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How could that be, if it is religious?, 
you ask. Ah, that’s the thing. The 
organizers tell journalists ‘It is not reli-
gious’, and the media repeat the mantra 
in a kind of Star Wars-y ‘These are not 
the droids you’re looking for’ way.

There are some letters in this issue 
about Mindfulness, and they can speak 
for themselves, but the reality is that 
Mindfulness is as Buddhist as the Dalai 
Lama. Schmuck journalists – ‘repeaters’ 
rather than ‘reporters’ – only say it is 
‘not religious’ because they don’t actually 
understand religion and they certainly 
don’t understand Eastern meditation.

Mindfulness is the western name. In 
the east it is known, among other things 
as Vipassana. “The mindfulness practice 
can be difficult if not downright pain-
ful, especially at the beginning,” says 
Shinzen Young, a Vipassana teacher. 
“By way of compensation it equips the 
meditator with a systematic procedure 
that will transform any ordinary experi-

Thought control
Is it just me, or is the world sleepwalking to national suicide, as Mark Steyn once eloquently 
put it? Last issue we brought you the story of Mind Control, an Eastern religious conditioning 
system known as “Mindfulness” which is sweeping the world. More significantly, it is 
sweeping into schools in New Zealand, America, Australia, the UK and Canada.

Schmuck journalists – ‘repeaters’ rather 
than ‘reporters’ – only say it is ‘not religious’ 

because they don’t actually understand 
religion and they certainly don’t understand 

Eastern meditation

Editor

ence of daily life into a profound contact 
with one’s spiritual source.”

Here in New Zealand, Mindfulness 
also falls under the Buddhist brand 
‘Insight Meditation”, and practitioner 
Stephen Batchelor has called mindful-
ness ‘the hub’ of Buddhism, because 
when practiced often it creates a way of 
approaching everyday life:

“Mindfulness and concentration, are 
in fact the hub of the buddhist wheel 
if you like, but to remember that a hub 
only has any function if it is connected 
with spokes to a rim. I think for many 
buddhists, unfortunately, their practice 
seems to resemble a hub in isolation, in 
other words they may be very proficient 
in doing certain spiritual techniques 
and exercises but it seem to make little 
qualitative difference or link into how 
you actually live your life in its totality.

“So my call really would be to suggest 
expanding the notion of practice, recov-
ering the notion of it being an ongoing 

way of life that embraces all parts of 
ourselves and at the same time recog-
nising that that way of life is founded in 
a moment-to-moment exercise of mind-
fulness and awareness that somehow 
sustains it, enlivens it and grounds it.”

All of which is why plans to force 
schoolchildren to do mindfulness 
meditation daily is nothing more than 
indoctrinating children into a Bud-
dhist mindset so that they will be far 
more open to it later in life.

Children do not have the ability to give 
informed consent, especially when the 
programmes are backed by the authority 
of school and teachers, and where par-
ents are being lied to and told there are 
no religious features to the meditation – 
to a Buddhist the very point of medita-
tion goes to the heart of that religion.

It is time for parents to make their 
voices heard, and give their kids a 
chance to bypass compulsory Vipas-
sana indoctrination.
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MINDFULNESS CON
The essential flaw in the background is “What is religion?” From the free 
internet version of the Oxford Dictionary: “A cause, principle or activity pur-
sued with zeal or conscientious devotion”.

According to that definition in the snip above, people who are actu-
ally practising their religion – with “zeal and conscientious devotion” are 
religious: their religion may be atheism or another zealous pursuit. They 
are not against religion in schools (or anywhere). They are against any-
thing contrary to their own belief system. The essence of their religion 
is anti-Christianity.

So what happens? Every “religion” seeks to introduce its specific reli-
gious brand into schools (and elsewhere). It is their belief; they believe that 
what they are doing is right. Many otherwise intelligent people cannot see 
through this and accept it, going with the flow of “anti-religion”.

Part of this belief system is the very convincing attitude of the promot-
ers of the religion. If this has a scientific flavour (like education and mental 
health sanctification) – so much the better. Most untruths are well hidden 
within imagined and even real truths: The first lie is that their concepts are 
secular and generally accepted. The fact that it is not true, is irrelevant to 
them. If this religion can become mainstream, most people on the band-
wagon do not realize exactly what they are promoting. 

The point is that Christians are not so good at this; they want the Bible in 
schools and have no pretence about it. 

If some people wish to practise a “secularly presented religion”, it should 
not interfere with the freedom of others. Such “mind control”, as Ian Wishart 
elucidates for us, contradicts to the religious freedom that we proudly profess.

Tony Harris, via email

GRUMPY NEW AGER WRITES
Regarding your investigation of the Mindfulness program being introduced 
into schools, you are scathing of this practice, particularly that it has some 
relationship to Buddhist teachings, yet you give absolutely no reasons why 
it is being accepted by the Mental Health department and the Education 
department who must be seeing some positive benefits from what is being 
explored by the children.

Really, where is your bias coming from?
What are you afraid of? And where do you get the nonsense about Lucifer?
The standard of your journalism has dropped below the Professional 

threshold this time.
Kelvin Falconer, Katikati

Editor’s response: It is New Age/Buddhist indoctrination, sneaking into 
schools under the guise of a secular ‘anti-bullying’ programme (who could 
object to that?). At least Bible in Schools is honest about what it is. This is just 
deceptive con-artistry. As for the Lucifer angle, go check out Theosophy’s 
sacred writings and in particular (I love this one): “It is Satan who is the god of 
our planet, and the only god” (Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine). Or, “In antiq-
uity and reality Lucifer or Luciferius is the name. Lucifer is divine and terres-
trial Light, the ‘Holy Ghost’ and ‘Satan’ at one and the same time.” (ditto)

You’re a Buddhist, so you really should be aware that the Buddhist faith 
you follow today is not based so much on the teachings of Gautama, but 
more on the teachings of Helena Blavatsky who is responsible for nearly 
all Buddhism as it is practiced today, she and her team having travelled to 
Ceylon, one of the final remaining outposts of Buddhism in the 1870s, and 
re-interpreted the texts, training the monks to go to the Asian mainland and 
spread the new satanic version, which they did. 

Many New Age groups today pray ‘The Great Invocation’, a prayer sup-COVER: NEWSCOM/MAXPPP

Communiques
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Just care
She’s over eighty
but he’s telling her off, sarcastic
at her expense, a not so weighty
but hurtful put down, less caustic
than condescending.

She slips away from listening
looking up to the left, remembering
the little boy, eyes glistening
with the tears that, dissembling.
she pretends are not there.

It would be nice, she thinks,
if sometimes he would hug her
and call her dear. Just care.

Jenifer Foster

POETRY

posedly given to Theosopher and Satanist Alice Bailey 
in 1945 by a two thousand year old spirit entity called 
Djwhal Khul…it is a prayer inviting the antichrist to 
come to earth: “Let light stream forth into human 
minds/ Let Light descend on Earth/ …May the Coming 
One return to Earth.” The ‘Coming One’ as you have 
already seen, is Lucifer. The Great Invocation opened 
proceedings leading into the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, it 
is now commonly used in meditation, and is endorsed 
by the United Nations as the prayer to be uttered for 
International Peace Day.

Interesting, Bailey wrote that Lucifer will use the United 
Nations, and the energy generated by meditating for 
peace through world unity, to return to Earth in power:

“The one who works to produce at-one-ment, unifica-
tion and fusion is generating a slowly-growing will-to-
unity within the Assembly of the United Nations. This 
Being can only channel His energies through the mass 
consciousness, or through a group conscious entity, 
such as the UN.”

The ‘mass consciousness’ is relevant to the rollout of 
meditation programmes in schools, because the UN 
assistant Secretary General responsible for the world 
education curriculum (which includes New Zealand’s 
NCEA) was a Lucifer-worshipper and disciple of Alice 
Bailey’s. His name was Dr Robert Muller and he put in 
place education policies like this:

“Global education must transcend material, scientific 
and intellectual achievements and reach deliberately 
into the moral and spiritual spheres.”

Which is where Mindfulness comes in. The tech-
niques are religious, and Mindfulness practitioners 
saying otherwise are lying to you. It is in all the rituals, 
including the ringing of a small bell in classrooms dur-
ing meditation. 

As the UN’s spiritual adviser Sri Chinmoy said in a UN 
ceremony, “The divine success and supreme progress of 
the United Nations is bound to become a reality. At his 
choice hour, the Absolute Supreme will ring His own 
victory-bell here on Earth.”

Yes, in a school classroom somewhere near you, 
where New Age religious freaks have been allowed to 
indoctrinate your kids…anyone wanting the documen-
tary evidence supporting these allegations will find the 
documents in the book Totalitaria.

COMMENTS ON “TRAINING PARROTS”
Over and above my dismay at discovering that teach-
ing Maori words, songs and customs was compulsory 
for even pre-primary teachers in schools without any 
Maori children, I found the training of these teachers 
to be similar to my experience in the medical world. I 
did not – like the teachers – have to name my sacred 
mountain and river and sleep over in a marae, but…

It goes back about a decade and-a-half: We were a 
group of public hospital employees – mostly new , but 
also some who missed previous ‘opportunities’ to do 
their compulsory, three-day ‘Waitangi training’. The 

group consisted of administration staff, nurses and 
doctors (including an overseas trained specialist). Most 
of us did not have NZ citizenship and were desperate to 
conform to current norms.

Without going into detail, I can say positively that we 
were well fed. The rest was negative. The version of the 
Treaty that I had studied beforehand was hardly recog-
nizable in our lectures. Questions were permitted, but 
only for the clearer understanding of what they were 
preaching. Questions outside their strict parameters 
were used during the rest of the course to mock the lack 
of understanding of the person who asked the question. 
The main cultural necessities for foreigners to the Maori 
culture is not to put your hand on a Maori child s̀ head 
and not to ever sit on any surface that food is served 
upon. That was not mentioned and does not justify the 
compulsory three days dedicated to the course.

The memorable lectures were delivered by a very 
intelligent painted-face Maori who could regurgitate 
names of forefathers from both Maori and European 
sides. He stated that Aotearoa belongs to the Maori and 
that only 13% of the country was registered in the name 
of Maori. He went on to say that they would not stop until 
the entire country was theirs. That – he said – would be 
better, not only for the Maori, but also for the Pakeha.

Thank you for your article, finally giving me my first 
opportunity to mention my very disturbing experience. 
Only long after the event did I become aware of any 
negative vibes about the Waitangi course from people 
who attended. I am utterly convinced that the perception 
was largely negative but nobody dared to say so openly. 
At least one who did speak out, said that the course 
represented an unacceptable form of indoctrination and 
had – in her case – the opposite effect to that intended.

Name and address supplied via email
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The, ahem, role reversal of their final 
scene together had my boys talking all 
the way home.

Interstellar is directed by Christo-
pher Nolan, and written by him and 
his brother Jonathan, and reviewers 
have been enjoined not to give away 
any details of the plot, or even the 
name of the fellow who plays “Dr 
Mann”. This injunction seems to have 
spurred an entire genre of spoiler-laden 
Internet posts with titles like “Twenty 
Questions Left Unanswered By 
Interstellar”. For my own part, I shall 
eschew too many specifics about the 
narrative of the film, save for a word on 
“Dr Mann” at the end. But I would like 
to say something about the view of the 
future offered by the Nolan brothers 
(no relation to the Nolan Sisters).

The story takes place a few years 
from now, when mankind is facing 
extinction because of a planet-wide 

crop-killing “blight”. I know everyone 
and his Auntie Mabel are doing pieces 
on the supposedly right-wing sub-texts 
of Interstellar, but in my case I found 
it oddly reminiscent of my own book. 
There’s a moment early on in the film 
when a schoolteacher earnestly explains 
to McConaughey’s character why he 
can’t let his daughter have outdated 
books about the space program: The 
current textbooks teach that the 1969 
moon landings were a fake designed 
by the United States Government to 
force the Soviet Union to compete and 
thereby drive them into bankruptcy. As 
it happens, I have a whole section on 
the moon landings in After America, 
personally autographed copies of which 
are exclusively available from the Stey-
nOnline bookstore and go to support 
my pushback against the real-life “Dr 
Mann” and his fellow Big Climate heav-
ies. Anyway, in After America, I write:

Bruce Charlton, Professor of Theo-
retical Medicine at the University of 
Buckingham in England, wrote that 
“that landing of men on the moon 
and bringing them back alive was 
the supreme achievement of human 
capability, the most difficult prob-
lem ever solved by humans.” That’s a 
good way to look at it: The political 
class presented the boffins with a 
highly difficult and specific problem 
and they solved it – in eight years. 
Charlton continued:

“Forty years ago, we could do it – 
repeatedly – but since then we have 
not been to the moon, and I suggest 
the real reason we have not been to 
the moon since 1972 is that we can-
not any longer do it. Humans have 
lost the capability...”

If you think about it, isn’t it kind 
of hard even to imagine America 
pulling off a moon mission now? The 
countdown, the takeoff, a camera 
transmitting real-time footage of a 
young American standing in a dusty 
crater beyond our planet blasting 
out from his iPod Lady Gaga and 
the Black-Eyed Peas or whatever 
the 21st century version of Sinatra 
and the Basie band is… It half-
lingers in collective consciousness 
as a memory of faded grandeur, the 
way a 19th century date farmer in 
Nasiriyah might be dimly aware 

Mark Steyn

Intrigued by the curious fact that the bad guy is called “Dr Mann”, I took my kids to see 
Interstellar. It’s a good film to see with children or parents, since, underneath all the 
saving-humanity space-travel stuff, the only relationship that matters in the movie is 
between dad Matthew McConaughey and his daughter. 

What happens to a society that turns 
its back on ingenuity and innovation? 

It becomes necessary to rewrite and 
diminish even the glories of the past – for 

to believe we faked it is easier and less 
painful than to believe we actually did it

We can go intercity, still
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that the Great Ziggurat of Ur used to 
be around here someplace.

Christopher Nolan takes that to the 
next stage: What happens to a society 
that turns its back on ingenuity and 
innovation? It becomes necessary to 
rewrite and diminish even the glories 
of the past – for to believe we faked it is 
easier and less painful than to believe 
we actually did it.

McConaughey’s character, who’s 
so archetypally American he’s called 
“Coop”, doesn’t take his kid’s teacher’s 
historical airbrushing lying down: 

“We’ve always defined ourselves by the 
ability to overcome the impossible ...to 
aim higher, to break barriers, to reach 
for the stars, to make the unknown 
known. We count these moments as 
our proudest achievements.” And then 
the bleak realization that we no longer 
do: “But we lost all that.”

