the 
truth anywhere north of the 20th para-
graph helps explain why this happened, 
and why it will happen again.

In After America, I have a little passage 
in which I look back at the early 21st cen-

tury from a decade or two hence. You’ll 
note the reference to Yorkshire and 
“young men in northern England”:

“Forgetfulness occurs,” Lee Harris 
wrote, “when those who have been 
long inured to civilized order can no 
longer remember a time in which 
they had to wonder whether their 
crops would grow to maturity with-
out being stolen or their children 
sold into slavery by a victorious foe.” 
They would soon be reacquainted. 
Der Spiegel was fretting over the 
internal contradictions of sexual 
hedonism in a multicultural age: 
Can you have thousands of young 
men in northern England in loveless 
marriages to women they never 
previously knew from their fami-
lies’ home villages back in Mirpur 
living alongside underdressed Brit 
slatterns staggering around in mini-
skirts and fishnets?

Not without consequences, not for 
a while. As a culture of unbounded 
sexual license for women surren-
dered to one of greater constraints, 
the sex ed and restroom copula-
tion and hymen reconstruction 
faded from the scene in Berlin and 
Amsterdam and Yorkshire. But a 
world full of male frustrations will 
always find a market for sex slav-
ery... We were returning to an age 

Mark Steyn

Recently I appeared on Michael Graham’s radio show to discuss, among other things, the 
appalling revelations from Rotherham, a drab town in South Yorkshire in which over the 
course of a decade and a half some 1,400 girls (as young as 11) were “groomed”, drugged, 
raped, traded and, occasionally, doused in petrol and threatened with being set alight.

In France, according to an ICM poll, one in six 
people “support” ISIS. Likewise, in Rotherham, 

child sex slavery went mainstream – 
accepted as a feature of life by the police, the 

bureaucracy, the local council...

Islamic migration 
enslaving UK kids
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where crops are stolen and children 
enslaved.

As a headline in the impeccably 
non-far-right Spiegel wondered: 
“How Much Allah Can The Old 
Continent Bear..?”

As Islam well understood, for an 
enfeebled west, incremental pre-
emptive concession was the easiest 
option. To do anything else would 
have been asking too much.

Talking with Michael Graham, I said 
this is the same story as those young 
“American” lads from Minneapolis 
volunteering to go to Syria and Iraq 
and saw the heads off anyone who gets 
in their way: These are young Muslim 
men for whom life in the west merely 
intensifies their revulsion to it. We 
wonder how it is that a seven-year-old 
boy raised in the Sydney suburbs can 
suddenly be all over Twitter holding 
up the trophy head his “Australian” 
dad has just sliced off. But for a certain 
segment of the population decapita-
tion has gone mainstream: In France, 
according to an ICM poll, one in six 
people “support” ISIS. Likewise, in 
Rotherham, child sex slavery went 
mainstream – accepted as a feature of 
life by the police, the bureaucracy, the 
local council...

Old-school thugs – Mubarak and 
even Saddam – felt obliged to lie to the 
world: no, no torture going on here; 
we’re civilized men, just like you. But, 
as in Rotherham, the ISIS lads are 
“brazen” about it – they’re in your face 
about offing your head. And it’s worked 
for them: The more they post decapi-
tated victims on Twitter and Facebook, 
the more followers they get in the “civi-
lized” world. In an ill advised choice 
of words, the Prime Minister David 
Cameron said, “We need to tackle the 
ideology of Islamist extremism head 

on” – because trying to do it with your 
head off doesn’t seem to be working out 
for those poor fellows in Mosul.

But what does “head on” mean? I was 
listening to Congressman Peter King 
on the radio the other day discuss the 
issue of American and other western 
Muslims sallying forth to fight for ISIS, 
and his warnings about jihadists with 
western passports being able to move 
freely within Europe and North Amer-
ica made a lot of sense. But I had the 
uneasy feeling, as with Cameron, that 
the upshot would be a world in which, 
in five or ten years’ time, it will be 
more difficult and burdensome for law-
abiding persons to fly from London to 
New York a two-day business meeting 
or from Toronto to Athens for a week 
in the Greek islands. In other words, 
the political leadership of the western 
world will attempt to micro-manage 
the problem through the panopticon 
security state.

Underneath the watchful eyes of 
the digital panopticon, however, the 
Islamization of the west will continue. 
Not every Muslim wants to chop your 
head off. Not every Muslim wants to 
“groom” your 11-year-old daughter. But 
these pathologies nest within Islam, 
and thrive at the intersection of Islam 
and the west. As long as Islam is your 
biggest source of population growth – 
to the point where Mohammed is now 
the most popular boy’s name in Oslo 
– you’re not “tackling” the issue, and 
certainly not “head on”.

In a bizarre column even for the 
post-Conrad National Post, Afsun 
Qureshi suggests the best thing you 
could do to lessen the likelihood of 
being set upon by Muslims is to learn 
to recite the shahadah, “a testimony 
to the identity of Allah as the one 
true God, and Muhammad as his 
prophet”. She might be right. Wearing 

a burqa might help, too. Or the shalwar 
kameez. On the other hand, most of 
those Syrian men paraded through the 
desert in their BVDs to their rendez-
vous with death knew the shahadah, 
and a fat lot of good it did.

To recite the shahadah when you’re 
accosted on the streets is to accept the 
basic premise of your attackers – that 
Islam now has universal jurisdiction. 
There’s way too much of that already. 
In essence, the entire establishment of 
a South Yorkshire town accepted that 
the cultural mores of Islam superseded 
whatever squeamishness they might 
otherwise have about child rape.

That’s not a small concession. As 
recently as the 18th century, 25 per cent 
of all unmarried females in Britain’s 
capital city were whores; the average 
age of a prostitute was 16; and many 
brothels prided themselves on offer-
ing only girls under the age of 14. In 
the 1790s, a “good man” could stroll 
past an 11-year-old prostitute on a 
London street without feeling a twinge 
of disgust or outrage; he accepted her 
as merely a feature of the landscape, 
like an ugly hill – as the burghers of 
Rotherham appear to have accepted 
it. A century later, there were still 
child prostitutes, but there were also 
charities and improvement societies 
and orphanages – and the Victorian 
innovation of a “social conscience”.

The morality of the Victorian era 
was hard-won. Last month happened 
to be the 255th birthday of William 
Wilberforce, the backbench Member 
of Parliament, about whom I have a 
word to say in my forthcoming book. 
As he wrote in 1787, “God Almighty 
has set before me two great objects: the 
suppression of the slave trade and the 
reformation of manners.”

We know about the first of those 
great objects: Wilberforce did more 
than any other single human being 
to help eradicate slavery from most of 
the world. The latter goal, which we’d 
now call “changing the culture”, was 
perhaps even tougher. Then as now, 
the Church of England was feeble and 
fainthearted and, for the most part, no 
more use than those Aussie Anglicans 
who’ve publicly pledged this week, in 
the usual one-way multifaith mush, 
to “love Muslims”. Yet Wilberforce 

Not every Muslim wants to chop your head 
off. Not every Muslim wants to “groom” your 
11-year-old daughter. But these pathologies 

nest within Islam, and thrive at the 
intersection of Islam and the west 
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pulled off his “reformation of man-
ners” – to the point where we, chil-
dren of the 20th century, now mock 
our 19th-century forebears as uptight 
prudes, moralists and do-gooders. In 
fact, 19th-century Britons were for the 
most part no better or worse than their 
great-grandparents. As I suggested to 
Michael Graham on the radio, most 
people don’t think in terms of “good” 
or “evil”, they go along with whatever 
the prevailing mores are.

So now, in the new multiculti 
Britain, the child sex trade is back, as 
part of the rich, vibrant tapestry of 

diversity – along with Jew-hate, and 
honour killings, and decapitation porn. 
The solutions to the internal contradic-
tions of multiculturalism are (a) David 
Cameron’s expanded security state; 
(b) Afsun Qureshi’s universal prostra-
tion before Islam; or (c) an end to mass 
Muslim immigration. The last is too 
obvious for any viable western politi-
cian ever to propose it.

That leaves Wilberforce’s “reforma-
tion of manners” – on a scale he never 
contemplated, and with a self-segregat-
ing community extremely resistant to 
outside influence. Meanwhile, leaders 

such as David Cameron keep hoping 
that somehow all these excitable young 
men with their surplus energies will 
embrace “British values”, without ever 
being able to say what these “British val-
ues” are, other than the stuff Yorkshire 
schools teach as the source of all the 
evils in the world – imperialism, racism, 
colonialism, etc. And even as we dither, 
in Rotherham and elsewhere, Islam is 
already reforming our manners. As I 
wrote the other day, slowly, remorse-
lessly, we are becoming them.

© 2014 Mark Steyn
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Why the noose will never return
From time to time a particularly horrible murder gives rise to strident public cries 
to “bring back hanging”. Some years ago I wrote a book that advocated the return of 
capital punishment for our worst murderers. 

David Garrett

There are a number of reasons why the 
return of capital punishment will never 
happen – and fifteen years after my 
book was published, for a number of 
reasons, I am totally comfortable with 
that reality.

The most cogent argument against 
any reintroduction of capital punish-
ment is mistakes – “the wrong man” 
argument. While there was never any 
case in the history of capital punish-
ment in New Zealand where a seri-
ous “wrong man” argument could be 
mounted, our record since abolition in 
1961 is a disturbing one.

Despite the continuing obstinate and 
pig headed attitude of the police, there 
is no doubt at all that Arthur Thomas 
was twice convicted on planted 
evidence, and once that evidence is 
ignored, there is little or nothing to 
suggest he in fact murdered Harvey 
and Jeannette Crewe. Twenty years 
later, David Bain was able to convince 
the Privy Council that he had not had a 
fair trial, and he later convinced a jury 

that he was not guilty of the murder 
of his parents and three siblings. Mark 
Lundy has similarly convinced the 
Privy Council, and in my view will 
probably be acquitted at his retrial for 
the murder of his wife and daughter. 

For a country our size, that is an 
awful lot of possible mistakes in forty 
years, and is very much worse than 
the position in Great Britain where, 
of the 800 or so executions in the 20th 
Century, only one – that of Timothy 
Evans – is now known to be a “wrong 
man” case. For many years, support-
ers of one James Hanratty pressed for 
a posthumous pardon on the grounds 
that the wrong man had been executed 
in 1961. Matters progressed to where 
Hanratty’s corpse was exhumed – and 
modern forensic evidence techniques 
conclusively proved that the murder 
weapon was wrapped in a handkerchief 
bearing only Hanratty’s DNA.

The next factor which ensures 
capital punishment will never return is 
modern sensibilities about the ulti-

mate penalty. Put shortly, I believe the 
majority of “non judgmental” young 
people, vegans, pacifists and Green 
Party voters would never return a 
guilty verdict in a murder case, no 
matter how heinous the crime, or how 
convincing the evidence.

Although it is little known, the 
Kingdom of Tonga – 1500 kilometres 
north of us – still has the death penalty 
as a discretionary sentence for murder. 
The last time it was used was in 1982, 
when three men were hanged for the 
particularly brutal murder of a young 
man. There was no doubt of their guilt, 
and the sentence was duly carried out, 
the then Minister of Police acting as 
the hangman.

For twenty years thereafter there 
were no murder convictions in Tonga. 
The clerics in that highly religious 
country told their congregations that 
if they were on a jury in a capital case, 
and they found the man guilty, two 
things would happen: he would be 
hanged (which is not necessarily true 
since the sentence is discretionary) 
and they would be just as guilty as the 
murderer, and consigned to fire and 
brimstone on judgment day.

The result was a string of what law-
yers call perverse verdicts – verdicts of 
manslaughter when quite plainly the 
facts supported a finding of guilty of 
murder. I recall one case in particular 
where a soldier suspected his wife of 
having an affair. He broke into the 

While there was never any case in the 
history of capital punishment in New 

Zealand where a serious “wrong man” 
argument could be mounted, our record 

since abolition in 1961 is a disturbing one



Oct/Nov 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 13

armoury at his barracks, stole a fire-
arm, and then drove to his wife’s place 
of work. He then held her hostage for 
some hours while he tried to get her to 
confess to adultery. Finally, he shot her 
in the back of the head. The verdict? 
Manslaughter.

While in largely secular New 
Zealand clerics have nothing like the 
influence of their Tongan counterparts, 
I believe that for the reasons I have 
outlined above, a similar phenomenon 
would occur here. I have no doubt that 
jury pools would be liberally sprinkled 
with persons who solemnly swore to 
return a verdict of guilty of murder if 
the evidence supported such a finding, 
but in fact would never do so – even if 
the death sentence was discretionary 
as in Tonga, rather than mandatory, as 
it was here during the time of capital 
punishment. (In fact, many sentences 
of death were commuted by the Cabi-
net of the day, thus making the punish-
ment particularly capricious).

The next reason the death penalty 
will not return – and nor do we need 
it to – is legislative changes over the 
past twenty years or so. Although we 
still hear calls for the introduction of 
degrees of murder, in reality that is 
exactly what we already have, in prac-
tice if not in name. 

The presumption remains that the 
sentence for murder is “life imprison-
ment”, but in practice imprisonment for 
life is almost never the case. The first 
change was to clarify that “life impris-
onment” meant a sentence of at least ten 
years before a convicted murderer could 
be eligible for parole. For forty years 
after the abolition of capital punishment 
in 1961, “life” could mean just about 
anything, and murderers who had their 
death sentences commuted were often 
paroled in as few as five years.

The next major change was to 
introduce a mandatory minimum Non 
Parole Period (NPP) of seventeen years 
where it was successfully argued that a 
murder with any of the various “aggra-
vating factors” listed in s.104 of the Sen-
tencing Act 2002 had been committed. 
Such factors include if there is evidence 
of lengthy planning; where the murder 
had been committed for money; or 
where it is especially heinous and cruel. 

New Zealand judges are still some-

what more lenient than their Austra-
lian and British counterparts: the high 
point of minimum NPP’s remains 
William Bell’s sentence of life with a 30 
year minimum NPP for the triple mur-
der at the Panmure RSA in 2001. New 
Zealand judges do now hand down 
NPP’s of 20 years or so for murders 
which meet the requirements of s.104, 
but this is uncommon.

The final legislative provision was 
made in 2010 in the Sentencing and 
Parole Reform Act, which is chiefly 
known for introducing “three strikes”. 
While the media and public attention 
was on that provision, the Bill included 
an amendment to the Sentencing Act 
which allows for the imposition of a 
sentence of Life Without Parole (LWOP) 
in cases where no finite minimum NPP 
would serve the interests of justice. 

There have not so far been any sen-

tences of LWOP, and legal commenta-
tors believe it would take a case of mass 
murder – like the Aramoana murders 
of 1990 – or a political assassination to 
prompt New Zealand judges to impose 
LWOP. Such a sentence is of course 
routine and even mandatory in many 
States of the US.