Coop knows whereof he speaks. He 
used to be an astronaut. Now he’s a 
farmer. Almost everybody is. And not 
Archer Daniels Midland-type mega-
farmers, but broken-down family-
farmers living in weathered, creaky 
homesteads where you talk about 

burying prematurely deceased kin out 
in the back forty. The hardscrabble 
land yields less and less each year 
because of the mysterious, devastating 
“blight”, which blows in and leaves the 
neighborhood in dust so thick it’s like 
John Steinbeck with a James Cameron 
budget. My old comrade John Podho-
retz observes:

It is notable that the terms “global 
warming” and “climate change” are 
not used to describe the environ-
mental depredation of the Earth—
notable because that would be the 
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easiest cultural shorthand for Nolan 
to use. It feels like there’s a reason 
for their absence.

I’d go a little further than that. Nolan 
actually goes to a bit of trouble to 
identify the problem as “non-anthro-
pogenic” climate change. NASA’s top 
boffin (Michael Caine, not on best 
form) explains that the Blight feeds on 
nitrogen – which is 80 per cent of the 
atmosphere, but, unlike CO2 emis-
sions, nothing to do with man.

So America has returned to that 
locally-grown environmentally sustain-
able family-farm elysium “progressives” 
have been pining for since Woodstock. 
As someone says early on, “The world 
doesn’t need any more engineers. We 
didn’t run out of planes and television 
sets. We ran out of food.” Even as the 
Blight wipes from the earth wheat and 
okra, a society of farmers scrambles ever 
more feverishly to grow corn – the last 
crop left. When the last corn has been 
cut, mankind will starve – and those 
that don’t will suffocate as the Blight 
sucks up the atmosphere. “We’ve for-
gotten who we are,” says Cooper. “We 
used to look up at the sky and wonder 
at our place in the stars. Now we just 
look down and worry about our place 
in the dirt.” To quote again from After 
America, this society has succumbed to 
a poverty of spirit.

There’s a suggestion that there’s still 
one or two engineers out there some-
where – Coop and his kid excitedly 
chase one of the new drones, made in 
India. Interstellar reminds us that real 
science is supposed to solve problems at 
a time when the pseudo-science of the 
Big Climate hucksters sees man as the 
problem and wants only to regulate and 
tax and enforce him into submission. 
Cooper lives in a United States that has 
ceased to innovate and then stopped, 
and then slipped backwards. This is a 
society that has seized up, as far too 

much of present-day America already 
feels it has. As I say, the film is set in 
the near future, and then the slightly-
further-away future, but through the 
passing decades nothing much changes: 
the cars, the clothes look the same, only 
a little rustier and shabbier. Whether or 
not, as Professor Charlton says, human 
capability peaked in 1969, in this film’s 
vision of the future it pretty much 
ground to a halt four decades later: 
The farmland is a 1930s dustbowl, but 
they drive from the homestead to the 
dying main street in early-21st-century 
club-cab pick-ups. To go back to my 19th 
century date farmer wondering where 
in the desert the Great Ziggurat of Ur is, 
there are a couple of scenes when Coop 
reaches for his laptop and has to wipe 
the dust – the Blight – off it: in this film, 
the computer is a dusty artifact of a lost 
America.

In Steinbeck’s Oklahoma dust bowl, 
the Joads want to get to California. But 
when the planet’s a dust bowl you have 
to find your California out there beyond 
the stars. So what’s left of NASA has 
dispatched its last astronauts out into 
space to find some habitable planets on 
which to start anew. Which is where 
“Dr Mann” comes in – and where we’ll 
get just a wee bit spoilerish:

Cooper (Matthew McConaughey) 
is told the mission was led by “the 
remarkable Dr. Mann.” No first 
name is given, to the best of my 
knowledge. After visiting one planet 
and finding it unsuitable for life, 
Cooper and his crew head out for 
the planet settled by Dr. Mann.

Dr. Mann is prone to speechify-
ing about the importance of saving 
future generations of humanity. 
Indeed, he claims he is willing to 
sacrifice the current crop of humans 
to make sure life goes on... It turns 
out that the remarkable Dr. Mann is 
a horrendous liar in other ways and 

is willing to kill everyone in the film 
to save his own hide.

In the real world, there’s another 
famous Dr. Mann: Dr. Michael 
Mann, noted climate scientist and 
father of the controversial “hockey 
stick” graph that shows man is 
warming the planet at crazy-fast 
rates. Mann, it’s worth noting, 
has come under fire from some on 
the right who have claimed that 
he is misleading people about the 
dangers of climate change in order 
to spur action. And the speech given 
by Interstellar’s Dr. Mann seems 
awfully reminiscent of the argu-
ments made by those who think 
climate change will lead to the death 
of us all: We humans are simply 
too selfish to make the sacrifices 
demanded to stave off the exis-
tential threat posed by man-made 
global warming, so deceptions and 
non-democratic decision making is 
totally acceptable. For the good of 
humanity, of course.

The movie “Mann” is one of several 
astronauts out there in search of new 
worlds. The other guys are just referred 
to by one-word surnames, but “Dr 
Mann” is never referred to as anything 
but “Dr Mann”. In other words, the 
Nolan brothers appear to have con-
sciously chosen to give their villain the 
character of a “climate scientist”: “Dr 
Mann represents the best of us,” says a 
starry-eyed Anne Hathaway early on. 
Given the film’s themes, it’s difficult to 
believe the Nolans’ choice of name for 
their bad guy is pure coincidence.

Once he’s on his new world, he sends 
back data telling NASA what a perfect 
climate it is. When Coop & Co get 
there, they discover it’s an ice planet – 
a vast frozen wasteland in which even 
the clouds ice up. Consigning the man 
who eliminated the Medieval Warm 
Period to a giant planetary icebox 
again seems too good a jest to be 
coincidental.

As to his ultimate fate, I shall say 
no more except to note that, from my 
point of view, it’s a far more satisfac-
tory outcome than the torpid DC 
“justice” system is likely to provide.

© 2014 Mark Steyn

“We’ve forgotten who we are,” says Cooper. 
“We used to look up at the sky and wonder 
at our place in the stars. Now we just look 

down and worry about our place in the dirt”
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Gangs are not whanau
Tariana Turia – formerly co-leader of the Maori Party – left politics recently to wide 
acclaim for what she had achieved in her career, and plaudits for her many supposedly 
wonderful qualities. I did not join the approbation.

David Garrett

The reason is that TarianaTuria 
believes that ethnic gangs – such as 
Black Power and the Mongrel Mob – 
are just another form of whanau. In 
fact they are essentially no different 
from the Capone mob of the 1920’s, 
except they wear stinking unwashed 
denims rather than pinstriped suits 
and loud ties.

During my time in parliament I sat 
behind Mrs Turia. Whenever I made 
a speech which included references to 
gangs, I made the point of saying that 
despite what Turia said, gangs were 
emphatically not “just a different type 
of whanau”. Mrs Turia would invari-
ably say “Yes they are” – but always 
not quite loud enough for the Hansard 
reporter to hear, and put her remarks 
on the record. I ensured that they were 
so recorded by drawing attention to 
what she had said.

Of course it is not just the ethnic 
gangs who are criminal organizations. 
With the honourable exception of the 
Ulysses Motor Cycle Club – whose 

members are mostly over 50, and 
have for the first time in their lives 
the financial wherewithal to buy the 
large Harley Davidson they had always 
wanted – all gangs are first and fore-
most criminal organizations. 

What has changed over the past 
forty years or so is that the motorcycle 
“clubs” whose members are mostly 
European have got smarter, and real-
ized that the businesses of drug manu-
facture and distribution, “fencing” 
stolen property, and managing brothels 
goes much more smoothly if they don’t 
attract police attention.

So it is that the Hells Angels, the lon-
gest established motorcycle “club” in 
the country, are now chiefly reported 
when they organize poker runs and 
other charitable events to raise funds 
for worthy causes. Here they also mir-
ror their spiritual grandfathers of the 
Chicago Mob in the 1930’s – Al Capone 
also ran soup kitchens and other 
community charities. Like the Angels 
80 years later, the purpose was not pri-

marily to feed the needy, but to present 
a benign or even beneficent face to the 
public so as to increase the chances of a 
blind eye being turned to their crimi-
nal activities.

Every now and again the mask slips, 
and the real face of the motorcycle gangs 
shows, as in the murder of Sgt. Don 
Wilkinson, who was killed while trying 
to place a tracking device on a gang 
member’s vehicle. Or there will be arrests 
and seizures of drugs and stolen property 
from members of the Head Hunters, the 
Highway 61 or the Road Knights.

The ethnic gangs which Mrs Turia 
finds so benign have not been so quick 
on the uptake. Stories about them still 
feature brutal rapes and other violent 
crimes, often committed by “pros-
pects” wishing to earn their patch – the 
gang’s sacred badge of honour. The best 
known recent case was the murder of 
Christchurch prostitute Mellory Man-
ning – brutally killed by one or more 
members of the Mongrel Mob after Ms 
Manning was abducted off the street 
by a prospect who had been given that 
task in order to earn his patch.

For at least forty years politicians on 
both sides of the divide have pledged 
to “do something” about gangs. Norm 
Kirk promised he would “take the 
bikes off the bikies” in 1972. Upon elec-
tion, this promise was quietly dropped. 
Sir Robert Muldoon – not known for 
his naivete – thought he could channel 
the ethnic gangs’ energy into make-

The main thing we need to do however is 
utterly to reject the kind of nonsense about 
gangs spouted by Tariana Turia and other 

apologists for criminals – and they include 
most of our criminologists
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work schemes and other non criminal 
activities. These never amounted to 
much because the gangs realized they 
could make much more money from 
crime rather than cutting firewood or 
landscape gardening.

In 2009 parliament took a small 
tentative step – opposed by the Maori 
Party, of which Mrs Turia was co-
leader – and passed a Bill allowing the 
Wanganui City Council to outlaw gang 
patches in certain designated areas of 
the city. After a legal challenge to the 
law’s validity, and some subsequent 
refinement, the law is working well, 
and Police have noted a marked decline 
in gang violence in the city.

The gang patch bill notwithstanding, 
politicians largely seem to have given 
up, and just accept that, like the poor, 
the gangs will always be with us. When 
challenged to make them illegal after 
some particularly horrendous crime, 
governments across the spectrum have 
claimed that no free western societies 
have managed to make such organiza-
tions illegal without infringing the 
rights of the innocent to free assembly. 
This is demonstrably nonsense.

In Germany neo fascist organiza-
tions – whatever they might call 
themselves – have been illegal since the 
Second World War. Similarly, the Irish 
Republican Army and its offshoots 
have been illegal since the 1920’s, 
although it is fair to say that the gov-
ernment of Eire turned somewhat of a 
blind eye to “the boyos” for most of last 
century. Neither Ireland nor Germany 
are countries known for their repres-
sion of the rights of assembly of their 
law abiding citizens.

Across the Tasman several States 
have passed gang control laws, the 
strictest of them seeking to make cer-
tain bikie gangs illegal. The laws – par-
ticularly in New South Wales – have 
been successfully challenged in the 
courts, and politicians are re-grouping 
before trying to redraft laws which 
achieve their object while not falling 
foul of the Courts. In other words, laws 
making gangs illegal in Australia are 
very much a work in progress which we 
should watch with interest. The experi-
ence of Germany and Eire suggest the 
task is eminently possible. 

In my view while watching and learn-

ing from the Australian experience, 
we should be doing two things: firstly 
rigidly enforcing existing laws whenever 
patched gang members congregate, and 
secondly our local bodies should “grow 
a pair” and use their laws to tear down 
gang fortifications. It is absurd that 
someone can be prosecuted for felling 
a tree on their own property but non- 
complying fortifications at gang houses 
are put in the “too hard” basket.

The main thing we need to do 
however is utterly to reject the kind 
of nonsense about gangs spouted by 
Tariana Turia and other apologists 
for criminals – and they include most 

of our criminologists. Organizations 
which require its members to commit 
despicable acts in order to advance 
through the ranks have no place in a 
civilized society. Puerile statements 
by academics comparing the Masonic 
Lodge or the Rotary Club to criminal 
gangs ought to be ridiculed for the 
fatuous comparisons they are. 

Put simply and bluntly members of the 
Rotary Club do not abduct prostitutes or 
other unfortunates from the streets and 
rape and then bash them to death back at 
the clubroom. Gang members – particu-
larly members of ethnic gangs – do. They 
are a pox upon our society.
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Blind man’s bluff
President Barack Obama evidently has learned little from the lessons of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. And even less about the 16-year-war in Vietnam. As for the Korean War, 
it might be worth remembering the U.S. Army is still there after 64 years.

Arnaud de Borchgrave

The 13-year Afghan war, designed to 
punish and eliminate Taliban for its 
support for al-Qaida following 9/11, is 
grinding down after well over $1 tril-
lion spent, 2,250 U.S. killed and 19,000 
wounded.

And what happened to Taliban? As 
the U.S. kept shrinking its presence, 
Taliban kept expanding.

As POTUS plunges back into Iraq 
with U.S. military advisers in the fight 
against the spreading Islamic State 
cancer, U.S. generals are warning 
that we must reckon on a multi-year 
commitment.

U.S. air power coupled with mili-
tary advisers but without U.S. ground 
troops cannot do much without a mus-
cular Iraqi army. Iraq once had such 
a force but it was disbanded following 
the U.S. invasion of 2003 to depose 
Saddam Hussein and neutralize his 
nuclear arsenal.

The arsenal turned out to be figment 
of a defector’s imagination, swal-

lowed hook, line and sinker by U.S. 
intelligence.

Russia and China, meanwhile, are 
edging cautiously to a de facto alliance 
as the one-time U.S. global giant has 
opted once again for the quicksands of 
Iraq, where Iran now appears to have 
gained the upper hand.

President Obama evidently believes 
that he has put the U.S. relationship 
with China back on track with a long-
range deal to cope with their respective 
carbon polluters. The U.S. agrees to 
reduce emissions by 26 to 28 percent by 
2025, and China will try to reach peak 
emissions by 2030 before reducing.

Before the ink was dry, Republican 
spokesmen warned such a deal would 
be blocked by their newly elected 
majority in both houses of Congress.

It is the latest example of the presi-
dent’s crusade against affordable, reli-
able energy that is already hurting jobs 
and squeezing middle-class families, 
said House Speaker John Boehner.