So no, the noose will in my view 
never return in New Zealand, nor does 
it need to. Although I believe Judges 
could show more intestinal fortitude 
in cases which fall under s.104 and 
impose sentences of thirty or even 
forty years or more as their brethren do 
across the Tasman, the legislative posi-
tion is now the correct one. Especially 
when we have a police force who seem 
incapable of getting it right in every 
case of murder. Without that, the pros-
pect of a reintroduced death penalty 
becomes chilling indeed.
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Air campaign against  
ISIS won’t work
One of the most absurd and half-baked geopolitical decisions in recent memory, 
based on totally erroneous intelligence, has come back to bite us – yet again. The 
overthrow and hanging of Saddam Hussein was based on his non-existent nuclear 
weapons, coupled with a harebrained decision to disband the Iraqi army.

Arnaud de Borchgrave

This, in turn, led to the Islamic State’s 
decision to recruit these former 
Iraqi officers to run the parts of Iraq 
those bloodthirsty extremists have 
conquered.

When IS collapsed the new, U.S.-
trained Iraqi army last June, capturing 
much of its U.S.-supplied equipment, 
an unknown number of Iraqi officers 
signed up with IS.

Many of IS’ officers are former Iraqi 
officers who served under Saddam 
Hussein and were barred from rejoin-
ing the new Iraqi army.

The purge of Saddam’s Baath party 
led to the permanent dismissal of many 
of its members who had joined if only as 
a precondition to getting a decent job.

Three months before the 2003 U.S. 
invasion, senior U.S. officials dis-
counted advice from knowledgeable, 
pro-American Iraqis not to disband the 
Iraqi army. Keep the army together and 
you’ll be out of there in six months, 
advised one prominent Iraqi.

This reporter heard the senior 

Pentagon official’s response: “Our own 
best information is that the liberation 
of Baghdad will be very much like the 
liberation of Paris after the invasion of 
Normandy.”

We got Iraq wrong from Day One 
– and we keep digging a bigger hole, 
which began when we built a $1 billion 
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, as large as 
Vatican City, for a U.S. Proconsul, long 
since abandoned.

In 2011, Libya was a similar geopo-
litical boondoggle. It has now ceased 
to exist as a state. 1.8 million Libyans, 
almost a third of the population, have 
fled to Tunisia, including hundreds of 
wounded from both sides in a civil war 
that borders on total anarchy.

France is now calling for action – spe-
cifically, air bombing – to bring Libya 
to heel. French aircraft were the first to 
strike Libya after NATO’s 2011 decision 
to assist an anti-Khadafi rebellion.

The world has witnessed countless 
examples of how bombing and strafing 
do not win wars.

In the Vietnam War, Operation 
Rolling Thunder, a sustained bombing 
campaign against North Vietnam, did 
not dent the Hanoi regime’s deter-
mination to conquer South Vietnam 
and reunify the country that had been 
divided following France’s defeat at 
Dienbienphu.

And at Dienbienphu, the French had 
air superiority and a well-entrenched 
garrison of 13,000 – but 10,000 sur-
rendered after a long bloody siege 
that ended with their close-quarter 
encirclement.

North Vietnam was a firm believer 
in boots on the ground as a precondi-
tion for battlefield success.

Carpet bombing of Germany in World 
War II did not bring about the Nazi 
defeat. It was a ground invasion from the 
Soviet Union and the allied invasion of 
Normandy that turned the tide.

The allies had air dominance after 
destroying Hitler’s air force. But that 
still didn’t guarantee success. It was a 
tough, bloody slog across France, the 
Netherlands, Belgium’s Battle of the 
Bulge, and Germany all the way to 
Berlin. Yet most of Germany’s major 
cities had already been decimated by 
U.S. and British bombers.

And back in northern Iraq and Syria, 
fighting IS from the air simply forces 
them to change tactics.

Despite current resistance in the 

The purge of Saddam’s Baath party led 
to the permanent dismissal of many of 

its members who had joined if only as a 
precondition to getting a decent job
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White House and Congress, one can-
not fight IS from the air alone. A suc-
cessful campaign to eradicate IS also 
requires a de facto deal with the much-
maligned Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad based on the time-tested adage 
that the enemy of my enemy is my 
friend, albeit temporarily.

IS is now a well-entrenched fanatical 
force of up to 30,000 fighters, lavishly 

bankrolled by funds seized from banks 
in Mosul. It captured everything from 
tanks and armored personnel carriers 
to mortars and heavy machine guns 
that the U.S. had supplied to the poorly 
trained, reconstituted Iraqi army.

Retired Gen. John R. Allen, the for-
mer top U.S. commander in Afghani-
stan, is to lead the overall effort against 
IS. “What we are facing in northern 

Iraq is only partly a crisis about Iraq”, 
he said this month. “It’s about the 
region and potentially the world as we 
know it.”

And this is to be done with U.S. 
bombing alone coupled with what 
we now know are ill-trained and ill-
equipped Iraqi troops, supplemented 
by reluctant Arab friends.

No way.
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I
t could be the biggest case of 
electile dysfunction in recent 
New Zealand history. Only 
in New Zealand’s tolerant, 
liberal arms could a convicted 
fraudster, hacker and porn 

king – with a string of aliases and the 
FBI on his tail for alleged copyright 
piracy – not only seek refuge but start 
up a political party and win the hearts 
and minds of the mindless generation, 
only to go down the gurgler after fail-
ing to deliver.

Kim Schmitz, alias Kim Jim Tim 
Vestor and better known as Kim Dot-
com, arrived in New Zealand in 2010, 
and Investigate magazine was the first 
media outlet to fully publicise his past. 
The enduring mystery, in the wake of 
the election, is how Dotcom managed 
to get residency here at all.

At the stage of our 2010 investiga-
tion, Dotcom was still on a visitor visa 
but had taken a lease on New Zealand’s 
most expensive home, the former 
Chrisco mansion in Albany, valued 
north of $35 million.

The magazine revealed Dotcom’s 
most recent convictions had happened 
only seven years earlier, meaning they 
did not fall within the ‘clean slate’ 
period for immigration. Nonetheless, 
Immigration New Zealand approved 
Doctom’s residency despite red flags. 
The SIS files record that people in high 
places wanted the residency approved.

It was the stuff conspiracy theorists 
dreams are made from. Was Dotcom’s 
residency approved by the Government 
so he would be a sitting duck target for 
a planned FBI raid? Did John Key, as 
minister in charge of the security agen-

cies, know about this in advance?
Cue “The Moment of Truth”. For 

more than a month, Dotcom and his 
Internet Mana supporters teased the 
media and the public with hints that 
Key would be blown out of the water, 
shown up as a liar, five days out from 
the election at a Dotcom extravaganza 
in Auckland.

Cue karma, reap what you sow, call 
it what you like. On the afternoon 
of Monday 13 September, the New 
Zealand Herald broke the story of what 
Kim Dotcom was planning to ‘reveal’ 
– an email from Warner Bros.’ Kevin 
Tsujihara to the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation’s Mike Ellis, dated 27 October 
2010:

“We had a really good meeting with 
the Prime Minister. He’s a fan and 
we’re getting what we came for. Your 

It’s all over, including the shouting, but the impact of John 
Key’s stunning re-election victory will be felt for months. 
IAN WISHART looks at the impact of dirty politics on the 
poll, and how it turned seeming winners into losers…

KIM.CON 
Failure to Launch
HOW A FUGITIVE ALMOST HIJACKED A NEW ZEALAND 
ELECTION, AND WHO GOT BURNED IN THE BACKDRAFT
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groundwork in New Zealand is paying 
off. I see strong support for our anti-
piracy effort.

“John Key told me in private that 
they are granting Dotcom residency 
despite pushback from officials about 
his criminal past. His AG will do 
everything in his power to assist us 
with our case. VIP treatment and then 
a one-way ticket to Virginia.

“This is a game changer. The DOJ 
is against the Hong Kong option. No 
confidence in the Chinese. Great job.”

It was a game-changer alright. 
Within minutes Warner Bros. execu-
tives were laughing their heads off – 
Kim Dotcom had been had, his email 
was a fake. Under US law corporations 
are required to archive copies of email 
traffic. This one didn’t exist. Tsujihara 
hadn’t sent it, Ellis hadn’t received it, 

and back home in NZ John Key hadn’t 
given a private audience to Tsujihara. 
While it was true Tsujihara was in 
New Zealand at the time for the Hobbit 
negotiations, no such discussion had 
taken place, explained Key’s office.

Within sixty minutes, Kim Dot-
com’s “slam dunk” had morphed into 
a “sham sunk”, as media headlines 
across New Zealand trumpeted the 
news: “Dotcom email is a fake”.

Observers got a sense of just how 
badly damaged Brand.Com was, when 
the German’s official biographer, the 
Herald’s David Fisher, delivered a mor-
tal knife wound:

“We witnessed a Mega fail,” he 
wrote. “It was a Dotbomb, a Kimplete 
Disaster. Dotcom’s failure to come up 
with evidence is massively damaging 
to his cause. It undermined the whole 

purpose of the Moment of Truth. 
Further, I believe he has damaged 
whatever relationship he has with the 
New Zealand public, and through that, 
the electoral prospects of the Internet 
Mana Party alliance and the politicians 
associated with it.”

Come Saturday night, Fisher was 
about to find out just how accurate his 
words were.

HONE’S LAST STAND 
To watch Mana Party leader Hone 
Harawira on election night was like 
watching a train approaching a break 
in the tracks at speed – it was compel-
ling yet terribly sad all in the same 
moment. 

There are many who’d warned 
Harawira of the dangers of selling 
your soul to the political devil: there’s 
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But it was Doctom’s widely-perceived flop in the Moment 
of Truth that suddenly left Internet Mana naked in the 

glare of unwanted publicity, and couldn’t have come at a 
worse time in what was about to become a perfect storm

always a price to pay in the end. Greens 
co-leader Russell Norman was one of 
those who’d said very publicly, right at 
the beginning of Hone’s dance with the 
wolf, “Don’t do it, it’s a bad idea”.

At the time, many commentators 
attributed Norman’s words to a touch 
of professional jealousy; the Greens 
were concerned that Internet Mana 
could split the left-wing vote and dam-
age the Greens. Regardless of Norman’s 
motivations, however, you can’t escape 
the reality that he was right.

In a six week election campaign we 
saw expletive-laden meltdowns, clear 
indicators of tension building inside 
the Mana Internet alliance. Why are 
we talking about legalising “f****ing 
weed” when we can’t even “feed the 
kids”?, challenged Harawira in a none-
too-subtle swipe at the Internet party’s 
appeal to dope-heads.

“You’re just a puffed up little piece 
of s**t!” mouthed Laila Harre’s press 
secretary Pam Corkery to a TV 3 jour-
nalist, in one of the entire campaign’s 
most memorable lines, when questions 
were asked at the campaign launch 
about Dotcom’s days as a hacker.

But it was Doctom’s widely-perceived 
flop in the Moment of Truth that 
suddenly left Internet Mana naked in 
the glare of unwanted publicity, and 
couldn’t have come at a worse time in 

what was about to become a perfect 
storm. A Marae poll for TVNZ showed 
Labour’s Kelvin Davis had momen-
tously leapt to within one percentage 
point of Harawira in Te Tai Tokerau. 
The ‘impossible’ was now hovering in 
‘likely’ territory.

Could Davis unseat Hone? Pundits 
in the major campaigns crunched the 
numbers. If enough rival parties swung 
their support in behind Labour, Inter-
net Mana would lose the electorate seat 
they needed to coat-tail more MPs  into 
parliament.

National and New Zealand First both 
urged their voters in the old North-
ern Maori seat to tick “Kelvin Davis, 
Labour” for the electorate vote. The 
Maori Party, sensing blood in the water 
also, desperately wanted to send the 
same message by standing down their 
own candidate, but they couldn’t, and 
he didn’t want to anyway.

Early in the evening, as advance votes 
were counted, Harawira was looking 
comfortable. On TV1 and TV3 hosts 
Hosking and Campbell were predict-
ing Harawira would probably hold Te 
Tai Tokerau comfortably. But what the 
TV number crunchers had overlooked 
is that the advance voting had begun 
before the Moment of Truth fiasco, and 
Internet Mana had tried to mobilise 
as many of its supporters as possible 
to vote early. Thus, the early results 
reflected a more positive voting pattern 
for Harawira. A tsunami was coming 
alright; he just couldn’t see it yet.

By 8.30pm, as the Saturday booths 
started to come in, so did the tide. 
Harawira’s lead was bleeding away on 
the TV monitors; Kelvin Davis was 500 
behind, then 300 behind, then only 198 
behind, then 96 and – within seem-
ingly just seconds – just 20 behind.

“There’s been a change in the lead” 
intoned John Campbell, as Labour’s 
Kelvin Davis moved ahead for the 
first time ever. Harawira just blinked, 

fighting back the tears welling up. He 
knew what it meant. The Pakeha boy 
from the mansion had wrecked him, 
destroyed his Mana party, subsumed 
his mana. The TV cameras zoomed 
in like they were shooting the hard-
luck story of the week with some poor 
unfortunate, waiting for the money 
shot sniff and pained look downwards. 
In Hone’s case, it was removing his 
glasses and trying to swallow away the 
lump in his throat. 

By 9.30pm, Hone was gone; gone from 
parliament, gone from the swish new 
gymnasium decked out as Mana’s HQ 
for the night. Down the island, Dot-
com roared in to the Internet Party’s 
HQ, accepting “full responsibility” for 
destroying the Mana Party. The Dotcom 
brand, he said, had “poisoned” Mana.

Nearly $4 million of Dotcom Koolaid 
had been used by the parties, proof that 
money can’t buy love, or elections.

GREEN-EYED MONSTERS
Across town, Russel Norman and 
Metiria Turei were facing a reality 
check of their own. All the pre-election 
polls published by their friends in the 
mainstream media had them tracking 
at up to 15%, but on the night it was 
anything but. They’d started at 8.1% 
as the advanced votes were counted, 
initially behind NZ First, and nowhere 
near the double figures predicted.

Slowly they crept up, but it looked as 
though 10% was as good as it would get, 
and it was. What happened? The Greens 
were a victim of media poll bias.

In any opinion poll sample, a certain 
proportion of responders will tick don’t 
know. Sometimes it is because they 
genuinely don’t know, sometimes it’s 
because they genuinely don’t care. The 
poll analysts, in a bid to keep it clean 
for the media, drop the “Don’t Knows” 
out of the sample before calculating 
party votes. It looks clean on telly, but 
it makes the polls meaningless.



Oct/Nov 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 19

Here’s why: Let’s say you have a sam-
ple of 1000 people. In this election, up 
to 30% were responding ‘Don’t Know’. 
They were dropped, leaving a filtered 
sample of 700 committed voters. This 
was the group who were reporting 44% 
for National and 25% for Labour.

But 25% of 700 people is 175 voters, 
and we know the real sample size was 
1000, meaning Labour’s real grassroots 
support at any given moment was 
closer to 17.5% than 25%.

Likewise the Greens, at 15% of 700 
notched up 105 voters, but seen against 
the true sample of 1000, the Greens’ 
real support was closer to 10.5%.

The pollsters make a crucial assump-
tion error. They assume the Don’t 
Knows will vote on much the same 
lines as the committed voters, but it 
doesn’t always pan out that way, espe-
cially in a tight race where there’s extra 
pressure to vote tactically. If a poll-
ing company followed up their Don’t 
Know responders after the election for 
a debriefing, they might find out some 
interesting statistics.

In the example given above, many 
of the Don’t Knows peeled away to NZ 
First and National, leaving the Greens 
on their 10% ratio and Labour margin-
ally up on the 17.5% showing from the 
real world. Of course, a large chunk 
of Don’t Knows still didn’t vote in the 
end, while some of those categorised as 
“committed voters” in the media polls 
didn’t either.

If you’re thinking by now that 
polling is a bit like reading chicken 
entrails, you’d be right. It’s a science, 
but an arcane one.

LOVE LABOUR’S LOST
Which brings us to the easy-beats of 
each of the last three general elections. 
Labour couldn’t sell a lifejacket on the 
Titanic. No one, literally no one, except 
perhaps some big city newsrooms, 
takes Labour seriously anymore.

This election result wasn’t just a slap 
in the chops for #TeamCunliffe, it was 
also a disaster for the mainstream 
media who have an overwhelming 
liberal bias. If the Left genuinely wants 
someone to blame for their defeat, 
blame the media as much as Labour’s 
party apparatus. The two groups have 
an incestuous relationship because 

they share the same worldview: climate 
change, gay whales, political correct-
ness and global governance. Both 
groups show a massive disconnect with 
the thinking of ordinary kiwis, but 
with the media cheerleading the ultra 
liberal left all the time, left-wing politi-
cal parties are fooled into thinking 
they have more connection with the 
people than they really have.

Labour moved away from its core 
base of centre-left New Zealanders in 
the 1980s, becoming firstly a party of 
the New Right and then, under Helen 
Clark, a party of the Rainbow Left. No 
longer working class, Labour is now 
primarily about identity politics, fringe 
lobby groups and urban liberalism. 
Clark was able to carry this by sheer 
brute force, but it’s an unwieldy beast 
when it doesn’t have a strong leader to 
keep the lobbyists in check.

Those pressure groups, now that 
they have their hands on the levers of 
power inside Labour, have no intention 
of letting go. The election of Phil Goff 
and David Shearer from Labour’s right 
signalled that the then caucus wanted 
to reconnect with their old base, but 
the party organisation soon skewed 
candidate selection to bring more of 
their own in.

It becomes a self-perpetuating circle 
of sharks feeding on their own young. 
No sooner does someone with the ordi-
nary touch appear, like Shane Jones, 
than the party machine kills them 
off. Labour’s risk is that its parasitical 
fringe groups have sucked so much 
lifeblood and goodwill from the work-

ers’ party that it’s little more than a 
walking husk, a shadow of its former 
glory.

Josie Pagani, Nick Leggett and other 
more traditional Labour activists are 
arguing that it’s time for the tree of 
political liberty to be watered with the 
blood of a few patriots. The leadership, 
they told Susan Wood on Q&A the 
morning after, was not the only prob-
lem. Labour had to ditch its sermonis-
ing on fringe political fads and give 
ordinary families a reason to vote. That 
meant, said Pagani, potentially a clean-
out of party headquarters in favour 
of people who genuinely understand 
centre New Zealanders.

If Labour undergoes a quick leader-
ship change, you can take it as read 
that they haven’t understood their pre-
dicament. Changing the leader without 
changing the party is no better than 
rearranging the deck chairs, and they’ll 
need every lifejacket they can muster 
in 2017 if they don’t get it right now.
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T
hey say they’re against religion in 
schools, but government academ-
ics are rolling out a nationwide 
Buddhist meditation system for 
schoolchildren and it is planned to 
be compulsory in every classroom.

The system is called “Mindfulness”, and it’s a 
New Age psychological variant based on modern 
Buddhism. Parents in provincial schools where the 
Ministry of Education has been running a pilot 
programme are outraged, and say their complaints 
are being ignored.

“My concern,” wrote one parent who sat in one 
a Mindfulness training programme at her local 
school wrote, “is that this Mindfulness programme 
is being presented as totally secular and non-
religious, despite the fact that its roots are spiritual 
from deep within the Buddhist religious world-
view, and it is being taught and promoted by a team 

of adherents to these religious practices and beliefs. 
“I am not comfortable with these practices and 

beliefs being taught to my children. I am not com-
fortable that other children, parents and whanau 
with a similar worldview or beliefs were not given 
the chance to decide for themselves.”

The programme has echoes of one in American 
schools that purported to teach “tolerance” to 
Islam by forcing children to pray to Mecca and 
recite verses from the Qur’an.

In her report to her local school, obtained exclu-
sively by Investigate, the mother continues:

“[The Principal] was therefore in a difficult posi-
tion and felt that the course had to go ahead. It was 
part of a national trial for the Department. He had 
spoken with the National Director of the pro-
gramme from the Mental Health Department, had 
been assured it was not religious, and had received 
a letter to forward to parents. The course would be 

MIND 
CONTROL
A meditation technique linked to an occult group that 
believes planetary meditation can usher in the return of 
Lucifer to rule earth, is being rolled out in schools near 
you, in what its followers hope will boost the use of their 
meditation prayers by children. The courses have been 
compulsory because the Ministry of Education denies the 
religious link. IAN WISHART breaks the story

How a religious cult has gained 
government approval to groom your kids



Oct/Nov 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 21



22 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Oct/Nov 2014

Grant Rix is named on the website of one of New Zealand’s 
“Theosophy” groups, an occult order whose founders 

taught that Lucifer will return to control earth if enough 
people practice techniques like mindfulness

going ahead. We were invited along to 
observe, and [my child] could opt-out 
of the class.

“We talked a bit about the course 
and my concern that it was religious, 
sharing a few personal stories and 
perceptions. [The Principal] mentioned 
that the course had felt a bit like Sun-
day School at times, and that when the 
children used ‘praying hands’ to sym-
bolise ‘spiritual’, Jamie [the instructor] 
had reacted and instructed them to use 
a different posture.

“I received an email from [the 
principal] on Monday morning. This 
email (Attachment 3) was addressed 
to all families of [the class], included 
a letter from Grant Rix of the Men-
tal Health Foundation (Attachment 
4), and requested parents to provide 
authorisation for the videotaping of 
their children within the session.

“On Monday afternoon, just before 
the session was to begin at 1:30pm, [my 
spouse and I] were given some time 
to talk with Jamie before the class. 
[Class Teacher], joined us about half 
way through this discussion. Jamie 
stressed his educational background 
and credentials, and the University-
led educational study being applied to 
Mindfulness. We discussed the huge 
need for children to receive support 
towards mental health and emotional 
resilience. He provided some back-
ground regarding the Mental Health 
Foundation (a non-for-profit chari-
table foundation); its long-standing 
work with the Ministry of Education, 
particularly in the area of Health Cur-
riculum; and Jamie’s role in delivering 
the Health Curriculum to primary and 
secondary students.

“After a trial at [another school], 
Jamie had had 10 minutes to present 
on Mindfulness to [a group of Prin-
cipals]. XXXX schools then took up 
his offer to present the course in their 
school: XXXX Schools, in addition to 

the initial pilot at XXXX School. This 
is part of a national trial involving 
many schools across NZ, particularly 
in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Gore. AUT will be reviewing 
feedback.

“I mentioned our [child’s] discom-
fort, and asked whether they would be 
giving other children who didn’t wish 
to take part the opportunity to opt-out. 
[Class Teacher] was quite clear in say-
ing No, that this is what we’re doing 
and that the other children would have 
to participate. (Our [child] and one 
other child, whose [parent] had called 
the school and asked that [they] be 
excused, did not attend the class.)”

Investigate readers who have seen 
a copy of the book Totalitaria will 
understand what is happening, and 
indeed it was readers of the Totali-
taria book in Southland who blew the 
whistle last month as Mindfulness 
rolled out as a compulsory ongoing 
class activity at Riversdale School in 
northern Southland.

“A bitter dispute is raging,” wrote 
the Southland Times, “due to the 
school wanting to introduce a calming 
technique for its pupils in the wake of 
bullying…Education Ministry head of 
sector enablement and support Katrina 
Casey said mindfulness was a relatively 
uncontroversial relaxation technique, 
not specifically tied to Buddhism, and 
used widely.”

The statement is not accurate.
An educational facilitator from the 

Mental Health Foundation named 
Grant Rix is deeply involved with the 
schools programme. Riversdale parent 
Basil Patterson says the programme is 
being pitched to parents as a ‘relaxation 
technique’ that was not in any way reli-
gious, but he says that just isn’t true.

Grant Rix is named on the website 
of one of New Zealand’s “Theosophy” 
groups, an occult order whose founders 
taught that Lucifer will return to control 

earth if enough people practice tech-
niques like mindfulness. The website, 
under the heading “Mindfulness in prac-
tice” clearly acknowledges the religious 
basis of Mindfulness, and advocates ways 
of getting it into wider society:

“Continuing the theosophical aware-
ness of other religions and philoso-
phies, we invited Grant Rix who gave a 
presentation about how to bring Bud-
dhist awareness into everyday life on 
July the 14th.”1

This confirmation of the religious 
basis of Mindfulness, together 
with an agenda to get it into the 

whole community, is what casts the 
rollout in schools in a new light, say 
critics.

“It doesn’t matter whether we as 
parents believe in this mumbo-jumbo,” 
said one woman who didn’t wish to be 
named, “what matters is that they are 
teaching our kids this mumbo-jumbo 
but because the Ministry of Education 
is calling it “secular” we cannot pull 
our kids out of these classes. It’s not 
‘mindfulness’, it’s mind control.”

The report obtained by Investigate 
describes one of the class sessions:

“We then had an opportunity to 
observe the class. Perhaps in response 
to our presence and its reference in my 
email, Jamie removed the ‘Singing Bowl’ 
bell and its wooden stick from near 
his chair, ready for use in the session, 
replacing it with a desk bell. Jamie, [The 
Principal], [Class Teacher] and the chil-
dren sat in chairs arranged in a circle 
around the room. Jamie instructed the 
children to sit still, breathe, let every-
thing settle. He showed them a bottle 
of fruit juice, and was pleased when 
one of the children recognised that the 
imagery of the pulp settling.

“Jamie chimed the bell. Feet on the 
floor, mindful breaths, awareness of 
sounds outside the room. He chimed 
the bell again, and then a third time.
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“He invited them to stand and play 
a game: They were to sit down one at a 
time, but if two sat down at the same 
time, they would all stand up and start 
all over again. The children quickly got 
the hang of communicating without 
words. The next stage for standing up 
one by one, until all children were back 
on their feet. The next game involved 
them standing up and switching seats 
in response to questions. The children 
relaxed and enjoyed the games.

“Jamie gave the children an opportu-
nity for voice; expressing their obser-
vations of how they had been finding 
Mindfulness. The children asked some 
questions, resulting from what they 
had learned the previous week:

“Did they need to sit in a circle when 
they were practising Mindfulness?

“No. It was just about being present, 
however, being in a circle meant they 
could better support each other.

“Did they need to close their eyes?
“No, however it could help stop 

distractions.
“What was the purpose of ringing 

the bell?
“Jamie appreciated their curiosity 

– it was a good thing. The sound is a 
trigger. It meant it was time to practice 
mindfulness.”

The “Jamie” referred to in the 
document is a Buddhist teacher, Jamie 
Howell, says the document:

“Mindfulness is a core tenet of Bud-
dhism. (See Attachment 5.) The foun-
dations, source and execution of this 
programme cannot be divided from 
this religious root. While it may have 
measurable success for psychology 
and mental health, it is fundamentally 
based on Buddhist religious practices 
and beliefs. Truly secular Mindfulness 
can be taught, but in the hands of a 
practitioner of Buddhism, it returns to 
its Buddhist roots.

“ Jamie Howell and Grant Rix (Project 
Manager for Mindfulness at Mental 
Health Foundation) and his wife Natasha 
are practitioners of Buddhism, Dharma, 
Meditation, and Buddhist Mindfulness, 
as well as exponents of Mindfulness pro-
grammes for children in New Zealand’s 
public schools. (See Attachment 6 for 
info from their own websites.)

“The course taught by Jamie cannot 
be separated from Buddhist founda-

tions and the religious leadership of 
the Wangapeka Dharma Study and 
Meditation Retreat Centre, which he 
references on his own website. (See 
Attachment 7.)

“ Jamie’s words, actions and expla-
nations during the course present his 
worldview and practice as Buddhist. 
While subtle to those unfamiliar with 
such terms and concepts, his use and 
context for words and phrases such as 
trigger, calm, presence, centred, breath, 
grounded, kindness, guided relaxation, 
being present, awareness, three mind-
ful breaths, bring your awareness to, 
give yourself to, I welcome my toes, 
thanks to (rather than for) 8 toes, pin-
nacle of exploration, and food being 
transformed by the belly into learn-
ing – all indicate immersion in the 
worldview, practice and evangelisation 
of Buddhist beliefs.

“The course includes “religious obser-
vation” with Buddhist rituals. Buddhists 

will ring a bell 3 times to begin a time 
of meditation. The ringing of a bell is 
core to the practice of Buddhism. Jamie 
referred to it as being a ‘trigger’. For 
what? There is great attention to the 
symbol and sound of the bell. Jamie 
rang the bell 3 times at the beginning 
of the session, and 3 times at the end 
of the ‘relaxation’ time. I saw very little 
difference between ‘guided relaxation’ 
and the religious meditation required of 
Buddhist Mindfulness teachers.”

Paterson and other worried parents 
say that politicians have been making 
an issue out of Bible in Schools, but it 
seems to be a pretext to slide Buddhism 
into schools instead, without even 
declaring it as a religious ritual.

Readers wanting greater detail on the 
agenda can read Totalitaria.

References:

1. http://taurangatheosophy.weebly.

com/blog/midfulness-in-practice
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T
he modern attack on reason and on 
scientific and technological civi-
lization found a major expression 
in Britain in the work of the poet 
and mystic William Blake. Blake’s 
attacks on materialism, rational-

ism and science can be seen as part of a “Counter-
Enlightenment” – a reaction in European thought 
against the optimism and universalism earlier in 
the 18th Century.