For the immediate future, China can 
see the U.S. saddled with a dysfunc-
tional system of government, crum-
bling national infrastructure, while at 
the same time doubling down in Iraq.

As President Xi Jinping reads the 
U.S. tea leaves, public opinion is more 
interested in what Washington plans to 
do about crumbling national infra-
structure than the much-touted pivot 
to Asia.

For detached observers, both foreign 
and domestic, there now appears to be 
a pivot back to a no-win war in Iraq.

China and Russia now see the 
U.S. giant saddled with a gridlocked 
dysfunctional system in a new world 
where national sovereignty dem-
onstrates daily it does not have the 
answers for transnational crime and 
terrorism.

Retired U.S. army lieutenant general 
Daniel R. Bolger, the author of Why We 
Lost, argues that another surge in Iraq 
cannot win the day against IS. If insan-
ity is defined as doing the same thing 
over and over and expecting different 
results, I think we’re there.

The alternative to another defeat, 
Bolger argues, is to keep harassing the 
Islamic state, degrade its forces, and 
play the long game at the lowest pos-
sible cost.

This, too, sounds like recipe for 
another military boondoggle with the 
worst aspects of the Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghan wars.

China and Russia now see the U.S. giant 
saddled with a gridlocked dysfunctional 

system in a new world where national 
sovereignty demonstrates daily it does not 

have the answers for transnational  
crime and terrorism
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President Obama evidently believes 
the U.S. finally has a reliable partner in 
Baghdad. The notion that the al-Abadi 
government is now inclusive and reli-
able is greeted with derision.

Government-sanctioned violence 
against Sunnis continues in Diyala 
province where they suffered torture and 
executions. And in northern Iraq, Shiite 
militia are seen as almost as bad as IS.

U.S. supplied weapons in Baghdad 
are known to have been used by Shiite 
factions to suppress Sunni militia. An 
inclusive government in the Iraqi capi-
tal is still a fantasy in some intelligence 
reports.

This week, the Iraqi military 
announced dramatic changes in its 
command structure to fight corrup-
tion. Twenty-six senior military officers 
were removed from their commands. 
Ten were forced to retire, including 
Army Chief of Staff Babacar Zebari.

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi says the time has come to restore 
the public’s confidence in the military 
after a string of defeats required drastic 
action against corruption, which he 
described as big a threat as terrorism.

The most concerned countries about 
Iraq in the Middle East are Turkey, 
Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 

other Gulf countries. But they all want 
the U.S. to do the job for them.

In bottom line Arabic, isn’t the time 
at hand for the U.S. to tell its Arab and 
regional friends and allies that history 
beckons?

We are told they are all fearful of 
extremist Islamist backlashes on their 
home fronts? Egyptian cleric Mah-
moud Shaaban says yes to dialogue 
with IS and no to fighting it and wreak 
vengeance upon the treacherous 
Americans, wherever they may be.

But wouldn’t this be a lot more seri-
ous if IS were allowed to prevail in 
Iraq?
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As every conscientious school student knows, Maori 
trace their roots to an ancient homeland remembered 
vaguely as ‘Hawaiiki’. Now, a university lecturer 
thinks a discovery of what’s known as a ‘poi stirrup 
pounder’ in his Dunedin backyard could shed new 
light on that. IAN WISHART with the exclusive story

Poi Eh?
DID HAWAIIANS SETTLE IN NEW ZEALAND?
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I
t was a child’s pair of spec-
tacles lying in the dirt beneath 
an iconic Dunedin homestead 
that first attracted the atten-
tion of Paul Sammes. They 
weren’t modern, they were old. 

A curio-seeker, they lured Sammes to 
dig just a little deeper.

The house was like something from 
Restoration Man, built more than a 
century ago for Lieutenant James Dun-
can Cameron, a Scottish migrant from 
Paisley in Scotland and owner of the 
Westport Coal Company. A Freemason 
and Knight Templar initiate, Cameron 
in 1911 commissioned young Dunedin 
builder James Fletcher to construct a 
mansion suitable for a laird, on the cliff 
at Belleknowes above Dunedin city.

 Current owner Sammes purchased 
the property three years ago from “a 
religious group”, and set out to restore 
the iconic residence. Fletcher heir 
Angus has been through and briefed 
him on some of the history:

“Cameron married into the Fletcher 
family as a result of the construction, 
and that’s apparently where quite a bit 
of the money to start Fletchers came 
from,” says Sammes, himself also a 
Mason. “Fletchers initially didn’t have 
any money, they were as poor as church 
mice. The Camerons pretty much ran 
this city a hundred years ago.”

Lieutenant Cameron was a member 

of Dunedin’s Celtic Lodge, and the 
house was used in Knights Templar 
rituals, according to Sammes. It’s the 
kind of old house you can imagine hav-
ing a few family skeletons in the closet. 
What Paul Sammes didn’t expect was 
to find skeletons underneath it.

“I’m naturally curious. I found some 
children’s spectacles and then some 
tools buried in the earth, so before we 
laid the rest of the floor I started to do 
some digging. About a year and a half 
ago I found some bones and called the 
cops. A young police officer came here 
with a couple of seedy-looking detec-
tives, and they took the bones away. 
They came back to me a week later and 
said ‘inconclusive’. I said ‘you’ve got 
to be kidding, they’re either human or 
they’re not’, and they said well ‘if you 
find a skull, let us know’.

“I’m friends with the Coroner who 
they should have taken the bones to in 
the first place, and he said they never 
took the bones to him. We’re both 
Freemasons, so I asked him to come 
along and look at the bones himself.”

There are at least three skeletons that 
have been unearthed. Two are ancient, 
probably children, and they showed 
strong evidence of cannibalization. 
The third was much more recent, as 
the skeleton still had the remnants of 
women’s stockings.

“I think somebody might have 
knocked off one of the maids and bur-
ied her under the house,” says Sammes 
matter of factly.

But it’s the other artifacts, rather than 
the bodies, that really have Sammes, a 
former university lecturer, perplexed.

Much of the back yard was still bush 
when Sammes began clearing it and 
digging post-holes for a fenceline. 

Practically every time his spade hit 
the turf, up came signs of an earlier 
civilization.

“I found moa bones, and gizzard 
stones from moas – I identified them by 
taking photos of the bones I had then 
going to the museum and comparing 
them to the local species of small moa – 
about the size of a large turkey.

“Precious stones, greenstone, jasper – 
artifacts started turning up in my back 
yard as I was clearing the bush in the 
back. There’s clearly structures. Now at 
that point I contacted a friend of mine 
who is an archaeologist, and he said 
‘look, you’ve got evidence of civiliza-
tion here’. I got a guy from the Historic 
Places Trust but he didn’t even want 
to look out the back window. Then a 
woman from the university came who 
told me ‘these stones are naturally 
forming’. I said ‘OK, but please explain 
to me how the hell they’re buried under 
the ground on top of a mountain in 
Dunedin, because they don’t occur 
naturally here.’ She didn’t have any 
answer for that.”

It’s a fair question. Even if the stones 
were natural shapes (and they do not 
appear to be in most cases as they 
show evidence of tooling), they cannot 
“naturally” appear on a hilltop hun-
dreds of kilometers from their point 
of origin. If human influence brought 
these stones all that distance, it doesn’t 
take Sherlock to figure out the humans 
had a reason for doing so, which means 
the “natural” argument doesn’t fly.

One of the reasons the university 
may be in denial, suspects Sammes, is 
because the stone tools show evidence 
of stoneworking but not in the Maori 
style. That raises uncomfortable ques-
tions, he suggests:

Original owner James Cameron, 
circa 1911

Some of the human bones recovered from beneath 
the house. There was evidence of cannibalisation.
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The house at 76 Lonsdale Street. 
INSET: Current owner Paul Sammes

ABOVE: The triangular axe like rock is also very similar to a Hawaiian 
pounding tool. TOP RIGHT: Another of the mysterious tools.  
BOTTTOM RIGHT: Some rocks had straight grooves cut into them.

“I’m a man of science, and we get 
quite excited by new discoveries, 
whereas arts graduates – no disrespect 
if you’re an arts graduate – tend to 
learn things by rote, so when some-
thing new and challenging comes 
along they just don’t want to know 
about it.”

Apart from the bodies, Sammes 
has found shellfish for Africa, a 
clear sign of human habitation 

on the site. “I found strange things, 
like all these polished oysters in the 
ground, buried into the hillside. I even 
found pieces of coral, catseyes, shells, 
lots of stuff.

“I originally thought I had stum-
bled on the old Maori settlement in 
Dunedin called Otepoti, because the 
Toitu stream, which the early settlers 
museum is named after now, runs 
around the bottom of the hill. Strategi-
cally, in such a place, there were always 
going to have been people here. This 
neighbourhood is covered in rocks, 
and all the flash houses have big rock 
walls built from the rocks. Our house 
was built into the cliff face.

“There seems to be a lot of stuff in 
my back yard that clearly is evidence of 
habitation, but no one at the university 
wants to accept it for what it is.”

Investigate passed pictures of the 
objects to Professor Paul Moon at AUT 
in Auckland. As a historian, Moon has 

written extensively on early Maori his-
tory. He told the magazine they were 
“orphan finds”, meaning without equal 
in NZ and therefore without context.

“Given that the quantity of artifacts 
is far too small to suggest they are the 
remnants of a community, and given 
that there is no provenance for these 
items, then on the balance of probability, 
it is more likely that they were discarded 
at the location (for whatever reason and 
at whatever time) rather than being evi-
dence of a pre-Maori population.”

The “provenance” issue, mutters 
Sammes, is exactly why he’s going 
public on the find – so authorities can 
prove for themselves  by “bringing a 
shovel” and starting a formal archaeo-
logical dig. 

“There’s a ton of stuff, it just keeps 
coming out of the ground. We’re on the 
crest of a hill and I’m sure there was 
an ancient pa site on this hill within 
a hundred metres of here. The larg-
est amount of moa bones ever found 
in Dunedin are only 300 metres from 
here, clearly where they threw them off 
the bank. If I was a Neolithic camp-
making person I’d say it’s the best place 
in Dunedin to build a fortress. There’s 
probably six or seven other houses 
alongside mine at the top of the hill 
here – old Victorian piles – that must 
be sitting on it.

“Here’s another funny one for you. 
The street used to be called Serpentine 
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TOP LEFT: Sammes holds the stirrup pounder dug up in his back garden. 
TOP RIGHT: Sammes holds the matching grinder dug up in his backyard. 
BOTTOM LEFT: An ancient Hawaiian stirrup pounder that recently 
sold for $2,700 at auction. BOTTOM CENTRE: An example on display 
in Hawaii’s Bishop Museum. BOTTOM RIGHT: A Hawaiian grinder on 
museum display in the US.
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Avenue, which is the Scottish name for 
jade greenstone.”

The avenue has been renamed Lons-
dale Street.

Frustrated at the point blank refusal 
of archaeologists at Otago University 
to investigate the site further, Sammes 
went further afield, approaching 
researchers at the University of Hawaii 
to see if they could shed any light on the 
strange tools. It turned out, they could.

Emails obtained by Investigate show 
the Hawaiians instantly recognized 
what they called a “stirrup pounder” 
– a piece of rock with an  indentation 
dug into it – which was used in Hawaii 
to grind taro roots for a food dish 
called “poi”.

From Honolulu, anthropologist 
Mark Oxley told Sammes the object 
appeared to be “an unfinished stirrup 
pounder (the object with the circular 
perforation). That would mean it is 
from Kauai Island, as they are not 
known to be found elsewhere.”

Another Hawaiian scientist, James 
Bayman, also described it as “a crude 
poi pounder”.

There were three types of pounder 
in use through Polynesia to process 
taro. The stirrup pounder is the old-
est form, and has never been found 
anywhere except ancient diggings on 
Kauai Island. The objects are rare – one 
recently fetched $2,700 at auction in 
San Francisco.

Paul Sammes says the Hawaiians ran 
for cover when he told them where he’d 
found it:

“When I sent the pictures to the 
archaeologist in Hawaii, the first thing 
he said was that one of the pieces was 
from Kauai, but as soon as I revealed 
it had been buried in my back yard in 
New Zealand, he rejected the notion 
that it’s Hawaiian. ‘No, there’s no link 
between New Zealand and Hawaii,’ he 
said. I said, ‘Well, you just identified 
a tool that only comes from only one 
island, not known anywhere else’.”

The problem is, Otago University told 
Sammes that Maori didn’t make stone 
tools like these, “they didn’t have that 
technology,” he says. Yet here they are, 
in suburban Belleknowes, Dunedin.

It’s not the first anomaly involv-
ing stone tools and artifacts in New 
Zealand. In the book The Great Divide, 
geologist Julius von Haast is quoted 
on his discovery of a stone axe buried 
five metres underground on the West 
Coast, underneath what had been a 
thousand year old beech forest in the 
mid 1800s. New Zealand’s official 
historians have no explanation for that, 
or the timings that would place the tool 
in the ground as early as 100 AD – long 
before humans were assumed to have 
arrived in New Zealand.

Is it possible Hawaiians visited 
Dunedin in the distant past? Nobody 
knows, but if you are an interested 
archaeologist, the owner of 76 Lons-
dale Street in Dunedin would like to 
hear from you.

TOP and TOP RIGHT: Varieties of greenstone, jasper and 
quartz, none of which occur locally, were found in the 
diggings, including some fashioned into tools. RIGHT: 
Items included a bone knife and a lump of Pacific coral
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A decade or so back, early in the 
2004 presidential election season, 
a publisher took me to lunch and 
pitched me a book. She wanted 
me to write a John Kerry election 
diary. Easy gig. All I had to do 

was follow him around and mock him mercilessly. 
Well, I hemmed and hawed and eventually she got 
the picture and said, “Okay, what would you like to 
write a book about?”

And so I replied, “Well, I’ve got this idea for a 
book called The End of the World.”

And there was a pause and I could feel her 
metaphorically backing out of the room, and 
shortly thereafter she literally backed out of the 
room. But not before telling me, somewhat wist-
fully, “You know when I first started reading your 
stuff? Impeachment. Your column about Monica 
Lewinsky’s dress was hilarious.” She motioned to 
the waiter. “Check, please!” And I got the distinct 

impression she was feeling like the great pop guru 
Don Kirshner when the Monkees came to him and 
said they were sick of doing this bubblegum stuff 
and they needed to grow as artists. My “Monica’s 
dress” column appeared in Britain’s Daily Tele-
graph in 1998, although it was, in fact, datelined 
two decades later – August 22, 2018:

She is older now, her once dazzling looks undeni-
ably faded, her famous beauty worn and creased.

“Sorry about that,” she says. “I was supposed 
to get ironed yesterday.”

Yes, it’s “that dress” – the dress that, 20 years 
ago this month, held the fate of a presidency in 
her lap. It has been two decades since the day she 
gave her dramatic testimony to the grand jury 
and then promptly disappeared into the federal 
witness protection program. Even as she recalls 
her brief moment in the spotlight, she looks 
drawn. But that’s because, following extensive 

Why is it that there’s no real difference between liberal and 
conservative governments any more? MARK STEYN in this 
extract from his new book Undocumented explains why

KEEPS DOING IT 

WRONG
Liberal takeover almost complete

WHY 
THE RIGHT
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Liberals expend tremendous effort changing the culture. 
Conservatives expend tremendous effort changing 

elected officials every other November – and then are 
surprised that it doesn’t make much difference

reconstructive surgery, she’s been 
living quietly as a pair of curtains in 
Idaho.

“What do you think?” she says, 
saucily brushing her hem against 
the sill as her pleats ripple across the 
mullions. “It cost less than Paula 
Jones’ nose job.”

To be honest, I was lucky to get the 
interview. The dress was supposed 
to be doing the BBC – the full sob-
sister treatment, Martin Bashir, the 
works—but, to protect her identity, 
they wanted to do that undercover 
secret-location protect-your-identity 
trick with the camera that makes 
part of the screen go all fuzzy and 
blurry.

“Are you crazy?” she yelled at 
them. “It’ll look like I’ve still got the 
stain.” 

The Nineties were a lot of fun for 
a columnist. A third Clinton 
term and I could have retired 

to the Caribbean. But then came the 
new century and the new war, and I 
felt like Ingrid Bergman in Casablanca 
when she tells Bogey, “I put that dress 
away. When the Germans march out, 
I’ll wear it again.” I put Monica’s dress 
away. When the jihadists march out, 
I’ll wear it again.

My apocalyptic tome came out in 
2006 (courtesy of the publisher of the 
book from which this is excerpted) as 
America Alone: The End of the World 
as We Know It – jihad, demographic 
decline, the death of Europe, all the 
fun stuff. I followed it with After Amer-
ica: Get Ready for Armageddon – debt, 
doom, decadence, societal meltdown, 
total civilizational collapse, all the even 
more fun stuff. I don’t know whether 
the Monkees in their serious-artist 
phase ever felt it might be nice to sing 
Daydream Believer occasionally, but, 
after a decade of apocalyptic despair, 
I’ve found myself passing the closet 

and eyeing Monica’s dress wistfully. All 
jihad and no play can get to you after a 
while, so, in the interests of a balanced 
diet, what follows in my book runs the 
gamut from Clinton’s boxer shorts to 
Barbie’s burqa.

The old artistic trade-off – “Do you 
want it good or do you want it Fri-
day?” – doesn’t really apply to jobbing 
columnists: Your editors want it Friday. 
Good is an extra. But if you’re lucky, 
a few of the columns hold up over 
the decades – not because you were 
aiming to say anything profound, but 
because in that snapshot of whatever 
was happening that particular Friday 
you alighted upon a small close-up 
that illuminates the big picture: The 
story of Deena Gilbey’s post-9/11 tor-
ments by the federal bureaucracy that 
facilitated the murder of her husband is 
still a perfect encapsulation of the near 
suicidal stupidity of America’s immi-
gration regime. The coverage of the 
Million Mom March is a textbook case 
of the U.S. media’s willingness to serve 
as the court eunuchs of the Democratic 
Party. The new federally-mandated 
street signs in Barre, Vermont, explain 
why this country is the Brokest Nation 
in History. Over the years, I’ve writ-
ten on a lot of different subjects: I was 
“Musical Theatre Correspondent” for 
The Independent in London, and obitu-
arist for The Atlantic over here. And 
I’ve included a bit of movie criticism, 
literary disquisition, musical analysis, 
showbiz arcana, mostly, as above, for 
the larger truths they exemplify.

There are politicians here, of course, 
although both Clinton, staggering 
pantless through American feminists’ 
defense of him, and Obama, running 
on biography but one full of entirely 
invented friends and family, seem more 
interesting to me as cultural phenom-
ena. Sadly, there’s still no “John Kerry 
election diary,” although not because I 
didn’t enjoy valuable “face time” with 

the great man during his campaign 
for the White House. In 2003, I was at 
a campaign event in Haverhill, New 
Hampshire, chatting with two plaid-
clad old-timers:

The Senator approached and stopped 
in front of us. The etiquette in primary 
season is that the candidate defers to 
the cranky Granite Staters’ churlish 
indifference to status and initiates the 
conversation: “Hi, I’m John Kerry. 
Good to see ya. Cold enough for ya? 
How ’bout them Sox?” Etc. Instead, 
Senator Kerry just stood there nose to 
nose, staring at us with an inscrutable 
Botoxicated semi-glare on his face. 
After an eternity, an aide stepped out 
from behind him and said, “The Sena-
tor needs you to move.”

“Well, why couldn’t he have said 
that?” muttered one of the old coots.

Why indeed? But then again – from 
another campaign stop, a year later, 
at the popular burger emporium 
Wendy’s:

Teresa Heinz Kerry pointed to the 
picture of the bowl of chili above the 
clerk’s head: “What’s that?” she asked. 
He explained that it was something 
called “chili,” and she said she’d like to 
try a bowl. The Senator also ordered a 
Frosty, a chocolate dessert. They toyed 
with them after a fashion and then got 
back on the bus … He may not enjoy 
eating at Wendy’s, but his faux-lunch 
order captures the essence of his 
crowd-working style: chili and Frosty. 
If I were the Wendy’s marketing direc-
tor, I’d make it the John Kerry Special 
from now through Election Day.

Nothing wrong with that. But I feel 
like Bob Hope must have felt flipping 
through his best Coolidge jokes during 
the Dukakis campaign. As I write, 
people keep asking me whom I favour 
for the nomination in 2016. Well, as a 
resident of a New Hampshire township 
with more than 37 people, I don’t have 
to seek out presidential candidates; 
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they’re there at the inn and the general 
store and the diner and the Grange. 
And, over the period covered by this 
book, I’ve seen enough next-presi-
dents-of-the-United-States for several 
lifetimes: Phil Gramm, Pete Wilson, 
Bob Dornan, Bob Dole, Elizabeth Dole, 
Orrin Hatch, Gary Bauer, Lamar Alex-
ander, Tom Tancredo, Tommy Thomp-
son, Alan Keyes …

Would it have made any dif-
ference to the country had 
any of these fine upstand-

ing fellows prevailed? Or would we be 
pretty much where we are anyway? 
Aside from a trade agreement here, a 
federal regulation there, I’d plump for 
the latter. You can’t have conservative 
government in a liberal culture, and 
that’s the position the Republican Party 
is in. After the last election, I said that 
the billion dollars spent by the Romney 
campaign on robocalls and TV ads and 
all the rest had been entirely wasted, 
and the Electoral College breakdown 
would have been pretty much what it 
was if they’d just tossed the dough into 
the Potomac and let it float out to sea. 
But imagine the use all that money and 
time could have been put to out there in 
the wider world.

Liberals expend tremendous effort 
changing the culture. Conservatives 
expend tremendous effort changing 
elected officials every other November 
– and then are surprised that it doesn’t 
make much difference. Culture trumps 
politics – which is why, once the ques-
tion’s been settled culturally, conserva-
tives are reduced to playing catch-up, 
twisting themselves into pretzels to 
explain why gay marriage is really con-
servative after all, or why 30-million 
unskilled immigrants with a majority 
of births out of wedlock are “natural 
allies” of the Republican Party.

We’re told that the presidency is 
important because the head guy gets 
to appoint, if he’s lucky, a couple of 
Supreme Court judges. But they’re 
playing catch-up to the culture, too. 
In 1986, in a concurrence to a majority 
opinion, the Chief Justice of the United 
States declared that “there is no such 
thing as a fundamental right to com-
mit homosexual sodomy.” A blink of 
an eye, and his successors are discov-

ering fundamental rights to commit 
homosexual marriage. What happened 
in between? Jurisprudentially, nothing: 
Everything Chief Justice Burger said 
back in the Eighties – about Com-
mon Law, Blackstone’s “crime against 
nature,” “the legislative authority of the 
State” – still applies. Except it doesn’t. 
Because the culture – from school-
guidance counselors to sitcom charac-
ters to Oscar hosts – moved on, and so 
even America’s Regency of Jurists was 
obliged to get with the beat. Because to 
say today what the Chief Justice of the 
United States said 28 years ago would 
be to render oneself unfit for public 
office – not merely as Chief Justice but 
as CEO of a private company, or host of 
a cable home-remodeling show, or dog-
catcher in Dead Moose Junction.

What politician of left or right cham-

pioned gay marriage? Bill Clinton? 
No, he signed the now notoriously 
“homophobic” Defense of Marriage 
Act. Barack Obama? Gay-wise, he took 
longer to come out than Ricky Martin. 
The only major politician to elbow his 
way to the front of the gay bandwagon 
was Britain’s David Cameron, who 
used same-sex marriage as a Sister-
Souljah-on-steroids moment to signal 
to London’s chattering classes that, 
notwithstanding his membership of 
the unfortunately named “Conserva-
tive Party,” on everything that mat-
tered he was one of them.

But, in Britain as in America, the 
political class was simply playing 
catch-up to the culture. Even in the 
squishiest Continental “social democ-
racy,” once every four or five years you 
can persuade the electorate to go out 

The only major politician to 
elbow his way to the front 
of the gay bandwagon was 
Britain’s David Cameron
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Once upon a time there were but two sexes. 
Now Facebook offers its 1.2 billion patrons the 

opportunity to select their preference from dozens 
of “genders”: “male” and “female” are still on the 

drop-down menu, just about, but lost amid 50 shades 
of gay – “androgynous,” “bi-gender,” “intersex,” 

“cisfemale,” “trans*man,” “gender fluid”

and vote for a conservative party. But if 
you want them to vote for conservative 
government you have to do the hard 
work of shifting the culture every day, 
seven days a week, in the years between 
elections. If the culture’s liberal, if the 
schools are liberal, if the churches are 
liberal, if the hip, groovy business elite 
is liberal, if the guys who make the 
movies and the pop songs are liberal, 
then electing a guy with an “R” after 
his name isn’t going to make a lot of 
difference. Nor should it. In free societ-
ies, politics is the art of the possible. 
In the 729 days between elections, the 
left is very good at making its causes 
so possible that in American politics 
almost anything of consequence is now 
impossible, from enforcing immigra-
tion law to controlling spending.

What will we be playing catch-
up to in another 28 years? 
Not so long ago, I might 

have suggested transsexual rights. But, 
barely pausing to celebrate their victory 
on gay marriage, the identity-group 
enforcers have gone full steam ahead 
on transgender issues. Once upon a 
time there were but two sexes. Now 
Facebook offers its 1.2 billion patrons 
the opportunity to select their prefer-
ence from dozens of “genders”: “male” 
and “female” are still on the drop-
down menu, just about, but lost amid 
50 shades of gay – “androgynous,” 
“bi-gender,” “intersex,” “cisfemale,” 
“trans*man,” “gender fluid” …

Oh, you can laugh. But none of the 
people who matter in American cul-
ture are laughing. They take it all per-
fectly seriously. Supreme Intergalactic 
Arbiter Anthony Kennedy wields more 
power over Americans than George III 

did, but in a year or three he’ll be play-
ing catch-up and striking down laws 
because of their “improper animus” 
and wish to “demean” and “humili-
ate” persons of gender fluidity. Having 
done an impressive job of demolishing 
the basic societal building block of the 
family, the ambitious liberal is now 
moving on to demolishing the basic 
biological building block of the sexes.

Indeed, taken in tandem with the 
ever greater dominance of women at 
America’s least worst colleges and, at 
the other end of the social scale, the 
bleak, dispiriting permanence of the 
“he-cession,” in 28 years’ time we may 
be fairly well advanced toward the de 
facto abolition of man, at least in the 
manly sense. That seems to me at least 
as interesting a question as whether the 
Republicans can take the Senate with a 
pick-up in this or that swing state. Cul-
ture is the long view; politics is the here 
and now. Yet in America, vast cultural 
changes occur in nothing flat, while, 
under our sclerotic political institu-
tions, men elected to two-year terms 
of office announce ambitious plans to 
balance the budget a decade after their 
terms end. Here, again, liberals show 
a greater understanding of where the 
action is.

So, if the most hawkish of GOP 
deficit hawks has no plans to trim 
spending until well into the 2020s, why 
not look at what kind of country you’ll 
be budgeting for by then? What will 
American obesity and heart-disease 
and childhood diabetes rates be by 
then? What about rural heroin and 
meth addiction? How much of the 
country will, with or without “com-
prehensive immigration reform,” be 
socioeconomically Latin-American? 

And what is the likelihood of such a 
nation voting for small-government 
conservatism?

There’s a useful umbrella for most of 
the above: The most consequential act 
of state ownership in the 20th-century 
Western world was not the nationaliza-
tion of airlines or the nationalization 
of railways or the nationalization of 
health care, but the nationaliza-
tion of the family. I owe that phrase 
to Professor R. Vaidyanathan at the 
Indian Institute of Management in 
Bangalore. He’s a bit of a chippy post-
imperialist, and he’s nobody’s idea of a 
right-winger, but he’s absolutely right 
about this. It’s the defining fact about 
the decline of the west: Once upon a 
time, in Canada, Britain, Europe, and 
beyond, ambitious leftists nationalized 
industries – steel, coal, planes, cars, 
banks – but it was such a self-evident 
disaster that it’s been more or less 
abandoned, at least by those who wish 
to remain electorally viable. On the 
other hand, the nationalization of the 
family proceeds apace, and America is 
as well advanced on that path as any-
where else. “The west has nationalized 
families over the last 60 years,” writes 
Vaidyanathan. “Old age, ill health, 
single motherhood – everything is the 
responsibility of the state.”

When I was a kid and watched sci-fi 
movies set in a futuristic dystopia 
where individuals are mere chattels of 
an unseen all-powerful government 
and enduring human relationships are 
banned and the progeny of transient 
sexual encounters are the property of 
the state, I always found the caper less 
interesting than the unseen back-
story: How did they get there from 
here? From free Western societies to a 
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bunch of glassy-eyed drones wander-
ing around in identikit variety-show 
catsuits in a land where technology 
has advanced but liberty has retreated: 
How’d that happen?