Mock on, mock on, Voltaire, Rousseau:
Mock on, mock on: ‘tis all in vain!
You throw the sand against the wind,
And the wind blows it back again …

The Atoms of Democritus
And Newton’s Particles of light
Are sands upon the Red Sea shore
Where Israel’s tents do shine so bright.

In this Blake attacks two very different kinds 
of Enlightenment. That of Voltaire was, broadly 
speaking, the Enlightenment of ideology, though 
Rousseau was also infatuated with the cult of the 
“noble savage,” a term which he seems to have 
invented.2 That of Democritus and Newton was the 
Enlightenment of science. However, there is more 

to it than this.3 Like all the mystics and shamans 
who in their way helped prevent humanity rising 
above the ceiling of slavery and animal-power 
for thousands of years and almost everywhere, 
Blake held reason to be not the ally but the Enemy 
of man’s communion with God. He wrote in 
Jerusalem:

But the Spectre, like hoar-frost and a Mildew, 
rose over Albion
Saying: “I am God, O Sons of Men! I am your 
Rational Power!
Am I not Bacon and Newton and Locke, who 
teach Humility to Man,
Who teach Doubt and Experiment? And my two 
Wings, Voltaire and Rousseau?
Where is that Friend of Sinners, that Rebel 
against my Laws,
Who teaches Belief to the Nations, and an 
unknown Eternal Life?

It is true that Blake’s work contained ambiguities, 
or perhaps simply confusion. He did at times praise 
“science,” though he certainly meant something 
different to the modern meaning of the word. In 
Jerusalem he referred to “the labours of Art and 
Science, which alone are the labours of the gospel,” 
and that it was a sin to despise a mental gift. How-

Before you can despise the machine, 
the machine must have set you free 

from brute labour. 
– George Orwell1

The 
Adversary 
Awakens

WORDS BY HAL G. P. COLEBATCH



Oct/Nov 2014 | INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM 25



26 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Oct/Nov 2014

Blake was an irrationalist, a title he would have accepted 
with delight, since hatred of Reason was a dominating 

passion of his life. He believed Reason came between 
Man and God, in contrast to those who believed Reason 

was one of the things that enabled Man to find God

ever, it not clear what he meant by this 
and he was perhaps not clear himself.

The image of the mechanical, 
“mill” which haunts the 19th Century 
(memorably including Carlyle’s Sar-
tor Resartus) is neatly anatomised by 
Coleridge, opposing the “Mechanico-
Corpuscular philosophy” in his Aids to 
Reflection (1825):

 In order to submit the various 
phaenomena of moving bodies to 
geometrical construction, we are 
under the necessity of abstracting 
from corporeal substance all its 
positive properties, and obliged to 
consider Bodies as differing from 
equal portions of Space only by 
figure and mobility. And as a Fic-
tion of Science, it would be difficult 
to overvalue this invention ... But in 
contempt of Common Sense ... Des 
Cartes [sic] propounded it as a truth 
of fact: and instead of a World cre-
ated and filled with productive forces 
by the Almighty Fiat, left a lifeless 
Machine whirled about by the dust 
of its own Grinding: as if death 
could come from the living Fountain 
of life; Nothingness and Phantom 
from the plenitude of Reality. ‘the 
Absoluteness of Creative Will.’” 

This may have helped inspire Blake’s 
verse about Newton’s particles of 
light. The best to be said for it is that 
it can claim to assert Free Will in the 
face of those who propound “fictions 
of science” which may have a limited 
tactical usefulness as if they were all-
embracing “truths of fact,” reducing 
human beings to automata (Newton 
was more interested in the Book of 
Revelation than in “Science,” anyway!). 
Blake, Nietzsche and the Romantics in 
general, however silly, incoherent and 
destructive many of their ideas were, at 

least asserted Free Will, without a con-
sciousness of which science is probably 
impossible. But Blake tried to destroy 
the thing which has created Western 
civilization: the partnership between 
Religion and Reason. 

Adam Smith had made the 
point, looking at the example 
of pin-making, that division 

of labour, and mass-production, made 
it possible to produce great numbers 
of pins cheaply. Cheap pins, like other 
cheap goods, were a huge benefit to the 
poor. The “loom” which Blake attacked 
was weaving cheap cloth that the poor 
could buy and wear. 

Blake saw the plight of chimney-
sweeps as an epitome of evil. In this 
he had common ground with many 
ordinary philanthropists.

How the Chimney-sweeper’s cry
Every blackening church appalls,
And the hapless Soldier’s sigh
Runs in blood down palace walls …

Yet while humans lived in London 
there would be fires for warmth and 
cooking. While there were fires there 
would have to be chimneys, and until 
reason, science and technology pro-
vided something better, and Christian 
ethics pressed the point, these chim-
neys had to be swept. The only way the 
use of boy chimney-sweepers could be 
eliminated was by the technological 
progress which Blake so abhorred.

Blake was an irrationalist, a title 
he would have accepted with delight, 
since hatred of Reason was a dominat-
ing passion of his life. The reference in 
his hymn Jerusalem to “dark Satanic 
mills” referred not primary to the mills 
of the Industrial Revolution4, though 
he did not like them either, but to the 
universities of the Enlightenment 

which, he believed, were pumping out 
that poisonous product, Reason. He 
believed Reason came between Man 
and God, in contrast to those who 
believed Reason was one of the things 
that enabled Man to find God. He is 
said to have written: “Good news for 
Satan’s kingdom” on a book of Francis 
Bacon’s Essays. 

Had Blake limited himself to pointing 
out that Reason is not completely auton-
omous, and needs to be in a kind of 
partnership with ethics and values, his 
legacy might have been more positive.

There are areas of human existence 
which Reason does not cover or explain. 
Most – perhaps nearly all – of the 
greatest dramas of human history and 
especially those dramas which deal with 
heroism against hopeless odds – the 300 
Spartans, Britain’s willingness to accept 
total national destruction rather than to 
“parlay” with the Nazis when it was alone 
and without realistic hope in 1940, the 
doomed men of Scott’s expedition refus-
ing to abandon the geological specimens 
they had collected, the last voyage of the 
Ohio – are tributes to the fact that there 
are things beyond reason and that it is 
reasonable to recognize this. They are 
the stories at which, as William Golding 
said, the soul must reverberate as a wine-
glass must reverberate to a certain note 
of music. The reasonable man – even, or 
especially, the cynic, who suddenly rec-
ognises that there is something beyond 
Reason – is the stuff of legends ancient 
and modern: Casablanca and Star Wars 
are two examples (In Casablanca it is a 
double whammy because the conver-
sion of one cynic to idealism inspires the 
other). But this is a very, very, different 
thing to hating and condemning Reason 
as such. C. S. Lewis, in the allegorical 
autobiography The Pilgrim’s Regress, 
depicted Reason as a valiant armoured 
woman who, for him, had slain the 
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superstitions of his age. But it was also 
Lewis who pointed out in The Abolition 
of Man that the intellect is powerless 
without trained emotions:

I had sooner play cards against a 
man who was quite skeptical about 
ethics, but bred to believe “a gentle-
man does not cheat” than against 
an irreproachable moral philosopher 
who has been brought up among 
sharpers. In battle it is not syllo-
gisms that will hold the reluctant 
nerves and muscles to their post in 
the third hour of the bombardment. 
The crudest sentimentalism … about 
a flag or a country or a regiment will 
be of more use.5

Less dramatic, but still heroic and in 
a sense irrational sacrifices are made 
by ordinary people in ordinary worka-
day lives.

Blake was of course himself 
dependent on technology 
and the application of Rea-

son. Indeed in his occupation as an 
engraver he depended upon it more 
than many. He was even an inven-
tor, inventing a process for colour 
printing. Like Gandhi and practically 
every other opponent of modernity, 
he denounced science and technol-
ogy for others while using it himself 
(Gandhi’s wife died because he denied 
her the modern Western medicine he 
used himself). Blake was opposed to 
poverty. He was also opposed to the 
industrial production that was the only 
realistic means of generally alleviat-
ing poverty. He did value work, unlike 
many poets, but only work of a certain 
kind. In Jerusalem he claimed:

Scotland pours out his sons to 
labour at the Furnaces;
Wales gives his Daughters to the 
Loom.

However, these furnaces and looms 
were making goods the poor needed – 
indeed, they needed them more than 
did the rich, who could afford expen-
sive hand-made or imported goods. 
They were also offering jobs which the 
poor chose to take. This alleviation of 
poverty depended on the use of rea-

son – the harnessing of steam-power 
required thousands of mathematical 
calculations – and, indeed, on the 
partnership of reason with religion 
and ethics to give values, a moral 
framework and a sense of the numi-
nous (However, Blake, like many of the 
prophets whose company he aspired to 
join, has had his words distorted by his 
followers, and more sympathetic read-
ings of his original intent are possible).

There was, tragically, a time-lag 
between the increased production 
machines brought, and the increased 
national wealth and more sophisticated 
political organization. Much of the 
power of the anti-technology, anti-
industrialization, and anti-modernity 
movements in England came – and 

continues to come – from the fact that 
the new factories and industrial estates 
were often built without taking steps 
to minimize the environmental and 
consequent human destruction and 
degradation which resulted. The result 
was and is often heart-breaking, the 
more so because of the beauty of the 
landscapes which is often despoiled.

The Industrial Revolution was 
unprecedented and carried out by men 
who did not know exactly what they 
were doing. The successful combination 
of industrial production and environ-
mental preservation is very complex, 
and it had to be learnt by experience. It 
is quite logical and consistent – indeed 
probably the only sane and civilized 
position – to both value industrial 
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Carlyle, an ally of Ruskin, attacked economics as 
“the dismal science” incredible as it may seem today, 

because economists like John Stuart Mill, following 
Adam Smith, supported the emancipation of slaves

production economically and seek to 
curb its excesses and spiritual, social 
and environmental ill-effects. Along 
with much outright madness, Blake 
gave some warnings which should not 
be entirely disregarded.

Blake’s vision of a “New Jerusa-
lem,” apparently to be created 
by mystical means, continued 

to influence English politics. Labour 
leader Clem. Attlee quoted Blake on 
the need for building Jerusalem on 
England’s green and pleasant land (“A 
new two-class state of proletariat and 
officials,” as Evelyn Waugh put it), and 
saw the way to do it as being to expand 
bureaucracies. Jerusalem is still sung 
as a hymn at British Labour Party 
conferences in the 21st Century. Blake 
is also held as a Saint by the Ecclesia 
Gnostica Catholica, a black magic 
cult revived (or invented) in the 20th 
Century by the occultist, Satanist and 
drug-addict Alistair Crowley. The cult’s 
other saints include Wagner, Nietzsche, 
and of course Crowley himself. All 
were enemies of Reason. Blake, who 
had been dead for about 100 years at 
the time Crowley conferred sainthood 
upon him, was not consulted about 
this elevation, or at least probably not. 
Crowley named the building in which 
he conducted Satanic rituals and orgies 
Thelema, after the fictional anti-abbey 
in Rabelais’s Gargantua and Pan-
tagruel, where the motto was “Do As 
You Will,” where life could be a sort of 
permanent orgy, and where, as well as 
ugly and sexually unattractive men and 
women (always a problem in a certain 
kind of Utopia) being banned, there 
should be no bells or clocks. Clocks had 
been one of the monastic system’s great 
inventions which had made scientific 
and technological civilization possible.

Of Blake’s major followers in the 
attack upon technologically progres-
sive civilization, William Morris and 

John Ruskin, Morris was an atheist 
whose aesthetic theories and medi-
evalist fantasy stories barely masked a 
streak of totalitarianism. Morris wrote 
in the prologue to The Earthly Paradise:

Forget six counties overhung with 
smoke,
Forget the snorting steam and piston 
stroke,
Forget the spreading of the hideous 
town:
Think rather of the pack-horse on 
the down,
And dream of London, small and 
white, and clean,
The clear Thames bordered by its 
gardens green.

The intriguing question of how exactly 
the population was to be fed, housed 
and clothed in such conditions, or what 
was to be done to reduce or elimi-
nate the existing population, was not 
explored. Morris postulated a future 
in which Britain could be a largely 
green and rural land again because 
two-thirds of the population had been 
removed – that is, had perished or 
“left.” This irrational and ultimately 
anti-human vision would have many 
heirs in succeeding times – obviously 
in the so-called Green party. There was 
to be an echo of it, transmitted via the 
French existentialists and others, in the 
liberation of Indo-China in 1975, when 
Pol Pot’s followers emptied the cities 
and drove the liberated city-dwellers, 
including crawling amputees from the 
hospitals trailing saline drips, into the 
countryside for purification, and liber-
ated South Vietnamese were driven 
into New Economic Zones in uncleared 
jungle for the same purpose, where 
about 130,000 died, to the applause of 
innumerable Western progressives.

Ruskin was sexually impotent, having 
been apparently stricken with horror 
upon discovering on his wedding night 

that women possessed pubic hair, and 
he evidently thought capitalism, tech-
nology and economic progress virtually 
as bad as this cutanious irregularity. 
Nor was this the end of his destructive 
legacy. He helped implant in artistic 
fashion and public policy a notion that 
an elite should have political power to 
dictate on matters of taste, culture and 
art to the masses, claiming, for example, 
that “the truth of nature is not to be 
discerned by the uneducated senses.”6 
The end of this has been the divorce of 
much art from life and reason. Ruskin 
like Blake has earned his place among 
the enemies of civilization. 

Carlyle, an ally of Ruskin, attacked 
economics as “the dismal science” 
incredible as it may seem today, 
because economists like John Stuart 
Mill, following Adam Smith, sup-
ported the emancipation of slaves. 

Combinations of these notions 
have spread throughout the occult-
ist tradition. They can also be seen to 
have influenced the proto-Nazi D. H. 
Lawrence, who like the Nazis believed 
in mystical “blood” and “race” and 
also like them believed in the mass-
extermination of the unfit by poison 
gas, writing:

If I had my way, I would build a 
lethal chamber as big as the Crystal 
Palace, with a military band playing 
softly, and a Cinematograph working 
brightly; then I’d go out in the back 
streets and main streets and bring 
them in, all the sick, the halt, and the 
maimed; I would lead them gently, 
and they would smile me a weary 
thanks; and the band would softly 
bubble out the “Hallelujah Chorus.”7

It was also Lawrence – still revered in 
certain literary circles, and with a great 
talent for descriptive writing when able 
to think about anything other than sex 
– who wrote in 1913:
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My great religion is a belief in the 
blood, the flesh, as being wiser than 
the intellect. We can go wrong in 
our minds. But what our blood feels 
and believes and says, is always true. 
The intellect is only a bit and bridle. 
What do I care about knowledge [?] 
All I want is to answer to my blood, 
direct, without fribbling interventions 
of mind, or moral, or what not.8

Enemies of reason stole reason’s 
clothes. Many occultist theories, 
like Lombroso’s ideas of crimi-

nology, were claimed to be scientifi-
cally based, while Darwin’s theory of 
evolution was taken out of its realm 
of biology and applied to sociology, to 
become a root of Nazi racial theories. 
One sees the same sort of thing in 
Marxism and all manner of varieties of 
political leftism, where faith-based and 
ideological assertions were put forth as 
a new science, and where, typically of 
religious heresies, a single value, good 
in itself, was inflated so as to displace all 
other values, and to displace common 
sense as well. This is also seen in, for 
example, the works of Ayn Rand, whose 
notions have a psychological kinship to 
Marxism much closer than the followers 
of either would care to admit.9

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein might 
be read as suggesting that in technol-
ogy Man was creating a monster that 
he could not control, the monster in 
this case being animated by the new-
fangled electricity.