I’d say “the nationalization of the 
family” is how it happens. That’s how 
you get there from here.

But I see I’ve worked my way back 
to all that apocalyptic gloom I came 
in with at that long-ago publisher’s 
lunch. So you’ll be relieved to hear 
there’s some lighter stuff along the way 
– Viagra, potpourri, Marilyn Monroe, 
Soviet national anthem rewrites …

Finally, a note on what Daffy 
Duck, in a livelier context, called 
“pronoun trouble”: I wound up 

living in New Hampshire through the 
classic disastrous real estate transac-
tion. I walked into the realtor intend-
ing to buy a little ski place I could use 
for a couple of winter weekends and 
a week at Christmas, and walked out 
with a 200-year-old farmhouse need-
ing 200 years of work on it. In those 
days, I wrote mainly on music and 
film and other showbizzy subjects, and 
gradually my editors in London and 
elsewhere became aware that I was 
doing all this showbizzy stuff from 
some obscure corner of America. And 
so they started to ask me to write on 
this or that political story. Most foreign 
correspondents in America are based 
in New York, Washington or Los 
Angeles, so I like to think I came at 
the subject from a different angle (see 
the book’s postscript for more on my 
whereabouts).

But, as I said, it can lead to Daffy-
style pronoun trouble. Writing for pub-
lications in Britain, Canada, Australia 
and elsewhere, I used to be very careful 
about my pronouns. Then I discov-
ered that for the previous six months 
some malicious Fleet Street sub-editor 
at The Daily Telegraph, in my more 
contemptuously hectoring surveys of 
the London scene, had been taking 
out every dismissive “you snotty Brits” 
and replacing it with “we.” A while 
later, I got a barrage of emails from 
Canadians sneering at me as a wan-
nabe American along with even more 
emails from aggrieved Americans 
huffing at my impertinence at claim-

ing to speak on behalf of their country. 
It turned out some jackanapes of a 
whippersnapper at The New York Sun 
had been removing all my “you crazy 
Yanks” and replacing it with “we.” The 
same thing happened to my compatriot 
Michael Ignatieff, who returned to 
Canada from a lucrative gig at Harvard 
intending to become Prime Minister 
only to find that his opponents dredged 
up every New York Times column of 
his in which he’d used the word “we” 
as shorthand for “we Americans.” Mr. 
Ignatieff led the Canadian Liberal 
Party to their worst defeat in history 
and is now back at Harvard.

When the Internet took off, some-
one commented that my colleague 
David Frum wrote for Americans 
as an American and for Canadians 
as a Canadian. And someone else 
responded that I’d taken it to the next 
level: Steyn wrote for Americans as an 
American, Canadians as a Canadian, 
and Britons as a Briton. And then a 
third person chipped in that, no, it 
was subtler than that: Steyn wrote for 
Britons as a Canadian, for Canadians 
as an American, and for Americans 
as a Briton … Well, I don’t know 
about that, but throughout my time 
writing for The Chicago Sun-Times, 
the National Post, Britain’s Specta-

tor and The Australian and The Irish 
Times, I do think it helps sometimes 
to view one society through the lens of 
another: Two pieces here on welfare as 
viewed from Britain’s “housing estates” 
and Canada’s Indian reservations offer 
lessons for Americans, too.

And, whatever Michael Ignatieff feels 
about it, for my own part I generally 
use “we” to mean “Western civiliza-
tion,” which could use a few more 
friends on the pronoun front. Left to 
my own devices, I’d probably write 
just about music. But the Taliban 
banned music. And Sayyid Qutb was 
so disgusted by hearing Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside at a church dance in Greeley, 
Colorado, that he went back to Egypt 
and became the intellectual driving 
force behind the Muslim Brotherhood.

Which is to say that even the small-
est pleasures have to be earned, and 
defended. So ultimately, if you like 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside or even the 
Monkees, you need to pitch in on this 
clash-of-civilizations thing, too.

National Post

Excerpted with permission from The 

[un]Documented Mark Steyn: Don’t Say 

You Weren’t Warned, by Mark Steyn. 

Regnery Publishing

©2014 Mark Steyn



28 INVESTIGATEMAGAZINE.COM | Dec 2014/Jan 2015

U
nless you’ve been on another planet, you can’t fail to have missed the 
front page attention on news websites and TV bulletins about a new 
“lost gospel” that confirms Jesus Christ married Mary Magdalene 
and had kids.

A new book, released just in time for the Christmas market, makes 
the allegation. The Lost Gospel, by Simcha Jacobovici and Barrie 

Wilson, claims to have “decoded” the “sacred text that reveals Jesus’ marriage to Mary 
Magdalene”.

The so called “lost gospel” is a 1,500 year old text in Syriac written in the 6th century – 
about half a millennium after the death of Christ and about half a millennium after the 
real gospels in the New Testament were written.

To put the “lost gospel” into forensic perspective, treating it as authoritative in 
recounting conversations from 500 years before it was written would be like police 

The 
Last 

Did Jesus Christ marry Mary Magdalene and have 2.4 
children? The news media might believe it, but scholars, 

both religious and non-religious, say the latest claims 
just don’t stack up. IAN WISHART has more

Why Jesus must be banging his head 
against the wall this Christmas

frustration of 
Christ
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Scholars won’t reject Mr. Jacobovici’s claims because 
they want to defend Christianity, scholars will reject 

Mr. Jacobovici’s speculations because he engages 
in circular reasoning, lacks evidence, breaks any 

number of rules of textual criticism...

using a document written in 1950 to 
solve a murder from 1450.

Apart from the enormous length of 
time between the events in question 
and the actual date of the document 
– roughly five lifetimes – the second 
problem with the so called “Lost Gos-
pel” is that it’s not actually a gospel at 
all, and doesn’t mention the name of 
Jesus anywhere in it.

Instead, the document is actu-
ally named “The Story of Joseph and 
Aseneth”, and far from being ‘lost’ 
it has been resident in the British 
Museum where hundreds of scholars 
have studied it over more than a hun-
dred years.

So how do we get from that set of 
facts to this in Britain’s Independent:

“Jesus married the prostitute Mary 

Magdalene and had children, accord-
ing to a manuscript almost 1,500 years 
old unearthed at the British Library. 
The so-called “Lost Gospel”, which has 
been translated from Aramaic, alleg-
edly reveals the startling new allega-
tions, according to The Sunday Times.”

The answer is, with a dollop of 
conspiracy theory, a sprinkling 
of Dan Brown, and a main 

course of author’s interviewing their 
own typewriters.

“Joseph and Aseneth” is actually a 
non-biblical story originating from as 
early as a century before Christ, when 
a group of Jews were trying to explain 
how the patriarch Joseph had come 
to marry the daughter (Aseneth) of 
an Egyptian priest when Jews were 
forbidden to intermarry. The story goes 
on to justify the marriage, which is 
also mentioned in the Bible’s Book of 
Genesis, at 41:45.

The only way Jacobovici and Wilson 
could proclaim this story was about 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene was to 
physically substitute the names Jesus 
and Mary wherever the names Joseph 
and Aseneth appeared in the actual 
text. Using that logic, one could dust 
off Hansel & Gretel and rename it the 
‘lost gospel foreshadowing child abuse 
in the church’.

“Mary Magdalene is not just Mrs 
Jesus,” boasted Jacobovici, a contro-
versial Canadian-Israeli TV docu-
mentary producer, “she’s a co-deity, a 
co-Redeemer.”

Yeah, right, yawned many critics. 
Others, like University of Iowa reli-
gious studies professor Robert Cargill 
have been far more scathing:

“Scholars won’t reject Mr. Jaco-
bovici’s findings because of some 
“theological trauma” or a confessional, 
apologetic desire to preserve the Jesus 
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described in the Bible. I’m an agnostic. 
I have no dog in the fight of whether 
Jesus was married or not. He could be 
married and have 4 kids like me and 
I wouldn’t care. The problem is not a 
theological one, it is one of scholarship, 
methodology, and the (mis)use of evi-
dence. Scholars won’t reject Mr. Jaco-
bovici’s claims because they want to 
defend Christianity, scholars will reject 
Mr. Jacobovici’s speculations because 
he engages in circular reasoning, 
lacks evidence, breaks any number of 
rules of textual criticism, and engages 
in what I’ve described in the past 
as “speculation wrapped in hearsay 
couched in conspiracy masquerading 
as science ensconced in sensationalism 
slathered with misinformation” – all 
of which is designed to sell books and 
get viewers to watch the accompanying 
documentary in the weeks leading up 
to Christmas.”

The issue of whether Jesus was 
married has been around for 
a long time. The Bible makes 

no mention of a wife, and there is no 
ancient tradition among early Chris-
tians that Jesus was married. If he had 
been, and particularly if he had had 
children, you can expect they would 
have – rightly or wrongly – become 
objects of reverence themselves, in the 
same way that Mary – Christ’s mother 
– did. But there is no evidence of this 
at all. Dan Brown’s Da Vinci Code used 
it as a fictional premise, but that’s all it 
was: fiction.

The first claims of a marriage arose 
in the so-called ‘Gnostic Gospels’ – 
written by a group opposed to tradi-
tional Christianity. In the ‘Gospel of 
Philip’ written around the third cen-
tury AD, Mary Magdalene is described 
as the “companion” of Jesus, while a 
5th century ‘Gospel of Mary’ talks of 
Jesus loving Mary “more than the rest 
of women”. But remember, these were 
gospels written by a sect opposed to 
the worship of Jesus Christ as God. 
The Gnostics believed the fleshly body 
was carnal and evil, and that lust was 
a ‘capital’, as in mortal sin. By paint-
ing Jesus as just another married man, 
a carnal human, the Gnostics were 
attempting to de-deify Christ. 

The Gnostic Apostle Thomas docu-

ment tells the story of Thomas sud-
denly appearing before two newlyweds 
about to consummate their marriage, 
when Thomas yells, “Abstain from this 
filthy intercourse!”

Taking the Gnostics seriously in 
their claims about Jesus marrying 
would be like allowing the organisers 
of the Gay Pride movement to write the 
official history of the Catholic Church.

In the same vein, there’s been a flurry 
of debate around the so-called “Gospel 
of Jesus’ Wife”, a fragment of which 
was discovered by professor Karen 
King at Harvard Divinity School, in 
2012. The fragment says, “Jesus said to 
them, ‘My wife…’, and ‘she will be able 
to be my disciple’.

The document, said King, originated 
in the 4th century AD, but this year it 
was carbon-dated to between 659 and 
859AD. Worse, an American researcher 
compared the handwriting on the papy-
rus fragment with a papyrus document 
believed to be a modern forgery, the 

“Gospel of John” – and the handwriting 
matched the “Jesus Wife” fragment.

Forensic experts have indicated to 
the New York Times that someone 
with the right knowledge could create 
papyrus and carbon-based ink today 
capable of fooling radiocarbon dating. 
Ten years ago Investigate revealed how 
New Zealand scientists had erroneously 
dated a rock to 25,000 years ago when in 
fact it had come from the Mt Ngaruhoe 
volcanic eruption of the mid 1970s.

Interestingly, the same antiquities 
collector holding the allegedly forged 
“John” fragment provided the “Jesus 
Wife” fragment to King. The collector 
so far remains unidentified.

For her part, professor King has said 
the allegation of forgery “is substan-
tive, it’s worth taking seriously.”

So where does this leave Biblical 
scholarship? Exactly where it has 
always been – sifting out the real his-
tory from the fly-by-night hucksters 
and purveyors of irrelevant relics.

Archaeologist Robert Cargill’s verdict: “Speculation wrapped 
in hearsay couched in conspiracy masquerading as science 
ensconced in sensationalism slathered with misinformation”
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gadgets

3 HTC RE camera
Focus on the moment, not 

your camera. Remarkably fun 
and easy to use, RE turns on in 
your hand, shoots photos and 
videos without a viewfinder, and 
streams everything to your phone 
for easy editing and one-press 
sharing. Designed to fit your hand 
seamlessly and the moment 
naturally, RE provides distraction-
free video and photo capture. Its 
one-button operation won’t leave 
you fumbling between modes, 
and its 146° wide angle lens 
captures everything without a 
clumsy viewfinder. Make everyday 
moments unforgettable: attach 
your RE to your bike’s handlebars 
or your kid’s scooter. Strap it to 
your backpack on a hike, or clip it 
on your window sill for a time-
lapse video of your neighborhood. 
Explore your everyday world like 
never before. 
www.htc.com
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1Epson WorkForce 
Pro WF-5690

For cost-conscious offices this 
business multifunction has 
significant advantages over 
comparable colour laser printers. 
The high-yield ink cartridges 
help it to achieve an up to 50 
percent lower cost per page than 
competitive colour laser printers. 
It uses Epson’s DURABrite 
Ultra inks, in high-capacity 
ink cartridges of up to 4,000 
pages, which ensure efficiency 
and productivity. It uses up to 
80 percent less power than 
competitive colour lasers thanks 
to its no-heat technology. And 
there are fewer consumables and 
parts to replace than a comparable 
laser. It delivers fast and efficient 
business printing, and is capable 
of print speeds of up to 34ppm 
in mono and 30ppm in colour, or 
20ppm ISO print speeds in both. 
www.epson.co.nz

2BlueAnt Pump HD
With best-class-wireless 

range, PUMP allows you to train 
untethered from your Bluetooth 
enabled device. And with up 
to eight hours of continuous 
battery life you are free to train 
without the worry of the music 
stopping in the middle of your 
workout. PUMP’s Superfit system 
gives you the confidence to 
move with intensity. No matter 
how you hard you go, they go 
with you, while ComfortSeal 
and Awareness tips provide 
long-lasting comfort and the 
ability to stay in tune with your 
surroundings. From bringing 
your music along for a long 
paddleboard session to rinsing 
them under the tap after an 
intense workout, PUMP is built to 
withstand heavy exposure to wet 
conditions, leaving the premium 
sound components safe inside. 
www.blueantpump.com

4Logitech K480
Logitech has unveiled the 

Logitech Bluetooth Multi-Device 
Keyboard K480, the first desk 
keyboard designed for use with 
up to three devices, regardless of 
computing platform. Now you can 
type a report on your computer 
and, with the flick of the Easy-
Switch dial, respond to a message 
on your smartphone and type a 
tweet on your tablet. The universal 
keyboard can connect to three 
different Bluetooth wireless devices 
at once, whether you are using 
a Windows, Mac or Chrome OS 
computer, or an Android or iOS 
tablet or smartphone.  You can 
type in comfort on a full-size desk 
keyboard with a familiar layout and 
all the shortcut keys you use the 
most. The durable, integrated stand 
firmly holds your phone or tablet at 
just the right angle for you to read 
while you type. 
www.logitech.com

http://www.htc.com
http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.blueantpump.com
http://www.logitech.com
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2 FujiFilm X30
Heralding Fujifilm’s the 

third-generation of large-sensored 
premium compacts, the new 
FUJIFILM X30 has evolved from 
the innovative technologies of the 
best-selling FUJIFILM X10 and 
FUJIFILM X20 cameras. As well 
as its high-quality CMOS sensor, 
the FUJIFILM X30 includes an 
impressive real-time viewfinder 
and film simulation modes, 
which draw on Fujifilm’s unique 
history to create rich colors and 
smooth tones. And, as any serious 
photographer would expect, its 
array of manual functions make it a 
joy to handle, making every shot a 
pleasure. Thanks to improvements 
in battery performance, the 
FUJIFILM X30 can shoot up 
the 470 photos and can also be 
charged via a USB connection, so 
there’s no need to worry about 
running out of power on a shoot.
www.fujifilm.com

4 Ressence TYPE 1
Spherical discs displaying 

hours, minutes, seconds and 
days revolve under the domed 
sapphire crystal. The indications 
discs continually revolve, as does 
the whole dial itself. The dial and 
indications are curved. Ressence 
design is characterised by purity 
and minimalism. This quest for 
pared-down design includes the 
process of dematerialising the 
timepiece; a process illustrated by 
the elimination of traditional hands 
and by the curved dial. And by 
removing the crown, the TYPE 1 is 
addressing the quest for simplicity. 
Behind the simplified setup/
winding system lies the logical 
principal that one only needs to set 
the watch when it is stopped. By 
setting the watch you will wind it. 
Once set, the automatic winding 
rotor will take over to complete the 
winding while wearing the watch. 
www.ressence.eu

3 Kindle Voyage
Kindle Voyage features the 

brightest, highest resolution, and 
highest contrast display of any 
Kindle. The micro-etched glass 
display diffuses light to eliminate 
glare and matches the feel of 
paper. At only 7.6mm thin, Voyage 
is thinnest Kindle ever. Kindle 
Voyage was designed to come 
one step closer to a sheet of paper, 
with a flush-front bezel for a 
clean, streamlined design. With a 
magnesium back and a reinforced 
glass front, Kindle Voyage is 
both durable and sleek. The new 
adaptive front light automatically 
adjusts the brightness of the display 
based on your environment, and 
can be fine-tuned to your personal 
preferences. When reading in the 
dark, the adaptive front light slowly 
lowers the display’s brightness over 
time to match the way the eye 
responds to darkness.
www.amazon.com

1AquaVault
AquaVault is a unique, 

patented product with 
international patents pending 
that was created with the vision 
to revolutionize the level of 
safety and comfort you want to 
experience while you enjoy your 
time outdoors. We designed a 
stylish lock box that easily and 
quickly attaches to virtually all 
beach furniture. AquaVault is 
both a visual and functional 
deterrent to any would-be beach 
thief. This allows you to enjoy 
the sun and the surf with peace 
of mind. The AquaVault is made 
of durable high impact ABS 
thermoplastic to withstand even 
the most aggressive attempts 
on your valuables and its anti-
corrosion components prevent 
rusting. Once your valuables are 
secure, you can start enjoying 
yourself without worry!
www.theaquavault.com

1 2
3

4

http://www.fujifilm.com
http://www.ressence.eu
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.theaquavault.com
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Engineers in a suburban Chicago office 
complex have designed a new microphone 
that they say will be key to the future of 

smartphone and tablet technology because it gives 
consumers the ability to operate hand-held devices 
without touching them.

Knowles’ tiny microphone, about the size of the 
tip of a pen, can “hear” sound waves inaudible to 
the human ear that are emitted from special speak-
ers in a smartphone or tablet. The microphone then 
uses those signals to triangulate hand locations and 
track movement, similar to radar.

Knowles said its new product, which it calls 
ultrasonic, would allow a consumer to, say, flip 
a slide on a presentation or share information 
between a smartphone and another device with a 
simple hand gesture from 4 to 12 inches from the 

screen. Officials hope the new device will entice 
companies like Apple and Samsung, Knowles’ 
largest clients, to add a fourth microphone to their 
devices, generating more sales for Knowles.

To develop ultrasonic, Knowles worked with 
California-based Elliptic Labs, which developed the 
software that works with the microphone.

“We see this as a story that goes into 2016, when 
people start adopting ultrasonic,” said Jeff Niew, 
chief executive of the company.

Many of the high-end smartphone models, 
like the iPhone 5S, have three microphones, but 
smartphone-makers are reluctant to add a fourth 
unless it offers extra features – hence, the focus on 
ultrasonic.

Knowles’ technology faces competition from 
smartphone camera manufacturers, which have 

tech by alejandra cancino

Tomorrow’s tablets? 
Look, no hands
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added sensors to their products to track movement.
To date, current optical technology has not been a huge 

hit in the market, mainly because it works from a distance 
of only about 2 inches from a screen, said Marwan Boustany, 
a senior analyst with research firm IHS Technology. At that 
distance, he said, it’s easier just to touch the small screen.

Knowles said its technology is superior because, in addi-
tion to allowing greater distance between the user and 
screen, it uses less power than smartphone cameras and, 
because it uses sound waves, the technology can be used in 
the dark.

Niew said a few of his smaller customers have bought the 
technology to test it.

“We are in the early adoption phase,” he said.
Knowles, founded in 1946, has a history of innovation. 

Neil Armstrong’s first words from the moon, “That’s one 
small step for man; one giant leap for mankind,” were trans-
mitted via a Knowles microphone, the company said.

Knowles grew by developing microphones for hearing 
aids, but today, parts for mobile consumer electronics, such 
as smartphones and tablets, account for nearly two-thirds of 
its revenues.

Knowles, spun off from Dover this year, said 2014 will be 
a year of modest growth. Year-end revenues are expected to 
increase slightly, to $1.22 billion, from $1.21 billion in 2013, 
according to Bloomberg.

The now publicly traded company is in the midst of a plan 
to cut annual costs by $40 million to $50 million, which 
includes consolidating factories to 11 from 18 by 2016. It also 
is moving production lines that involve manual assembly 
from China to the Philippines to save about $10 million a 
year. Knowles’ year-end 2014 profit is expected to decline by 

96 percent, to $4.7 million, mostly because of those restruc-
turing charges.

Niew said labor costs in China have increased by 17 
percent annually. By comparison, he expects labor costs in 
the Philippines to increase by 6 to 8 percent a year. The new 
facility will employ about 3,500 people by the end of the year, 
mostly assembling hearing aid parts. Worldwide, Knowles 
employs more than 10,000, including about 300 in Itasca.

Though Knowles moved factories from China, it has no 
plans to back away from Chinese consumers. With wages in 
China expected to increase by 10 to 12 percent per year, Niew 
said smartphone demand will continue to grow.

In the second quarter, Xiaomi became the leading smart-
phone vendor in China, overtaking Samsung, according 
to research firm Canalys. Eight of the top 10 smartphone 
vendors in China are local companies.

Niew said many of those companies are Knowles custom-
ers, and as they grow, Knowles is positioning itself to grow 
with them.

Knowles said its technology 
is superior because it uses 
less power than smartphone 
cameras and, because it uses 
sound waves, the technology 
can be used in the dark
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tech by ian wishart

Epson fire serious shot  
at small office market

Inkjet printers have come a heck of a long way 
since my first, way back in 1989. Back then it felt 
like it took three days to print a page, and boy, 

that felt fast! I had the Ferrari of printers, and strut-
ted around like some kind of geek rooster.

Fast forward a generation, and if the WF-4630 
had wheels, I’d drive it.

It’s a multi-function print centre, with dual paper 
trays (one capable of printing about 1.5 metre-long 
sheets), an automatic document feeder for scan-
ning, plus a flatbed scanner. The unit comes with 
fax and email capabilities as well, connecting to the 
network via Ethernet or Wi-Fi, and available to you 
from anywhere in the world via the cloud.

How neat is this? Well, if you are running branch 
offices, you can literally print or scan a document 
from your computer in Auckland and have it print 
out instantly on the printer in the Wellington 

office. Need a contract quick? Scan it in Welling-
ton, have it print out in Tauranga, in colour, sharp 
as a tack.

Epson’s android app easily hooks up your 
android smartphone to this unit, and the same 
of course applies to Apple devices. Photograph a 
contract or key document on the fly while you are 
out of the office, and have it already printed out and 
being processed before you get back.

The unit is controlled via a reasonably intuitive 
touch screen panel giving you quick one-button 
access to all the major functions.

For a month now I’ve been waiting for the 
‘introductory’ print cartridges to give up the ghost, 
as the free starter inks so often do, but to no avail. 
Epson’s standard ink cartridges for this model will 
print an average of 1100 pages, and the high-capac-
ity inkpots will extend to a laser equaling 2600 
pages in black.

The good news is the Epson is cheaper than a 
laser to run, both in power consumption 

and in ink, with a better quality print def-
inition and delivering around 15 pages 

per minute in black and white. The 
sharpness in the text has to be seen 
to be believed, and it’s due to Epson’s 
PrecisionCore head technology.

For a long time, manufacturers have 
lured home users to purchase print-
ers at ridiculously low prices and then 
charged them big time on regular 
ink-refills. The WF-4630 is the perfect 
example of saving money in the 
medium term by paying more for the 
printer and getting much better ink 
economy. With retail prices in the NZ 
market between $250 and $449, this 
unit makes an ideal addition to the 
home office or small business.

I have a 20 year old fax machine 
looking nervously over its shoulder at 
the newcomer. And with good reason. 
The six year old scanner we’ve been 
using has already met its maker thanks 

to the WF-4630. www.epson.co.nz/precisioncore

http://www.epson.co.nz/precisioncore
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Seven years ago, the state of Delaware started 
moving computer servers out of closets and 
from under workers’ desks to create a consoli-

dated data center and a virtual computing climate.
In doing so, Delaware, nicknamed the First State, 

became the first state to move to cloud comput-
ing, in this case storing its data, operating systems 
and applications on centralized servers and giving 
agency employees remote access to the servers via 
the Internet.

But this system is about to run its course as the 
state’s servers reach the end of their useful lives.

Delaware now is about to take another big step 
into the cloud. It’s looking at relinquishing manage-
ment of its computing infrastructure and turning it 
over to an outside company to handle for a monthly 
fee. It’s a leap to the so-called “public” cloud, where 
the computing is done by a third party.

The First State’s foray into the cloud is one many 
other states are undertaking, as officials increas-
ingly shed their skepticism and yield to the promise 
of the cost savings.

“People are becoming more comfortable with,” 
said Dan Lohrmann, former chief information 
security officer for the state of Michigan. “More 
and more states are adopting the cloud.”

A new survey of the states’ top information technol-
ogy officials bears that out. Twenty percent of the 
states are now highly invested in cloud-based services, 
according to the survey released earlier this month by 
the National Association of State Chief Information 
Officers. Last year, just 6 percent of the states were.

Nearly three-quarters of the states, 73 percent, 
say they already have some applications in the pub-
lic cloud and are considering others. That’s a major 
advancement from just four years ago, when more 
than half of the information officers, 54 percent, 
said in a similar NASCIO survey that they were 
still investigating cloud computing.

States are expected to spend about $32.6 billion 
on information technology this year, while local 
governments will spend about $27.8 billion, Deltek, 
the consulting and software firm for government 
contractors, estimates.

States ascend into the cloud

online by  jeffrey stinson
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Of that, state and local governments will spend only about 
$625 million for cloud services combined, said Chris Dixon, 
Deltek’s senior manager of state and local industry analy-
sis. But the amount spent on cloud computing will likely 
increase as states become more comfortable with it, he said.

Cost savings are driving states to embrace the cloud and 
accept private-sector cloud services. Estimates are states can 
save 25 percent to 50 percent in their computing operations.

Costs drove Delaware to it. The state saved $5 million in 
2009, the first year its in-house cloud system was up and 
running, said William Hickox, Delaware’s acting chief 
information officer.

“The first year, it’s savings,” Hickox said. “After that it’s 
cost avoidance. We’ve had $5 million a year in cost avoid-
ance since then.”

FEAR OF A LACK OF CONTROL
States have trailed the private sector in turning to the cloud and 
third-party, cloud-based services. And while they’re ahead of 
local governments, they’ve also trailed the federal government.

In late 2010, the federal government announced a “cloud 
first” strategy for federal agencies, saying giving priority to 
web-based applications and services would let more people 
share a common infrastructure, thereby cutting technology 
purchases and support costs. Vivek Kundra, federal chief 
information officer at the time, predicted a “cloud first” 
approach could lower some costs by as much as half by using 
third-party public services.

The policy helped spur state information technology chiefs 
to drop some of their queasiness about the cloud, especially 
the public cloud, where firms such as Amazon, Google, 
Microsoft and others have huge capacity and offer services 
on a subscription basis. Simply renting servers rather than 
buying them can lower capital costs.

States were slow to adopt cloud computing, and the public 
cloud especially, for several reasons, said Dugan Petty, for-
mer chief information officer for Oregon and a senior fellow 
at The Center for Digital Government.

Security of a state’s data is the main one. States hold vast 
amounts of personal information on their citizens, ranging 
from dates of birth to Social Security and driver’s license 
numbers. Security is also a federal concern, and their sys-
tems adopted security standards to protect their data.

‘PRETTY MUCH INEVITABLE’
Although Delaware was the first state to take to the cloud, 
Petty said others, such as Utah and Michigan, were early 
cloud adopters, too.

The budget crunch spawned by the Great Recession helped 
spur adoption, he said. States were forced to consolidate 
hardware and use virtual software to run multiple operat-
ing systems and applications on the same server at the same 
time to reduce costs.

Petty said the next logical step is to outsource other com-
puter infrastructure and software services and pay for it on 
a subscription basis, just as Delaware is looking to do. Some 
states are taking big plunges into the cloud with outside firms.

This summer, California launched a consolidated “Cal-
Cloud” platform managed by IBM to streamline operations 
and deliver services from the cloud for 400 state and local 
agencies. IBM would provide the infrastructure and operate 
it on a subscription basis in the five-year, $400 million deal, 
while the state manages the rest.