The 19th Century, and indeed the 
20th and so far the 21st, present us 
with the extraordinary spectacle of 
vast technological advances while high 
literary and intellectual movements 
wander in a miasma of fads and cults 
divorced from the things actually hap-
pening in life, and paving the way for 
totalitarianism.

Havelock Ellis, following Ruskin and 
others, was horrified by the fact that 
factories might be able to supply people 
with cheap clothes. He wrote, in a pas-
sage which would have made notable 
reading in much of the Asia-Pacific 
region circa 1942:

The Japanese masses who fix their 
popular festival for the day when 
the cherry-tree is in finest blossom ... 

may possibly not succeed in sending 
ugly and shoddy goods to clothe and 
kill the beautiful skins of every sav-
age tribe under heaven, but we need 
not fear to affirm that they have 
learnt secrets of civilization which 
are yet hidden from us in England.10

As Professor John Carey has pointed 
out in The Intellectuals and the Masses, 
the progressive intelligentsia of whom 
Ellis was typical also despised things 
like tinned food and bicycles, not in 
spite of but because of the fact that they 
raised living standards for the ordinary 
people. Slighting references to these 
two enormous benefits to the “masses” 
occur in progressive literature of the 
late 19th and early 20th Century many 
times. Ellis also wrote:

Men will scarely look back to our 
own century as so good to live in. 
One may well say that he would 
have gladly lived in the 13th Century, 
perhaps the most interesting of all 
since Christ, or the 16th, probably 
the most alive of all, or in the 18th, 
surely the most human. But why 
have lived in the 19th, the golden age 
of machinery, and of men used as 
machines?11

It is actually frightening to look at 
this passage and reflect that one of 
the most influential intellectuals of 
the day could have been so stupid, if 
not actually evil, and that this sort of 
sentiment was and is not uncommon. 
Given that Ellis was a qualified doctor, 
it perhaps makes the primitivist and 
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barbaric Nazi doctors a little more 
understandable.12

This treason of the clerks helped 
pervert reason and scientific and 
technological progress, with all the 
benefits these conferred upon human-
ity, into a grotesque and anti-human 
scienticism, (with the attempted cre-
ation of a planned State, as evidenced 
in things like tower-block housing, 
which took no cognizance of real 
human needs and values), while on 
the other hand giving rise to an intel-
lectual and artistic culture in which 
Reason was seen as an enemy, and 
which led to Nihilisitic celebration 
of the Void, and which now domi-
nates much modern art like that of a 
Damien Hirst or a Tracey Emin. 

H. G. Wells, George Bernard Shaw, 
Sidney and Beatrice Webb and, as 
mentioned above, D. H. Lawrence were 
among those who directly or indirectly 
promoted the idea of paradise through 
mass extermination of the unfit and 
inferior. The occultist and Messianic 
thought of various kinds which flour-
ished in the 19th and 20th Centuries, 
which can probably be classified as 
varieties of Gnosticism, generally 
showed no interest in science and tech-
nology. Michael Wharton showed his 
perception of the incongruous when 
he imagined a hydro-electric engineer 
as a member of the Bloomsbury Group 
of intellectuals. In this mental climate 
Christianity was regarded as an enemy, 
denying Man’s ability to attain salva-
tion through his own efforts. There 
was, in Utopian thinking (if that is 
the word for it) a vague and perhaps 
circular assumption that by the very 
act of obtaining Utopia all material 
needs would vanish, and with them the 
need for technology, as would the need 
for law and institutions of government 
(which themselves might be seen as 
technology of a sort).13 Shakespeare, the 
great poet of common sense, had previ-
ously satirized Utopian ideas in 1611 in 
The Tempest (In which he also satirized 
the notion of the Noble Savage with 
the brutish Caliban, whose name was a 
near-anagram of “Cannibal.”). 

Professor Tom Gibbons has writ-
ten in his study of the intellectual and 
artistic currents of the period, Rooms 
in the Darwin Hotel:

[T]he period 1880-1920 was one of 
full-scale ideological reaction from 
the scientific materialism, determin-
ism and pessimism of the mid-19th 
Century. During the last quarter of 
the 19th Century these gave way on 
many sides to their opposites: philo-
sophical idealism, religious transcen-
dentalism, vitalism and optimism.14

Spiritualism and Mesmerism had 
arisen a little earlier. By the mid-19th 
Century spiritualism reached the 
US and within a year New York City 
alone had a hundred such mediums, 
and numerous periodicals such as The 
Spiritualist Telegraph.15 

Then there was French socialist 
Charles Fourier, who antici-
pated a secular millennium 

with, literally, friendly lions and oceans 
turning to lemonade.16 During the 19th 
Century there were many communi-
ties inspired by Fourier in the US and 
elsewhere, people living in four-storey 
houses as he prescribed in the usual 
obcessive utopian detail with the 
richest at the top. Fourier, who lived 
on money he had inherited from his 
businessman father, considered trade, 
which he associated with Jews, to be 
the “source of all evil” and advocated 
that Jews be forced to perform farm 
work. He also believed the planets had 
sexual intercourse.

In Britain the Society for Psychical 
Research was founded in 1882. This 
tried to investigate psychic phenomena 
by rational and scientific methods, and 
to carry out experiments with scientific 
controls and disciplines. However, in 
general spiritualism was hailed as a 
refutation of scientific materialism. 
There was a fad for pseudo-Indian 
religious philosophies and notions of 
transcendence and the syncretisation 
of all religions. Gibbons quotes the 
journalist Edmund Garratt on a group 
of Cambridge undergraduates who: 
“lived ‘the higher life’ on a course of 
Turkish baths and a date diet: while 
three unlucky youths at Trinity nearly 
poisoned themselves with hasheesh in 
an attempt to project their astral bod-
ies, and were only recovered at mid-
night by a relentless tutor armed with 
the college authority and a stomach-

pump.”17 Gibbons’s work has shown 
compellingly how occultism pene-
trated English cultural and intellectual 
life and the avant-garde in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.

In fact, the whole phenomenon was 
of poor intellectual quality, appeal-
ing to second-rate and/or ill-educated 
or immature minds without rational 
rigour, or otherwise to people with 
psychological, psychiatric or personal-
ity problems of various kinds, and it 
was not surprising that it was filled 
with inconsistencies. 

While most great religious and ethical 
systems have basic precepts in common, 
such as the value of charity, benevolence 
and truth, they also contain much – 
especially in their respective ideas of 
“last things” and ultimate ends – that 
simply cannot be syncretised. There is 
no way the Christian promise of eternal 
life can be combined with the Buddhist 
promise of eventual eternal non-
existence. Nor can a Christian, how-
ever kindly he or she may feel towards 
people of other religions, or however 
ardently he or she may work or pray for 
their salvation, admit that non-Chris-
tian religions are valid. Nonetheless, 
huge efforts were made to syncretize 
different and incompatible religions. It 
is not surprising that irrationality and 
anti-rationality resulted.

This is a chapter from Hal G. P 

Colebatch’s Fragile flame: the 

Uniqueness and vulnerability 

of scientific and technological 

civilization, published by Acashic.
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3 AirDog
AirDog is a small, agile, 

foldable quadcopter, especially 
designed for filmmakers and action 
sports enthusiasts who use GoPro 
cameras. AirDog automatically 
follows you wherever you go, 
whatever you do. It’s not bothered 
by pelting rain, freezing temps, 
massive waves, or freaking insane 
places. AirDog doesn’t say “no.” 
It just follows, flying right along. 
AirDog is your sidekick, just in case 
you can’t rent a helicopter plus 
professional photographer to take 
a video of your black diamond run. 
AirDog is your personal training 
assistant, allowing you to review 
what you’re doing right, and where 
you need to improve. AirDog can 
transport you to views that you 
never thought possible. Just strap 
the AirLeash (tracker device) on 
your wrist or helmet, and the 
AirDog is ready to follow you.
www.airdog.com

1
2

3
4

1 Epson MeetingMate 
The new MeetingMate 

models not only capitalise on 
the incredible success of the first 
generation projectors, but add 
to it in many ways with the EB-
1430Wi becoming the world’s 
first finger touch-based interactive 
projector aimed squarely at the 
world of business. Such is the 
ingenuity of the EB-1430Wi 
that it enables as many as six 
participants to touch, draw, select 
and interact using intuitive and 
familiar gestures. MeetingMate 
has the ability to save up to 50 
fully digital pages removing the 
need to erase for more space. 
There’s also a whiteboard sharing 
mode which enables content 
written digitally to be shared and 
annotated on simultaneously by 
both local and remote participants 
collaborating from mobile devices 
without connecting a PC.
www.epson.co.nz

2 Olympus E-PL7 
Introducing the new 

Olympus E-PL7, equipped 
with features specialized for 
selfies. The new features that 
make selfies easy, such as the 
downward-opening monitor, and 
selfie mode that automatically 
launches when the monitor is 
rotated, provide a comfortable 
and fun shooting experience. 
Photos can be transferred 
to smartphones on the spot 
using the built-in Wi-Fi. Share 
everything with friends and 
family. This model is generously 
packed with photographic 
technology that lets you 
instantly take beautiful photos 
such as the high-sensitivity 
sensor, the new TruePic VII 
image processor for maximizing 
lens potential, max. 8.0 fps 
high-speed sequential shooting, 
and in-body Image Stabilization.
www.olympus.com

4Galaxy Tab S
Feel its lightness as you 

grab it.It has the screen size 8.4” 
and 10.5”. Be amazed by great 
portability and premium design 
completed with sleek edges. Multi 
window lets you easily complete 
multiple tasks on one screen. 
You can browse the web while 
watching videos or chatting with 
your friends. Once you set up 
SideSync 3.0 with your phone and 
GALAXY Tab S, you can view your 
phone screenon the tablet, transfer 
data, copy & paste text easily. 
You can even send and receive 
voice calls from Tab S. Security is 
as easy as the simple swipe of a 
fingerprint. The embedded sensor 
provides features like ‘Lock & 
Unlock the Device’, ‘Replacing ID 
& P/W’, ‘Multi-User Mode Login’, 
and‘Hiding Private contents’, 
providing convenience and all-
round security.
www.samsung.com

http://www.airdog.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.olympus.com
http://www.samsung.com
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4 Trail Freak 
Unleashing the inner freak 

will be mandatory with the newest 
member of the outdoor/off road 
collection. New for 2014, the 
Vivobarefoot Trail Freak is an 
evolution of our off road running 
favourites – Breatho Trail and 
Neo Trail. Designed around the 
same sole unit as Vivobarefoot 
Breatho and Neo, we’ve made 
significant enhancements to the 
upper technology to produce 
what we think is our best ever trail 
running shoe. A master of speed, 
breathability and grip, this freakishly 
good trail shoe lets your feet 
perform and the shoe provide. The 
Trail Freak has a lightweight natural 
fit, duo 3M mesh and laminated 
structured that gives a comfortable 
and secure ‘second skin’ fit. Giving 
you maximum breathability and 
grip on the muddiest and most 
slippery trails.
www.vivobarefoot.com

3 Swatch Sistem51
With Sistem51, Swatch 

has opened up an exciting new 
world. The first mechanical 
movement ever to be made not 
by hand, but on a fully-automated 
assembly line. Unprecedented 
technological innovation enabled 
the development of a self-winding 
mechanical movement with only 
51 parts in five modules. Sistem51 
is 100 percent Swiss made and 
features an exceptional 90 hour 
power reserve. Hermetically sealed 
within its case, the 3 Hz movement 
delivers precise, long-lasting, 
maintenance-free performance. 
Design is a key part of the Swatch 
DNA, and Sistem51 extends its 
reach into the innovative depths 
of the movement itself. The visible 
surfaces of the movement’s five 
modules present a new field of 
creative expression for graphic 
designers and contemporary artists. 
www.swatch.com

1 Eight
From sustainably harvested 

wood up to a meticulously 
designed shape. Every detail has 
been considered to give you the 
highest level of quality. Eight is 
hand sanded and hand oiled to 
make the wood structure come 
alive. Using environmentally 
friendly materials is our priority. 
The elevated position allows to 
keep an eye on your favourite 
apps and make TouchID 
comfortably accessible. The 
sound of the build-in microphone 
and speaker of your iPhone 
is separated. Inspired by the 
shape of an ear, conically shaped 
chambers achieve the perfect 
natural sound. The build in slot 
for the included Lightning cable 
allows you to charge and sync 
your iPhone 5 or iPhone 5s. It’s 
more than just a beautiful natural 
amplifier on your desk.
www.geteight.com

1

2

3
4

2 LG G Watch R
 The most eye-catching 

feature of the LG G Watch R is 
its 1.3-inch full circle P-OLED 
display that produces stunning 
image clarity even under bright 
sunlight and superb clarity 
when viewed from any angle. 
Powered by a powerful 1.2GHz 
Snapdragon 400 processor, the 
LG G Watch R offers 4GB of 
storage, 512MB of RAM and 
a durable 410mAh battery. 
This Android Wear device will 
effortlessly run all compatible 
apps available in the Google 
Play Store and with an Ingress 
Protection Rating ofIP67, the LG 
G Watch R is designed to run for 
up to 30 minutes in one metre of 
water. With a suite of LG health 
and fitness apps, users can also 
monitor their heartbeats with 
the support of the embedded 
photoplethysmography sensor.
www.lg.com

http://www.vivobarefoot.com
http://www.swatch.com
http://www.geteight.com
http://www.lg.com


Rugged Smartphones

$579 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Corning Gorilla Glass
4.3 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1.2GHz Quad Core CPU
1GB RAM
8MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $549 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, WiFi, 3G, GPS, Bluetooth
IP68 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.15GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$299 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 2G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP57 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p174.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p155.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p177.html


$569 WATERPROOF PHONE | Telecom 0
Android 4.0 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
3.5 Inch Display
Dual sim (Telecom in Sim 1, Voda/2Deg in Sim 2) 
1GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

 $399 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone

Android 4.2 Rugged Phone, 3G, WiFi, GPS, Bluetooth
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
4 Inch Display 
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
1.3GHz Dual Core CPU
512MB RAM
5MP Camera
Click here to view specs or purchase

$219 WATERPROOF PHONE | Vodafone 0
Quad-band GSM 2G Rugged Phone
IP67 Waterproof, Dustproof and Shockproof
Dual sim (runs Vodafone and 2Degrees together)
Click here to view specs or purchase 

 $199 FLOATER | Vodafone

2G only 
This phone actually floats!
Dual sim (Can run Vodafone & 2Degrees) 
Flashlight
Click here to view specs or purchase

http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p179.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p178.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p176.html
http://www.hersmagazine.us/contents/en-us/p181.html
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When Microsoft presents its first public 
glimpse of Windows 9 – it’s expected to 
happen late this month or early next – a 

lot more than just an operating system is at stake.
Smartphones and tablets are firmly entrenched 

as important, sometimes even primary, computing 
devices for many people. At the same time, a recent 
upsurge in PC sales notwithstanding, sales of desk-
tops and laptops are declining.

With Microsoft’s share of the worldwide smart-
phone and tablet markets still under 5 percent, 
“really, what’s at stake is the continued dominance 
of Windows as a thing that people use every day,” 
said Wes Miller, an analyst with independent 
research firm Directions on Microsoft.

Windows 8 was supposed to be Microsoft’s solution 
to that challenge – an operating system, the company 
said, that worked equally well for mouse-and-key-
board PC users as for touch-centric tablet users.

Turned out, not all users agreed.
Windows 8, launched two years ago, jammed 

together two different user interfaces – a tile-based, 
touch-friendly mode that was radically different 
from any previous version of Windows, and the 
traditional desktop interface.

Many users found it jarring to go back and forth 
between the two.

“Certainly Windows 8 did not set the world on 
fire the way Microsoft had hoped,” said Stephen 
Kleynhans, an analyst at research firm Gartner. 
“They tried the big departure and it wasn’t quite 
what people were looking for.”

With Windows 9 – the name Microsoft presumably 
will give the operating system code named “Thresh-
hold” – it’s anticipated that Microsoft will bring back 
some familiar features from Windows past.

In addition, the new OS is believed to be more 
specifically tailored to the type of input – whether 
touch or keyboard-and-mouse – the person is using 
at a given time.

The world is likely to know in late September or 
early October, when the company reportedly will 
have a technical preview of Windows 9 at a media 
event.

Based on what Microsoft has already said about 
what it’s working on, as well as on reported leaks, 
Windows 9 should have a Start menu for mouse-
and-keyboard users that will include both desktop 
programs and Windows Store apps.

It appears that the Charms feature on desktops – 
the bar in Windows 8 at the right side of the screen 
and includes commands such as “search” and 
“share” – will be gone. And Windows 9 is likely to 
have the ability to run mobile apps designed for the 
Windows Store in windows while in desktop mode. 
Those apps currently can run only full screen.

WHAT USERS EXPECT
The goal with Windows 9, Kleynhans said, seems 
to be to provide an experience that matches what 
users would expect from any device, whether a PC, 
tablet or smartphone.

Overall, Windows 9 represents a “let’s try that 
again,” he said.

That said, Kleynhans thinks “Windows 8 was a 
necessary step to get to Windows 9. It created the 
underpinnings of the ecosystem that is going to 
drive them forward in the future. I think Windows 
9 will benefit from what happened with Windows 
8, much the way that Windows 7 reaped the ben-
efits of Windows Vista.”

But the problem is “getting people over the hump 
and getting them beyond Windows 7,” said Frank 
Gillett, an analyst with Forrester Research. “They 
finally got a chunk of people off (Windows) XP. 
Can they repeat the success of Windows 7? And 
can they actually get enough of a role in mobile to 
really matter?”

In order for Windows 9 to succeed, Gillett said, 

tech by  janet i. tu

What’s at stake with Windows 9?

With Microsoft’s share of the 
worldwide smartphone and 
tablet markets still under 5 
percent, “really, what’s at stake 
is the continued dominance 
of Windows as a thing that 
people use every day” 
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Microsoft has to “reduce the perceived difficulty or confu-
sion of moving to the modern Windows – the one that 
mixes touch and mouse. They have to make it feel smoother 
and more accessible.”

In addition, Microsoft has to “demonstrate that there’s a 
benefit to using Windows on your PC and on your mobile 
device. Right now, people don’t perceive or experience that 
there’s a lot of benefit to that.”

CONVERGED SYSTEM
Microsoft is currently working toward a converged operating 
system, with the goal of having developers build an app once 
and being able to port it across different Windows devices.

At its annual Build conference for third-party developers 
held earlier this year, Microsoft introduced the idea of “uni-
versal Windows apps, “ which could run across Windows 
PCs, tablets and phones, without developers having to do 
extensive work for the software to work across platforms.

The benefit for customers is that they could buy an app 
and have it work on the phone, tablet and PC.

Achieving a converged system “is really critical for 
Microsoft,” said Al Gillen, an analyst with research firm 
IDC. “They have got to bring the phone and tablet and PC 
environments all together.”

In addition, Gillen said, “the next major release of the Win-
dows client system has to be suitable for corporate users.

“The problem with Windows 8 has been that initially 

it was such a radically different experience, especially for 
power users who really needed applications that lived in the 
Windows 7 (desktop) environment. It was not inviting to 
business customers.”

UPDATE CYCLE
Microsoft is also reportedly moving toward a faster update 
cycle for Windows – something already evident with the 
updates to Windows 8.

“I think what they’re working toward is something more 
like what you see in Office 365,” said Kleynhans, the Gartner 
analyst.

“Office 365 doesn’t get ‘updates’ in the same way (as the 
traditional operating system updates). It gets a stream of 
updates that enter the product when it’s ready,” Kleynhans 
said.

“I’m not sure they can get into that continual trickle 
updates for an operating system and I’m not even sure 
that’s appropriate,” he said. “But I think the trajectory of 
what they’re doing is to move toward a more regular pace of 
updates so we’re not faced with these big mammoth updates 
that tear our world apart every few years.”

“(Microsoft has to) reduce the perceived difficulty of mov-
ing to the modern Windows – the one that mixes touch and 
mouse.”(Microsoft has to) reduce the perceived difficulty of 
moving to the modern Windows – the one that mixes touch 
and mouse.”
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Sometimes I think that if social media were 
someone we were collectively dating or were 
married to, that it would be time to talk about 

a breakup.
For all the joy it can bring us (instantaneous 

communication; funny cat photos; live commen-
tary on important games), social media pushes 
our buttons. I can’t think of anything in so-called 
real life that so consistently enrages and annoys, 
encouraging people I know to expose the worst 
parts of their personality.

Cranky people online are not new. I’ve probably 
been one of them since, say, the late 1990s.

But, at least for people who spend a lot of time 
online, the ubiquity of social media – Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram, dozens of others some interact 
with every day – has allowed us to fall into a com-

fort zone of pure id. We react to things when they 
happen as they happen, and our guard is down; 
we’re apt to pile on to commentary about breaking 
news or to join an online mob when someone is 
exposed as saying something racist or when they 
simply make a mistake.

That part worries me. We’re quick to outrage, 
slow to apologize or even go back and acknowledge 
when we’ve overreacted.

Sometimes, the outrage is warranted. When 
Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling was 
revealed to have some very outdated ideas about 
race, NBA players and millions of others took to 
Twitter to express anger and disbelief. Some tweets 
were eloquent, others much less so.

But even when being offended is warranted, 
there’s a piling on magnified by Twitter’s echo-

Internet outrage engine 
shows no sign of slowing

online by omar l. gallaga
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chamber effect. It becomes a game of hashtag bloodsport, 
each person trying to top everyone else with the cleverest, 
most succinct take on that day’s drama. The person who 
gets retweeted most wins, even if it’s preaching to the choir. 
There’s a new category of news story you can find, even on 
mainstream sites, “The Best Twitter Reactions to ...” – an 
easy-to-build kind of aggregation that rewards the funniest 
or most impassioned posts.

Of course, having the reaction that stands out most can 
also lead to trouble. Lean too far into the outrage and you 
could end up offending others. It’s a line that comedians 
have had to be increasingly aware of even as they try to skate 
as close to the edge of acceptable for the sake of humor.

Jenny Johnson, a popular Houston writer who has found 
fame on Twitter, gained notoriety for a Twitter feud she 
had with singer Chris Brown in 2012. The exchange got so 
heated Brown deleted his Twitter account. In March, Johnson 
appeared on a South by Southwest Interactive panel with 
other Twitter comics, discussing the perks and perils of Twit-
ter comedy. But a few months later, Johnson herself caught 
a wave of Twitter protest for tweets about Kim Kardashian, 
accused by some of leaning too much on racial humor. John-
son’s unapologetic response? A string of tweets about race.

The more well-known someone is, the more likely it is that 
everything they post online will be scrutinized and reacted to 
unfavorably. Actors Alec Baldwin and Shia LeBeouf, Dallas 
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban, artist Kanye West and singer 
Rihanna all seem to have love/hate relationships with the 
instant-reaction culture of social media, engaging in angry 
debates or provoking fans when they’re not deleting accounts 
or ducking bad press generated from what they post.

Celebrities aren’t the only targets, though. A lowly intern 
mistakenly posting on a company’s social media account is 
just as likely to create a firestorm.

But why do we react so strongly to these things, becom-
ing what the New York Post once called in a headline, “The 
Internet outrage factory?” What sets us off?

Andrew Dillon, dean of the University of Texas School 
of Information, says research shows that during all that 
time we spend staring at screens, more effort is required to 
achieve the same comprehension as getting our informa-
tion from paper. And separately, online it feels like we’re 
engaging in an online conversation, rarely pausing to reflect 
for deeper meaning before we weigh in. “Not only does 
this increase the speed of response, but it tends to suppress 
careful consideration and deep discussion, leading often to 
decontextualized commentary and a breakdown in shared 
understanding,” Dillon said.

This becomes troubling when you consider how much of 
what’s posted online, even from reliable sources, can be out 
of context or simply wrong. Late last year, when a New Jer-
sey waitress posted that customers refused to tip her because 
she was gay, the Internet exploded in outrage, decrying her 
mistreatment. It turned out she made up the incident and 
was later fired from her job.

The actor James Franco earlier this year was accused 
of inappropriate flirting with a 17-year-old via the photo 
social network Instagram. It didn’t take long for news of the 

lechery to spread, but even today, it’s unclear if the incident 
wasn’t just an elaborate piece of performance art for a fic-
tional Franco film character.

The Internet is rarely what it seems. We get catfished. We 
fall victim to clever marketing tricks. We pass on bad infor-
mation because it’s there and we want to be first, to show 
that we’re in the know. But anger and outrage don’t really 
bottle back up well, especially when the target of the scorn 
turns out to be innocent.

But it’s also possible that the alternative is worse. At least 
we have channels where anyone’s voice can carry further 
than ever before, where collective speech is easy to corral 
into something useful, or at least something that can be 
acknowledged.

In a smart essay in Salon last year, writer Roxane Gay 
made a strong case for the utility of outrage. She wrote, 
“Internet outrage can seem mindless but it rarely is. To 
make that assumption is dismissive. There’s something 
beneath the outrage – an unwillingness to be silent in the 
face of ignorance, hatred or injustice. Outrage may not 
always be productive but it is far better than silence.”

I don’t think the anger is very healthy for us, but at least 
social media hasn’t turned us into passive drones, unable to 
think or feel or react.

The Internet is rarely what it 
seems. We get catfished. We 
fall victim to clever marketing 
tricks. We pass on bad 
information because it’s there 
and we want to be first, to show 
that we’re in the know
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science by amina khan

 “The mind is its own place, and in it self / Can 
make a Heav’n of Hell, a Hell of Heav’n,” 
John Milton wrote in Paradise Lost. It seems 

the English poet was at least half right.
In a new study, people who were asked to spend a 

few minutes alone with their thoughts disliked it so 
much that they would zap themselves with electric-
ity during their alone time.

The experiments detailed in the journal Science 
hint at a fraught relationship with inward-directed 
thought, an ability the study authors call an “inte-
gral part – perhaps even a defining part – of what 
makes us human.”

Tuning out the world around you and thinking 
about the past or imagining the future is (as far as 
we know) a uniquely human trait. But scientists at 
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville wanted 
to prove whether this was actually an enjoyable 
experience.

They set up six experiments where they asked 
college students to spend between six to 15 min-

In the jail of your mind
utes in a bare room entertaining themselves with 
their own thoughts – with no cellphone, books or 
distractions. More than half, 57.5 per cent, indi-
cated that it was difficult to concentrate, 89 per cent 
admitted that their mind wandered at least a little, 
and 49.3 per cent indicated they didn’t enjoy the 
experience very much.

To make sure the laboratory setting wasn’t the 
problem, the researchers then had college students 
spend time with their thoughts from the comfort 
of their own homes. Nearly a third, 32 per cent, 
admitted that they had “cheated” – doing some-
thing like checking their cellphones or listening 
to music. On average, they seemed to enjoy it even 
less at home than they did in the lab – which, the 
authors wrote, suggests “that just thinking is no 
easier at home than it is in the laboratory.”

The problem wasn’t unique to college students. 
The researchers then pulled participants from a local 
church and farmers’ market from age 18 to 77 to do 
the at-home experiment, and the results still held.

But how unpleasant is it, really, to be alone with 
your thoughts? To find out, the researchers gave 
study participants the same instructions – to 
spend time with their thoughts – but before the 
experiment, they asked them to rate certain posi-
tive stimuli (attractive photographs) and negative 
stimuli (small electric shocks). They were asked, 
if given $5, how much they’d pay to experience or 
avoid each stimulus again.

But during the thinking time, people still chose 
to electrically shock themselves rather than be alone 
with their thoughts for 15 minutes. A full 67 per cent 
of men who previously rated the shocks as unpleas-
ant – so unpleasant that they would actually pay 
money to avoid them – still chose to zap themselves 
at least once during that period. (One man appar-
ently shocked himself 190 times, and was treated 
as an outlier.) And 25 per cent of women who said 
they’d pay to avoid the shocks also voluntarily sub-
jected themselves to the electric sting.

“The gender difference is probably due to the 
tendency for men to be higher in sensation-seeking,” 
the authors wrote. “But what is striking is that sim-
ply being alone with their own thoughts for 15 min-
utes was apparently so aversive that it drove many 
participants to self-administer an electric shock that 
they had earlier said they would pay to avoid.”
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Hager calls kettle black
DIRTY POLITICS:  
How attack politics is 
poisoning New Zealand’s 
political environment
By Nicky Hager
Craig Potton, $35

There is a new 
and nasty game 
going down in 
the arena of New 
Zealand’s public 
(and sometimes 
not so public) 
life and its usual 
name is attack 
politics. Or more 
radically Dirty 

Politics. Hager is a well known leftwing 
commentator who made his name with 
The Hollow Men which looked at the 
National Party 2003-2005 and accused 
Don Brash of dark doings. Hager had 
already written several books such as 
Secret Power, New Zealand’s role in the 
international spy network and Other 
People’s War: New Zealand in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and the war on terror both 
of which were reviewed favourably not 
only in New Zealand but by American 
intelligence reviewers.