At the same time, Pennsylvania announced it would 
pay global technology firm Unisys up to $681 million over 
seven years to unify seven state data centers and deliver 
cloud-based services ranging from storage to allowing other 
third-party software adaptation. Exactly how much the state 
spends will depend on use. But cost savings are anticipated.

Lohrmann said the prospect of budget savings will all but 
demand states go there. “Going to the cloud is pretty much 
inevitable.”

Nearly three-quarters of the 
states, 73 percent, say they 
already have some applications 
in the public cloud and are 
considering others. That’s a 
major advancement from just 
four years ago
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science by michael hiltzik

The popular instinct about the potential of 
vaccines to address the horrific Ebola out-
break in West Africa is: Why delay? If there’s 

any chance they’ll work, let’s get them out now.
Unfortunately, things aren’t that simple. That 

was made clear during an emergency conference 
convened by the World Health Organization at the 
end of September to address this very issue.

The meeting brought together 70 experts – epide-
miologists, public health regulators, pharmaceuti-
cal company reps and ethicists, among others – to 
hash out the right way to proceed with trials of 
two vaccines that have shown the most promise in 
private and first-phase human trials.

Ebola vaccine: It’s not so simple
The meeting underscores the special difficulties 

of testing a vaccine in the teeth of an ongoing out-
break for which no other remedies are in the offing. 
What emerged were sharp disagreements over the 
ethics of some testing strategies, such as random-
ized trials in which some subjects would receive an 
Ebola vaccine and a control group would receive 
some other medicine.

Most participants seemed to agree with WHO’s 
general recommendation, which is to move almost 
immediately to phase III tests of the vaccines’ 
efficacy in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone, the 
epicenter of the outbreak. “It’s an extraordinary, 
unprecedented gamble to move so quickly,” accord-
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Ebola vaccine: It’s not so simple

ing to a report on the conference in Science magazine – “but 
one that WHO consultants say is warranted by Ebola’s 
extreme threat.”

In its official communique after the meeting, WHO 
expressed “the ambition...to accomplish, within a matter of 
months, work that normally takes from two to four years, 
without compromising international standards for safety 
and efficacy.”

Even on an accelerated schedule, efficacy tests are not 
expected to begin until January, or even February. That’s when 
20,000 doses will be available of the most advanced candidate, 
a vaccine developed by GlaxoSmithKline in collaboration with 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

The vaccine has been shown to work in primates and 
is expected to be safe, and early data on its immunogenic 
properties in humans – that is, whether it fosters the cre-
ation of antibodies or an immune response – are expected 
within a few weeks, says Ira Longini, a biostatistician at 
the University of Florida who attended the WHO confer-
ence. But even if the immunogenic response is good, it 
doesn’t mean vaccine takers are necessarily protected – that 
requires the further testing.

Much of the discussion at the WHO meeting concerned 
the ethics of various formats of human trials, especially ran-
domized controlled trials, in which some subjects would be 
given an alternative medicine – not a placebo, in this case, 
but another antiviral that would provide some protection 
from infection, if not specifically from Ebola.

A format preferred by some attendees is a “stepped-
wedge” trial, in which all subjects will receive the vaccine, 
but at different times. Since the supply of test vaccines will 
be limited in any case, the stepped-wedge format doesn’t 
deprive anyone of a vaccine they would otherwise receive. 
But advocates of the randomized controlled approach say 
that it produces reliable indications of safety and effective-
ness the fastest – and speed is of the essence.

The WHO communique said randomized clinical trials 
are “the design of choice,” but acknowledged that designs 
such as stepped-wedged trials “should be considered when 
(randomized controlled trials) are not judged feasible.” It 
may be that several trials of different designs will take place 
at the same time.

Is it ethical to deprive a test subject of a vaccine during 
an outbreak? Longini says it may be “if there’s nothing we 
can offer that we can say for sure is effective,” which is the 
case here. In any event, all subjects would have to be told in 
advance that they may not be receiving the test vaccine.

But Longini observes that it’s dangerous to assume that 
because a vaccine seems to work in primates, appears to be 
safe, and evokes an immune response, it’s effective. It’s not 
unusual for a drug to meet all those tests, yet prove to be 
ineffective, or even harmful, in humans. (That happened 
with an HIV vaccine trial in 2007.)

“The idea of mass vaccinating with a vaccine you know 
nothing about is pretty scary,” Longini says. But if safety 
and effectiveness data show that the vaccine is even 40 per-
cent or 50 percent effective, he says, it should be rolled out as 
soon as possible to the control group at least.

One unresolved question is whether a vaccine can be 
tested and distributed in time to stem the current outbreak, 
which WHO calls “the most severe acute public health 
emergency in modern times.”

Some experts say the disease is already so widespread and 
deadly that a vaccine may be the only way to check it. Front-
line healthcare workers and caregivers exposed to the bodily 
fluids that carry the virus to new victims – “everyone from 
doctors and nurses to janitors, people who collect the bod-
ies, and gravediggers,” as Science put it – should be among 
the first in line.

Even on a schedule that doesn’t anticipate phase III 
human trials to begin until next January at the earliest, with 
results not expected for as long as six months after that the 
vaccine may still be timely.

“Unfortunately, it may well be relevant to the current 
outbreak,” Longini says. “It doesn’t look like the outbreak in 
West Africa will be over any time soon.”

One unresolved question is 
whether a vaccine can be tested 
and distributed in time to stem 
the current outbreak, which 
WHO calls “the most severe 
acute public health emergency 
in modern times
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Pete’s dragons
THE DWARF WHO MOVED: 
And other remarkable tales 
from a life in the law 
By Peter Williams QC
HarperCollins Publishers, $49.99.
By common assent, Peter Williams, 
recently retired, was one of New Zea-
land’s leading criminal lawyers. His 
ability to find a flaw in a prosecution 
case was legendary, as was his diligence 
in research. Plus his outstanding gift 
for legal oratory in the courtroom. 
As Bernard Brown – a professor of 
criminal law at the University of Auck-
land – writes in his introduction: “As a 
court watcher over five decades, I rate 
Peter Williams QC the most effective 
defence barrister our legal system has 
experienced.” 

Williams defended several of the 
most high profile cases in New Zea-
land’s legal history, among those being 
alleged murderer Arthur Allan Thomas 

which involved a trip to Melbourne to 
interview the manufacture of the shell 
cases whom police tried to coerce into 
making a false affidavit; Ron Jorgen-
son, convicted (along with John Gillies) 
for the notorious Bassett Rd machine 
gun twin murders case; John Yelash, 
who successfully sued Prime Minister 
Helen Clark for calling him a “mur-
derer”, when he had only been found 
guilty of manslaughter; and a success-
ful defence of Terry Clark aka Mr Asia 
on a heroin charge – this was before he 
became the ruthless killer he was later 
to become.

Among many intriguing and 
unusual cases none was more colour-
ful than the title case of this book. 
Jasper, was a dwarf circus performer 
who used to have cigarettes shot from 
his lips by his sharpshooter wife. One 
day she missed, and the bullet struck 
his temple, yet he survived. When it 
was discovered his wife was having an 
affair with another man the “accident” 
changed to a charge of attempted 
murder. However, at the final stages 
of the trial, Jasper said he had moved. 
This shattering revelation – which was 
probably manufactured for the occa-
sion – resulted in the wife’s acquittal 
but not Jasper’s forgiveness. The mar-
riage ended and Jasper retired to live 
on a catamaran with a new partner.

Williams writes with high praise of 
the lucidity and fairness of many of 
the judges who presided over trials in 
which, as always, he was counsel for 
the defence. What is unusual is the 
affection and even admiration, often 
resulting in friendship, that Williams 
showed towards some of these tough 
criminals. You would have to have a 
heart of stone not to be moved by his 

bookcase by michael morrissey

account of how Jorgenson delighted 
in his new found freedom aboard 
Williams’ yacht in the chapter, “He 
Laughed with the Wind and the Sky”. 
Unlike Asian prisons where a part of 
the punishment is overcrowding, in 
New Zealand prisons a dominant part 
of the punishment is isolation. Though 
it is a common view that our prison-
ers are sometimes “mollycoddled”, 
Williams is firmly of the opposite view. 
He describes the thirty prisoners in 
Paremoremo as being “habitually kept 
in small cages”.

Perhaps the compassion Williams 
feels for several “heavy duty” crimi-
nals was prompted by his own career 
being temporarily road blocked by an 
almost forgotten incident of “steal-
ing” a bicycle. In fact, the bicycle had 
been abandoned and was accidently 
discovered by him when he was just a 
young boy. Thus did Williams emerge 
from beneath this cloud and go on 
to become one of our leading crimi-
nal lawyers. That Williams can find 
redeeming qualities in career criminals 
and help them save themselves shows 
the kind of mercy more commonly 
associated with saints – though the 
down-to-earth Williams would be the 
first to disown such a categorisation. 
What we can observe here is humanity 
towards those who most need it. 

Throughout the writing of this mem-
oir, Williams has been suffering from 
cancer and the subsequent “brutal 
treatments of chemotherapy, radia-
tion therapy and a numerous battery 
of drugs”. The diligence and persis-
tence of his legal career have no doubt 
encouraged a similar determination 
to write this book despite the ongoing 
adversities of his personal health.Using the question and answer format, 

it lists 182 queries spread over 234 
pages of deliciously fact-studded 
information about New Zealand’s 
quirky flora and fauna plus geography, 
geology, history, oceans and weather
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RED NILE: A Biography of 
the World’s Greatest River
By Robert Twigger
Phoenix, $30.00
As a boy, it was the Amazon among the 
world’s great rivers that fascinated me 
the most – the idea of its vast opulent 
jungles, dangerous animals and the 
quest for its source, the adventures of 
the legendary Colonel Fawcett. But 
thanks to Twigger’s extraordinary, 
dazzlingly detailed account of the Nile 
in every aspect, my loyalty is waver-
ing. This wonderful book marvelously 
combines history, geography, geology, 
ethnography biology, water engineer-
ing and is studded with exotic facts as a 
crown is studded with jewels.

As is well known, the Nile bifurcates 
into the White Nile and the Blue Nile. 
Why then the Red Nile? For several 
reasons. Where the two Niles meet 
there is a reddish silt; there is the story 
of the Nile turning to blood in the Old 
Testament, explained by some as a 
rare algal bloom on the surface. (And 
yes, the Red Sea does sometimes turn 
red for the same reason.) But Twigger 
also dubs the great river the Red Nile 
because of its bloody history. 

For instance, in 1898, 10,000 Suda-
nese were slaughtered by British 
machine fire for the loss of just 47 
British lives. This incident occurred 
where the Blue and White Niles meet. 
Blood mingled with red silt? Also back 
in 1250, the warrior Baiburs played 
a prominent role in defeating Louis 
IX’s Seventh Crusade. Twigger grimly 
tells us that “the Nile was red with 
the blood of slain Frenchmen”. Then 
there was The Red Pharaoh (possibly 
Twigger’s personal nomenclature), 
Seqenenre Tao II, the only Pharaoh 
to meet a bloody end. To cap it all, 
hippos sweat red when they’re angry. 
It’s a good idea not to piss off a hippo 
because they can bite a crocodile in 
half. Crocodiles deserve our respect 
because they have the strongest jaws in 
the animal kingdom, two tons to the 
square inch and kill a thousand people 
a year. Baboons, compared to “young 
thugs”, can tear your face off. And 
that’s just the bigger bad guys. 

On the smaller side, there’s the 
mbwa and nimiti flies, along with 
malaria. Here, Twigger – in his playful 

Like many a contemporary histo-
rian, Twigger leans favourably towards 
accounts of outstanding women rulers 
who have played a part in the drama of 
the Nile. Cleopatra, obviously. Though 
famous for her beauty (though images 
on coins and busts suggest otherwise), 
she was also a poisoner, who dem-
onstrated to Antony how eagerly she 
could dispose of him by offering him 
a secretly tainted wreath of flowers to 
eat. How many readers will have heard 
of Sittal-Mulk, “the lady of power” who 
had her mad brother Caliph Hakim 
killed, then ruled in his place? Then 
there was Shaljurat al-Durr, described 
as having “green eyes, blonde hair and 
skin as white as mare’s milk.” Though 
she started life as a slave (an excuse for 
Twigger to hold forth on the higher 
relative status of slaves back then), but 
partly through murder, became the 
only Sultana to rule Egypt. Let’s not 
forget Agatha Christie, queen of crime, 
who took enough clothes to sink a 
felucca, two pencils and four watches 
– those of the day being vulnerable to 
sand erosion.

This review only scratches the 
surface of this widely researched book, 
which is never solemn, always read-
able and may well – with its enormous 
quantity of unusual fact – enable you 
to tackle the Listener’s tough general 
knowledge quiz with greater adept-
ness. Truly, a remarkable achievement 
which I cannot recommend too highly. 

fashion, segues to William Willcocks, 
an engineer responsible for the first 
dam on the Nile. The increase in 
silt caused by the dam meant that 
mosquitoes proliferated and malaria 
increased. Another example of how 
the effects of progress cannot always 
be anticipated. Twigger moves onto 
schistosomiasis and then back to 
Willcocks whom he pithily sums up 
in a four page summary – a man of 
unbelievable toughness and energy. 
This is typical of the author’s holistic 
method – you might say his narra-
tive meanders like the Nile; it some-
times progresses in broad sweeps 
then narrows to concentrate on some 
obscure but important figure. He 
ambushes (or is it floods?) the reader 
with unexpected biography and often 
arcane historic fact. This is surely a 
lifelike rendition of the freshness and 
the newness of knowledge revealed to 
the traveler as they explore. Though 
Twigger keeps his eye on the time-
line, he sometimes jumps forwards or 
backwards just for the fun of it. This 
is a work of lively scholarship that 
has none of the dryness sometimes 
associated with academic writing. The 
narrative is weighted towards Egypt, 
where Twigger lived for seven years, 
and his view of British rule in African 
colonies full of heady praise.