The most active and energetic of 
all of Hager’s numerous targets is 
Cameron Slater, famed for being the 
Whale Oil blogger whose emails have 
been hacked by a gentleman variously 
known as Whaledump / Rawshark. In 
the currently increasingly vicious New 
Zealand political climate it’s beginning 
to seem if you’re not being hacked, 
you’re a goody two-shoes. Slater is 
recorded by Hager as often produc-
ing 5 to 10 new blogs a day. In general, 
prominent left wingers are the target 
though plenty of right wingers like 
Kim Dotcom are not spared. (And by 
the by, Mr Dotcom is allegedly not the 

secret anti-Key or anti-Slater blogger.) 
Slater’s numerous heavyweight victims 
include businessman Owen Glenn, 
Mayor Len Brown, opposition leader 
David Cunliffe, the aforementioned 
Kim Dotcom, Trevor Mallard, Winston 
Peters, Rodney Hide and Phil Goff. 
Slater, like his blogger “colleagues”, 
peppers his emails with f and c words.

Here is a sample of Slater’s tactics 
as he urges Herald gossip columnist 
Rachel Glucina, “You should dig out 
some girl stories about Owen Glenn, 
either who he was/has shagged or tried 
to get into the sack… If you can’t find 
any then make it up… It is open season 
on him right now.” Slater was paid 
$6555 a month by Carrick Graham, 
son of former Cabinet Minister Doug 
Graham. Slater also comes from solid 
National stock – his father was the 
former head of the National Party.

Slater, who does not appear to have 
graduated from any charm school, 
arrogantly (though not inaccurately) 
claims: “Every politician should be 
scared of me.” Except, presumably, 
John Key who has frequent telephone 
contact with Slater. One could say Key 
is the key – he is the one politician, 
more than any other, who benefits 
from all the attacks on left wing and 
marginalised political figures. (By the 
time this review is in print, the out-
come of our election will be known.) 

Recently resigned Minister Judith 
Collins was also hand in glove with 
Slater and the two exchanged emails 
remarking how if you are attacked you 
always respond by dishing out double. 
Significantly, Slater says, he learned this 
from Collins! Other people targeted by 
Hager as right wing bloggers include, 
businessman Aaron Bhatnagar, Simon 
Lusk, Jordan Williams, David Farrar, 
Jason Ede, and Carrick Graham.

bookcase by michael morrissey

The grubby side of politics is 
one thing but the cynicism is even 
more sinister when health issues 
are involved. Hager informs us that 
Carrick Graham put several posts on 
Slater’s blog attacking the idea of plain 
cigarette packaging. Graham is spokes-
person for the New Zealand Associa-
tion of Convenience Stores which is 
a pro-smoking lobby group. Graham 
also posted an attack on Professor 
Doug Sellman, head of the National 
Addiction Centre over the issue of 
hand sanitiser bottles being filled with 
high-alcohol liquid. Another health 
issue was the recall of several thousand 
bottles of cream by Fonterra. Posts 
written by Katherine Rich on behalf of 
the Food and Grocery Council, mini-
mizing the matter, were sent through 
to Graham for publication.

Though Slater has successfully 
obtained court protection for the 
privacy of his email, the indications 
are this form of electronic espionage 
and attack will increase rather than 
decrease. Though we do not (thank-
fully) live in the government-controlled 
world of 1984 the peppery ever-chang-
ing hemisphere of New Zealand politics 
is like professional tennis at full bore 
with spin and counterspin. I guess it’s 
a weird kind of triumph for democracy 
that whistleblowers like Nicky Hager 
and Rawshark can exist alongside Slater 
and his cohorts. In less democratic 
countries, Hager would have been sent 
to the equivalent of Siberia (Fiordland?) 
or simply murdered. Or as they used 
to say in Stalin’s day, liquidated. Thus, 
though the political environment is 
being poisoned as the book’s sub-
title suggests, this process is a grubby 
vindication of a “freedom of the press” 
tradition and of the very activities it so 
callously and cynically exploits. Using the question and answer format, 

it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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UPDIKE
By Adam Begley
HarperCollins,$50

The lives of art-
ists and writers 
are often accom-
panied by suffer-
ing and isolation 
– not enough 
recognition, 
scant publica-
tion or sales, no 
money, unhappy 
childhood 

or bullying parents, family poverty, 
indifferent public, hostile government 
reaction, inner psychological distur-
bance – depression, bipolar disorder, 
paranoia, phobias. All of these adversi-
ties were singularly absent from the 
life and career of famed writer John 
Updike. He was an only child, always 
encouraged by his writer mother. Ini-
tially, he wanted to be a cartoonist and 
visual artist but writing later became 
his more enduring focus. 

At the young age of twelve, he 
discovered and fell in love with the 
sophisticated New Yorker magazine – a 
pathway almost impossible to imag-
ine nowadays. Ten years later, he was 
offered a job on the magazine which 
he promptly accepted. He contributed 
numerous short stories, talk pieces and 
light verse. Yet within two years he 
decided to strike out on his own and 
not become a literary hack – one who 
wrote more or less to order. And let it 
be said this would be no easy task if 
you lacked the ability to deliver. This 
was just the start of what was to be a 
glittering and prize-rewarded career.

One must never underestimate 
Updike’s early ambition and sustained 
resolve. He was a prolific contribu-
tor to his school magazine (285 items 
– stories, poems, film reviews, essays 
and drawings) and later to the Harvard 
Lampoon. Thus was his apprenticeship 
served. Right from the onset, Updike 
was recognised as exceptionally intel-
ligent and exceptionally talented.

Nonetheless, trauma did occur in his 
life. It was of course not war nor inva-
sion or anything sexually untoward but 
rather a species of alienation. When he 
was thirteen, the family left the small 
town of Shillington, Pennsylvania and 

Coup. Like nearly all of his numerous 
novels, it was well received. The third 
volume of the Rabbit quartet, Rab-
bit is Rich, gained him a triple literary 
ward. Updike collected every impor-
tant American literary prize though 
was never awarded the Nobel but then 
neither was Nabokov who was slightly 
higher in the literary pecking order than 
Updike. However, Updike couldn’t resist 
giving the Big One to Bech, an alterna-
tive ego writer, who featured in several 
novels. As Updike’s life was relatively 
uneventful, this gives Begley ample 
space to analyse the author’s works in 
meticulous detail and with elegance.

Once or twice Updike’s work was 
attacked. Professor John Alridge 
declared that Updike did not have an 
interesting mind, had no remarkable 
narrative gift and lacked a distinguished 
style. The last critical shaft was the 
cruellest and of course inaccurate, as 
style was Updike’s widely acknowledged 
forte. Moreover, Alridge asserts Updike’s 
characters were not meaningful, and 
most damning of all, he had nothing to 
say. But Alridge’s heavy salvo was very 
much the exception. Updike had a very 
long and successful career – well over 50 
years – and is still very much a presence 
on the scene, despite having left this 
world. Updike was cheerful, unfailingly 
polite, never nasty or brutal, kind and 
loving to his children, never conceited 
and had a wicked sense of humour (little 
seen in his work). Also he was a gener-
ous and prolific book reviewer. Gener-
ally, he was regarded as a thoroughly 
nice guy though of course he had one 
fatal flaw – he never excelled at fidelity. 
Hopefully, God will forgive him. 

moved to a relatively remote farm. He 
found the new locale lonesome, boring 
and the rural environment meant that 
he was often choked up with hay fever. 
This sojourn resulted in one of his early 
novels, Of the Farm, which provided 
a portrait of his mother. He portrayed 
his father as George Caldwell in the 
highly symbolic and mythologically 
themed novel, The Centaur. Both of 
these novels and his stories in the New 
Yorker set Updike firmly on the path-
way to literary fame. One of the early 
well-known stories that impacted on 
me was the parable-like “Pigeon Feath-
ers” which has an adolescent boy being 
so taken with the beautiful colour and 
design of a dead pigeon’s feathers that 
he feels that God must have been gen-
erous enough to grant him, a human 
being, a life after death.

Updike gained further fame, if not 
notoriety (and wealth) though his 
controversial novel Couples, published 
in 1968 took him to the cover of Time 
magazine, a rare honour for a writer. 
Even in an age which had seen Lolita 
and Tropic of Cancer legally published, 
Couples was regarded as a new land-
mark in sexual frankness – though 
compared to the lurid trash that has 
come to pass, it would not be consid-
ered pornography.

Updike was a deeply autobiographi-
cal writer whose early experience of 
isolation and his later sexual adven-
tures beyond the confines of marriage 
– an activity also indulged in by his 
first wife Mary – all became the stuff 
of thinly disguised fiction. At the time, 
an oft repeated refrain during an era 
when civil rights protest and feminism 
were prominent, was that the personal 
was the political, though Updike was 
almost never political in the strict 
sense of the term. (Compare him to 
Mailer!) He even unfashionably half 
sided with the American presence in 
Vietnam, though he was always cau-
tious rather than gung-ho in his views. 
Nevertheless, his opinions got him into 
hot water for a while.

Social realism written in his elabo-
rately wrought neo-Nabokovian style 
remained his dominant mode. How-
ever, later travel took him to Africa and 
prompted him to write an uncharacter-
istically experimental novel called The 

Generally, he was 
regarded as a 
thoroughly nice guy 
though of course he 
had one fatal flaw – 
he never excelled at 
fidelity. Hopefully, 
God will forgive him 



44 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Oct/Nov 2014

U2 have just released what will 
soon be the most deleted album 
in history.

There it is, sitting in your iTunes 
Music Library whether you asked for 
it or not: “Songs of Innocence,” the 
heroic Irish rock band’s 13th album, 
which they surprise released for free in 
partnership with Apple at the con-
sumer tech giant’s iPhone 6 (and Apple 
Watch) rollout this month.

In a stroke of Internet razzmatazz, 
Apple made the 11 songs instantly 
ready for download in the libraries of 

all 500 million plus iTunes users in 109 
countries around the world.

So, is this “Songs of Innocence” 
(Interscope 3 stars), with a title 
inspired by a 1797 collection of poems 
by William Blake (never fear, there will 
be a sequel called ‘Songs of Experi-
ence’) any good?

Yes, it is. We’ll get to that in a 
minute.

First, let’s talk about means of 
delivery, as it seems that in this post-
Beyonce world, a blockbuster album 
cannot exist without a super-secret 

game-changing release strategy 
intended to win the 24/7 news cycle, at 
least for a day or so.

“Songs of Innocence” accomplishes 
that while ingeniously (or obnoxiously, 
depending on how you feel about the 
band) putting the music one no-cost 
click away from the ears of pretty much 
anyone in the world who might be 
interested in hearing it.

Even if half the people gifted with 
Songs instantly delete it, it’ll still be in 
the possession of a quarter of a billion 
people, a number roughly four times as 

music by dan deluca

U2’s ‘Songs of Innocence’
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back to the use of the 2004 single “Ver-
tigo” in an iPod ad.

Enough with the biz, on to the 
music. Here’s the real shocker about 
“Songs of Innocence”: It makes for a 
surprisingly intimate listening experi-
ence, short on hubris and, dare we say, 
long on something that sounds like 
humility.

Maybe that’s because making it 
seems to have been an epic struggle. A 
new U2 album was expected this past 
spring, five years after “No Line On 
The Horizon.” Five producers worked 
on “Songs,” including Danger Mouse, 
Paul Epworth, Flood, Declan Gaffney 
and OneRepublic singer Ryan Tedder, 
whose hit-maker fingerprints are on 
the glossiest tracks.

The solution to the logjam for the 
now 50-something rock band was to 
write tight songs with clean, clear mel-
odies – best exemplified by the “With 
or Without You”-ish “Every Breaking 
Wave” – that recall their original inspi-
ration for making music growing up in 
1970s Dublin.

The often sweet and refreshingly 
short – just over 40 minutes – album 
kicks off with “The Miracle (Of Joey 
Ramone),” a chugging rocker in which 
Bono thanks his lucky stars for the 
appearance of a leather clad punk sing-
ing “a song that made some sense out 
of the world.”

“I woke up at the moment that the 
miracle occurred,” the messianic singer 
sings, rhyming it with (here’s the 
humility) “I get so many things I don’t 
deserve.”

There’s another warm hearted punk 
tribute in “This Is Where You Can 
Reach Me Now,” dedicated to Joe 
Strummer, in which the Edge’s Stonesy 
guitar lines cast a hypnotic spell. Other 
songs look back on childhood trauma: 
“Iris (Hold Me Close),” is about Bono’s 
mother, who died when he was 14.

“Raised By Wolves,” revisits growing 
up amidst religious violence of IRA 
bombings but falters with a weak cho-
rus that is likely guilty of exaggerating 
just how feral of a childhood the young 
U2ers suffered through. Less successful 
still is “California (There Is No End To 
Love),” which starts out as an awkward 
Beach Boys homage, with its kinda 
dumb “Bar-Bar-Barbara Ann, Santa 
Barbara Ann” chant.

The album sparkles elsewhere. 
There’s the fittingly explosive “Vol-
cano,” in which Edge’s signature guitar 
shimmer is most effectively employed, 
and the Danger Mouse-produced, 
atmospheric closer “The Troubles” 
which would seem to also allude to 
Catholic v. Protestant strife.

But the dark-hued song, with Swed-
ish singer Lyyke Li repeating the 
ghostly mantra, “somebody stepped 
inside your soul,” looks inward instead, 
with Bono musing, “You think it’s 
easier, to put your finger on the trouble, 
when the trouble is you.” The song ends 
“Innocence” on a unsettling note, as 
“Experience” waits in the wings, ready 
to complicate what once seemed so 
simple and true.

large as those estimated to have pur-
chased Michael Jackson’s “Thriller,” the 
biggest seller of all time. For the rock 
band that seeks to continue to be the last 
superstar remnant of a splintered mono-
culture that is, quite literally, huge.

And don’t think that U2 didn’t get 
paid. “I don’t believe in free music,” 
Bono said. “Songs of Innocence” is 
a gift not from the band, but from 
Apple, who paid Bono, the Edge, Adam 
Clayton and Larry Mullen Jr. an undis-
closed sum, so they could give the 
album away. The partnership stretches 

“Songs of Innocence” is a gift not from 
the band, but from Apple, who paid Bono, 
the Edge, Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen 
Jr. an undisclosed sum, so they could 
give the album away
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movies by cary darling & mark olsen

A stellar cast

T here’s one thing nobody can 
take away from This Is Where I 
Leave You: its stellar cast.