Here are some facts of which I was 
ignorant: the Nile is a geologically 
recent river only 12,000 years old; 
Muhammad Ali (not the boxer but the 
ruler of Egypt in the early nineteenth 
century) wanted to level the pyramids 
and use the giant blocks to dam the 
Nile!; Henry Coetzee was the first 
adventurer to travel the entire length 
of the Nile, but killed by a crocodile 
when just 35. Ghanaians, on the other 
hand, are so at ease with crocs, they 
dry their clothes on their backs as they 
bask in the sun; Pygmies were first 
“discovered” by Stanley in 1887; Flor-
ence Nightingale spoke five languages, 
wrote a novel, was considered good 
looking and nearly married Richard 
Milnes, who later became Britain’s 
most notorious pornographer; before 
the advent of firearms, elephants were 
sometimes killed by fifty spear-armed 
men who attacked the unfortunate 
animal from both sides. 
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movies by kristin tillotson & roger moore

A technical tour de force

W hen I first read the thumb-
nail on this one – washed-up 
Hollywood action hero seeks 

redemption by staging serious play, 
with most scenes transpiring backstage 
at a Broadway theatre – I thought, what 
a boring excuse for a bit of meta navel-
gazing that will interest no one outside 
the profession. Couldn’t have been 
more wrong.

Aside from its annoyingly punctu-
ated full title, Birdman or (The Unex-
pected Virtue of Ignorance) inspires 
renewed faith in what we used to go 
to the movies for – original storytell-
ing, enveloping escape, heart-stopping 
camera work and enough “wait, what’s 
going on here?” to keep us intrigued 
from beginning to end. 

Shot in just 30 days at the St. James 
Theatre off Times Square in New York, 
Birdman is by turns intimate, surreal 
and darkly funny, also boasting the 
remarkable visual effect of appearing to 
have been shot in one continuous take. 

Plus, you’ll get your lifetime-guaran-
teed fill of eyeballing Michael Keaton 
in tighty whities (and Edward Norton 
in a splashier option).

Keaton plays Riggan Thompson, 
who recently turned down the chance 
to play costumed movie superhero 
Birdman a third time in favour of a 

riskier, less lucrative but more presti-
gious project: directing and starring in 
a stage version of a Raymond Carver 
short story.

When a co-star gets injured just 
before previews, another boldface 
name whose talent is exceeded only by 
his conceit, Mike Shiner (a perfectly 
cast Edward Norton), cruises in as 
a last-minute replacement. As Mike 
begins to upset applecarts with his 
Method acting and unsolicited sug-
gestions, Riggan also wrestles with his 
just-out-of-rehab assistant/daughter 
Sam (the delightful Emma Stone).

Best pal/producer Jake (a newly 
svelte, underused Zach Galifianakis) 
repeatedly talks panicked, depressed 
Riggan off the ledge. A haughty 
crabapple of a New York Times critic 
(Lindsay Duncan) threatens to burn 
him down before the show has even 
opened. Naomi Watts and Andrea 
Riseborough as the play’s insecure 
women stars and Amy Ryan as Rig-
gan’s compassionate ex all add interest-
ing side drama.

Keaton (who played another super-
hero, Batman, twice) is a polarizer; 
people seem to love or hate him. What-
ever your view, it’s tough to dispute 
the new layered depths he brings to 
Riggan, who goes on periodic flights 

of fancy high above the streets of New 
York, inhabited by his alter ego/cynical 
conscience, Birdman. 

Writer/director Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu (Babel, 21 Grams, Biutiful) 
gracefully weaves these magical-
realism interludes between the more 
grounded activity in the dressing 
rooms and musty halls of the St. James. 

Another trademark of Inarritu, who 
was once a DJ in Mexico City, is his 
exceptional ear for music that enriches 
a film’s sensory impact without dis-
tracting from the action. In this case, 
it’s an almost entirely percussive score 
composed by Grammy-winning jazz 
drummer Antonio Sanchez.

Daring, imaginative and a technical 
tour de force, Birdman is the cinematic 
antidote to actual superhero flicks and 
overblown Broadway shows. 

BIRDMAN
Cast: Michael Keaton, Emma 
Stone, Zach Galifianakis, Naomi 
Watts, Jeremy Shamos
Directed by: Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu
Running time: 119 mins 
Rating: R for language through-
out, some sexual content and 
brief violence
GGGGG

Daring, imaginative 
and a technical tour 
de force, Birdman 
is the cinematic 
antidote to actual 
superhero flicks 
and overblown 
Broadway shows
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A single uniformed cop shows up 
in the hitman-out-for-revenge 
thriller John Wick. He sees 

blood on the title character’s face and 
hands.

“Evening John,” he says, all friendly 
even though there have been “some 
noise complaints.” Then he leans over 
to see inside the man’s Architectural 
Digest home and spies a body.

“You, uh, working again?”
A non-denial denial.
“I’ll uh, leave you TO it then.”
That’s the world screenwriter Derek 

Kolstad and director Chad Stahelski 
have created. There’s a fraternity (and 
sorority) of hitmen and women. They 
all stay at the swank Continental Hotel 
when visiting Manhattan. The silky 
and discreet concierge (Lance Red-
dick, perfect) knows them by name and 
anticipates their every need. The owner 
(Ian McShane, spot-on) keeps them up 
to code.

And everybody who sees John Wick 
wants to “leave you TO it, then.”

The hitwoman (Adrianne Palicki) 
and men pay for everything with single 
gold coins – contracts, the services of 
a mob surgeon or the “cleaner” crew 
which hauls away the bodies and wipes 
up the blood.

And there’s a lot of it. Because John 
Wick is another one of those guys with 
“particular skills” the movies seem 
overrun with these days.

Keanu Reeves is Wick, whom we 
meet – bloodied – as he crashes an 
SUV into a loading dock. A five min-
ute, almost dialogue-free flashback 
shows us the love of his life (Bridget 
Moynahan) and her untimely death. 
Condolences come from the only col-
league (Willem Dafoe) to show up at 
her funeral.

Everybody knows John Wick. As in a 
Western, a bloody-minded young punk 
(Alfie Allen) messes with the “retired” 
man of violence. As in a Western, the 
punk crosses the link when he “shuts 
up” Wick’s puppy.

And anybody who ever saw a John 
Wayne movie knows what happens 
when you mess with a man’s dog.

Mayhem ensues, which is fitting 
because one of the supporting players 
is Dean Winters, a certain insurance 
company’s “Mr. Mayhem,” cast here 

as the sidekick to an alarmingly good, 
wonderfully expressive villain.

Michael Nyqvist of The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo has his best Hollywood 
role, as Viggo, the Russian mob-
ster who son just crossed the wrong 
ex-employee.

“I once saw him kill EIGHT men in a 
bar...with only a PENCIL!”

“Babay,” Viggo calls Wick. Not just 
“The Bogeyman,” but “the guy you call 
to KILL the bogeyman.”

What ensues is pure, unadulterated 
slaughter, delivered in a style similar 
to Luc “The Transporter” Besson’s 
action films, with a touch of John “The 
Killer” Woo. Reeves is a bit rough in 
a few moments where he has to make 
a speech, but convincingly enraged 
in others. And fight choreographer 
Jonathan Eusebio makes great use of 
him in action. Watch how Reeves holds 
a gun – two hands, head-high, elbows 
bent. Notice how he flicks through 
every clip-change, how he finishes off a 
mobster with a cursory head-shot. The 
fights grow bloodier and more personal 
as the vengeance is dealt.

As fodder for fiction, this is strictly 

C-movie material. But Reeves animates 
the action and the filmmakers sur-
round him with wonderful co-stars; 
the quietly menacing McShane, the 
chop shop operator (John Leguizamo), 
thedapper “cleaner” (David Patrick 
Kelly of The Warriors) and the spit-
ting, hissing Nyqvist. Listen to the way 
the Swede sputters about having his 
treasure hoard trashed.

“Peee-RICE-LESS!”
Swedes playing Russians make 

the best bad guys. Everybody knows 
that, just as surely as everybody in 
this world knows John Wick and the 
slaughter that’s coming. Because every-
body knows that you don’t mess with a 
hitman’s dog.

JOHN WICK
Cast: Keanu Reeves, Michael 
Nyqvist, Bridget Moynahan, 
Willem Dafoe
Directed by: Chad Stahelski
Running time: 100 mins
Rating: R for strong and bloody 
violence throughout, language 
and brief drug use
GGG

Reeves is a bit rough in a few moments 
where he has to make a speech, but 
convincingly enraged in others. And 
fight choreographer Jonathan Eusebio 
makes great use of him in action
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In those years leading to his retire-
ment, however, he became progres-
sively dismayed at the effect that 
the new, highly politicised theories 
of learning would have. These were 
replacing the emphasis on the impor-
tance of extending children imagina-
tively, and of opening the windows to 
wonderful worlds of knowledge – as far 
as possible to each – according to his or 
her strengths.

The new emphasis was on a levelling 
process to produce a spurious “equal-
ity of outcomes”. In other words, it was 
derived from basically an envy-based 
philosophy designed to remove from 
children seen as brighter, or unfairly 
advantaged, any advantages they 
might have. The curriculum was to be 
dumbed down – in theory to be in reach 
of everybody. Places and classes were 
to go, as were external examinations. 
The teacher unions were to be further 
infiltrated to manipulate and intimi-
date their own membership. And it all 

gradually happened, according to plan.
The most important emphasis was 

on controlling the minds of children, 
those who would then grow-up steeped 
in the prevailing, highly politicised 
education philosophy of the day, 
unexposed to genuine standards of 
excellence and quality learning, and, 
in particular, deprived of learning 
how to use their own language compe-
tently. Removing grammar and syntax 
from the schools’ curriculum was an 
absolute must. These are, after all, 
the tools of thinking. And a thinking 
population was certainly not the aim of 
those who had gradually infiltrated the 
education bureaucracy. 

 Even as recently as the ‘90s, the 
gullible Lockwood Smith, Minister of 
Education, proudly boasted that gram-
mar and syntax had been removed 
from his new curriculum. After a more 
promising start, he gradually fell into 
the hands of the Wellington bureau-
cracy, persuaded that all that was 

needed was for individuals to be able 
to “communicate”…The consequences 
of his and others’ shoddy thinking , 
failing to recognise the agenda behind 
the dumbing down of education, is still 
very much still with us.

So, why the good news? It was the 
realisation that unless the control of 
education was removed from the very 
much-entrenched agendists ruling over 
schools – principals, teachers, parents 
– with a velvet-gloved fist no there was 
no hope of improvement. A thoroughly 
dumbed-down school day filled with 
the displacement activities crowding 
out real learning would continue.

So the fight-back is here, with the 
growing number of children now 
being home-schooled. Its possibilities 
have increasingly been brought home 
to me while observing the dilemma 
of parents, themselves well-educated, 
being faced with a very bright child 
who could read well before she went to 
a state school. Now, only six and with 
an omnivorous appetite for acquiring 
knowledge. She is loving Arthur Ran-
some’s wonderful Swallows and Ama-
zons series of books for older children, 
The Famous Five … and any books of 
discovery and real learning she can get 
her hands on.

 She won’t be on her own. Children’s 
wonderful natural curiosity and love 

I come from a background in education, where my mother, an infant teacher, 
maintained that the first years at school were the most important of all. My father 
a gifted teacher, then headmaster, turned down an offer to lecture in History and 
Political Science at the University of Canterbury because of his enthusiastic support 
for the importance of quality teaching and learning for the growing child.

We have known for some time now 
that home-schooled children here and 

overseas well outperform those emerging 
from our state schools

The good news – looking 
towards home-schooling
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of learning is very strong in those first 
years of school, before too often they 
slip into boredom, fobbed off with 
the second-rate, and with constant 
infotainment and distractions dumped 
on them. I think of the cartoon-
illustrated, banal, basically vulgar and 
utterly unimportant The Wonky Don-
key, successfully pushed on teachers 
and parents to the extent it became the 
year’s top-selling book and song. Noth-
ing succeeds like publicity, and the 
publicity being given to basically rub-
bishy children’s books with crude titles 
like The Queen’s Knickers has ensured 
they are widely offered to children.

We should be doing far better. How-
ever there is a real dilemma for parents 
who know how little of genuine sub-
stance our primary schools are offer-
ing. For example, a mother with three 
or four young children, perhaps herself 
with a university degree, may long for 
when she can claim back some time 
for herself, much as she may love her 
children. Then there are families with 
few choices, as years of government 
mismanagement have forced the neces-
sity for two breadwinners working 
outside the home, to survive. However, 
there are many who could help mount 
a highly noticeable challenge to our 
state schools.

And among these the number is 
growing, with children being raised at 
home and taught how to find learn-
ing exciting; how to make a foreign 
language their own at an early age; how 
to develop imagination and empathy 
by learning the great poetry of the 
past; reading the classic stories passed 
down from generation to generation; 
how to develop their understanding 
and wisdom by exposure to the old 
myths; legends, fables and proverbs (A 
wild goose never laid a tame egg…Fine 
words butter no parsnips… Look before 
you leap…); learning of the men and 
women who fought to shape our world 
to leave it a better place for their own 
children; of other peoples and places; 
learning how fascinating it is to study 
nature; embarking on the experiments 
leading to the world of scientific dis-
covery… and above, all learning how to 
be good, moral people.

Apart from formal requirements to 
teach reading, writing and arithme-

tic, very little now of any real value is 
taught in our primary schools and these 
often poorly so. But the good news for 
parents (an issue to be further explored 
in future), is that any wishing they 
could make the choice to home-school 
their own child are not alone. With the 
now literally hundreds home-schooling 
throughout the country, in close sup-
portive contact, it is entirely possible 
for a small number to combine, each 
teaching according to their strengths, 
and able to structure some time off for 
themselves – while ensuring much more 
than the schools can deliver is offered 
to their children. A highly experienced 
home-school mother with several chil-
dren points out that the school week’s 
curriculum can usually be taught in two 
or three days at the very most. Through-
out all the years she has home-schooled, 
she has still worked from home. And 
meanwhile, the opportunity for these 
children to extend their learning to 
study formal art, music, ballet, gym-
nastics, for access to sport and other 
specialised subjects can be embraced 
within this learning time – instead of 
having to be fitted in after-school, or in 
weekends.

We have known for some time now 
that home-schooled children here and 

overseas well outperform those emerg-
ing from our state schools. Home-
schooling can be tailored according to 
their individual needs – a very hard 
task indeed for a class teacher of about 
30 pupils to tackle. 

As this movement grows, it offers the 
best challenge of all to the education 
establishment, underpinned by our 
political parties whom it has served 
well, during their term of office, to 
have at hand an education bureaucracy 
available to advance politicised agenda.

Watch this space to learn more of 
what is possible through the home-
schooling movement, and the very 
positive experiences of those who 
have so successfully helped spread this 
movement.

© Amy Brooke 
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