Tina Fey, Jason Bateman, Adam 
Driver, Jane Fonda, Rose Byrne, Con-
nie Britton, Timothy Olyphant and 
the underrated Corey Stoll. If there’s 
a dramedy to be made about contem-
porary upper-middle-class Americans 
going about their contemporary upper-
middle-class lives, then this is the crew 
that can pull it off. And they are cer-
tainly the best thing about This Is Where 
I Leave You, an amiable and occasionally 
funny but flyweight film that’s probably 
what would happen if someone ever 
made “Modern Family The Movie.”

There’s certainly nothing new about 
the premise. Members of a far-flung, 
dysfunctional family are called home 
after the death of the father and the 
reunion prompts a variety of secrets 
and simmering grudges to surface. Bet 
you didn’t see that coming.

Though, in this case, the family is 
Jewish and everyone has to sit shiva for 
seven days, meaning they’re in close 
quarters for a long period of time so 
that even more sparks can fly.

Bateman is Judd Altman, a producer 
for a radio shock-jock, who has discov-
ered his wife Quinn (Abigail Spencer) 
is having an affair. Younger brother 
Phillip (Driver) is a slacker who is in a 
relationship with his therapist, Tracy 
(Britton), who also shows up for the 
shiva. Oldest brother Paul (Stoll) and his 
wife Alice (Kathryn Hahn) are having 
trouble conceiving a child. Alice used 

to date Judd years ago and it’s still a 
sore point between the brothers. Sister 
Wendy (Fey) seems the most grounded, 
though all is not well in her marriage 
to high-flying exec Holly (Olyphant). 
Meanwhile, Judd’s childhood friend 
Penny (Byrne) is glad he’s back in town 
because she’s still crushing on him.

Shepherding all of them is mom Hill-
ary (Fonda), who just wants everyone 
to get along, play nice and share their 
memories of dear old Dad. Hilarity, or 
at least amusement, ensues.

Based on a novel by Jonathan Trop-
per (who also wrote the screenplay) 
and directed by Shawn Levy (who has 
a resume of middlebrow comedies like 
The Internship and the Night at the 
Museum movies), This Is Where I Leave 

You has nothing new to say about fami-
lies as it predictably runs the emotional 
arc from manic to maudlin. While there 
are chuckles, there’s little that’s laugh-
out-loud funny and the drama feels 
prefabricated. And there’s at least one 
running gag – the family’s nickname 
for the rabbi and his offended reaction – 
that’s not particularly humorous but is 
repeated ad nauseum.

Still, Fonda is terrific as a woman 
trying to keep her family and herself 
together while Driver is engaging with 
his lanky goofball persona and Fey gets 
to show off a slightly more serious side. 
Bateman, as usual, does his best as the 
put-upon yuppie everyman.

If it weren’t for the cast though, This 
Is Where I Leave You would be just 
another sitcom with a bigger budget 
and more swearing.

THIS IS WHERE I LEAVE YOU
Cast: Tina Fey, Jason Bateman, 
Jane Fonda, Adam Driver
Directed: Shawn Levy
Running time: 103 mins
Rated: R for strong language, 
sexual content, some drug use
GGG

Though, in this case, the family is 
Jewish and everyone has to sit shiva for 
seven days, meaning they’re in close 
quarters for a long period of time so that 
even more sparks can fly
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A handsome, polite young man 
arrives at the door of a mod-
est, middle-class family in New 

Mexico saying he served in the mili-
tary with their recently deceased son. 
They invite him in. Wouldn’t anyone?

In The Guest, such a seemingly innoc-
uous setup sets off a startling chain of 
events that involves much mayhem, a 
top-secret military program and a finale 
set amid an elaborate high school Hal-
loween haunted-house maze.

Things take a few beats to get weird, 
and even then for a time it seems that 
the unexpected visitor might be a 
net positive for the family. He helps 
the daughter (Maika Monroe) with 
boyfriend troubles, the teenage son 
(Brendan Meyer) with bullies at school, 
Mom (Sheila Kelley) with her grief 
over her older son and in his own way 
assists Dad (Leland Orser) at work. 
Once he displays a violent side, and 
the family discovers he was part of a 
private, government-funded program 
to create superhuman soldiers, the new 
friend seems less a helping hand and 
more an imminent threat.

Such a role required someone who 
could toggle between innocently 
charming and more darkly villainous. 
Dan Stevens, best known for a hyper-
romantic role on TV’s Downton Abbey, 
was just right. 

The film marks both a continuity 
and a new direction in the collabora-
tion between director Adam Wingard 
and screenwriter Simon Barrett. They 
make movies that are film-fan savvy, 
self-aware in a modern way and yet 
still genuine all on their own. Fol-
lowing the rollicking midnight world 
premiere of their You’re Next as part 
of the 2011 Toronto fest, the film was 
caught up in a corporate reshuffling 
between distributors and sat waiting 
for release for nearly two years. Rather 
than sit around and fret, they were 
shooting The Guest in New Mexico 
by the time You’re Next finally came 
out last year. Continuing to work with 
producers Keith Calder and Jessica 
Wu, Wingard and Barrett’ are now 
moving beyond horror.

And though You’re Next did respect-
able business, bringing in more than 
$18 million – not bad for a movie made 
for less than $1 million – it wasn’t quite 

the smash that some expected.
The pair discusses ideas for stories, 

frequently with a number of ideas 
floating between them, until Barrett 
heads off to work on a first draft on his 
own, which he will then show to Wing-
ard for notes and adjustments. Some-
times Wingard will send Barrett music 
along the way to suggest tone – “It 
really will be, are you writing a movie I 
can put this song in?” Wingard said.

Wingard and Barrett first worked 
together on 2010’s A Horrible Way to 
Die, their inversion of the serial-killer 
movie, and You’re Next combined the 
family reunion film and home invasion 
thriller. With its broad-ranging refer-
ences, from The Terminator to Hal-
loween, and a neon-rimmed throwback 
vibe, The Guest is something different.

Rather, The Guest draws from a 
lifetime of anonymous late-night cable 
thrillers to create something of a super-
soldier of a movie, pulling from bad 
movies in service of creating a good 
one. The LA Weekly said it “deliv-
ers on everything ... a transcendent 
comic chiller” while Empire magazine 
encouraged audiences to “tune into its 
strange frequency.’

“It’s even less of a specific genre film 
but more of an all-encompassing nos-
talgia trip that takes its subject utterly 
seriously. It’s not like a parody,” said 

Wingard. “When You’re Next came out, 
there was a weird divide among horror 
fans where a lot of people didn’t know if 
we were joking or if the jokes in the film 
were unintentional. They were clearly 
intentional, but the good thing about 
The Guest now is that it is kind of clearly 
saying, ‘Obviously we’re joking.’ “

“It’s important to us to take our 
characters really seriously,” noted Bar-
rett. “It’s really just about treating the 
characters as real people and seeing 
what they would do. Simply put, if I 
can’t explain something to Adam, he 
can’t explain it to an actor.”

Earlier this month it was reported 
by the Wrap that Wingard and Barrett 
would be working on a remake of Kim 
Jee-woon’s 2010 South Korean revenge 
thriller I Saw the Devil. (Wingard, Bar-
rett and Calder all confirmed the news 
via Twitter, while noting it’s still very 
early in the process.) So it seems as if 
their plan to keep the ball rolling in 
new directions is still in motion.

THE GUEST
Cast: Dan Stevens, Sheila Kelley, 
Maika Monroe, Brendan Meyer
Directed by: Adam Wingard
Running time: 99 mins
Rating: R for violence, language, 
some drug use
GGG
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The attack upon the accumulated 
wisdom of an older generation which 
has lived on this planet with far more 
opportunity to come of age intellectu-
ally, and was much better taught than 
most of today’s parents, now comes 
from all sides. It is notably indulged in 
by pop singers whom we are not naive 
enough to regard as the most well-
informed products of our mass educa-
tion system. Their confidence that the 
young know best is bolstered by New 
Zealand’s current pop celebrity, the 
gothically-inclined Lorde, asserting 
that older generations can’t understand 
the young.

Even bypassing J.M. Barrie’s gentle 
reflection that he was no longer young 
enough to know everything…today’s 
older generation were once young 
themselves – and well understand what 
is to be young. This apparently escapes 

those regarding themselves as leading 
the thinking. In reality, they have been 
deliberately cheated of the ability and 
tools to think well. As Henry Ford suc-
cinctly put it, “Thinking is hard work, 
which is why so few indulge in it.” 

The antics on TV One’s Seven Sharp 
programme – nightly unscrolling like 
an adolescent, tedious – if initially 
somewhat amusing, mutual admira-
tion affair between two embarrass-
ingly narcissistic presenters – recall 
Malcolm Muggeridge’s warning that, 
given the West’s directions, the chil-
dren would end up running the show. 
Centre-staging celebrity interviews, 
with icons of the pop sub-culture now 
damagingly promoted in schools, feeds 
publicity to routinely vulgar, barely-
dressed females outdoing one another 
to shock. No heed is given to the conse-
quences for impressionable, imitative 

adolescents. The publicity provided to 
Miley Cyrus, crudely promoting the 
most degrading, sexually provoca-
tive “dance” movements suggested to 
young girls, can be contrasted with the 
fine stance taken by the Principal and 
Dean of a Vermont High School shut-
ting down the school dance because of 
copycat behaviour.

Commentator P.J. O’Rourke goes 
to the heart of the matter. “You can’t 
shame or humiliate modern celebri-
ties. What used to be called shame and 
humiliation is now called publicity.” 
And yet our schools are enthusiasti-
cally encouraging their pupils towards 
the dead-end, pop celebrity cult – as 
in the SmokeFreeRockQuest. Today’s 
change of focus, steering children 
towards the third-rate, rather than 
the first-rate, replaces quality learn-
ing – a whole wonderful world open to 
those applying themselves – and lucky 
enough to be well-taught.

It’s time for a far stronger involve-
ment by grandparents to assist their 
children to front up to schools and 
oppose the replacing of genuine learn-
ing by the dumbed-down, unmistake-
ably sexualized displacement activities 
now taking place. 

But why have the elderly in Western 
society become targets of disparage-
ment? Why the contrast between the 

Grandparents have never mattered more to their grandchildren than they do 
today. Their children, and now their children’s children, are the first generations to 
know far less of what is really important for us to survive as a thinking, ostensibly 
free democracy – (in other words, to be genuinely well-educated) – than their 
grandparents and even great-grandparents.

It’s time for a far stronger involvement by 
grandparents to assist their children to 

front up to schools and oppose the replacing 
of genuine learning by the dumbed-down, 

unmistakeably sexualized displacement 
activities now taking place

If you don’t know we’re at war, 
then it’s time to wake up
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considerable respect in which they are 
held in other cultures? What when a 
longer living time on our planet under-
pins the opportunity for accumulated 
wisdom and knowledge? Yet inevita-
bly, when Winston Peters (apparently 
the only genuinely well-informed 
politician New Zealand now produces) 
addresses an audience of those only too 
well understanding the threats facing 
us as a nation, mass media reporters, 
apparently cloned, will basically dis-
miss his “largely grey-haired audience”.

 A far better taught, older generation 
can see young New Zealanders emerg-
ing from our schools with nothing 
remotely like a genuine education…
and this obviously includes many of 
the media.

Today’s short-changed young, 
encouraged to over-familiarly address 
teachers by their first names – less-
ening intergenerational respect – is 
presided over by many, poorly-spoken, 
under-educated teachers lacking any 
appearance of professionalism. It’s by 
no means uncommon to find the men 
dressed down, over-casually, while 
some women teachers are staggeringly 
unkempt, their hair bedraggled, their 
dress untidy. Contrast these with staff 
photos taken of teachers a generation 
ago and the down-grading of the pro-
fession is obvious.

So what has happened to what should 
be thorough, systematic teaching in 
schools? Why are we paying incompe-
tent teachers who wouldn’t even pass 
an examination in their own subject? A 
professional acquaintance employed to 
assess maths teachers is shocked at the 
basic ignorance she is encountering. 
I noted three common grammatical 
errors in the column a local teacher 
now writes while temporarily abroad 
– a teacher whose senior pupils some 
time back were referred to me, because, 
as their mother pointed out, their 
English books were full of uncorrected 
mistakes, and bad language was appar-
ently acceptable. My own experience 
supports what good, dismayed teach-
ers know, that most English teachers 
(as was pointed out even in the 70s) 
know no more about the English 
language than those they’re supposed 
to be teaching. No wonder the push to 
remove genuine external examinations, 

casting light upon which schools were 
teaching well.

Our present “national standards” – 
which of course are not national – are 
merely a variation on the pick-and-
choose internal assessments which 
replaced external examinations in the 
late 80s. However, apparently even the 
expectation that pupils should be able 
to read, write and do simple arithmetic 
is too much for the left-wing teacher 
unions to tolerate. Labour undertakes 
to remove these. Meanwhile, some 
schools are now teaching little else, 
claiming they are all that is mandated.

Nothing fundamentally changes. 
The writing book of a clever little girl 
has her written work uncorrected – 
spelling, punctuation, grammatical 
mistakes ignored – reminding me of 
when I took her father’s book up to his 
school, to point out that his stories had 
a variation of 29, 33, 27, etc. mistakes 
completely ignored in each English 
essay he had written. His teacher was 
too incompetent to recognise them. He 
was learning nothing in that class.

The youngest son of a neighbour 
(we’ll call him Tom) is a fifth former 
facing an English examination where 
his set text is no great work of litera-
ture, but follows the pattern of a once 
engrossing and worthwhile subject 
turned into an area of political propa-
ganda. Today’s set English texts focus 
on edgy, disturbing material and the 
replacing of first-class reading by far 
less worthwhile, “trendy” material…
with an inappropriate emphasis on 
video and film. Tom, who was an avid 

child reader, now loathes English as a 
subject. Nor has he ever been offered 
any of those worthwhile poets who left 
us such a heritage of great work…he 
has never heard of Chaucer, Browning, 
Tennyson, Hopkins, Arnold, Shelley, 
Keats, Chesterton, Belloc and others 
from among our finest writers.

Given that our education bureau-
cracy is now well and truly controlled 
by cultural Marxists using Lenin’s 
well-meaning fools to strongly resist 
any move back towards genuinely 
worthwhile learning, the alternative of 
home-schooling – achieving far better 
academics results worldwide – is the 
best hope for New Zealand children.

Well-educated grandparents are 
now invaluable in what has become a 
war against academic excellence. This 
movement – with all its opportunities 
for liaising to offer the much over-rated 
“socialisation ” promised by the schools – 
should be seriously considered by parents 
ignored or disparaged when questioning 
what is happening to their children. We 
need an overdue resistance movement by 
grandparents, supporting their children 
– and their children’s children. 

© Amy Brooke
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